Yemeni Government Confirms its Adherence and Commitment
To Fulfilling its Obligations under the Ottawa Treaty to Ban Anti-Personnel Mines

In 1997 Yemen signed the Ottawa Treaty to Ban Anti-Personnel Mines, thereby becoming one of
the first countries globally, and the first regionally, to sign on to this important international
treaty of great humanitarian implications and aspects. Since this date the Republic of Yemen has
been endeavored to engage with great effectiveness and vigilance in the process of removing and
destroying landmines, and clearing the regions in which they have been planted in various parts
of the Republic as a result of internal conflicts that have wracked the country periodically over
more than fifty years. The National Committee for Landmines has made tangible and increasing
accomplishments and had prominent, rapid successes due to the government’s seriousness, the
responsiveness of civil society, and the faithful support of the international community and donor
agencies.

It’s worth noting that Yemen, in cooperation with the United National Development Program,
implemented in 2000 the first survey of the economic and social impact of landmines, and during
the subsequent decade was able to clear 85% of the original area specified by this survey.

However, in the past few years a number of geographic and technical difficulties and new
challenges have arisen that have created an expansion of the land and the size of population
centers requiring de-landmine activities and programs, which have grown remarkably and
expanded exponentially in area and scope compared to when the first survey was conducted in
2000.

This new, alarming situation, which has raised concerns about the severe danger posed to the
lives of people, the safety of the environment and development efforts, has reached its current
peak due to a number of reasons and factors, of which the most significant, by far, are:

A) The consequences and effects of the so-called Arab Spring in 2011, which created a
schism among the political class as well as among the military factions in the Yemeni
Army.

B) Yemen’s confrontation with terrorist groups, on behalf of the international community

C) The wanton and complete foreign aggression against Yemen over the past two years.

These factors together with their repercussions and various consequences have left the State in a
condition of general fragility and weakness, unable to impose its influence and authority on the
different parts of the country including its long and expansive land and sea borders, which have
become open and permissive for widespread smuggling operations of all types of products and
materials, especially weapons, including mines, missiles and explosives. This has negatively
affected de-mining activities, hindered their execution and caused work stoppages and paralysis.



In light of the previous, the Government wishes to announced the following principles:

1-

2-

Affirming Yemen’s adherence and commitment to abide by the obligations of the Ottawa
Treaty, as one of the signatories to the Convention.

The Yemeni Government is prepared to establish a committee to examine the issue of the
planting of anti-personnel mines in the province of Taizz (subject to the inquiries of the
relevant organizations) when the fighting has stopped, aggression has ceased and peace
reigns once again, and the will for negotiation and dialogue has won out.

The National Committee for Landmines, for its part, continues to carry out its duties
related to the removal and destruction of mines, providing assistance to victims and
raising awareness of the dangers of mines.

The government declares that it is supporting the work of the National Committee and the
National Yemen Mine Action Centers for immediate, rapid efforts to destroy landmines,
carry out educational and awareness programs of the dangers of landmines, and assist
victims in those areas tainted by the events of 2011.

[The Government] urges the international community to continue providing support to
the Republic of Yemen to aid its efforts to destroy landmines, raise awareness of their
dangers, and assist victims in light of the economic difficulties the country is going
through presently, and in light of the people’s need for security in different conditions, in
addition to Yemen’s suffering as a result of its confrontation of terrorism on behalf of the
international community.

((End))



Republic of Yemen [In the name of God | Number: [Kh] / [A] 396

Ministry of Foreign Affairs the Merciful the Date:

Office of the Minister Compassionate] Date: 9/7/2016
Important

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Yemen Sends its Warmest Greetings to
Human Rights Watch

In reference to HRW’s memo dated 22 August 2016 requesting information on the issue of the
use of landmines, the Ministry has attached herein a statement from the Yemeni Government
regarding this issue.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Yemen would like to take this
opportunity to express its sincerest appreciation for Human Rights Watch.

To\
Human Rights Watch
[Circular seal: Republic of Yemen, Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
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