
 
February 5, 2019 
 
State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Re: House Bill 1108 and Discussions of Gender Identity in 
Schools 
 
Dear Representative, 
 
I am a researcher at Human Rights Watch and wish to share my concern about HB 
1108, which would prohibit schools from providing instruction on gender identity 
in public schools. 
 
Human Rights Watch has interviewed hundreds of students, teachers, administrators, 
and parents about lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) issues in US schools, 
including in South Dakota. We have documented the impact of laws and policies that 
discriminate against LGBT students in a report, “Like Walking Through a Hailstorm”: 
Discrimination Against LGBT Youth in US Schools, which we released in Sioux Falls in 
2016. 
 
Among the issues examined in the report are laws restricting discussions of LGBT 
issues in schools. We are unaware of school curricula in South Dakota that currently 
discuss gender identity. Yet proactively prohibiting teachers from talking about 
gender identity will inflict real harm on transgender youth. Our report outlines why 
these laws are harmful on pages 9-13 and 39-55. We have documented how laws 
like HB 1108 deter teachers from acknowledging or discussing LGBT people in 
government, literature, or art classes; stigmatize and alienate LGBT students in 
school; and prevent teachers and administrators from offering affirming support to 
students who experience bullying or harassment because of their sexual orientation 
or gender identity. If you find it helpful, we have also recorded a video about the 
impact of these laws in Utah – which recently repealed a law similar to the one 
South Dakota is considering enacting.  
 
I hope you will consider the negative consequences of these laws and reject HB 
1108. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ryan Thoreson 
Researcher, LGBT Rights Program 
Human Rights Watch  
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