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3 December 2018
Re: Ethnic Turkic refugees and asylum seekers from China

Dear Ministers,
We write regarding the status of ethnic Turkic refugees and asylum seekers from China in your
country.
Over the past year, Human Rights Watch has extensively documented gross human rights
violations in Xinjiang, a region of northwestern China with a population of approximately 11 million
ethnic Turkic Muslims. We have detailed the authorities’ arbitrary collection of Xinjiang residents’
biodata1 without their consent, and highly intrusive surveillance tactics including having local
officials “home stay”2 with ethnic minority families and placing QR codes on their front doors so
that authorities can monitor residents’ conduct. In September 2018, we published a detailed
report3 on the legally-baseless “political education” camps, in which credible estimates suggest a
million people are being arbitrarily detained. Our research documents torture and political
indoctrination in these camps, and pervasive restrictions on human rights outside the camps.
This latest government “Strike Hard” campaign does not stop at China’s borders. In our recent
report and other communications, we have detailed the Chinese government’s efforts to harass,
intimidate, and threaten members of the Uyghur diaspora around the world,4 often in an attempt
to compel them to return to China,5 or provide information regarding family members who remain
in China. We have documented instances of forced returns of ethnic Uyghurs to China from
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Cambodia,6 Nepal, Pakistan, and Thailand,7 among others; all are at grave risk of further abuses8
and few if any of those forced back have been heard from again. Some are known to have been
prosecuted and ill-treated in detention.
We are encouraged by the recent decisions made by a few European Union member states to
suspend deportations of Uyghurs to China, given the current crackdown in Xinjiang. We were
similarly heartened by Malaysia’s recent decision to allow 11 Uyghur asylum seekers to go to
Turkey.
In its October 4, 2018 resolution9 on the “Mass arbitrary detentions of Uyghurs and Kazaks in the
Xinjiang Autonomous Region,” the European Parliament welcomed the decisions taken by
Germany and Sweden and called on all other EU member states to follow suit and to expedite
asylum claims by Turkic Muslims at risk of being forcibly returned to China; the European
Parliament also called on EU member states to invoke domestic law, as appropriate, to investigate
the Chinese government’s intimidation of Turkic Muslim diaspora communities in Europe.
In light of the above facts and the calls formulated by the European Parliament, we urge your
government to not forcibly return ethnic Uyghurs, Kazakhs, or other Turkic Muslims to China
without providing a full and fair individualized examination of their risk of being persecuted, or
tortured or ill-treated, in China. This would be consistent with your government’s obligations
under the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol, as well as the Convention against
Torture. We also urge that your government expedite the asylum claims of individuals from this
community, and that it investigates the Chinese government’s intimidation of Turkic Muslim
diaspora communities and invoke domestic law as appropriate. The situation for those forcibly
returned prior to the current crackdown was bleak; the reality now is grim.
We look forward to working with you on this urgent matter.
Yours sincerely,
Lotte Leicht

Sophie Richardson

EU Advocacy Director

China Director
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