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Summary 

In November 2013, the government of Yemen admitted that a "violation" of the Mine 

Ban Treaty had occurred in 2011 during the popular uprising that led to the ouster of 

then-President Ali Abdullah Saleh. This followed reports issued by Human Rights Watch 

and others earlier in 2013 showing that the former government's Republican Guard 

forces laid thousands of antipersonnel mines in 2011 at Bani Jarmooz, northeast of 

Yemen's capital Sana'a, resulting in numerous civilian casualties. 

As a state party to the treaty, Yemen has a duty to identify those responsible for the 

mine-laying and to hold them accountable. The treaty also obligates Yemen to mark the 

mine-affected area, warn the population of the hazard, clear the mines, and assist the 

victims. Yemen committed to undertake these tasks immediately at Bani Jarmooz. 

In March 2014 Yemen provided the treaty's president with an interim report on the 

situation at Bani jarmooz that indicates plans have been made for clearance, marking, 

risk education, and victim assistance, but there appears to have been no clearance, no 

marking or fencing of mine-affected areas as of April2014 and little or no risk 

education and victim assistance carried out. 

Human Rights Watch investigations have confirmed that there has been no clearance of 

the mined areas at Bani jarmooz and at least seven more civilian landm ine victims 

since April2013, including one death. Altogether since late 2011, land mines in the area 

have killed at least two civilians and wounded 20 according to Human Rights Watch 

and others. 
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Furthermore, according to the report, local people in Bani Jarmooz and Arhab districts 

intervened to stop the demining operations on their first day in protest at the 

government's failure to provide compensation for mine-related deaths and injuries, 

damaged vehicles and loss of agricultural income.13 

Ill. Civilian Harm from Landmines at Bani Jarmooz 
Human Rights Watch has raised the need for clearance of Bani Jarmooz minefields with 

Yemeni government representatives on multiple occasions. During meetings with 

President Abd Rabu Mansur Hadi and other high-ranking officials and political party 

leaders in Sanaa on January 26 to 28, 2014, Human Rights Watch was told it would 

immediately mark the areas contaminated by mines at Bani Jarmooz.14 

In April2013, a Human Rights Watch researcher visited Bani Jarmooz to investigate the 

2011 reports of landmine use. A follow-up visit in March 2014 did not prove possible, 

but Human Rights Watch has talked to a number of community leaders from Bani 

Jarmooz by telephone as well as local NGOs familiar with the impact of the mined areas 

on local communities such as Yemen Rights Foundation and Raqeep Organization for 

Human Rights. 

On Aprilt, 2014, a resident of al-Hijra village in Bani Jarmooz told Human Rights Watch 

that the situation "has gotten worse" since last year as there has been no mine action 

and more mine casualties. There have been multiple mine explosions and new mine 

victims in the mined areas around the Republican Guard's 63rd Brigade camp. 

Local residents have provided Human Rights Watch with a list of seven victims from 

antipersonnel and antivehicle mines in the Bani Jarmooz area-including three 

children-in the period since May 2013:1s 

On March 12, 2014, Sultan Dahra, a 40-year-old man from Bait Dahra, lost both 

his legs in a mine explosion and later died in hospital; 

In February 2014, Mohamed Moaith, a 33-year-old man from al-Ghola, was 

seriously wounded when the vehicle he was in detonated an antivehicle mine; 

On january 15, 2014, Saida Abdullah Dahra, a to-year-old girl from Bait Dahra, 

lost her hand in a mine explosion; 

13 "Yemen Initial Report to the presid ent of th e Thirteenth Meeting of the States Parties," attached to letter from Kassem 

Ahmed Al-Aggam, Chairman, Nat ional Mine Action Committee, Yemen, March 29, 2 014, p. 6. This has been confirmed by 

local NGOs. 

14 Human Rights Watch meeting with Maj. Gen. Ahmed Hussein al-Akily, director of the Office of the Supreme 

Commander of the Armed Forces. 

15 The list of vi ctim s is on file with Human Rights Watch. 

YEMEN•s COMPLIANCE WITH THE MINE BAN TREATY 6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In january 2014, Najeeb al-Haj, a 35-year-old man from Arhab, lost his leg in a 

mine explosion; 

On December 1, 2013, Fathel Ali Jasar, a 12-year-old boy from al-Harah, lost his 

leg in a mine explosion; 

On July 6, 2013, Abeer Dahra, a 9-year-old from Bait Dahra, lost several fingers 

in a mine explosion; 

In June 2013, Mohamed Haidar, a 31-year-old man from al-Ghola, was seriously 

wounded when the vehicle he was travelling in detonated an antivehicle mine. 

Previously, on May 27, 2013, Human Rights Watch reported that in the period since late 

2011 mines laid at Bani jarmooz had caused at least 15 civilian casualties, including 

nine children: 

On April12, 2013, Fawaz Mohsin Saleh Husn, a 9-year-old boy from al-Khabsha, 

lost his left leg in a mine explosion while tending his family's sheep; 

On November 30, 2011, five civilians were wounded by mines outside the 

camp of the 63rd Brigade of the Republican Guard on the main road from Bait 

Dahara to Sanaa; 

On November 26, 2011, Mr. Abdullah Mohamed, was wounded in a mine 

explosion on while attempting to clear the mines; 

On September 2, 2011, Abdulhamid Wasel Ali Wasel, a 14-year-old boy from 

al-Gharbi village, was killed when the vehicle he was travelling in hit an 

antivehicle mine; 

During an April 2013 visit to Bani Jarmooz, Human Rights Watch documented 

four other cases of victims of antipersonnel mines and one case involving the 

use of an antivehicle mine. Human Rights Watch also met two children who 

were injured while they were tending sheep in the fields. 

In total, Human Rights Watch has re corded 22 landmine casualties at Bani Jarmooz 

since late 2011, including 12 children. Two victims died, while several of the injured 

are now amputees. 

In March 2014, Raqeep Organization for Human Rights published a report listing 28 

mine victims in the Bani jarmooz area during the period May 2011- March 2014. 16 ln 

addition, Yemen Rights indicates that at least 62 land mine explosions have been 

16 See Raq eep Organization fo r Human Rights, " Monitoring Landmine and UXOs Victims in Arhab, Nehm, and Bani 

Jarmooz," March 2014, 

http:/ fwww. ra q eep .orgj images up / 9518_lan m i ne%zo and%zoU XOs%2o Report%20 in%2 oArh ab,N e h m%zo and%z oBan 

i%2 oJ arm ooz. pdf. 
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recorded in the area since May 2013, resulting in a number of dead or maimed farm 

animals.'? 

Due to lack of access it is not possible to determine if every casualty recorded at Bani 

)armooz is the result of the antipersonnellandmines laid in 2011 by the Republican 

Guards or caused by landmines and explosive remnants or war left from other periods. 

After checking with community leaders and local NGOs, the majority of casualties are 

believed to be the result of the recently-laid mines. 

During a previous research visit in April 2013, a resident told Human Rights Watch that 

in late September or early October 2011, he had used binoculars to watch between 10 

and 15 soldiers in Republican Guard uniforms lay mines in a nearby wadi, or river bed. 

From their descriptions, from drawings that local residents provided to Human Rights 

Watch, and from photographs taken by an international journalist, the antipersonnel 

mines used at Bani Jarmooz include PMN and PMD-6 mines manufactured by the Soviet 

Union and GYATA-64 mines manufactured by Hungary.18 

On April3, 2014 a local community leader told Human Rights Watch that a clearance 

team visited two or three weeks earlier to try and demine the area, but after a mine 

exploded, the operation stopped and had not been resumed as of April 3·'9 

Three local residents interviewed by Human Rights Watch on April3 all stated that 

there are no signs marking the mined area or warning of the danger.2 0 

Some tribal leaders from the area and the military police attempted to meet with 

members ofthe Republican Guard's 63rd Brigade over the past year, but no one replied 

to their requests.21 

'7 Telephone interview with Nabeel ai-Awzari, Yemen Rights, April 6, 2014. 
18 joe Sheffer, "Revenge Landmines of the Arab Spring," Foreign Policy, May 24, 2013, (accessed April 2, 2014), 

http://www .foreign poI i cy.co m I a rticles/2013/ os/24/ revenge_la n d min es_of_th e_a ra b_spri ng_yem en: and "Yemen: 

Investigate, Respond to Landmine Use Reports," Human Rights Watch news release, May 27, 2013, 

https://www .hrw .org/ n ews/2 013/ os/27/yem en-investigate-res pond -Ia nd mine-use-reports. 

'9 Telephone interview with Nasib Hisn, April 2, 2014. 
2 0 Telephone interviews with Nab eel ai-Aawzari, Ali al-jormoozi, and Mabrook al-jormoozi, April 2, 2014. 
21 Teleph one interview with Mabrook al -j o rm oozi, March 31, 2014. 
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