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' San Francisco Police Department

b ‘ NARRATIVE

purpose of enforcing prostitution laws. Ofc. Hansen #2095 was act
were both driving unmarked SFPD vehicles in the area of Shotwell

This is an area known fo me to contain a high concentration of pro:
Homeowners, business owners and passerby have repeatedly file:
prostitution related crimes. Some of the complaints include, but ar
loitering for the purposes of prostitution, public sex acts, discarded
assaults, batteries, thefls, robberies, rapes and increased foot and
day and night, vehicles circling the area known as “the track™ as th
and solicit prostitutes. “The track is bordered by 16th Street on the
Harrison Street on the East and Mission Street on the West.

comp!aints regarding a vanety of
not limited to; men and women
ntraceptives, pimping,

ehicular traffic all hours of the
male drivers attempt to locate
orth, 24th Street on the South,

| saw a Black female adult who later identified by her as (B-1) e

Loitering on Shotwell St. between 18th St. and 21s{| St. | parked in the area to
observe GEIIE. WA was wearing see through stockings with a flower print, a tight black jacket,
and high heel shoes | observed JllllIR repeatedly looking at vehiclps passing at our location.
Several single occupancy vehicles repeatedly slowed as they passgd by GlIlER. As the vehicles
passed, IR would make eye contact with the person in the vehfcle. | observed an unknown adult
male driving a red sedan park his vehicle south bound on Shotwell between 20th St and 21 St next
to where WHEINB was standing on the sidewalk. Upon doing this | ofjserved 4EllE approach and get
in the red sedans front passenger seat. Sevaral minutes later exited the vehicle and the )
vehicle drove away. Based on [l location, my observations, manner of dress, actions,
and behavior, | determined {IIIR was loitering on Shotwell with thie purpose for prostitution

Ofc. Hansen and .| approached {llllR and identified ourselves as [police officers and placed [N
under arrest for PC 653.22(a). | read Wl her Miranda rights to which she stated *yes” she

understood her rights. Under Miranda, Barker said she had traveled by car fram the city of (NS

to San Francisco to prostitute herself on the “track.” il told mel she had recently been armest in

San Francisco for Prostitution, @l stated the reason why she was prostituting herself, was she
needed the money™. | asked R about the unknown male in th@ red sedan and why she had

gotten into his vehicle. il told me the unknown male in the red|sedan had parked and attempted
to negotiate a sex act with (il for money however the unknown|male did not have enough :
money to pay Gl for his requested sex act, so she exited the vehicle.

Officer Hansen and | subsequently transported @llto Mission Rplice Station. A.computer check
showed SN had one prior arrests for prostitution in San Francisgo on 04/19/2011 report #

. Officer Hansen took two photos of Jll@ and another|photo of two condoms (N
had removed from her left front jacket pocket. The photos were saed to the (E-1) CD. All evidence
was booked Mission Station. Sl was later transported to the S3n Francisco County Jail one for
the listed charges based in the likelihood of a continuing offense.

Sgt. Lynch #1887 was advised and approved the booking and arre§t of Yl
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Sex Workers at Risk

Condoms as Evidence of Prostitution in Four US Cities

Human Rights Watch interviewed more than 300 people, including 200 current and former sex workers, in New York, Los Angeles,
Washington, DC, and San Francisco as part of an investigation into barriers to effective HIV prevention for sex workers. The
findings are shocking: city public health departments spend millions of dollars promoting and distributing condoms as an
effective method of HIV prevention. Meanwhile, police departments undermine these efforts by harassing and threatening sex
workers for carrying condoms and using possession of condoms as evidence to support prostitution arrests.

For many sex workers, particularly transgender women, arrest means facing degrading treatment and other abuse at the hands
of the police. For immigrants, arrest for prostitution offenses can mean detention and removal from the United States. Some
women told Human Rights Watch that they continued to carry condoms despite the harsh consequences. For others, fear of arrest
overwhelmed their need to protect themselves from HIV, other sexually transmitted diseases, and pregnancy. An alarming
number of sex workers told us they were afraid to carry the number of condoms they needed, and some had unprotected sex with
clients as a result.

Police and district attorneys should stop using condoms as evidence of prostitution. The value of condoms for HIV prevention far
outweighs any utility they might have in the criminal justice system. Strong federal leadership is also needed. The US
government provides millions of dollars of funding to each of the cities addressed in this report to prevent HIV among sex
workers, transgender women, and other groups that it has targeted because of their high risk of infection. That investment should
not be undermined by police officers telling sex workers to throw their condoms away or risk arrest.

o

© 2012 Human Rights Watch

hrw.org






