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Combined Joint Task Force — Operation Inherent Resolve WATCH
(CITF-OIR)
Us Central Command

www.hrw.org

December1z, 2019

To whom it may concern,

Human Rights Watch (HRW) is an international independent
nongovernmental advocacy organization monitoring human rights
compliance in over ninety countries around the globe, including Syria.

The organization has documented human rights abuses in Syria since
1991, and we have produced numerous reports on violations during the
current crisis since March 2011 by all parties to the conflict. The reports
are based on in-depth research, and where feasible involve onsite
investigations in Syria.

We will be publishing a report that documents abuse by the Islamic State
(1S1S), focusing on the fates of those who had been detained, kidnapped,
and executed by the group. We have conducted dozens of in-depth
interviews with families that detail their plight and we will be issuing
specific recommendations to address the issue to relevant local and
international authorities, including the US-led Combined Joint Task Force
- Operation Inherent Resolve.

Our standard practice is to give authorities the opportunity to
communicate their point of view and have any information they provide
reflected in our publications, provided it is received on time of course.

For our report to encompass your response, we would greatly appreciate
your answer to the following questions by January 6, 2019:
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1. What procedures or mechanisms does the coalition have in place to
register and manage cases of individuals who have been kidnapped
or detained by ISIS? How many such individuals has the coalition
registered?

2. Are there cooperation protocols in place to share information with
local and international authorities and governments?

3. Does the coalition maintain communication with the families of the
kidnapped? What steps have you taken to guarantee the rights of
the families to uncover the fate of their relatives?

4. Have any detainees formerly detained by ISIS been handed over by
the US-led coalition to other judicial or security agencies within or
outside Syria?

Thank you in advance for considering our request. Should you have any clarificatory
questions or comments, please feel free to reach out to my colleague, Sara Kayyali at

Sincerely,

Sarah Leah Whitson
Executive Director

Middle East and North Africa
Human Rights Watch
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