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Hijer Tunjo

Satellite image of the village of Hijer Tunjo recorded before the government offensive in late February 2014.

Satellite image of the village of Hijer Tunjo recorded after the government offensive in late February 2014, 
shows extensive areas of housing destruction and evidence of burnt vegetation consistent with an arson attack.
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Um Gunya

Satellite image of the village of Um Gunya recorded before the government offensive in late February 2014.

Satellite image of the village of Um Gunya recorded after the government offensive in late February 2014, 
shows extensive areas of housing destruction and evidence of burnt vegetation consistent with an arson attack.
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False-color infrared satellite image of the village of Um Gunya recorded after the government offensive in late February 2014,
shows extensive areas of housing destruction and evidence of burnt vegetation consistent with an arson attack. 
Areas of fire-related damages appear dark purple in this image.
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Afouna

Satellite image of the village of Afouna recorded before the government offensive in late February 2014.

Satellite image of the village of Afouna recorded after the government offensive in late February 2014, 
shows extensive areas of housing destruction and evidence of burnt vegetation consistent with an arson attack.
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Gasa Sel

Satellite image of the village of Gasa Sel recorded before the government offensive in late February 2014.

Satellite image of the village of Gasa Sel recorded after the government offensive in late February 2014, 
shows extensive areas of housing destruction and evidence of burnt vegetation consistent with an arson attack.
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CENTRAL DARFUR
Human Rights Watch identified a total of over 340 destroyed buildings
and evidence of burnt vegetation in the villages of Bardani and Korma,
and a total of over 35 destroyed buildings and evidence of burnt
vegetation in the village of Nurya consistent with arson attacks. 



PROBABLE ARSON DAMAGE  IN BARDANI AND KORMA, CENTRAL DARFUR

PROBABLE ARSON DAMAGE  IN NURYA, CENTRAL DARFUR
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Human Rights Watch damage assessment based on time series of satellite images 
recorded on October 16, 2014; February 6,17 2015; March 15, 2015; and April 22, 2015

Human Rights Watch damage assessment based on time series of satellite images 
recorded on October 16, 2014; February 6,17 2015; March 15, 2015; and April 22, 2015
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Bardani

Satellite image of the villages of Bardani and Korma recorded during the government offensive in February 2014.

Satellite image of the of the villages of Bardani and Korma recorded after the government offensive, 
shows extensive areas of housing destruction and evidence of burnt vegetation consistent with an arson attack.
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• Immediately disarm and disband the Rapid Support Forces and withdraw them from Darfur.

• Immediately issue clear, public orders to all government forces in Darfur to stop all attacks against civilians.

• Immediately allow UNAMID, independent and impartial humanitarian agencies, and human rights organizations
unfettered access to all areas of Darfur.

• Conduct prompt, impartial and independent investigations of abuses by the Rapid Support Forces and other
government forces in Darfur and prosecute alleged perpetrators in accordance with international fair trial standards.  

• Promptly provide redress to the victims of abuses by government forces, including through compensation and
recovering and returning all looted property.

• Ensure the urgent provision of comprehensive and non-discriminatory health services to women and girls who have
experienced sexual violence. Ensure that male survivors of sexual violence also have access to these services. 

• Cooperate fully with the International Criminal Court, including in the execution of arrest warrants.

To the African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID)

• Publicly demand access to Jebel Marra and other areas in Darfur where civilians are vulnerable to serious abuse and
establish a permanent presence in these areas, such as an operating base, and implement proactive patrols to help
protect civilians.

• Investigate and publicly report allegations of serious abuses by the Sudanese security forces, including the Sudanese
Armed Forces, the Rapid Support Forces, pro-government militias and opposition armed groups. If access to the
locations where the alleged abuses took place is not granted, UNAMID human rights officers should investigate
through telecommunication and other remote research methods. 

To the United Nations Security Council and the African Union Peace and Security Council

• Demand that Sudan allow UNAMID immediate and unrestricted access to all of Darfur, including to establish a
permanent presence, such as an operating base, in government-controlled, rebel-controlled, and contested areas
where it now has little or no presence. 

• Impose travel bans and asset freezes on individuals responsible for the attacks on civilians in Darfur, and for the
continued obstruction of peacekeepers and UN investigators.

• Press for cooperation by the Sudanese government with the International Criminal Court’s investigation and
prosecution of serious international crimes committed in Darfur. 

To the Government of Sudan

RECOMMENDATIONS
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To the European Union and Member States:

• Send a clear message to the government of Sudan that continued crimes in violation of international law,
impunity for such crimes, and repeated failure to cooperate with the International Criminal Court (ICC), will
result in the imposition of targeted punitive EU sanctions against individuals and entities deemed
responsible, as ministers warned in their General Affairs and External Relations Council meeting conclusion
on Sudan in June 2008. EU member states should task the EU High Representative with drawing up a list of
individuals and entities who could be subject to such sanctions.

• If there is a lack of progress in ending the abuses and impunity, the EU Foreign Affairs Council should adopt
targeted punitive sanctions, including travel bans and asset freezes against individuals and entities, on all
sides of the conflict, found to be responsible 1) for serious violations of the laws of war, 2) for continued
impunity for grave international crimes, or 3) for Sudan’s failure to meet its Chapter VII obligations under the
UN Charter and cooperate with the ICC.

To the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

• The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights should rectify UNAMID’s past failure to investigate
mass rape by promptly dispatching a special investigative team with expertise in sexual and gender-based
violence to conduct an investigation into alleged rape and other sexual violence in Darfur. If independent
access to the affected areas is not granted, the team should investigate through interviews outside of Darfur
and other remote research methods. 

To the UN Human Rights Council and the Independent Expert on Sudan

• The Human Rights Council should request the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to urgently
dispatch an investigative team with expertise in sexual and gender-based violence to conduct an investi-
gation into alleged abuses in Darfur.

• The Independent Expert on the situation in Sudan should urgently request access to areas affected by serious
abuses committed by the Rapid Support Forces and other government forces in Darfur and report the findings
and recommendations to the UN Human Rights Council. 

To Opposition Armed Groups 

• Reestablish humanitarian coordinators and develop a strategy to encourage humanitarian agencies back to
rebel-controlled areas. 

• Facilitate the full, safe and unimpeded access of humanitarian personnel and the urgent delivery of humani-
tarian assistance to all civilians living in and around rebel-controlled territory. 

To the AU Special Envoy on Women, Peace and Security, the AU Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights, the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, and the UN Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict

• Encourage UN bodies and humanitarian aid agencies to take steps to ensure victims of sexual abuse, Golo,
and other areas of Darfur have access to comprehensive and non-discriminatory health services.






