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Annex 1: African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights Resolution 275: Protection against Violence and 
other Human Rights Violations against Persons on the 

basis of their real or imputed Sexual Orientation or 
Gender Identity 

 

African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights 
 
The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (the African Commission), 
meeting at its 55thOrdinary Session held in Luanda, Angola, from 28 April to 12 May 
2014: 
 
Recalling that Article 2 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (the African 
Charter) prohibits discrimination of the individual on the basis of distinctions of any kind 
such as race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, political or any other opinion, 
national and social origin, fortune, birth or any status;  
 
Further recalling that Article 3 of the African Charter entitles every individual to equal 
protection of the law; 
 
Noting that Articles 4 and 5 of the African Charter entitle every individual to respect of their 
life and the integrity of their person, and prohibit torture and other cruel, sinhuman and 
degrading treatment or punishment; 
 
Alarmed that acts of violence, discrimination and other human rights violations continue 
to be committed on individuals in many parts of Africa because of their actual or imputed 
sexual orientation or gender identity; 
 
Noting that such violence includes ‘corrective’ rape, physical assaults, torture, murder, 
arbitrary arrests, detentions, extra-judicial killings and executions, forced disappearances, 
extortion and blackmail; 
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Further alarmed at the incidence of violence and human rights violations and abuses by 
State and non-State actors targeting human rights defenders and civil society 
organisations working on issues of sexual orientation or gender identity in Africa; 
Deeply disturbed by the failure of law enforcement agencies to diligently investigate and 
prosecute perpetrators of violence and other human rights violations targeting persons on 
the basis of their imputed or real sexual orientation or gender identity; 
 

1. Condemns the increasing incidence of violence and other human rights violations, 
including murder, rape, assault, arbitrary imprisonment and other forms of 
persecution of persons on the basis of their imputed or real sexual orientation or 
gender identity; 

2. Specifically condemns the situation of systematic attacks by State and non-state 
actors against persons on the basis of their imputed or real sexual orientation or 
gender identity; 

3. Calls on State Parties to ensure that human rights defenders work in an enabling 
environment that is free of stigma, reprisals or criminal prosecution as a result of 
their human rights protection activities, including the rights of sexual minorities; 
and 

4. Strongly urges States to end all acts of violence and abuse, whether committed by 
State or non-state actors, including by enacting and effectively applying 
appropriate laws prohibiting and punishing all forms of violence including those 
targeting persons on the basis of their imputed or real sexual orientation or gender 
identities, ensuring proper investigation and diligent prosecution of perpetrators, 
and establishing judicial procedures responsive to the needs of victims. 

 
Adopted at the 55th Ordinary Session of the African Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights in Luanda, Angola, 28 April to 12 May 2014 
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Annex 2: Human Rights Watch Letter to Ghana 
Police Service 

 
 
October 11, 2017  
 
Mr. David Asante-Apeatu 
Inspector General of Police 
Ghana Police Service Headquarters 
Cantonment, 
Ring Road, Accra 
 
Telephone: +233 302 779300 +233 302 779302-5 
 
Email: info@police.gov.gh 
CC: blantarijm@gmail.com  

Dear Mr. Asante-Apeatu,  

I hope this letter finds you well.  

I am writing to present an advance and embargoed draft copy of our 
report on the human rights situation of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people in Ghana, to be released in early November, 
in order to provide the Ghanaian government an opportunity to respond 
to our findings and recommendations. Our established practice is to 
submit our findings to authorities and institutions whose record is the 
subject of the report in order for their information and point of view to be 
reflected in the reports we publish.  

Human Rights Watch is an international human rights organization that 
conducts research and advocacy in over 90 countries worldwide. We 
have documented violations of human rights in Ghana for many years, 
including the report Precious Metal, Cheap Labor: Child Labor and 
Corporate Responsibility in Ghana's Artisanal Gold Mines published in 
June 2015.  

Human Rights Watch conducted in-depth research in Ghana to examine 
human rights violations on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 
identity and to assess the impact of section 104(1)(b) of the Criminal 
Code Act 29, 1960 on the lives of LGBT people. Our research shows that 
despite the rare, if any, prosecutions under this provision of the Criminal 
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Code, the criminalization of adult consensual same-sex conduct contributes to a climate 
in which violence and discrimination against LGBT people is common. This law fuels a 
social environment in which there is pervasive violence against lesbian, bisexual and 
gender non-conforming women in the home and LGBT people more generally in 
communities where they live. Furthermore, this law contributes significantly to a climate 
of impunity for crimes committed against LGBT people.  

In order to incorporate your response into our report, we would, however, need to receive 
your response (in writing) by October 24, 2017. Please note that this is a draft copy, 
which is under embargo until a release date (to be announced) in November 2017. 

We very much look forward to receiving your response and maintaining a constructive 
dialogue with the Ghanaian government on the important matters and recommendations 
raised in the report. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Graeme Reid 
Director, LGBT Rights Program  
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Annex 3: Response from Ghana Police Service  
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Annex 4: Human Rights Watch letter to the 
Minister of Justice  

 
 
 
 
October 11, 2017  
 
Honorable Minister Gloria Afua Akuffo 
Ministry of Justice and Attorney-General’s Department 
P O Box MB60  
Accra  
 
Tel: +233 30 266 5051  
Fax: +233 30 2667609  
 
By email: info@mojagd.gov.gh  

Dear Honorable Minister,  

I hope this letter finds you well.  

I am writing to present an advance and embargoed draft copy of our 
report on the human rights situation of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people in Ghana, to be released in early November, 
in order to provide the Ghanaian government an opportunity to respond 
to our findings and recommendations. Our established practice is to 
submit our findings to authorities and institutions whose record is the 
subject of the report in order for their information and point of view to be 
reflected in the reports we publish.  

Human Rights Watch is an international human rights organization that 
conducts research and advocacy in over 90 countries worldwide. We 
have documented violations of human rights in Ghana for many years, 
including the report Precious Metal, Cheap Labor: Child Labor and 
Corporate Responsibility in Ghana's Artisanal Gold Mines published in 
June 2015.  

Human Rights Watch conducted in-depth research in Ghana to examine 
human rights violations on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 
identity and to assess the impact of section 104(1)(b) of the Criminal 
Code Act 29, 1960 on the lives of LGBT people. Our research shows that 
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despite the rare, if any, prosecutions under this provision of the Criminal Code, the 
criminalization of adult consensual same-sex conduct contributes to a climate in which 
violence and discrimination against LGBT people is common. This law fuels a social 
environment in which there is pervasive violence against lesbian, bisexual and gender 
non-conforming women in the home and LGBT people more generally in communities 
where they live. Furthermore, this law contributes significantly to a climate of impunity 
for crimes committed against LGBT people.  

In order to incorporate your response into our report, we would, however, need to receive 
your response (in writing) by October 24, 2017. Please note that this is a draft copy, 
which is under embargo until a release date (to be announced) in November 2017. 

We very much look forward to receiving your response and maintaining a constructive 
dialogue with the Ghanaian government on the important matters and recommendations 
raised in the report. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Graeme Reid 
Director, LGBT Rights Program  
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Annex 5: Human Rights Watch Letter to Human 
Rights Commission and Administrative Justice  

 
 
October 11, 2017  
 
Dr. Isaac Annan 
Director: Human Rights 
Ghana Human Rights Commission 
Old Parliament House, High Street 
Accra  
 
Tel: +233 302-662150 
 
 
By email: ilannan2001@yahoo.co.uk  

Dear Dr. Annan,  

I hope this letter finds you well.  

I am writing to present an advance and embargoed draft copy of our 
report on the human rights situation of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people in Ghana, to be released in early November, 
in order to provide the Ghanaian government an opportunity to respond 
to our findings and recommendations. Our established practice is to 
submit our findings to authorities and institutions whose record is the 
subject of the report in order for their information and point of view to be 
reflected in the reports we publish.  

Human Rights Watch is an international human rights organization that 
conducts research and advocacy in over 90 countries worldwide. We 
have documented violations of human rights in Ghana for many years, 
including the report Precious Metal, Cheap Labor: Child Labor and 
Corporate Responsibility in Ghana's Artisanal Gold Mines published in 
June 2015.  

Human Rights Watch conducted in-depth research in Ghana to examine 
human rights violations on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 
identity and to assess the impact of section 104(1)(b) of the Criminal 
Code Act 29, 1960 on the lives of LGBT people. Our research shows that 
despite the rare, if any, prosecutions under this provision of the Criminal 
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Code, the criminalization of adult consensual same-sex conduct contributes to a climate 
in which violence and discrimination against LGBT people is common. This law fuels a 
social environment in which there is pervasive violence against lesbian, bisexual and 
gender non-conforming women in the home and LGBT people more generally in 
communities where they live. Furthermore, this law contributes significantly to a climate 
of impunity for crimes committed against LGBT people.  

In order to incorporate your response into our report, we would, however, need to receive 
your response (in writing) by October 24, 2017. Please note that this is a draft copy, 
which is under embargo until a release date (to be announced) in November 2017. 

We very much look forward to receiving your response and maintaining a constructive 
dialogue with the Ghanaian government on the important matters and recommendations 
raised in the report. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Graeme Reid 
Director, LGBT Rights Program  
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Annex 6: Terminology Used in Ghana 
 

Kojo Besi / 
Kwadwo Besia 

 A Twu term which describes a man who does not conform to 
typical masculinity. 

Ntowbea  Akan terms from Akwapim area, meaning Ntow (boy), bea 
(feminine or woman). Translation is a term which describes a 
feminine boy.  

 
Nuu-Yoo  Ga term for masculine woman. Literally translated ‘man/woman’. 

Can be a positive term or derogatory. 
Yoo-fem  Ga term for ‘doing woman’, a male who is considered woman-like. 

A non-derogatory term. 
Nuu-Feem  Ga term for ‘doing man’, a female who is considered man-like. A 

non-derogatory term. 
Obarima  Akan for male. 
Obaa  Akan for female. 
Supi  A Twi/Ga term to describe same sex relationships between 

women. May also be used to derogatorily to describe a woman 
who is seen as masculine. 

Sasso  A more recent community developed term for ‘gay’ which also may 
be used to substitute kojo besia. This term means peers in Ga/Twi. 
A non-derogatory term.  
 

Source: CEPEHRG & Global Forum on MSM & HIV, Documentation of LGBTIQ Human 
Rights Abuses in Ghana: A 2015 Community Led Documentation Project 

 


