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(above) Franciel Souza Guajajara 
leads a group of “forest 
guardians” of the Tenetehara 
Indigenous people on a foot 
patrol near the village of Lagoa 
Comprida, Araribóia Indigenous 
Territory, Maranhão state,  
June 2018.    
© 2018 Brent Stirton 

(front cover) A forest fire rages in 
Santo Antonio do Matupi, 
southern Amazonas state, Brazil, 
August 27, 2019.  

© 2019 Associated Press

During the last decade, more than 300 people have been killed in the Amazon in conflicts over the use of land 
and resources, according to available data. Many of them were killed by people involved in illegal logging. 

Rainforest Mafias documents 28 such killings, and over 40 death threats, where evidence collected by Human 
Rights Watch indicates the perpetrators saw their victims as obstacles to illegal deforestation.    

The report shows how the deforestation is driven largely by criminal networks that use intimidation and violence 
against people who defend the forest, including members of Indigenous communities, other local residents, and 
environmental enforcement agents.     

It documents how Brazilian authorities fail to prevent that violence and, when it occurs, to hold perpetrators 
accountable. The report draws upon more than 170 interviews, many with government officials who provide inside 
accounts of how President Jair Bolsonaro is undermining enforcement efforts. By doing so, he is endangering both 
the Amazon and the people who live there. 

The stakes of the fight between Brazil’s forest defenders and criminal networks extend far beyond its borders. As 
its contribution to global efforts to mitigate climate change, Brazil committed in 2016 to eliminate illegal 
deforestation in the Amazon by 2030. Until the country addresses the violence and lawlessness that facilitate 
illegal logging, the destruction of the world’s largest rainforest is likely to continue unchecked.  
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