BFEBTLE

Ry HELICHLTIHEED
o A= L2 ATTITE,
AHEALE T—HEICLzL ] &
WITHELIRI £,

E3H nnnl BUNRESITEL
1, AMETBRICIIREL, HEL
HEVATT &

Ky 2y FAYATRFELOA
A—T>TEBL,. Hhh2HEo
BTk | T & #FESa—7
FTHB. "IOADFHTELH -7
ARELT. 2RBOEISLAEL
fro SHUIME LS HFHEET , Ty
AF—ty Erhs

TH i FELOIAHHBHEN
MNBllET 5547, EROBTIZ
AU e O

Nyoy TRE{pofoicil
o2y S THANT, —5—A
—y ENESTIATTN?

TH BEOL EN5, BEER
BEABEL L THRIEEZ LTW
FREAIFEAIBNTOE LT
HWyozy FELOIAMNSHRIC
B Stz A T |

TH pREoLEic, T7UNP
TITOERIZOVLWTEM LR
ZHAT, TBREMEEERTBHR
AHLEWERBST1ZATT,

HKysy ~zl MEREZHE
T5LET, —ER0ES IRV DIE?
I#H wuBEETI R —E&TC—
W LIzL D lE B DIAT, ODA (B
fERIFAER) HBYETITE, B
T e T HERIEO
MEREIZ DLW TH EALAREL

Sqo— THMYVD poaee  BR ACHIRIE pun ki

su T B oo Watsnats

i 4

a

Pakkun(ELTP) : I often find lawyers
put-offish, but Doi-san, you make a guy
‘want to spend time with you. Doi (1
; | Well thank you very much.
Actually, a lot of human rights activists
are lawyers. P: In the US, the lawyers
have an extremely bad image. There is
a lawyer joke that goes, "What do you
call ten lawyets at the bottom of the
sea?" "A good start" D: [ dreamed of
becoming a champion for justice when
I grew up. P: So when someone asked
you, "What do you want to be when
you grow up?" you'd answer "Sailor
Moon! (ANIME champion of love and
justice)," vight? D: I adored Sadako
Ogata who was serving as the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, when I was a high school student.
She was my idol then. P: Wow, were
you actually interested in saving refu-
gees as a child? D: I read a hook about
refugees in Africa and Asia when I was
in junior: high school. And I knew 1
wanted a career that would help these
people, P: Really! So please tell us,
whose attention do you want to draw
the most in the course of your work to
ensure human rights? D: That's a great
question. First and foremost, we want
to make a strong appeal to the Japa-
nese government. The country does
offer ODA (Official Development Assis-
tance). But what we are saying is, in
addition to putting up money, we want
the government to speak up and
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become more active in addressing
human rights issues of the ODA recipi-
ent countries and help victims of rights
violations. Tax payers' money can bhe
used more efficiently for people if the
ODA'is linked to human rights bench-

~marks. P: So how would you justify

your: cause when people ask, "Why
should we break our backs trying to
save someone we don't even know out
there?" D: That's another great ques-
tion. P: Well prepare yourself. It's
going Lo be one great question after
another today. D: Hahaha. I don't seek
financial sacrifices, but [ want the Jap-
anese people to lend moral and ethical
support in building a nation that serves
its role in respecting human rights.
When we protect human rights, we get
rid of not only discrimination, but can
get closer to end conflicts and war. The
world is guaranteed stability, peace
and affluence. P: This would be my
pitch. It is going to be three major
powers, military power, economic
power and soft power that run the
show in the 21st century. Japan is not a
country that wields its military or eco-
nomic clout. But if Japan could
improve its soft power; I believe Japan
has the potential to becoming a global
leader. Actually the country is doing
pretty well on the cultural aspect, with
things like ANIME. What it needs to
do is promote the real Japan to the
outside world. It is a nation that
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renounced war in its Constitution. So
it's time to capitalize on that morality,
and create a "Wanna-go-help-people
Corps" that is dispatched to overseas
disaster areas or lends support to refu-
gees. With every mission, Japan's
favorable image would be enhanced,
political and social power increased.
People would buy more Japanese
products, so the effort also helps
expand markets. Refugees saved
would even become new consumers.
D: Pakkun, whenever you get tired of
showbiz, we'd lile to welcome you as a
Human Rights Watch spokesperson! P:
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Hahaha! D: I really want to see Japan
fully utilize its soft power and step in to
become a true hero for all those
oppressed people around the world.
We have the potential and the qualifi-
cations. All we have to do is take
action. P: I know the US makes a lot
of noise about human rights in lots of
places. But in realily, there are plenty
of human rights violation issues that
need to be addressed at home in the
US. The country lacks consistency in
its allegations. D: It would be great if
our government would stop being so
compliant to the US. P: Hey, but it's no
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easy task, trying to tell the US, "Hey
man, show some respect for human
rights!" D: I know. But the US is
involved in human rights violations
including the abuse at Abu Ghraib in
Traq and detention without charge and
torture at Guantanamo Bay. These are
things motivate people to attack the
US and its allies, which is not only
counterproductive in fighting terrorism
but could critically damage interna-
tional security. P; Do you ever become
overwhelmed by the wretched condi-
tions you witness in developing coun-
tries? D: Sure. Sometimes, But |
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manage to come to terms with the
helpless feeling by taking a positive
approach. One of the most appalling
human rights violations are taking
place in Ogaden, Ethiopia. Ethiopian
troops are involved in such atrocities
including execution, torturing and rap-
ing civilians. It is a living hell scenario
but no governments take serious atten-
tions on the sufferings of these people.
P: We hear about such tragedies on
television, but it all gets drowned out
by attention-grabbing celebrity news.
Or rather, we'd like to forget the trage-
dies. D: I think it means something, 1f
even for a moment we realize that
there is great suffering around the
world. Still, we should be aware that
we all have opportunities Lo take
action. P: Like elections. D: Indeed. It
also could be something casual like,
"Hey I can't think of anything to post
on my blog. So why don't I write about
what I saw on the TV?" P: I read your
book. Japan is a country that accepts
precious few refugees. I understand
many Japanese people feel anxious
about taking in foreigners. D: It is
often pointed out that if we accept ref-
ugees into Japan, we compromise pub-
lic safety. But in reality there are no
statistics that prove there is a high
criminal rate among refugees. By
accepting them into our country, we
save their lives. We should not only
focus on the adverse effects, but be fair
and ready to embrace cullural diversity
and use it lo revitalize Japan. P: It is a
great thing to get in touch with differ-
ent cultures. Why not just welcome
what works for you? I am sure Japa-
nese people aren't wearing blue jeans
against their will. And no one is being
forced to drink coffee. I mean, when a
foreigner comes to Japan, everyone
ends up getting taken in by Japan ina
good way. I think Japan should be
more proud of their own sociely, their
culture, philosophy, moral and ethics.
Japan has wonderful things to offer. By
the way, you hecame certified as a law-
yer in the US also. How did you feel
about the disdain felt by Americans,
towards lawyers? D: American lawyers
have a tough time. I felt "Oh it is so
much nicer to be a lawyer in Japan."
You even get to be called SENSEL P:
But you have Lo pass a national exam.
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And it's quite a tough exam. I hear you
set the record, becoming the youngest
candidate to pass the test of the year.
So who took the test for you? D:
Ha-Ha! P: Any tips as to doing well on
the test? D: Never give up. My grades
weren't that fabulous so everyone told
me I wouldn't make it. But I just hated
the idea of spending another year
cramming. P: Did you do serious cram-
ming for English, too? D: Well, nothing
serious perhaps. P: Where did you
study English? D: When 1 served as a
legal volunteer in Eritrea in Africa. I
didn't understand their Tigrinya lan-
guage so I was forced to use English.
Then later on, I was involved in activi-
ties to assist asylum seekers. I used a
lot of English in communicating with
them. P: Was the English education
you received in junior high, high school
and college helpful? D: T went on a
home-stay program in Scotlanc when I
was in my third year of junior high
school. That's when I realized "Hey,
English is handy." Till then, I dicn't get
good grades hecause I hated memoriz-
ing English words. But that's when [
began studying in earnest. I practiced
English by talking to myself. P: I do
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the same thing. I do a play by play in
Japanese while riding my bicycle. T
am pedaling hard. And now the lights
turn red. I have to stop—it is a traffic
tule as established by law. Pedestrians
are looking at me funny." Do you have
any prohlems with English? D: Oh
plenty. I am always grumbling about
my poor English skills. I would really
like to work using Japanese. But there
are really no professional international
human rights organizations in Japan.
So I guess it can't be helped. P: Do you
think the Japanese feel it's meddle-
some to interfere in another country's
affairs? D: We always get told off by
ahusers, "It's none of your business."
The Ethiopian government said so.
However, the people of Ogaden, who
are the victims don't say anything like
that. I want us to listen to these small
voices. P: Your strong sense of justice is
impressive. D: You know how you can
get carried away about one particular
thing, when you are a youngster? It's
like you have got your blinders on and
nothing else matters. I feel like I have
never stopped running since then. P:
Not many people get to pursue a
career they've heen dreaming about
since childhood. And you are a human
rights activist. Do you have any advice
to people who want to be active in the
global scene? D: The important thing
might be not to seek the international
stage as your ultimate goal. It's what
you can do using the international
stage as your tool. It doesn't matter if
it's a half-haked dream. Keep on pursu-
ing it relentlessly. I am sure you will
see doors open. P: So dear AERA
English readers, dream a big dream,
and keep on running towards it. If you
can get this passionate, there's no need
to worry! English will follow.
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