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SHOWCASE BY PLATON

EXILED

shin Issariya is one of the young

Buddhist monks who, in
September, 2007, led peaceful demon-
strations in Burma that were crushed
by the country’s military regime. I met
him a few months later, in a sweltering
monastery in Rangoon, where he had
gone to hide from the authorities.
Following the custom of many Burmese,
he had adopted a pseudonym, King
Zero, while underground. By then,
many of his friends had been arrested.
Restrained and bookish, he was still
trying to organize his fellow-monks.
“Democracy is something similar to the
Buddha’s teachings,” he told me. Poverty
and oppression have made Burma’s
monks anything but otherworldly—
they are among the regime’s most
determined opponents. In late 2008,
Ashin Issariya exchanged his saffron
robe for civilian clothes and fled the
country, one step ahead of arrest. He is
now among the two hundred thousand
Burmese refugees living in Thailand.

In May, Human Rights Watch sent
the photographer Platon to Thailand,
where he made portraits of Ashin
Issariya and other Burmese. (A gallery
is available at newyorker.com and in
the magazine’s tablet edition.) At first, I
didn’t recognize the face. Platon, who
often photographs celebrities, turns the
hunted monk I met in Rangoon into an
icon of glowing defiance—a true king.
It's as if only in exile could Ashin
Issariya give full expression to the
personality that had to be kept under
wraps in the generals’ Burma.

On November 7th, the military
rulers will hold national elections
designed to perpetuate their grip on
power. Both the American and the
British governments have condemned the
vote as a sham, and the opposition, led
by Aung Sang Suu Kyj, is boycotting it.
The country’s real leaders remain in
prison, in hiding, in exile, under wraps,
waiting for their chance.

—George Packer
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Exil-Burmesen: Opfer der M
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© 2010 Platon for Human Rights Watch

Dieser 16-Jdhrige will sein Gesicht nicht zeigen. Er wurde als Kindersoldat fur die burmesische Armee rekrutiert und floh schlieBlich nach
Thailand. Die Militdrjunta regiert Burma mit eiserner Hand, die Bevdlkerung lebt in Armut. Fir die Menschenrechtsorganisation Human
Rights Watch portraitierte der renommierte Fotograf Platon Exil-Burmesen.

44 Zum Artikel 4 1VON16 L Alle Fotostrecken bp

© 2010 Platon for Human Rights Watch

2007 demonstrierten Zehntausende gegen die Regierung - angeflhrt wurden die Proteste von buddhistischen M&nchen. Die Junta knlppelte
den Aufstand in der Stadt Rangun nieder, viele Menschen starben, genaue Opferzahlen sind nicht bekannt. Die drei Ménche Ashin Sopaka,
Ashin Issriya und U Teza sind nach Thailand geflohen.
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Exilés birmans et défenseurs des droits de
I'homme

Aung San Suu Kyi, que la junte pourrait libérer ce samedi, est la figure
emblématique de I'opposition birmane. Mais a travers le pays, d'autres
comme elle défendent les droits de I'homme, au péril de leur vie.
Portraits signés Platon, pour Human Rights Watch.
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Portretten van de mensen die hun thuisland Myanmar
willen hervormen. FOTO'S: PLATON

wen, de asmvallen op etnische
minderheden. . Al bijna vijitig jaar leven de inwoners van Myanmar in een gesloten
samertbeving. die wordt geleid door penerali. AT en toe krijg de wereld een glimp te zien. Begin
naverber waren er voar het eert in twintig jaar verkiermgen: de regeringspartij claimde al sael
de overwinning. waraop onlusten vithraken. Bij de verk in 1990 werd & i
voar de grootste opposiliearti et erkend en kroe onder meer Aung San Suu Kyi, et boegbeeld
van de vrijheidssrijd, hussamest opgelegd. Ook nu twisfelen internationale waarnemers aan het
democratische gehalle.

E LUST VAN AANTUGINGEN AAN HET ADRES VAN DE MILITAIRE MACHTHEBEERS IN
Myanmar {voorbeen Birma) is eindeloos. Het gebruik van kindsoldaten, de opsbuiting

Eerder dit jaar nam Human Rights Watch, een mtemationale onganisatie die schendingen van
mensernechten wnpakt, de befuande Britse ftograal Plalon mee naar het grensgebsed by Mynmar
en Thailassd, om p maken dgevi priihervonmers en and i
die #ifn gevlicht of in bullingschen leven, 2 hebben de hoor woor de Slhmik

joen inmwoncrs van Myaremar niet opgegeven. En z weigeren rich stil te houden. | MARCO VISSCHER
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Portretter fra Burma

Den verdensbergmte fotografen Platon reiste til grensen mellom Thailand og Burma
sammen med Human Rights Watch. Se bildene her.
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Unikétni kampan Human Rights Watch pred
volbami v Barmé
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pii objednavce nad 1 990 Ké
postovné zdarmal!

Hary Lay je barmsky umélec, mallf, satirik a dvoml karikaturista barmského exilového i 4 K é

magazinu Irrawaddy.

pfi objednavce nad 1 990 K¢
Rt e postovné zdarma!
Rangun - V jedné z nejtvrdSich diktatur svéta se v nedéli uskute&ni parlamentni volby.
Volit miZe vice neZ 28 miliont voli¢h. D&je se tak po dvaceti letech od chvile, kdy v roce
1990 vyhréla volby Narodni liga za demokracii opoziénl viidkyn& Au Schan Su Tij.
Vojensky reZim ji vBak odmitl pfedat moc a ovidda zemi dosud. Lidsko-préavni organizace
Human Rights Watch vzala k barmsko-thajskym hranicim jednoho z nejlep3ich fotografi- Tchibo. Dat to nejlepsi
portrétistll magazinu The New Yorker - Platona, aby nafotil byvalé politické vézné,
novinéfe, &leny barmskych etnickych minoritnich skupin nebo osobnosti barmského exilu.
VEichni portrétovani zaZili barmsky reZim na viastni k(2i, dokézali utéct do exilu, kde se
sjednotili a spole€nymi silami se snaZi pomahat své zemi. A¢koli jsou nuceni Zit mimo
svou viast, barmsky reZim je neumigel.

Autor: Lucie Kalivodova
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Framedfaces

New York photographer Platonturns his lens on the struggle of people of Myanmar.
Zeenat Nagree interviews him about the experience.

Prison break (cft) A lock from the A
li u

On November 7, the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar (formerly knownas Burma) heldits
first general elections in 20 years. But interna-
tional observe: lon't expect significant
political change in a country mdn has been
under military control [l
tions are a “sham process”, dunrdmg to
David Mathieson, a senior researcher with
Human Rights Watch, who cites “the restric-
tions of the electoral laws and marginalisa-
tion of political opponents”.

As part of an ongoing focus on the resis-
tance movement in Myanmar, Human Rights
Watch took New York photographer Platon
to the Thai border town of Mae Sot and sur-

thatare home
refugees. Over five days in May, Platon shot
portraits of more than 90 refugees including

tance A.
o live and workin Thailand

sociation for Political Prisoners Musewm in Mae Sot, Thailand and (right) three of the estimated

former child soldiers, journalists, landmine
victims, monks and women’s rights activists.

Marginalised people are becoming an
important subject for Platon, who is primarily
known for his portraits of world leaders. (He
won the 2008 World Press Photo Contest for
his picture of Russian Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin, which appeared on the cover
of Time, and the 2010 American Society of
Magazine Editors Award for Portraits of
Power, aseries of over 100 pictures of political
figures.) A recent photo essay, The Promise,
presented portraits of American Civil Rights-
erafigures.

Platon, who moved from London to the US
in 1998 has shot for publications including

tone, The New York Times Magazin

(md Vanity Fair. He is cunt ently a staff pho-

18 www.timeoutmumbai.net November2-252010

tographer for the New Yorker and told Time
Out that hopes to use his stint there to turn his
attention “away from the celebrated” to those
who “should be celebrated”.

What led you to take pictures of
refugees from Myanmar?

In recent times, especially with my work in
The New Yorker,T'vebeen exploring new sub-
jectmatter. It's nolonger about people whoare
powerful but people who have been robbed of
power and freedom. T think it's important to
celebrate the brave and courageous. Iam try-
ing to divert my audience to the real heroes of
the day.

You shot over 90 portraits in just five
days. Were you able to connect with

Platon

Show and tell ct) T
My d (right) a fo

your subjects?
1 didn’t have that much time with them. But

Htet San and Moe Myint, jou
jeshis e o ,,, otect hisidentity

with the Democratic Voice of Burma

challenge was to maintain a constant level of
energy. It's exhausting to work with so many

T'velearnt through my work that the
isnot how much time I have with someone but
the connection 'mable to create. For instance,
Thad very little time with the leaders who are
i l)f Power. With Hugo
conds. Sometimes,
itis better that lher s le<§ time. It creates an
intense experience and enables me to get a
really powerful picture.

How did you want to present the
Burmese people?

I feel very inspired by people who stand up
against nppreitinn It takes a lot of courage
fice.I d\dlll\vdnll()depldlhemmd

ay. Iwanted my pictures

confident, honest presentation of their exis-
tence. So when I photographed King Zero
[Ashin Issariyal, the monk, I wanted to treat
him with reverence, the way a leader should
be treated. I wanted to make him look like a
king. I've tried to celebrate these people and
show the world their incredible human
strength. Normally, they are just statis

peopleand totryand their vulner-
abilities and strengths. It takes a lot of emo-
tional energy. As hard as it was, I reminded
myself of what these people have experi-
enced. It kept me going, kept me inspired to
dig deeper and do justice. There were a lot of
chilling reminders of their situation. For
example, the child soldier was frightened of
revealing his identity and we finally shot the
picture inaway that he had his face covered.

There were beautiful moments too. One of
the video journalists had her young child with
her and I said, “What you do is dangerous. It
could put you in prison or have you killed, and
your daughter will be left without a mother.
Asamother doyoufeel guilty for leaving your
daughter so vulnerable?” She said something
very powerful: “But Tam being a good mother
by going out and risking my life to make the
world a better place for my daughter to grow
upin.” It was so inspiring to hear that. I don’t
know anybody like that in New York.

Were you able to gauge the mood on

the

My jobis
world what's goingon.

What were the challenges you faced?
We photographed a lot of people. The biggest

Igotanincredible sense of hopeand defiance -
and the energy to continue the battle. I think
people don't hold out much hope for this par-
ticular election. But the good thing is that it is

tion, risk their lives to report ne

sworthy andit’s isefor themedia to

{alkabout Myanmar.

Your portraits are characterised by
cropped frames that focus on the
faces of your subjects. But with this
series, you have stepped back to let
the viewer see a bigger frame.

I'm a storyteller. Everything you see in a pic-
ture is a story. I do have a close shot in this
series — of a former political prisoner. In that
picture, I really wanted to get intimate and
show the suffering in his eyes. So his body
was less important to me. I wanted the view-
ers to look into his soul and see the struggle
that this man is going through after being
treatedsobadly.

Inother cases, I was dealing witha different
story. The victim of the landmine blast has
lost his limbs and has terrible scars on his
stomach. There’s a story there. I needed to
show his wounds and what has happened to
hm] III \\uuld hme;\unedusel youwouldn' \

hdld tolookat that pldme Il s umumfomble
and shocking. But can you imagine how
shocking it is for the human being who has
experienced it physically? I wanted to tell my
viewers that there’s no one who should have
morerights thanothers, and remind them that
weareall the same.

20 www.timeoutmumbai.net November12 -
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E MAIS: O eleitor entrevista Serra

SQUISA EXCLUSIVA
Como o brasileiro vé o futuro do

EPOCA, BRAZIL

INDO MIANMAR

HARNLAY,

Ashin Sopaka,
Ashinlssariya e

e tiveram de fugir
paraaTailandia

EXILADOS
1.0 cartunista Harn Lay, de 44 anos,
exibe uma de suas charges criticas.
ajunta militar de Mianmar 2. As.
Jornalistas Thiri San (3 esqJ, de 30
anos, e Moe Zin, de 34, fazem
parte da emissora de radioe TV,
rética de Mianmar.
Seus repérteres se arriscam ao
veicular noticias sobre o pais
3.Um garoto de 16 anos esconde o
para proteger sua identidade.
Ele fugiu do Exército birmanés.
Segundo a Human Rights Watch,
Mianmar recruta soldados de até
T1anos, e 20% do contingente é de
menores de 184. KioSay (3 esq.),
de 43anos; Hsa Twe, de 15; e Par
‘Taw, de 45, Todos foram vitimas
‘de minas terrestres. Mianmar
& considerado o unico pais do
‘mundo a ainda instalar minas
por conta de confrontos étnicos
5. Criangas portadoras do virus.
HIV, em tratamento na Tailandia.
Elas usam o rosto uma pasta de
madeira tipica de Mianmar como
enfeite 6. Camponesas de lavouras
na fronteira com a Tailandia. Elas
deixaram o campo em Mianmar
‘parafugir dos trabalhos forgados.

Os exilados
birmaneses

As vésperas de uma elei¢ao de cartas marcadas -
e da libertacdo da Nobel da Paz Aung Suu Kyi -, um
renomado fotégrafo retrata as vitimas da ditadura

Fotos de Platon

omo toda ditadura que se preze, a
nta militar que governa Mian-

mar (ex-Birmania) desde 1992
tenta se livrar de todos os que clamam
por democracia, seja pelo assassinato,
prisio ou exilio. £ por isso que as foto-
grafias que ilustram esta reportagem fo-
ram feitas na vizinha Tailandia. Foi 14 que
o renomado fotdgrafo britanico Platon,
colaborador da revista americana The
New Yorker, produziu um ensaio sobre
as pessoas que lutam contra a brutalidade
do regime do miserdvel pais asiético, um
dos mais fechados do mundo. Os retra-
tados sofreram algum tipo de abuso do
regime e fugiram de Mianmar.

Os monges a0 lado estavam entre os
lideres de um grande protesto que uniu
religiosos e estudantes contra a junta em
setembro de 2007, chamada Revolugao
do Agafrao (o nome se deve a cor da ves-
timenta deles). Foram ameagados e per-
seguidos, até se exilarem na Tailindia. As
imag i maio deste

crer que o processo serd uma grande
farsa. A comisséo responsével por or-
ganizar e referendar as eleicoes foi total-
mente nomeada pela junta, cujo nome
oficial (e irbnico) é Conselho de Esta-
do para a Paz ¢ 0 Desenvolvimento. A
Liga Nacional pela Democracia (LND),
principal partido de oposigao, decidiu
boicotar o pleito.

Os generais vetaram a inscrigdo de
candidatos que estio cumprindo sen-
tenca judicial. Na pratica, é um golpe
direcionado contra Aung San Suu Kyi,
a lider da LND e maior opositora do
regime. No dia 23, ela completou 15 dos.
iltimos 21 anos em prisao domiciliar.
Na dltima eleigao de Mianmar, h4 20
anos, a LND obteve a maioria das cadei-
ras no Parlamento. Suu Kyi se tornaria
primeira-ministra, mas foi presa pelos
militares. Seu ativismo pré-democracia
The rendeu o Prémio Nobel da Paz em
1991 ¢ um forte apoio da comunidade

agens
ano, a pedido da ONG internacional de
direitos humanos Human Rights Watch,
mas s6 foram divulgadas agora. EPOCA
as publica em primeira mao no Brasil.

O timing da publicagao pela Human
Rights Watch tem um motivo: chamar a
atengao do mundo para as eleigdes pre-
sidenciais de Mianmar, previstas para
7 de novembro. Um pleito assim ndo,
ocorre no pais desde 1990,

Poderia ser um esperanoso sinal de
abertura democritica, mas tudo leva a

Pressionado, o regime diz
que vai liberti-la no dia 13, seis dias
ap6s as eleigoes. Deve usar o cpisédio
como um suposto gesto humanitdrio,
mas os advogados dela desconfiam.
Assim como desconfia o cartunista
birmanés Harn Lay, um dos retratados
por Platon (confira na pagina seguin-
te), quando perguntado se voltaria a
Mianmar, “Nao ficaria livre por muito
tempo. Se me derem um ano de cadeia
por charge, vou ficar preso mais de mil
anos’, afirma Lay. k3

e novernto de 2010, EPOCA >101

Outras
fotos do ensaio
dePiaton em
epoca.com.br
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May 2010, Human Rights
Watch took leading portrait
photographer Platon to the Thai-
Burmese border to photograph
former political prisoners, civil

society leaders, ethnic minority group.

n Burma, the HIV/

AIDS medication

supply is so limited
that only one in four
people requiring treatment
receives it. These children,
who are HIV positive,
were orphaned or sent by
their parents to the Social
Action for Women's safe
‘house, the Children’s
Crisis Center in Mae
Sot, for treatment or
protection. SAW provides
shelter, education and
basic services for Burmese
children including
antiretroviral medication.

members, journalists and other people
in exile from their country, Burma.
All of those in this portrait
portfolio have experienced human
rights abuses in Burma and sought
refuge in Thailand. Instead of being

s a former political
prisoner and co-founder
of the Assistance

Association for Political Prisoners,
Bo Kyi works tirelessly to secure the
release of more than 2,100 Burmese
citizens who have been jailed for
their political independence and
activism. After taking part in peaceful
demonstrations during Burma's 1988
popular uprising, Bo Kyi was arrested
in March 1990 as a college student
for joining the human rights cause.
He ultimately spent seven years and
three months in prison, suffering
interrogations, beatings, shackling
and torture amid squalid living
conditions. Throughout his long

demoralized and defeated, they have
united and use their shared experiences
to educate and work for a better future
Jfor all of Burma’s people. Although
jorced into exxlc, they have not been
silence

ordeal, Bo Ky resolved that he would
work for the release of all those who
remained unjustly held in Burma’s
prison network. On release, Bo Kyi
escaped to Thailand where he helped
found the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners, pressing for the
release of those still in prison and
providing health services, guidance
and care for them and their families.

hirley Seng, 63, Mary
Labang, 36, and Nan Pyung,
21, are members of the
Kachin Women's Association Thailand
in Chiang Mai. They speak out against
the multiple forms of violence in
Burma that result in the displacement,
trafficking and migration of
indigenous Kachin women, as well
as women belonging to other ethnic
minorities such as the Karen, Lahu
and Shan.

hree landmine victims: Kio Say, 43, Hsa Ka

Twe, 15;, and Par Taw, 45. Burma is one of

the top remaining users of landmines as part
of long-running armed conflicts between government
forces and ethnic minority groups. According to the
2010 Landmine Monitor, Burma is the only country
that continues to use landmines on an ongoing basis,
having failed to sign the global anti-landmine treaty.
‘The Burmese army routinely deploys landmines near
borders with Thailand, Bangladesh and India, as well as
in Burmese states with ethnic minorities such as Karen
state and Shan state. Many of the non-state armed
groups also use landmines and improvised explosive
devices widely. Burma has the largest number of child

soldiers in the world. Here, a 16-year-

old former child soldier from Mandalay
hides his face to protect his identity. He fled after
he was sent to the front line in Kachin state. The
overwhelming majority of Burma's child soldiers
are found in the national army, which forcibly
recruits children as young as 11, although armed
ethnic opposition groups use child soldiers as
well. As many as 20 percent of Burma's active
duty soldiers may be children under the age of 18.

Mae Sot, Thailand. There are currently an

estimated two million migrant workers from
Burma living in Thailand. Many Burmese migrants
previously suffered as forced laborers in Burma. The
Burmese army has used forced labor to build roads,
act as “porters” for the military, build infrastructure,
maintain bases and serve troops and patrols. Women
are routinely subjected to sexual violence. Villagers
receive no pay, must supply their own food and are
threatened with imprisonment should they refuse to
cooperate. Porters have been beaten and killed when
they tire under their heavy burdens.

These migrant laborers work in the fields near
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luu exile Buddhist monks (left 1-. right): Ash
, Ashin Issariya, known a g Zero,”

and U Teza. In September 2007, N Griceca

monks left the relative safety of their monastaries to lead
street protests, which came to be known as the “Saffron
Revolution.” Burmese government security forces killed,

bu Mayoe and Linda Desube are
f! sex workers from Burma an

members of Empower, a Thai
organization of sex workers promoting
rights, education and opportunities. Most
sex workers from Burma provide the main
source of income for their famili
supporting five to eight other adults, At
Empower in Chiang Mai, migrant Burmese

v
beat, tortured e dispersed peaceful proteste:
including monks. In the ensuing crackdown, Burmese
courts sentenced hundreds of political activists and
‘monks to prison terms of up to 65 years. Many monks
subsequently fled the country.

‘arn Lay, 44, is Burma’s best-know
cartoonist. His work is pubushud m The
rawaddy. A graduate of the Rangoon

School of Fine Arts Academy and former rebel
soldier, Harn Lay fled to Thailand following the 1988
protests and ensuing crackdown in Burma, In April
2010, he was awarded a Hellman/Hammett grant,
administered by Human Rights Watch.

migrants, women and sex wmkm

yaw Heet, 22, is a former
mclm['\clr mechanie from
Prome. Like

people in Burms
and education are limiled, especi
if the family 1y association with

the political opposition. Kyaw Htet left
Burma to pursue his dream of being a
musician and helping his community.

he comedic troupe Thee Lay Thee:
Mya Sabal Ngone, “Godzilla,” and
his wife, Chaw Su Myo. The creative
community in Burma has been among the
iding voices challenging military rule
with art and humor and they are therefore
frequently targeted for arrest and detention.
Thee Lay Thee trio fled Burma after
their colleague Zaraganar was arrested and
sentenced to 50 years in prison in 2008,

emocratic Voice of Burma (DVB) broadeast

e . e Myint Zin,
34. The DVB isa s:neliue K evisi
., with highly professional reporters who risk their
lives to report and record events inside Burma. One DVB

video journalist was arrested in 2009 and sentenced to
27 years in prison for filming interviews with monks.
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Burma portraits

0 comments | Post your comment

In this collection of striking portraits by leading photographer
Platon, the face of Burma is revealed following years of oppression
and long standing human rights abuses by the government. Meet
former political prisoners, civil society leaders, ethnic minority
group members, journalists and other people in exile from their
country.
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Click the arrows at the bottom right corner of the slideshow to view the photos in full-screen.

Burma is one of the most repressive and closed societies in the world, run by generals since 1962.
Longstanding human rights abuses by the government include silencing of most of civil society, torture in



