
Translation by Human Rights Watch of the document posted on the website of the Ministry of 
Information, Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, at  

http://www.guineaecuatorialpress.com/noticia.php?id=613  
 
 
Issued by the Government (“Gobierno”) 
The Government of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea Considers the 
Postponement of the Decision on the Unesco -Obiang Prize for Life Sciences a 
Decisive Victory 
The Government of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea wishes to respond to the lobbies that 
organized the controversy regarding the Unesco-Obiang Prize in the Life Sciences.  
 
(First appeared on 17/06/2010 and currently dated as 18/06/10)  
 
Despite the disconcerting media campaign and the harassment undertaken by the all these lobbies 
that are unknown to us and totally ignorant of our Country, we consider Unesco’s decision to 
postpone the solution to this initiative a great victory, in order to allow time for a much more 
thorough and objective analysis of this Prize.  
 
We will not stop expressing our surprise at the fact that all of these organizations reject that a small 
country like Equatorial Guinea wishes to contribute to science and research part of the wealth that, 
thanks to our energy resources, we are enjoying in recent times.  
             
As a country belonging to the African continent, punished with pandemics, endemic diseases and 
illnesses, our awareness in this area is authentic and real and this award for research offers our 
State a good opportunity to collaborate in this area, through a capable international organization, as 
is UNESCO. We reiterate our sadness and shock that all these lobbies, clearly insensitive to these 
problems, do not wish that our funds be used for that purpose.  
   
In the same terms, the accusation that the objective of the creation of this prize is to glorify the 
name of our president is nothing but another example of the dirty, twisted and polluted Western 
mentality that these lobbies openly display. Our President is already a historic institution in our 
country and an important and recognized statesman in Africa.  
 
We also insist that the attitude of these organizations is completely racist, discriminatory, 
prejudiced, arrogant, cynical, and neo-colonialist. If the prize had been awarded by some Western 
President, Government or institution, no one would have issued any protest.  
   
History shows us that, for centuries, the Western countries, their presidents, their governments and 
their institutions have participated in and continue to participate in real attacks and massacres 
against humanity. Neither the President of Equatorial Guinea, no our Government, nor our country 
has ever participated in any act against humanity. However, according to these lobbies, Equatorial 
Guinea is not worthy of contributing to the advancement of human sciences only because it is an 
African country, even though it is still in an extensive process of social and economic development.  
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We have no doubt that another one of the objectives pursued by these entities is to prevent an 
African figure from emerging and being recognized, unless this figure fully satisfies the dictates and 
rules of the western world and has been properly indoctrinated by them.  
   
However, despite the absurd campaign orchestrated by these intolerant, imperialistic and 
prejudiced lobbies, the Government of Equatorial Guinea will demonstrate the true humanitarian 
objective that this award pursues. Likewise, we will take the opportunity to show with even more 
momentum the true reality of our development, and the great work and progress that currently 
defines the Republic of Equatorial Guinea.  

   
As is the case with the planning of the African Union Summit in 2011 and of the African Cup of 
Nations in 2012, and as it will the case in achieving the goals set in the Horizon 2020 program, for 
us it is an exciting and new challenge to demonstrate to Unesco and the international community 
the true reality of this country.  

 
     

Signed:  
Government of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea 
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