
 

 

 

 

350 Fifth Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10118-3299 
Tel: +1-212-290-4700 
Fax: +1-212-736-1300; 917-591-3452 

 

AMSTERDAM   · BEIRUT   · BERLIN · BRUSSELS · CHICAGO · GENEVA   -   GOMA   · JOHANNESBURG   ·  KIEV - KINSHASA   ·  LONDON · LOS ANGELES · MOSCOW ·  NAIROBI   ·   
NEW YORK ·  PARIS   ·  SAN FRANCISCO · SÃO PAULO   · SILICON VALLEY   · STOCKHOLM   · SYDNEY   · TOKYO   · TORONTO · WASHINGTON   · ZÜRICH 

 

Kenneth Roth, Executive Director 

D e p u t y  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r s  

Michele Alexander, Development and Global Initiatives  

Nicholas Dawes, Media 

Iain Levine, Program 

Chuck Lustig, Operations 

Bruno Stagno Ugarte, Advocacy 

 

Emma Daly, Communications Director 

Dinah PoKempner, General Counsel 

James Ross, Legal and Policy Director 

D i v i s i o n  a n d  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r s  

Brad Adams, Asia 

Daniel Bekele, Africa 

Maria McFarland Sánchez-Moreno, United States 

Alison Parker, United States 

José Miguel Vivanco, Americas 

Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East and North Africa 

Hugh Williamson, Europe and Central Asia 

 

Shantha Rau Barriga, Disability Rights  

Peter Bouckaert, Emergencies 

Zama Coursen-Neff, Children’s Rights 

Richard Dicker, International Justice 

Bill Frelick, Refugees’ Rights 

Arvind Ganesan, Business and Human Rights 

Liesl Gerntholtz, Women’s Rights 

Steve Goose, Arms  

Diederik Lohman, acting, Health and Human Rights 

Graeme Reid, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights 

A d v o c a c y  D i r e c t o r s  

Maria Laura Canineu, Brazil 

Louis Charbonneau, United Nations, New York 

Kanae Doi, Japan 

John Fisher, United Nations, Geneva 

Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia 

Bénédicte Jeannerod, France 

Lotte Leicht, European Union 

Sarah Margon, Washington, DC 

David Mepham, United Kingdom 

Wenzel Michalski, Germany   

Elaine Pearson, Australia 

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

Hassan Elmasry, Co-Chair 

Robert Kissane, Co-Chair 
Michael Fisch, Vice-Chair 

Oki Matsumoto, Vice-Chair 

Amy Rao, Vice-Chair 

Amy Towers, Vice-Chair 

Catherine Zennström, Vice-Chair 

Michael Fisch, Treasurer 

Bruce Rabb, Secretary 

Karen Herskovitz Ackman 

Akwasi Aidoo 

Jorge Castañeda 

Michael E. Gellert 

Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 

Paul Gray 

Betsy Karel 

David Lakhdhir 

Kimberly Marteau Emerson 

Alicia Miñana 

Joan R. Platt 

Neil Rimer 

Shelley Frost Rubin 

Ambassador Robin Sanders 

Jean-Louis Servan-Schreiber 

Sidney Sheinberg 

Bruce Simpson 

Joseph Skrzynski 

Donna Slaight 

Siri Stolt-Nielsen 

Darian W. Swig 

Makoto Takano 

Peter Visser 

Marie Warburg 

Jan Weidner 

 



 

 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/worldbank0615_4up.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/worldbank0615_4up.pdf
mailto:evansj@hrw.org


 

 

                                                 
1 ILC, “Draft Articles on the Responsibility of International Organizations,” Report of the International 

Law Commission, Sixty-third session, UNGAOR 66th session, U.N. Doc. A/66/10, 

http://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/commentaries/9_11_2011 (accessed May 31, 2017), 

commentary to art. 4 (b), para. 2, p. 14. International Law Association, “Final Report of the International 

Law Association Committee on Accountability of International Organizations,” 2004, p. 22: “Human rights 

obligations, which are increasingly becoming an expression of the common constitutional traditions of 

States, can become binding upon IO-s in different ways: through the terms of their constituent instruments; 

as customary international law; or as general principles of law or if an IO is authorized to become a party to 

a human rights treaty. The consistent practice of IO-s points to a recognition of this. Moreover, certain 

human rights obligations may have attained the status of peremptory norms,” 

file:///C:/Users/panayod/Downloads/Final%20Conference%20Report%20Berlin%202004..pdf (Final 

Conference Report Berlin, accessed May 31, 2017). International Law Commission, “Yearbook of the 

International Law Commission, Report of the Commission to the General Assembly on the work of its 

fifty-third session,” Vol. II pt. 2, U.N. Doc. A/CN.4/SER.A/2001/Add.1, 2001, article 26 para. 5: 

“Peremptory norms that are clearly accepted and recognized include the prohibitions of aggression, 

genocide, slavery, racial discrimination, crimes against humanity and torture, and the right to self-

determination,” http://legal.un.org/ilc/publications/yearbooks/english/ilc_2001_v2_p2.pdf (accessed May 

31, 2017). See also the Furundzija case before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 

Yugoslavia, where the prohibition of torture was recognized jus cogens: Prosecutor v. Anto Furundzija, 

ICTY, The Judgement of the Trial Chamber, JL/PIU/372-E, December 10, 1998, 

http://www.icty.org/sid/7609 (accessed May 31, 2017); See also the related concept of erga omnes 

obligations (owed by all States to the international community) in the Barcelona Traction case (Belgium v. 

Spain), ICJ Rep. 1970, paras. 33 and 34, http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/files/50/5387.pdf (accessed May 31, 

2017); See also the East Timor case (Portugal v. Australia), judgment of 30 June 1995, ICJ Rep, 1995, p. 

90, http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/files/84/6949.pdf (accessed May 31, 2017). 
2 Charter of the United Nations, June 26, 1945, 59 Stat.1031, T.S. 993, 3 Bevans 1153, entered into force 

Oct. 24, 1945, art. 555, 56. The World Bank is a specialized agency of the UN as a result of an agreement 

between the Bank and the UN’s Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 1946: Agreement between the 

UN and the IBRD, entered into force, 1946, 16 U.N.T.S. 346.  



 

 

                                                 
3 Charter of the United Nations, Supra note 44, art. 103: “in the event of a conflict between the obligations 

of the Members of the United Nations under the present Charter and their obligations under any other 

international agreement, their obligations under the present Charter shall prevail.”  
4 The UN special rapporteur on the right to food has stated that “[t]he growing consensus is that most, if not 

all of the rights enumerated in the [UDHR] have acquired a customary status in international law.” Olivier 

De Schutter, International Human Rights Law: Cases, Materials, Commentary , (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2010), p. 50; See also “Tilburg Guiding Principles on World Bank, IMF and Human 

Rights,” 2002, http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/Tilburgprinciples.html, (accessed May 31, 2017): 

“The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 is a ‘common standard of achievement for all 

peoples and all nations’ (Preamble of the Declaration). At the beginning of the new Millennium, the 

Declaration goes far beyond being merely a moral or political obligation, as large parts of it belong to 

international customary law, while some rights have developed into jus cogens standards.” 
5 Art. 2(3)(a) ICCPR. Art. 9 of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders further underscores that 

everyone performing activities in defense of human rights has the right to benefit from an effective remedy 

and to be protected in the event of violations. See UN General Assembly, Report of the Special Rapporteur 

on the situation of human rights defenders, Margaret Sekaggya, A/65/223, August 4, 2010, 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/docs/A-65-223.pdf  (accessed May 31, 2017), para. 44.  
6 UN General Assembly, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, 

Margaret Sekaggya, A/68/262, August 5, 2013. See also, Report of the Special Representative of the 

Secretary General on Human Rights Defenders, Hina Jilani, A/58/380, September 18, 2003, 

http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/403b132c7.pdf (accessed May 31, 2017), para. 73; UN Human Rights 

Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, Margaret Sekaggya, 

A/65/223, August 4, 2010, para. 44. Special rapporteurs and the Special Representative have emphasized 

that failure to take these actions leads to further attacks against human rights defenders and further 

violations of their rights.  

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/worldbank0615_4up.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/worldbank0615_4up.pdf


 

 

                                                 
7 Human Rights Watch, At Your Own Risk: Reprisals against Critics of World Bank Group Projects, June 

22, 2015, p. 3, https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/worldbank0615_4up.pdf. 
8 Ibid, p. 4. 
9 Ibid. 



 

 

                                                 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid, p. 3. 



 

 

                                                 
12 Ibid., ps. 39-40. 
13 World Bank Inspection Panel, “Guidelines to Reduce Retaliation Risks and Respond to Retaliation 

during the Panel Process,” March 30, 2016, 

http://ewebapps.worldbank.org/apps/ip/PanelMandateDocuments/2016%20Retaliation%20Guidelines.pdf  

(accessed June 12, 2017). 
14 Email from CAO to Human Rights Watch, “Response to HRW,” June 2, 2015, on file with Human 

Rights Watch.  
15 OHCHR, “Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,” 2011, p. 3, 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuidingPrinciplesBusinessHR_EN.pdf (accessed June 12, 

2017). 



 

 

                                                 
16 IFC, “Performance Standards on Environmental and Social Sustainability,” January 1, 2012, 

http://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/115482804a0255db96fbffd1a5d13d27/PS_English_2012_FullDocum

ent.pdf?MOD=AJPERES (accessed June 1, 2017). 
17 “Established in 2000, the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights are a set of principles 

designed to guide companies in maintaining the safety and security of their operations within an operating 

framework that encourages respect for human rights:” “Voluntary Principles on Security and Human 

Rights,” 2000, http://www.voluntaryprinciples.org/whatare-the-voluntary-principles/ (accessed June 1, 

2017).  



 

 

• 

22

                                                 
18 For more detailed information, see Human Rights Watch, “We Can’t Refuse to Pick Cotton”: Forced 

and Child Labor Linked to World Bank Group Investments in Uzbekistan, June 27, 2017, 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/uzbekistan0617_web_3.pdf, and At Your Own Risk, ps. 

32-34, and 108-113.   
19 “World Bank: Reconsider Uzbekistan Projects,” Human Rights Watch and the Cotton Campaign news 

release, June 9, 2014, http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/06/09/world-bank-reconsider-uzbekistan-projects; 

several meetings between Human Rights Watch and other Cotton Campaign representatives and World 

Bank representatives, Washington DC, June-December 2014. 
20 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2016 (New York: Human Rights Watch, 2016) Uzbekistan chapter, 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2016/country-chapters/uzbekistan; Human Rights Watch, World Report 

2017 (New York: Human Rights Watch, 2017) Uzbekistan chapter, https://www.hrw.org/world-

report/2017/country-chapters/uzbekistan. See also, Human Rights Watch, “’Until the Very End’: Politically 

Motivated Imprisonment in Uzbekistan,” September 25, 2014, 

http://www.hrw.org/reports/2014/09/25/until-very-end.  
21 Human Rights Watch and the Uzbek-German Forum have withheld identifying information in some 

cases due to concerns that publishing detailed accounts of this harassment would further expose monitors to 

risk of reprisals. 

22 “Asian Development Bank: Heed Local Voices,” Human Rights Watch news release, May 1, 2016, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/01/asian-development-bank-heed-local-voices. See also, “Uzbekistan: 



 

 

• 

23

24

25

• 

26

• 

27

• 

28

• 

                                                                                                                                                 
Activists Beaten, Detained,” Human Rights Watch news release, September 24, 2015, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/09/24/uzbekistan-activists-beaten-detained; “Uzbekistan: Human Rights 

Defender’s House Burned Down as Government Silences Him with Charges,” Cotton Campaign, October 

29, 2015, http://www.cottoncampaign.org/home-of-human-rights-defender-burned-down-as-government-

silences-him-with-charges.html; Dmitry Tikhonov, “How The Government Created a Case Against Me,” 

Uzbek-German Forum, March 3, 2016, http://uzbekgermanforum.org/part-1-how-the-government-of-

uzbekistan-created-a-case-against-me/.  
23 “Uzbekistan: Rights Defender’s Work Impeded,” Human Rights Watch news release, February 9, 2016, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/02/09/uzbekistan-rights-defenders-work-impeded.  
24 “Uzbekistan: Human Rights Defender Arrested,” Human Rights Watch news release, November 25, 

2015, https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/11/25/uzbekistan-rights-defender-arrested. 
25 “Uzbekistan: Rights Defender’s Work Impeded,” Human Rights Watch.  
26 Human Rights Watch interview with independent monitor, place and date withheld. 
27 Incident report from independent monitor, October 2016. Human Rights Watch interview with monitor, 

place and date withheld. 
28 Aleksei Voloseevich, “ИЗ УЗБЕКИСТАНА ДЕПОРТИРОВАЛИ НЕМЕЦКУЮ ЖУРНАЛИСТКУ 

ЭДДУ ШЛАГЕР [German Journalist Edda Schlager Deported from Uzbekistan],” AsiaTerra, November 

13, 2016, http://www.asiaterra.info/obshchestvo/iz-uzbekistana-deportirovali-nemetskuyu-zhurnalistku-

eddu-shlager (accessed May 25, 2017). See translation of the interview in English and additional 

information shared by Edda Schlager, “German Journalist Deported from Uzbekistan,” Uzbek-German 

Forum, November 16, 2017, http://uzbekgermanforum.org/german-journalist-edda-schlager-deported-from-

uzbekistan/ (accessed May 25, 2017). 



 

 

29

                                                 
29 “Российская журналистка Сажнева выслана из Узбекистана [Russian Journalist Sazhneva Deported 

from Uzbekistan],” Radio Svoboda, November 29, 2016, http://www.svoboda.org/a/28146805.html 

(accessed May 25, 2017). 
30 See, “Uzbekistan: Activists Beaten, Detained,” Human Rights Watch. “В Сырдарьинской области 

медики собирают хлопок, журналист и  правозащитница подверглись задержанию [In Syrdarya 

region medical workers are picking cotton, journalist and human rights defender detained],” Human Rights 

Alliance of Uzbekistan, September 25, 2015, on file with the Uzbek-German Forum; “УЗБЕКСКИЕ 

ПРАВОЗАЩИТНИЦЫ ПОДВЕРГЛИСЬ СЕКСУАЛЬНОМУ НАСИЛИЮ ВО ВРЕМЯ 

МОНИТОРИНГА ХЛОПКОВОЙ КАМПАНИИ [Uzbek Human Rights Defenders Subjected to Sexual 

Violence While Monitoring the Cotton Harvest],” AsiaTerra, October 1, 2015, 

http://www.asiaterra.info/news/uzbekskie-pravozashchitnitsy-podverglis-seksualnomu-nasiliyu (accessed 

May 25, 2017).  
31 On May 31, 2015, during the spring planting and weeding season, police arrested and sexually violated 

Urlaeva. See “Uzbekistan: Brutal Police Attack on Activist,” Human Rights Watch news release, June 4, 

2015, https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/06/04/uzbekistan-brutal-police-attack-activist. 
32 Email from relative of Elena Urlaeva [name withheld] to the Uzbek-German Forum, April 28, 2016. 
33 The Cotton Campaign publicly called for her release: “Uzekistan Government detains Human Rights 

Defender Elena Urlaeva in a Psychiatric Hospital,” Cotton Campaign, May 19, 2016, 

http://www.cottoncampaign.org/uzbekistan-government-detains-human-rights-defender-elena-urlaeva-in-a-

psychiatric-hospital.html (accessed May 30, 2017). After her release, Urlaeva reported that hospital staff 

had prompted aggressive patients to attack her and filmed her defending herself, apparently to use as proof 

that she was mentally unstable. Email from Elena Urlaeva to the to the Uzbek-German Forum, June 9, 2016. 

See also “ЕЛЕНА УРЛАЕВА СООБЩИЛА ОБ ИЗБИЕНИЯХ В «ПСИХУШКЕ» [Elena Urlaeva 

Reports Being Beaten in the Psych Hospital],” AsiaTerra, June 9, 2016, 

http://www.asiaterra.info/news/elena-urlaeva-soobshchila-ob-izbieniyakh-v-psikhushke (accessed May 25, 

2017).  
34 “Сотрудники милиции не допускают граждан к правозащитнице Елене Урлаевой. Узбекистан 

[Police do not allow citizens contact with human rights defender Elena Urlaeva. Uzbekistan],” Human 

Rights Alliance of Uzbekistan, June 30, 2016, on file with the Uzbek-German Forum. 



 

 

                                                 
35 Letter from Elena Urlaeva to the Uzbek-German Forum, September 22, 2016. 
36 Telephone call from Timur Karpov to the Uzbek-German Forum, October 6, 2016. Karpov called from 

the police station. Karpov recorded an interview describing his experience, October 7, 2016, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xe3jhmp8llk (accessed May 25, 2017). “Elena Urlaeva Speaks About 

Detention and Assaults In Police Station,” Uzbek-German Forum, October 10, 2016, 

http://harvestreport.uzbekgermanforum.org/elena-urlaeva-speaks-about-detention-and-assaults-in-police-

station/ (accessed May 25, 2017).   
37 “We Were Subjected to a Full Investigation,” Uzbek-German Forum, October 13, 2016, 

http://harvestreport.uzbekgermanforum.org/we-were-subjected-to-a-full-investigation/ (accessed May 25, 

2017); “Узбекистан: «Бесстрашные» правозащитники продолжают мониторинг хлопковых полей 

несмотря на нападения и унижения [Uzbekistan: ‘Fearless’ Human Rights Defenders Continue 

Monitoring Cotton Fields Despite Attacks and Humiliation],” Fergana.ru, October 24, 2016, 

http://www.fergananews.com/news/25516 (accessed May 25, 2017). 
38 “ТАШКЕНТСКАЯ ПРАВОЗАЩИТНИЦА ЕЛЕНА УРЛАЕВА БЫЛА ЗАДЕРЖАНА ПРИ 

ВЪЕЗДЕ В ГОРОД БУКУ [Tashkent Human Rights Defender Elena Urlaeva Was Arrested on Arrival to 

Buka],” AsiaTerra, November 7, 2016, http://www.asiaterra.info/news/tashkentskaya-pravozashchitnitsa-

elena-urlaeva-byla-zaderzhana-pri-v-ezde-v-gorod-buku (accessed May 25, 2017).  
39 Scott Corben and Anna Pujol-Mazzini, “Uzbek Campaigner Against Forced Labor Sent to Psychiatric 

Ward,” Thomson Reuters Foundation March 3, 2017, http://news.trust.org/item/20170303173746-ytkqx/ 

(accessed May 25, 2017); and phone call from relative to Uzbek-German Forum, March 2, 2017. 
40 Phone call from Urlaeva’s relative to Uzbek-German Forum, March 4, 2017. "Узбекистан: Оградить 

правозащитницу Елену Урлаеву от применения карательной психиатрии! [Protect Human Rights 

Activist Elena Urlaeva from the Use of Punitive Psychiatry],” Fergana.ru, March 9, 2017, 

http://www.fergananews.com/articles/9310 (accessed May 30, 2017). 

http://news.trust.org/item/20170303173746-ytkqx/


 

 

                                                 
41 Video available at "Правозащитница Елена Урлаева рассказала о причинах её задержания и 

помещения в психбольницу [Rights Defender Elena Urlaeva Told the Reason for Her Detention and 

Psychiatric Commitment],” Fergana.ru, March 3, 2017, http://www.fergananews.com/news/26097 

(accessed May 25, 2017). 
42 “Uzbek Human Rights Activist Elena Urlaeva Released,” Tula Connell, Solidarity Center, March 24, 

2017, https://www.solidaritycenter.org/uzbek-human-rights-activist-elena-urlaeva-released/ (accessed June 

3, 2017). 
43 See also “Uzbekistan: Raise Key Issues at ILO/Government Roundtable,” Cotton Campaign letter to 

Bank management signed by 45 organizations, July 29, 2016, 

http://www.cottoncampaign.org/uploads/3/9/4/7/39474145/160729_cc_letter_worldbank.pdf (accessed 

May 26, 2017). Response letter from Nina Bhatt, the World Bank’s practice manager, social development, 

Europe and Central Asia Region, August 4 2016: “The important issues that you outlined in your letter, 

however, remain on the agenda of our broader dialogue with Uzbekistan and we will continue discussing 

them with our counterparts in the government at the appropriate level,” 

http://www.cottoncampaign.org/uploads/3/9/4/7/39474145/wb_response_to_cc.pdf (accessed May 26, 

2017). Letter from Junghun Cho, World Bank country manager for Uzbekistan to Umida Niyazova, 

director of the Uzbek-German Forum, July 18, 2016, http://uzbekgermanforum.org/uncomfortable-

activists-responses-from-the-world-bank/ (accessed June 7, 2017). World Bank, Implementation Status & 

Results Report: South Karakalpakstan Water Resources Management Improvement Project, October 27, 

2015, http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/782741468316487705/pdf/ISR-DisclosableP127764-10-

27-2015-1446004115727.pdf (accessed May 26, 2017), p. 2; World Bank, Implementation Status & Results 

Report: South Karakalpakstan Water Resources Management Improvement Project, June 3, 2016, p. 2. 
44 Nina Bhatt, the World Bank’s practice manager, social development, Europe and Central Asia Region, 

said that the World Bank would not raise concerns about reprisals at its 2016 roundtable with the 

government and ILO as this was a “technical level meeting with clearly defined objectives,” focused on 

Third Party Monitoring and the Feedback Mechanism. Bhatt’s response letter available at 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/08/04/response-letter-nina-bhatt-human-rights-watch-andcotton-campaign. 
45 Ibid. 


