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Incendiary Weapons: Assessing the Problem
Shortcomings of Protocol III

Use of Incendiary Weapons

Protocol III to the Convention on Conventional Weapons
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of incendiary weapons, two loopholes reduce its
effectiveness:
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CCW states parties should:
Agree to include Protocol III on the agenda of
the 2021 CCW Sixth Review Conference,
Express their views on the adequacy of Protocol
III at CCW’s next meeting and during interim
written procedures,
Condemn the use of incendiary weapons and

stigmatize the use of incendiary weapons. A
complete ban on incendiary weapons would
have the greatest humanitarian benefits.
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*In 2018, the United States expressed support for a Protocol III agenda
item, but it reversed its position in 2019.

The Human Cost of Incendiary Weapons
Immediate Effects
•

“With those types of weapons, there has to
be some kind of control. Absolutely, 100
percent. They’re unacceptable.”

Extensive and excruciating burns that require
painful treatment. White phosphorus inflicts

- Christine Collins, former US Air Force
nurse who treated Afghan girl burned
in 2009 white phosphorus attack

particularly deep burns and can reignite when
bandages are removed.
•

Respiratory damage from inflamed airways and
toxic fumes

•

Infection, extreme dehydration, and organ failure

•

Psychological trauma from injuries and treatment
“Everything caught fire. My husband and four of
my children burned alive in front of my eyes; my
baby girl … my only girl, melted in my arms. How
can a mother have to see her children burn alive? I
couldn’t save them. I couldn’t help them.”
- Sabah Abu Halima, survivor of 2009 white
phosphorus attack in Gaza

Long-Term Harm
•

Intense, chronic pain

•

Severe scarring and loss of mobility

•

Hypersensitivity to temperature, excessive skin

Challenges to Treatment
•

exacerbated in armed conflict
•

Inadequate supplies and equipment

•

Shortage of medical personnel and burn experts

•

Lack of knowledge about how to treat incendiary
weapon injuries

•

Brain damage from shock or hypoxia

•

Stunted growth in children

•

Post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, and

Few professional ambulances for transfers to
better facilities

•

Gaps in continuity of long-term care

•

Deprioritization of psychological support

•

Trauma to medical personnel
“Incendiary weapons create deep, ongoing
disabilities, and the medical system [in a conflict
zone] is not equipped to deal with that….
[Survivors] live with greater disability than their
counterparts in other places.”

dryness, and dead nerve endings
•

Difficulty of treating burn injuries, which is

- Dr. Rola Hallam, British doctor who treated
incendiary weapon victims in Syria in 2013

depression
•

Detachment from society and inability to work

•

Need for lifelong physical and psychological

Additional HRW and IHRC Resources

treatment

•

“The hard part is my little nephew is scared to
come near me, my other nephew who always used
to hug me is scared to play with me. I’ll be walking
in the street and someone will stop me and say,
‘Why do you look like that?’”

- Muhammed Assi, survivor of 2013 attack on
a school in Urum al-Kubra, Syria
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