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(above) Evelyn Yucailla, 23, a survivor of 
school-related sexual violence and activist, 
holds a local newspaper from the city of 
Ambato, Ecuador. The frontpage headline 
reads: “Young teacher is guilty.”  

(front cover) Jennifer Real, 19, a survivor of 
sexual violence perpetrated by a teacher at the 
Academia Aeronáutica Mayor Pedro 
Traversari, a private school in southern Quito, 
holds an old photo of her posing in the 
school’s uniform.  
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Sexual and gender-based violence has been a long-standing, endemic problem in Ecuador’s education 
system, with high levels of sexual violence from pre-school to high school. According to Ministry of 
Education data, between 2014 and May 2020, over 4,200 children and adolescents suffered sexual 
violence by teachers, school staff, janitors, school bus drivers, and fellow students. 

“It’s a Constant Fight” documents cases of sexual violence in Ecuador’s educational institutions between 
2010 and 2019. Based on 83 interviews, an analysis of 38 cases, and official data on school-related sexual 
violence, the report documents serious gaps in how schools and education authorities respond to sexual 
violence in schools, including the shortage of school counsellors to support students and report cases of 
sexual violence and the lack of adherence to government protocols by both public and private schools. 
The report also documents the serious obstacles faced by victims and their families when seeking justice 
for the crimes they suffered. Most told Human Rights Watch that they had to fight for justice.  

Human Rights Watch calls on the Ecuadorian government to publicly apologize to all survivors of school-
related sexual violence and their families and ensure that all cases are effectively investigated. The 
government should adequately resource and equip schools to prevent and address school-related sexual 
violence, including through the roll out of comprehensive sexuality education. It should also ensure all 
judicial proceedings properly accommodate children and adolescent victims, and provide adequate 
reparations for survivors of sexual violence.  
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