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Glossary

Bisexual: The sexual orientation of a person who is sexually and romantically attracted to

both women and men.

Cisgender: Denoting or relating to a person whose sense of personal identity and gender

corresponds with their sex assigned at birth.

Gay: A synonym for homosexual in many parts of the world; in this report, used specifically
to refer to the sexual orientation of a man whose primary sexual and romantic attraction is

toward other men.

Gender: The social and cultural codes (linked to but not congruent with ideas about
biological sex) used to distinguish between society’s conceptions of “femininity” and

“masculinity.”

Gender Identity: A person’s internal, deeply felt sense of being female or male, both, or

something other than female or male.

Heterosexual: The sexual orientation of a person whose primary sexual and romantic

attraction is toward people of another sex.

Homophobia: Fear of, contempt of, or discrimination against homosexuals or

homosexuality, usually based on negative stereotypes of homosexuality.

Homosexual: The sexual orientation of a person whose primary sexual and romantic

attractions are toward people of the same sex.

Intersex: An umbrella term that refers to a range of traits and conditions that cause
individuals to be born with chromosomes, gonads, and/or genitals that vary from what is

considered typical for female or male bodies.

LGBT: Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender; an inclusive term for groups and identities

sometimes also grouped as “sexual and gender minorities.”



LGBTI: Umbrella term used to refer inclusively to those who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, and

transgender along with those who are intersex.

Non-Binary: Gender identity of people who identify as neither female nor male.

Sexual Orientation: The way in which a person’s sexual and romantic desires are directed.
The term describes whether a person is attracted primarily to people of the same or other

sex, or to both or others.

Sexual Violence: Any sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual act, or other act directed
against a person’s sexuality using coercion, by any person regardless of their relationship

to the victim, in any setting.!

Transgender: The gender identity of people whose sex assigned at birth does not conform
to their identified or lived gender. A transgender person usually adopts, or would prefer to
adopt, a gender expression in consonance with their gender identity but may or may not
desire to permanently alter their physical characteristics to conform to their gender

identity.

Transgender Men: Persons designated female at birth but who identify and may present

themselves as men. Transgender men are generally referred to with male pronouns.

Transgender Women: Persons designated male at birth but who identify and may present

themselves as women. Transgender women are generally referred to with female pronouns.

Transphobia: Fear of, contempt of or discrimination against transgender persons, usually

based on negative stereotypes of transgender identity.

Travesti: A term that has different meanings in different cultural contexts, but in Central
America is generally claimed by people assigned male at birth, who transit towards the
female gender. Travestis do not necessarily identify as women and sometimes use the

term to denote a political identity.

1international Criminal Court, “Elements of Crimes,” https://legal-tools.org/doc/3coe2d (accessed September 17, 2020).



Summary

When Vicky Hernandez was killed on the streets of San Pedro Sula in June 2009, the
chances were slim that anyone would be held to account for her murder. Hernandez was a
transgender woman, a sex worker, and an activist with the trans rights group Unidad Color
Rosa, living and working in a context in which violence was at high levels. Violence
particularly targeted lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people and human

rights defenders.2

Hernandez’s body was found on the morning of June 29, 2009, in the immediate aftermath
of a military coup on June 28. She was killed while a curfew was in place, enforced by
security forces who were patrolling the streets. The military coup ushered in more violence

and more impunity in Honduras.

LGBT activists in Honduras, however, have not allowed Herndndez’s murder to be swept
under the rug. In 2012, the Cattrachas Lesbian Network filed a petition before the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights alleging that the state of Honduras was
responsible for Herndndez’s murder and for failing to diligently investigate her death and
bring the perpetrators to justice.3 The Commission issued a Merits Report in December
2018 affirming Cattrachas’s allegations and supplying recommendations to Honduras
regarding its obligations to prevent and investigate acts of violence based on sexual
orientation and gender identity. Honduras did not comply with the recommendations, and
in May 2019 the Commission referred the case to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
(the “Court”). On November 11, 2020, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights held initial

hearings into the allegations of state responsibility.

In May 2009, Human Rights Watch published a report titled “Not Worth a Penny”: Human

Rights Abuses against Transgender People in Honduras.» Nearly all the 35 people Human

2 REDLACTRANS, The Night is Another Country: Impunity and Violence against Transgender Women Human Rights Defenders
in Latin America, 2012, https://clac.cab/portfolio-item/night-another-country-impunity-and-violence-against-transgender-
women-human-rights (accessed November 2, 2020).

3 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Report No. 157/18, Case 13.051, Report on Merits, December 7, 2018,
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/court/2019/13051FondoEn.pdf (accessed November 4, 2020).

4 Human Rights Watch, “Not Worth a Penny”: Human Rights Abuses against Transgender People in Honduras, May 2009,
https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/05/29/not-worth-penny/human-rights-abuses-against-transgender-people-honduras.
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Rights Watch interviewed in Honduras in late 2008 and early 2009 were victims of, or eye-
witnesses to, harassment, beatings, and ill-treatment of transgender people at the hands
of police. At least 17 travestis—people assigned as male at birth who transit toward a
female gender, but may or may not identify as transgender—were killed in public places in
Honduras between 2004 and 2009; many more were beaten, stabbed, or shot.
Transgender people and LGBT organizations also experienced police inaction and failure to

investigate cases that they had registered with the police.

Violence against transgender people in Honduras, along with lesbian, gay, and bisexual
people, has continued unabated in the years following the coup. This report, based on
interviews with 25 LGBT people from Honduras, documents a complex web of violence and
discrimination against LGBT people in Honduras. Our findings suggest that many LGBT
Hondurans face violence and discrimination, including from state and non-state actors,
that threatens their physical safety, limits their life choices, and in some cases leads them
to flee their country.s And while almost all victims of violence in Honduras face challenges
obtaining redress in the face of fragile institutions, corruption, and the violence of
organized criminal organizations, LGBT victims with whom HRW spoke noted additional
barriers in the form of stigma and discrimination from the police, other law enforcement

agents, and judicial institutions who are charged with keeping them safe.

some interviewees |
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