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Two women performers outside the Johannesburg

High Court in 2009 performing the piece "Kutheni"

("Why?" in isiXhosa) choreographed by Mamela

Nyamza. The performance was part of a protest

against repeated delays in a rape case organized

by the One in Nine Campaign, a South African non-

profit organization that engages in direct action,

research, media visibility, and advocacy to address

sexual violence. 
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“We’ll Show You You’re a Woman” 
Violence and Discrimination against Black Lesbians and Transgender Men in South Africa 

Social prejudice against lesbians, gay men, and transgender people is prevalent in South Africa even as the
country has progressive laws prohibiting discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation. Lesbians, bisexual
women, transgender men, and other gender non-conforming people in South Africa are subject to widespread
discrimination, harassment, and violence. They are regularly thrown out of home; ridiculed and abused at school;
harassed and insulted on the streets, in church, and at work; and threatened by neighbors and strangers. The
abuse may be verbal, physical, or sexual—and may even result in murder. 

“We’ll Show You You’re a Woman” documents the violence and abuse faced by working-class South African black
lesbians, transgender men, and gender non-conforming people, detailing the everyday climate of fear and
impunity within which they must attempt to negotiate their safety. It identifies specific factors that enhance their
vulnerability but also places the violence against them in broader context, including the country’s alarming rates
of gender-based violence.

South Africa already has in place many laws and policies to address sexual violence and discrimination; what is
sorely lacking is effective implementation of those provisions. The report concludes with recommendations to
specific ministries and departments of the South African government aimed at better safeguarding the rights and
safety of lesbians and transgender men.




