
CONGRESSIONAL CASEWORKCONGRESSIONAL CASEWORKCONGRESSIONAL CASEWORKCONGRESSIONAL CASEWORK 
Human Rights Watch continued to work closely with three casework groups composed of members of the United 
States Congress: the Congressional Friends of Human Rights Monitors, the Congressional Committee to Support 
Writers and Journalists, and the Congressional Working Group on International Women=s Human Rights.  All three 
groups are  nonpartisan and bicameral.  

Human Rights Watch initiated the formation of these groups to enable concerned members of Congress to write 
letters to governments that commit or condone violations against human rights monitors, writers and journalists, 
or gender-based abuses of women=s human rights.  Human Rights Watch supplies the groups with information about 
appropriate cases of concern; the groups, in turn, determine which cases they would like to pursue. 

The goals of the congressional casework groups are threefold.  First, their letters help to pressure 
governments to end their persecution of human rights monitors, writers and journalists, and women C abuses 
which are either committed or routinely tolerated by governments.  Second, members of the congressional groups 
are informed about  important incidents of violence and intimidation.  Third, copies of the letters are sent to U.S. 
ambassadors in the relevant countries to inform them about cases of concern and to local press from the 
countries in question so that they can consequently bring additional attention to human rights violations. 

 
The Congressional Friends of  

Human Rights Monitors 
Human Rights Watch helped to form the Congressional Friends of Human Rights Monitors in 1983 to support and 
protect our persecuted colleagues.  Letters on their behalf have condemned killings, Adisappearances,@ assaults, 
harassment, and threats, calling for arrest and prosecution of those responsible.  During 1997, the group 
consisted of twenty-five senators and one hundred members of the House of Representatives.  Steering committee 
members were Sen. James Jeffords, Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Rep. Tony Hall, and Rep. Constance A. Morella.  In 
the four letters sent in 1997, the group voiced concern over events in Colombia, Mexico, Nigeria, and Turkey.  In 
Mexico, visits by foreign human rights workers were cut short when the monitors were expelled after government 
officials claimed that the visitors had the wrong type of visa.  In Colombia, there was an attack on the home of 
two rights activists, Drs. Mario Calderón Villegas and Elsa Constanza Alvarado Chacón of the Center for 
Investigation and Popular Education (CINEP) in May; both monitors were killed, as was Dr. Alvarado=s mother.  The 
Congressional Friends expressed their outrage and deep concern over the attack and the consistent persecution of 
human rights advocates in Colombia.   

 
The Congressional Committee to Support Writers and Journalists 
In 1997, the Congressional Committee to Support Writers and Journalists was made up of sixty-seven 
representatives and fifteen senators, and was headed by Sen. Bob Graham, Rep. Jim Leach, and Rep. John Lewis.  The 
committee wrote to the heads of state in Argentina, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Nigeria, and Turkey, focusing on cases in 
which freedom of expression was threatened, restricted, or otherwise impaired.  In Argentina and Iran, journalists 
and writers were murdered, while in Nigeria, the state ordered the execution of authors who were accused of being 
Aconspirators against the state.@  In Turkey, Ertu rul Kürkçü and Ay enur ZarakoluCrespectively an editor and a 
publisher of a Turkish translation of a Human Rights Watch reportCwere tried for Adefaming and belittling@ the 
state security service.  In Kyrgyzstan, a defamation case was brought against a newspaper editor, Ryspek 
Omurzakov. 

In October, Argentine Minister of Foreign Relations Santos Goñi responded to a letter sent by the Committee 
regarding the brutal murder of photojournalist José Luis Cabezas.   He noted that because of the investigation, 
Amany police officers have been expelled from the police force of the province of Buenos Aires (where the 
homicide took place) and are being investigated for alleged direct or indirect involvement in criminal activities 
that could have led to this crime.@  Minister Goñi further stated his government=s commitment to assure press 



freedom.  
Early this year, Taoiseach (Prime Minister) John Bruton of Ireland responded to a letter sent by the committee 

regarding the July 1996 murder of Irish journalist Veronica Guerin, who had reported on Dublin=s criminal 
underworld.  Mr. Bruton echoed the committee=s condemnation of the crime and pledged to do everything possible to 
bring Ms. Guerin=s murderer to justice and protect press freedom in Ireland.   

 
Congressional Working 

 Group on International Women====s Human Rights 
The Congressional Working Group on International Women=s Human Rights, which was formed in April 1994 to promote 
accountability for violations of women=s rights worldwide, is a bipartisan group composed of twenty senators and 
thirty-two members of the House of Representatives.  The four members of the working group=s steering committee 
are Sen. Patty Murray, Sen. Olympia J. Snowe, Rep. Joe Moakley, and Rep. Constance A. Morella.  In 1997 the group 
wrote letters of protest to King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev of Nepal on the case of a Tibetan woman refugee 
who was gang-raped after crossing into Nepal from Tibet and to Minister of Labor Assad Hardan of Lebanon on 
the abuse of an Ethiopian domestic worker.   
 
 

MONITORS 1997MONITORS 1997MONITORS 1997MONITORS 1997 
Every year Human Rights Watch honors human rights monitors from around the world for their commitment to the 
defense of human rights. In challenging the worlds powerful human rights abusers, they are often at grave risk. 
We work closely with them to conduct investigations and devise strategies to end abuses. For 1997, the people we 
honored were: 
  

ALBANIA 

Fatos Lubonja 
Fatos T. Lubonha was born in Tirana in 1951. He graduated from Tirana University in theoretical physics in 1974 and 
was arrested in the same year and sentenced to seven years imprisonment for  Aagitation and propaganda against 
the state@ because of his political writings.  In 1979, while serving his first sentence, he was charged again and 
sentenced to another ten years in prison and labor camps.  He was released in 1991 with most of Albania=s 
political prisoners and co-founded Albania=s first ever human rights group (Forum for the Defense of Human 
Rights, which later became the Albanian Helsinki Committee).   

Since then, he has been one of Albania=s most outspoken human rights activist, Unlike most former political 
prisoners, and many of Albania=s intellectuals, Lubonja openly criticized the authoritarian government of Sali 
berisha. Since 1994 he has been both editor and publisher of Pepjekja (AEndeavor@), Albania=s leading critical 
social/political journal. He is the author of three books, including a novel he wrote while in prison. In 1997 Fatos 
served as spokesman of the Forum for Democracy, a coalition of organizations and political parties united in 
opposition to the government of Sali Berisha. 

 
CAMBODIA 

Dr. Lao Mong Hay 
Dr. Lao Mong Hay is the Executive Director of the Khmer Institute for Democracy, one of the first non-
governmental organizations created to stimulate debate on democracy and human rights in Cambodia after the Khmer 
Rouge era. Founded in November 1991 shortly after the Paris Accords, the Institute has taken on such diverse and 
high-profile projects as producing a weekly television round-table on controversial public issues of the day, 
training provincial police leaders and the diplomatic corps in human rights and international law, and conducting 
grassroots education in electoral democracy.  



Dr. Lao and the Institute have come under government pressure, particularly with regard to their educational 
television programming, a novelty in a country with little tradition of independent journalism and where the 
broadcast media have been dominated by political factions.  In October the Information Ministry cancelled Dr. Lao=s 
panal discussion show on state-run TVK.  The move came in retaliation for Lao Mong Hay=s criticism of Cambodia=s 
record on democracy following the July 5-6 coup.  Many outspoken democracy activists and politicians left the 
country after the coup, but Dr. Lao Mong Hay decided to remain,  in Phnom Penh and outspoken.   

Prior to assuming the leadership of the Institute, Dr. Lao was director of the Cambodian Mine Action Center, a 
unique government-supported agency dedicated to mine clearance and mine education that grew out of the United 
Nations peace-keeping mission. In that capacity, Dr. Lao urged the Cambodian government to take a leading role in 
the campaign to immediately ban the production, stockpiling and use of landmines worldwide, a cause recently 
awarded the Nobel Prize. Human Rights Watch is honored to have him as a member of the advisory board of the Arms 
Project since 1996.  

 
CHINA 

Wei Jingsheng 
Except for a six-month period between September 1993 and March 1994, Wei Jingsheng, China=s most prominent 
dissident, has spent most of his adult life in prison.  Now forty-eight, he was first jailed in 1979 for his 
participation in the Democracy Wall movement. His famous essay,  AThe Fifth Modernization,@ argued that in addition 
to four kinds of modernization advocated by Deng Xiaoping, China also needed democracy. That essay was followed by 
another calling Deng an autocrat. For these words, Wei Jingsheng was sentenced on October 16, 1979 to fifteen 
years in prison. 

His recently-published collection of prison letters, The Courage to Stand Alone, makes it clear that his 
treatment in prison was always harsh. He spent long periods in solitary confinement, and his health deteriorated 
sharply. In late 1993, he was released in what was widely interpreted as an attempt by China to deflect human 
rights criticism in pursuit of its ultimately unsuccessful bid to host the 2000 Olympic Games. Wei immediately went 
back to advocating political reform, meeting with activists, journalists, and others, and writing for foreign and 
domestic publications.  

On April 1, 1994, he was again taken into custody, and after a delay of eighteen months was convicted of 
Acounterrevolution.@ In November, the Chinese government released Wei on medical parole. 

 
LEBANON 

Dr. Muhamad Mugraby 
Dr. Muhamad Mugraby, a Lebanese attorney with a busy corporate and commercial law practice in Beirut, is also a 
well-known defender of human rights in his country.  He has long championed the independence of the judiciary, 
not only in Lebanon but regionwide. In 1967, he introduced civil rights and civil liberties as courses at the 
Lebanese University School of Law, where he taught for many years. He is also an outspoken critic of  Syria=s 
increasingly tight grip on Lebanon, and believes that human rights in Lebanon cannot be restored without 
addressing the harmful impact of the ubiquitous Syrian role in the country=s affairs.  

As a  human rights lawyer and activist, Dr. Mugraby has focused on some of the most serious human rights 
problems in Lebanon, such as incommunicado detention, torture, and the expanding use of military courts to try 
civilians. He is not afraid to take on politically sensitive cases. He has represented property owners and tenants 
in the old city of Beirut who have challenged unlawful practices of Prime Minister Hariri=s  SolidereC the multi-
billion-dollar real estate company C carrying out the controversial physical reorganization of downtown Beirut. 
In March 1997, he made formal written complaints to Lebanon=s public prosecutor about the unlawful detention of 
two Lebanese who Adisappeared@ in January and in March, were transferred into Syrian custody, and held 
incommunicado in Damascus. Both demarches called on Lebanese authorities to investigate these cases, and 



prosecute the perpetrators and their accomplices.   
Dr. Mugraby holds degrees from the Lebanese University School of Law, and Columbia University Law School, 

where he was an International Law Fellow from 1963-65 and where he earned two masters degrees and a doctorate. 
 He is a member of the International Bar Asociation and the International Association of Lawyers.  

 
COLOMBIA 

Carlos Rodriguez 
Carlos Rodriguez is a distinguished lawyer, teacher, and writer who has dedicated his talents to the defense of 
human rights in Colombia. Educated at the prestigious Javeriana University in Bogota and the Complutense University 
of Madrid, he began his professional career in 1974. He is a founding member of one of Colombia=s most effective 
human rights groups, the Colombian Commission of Jurists. There, he has pioneered the international dimension of 
human rights work in Colombia, heading up the team that finally made Colombia a priority at the regular meetings 
of the Human Rights Commission in Geneva and at the offices of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. Largely through his efforts, the  high commissioner set up for the first time an office in Bogota to 
pressure the Colombian government to protect human rights. 

Rodriguez has also played a key role in landmark cases in the defense of human rights in Colombia. As a 
member of the group looking into the 1990 Trujillo massacre, he helped persuade the government to accept 
responsibility for the killings of 109 people by an army major and his paramilitary allies. Rodriguez continues to 
work on other important cases, including the Villatina massacre, the Caloto massacre, and the Los Uvos massacre, 
all of which involved the direct participation of state agents with paramilitary groups. 

 
DEMOCRATIC  

REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

Dieudonne Been Masudi Kingombe 
As Director of the Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (CDH) in Lubumbashi, the second largest city in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Dieudonne Been Masudi Kingombe oversees and coordinates the work of a team of 
three full time investigators, and half a dozen volunteers. During the infamous Mobutu era, the CDH, which was 
founded by a group of lawyers in 1992, assumed a pivotal role in exposing abuses, in pressing for accountability, 
and in mediating between victims and the authorities. The Center=s reports also exposed the corruption and 
ineptitude of the judiciary, and denounced national and regional politicians for relying on ethnic manipulation to 
consolidate their hold on power. 

With the advent of the government of the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo, the 
Center, as before, spearheaded the local human rights community=s efforts to denounce the far-too-familiar abuses 
perpetrated by the agents of the new government. On July 31, 1997 Center staff visited detainees held at the 
headquarters of the new political police. In a scathing, two page open letter to the minister of interior after 
that visit, CDH denounced the arbitrary detention of 89 individuals, and the torture and beatings some of them had 
suffered. In the days that followed, most of them, including high-profile political detainees, were released. 

Been Masudi is also the inspiration behind the AConcertation,@ the umbrella forum of all human rights 
organizations in Lubumbashi that act together to raise human rights cases with government and military officials. 

 
RUSSIA 

Marina Pisklakova 
Marina Pisklakova founded the Moscow Crisis Center for Women in July 1993, to focus on domestic violence and set 
up one of the first domestic violence hotlines in Russia.  It takes up to 250 calls a month. Marina has emerged as 
a leader in the fight against violence against women in Russia.  She has also done work on sexual violence more 
generally and on trafficking of Russian women into domestic work and prostitution throughout Europe.  She was 



also one of the cofounders of the Russian Association of Crisis Centers for Women.   
Marina is currently involved in two major efforts: To open the first shelter for battered women in Russia, and 

to develop pilot programs to coordinate the law enforcement, medical and nongovernmental response to violence 
against women.  

 
UGANDA 

Angelina Acheng Atyam 
Angelina Acheng Atyam, a nurse-midwife and mother of six, is the vice chair of the Concerned Parents 
Association, a group of Ugandan parents who came together to demand action when their daughters, 139 girls from 
the St. Mary=s School, were abducted by the Lord=s Resistance Army in October 1996.  For years in the northern 
part of Uganda the Lord=s Resistance Army has been stealing children for use in their rebel army in their attempt 
to overthrow the Ugandan government.  Children as young as eight-years old have been kidnapped, tortured, raped, 
virtually enslaved, and sometimes killed by the rebel army. Angelina=s daughter was fourteen when she was 
abducted, and remains in rebel captivity today.    

The Concerned Parents have worked tirelessly to secure the release of  their daughters, and all children in 
rebel captivity, encouraging other families to speak out about the abductions of their children.  Families have been 
reluctant to come forward for fear of reprisals.  Angelina and the Concerned Parents have made it clear, by 
their own example, that families do not have to watch silently as their children are stolen from them.  They have 
shown that they do not have to tolerate the intolerable.  The Concerned Parents have succeeded in bringing 
national and international attention to their cause, and have raised their concerns with Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni and at high-level meetings between representatives of the governments of Uganda and Sudan.  Although 
they were drawn into the  turmoil surrounding the conflict in the north only when their own children were stolen 
from them, the Concerned Parents have become a powerful voice for all children in rebel captivity. 

  



 
Hellman/Hammett Grants 

 
Human Rights Watch administers the Hellman/Hammett grant program for writers who have been victims of political 
persecution and are in financial need. Every year, between $150,000 and $200,000 from the estates of Lillian 
Heilman and Dashiell Hammett is given to writers all over the world. In addition to providing much needed financial 
assistance, the Hellman/Harnmett grants focus attention on repression of free speech and censorship by 
publicizing the persecution that the grant recipients endured. In some cases the publicity is a protection against 
further abuse. In other cases, the writers request anonymity because of the dangerous circumstances in which they 
and their families are living. 

The recipients are a tiny portion of the many writers of  the world whose books have been banned or who have 
been exiled, imprisoned, tortured, and harassed because of their work. For the third consecutive year, eight or more 
Chinese writers have received Hellman/Hammett grants as the government targets all who dare to express ideas 
that conflict with the ruling party line. Relying on the lure of its enormous economic potential to mute 
international protest, China continues to repress criticism in flagrant disregard for international free 
expression standards. This year twelve Turkish writers received grants, representing the wide range of thought 
(Islamist, Kurdish, leftist, and mainstream) that is often subject to harsh repression in Turkey. Their persecution 
for writing about a number of issues, including the Kurdish question, the role of Islam in society, and the nature 
of the Turkish state, co-exists with high degrees of free expression on almost all other topics, creating a 
national dichotomy that permeates public debate. 

In 1997, forty-five writers from sixteen countries received Hellman/Hammett grants. In addition to the 
recipients from Turkey and China, there were six from Vietnam and two each from Indonesia, Iran, Liberia, and 
Nigeria. 

The recipients whose names can be safely released are: 
 

Ahmet Altan, Ahmet Altan, Ahmet Altan, Ahmet Altan, Turkish journalist, was prosecuted for Ainsulting the government@ based on two articles he wrote 
about the war in southeast Turkey. 
Nnimmo Bassey,Nnimmo Bassey,Nnimmo Bassey,Nnimmo Bassey, Nigerian poet and environmental activist, was arrested and held without charge for six weeks. 
Bui Minh Quoc, Bui Minh Quoc, Bui Minh Quoc, Bui Minh Quoc, Vietnamese poet and former Communist patriot, was forced from his job and banned from publishing 
for criticizing the government. 
Chan Tin, Chan Tin, Chan Tin, Chan Tin, dissident Vietnamese Catholic priest, was sentenced to five years at hard labor for giving sermons and 
writing articles demanding the release of political prisoners. Ragip Duran, Ragip Duran, Ragip Duran, Ragip Duran, journalist for Turkish and 
international papers, was sentenced to ten months in prison and fined $4,000 for making Aseparatist 
propaganda.@ 
AhAhAhAh Erol, Erol, Erol, Erol, Turkish journalist, is the subject of thirty-seven law suits stemming from his tenure as editor of 
Evrensel, the leftist daily paper that was forced to close in October 1996.  
Gertrude Fester, Gertrude Fester, Gertrude Fester, Gertrude Fester, South African prison poet and short story writer, spent two years in prison for African 
National Congress 
activities and is writing a history of the women=s movement within the African National Congess.  
Houshang Goishiri, Houshang Goishiri, Houshang Goishiri, Houshang Goishiri, Iranian novelist, was jailed by the Shah, fired from his job by the Islamic Republic, and continues 
to speak out in defense of basic human freedoms. 
Atilla Halis, Atilla Halis, Atilla Halis, Atilla Halis, journalist, was convicted under Turkey=s antiterror law for writing articles about new books on the 
cultural page of the now closed, pro-Kurdish Ozgur Gundem. Mustafa Islamoglu, Mustafa Islamoglu, Mustafa Islamoglu, Mustafa Islamoglu, poet and newspaper columnist, was 
convicted for giving a speech that Ainsulted the republic@ and convicted again for writing an article that was 
found to violate a law that protects Ataturk, the founder of modern Turkey. 
Sefa Kaplan, Sefa Kaplan, Sefa Kaplan, Sefa Kaplan, reporter for a mainstream weekly magazine in Turkey, was convicted of Ainsulting Ataturk. Rather 



than go to prison, he fled to England. 
Siaka Konneh, Siaka Konneh, Siaka Konneh, Siaka Konneh, Liberian journalist, was arrested and tortured for exposing the Doe regime's secret killings and 
arbitrary arrests in 1988. In 1996, when he tried to report on the renewed fighting, his life was threatened, 
forcing him to flee to Guinea and Ghana and finally to seek asylum in the United States. 
Ertugul Kurkcu, Ertugul Kurkcu, Ertugul Kurkcu, Ertugul Kurkcu, Turkish journalist, was charged several times, most notably for writing about an interview with 
Abdulah Ocal an, the leader of the PKK, a militant Kurdish rebel group.  
Abdellatif Laabi, Abdellatif Laabi, Abdellatif Laabi, Abdellatif Laabi, Moroccan poet and novelist, was tortured and sentenced to ten years in prison for Acrimes of 
opinion@ and then forced into exile. 
Liu Hongbin, Liu Hongbin, Liu Hongbin, Liu Hongbin, Chinese poet, whose poems were posted in Tiananmen Square during the 1989 demonstrations, fled to 
London. While on a a a a return visit to his mother in 1997, he was arrested and expelled. 
Liu Xiaobo, Liu Xiaobo, Liu Xiaobo, Liu Xiaobo, literary critic, has been repeatedly harassed and arrested for dissenting from the Chinese government 
party line. In October 1996, he was sentenced to three years of re-education through labor. 
Ababas Maroufi, Ababas Maroufi, Ababas Maroufi, Ababas Maroufi, Iranian novelist and journalist, whose books are banned, has been legally barred from working in 
Iran. 
Emad ElEmad ElEmad ElEmad El----Meky, Meky, Meky, Meky, journalist, questioned and tortured for reporting on the political situation in Sudan, fled to Egypt. 
Still at risk from Sudanese agents, he has applied for asylum in the United States.  
Nguyen Dinh Huy, Nguyen Dinh Huy, Nguyen Dinh Huy, Nguyen Dinh Huy, Vietnamese journalist, is serving a fifteen-year prison term for planning to hold an 
international conference to promote peaceful support for democracy. 
Nguyen NgocNguyen NgocNguyen NgocNguyen Ngoc Lan, Lan, Lan, Lan, philosophy professor, is under strict surveillance for writing articles calling for freedom of 
expression and political pluralism in Vietnam. 
Nguyen Van Tran, Nguyen Van Tran, Nguyen Van Tran, Nguyen Van Tran, Vietnamese political commentator and communist party elder statesman, gradually became 
alienated and published a    humorous collection of articles disparaging the Vietnamese Communist Party. Though under 
an order of suppression, he continues to publish. 
Mehmet Oguz, Mehmet Oguz, Mehmet Oguz, Mehmet Oguz, Turkish journalist, faces a ten-month prison term for an editorial he wrote for a pro-Kurdish 
weekly. Several cases are pending against him for articles published in other pro-Kurdish publications. 
Phan Thanh Hoai, Phan Thanh Hoai, Phan Thanh Hoai, Phan Thanh Hoai, Vietnamese physician turned author, was barred from publishing but kept writing. As the political 
issues that forced his Aretirement@ faded, he published his first book at age 67. 
Fahmida Riaz, Fahmida Riaz, Fahmida Riaz, Fahmida Riaz, Pakistani poet, novelist, and journalist, was charged with treason by the Zia government because of 
her views on co-existence with India and Bangladesh.  
Ahmet Sik, Ahmet Sik, Ahmet Sik, Ahmet Sik, Turkish journalist and photographer, fled to England when he started receiving death threats after he 
photographed and testified about the arrest of a journalist who died in police custody. 
Su Xiao Kang, Su Xiao Kang, Su Xiao Kang, Su Xiao Kang, author of a widely acclaimed book about the historical reasons for persistentauthoritarianism in 
China, was put on China=s Amost wanted@ list after the massacre at Tianamen Square. 
Wang Dan, Wang Dan, Wang Dan, Wang Dan, columnist and editor, sentenced to four years in prison for his role in the June 1989 Beijing 
demonstrations, was released as part of China=s effort to win Most Favored Nation trade status. Wang refused to 
be silenced and was rearrested in May 1995, held incommunicado for seventeen months, convicted in a closed trial 
of Aconspiring to subvert the government,@ and is serving an eleven-year prison sentence. 
Wang Xizhe Wang Xizhe Wang Xizhe Wang Xizhe was sentenced to fourteen years in prison for the major role his essays played in Democracy Wall 
movement in China. Released on parole (under close police surveillance) two years early, he continued talking to 
foreign journalists and publishing articles in Hong Kong. As his parole was about to expire, he was told it had 
been extended for two years. 
Isik Yurtcu, Isik Yurtcu, Isik Yurtcu, Isik Yurtcu, editor responsible for the pro-Kurdish daily Ozgur Gundem when it was closed by the Turkish 
government, was the target of numerous law suits resulting in sentences totaling five years, ten months in 
prison and more than  U.S.$10,000 in fines. Cases pending in the Appeals Court would add time and dollars to his 
sentences. 
Aysenur Zarakolu Aysenur Zarakolu Aysenur Zarakolu Aysenur Zarakolu has served multiple prison terms for publishing books on the Kurds and other minorities in 



Turkey. Most recently she was convicted for publishing a translation of theHuman Rights Watch report, Weapons 
Thansfers and Violations of the Laws of War in Turkey.  
Zhang Xian Liang, Zhang Xian Liang, Zhang Xian Liang, Zhang Xian Liang, author of numerous articles and poems attacking corruption and autocracy in the Chinese 
government, was most recently imprisoned for arranging a commemoration of the Tiananmen Square massacre. His 
treatment in labor camps permanently damaged his health.  
Three Three Three Three La Voje La Voje La Voje La Voje journalists, journalists, journalists, journalists, Abou Drahamane Sangare, Freedom Neruda, and Emmanuel Kore, were sentenced to two 
years in prison for publishing a satirical article that offended the president of Ivory Coast. Offered a pardon if 
they would withdraw the appeal of their conviction, they refused. 

The Hellman/Hammett grants were awarded after nominations were reviewed by a five-person selection 
committee composed of writers and editors. In the course of the year, the selection committee approved nine 
additional grants to writers who needed emergency funds to help in situations where their lives were in immediate 
danger. 
 
         
      
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSIONS 

    

Human Rights Watch/Africa 

December 1996-January 1997/Democratic Republic of Congo: Respect for rights under new government. 
February/Mozambique: Advocacy on landmines. 
February/Zambia: Research on human rights since 1996 elections. 
March/U.N. Commission on Human Rights: Submission on Internally displaced persons in Kenya, Somali refugees, 

women and refugees in South Africa. 
April/Zambia: Human rights since the 1996 elections. 
April/ICTR: Monitor efficacy of the International Criminal Tribunal on Rwanda; investigate gender-based crimes; 

workshop on prosecution of sexual violence. 
May/ICTR: Testimony at the International Criminal Tribunal on Rwanda. 
May/Belgium: Testimonyat the Belgian Senate Commission investigating role of Belgium in the genocide in 

Rwanda. 
June-July/Burundi: Human rights abuses against civilians during the civil war. 
July/Liberia: Prospects for respect for human rights under the new Liberian government. 
July/Nigeria: Corporate responsibility in the Niger delta. 



July-August/Ethiopia: Current civil and political  rights situation. 
July-August/Democratic Republic of Congo: Civilian killings and government impunity. 
August/Democratic Republic of Congo: Rights under the new government. 
August-September/Nigeria: Investigated transition to civilian rule. 
October/Southern Sudan: Updated the state of human rights in the 14 year-old civil war (monitored and 

engaged parties to the conflict in dialogue on rules of war).. 
November 1996/South Africa: Researched violence against women and the medico-legal system. 

Human Rights Watch/Americas 

March/Venezuela: Released the APunishment Before Trial: Prison Conditions in Venezuela@ report.  Met with 
high-level government officials, including the Venezuelan President, members of the Cabinet, Congress and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). 

March/Colombia: Advocacy mission.  Met with President Samper, members of the Cabinet, NGOs and the media. 
April/Mexico: Released AImplausible Deniability: State Responsibility for Rural Violence in Mexico@ report.  Met 

with government authorities including the Attorney General, as well as NGOs. 
April/ Miami: Researched human rights violations in Cuba. 
April/Peru: Investigated reports of torture for a forthcoming report. 
May/Colombia: International humanitarian law impact of drug eradication in Colombia. 
June/Brazil: Released the Portuguese version of the report APolice Brutality in Urban Brazil.@  Met with state 

and federal officials in Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Brasilia, as well as the media. 
June-July/Honduras and Guatemala: Researched violations for the 1998World Report, as well as the specific 

issue of impunity in Guatemala. 
July/Venezuela: Researched police brutality and violence in the country. 
July-August/Colombia: Researched forced displacement of Colombians. 
July-August/Haiti and the Dominican Republic: Researched  violations for the1998 World Report. 
July-August/ Spain: Met with governmental officials, NGOs, the press and members of the political opposition. 
August/Guatemala:Released AGuatemala=s Forgotten Children@ report.  Met with high-level government officials 

and the press. 
September/Brazil: Met with President Cardoso and the Brazilian Minister of Justice. 
September/Colombia: Advocacy Mission. Met with the President and other high-level officials, members of 

Parliament, and NGOs. 
 

Human Rights Watch/Asia 

January/ Indonesia: Investigated outbreaks of ethnic violence.   
March-April/Hong Kong: Investigated prison conditions in Hong Kong. 
March/Malaysia: Observer mission to the trial of labor rights activist Irene Fernandez and investigation of 

abuses against migrant workers. 
March-April/Thailand: Lead sessions on using international law and on forging linkages among NGOs as part 

of a two-week Asian regional study session on human rights 
April/ Geneva: Monitored debates on the China resolution at the meeting of the United Nations Human Rights 



Commission.  
May-June/Thailand: Examined the situation of Burmese refugees in Thailand in light of an influx of 20,000 

Karen refugees since February 1997.  
May-June/Hong Kong: Investigated China=s control of religious practice.  
May/Japan: Advocacy mission. Discussed Japanese foreign policy with government officials and NGOs and 

attended the Asian Development Bank meetings in Fukuoka. 
July/Thailand and Indonesia: Investigated causes of ethnic violence in West Kalimantan and collected 

information on East Timor. 
August/Geneva: Advocacy mission for the protection of the rights of Burmese refugees in Thailand. 
October/Vietnam: Investigated human rights violations occurring in the course of rural unrest. 
October/North Korea: Investigated links between the North Korean famine and human rights violations.  
November/Indonesia: Investigated alleged labor rights abuses. 
November/APEC - Vancouver: Advocacy Mission. Attended the People=s Summit on APEC (Asia Pacific Economic 

Cooperation), the parallel NGO meeting to the APEC summit, to participate in  meetings on worker rights, media 
freedom, women=s rights and cooperative NGO strategies on human rights.    

 

Human Rights Watch/Helsinki 

January-July/Uzbekistan: Maintained presence in Toshkent office, investigated abuses of media freedom, police 
brutality. 

January-March/Northern Ireland: Investigated police brutality and encouraged emergency legislation. 
February/Serbia: Researched post-election crackdown, police brutality. 
February/ Eastern Slavonia, Croatia: Preparations for the transfer of authority in the region to Croatian 

control. 
February/Bosnia and Hercegovina: Maintained presence in Sarajevo office. Researched Bihac. 
March/Bosnia and Hercegovina: Researched ethnic tension and influence of war criminals in Mostar. 
March/Tajikistan: Maintained presence in Dushanbe office, general monitoring, prison conditions, etc. 
May/Armenia: Investigated freedom of association and the press. 
June/Bosnia and Hercegovina: Investigated central Bosnia 
June/Northern Ireland: Researched summer marching season and report follow-up. 
June/Khojent, Tajikistan: Investigated  problems of Uzbek minority. 
July/Romania: Researched anti-homosexual legislation. 
August/Bosnia and Hercegovina: Investigated post-conflict problems for women. 
August/Turkey and Greece: Investigated free expression (Turkey) and problems of Turkish minority (Greece). 
September/Bosnia and Hercegovina: Researched municipal elections. 
September-October/Bosnia and Hercegovina: Researched efficacy of International Police Task Force. 
September - November/Russia: Investigated prison conditions throughout Russia. 
September - October/Eastern Slavonia and Krajina, Croatia: Reassessed situation in Eastern Slavonia. 
 
November/Azerbaijan and Armenia: Investigated repression of civil and political rights in increasingly 



authoritarian atmosphere. 
November/Bosnia and Hercegovina: Investigated ethnic tension in Sarajevo suburbs 
 

Human Rights Watch/Middle East 

December 1996 & February1997/Europe: Advocacy on Euro-Mediterranean Association-Agreement with Israel, 
Tunisia and Morocco. 

January-February/Europe: Interviewed minorities in Iran. 
March-April/Algeria: Looked at human rights conditions on the eve of legislative elections. Interviewed 

journalists, lawyers, political party leaders, government officials, victims of human rights violations or their 
relatives.  

May/Tunisia: Attended meeting of the Arab Lawyers Union 
June/France: Testified at European Parliament hearing on Tunisia. 
June/Egypt: Consulted with Egyptian human rights organizations on possible collaboration. 
July/Egypt: Researched deaths in custody and the state=s investigation of these deaths. 
July/UK: Interviewed an Iraqi military defector and do advocacy on Bahrain. 
 

The Arms Project 

January/Turkey: Attended trial of publisher and translator of Human Rights Watch report. 
February/Japan: Advocacy at mine clearance conference 
February/Vienna: Advocacy mission to landmine ban treaty conference 
February/Mozambique: Advocacy mission at NGO conference on landmines 
February-July/ Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan: Researched arms flows. 
March/Turkey: Attended trial of publisher and translator of Human Rights Watch report. 
March/Former Yugoslavia: Researched on chemical weapons use. 
April/Bonn: Advocacy mission to landmine ban treaty conference. 
May/South Africa: Advocacy mission for mine-free zone in Southern Africa at landmine ban treaty conference. 
September/Oslo: Advocacy mission to landmine ban treaty conference. 
 

The Children====s Rights Project 

May/Uganda: Investigated of abductions of children by the Lord=s Resistance Army in northern Uganda. 
June/In-country release of AJuvenile Injustice: Police Abuse and Detention of Street Children in Kenya.@  

Advocacy trip to Nairobi, Kenya. 
 

The Women====s Rights Project 

April/Tanzania: Advocacy mission to International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
May/ Pakistan: Investigated state response to violence against women. 
May/Mexico: Follow-up mission on sex discrimination in the maquiladoras in Mexico. 
June/The Hague: Advocacy mission to International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia. 
September-August/Bosnia and Herce-govina: Investigated post-conflict problems for women. 



October/Mexico: Follow-up mission on sex discrimination in the maquiladora in Mexico 
 

Prisons 

March/Hong Kong: Investigated prison conditions. 
July/Indiana: Examined conditions at two super-maximum security prisons in Indiana.  
October/Geneva: Advocacy mission to session of the Working Group on the draft Optional Protocol to the 

Convention Against Torture. 
November-December/Brazil: Investigated prison conditions in Brazil. 
 

Drugs 

1996-1997/US: Researched on the human rights impact of drug sentencing in New York for nonviolent, and 
low-level drug offenders. 

May/Colombia: International humanitarian law impact of drug eradication in Colombia.  
 

Academic Freedom 

September/Indonesia:    Explored academic freedom issues in Indonesia. 
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