HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH/AMERICAS
OVERVIEW

ON Serfemeer 25, N 8 cERemoNy aF Hig ORaaNTZAFON oF AmERiCAN States (0AS) Heavquarters N WasHiNGHoN,
DL, e OAS amenved fs cHarIER +o ALlow HHE HEMISPHERE'S QOVERNMENTS 40 0SHRACiE FRoM HHE GROVP aNY
GOVERNMENE COMING F0 POWER BY €oUP. THiS WELCOME STEP UNDERLINED $HE GROWING CONSENSUS IN HHE REGTON Hdt
MATNFAINING constituFionaL, PEMoCRAtIC GovERNMENTS §s iN EdcH NaFioN's Best INJERESTES. AND TNDEED, with scant
EYCEPHIONS, HIE REGTON COMPRISING LatiN AmERica ane fie (aRiBBEAN Stoop ovt 8s ONE oF HIE FEw PaRFS oF Hig
WORLD WHERE ELECHED CIVILTAN GOVERNMENT SEEMED FIRMLY ENSCONCED,

THe HistorY of Hie ORE@ mokes cLedr HHat ELECHED GOVERNMENIS HAVE OFFERED HHE GREAESE PosSiBiLiY For
ENJOYMENT OF HWMBN RiGHES: iN FHE Past, HHE RUPHRE oF ConSHHIWONAL ORDER TN EVERY CBSE BROUGHE SERiOVS GNP
systematic HumaN RigHES vioLations. IN HHis SENSE, HHE 1997 CONGRESSTONGL AND MUNTCTPAL ELECHONS N Meyico, HIE
FiRst TN wHicH oPPosiHioN PaRITES could coMPELE wWith HHE LONG—GOVERNING PaRYY ofF HHE INsHHUEIoNELIZED REvoLution
(Partivo vE LA RevoLueion INsEHHUCIONALTZa0D, PRI) on @ LEVEL PLAYING FELD, MORKED 8 STONIFICONt SHEP FORWARD FOR
PEMOCRACY N HHE REGTON. (VBB—IWHERE AN UNELECHED GOVERNMENT CoMPLEED HUTRIY—EIGHE YEBRS IN POWER—REMAINED
e excePHioN +o e FREND fowaRD GREGFER PoLitical sPace.

But wHiLE ELECHED GOVERNMENS MaY BE @ PRECONDIION FOR HWMEN RiGHES fo BE REsPECED, HHE REGiON'S DismaL
RECORD SHows fHat it 7S BY No MEBNS SUFFTCTENE. MAsSIVE aND SERioUS HUMAN RIGHES vioLdtions PLAGUED HIE REGTON TN
1997, REGARDPLESS oF HHE REGULAR ALIERNGHION TN POWER oF ELECHED GOVERNMENTES. INDEED, fiE LAck oF ReEsPECt For
HUMAN RiGHES TN countriEs s piverse 8s Colomeid, PERV, VENEZVELA, BRaziL, ARGENIING, GNp HHE DomiNicaN RepusLic
SHoweD HHat ELECHONS BRE ONLY HHE FiRSt SHEP fowBRP GENUINE DEMOCRACY. MASSACRES, EYFRAIWICTAL EYECUHONS,
DISAPPEARANCES, FORFURE OND OFHER FORMS oF Police

BRUFALTEY, GLONG witH INHUMANE PRISON CONPHIONS SHUBBORNLY CONFINUED.

MaNy oF HHE REQTON'S ELEctEd GOVERNMENES AccePiep LEQiiiMAte criticism oF HETR 8BUSTVE HUMAN RiGHES
PrRACHICES, BBANPONING THE DEFENSIVE REACHIONS oF HHE Past. ManNy rReaLizev HHey stoob oNLY fo BENEFTH FRoM OPENING
COMMUNTCAHON Wit HUMEN RIGHES MONTHORS. THE EYCEPHONS REMATNED HE GOvERNMENES oF FiveL (astro iN CuBa, wicH
CONFINVED f0 DENY TNFERNGETONDL HUMAN RiGHES GROVPS dccess o HHE TSLAND wWHLE HORASSING aND PROSECVEING HHosE
atemPEiNG f0 MONHOR RiGHES DoMESHCALLY: HHE GOVERNMENE oF ALBER}0 FUITMORT TN PERV, WHICH DENOUNCED HUMAN
RiGHES QROVPS’ MotvES EVEN @S T GPoPIED SOME OF HIETR RECOMMENDAFIONS: anD FHE ERNESTo JEDTLLO GOVERNMEN' TN
Meyico, wHicH aoMited o SHoRICOMINGS N PoLiCE BEHAVIOR BUt EYPELLED INFERNAHONAL HWMAN RIGHES MONTFORS ND
CcHEGORTCALLY REJECHED HHETR FINDINGS. INDEED, FHE ONLY GOVERNMENES TN HHE REGTON wHiCH CONFINVED $0 vioLate HumaN
RiGHES 8s PARE oF CENFRAL GOVERNMENF PoLicy were Cugd anp Peru,

EVEN QovERNMENTS fHat accePien infernationaL criticism FaiLed o Make HUMAN RiGHES Profection @ PRIoRTHY BY
DESTONING PROGRAMS OND DEDICHING RESOVRCES fo HHE ERADICHFION oF f0RFVRE, PoLicE BRUFALTEY, BRBTHRARY DEFENFION,
OND OFHER WIDESPREAD GBUSES, 8S WELL 8s HHE TMPUNTHY witH wHicH HHESE acts wWERE commitED.

Human Rights Developments

IN CoLomgia, HHiRIY—FivE MAsSACRES cLaiMeED HHE LivES oF 272 INpivipvaLs SN HHE First EiGHE MoNFHS oF HHE YEBR, OGN
SOME 450 MORE DIED N INDIVIDUAL PoLifical asSAsSINGHONS DURING HHE SAME PERioD. THE BULk oF HIE CARNAGE was
aHrigutasle fo PARAMILIIARY GROUPS, USVALLY wWORKING witH MILTHERY BCQUIESCENCE 8ND IN SOME CBSES witH MiLifarY
SUPPoRYs Bccorping fo HHE Colomeian CommissioN oF JWRists (CCJ), @ RESPECHED HUMAN RIGHES ORGANTZAFION, 76 PERCENE
oF HiE HWMON RiGHFS VioLBHONS RECORDED N 1997 WERE HIE woRk OF PARAMILIHARTES, 17 PERCENF WERE HHE wORK OF
GUERRILLES, OND 7 PERCENF WERE HIE woRk oF stafe AGENts. IN PERV, foRFWRE REMAINED @ CoMMON PRACHCE EMPLOYED
8Y PoLice aGaiNst BotH Bccusep FERRORISTS ONP COMMON CRIMINGL SUSPECES, GNP EVEN AGQAINST 8 MEMBER oF HHE ORMY



INFELLIGENCE SERVICE OccVSED oF LEBKING INFORMAFION fo HHE PRESS. IN MEYico, PoLitical vioLENCE TN RURAL GREAS—IN
SOME CASES witH OFFTCial TNVOLVEMENE OR BCQUIESCENCE—REMAINED ACVIE, aND HHE Justice system SHowep @ MARKED
fenveEneY fo BE LENTENT witH HHE GOVERNMENE'S SUPPORIERS NP SEVERE with ifs oPPoNENts. IN BraziL, amatewr
VIDEQHAPES CAPHURING RANDOM PoLicE BRUFALTHY SHockeD @ NaFION SEEMINGLY INURED 4o HHE FOIE OF CRIMINGL SusPecis,
IN VENEZVELD, SECWRiHY ForRCES RESORIED {0 Systemalic aBuses, INCLWING forIWRE, exfraswicial eyecuiions, ane e
DISPROPORETONGIE USE OF LEFHAL FORCE TN FHETR EFFORES 10 CONFROL CRIME iN URBAN 8REDS.

Presivent FusiMori’s GoveERNMENY IN PERU DEMONSIRAED 1S Lack oF REsPECH FoR HE RULE OF Law BY @ DITZYING
SERTES OF MANEWERS iNCLWDING HHE SACkiNG oF HHREE oF HHE SEVEN MEMBERS oF fHE Constifufional Court aFfer fiey
RULED aGaINSt @ FHIRD PRESTENHTAL +2RM FoR FusiMori. THE SUbGES’ REMovAL EFFECHVELY PUt HHE COWRY 0UF OF BUSINESS
FoR SEHLING constitutionaL conFLicts,

PRISON CONPTHIONS IN MANY PORES oF HHE REQTON WERE S0 BAP 8S +0 ConsHHIWE SERTOUS HUMAN RIGHES vioLations,
OND 8 MAJORTY OF HHoSE HELD HAP Not BEEN CONVICIED OF ONY CRIME; TNDEED, SOME DELATNEES WERE HELD FOR YEORS N
PREVENFIVE DEFENFTON, TN VIOLAFION OF FHE PRESUMPHION OF TNNOCENCE. SoME 90 PERCENE oF HHonburRaN, ParRAGUAYAN, aND
URUGUBYAN INMBHES WERE UNSENTENCED, wWHTLE N HHE Dominican Repuslic, Panama, Haidi, EL SaLvabor, PEry, anp
VENETVELD, $HE PROPORFION OF UNSENFENCED iNMBIES RANGED FRom 65 f0 85 PERCENY. [N HHE Dominican RepueLic, we
FOUND ONE PRISONER wHo HAP BEEN HELD FoR FEN YEARS witHout fRidL.

MEGNWHILE, iN @ SERjous sefBack fo INFERNGETONGL HUMAN RiGHES PRoFECHON MECHBNTSMS, JAMATca GNNOUNCED iN
Late Octoger Hat i+ wolld BECoME fHE FiRst COUNIRY SN HHE woRLD fo witHPRAw FRom HHE OPHonaL Protocol 4o file
INFERNGHONAL Covenant oN Civil anp PoLitical Rigrfs. NortH Kored RENoUNCED HE covenant FHseLF iN Avgust. THe
Jamaican MovE, wHicH will Have HHE EFFECE oF PREVENEING FNDIVIDVALS WHOSE RiGHFS MY HAVE BEEN vioLatev By e
Jamaican coverRnvENt FRoM GPPEALING fo HE UNi+ep Nations Human Ricuts Commities, was GPPARENILY INFENDED fo
DENY DEAHH Row iNMAFES N 0PPORFUNTEY For UN. REViEW.

WHILE $HE OVERALL PTCHRE N 1997 waS OF CONFINUED SERTOUS ViOLBHONS, SEVERAL PoSHIVE DEVELOPMEN}S 0CCURRED.
THE STONING OF @ FiNL PEACE AGREEMENY iN (UatEmALa, BRINGING aN END fo HHREE DEC@DES oF GRMED CONFLicH,
CONIRIBUED 0 @ CONFINVING DECLINE N HHE NUMBER OF HWMAN RiGHIS vioLations LINKED {0 COUNIERINSURGENCY
OPERAHIONS. PERV'S GOVERNMENT TN OctoBER SUSPENDED HHE USE oF “FacELess cowris” +o 4RY 4ERRORISH susPects. Trose
COVRES HAD PRESENFED NUMEROUS GND PROFOUND DUE PROCESS ViOLAEIONS. PERSONS ACCVSED oF HHE GGGRAVAFED FORM OF
FERRORTSM, TN PERV 42RMED “IREASON,” will CoNFINVE 40 BE 4RiED BY MILHARY CoWRES, ALHHOUGH HHE SWGES will No
LONGER REMAIN ANONYMOVS.  THE GMENDMENE oF BRA7ZIL'S criMINAL CobE fo CopiFyY $0RIRE @S @ CRIME MARKED @ SteP
FORWORD N 8N EFFoR} 40 ERAvicAtE fHat Practice, ANp iN CoLomeia, PRESTDENE ERNESTo SAMPER INFRoDUCED hvo PiECES
OF TMPORFAONE LEGTSLAFION: ONE, wolLD ENSURE fHAF GRoSS ViOLBHIONS OF HUMON RIGHFS BE PROSECUIED iN CiviLiaN, RAFHER
FHON MILHARY cowrEs, AND @ SECOND woULd MAKE FORCED DiSAPPEGRANCE 8 CRiME. IN VENEZVELD, fHE SUPREME CoWRE ON
OctoBer 14 kNoCkeD PovwN 8S UNCONSHHUETONGL @ 1956 vAGRANCY Law wHiCH BLLOWED ApMiNiSTRAEIVE DEFENETON For WP 4o
FIVE YEBRS OF POSSTBLE DELINQUENTS wWitHoUt PROOF OF INDIVIDVAL WRONGDOTNG.

PERHAPS HHE MoSt OMINOUS DEVELOPMENY iN 1997 wals HHE PERSECUION TN SEVERAL COUNIRIES OF SOME OF FHE REGQTON'S
Most oUESHANDING REPORFERS OND NEWS MEDTA. THIN—SKINNED OFFicials iN PanaMa, ARGENHING, aND PERV LasHED ovt af
HETR CRitics AMONG HHE PRESS, PEMONSTRAFING AN iNFOLERANCE FOR CRiFiCisM MORE CHARACHERTSHC oF AVHHORIARIAN
REGIMES fHON DEMoCRAfiC GovERNMENSS., [N Cvgd, HARAGSSMEN' oF HHE SMOLL NDEPENDENE PRESS CORPS CONFINVED
uNaBgafep,

IN ARGENFING, TN JONVARY, NEWS PHotoGRAPHER JosE Luis (@BE78S waS HANDCUFFED, BERHEN, SHot EAD anb SEF ON
FIRE, IN @ CHILLING REMINDER OF HHE DONGERS oF TNVESHGAHING PoLice corRVPHON. At Hiis wRIHING, FHREE PRovINCTAL
POLICE OFFICERS HAVE BEEN DEFAINED TN CONNECHiON with HHe case. ON SePfemBer 11, 1HE oNLY ARGENFINE NavY oFFicER
10 HOVE VOLUNFBRILY CONFESSED +0 SERTOVS HUMAN RIGHFS BBUSES PWRING HHE MILHORY pictatorsHIPS FRoM 1976 f0 1993 was
agouctep Y ARMED MEN with Police crepentials. DWRING HHE o HOWRS HE was HELD, FoRMER (P, AbolFo Scilingo
was BEGHEN aND FHREHENED, aND HHE INHTALS OF JoURNALISTS +0 wHoM HE HaD folb His sToRY wWERE CBRVED iN HiS FaCE.
His captors HHrREdtENED 40 KiLL SCILINGO 8S WELL @S HHoSE JoVRNALISHS: MaRTaNo GRoNpONG, MaGpaLEN Ruiz Guinazl, anp



Horacio Vergitsky. Presivent (aRLos MENeM's REdCHON +o Hilis GANGLAND—SHLE INCIDENE, TN wilicH HE suaaestes Hiat
SCiLINGo was Not 1o BE BELTEVED, FOLLOWED UNFORIUNGIE coMMENES HE Hav MAPE SHORILY BEFORE HHE attack, N wHicH
Menem aPPEARED 0 SugGQest HHat HHE LiMits oF PRESS FREEDOMS COoULD BE DEFERMINED BY ViOLENCE.

THe qovernmeENt oF ERnesto PEREr BALLAvARES TN Panama fook SHEPS f0 SUPPRESS FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION BY
SEHING TN MoFON @ DEPORIAEION 0RDER AGAINST PERWIAN JoVRNALISH Gustavo GoRRTH, associate evitor of HHE vaiLY L&
PRENSA. (ORRHT'S GRHCLES COVERING CORRUPHION §N OFFiCial ciRCLES TRKED HHOSE IN POwER, wHo sougHt +o ovst g
BWARP—IWINNING REPORIER BASED ON SPECiOVS LEGAL GROUNDS. (ORRIET'S TNVESHGAHVE UNTE HAb wWRIHEN 8BovE DRUG MONEY
FLoWING iNFo PRESTDENT PERET BALLADARES'S COMPAIGN AND ALLEGED TRREGULARIHES TN HHE dccumuLddion oF ELEViSTON
NEFWORKS BY HHE PRESTDENE'S €oUsiN. HowEVER, IN @ STONIFicaNt victoRY FOR PRESS FREEDOM, HHE GOVERNMENT REVERSED
iHseLF iN OctoBer, allowing L@ PrREwsd +o REFAIN GORRIH iN @ SENiOR PosHioN iN PaNGMA AN vowiNg o Sk
PEROGEHON oF LEGiSLAtiON LiMHHING HHE ROLE OF FORETGON NOHONALS iN HHE MEDTA.

IN PERV, $HE GOVERNMENE LAUNCHED @ cOMPATGN aGaiNSt FHE ISRAELI—BORN MAJORTY SHAREHOLDER N LimMa’s CHANNEL 2
feLEViSTON, BaRVeH Iveler BRoNSHEIN, CHANNEL 2 was e First +o BRodpcast an iNFERviEw with LEonor La Rosd, aN
aRMY INFELLIGENCE AGENT SEVERELY JORIURED BY HER EMPLOYERS ON SUSPICioON oF HAVING LEGKED iNFoRMAtioN asovt
PLANNED PERSECUFON OF HHE PRESS. AN ESCALAHING COMPAIGN oF HARASSMEN' AQaiNST VEHER cuLmiNateD SN fHE JuLy T3
REVOCHFON oF His PERWIAN Na#ioNaLity, Followep BY fakeover of HHe FELEViSTON statioN 8Y HIE PRo—GOVERNMENE
MINORTHY SHAREHOLDERS. OFHER JoRNAListS FACED SERjoUS HARASSMENT, INCLWING BLANCd Rosdles, MBNAGING EpifoR oF
He vaiLY L8 FEPUBLICH, wHo was GBDUCHED, BEGIEN, AND HHREGFENED BY UNTDENHFIED BRMED MEN BEFORE BEING RELEGSED.

CuBAN AUHHORTHES CONFINVED fo iNFIMiDA4E JouRNALiSES. AMONG HHosE ORRESIED WERE HEcHor PeRdza LiNGRES,
coviRecHor oF HiE 1aBANG PRESS NEwS AGENCY, anp Rall Rivero, HHE Hedw of Cuga Press. ON Fegruary 26, @ GRoVP of
GOVERNMEN} SUPPORFIERS GAFHERED 0UFSTDE HIE HoMES oF (VA PRESS JournaLists Tania Quintero ane AN@ Luisa Baerd,
HHROWING 0BIECHS GNP SHOVFING.  JodQuiN TorRRES ALVAREZ, HHE DIRECHOR oF HaBANG PRESS, was BEAEN TN MaY BY SeveraL
assoiLonts wHom He Later TENKIFiED as MemBERS oF HHe State SecRiY FoRCES ONp REPRESENIIVES oF His
NETGHBORHOOD'S CoMMUNiSH PaREY oFFicE,

IN Meyico, GUNMEN MURDERED JESUS BUEND LEON oF HIE (GUERRER0 SHAtE WEEKLY 7 Dids: BUEND Hap wRiHEN HHat HE
BeLiEvED state oFFicials PLANNED fo KiLL HimM iN REFALTAHON FoR His REPORFING. AFFER COVERING POLICE EYCESSES iN
Meyico CHY IN SEPIEMBER, FOUR REPORFERS WERE OBPUCHED GND FoRFURED BY UNTDENEIFIED dssaiLants.

IN DeceEmBER 1996, @ NEw SERTES oF FELEVISTON REQULAFIONS WENF iNfo EFFECE TN CoLoMBTA, INCLWDING LimMitations oN
HHe BROBPCASHING OF VioLENE TMAGES wHICH CoWLD, TF ENFORCED, SERTOVSLY RESTRICE NEWS COVERAGE, BMONG oHHER FHINGS,
Hie MEASURES RESIRTCIED ATRING SHAFEMENES FROM GUERRILLA OR OFHER CRIMINGL ORGANTZOFIONS. ALHHOVGH HHE REGULAHIONS
HAave Not Propucep gHEMPIS 8F CENSORSHIP 8S oF HHiS wWRIFING, FHEIR TMPLEMENFAtON GRAONIED +HE GOVERNMENT
1REMENDOVS LEEWAY Yo LiMit +ELEVISTON CovERAGE. ColoMBiaN caMERAMAN Ricarbo VELEZ FLED HIE COUNIRY TN SEPIEMBER
aF1ER RECEIVING SERjovs HHREAES ON His LiFe ReLafed fo @ suit For PAMAGES HE FiLed against fHE 8RMY. SoLpiERS Hav
BEAIEN VELEZ WHILE HE FiLMED REPRESSION oF @ PRoFESE MARCH N 1996,

IN JUNE, HHE INFER—AMERTCAN Commission oN Human RiqHts PuBLisHED @ REPORE FINDING HHat HHIE GOVERNMEN} OF
CUiLe Hap vioLatep HE RiGHE 4o FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON BY BANNING HIE SALE OF @ Book wRIHEN 8Y FRANCisco MarFoRELL
iN 1993, THE Book, DiPLomMBFC MPUN/FY, CONCERNED HIE CTRCUMSTANCES LEADING VP o FHE DEPARIVRE OF HHE FORMER
aMBASSAPOR OF ARGENFING iN CHiLg, Oscar SPiNosd MELo. THE ComMisSioN CALLED oN FHE GOvERNMENT oF CHILE fo LiF$
HE gaN oN fHE Book.

MeANWHILE, wHEN PRESTPENT RaFAEL CALDERA oF VENEZVEL RECOMMENDED HHat @ NovEMBER 1997 [BEROAMERTCAN SumMit
iN (aracas svagest medsSWRES fo Protect HE “Rigut fo 4RVEHFUL  SNFormaEioN,” HHiS coNcEPE—suGRESHING
GOVERNMENHAL CONFROL OVER PRESS CONFENI—PROVOKING WELL—DESERVED GPPROBRIUM FROM PRESS watCHPOG GROUPS.

The Right to Monitor
Huvan RiGHEs MONTHORS CONFINVED 40 FacE HIREGES, HARASSMENE, GNP PHYSTCAL VIOLENCE TN SEVERAL COUNFRIES N HE



REGTON, GNP TN MONY cAsES GovERNMENTS FaiLep fo fake ™Medswres fo iNvestiqate, PrRosecute, ane PUNiSH HHose
RESPONSTBLE. IN @ DANGEROVS coNFINENE, ColomBiad REMAINED HE KILLING FELD FoR HUMAN RiGHFS DEFENDERS. MaRio
CALPERON BND ELSA ALvaRADo oF HHE (ENPER FoR Researel anp PoPuLar Evucation (Centro ve INVESEGACION ¥ Epucacion
PoPULER, CINEP) WERE KTLLED BY MASKED GUNMEN iN HIETR Bocotd aParIMENT, APPARENTLY iN RETALTATION FOR HHETR HUMEN
RiGHES work. ALVARADO'S FOHHER was 8Lso KPLLED OND HER MOFHER SERTOUSLY wOUNDED iN FHE saME iNcipeEnt. ON
SePiemBER 28, QUHORTHES BRRESTED FIVE PEOPLE wHo MaY Have foken ParRt iN HHe KILLING. AMONG HHE ofHER HumaN
RiGHFS MONTHORS KILLED BY UNTRENFFTED GUNMEN iN Colomeid SN GPPARENE RefaLiatioN ForR HHETR woRk WERE NBZORENO DE
Jesls Rivera of e Seqovia Huvan Rigris Commitdee, MaRGARHA GUZMAN @ FORMER COLLEAGUE wHo PRESSED FOR ON
INVESHQAHON, anp Victor Julio (ARION, @ MEMBER oF HIE ALL—BUF—EYFiNGUiSHED Metd Civic CommiHEeE For Huvan Riguts.
A iRy MEMBER oF HE SEQOVIA Huvan RiqHis Commitize, Jaime Ortiz LonboNo, was FORCTBLY DiSAPPEARED. SEVERAL
oFHER MONTHORS HAVE BEEN FORCED +0 LEAVE HHE coUNIRY BECAVSE oF pEdH fHREdES. ON OctoBeR 26, HHE QUERRILLA GROVP
kNowN as Hie NationaL Ligeration Army (EsErcifo v |TBERACION NacionaL, ELN) KIoNGPPED fiwo ELECEON 0BSERVERS
FroM Hie QRGANTIAFON oF AMERTCAN SHates iN aN EFFoRE +o FRUSIRATE MUNTCTPAL ELECHTONS. THE GUERRTLLAS FREED g
OBSERVERS OFFER MORE fHAN 8@ wEEK.

IN Cvgd, WHERE MONTHORING HHE HUMON RiGHIS PoLicies ofF HE GOVERNMENE RUNS @FOUL OF NUMEROUS PROVISTONS OF
HHe PENBL copE RESHRICHING FREE EYPRESSTON AND ASSoCiatioN, HHosE wHo a+HemMPIED {0 DEFEND HUMON RiGHIS Facep
HarassMENE aNp PRoSECUEioN. ON Juby 15, autloriHiEs DEFAINED HUMAN RiGHES LAWYER RENE (JOMEZ MaANzANO GLONG with
HHRee ofER PROMINENT DissiDENts. At HHis wRIHING, HE FOUR LEBDERS REMAIN iN PRISON FACING PossiBLe RiaL For
ENEMY PROPOGANDA.

Hvan rigrts avvocate Francisco SoBerdN, Hedv oF Perv’'s Pro—Human Ricuts Association (Asocsacion Pro—
Derecos Humanos, APRODEH), Facep rePeater anonyMous pEGH] HREBS GPPARENLY IN REHALIAFION For APRODEH's
DEFENSE OF @ RESPECIED JUDGE FACING ARBTHRARY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS OND @ POLTCE WHiSHLE—BLOWER FACING PERSECUEION.

IN BoLivia, NationaL PoLice aaents aRReSHED WaLbo ALBARRACIN, PRESTOENE oF HIE PERMANEN' ASSEmELY oF Human
RicHts (AsameLed Permanente be Derecios Humanos, APDH) on JANVBRY 25 anp ALLEGEDLY f0RFURED Him FOR OVER HIREE
HoWRs. THE PoLice AGENFS REPORIEDLY BEQS ALBARRACIN ALL OVER HiS BODY, INCLUDING HiS GENiHALTA, SUBJECHED Him fo
DEGH FHREBFS AND NEBR—BSPHYYTOHiON. ALBARRACIN waS LAFER HoSPHALIZED witH SERjOUS wWOUNDS.

CHVRCH—RELA¥ED HUMAN RiGHES GROVPS iN MEYico coNFINVED 0 coME UNDER Hack. PabrRe (aMiLo DANTEL, FOUNDER oF
CHHVAHUE'S CoMMISSTON OF SoLTparTHY anp DEFENSE of Human Richts (Comision bE SoLivarivaw ¥ DEFENSA bE Los DERECHOS
Humanos, COSYDDHAC), aNb His SECREHARY wERE FHREGHENED witH DEGHH IN JANVGRY. ON FEBRUARY 15, BRMED MEN GMBUSHED
8 QROVP oF INvESHGatorRs FRom HHE FRaY Bartolomé be Las Casas Human Ricuts Center iN HHE (HiaPas fowN oF
SBBANTLLE, WOUNDING JosE Mon#ERo iN FHE BRM. ALso iN CHiaPas, AssaiLants FRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY 4o BURN HHE oFFicES
oF HE CoorDINGFING (ROVP oF NonGovERNmENtAL Oraanizations For Peace (Coorpingbord pe QrRaanismos No
(uBERNOMENIALES PoR LA Paz, CONPAT).

IN VENEZVEL, MEMBERS OF HHE Human Ricits QFFice of e \icariate of Puerto Ayacucho, state of AMAZONGS, CaME
UNDER BHACk FoR HHETR woRK ON BEHALF OF HHE AMBIONTAN INDTANS. FoLLOWING TNFLAMMAIORY CRiticiom oF HIE OFFicE BY
LocBL PoLiticiaNs aND MEMBERS oF HIE REGTONAL GOVERNMENY, fiwo VEHICLES BELONGING +0 HHE OFFiCE WERE DAMAGED BY
dciv,

IN Novemger, Human Richts wateH Honorev (aRLos RopRiGUEZ MESTA, @ DISHINGUISHED HUMAN RiGHES BHORNEY FRoM HE
Boqoté—gases Colomeian Commission of Jwists (Comision CoLomeiana be Jwistas, CCJ), iN OUR GNNVAL CELEBRAHON OF
HUMBN RiGHFS MONTLORS FRoM BROUND HHE wWoRLD. RODRIQUEZ s @ FOUNDING MEMBER oF fHe (CJ, oNe oF ColomBid’s most
EFFECHIVE HUMAN RiGHFS GROVPS. | was LARGELY HHRoVGH RopriGuez’s eFForYs Hat fHe UN. acreep fo set vp @ special
oFFice ofF s Hial Commissioner For Human Ricuts iN Bocotd o PrRESs HiE GOVERNMENE 0 PRoFECH HUMAN RiGHES.

The Role of the
International Community



United Nations

THe PRESENCE OF HHE UNHED Na$ioNs HUMAN RiGHES MissioN i GuatemaLa, knowN as MNUGUA, continved +o contriBute +o
REDUCED LEVELS oF PoLifically mMotivatep HUMAN RiGHES vioLafions. NoNEHHELESS, HE MiSSiON'S PRESHIGE SUFFERED @ Blow
witH HHE DELAY TN PusLicatioN ofF s INvESHGHION INFo HHE FORCED DISAPPEORONCE oF 8 GUERRILLA CAPHURED 8Y HE
army iN Octoger 1996, To s crevit, MINUGUA contINVED +o PRESS HHE CASE DESPHE STONEWALLING BY HHE GOVERNMENS.

Te UN. HicH Commissiongr For Human RicHts oPENED @ FTELD oFFice iN CoLomeid, 8 LonG—awditep Move gt HELD
He PROMISE OF REDUCING vioLations. IN APRIL, #HE UN. Human Ricuts Committze in New York LameEntep +ad “GRoss anp
MASSTVE HUMAN RiGHES vioLaHoNs ConFINVE +0 ocer N ColomBia.” [+ EYPRESSED s “DEEP CONCERN” 0VER EviDENCE Hiiat
PARAMILIFARY GROUPS “RECEIVE SUPPORE FRoM MEMBERS oF HHE MILHARY” ano HHat “iMPUINIY continves 4o B2 @
WIDESPREAD PHENOMENON.” TORFVRE TN MEYiCo ALSO RECEIVED WELL—DESERVED SCRUFINY FRoM HE UN. IN f+s coneLusions
RedcEd N APRIL, fe Commitee Acdinst TorFVRE PRATSED LEGAL REFORMS BUF  SHRONGLY FauLtep HHE systematic
PrActice of FoRIVRE iN HHE COUNFRY. IN August, NiGeL RopLey, HHE UN. sPecial RAPPORIEVR oN $oRHVRE, visitep Mevico o
pocUMENT FHE NATWRE aND EYEENT OF vioLations.

United States

THe State Devarivent's anNaL (ONFRY REFuRES ow Humdn Ficits PRACHCES PRoVIDED N OCCURAtE anp pEfaiLep
PESCRIPHON oF HE HUMON RiGHES PRoBLEMS aND PRActices iN HHE REQTON. IN @ PEPARIVRE FrRom Past Practice, Hie
CLiNntoN BoMiNTSERAHION N 1997 aLso fook stePs 4o RATSE HUMAN RiGHES fssuEs 4o @ MORE PROMINENF PosTHioN iN ifs
AGENDE witH fHE REGTON, ON SOME 0CCBSTONS TSSUING PuBLic sHateEMENTS TN COUNFRTES WHERE T HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN
sitent. IN Colomgia, HHe U.S. EmBAsSY PuBLicLY EYPRESSED ffs CONCERN ovER MILTHARY auftorities’ vergal atdcks oN
CIVILTAN INVESHGAtORS wHo LINKED (EN. Farovk Yaning 4o g Puerto ARAUI0 MASSACRE, HE FiRst $imE T+ Hap SPOKEN
PUBLTCLY ON @ HUMAN RiGHES cdsE. AND DESPHE SIRONG PRESSURE FRoM MEMBERS OF CONGRESS EAGER 40 FUND CoLoMBTaN
aNFi—Narcotics caMPAIGNS REGBRPLESS oF HUMAN RiGHES vioLations 8y HHE armY, HHE CLiNFoN ApMiNisTRAFION HELD VP @i
to e MiLifarY WNFL August, wHEN HHe ColomBiaN GRMED FORCES GGREED +o HUMON RiGHES conpitions. At Hiis wRIHING,
it 7S UNCLEBR How HHE CONDTHONS will BE TMPLEMENTED anb +o wHAt eytent HHe U.S., iN MAKING @i DEFERMINGFIONS,
WiLL RELY EYCLUSTVELY oN HHE ColomBTAN DEFENSE MiNiSTRY'S EVALVBION oF S owN FRoOPS’ HUMBN RiGHES RECORD.

IN PerY, U.S. oFFiciaLs fssuep stRonG stadements oN HHE sacking of FHRee memBERS ofF HHe Constitutional Covri
N> ON fHE Revocation oF VEHER'S CTATIENSHIP. MEANWHILE, PRIVAIE PRESSWRE FRom HHE GMiNiSIRAFION coniRiBuiED
STONIFICONILY $0 CONVINCING HHE GOVERNMENT oF Panama o REVERSE s PLON {0 DEPOR iNvESHGAHIVE JourNaLiSH
Gustavo GORRIH. IN PARFTCULAR, HHE INFLUENCE EYERIED BY First Lapy HiLLaRY RobHam CLiINFON DURING HER visit +o Panama
iN OctoBER GPPEARED f0 HAVE HAP AN iMPoR{aNt iMPact. [N MeYico, SECRetaRY of State MaveLEiNE ALBRiGHE MEF with
Local HuMON RiGHFS 0RGANIZAFIONS, @ STONIFiCONt symBoLic ActioN GIVEN HHE HosHLHY HHESE GRoVPS FAcE From HiE
avhioriHiEs.

EFForts $o make PusLic He (LS. RoLE N Past HuMaN RiGHES vioLations N HHE REGTON TNCHED FORWERD, 8s HHE
CentraL INFELLIGENCE Aceney (CIA) comPLeten, But bib Not MOKE PUBLIC, ON INFERNGL SHUBY oF T HiEs 4o @ MiLiHarY
pEGH! SQUAD TN Honpuras. (1A pocWMENES RELEBSED TN AUGUSH CONFIRMED H+at HHE AGENCY KNEw 8B0VH HIE NFERROGAHON
N> ForRFWRE OF civiLians 8Y fHat UNTE IN fHE 1990s ano fHat agents visitep @t Least oNe oF s cLanpESHINE
PRISONERS. DocWENES DECLASSTFIED TN 1997 dBovE U.S. iNvoLvement SN HHE couP Hjat overHREW FHE ELECIED GOVERNMENS
oF JacoBo ARBENZ SN (uatemaLa SN 1954 PRovIDED @ CHiLLING INSTOE Look @ fe MEFHHODS VSED anp PRomotep BY fife
AGENCY, INCLWING +ARGEFED PoLTHical AsSASSINGFION GNP MASS MURDER.

MeaNWHILE HHE CLINFON BoMiNiSTRA%ION dctep +o PRofect FRoM DEPORFAFON EMMANVEL “Toto” Constant, wantep iN
Harts FoR MASSIVE NP SERTOUS HUMAN RiGHES vioLations committep BY @ PARAMILIFARY GROWP HE HEBDED DURING HHE
MILHARY DictatorsHiP, Constant receivep (1A PayMeENts IN Harti wHILE Directing HHE FRoNE FOR f1e Abvancement anp
Proaress of Haiti (FrRont Powr L'Avancevent ef Procrés v'llarts, FRAPH). Moreover, e U.S. emBassY iN Pori—av—



PrRiNCE ReFusED 4o REFRN fo HE HaTHaN GovERNMENE HE GPPROYIMATELY 160,000 PAGES OF POCWMENES aND OFHER
MBHERTALS SET7ED FRoM FRAPH ano Hartian miLHaRY HEBPQUARIERS TN 1994, pocwuments Hiad could dssist PRosecudors’
EFFoRIS fo PWNISH HWMON RiGHTS violafors.

WHILE DiSCUSSTONS OF FREE FRADE TSSUES DOMINGHED His FouR oF Latin capifals N Octoer, PRESTDENS CLiNfON MADE
MPORFANF stateEMENTS ON BEHALF OF FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON N ARGENFING, WHERE 8Htacks oN JoVRNALiSHS GSCENDED N
1997 witH GPPARENE GOVERNMENF FOLERAONCE. DWRING FHE PRESTDEN's 4RIP fo Meyico anv (EntraL AmeRica iN May,
(LiNtoN FaiLed 4o MENFION HUMAN RiGHFs.

European Union
IN DecemBER 1996, HHE EVROPEAN UNToN CouNeil oF MiNiSHERS poPHED @ NEw, SERONGER Policy +owarp (uBa, Making FuLL
ECONOMIC CooPERAHTON CONDTHONDL ON HUMAN RiGHFS TMPRoVEMENTS, UNFORFUNBIELY, EVROPEAN TNVESTORS N (LB, 8S wELL
as Canavians anp ofHeRs, FaiLeED fo aboP+ eFFective sIRAJEQTES +o ENSWRE RESPECE FoR LOBOR RiGHEs iN HHETR CugaN
WORKPLACES, WHERE GOVERNMENI—DOMINGIED PRoJECES DENTED BASTC RiGHIS oF FREE 8ssocidtioN aND SPEECH,

AN EFFoRY BY Meyico +o NEGotiate @ #RADE AND PoLiHical cooPERBHION BGREEMENT with HHE EUROPEAN UNTON witHovt
He EU.’s stanparp HUMAN RiGHES cLAUSE was DEFERFED WHEN fHE JEDTLLO GOVERNMENT, iN JULYy, AGREED fo FHE iNSERFION
oF HHe FULL HUMAN RiGHFS CLavse,

IN Juy, e EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT TSSUED @ SHRONG RESOLUHON CALLING oN HHE FUsiMoR} GoverRnveNt 4o REINSHatE
e magisirates ofF e Constitubional Covrt wHo HAv BEEN Dismissep BY HHE CoNGRESS: fo GUAIRANIEE FREEDOM oF
EYPRESSION: OND Fo @BoLiSH HIE PrRActicE oF +orRFURE,

SoME EVROPEON EMBASSTES OND DiPLoMaEs fook HIGH—PROFILE RoLES TN BHEMPEING fo LESSEN PoLifical vioLENCE anp
HE SWFFERING T4 caused SN ColomBid. IN APRIL, NEHHERLANDS AMB. (YsBERY Bos mave @ +HRee—vay visit +o fHe MibLe
MacpaLENG REGTON, N PaRE 4o DRAw aHeENFON Fo @ RISE iN PARAMILIHARY dctivity anp pisPLacement. THE E.l. continveD
to PressurRe ColomBia 4o TMPRoVE s HUMAN RIGHIS RECORD, GNP ONNOUNCED iN SEPIEMBER TS FULL SUPPORY FoR @
NeGotiater setflement fo PoLitical confLict.

The Work of
Human Rights Watch
IN 1997, wE PUBLISHED Book—LENGHH REPORES TN ENGLISH 8NP SPANTSH ON RURAL VIOLENCE iN MEYTCOo, PRISON CONDIFiONS N
VENETVELA, BND VioLBHONS oF CHILDREN'S RiGHES iN Guatemald. Our REPoRE oN PoLice BRUFALTY SN BRAZL was PuBLisHED
N ENGLISH anp Porfucuese. Human Ricits Watel ReLEASED £acH REPORY IN HIE RESPECHVE NAFION'S CaPHAL, FOLLOWED
WP Wit 8@ WEEK DISCUSSING 0UR CONCLUSTONS OND RECOMMENDBIONS witH SENiOR GOVvERNMEN} oFFicials, EVROPEAN UNioN
anp U.S. ameassapors, HWMAN RiGHES 0RGANTZAFIONS, ND HHE PRESS. As Part oF fHis anp ofHER IN—COUNIRY @pvocacy
1RiPs, HHe DivisioN's EYEcUHive DiRECEOR MEF IN 1997 witH HHE PRESIDENIS oF BRAziL, CoLomBid, anD VENEZVELA fo WRGE
aHentioN o HUMAN RiGHES vioLaHons.

SEVERAL TSSUES WE HAVE PRESSED JOINELY with oHHER HUMBN RIGHFS ORGANTZAHONS FOR YEORS PRODUCED RESULES iN
199%: IN Perv, HHE GOVERNMENY SUSPENDED HHE USE OF CiViLiAN FACELESS courEs Usep fo FRY JERRORiSH SusPects: iN
BraziL, LEQisLatioN was Passep fo copiFy +orFURE: AN N CoLomBia LEGTSLAHION was iINFRopuceED fo FRY HUMAN RiGHFS
CASES IN ORPINGRY, RAHER FHAN MILT1ARY cowrts, Cases +Hat we Have Litigater BeFORE HHE INFER—AMERTCAN CoMMISSTON
oN Human RicHis ano HHE INfER—AMERTCAN CowrE of Human Ricts focehier witl HHE CentErR For Juskice anp
INFernaHionaL Law (CEJIL) anb Local PORINERS BORE RESULES 8S wWELL: HIE CoWRE Founp HHat HHE GOVERNMEN} oF PERU
Hav vioLater He AmERiCAN Convention oN Human Ricits iN HHE DEfENHTON, F0RIURE, RAPE, GND PROSECUHON BEFORE
FACELESS MILHARY GNP CiVILIAN CoWRES oF Maria ELENG Lo@yzad TamaYo GND ORDERED HER RELEASE, @ MOVE FHE GOVERNMENS
COMPLIED wWitH SHORILY HHEREGFIER; aND HHE commissioN MEDTAdED @ FRIENDLY setilement iN HHE case oF e
EYFRAIUDICTAL EYECUHON OF 8 HUMAN RiGHFS Activist ND WOUNDING OF @ SECOND iN ColotENANGo, GuatemaLa, iN 1993. THE
SEHLEMENT REQUIRED HHE GOVERNMENT f0 PRoSECVIE AND PUNISH HHoSE RESPONSTBLE aND PRoVIDE REPARAFIONS o HHE
COMMUNTHY FOR NUMEROUS 8BUSES SUFFERED af HHE HANDS oF MILTIARY—SPONSORED civiLl PafRols. Also iN Pervy, e



GOVERNMENT RELEGSED LUis (anFoRAL BENAVIDES, WHOSE €aSE wE Hav +aken fo HE INFER—AMERTCAN Cowrt oF Human
Ricuts. Our LEGAL REPRESENIBHON OF auHHoR Francisco MartoReLL at HiE INFER—AMERTCAON CoMMiSSTON BLso BRoVGHY @
vicdorY wHEN fHE coMMisSioN N JUNE RELEGSED ifs FiNaL REPORE oN HHE €ase, FiNDING CHILE Hav vioLadep His RigHt 4o
FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON BY BANNING fHE SALE oF His Book. IN July 1997, HHg UNiHep States National ApmiNistrative
Orrice (US. NAQ, HHE BobY CHARGED wilH HEBRING CBSES OF GLLEGED vioLakions BY Canavd orR Mexico of e Norfd
AMERjCAN AGREEMENT ON LaBoR CooPERBFION, COMMONLY REFERRED fo @S HHE LABOR RiGHES STDE AGREEMEN} oF HHE NorHH
Averican Free TRave Acreevent, NAFTA) dccepiep For Review @ PEFFON FiLep 8y Human RicHis wWaten anv Hie
NatioNaL Association of Democratic Lawyers (Asociacion NacionaL ve Agoqavos DﬁMOCKé'F?COS), wHicH claraeD Hie
MeyicaN GovERNMENT with FOILVRE +0 ENFORCE s DoMESHC LOBOR CODE OR SEY UP EFFECHVE MECHANISMS {0 Bpaupicate
LaBoR pisPuEes. THe U.S. NAQ was eypecten 4o fssue s FiINDINGS BY FHE END OF NOVEMBER 1997.

IN JUNE, @ cOMPAIGN WE ORGANTZED INVOLVING PRESS, REGTONGL GOVERNMENSS, GNP HUMBN RiGHES 0RGANTZALTONS FROM
SEVERAL COUNFRTES SUCCEEDED N DEFEGFING @ canpivafe PrRomoteD BY (uatemald +o JoiN HHE INFER—AMERTCAN ComMMisSioN
oN Human RicHis. THE cONDDBIE’S CAREER OF PoLifical ALLIANCES witH MILTHARY Dictators MAE HiM UNSUHABLE FoR HHE
Post. WE dlso PRofestep vioLadioNS oF FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION OCRoSS HHE CONFINEN aND PRESSED HHE CLintoN
aoministRaLioN fo RaiSE HHE TSSVE DWRING HHE PRESiDENT's Octoger RiP fo Latin AMERCA.

FoR 8 LISHNG OF RELEVANF REFORES OND MISSIONS, SEE FAGE 459 8f HIE ENp oF HIiS REFURE, PORFIAL LISENGS dLso
FolLow EBCH CoUNFRY CHAPFER.
BRAZIL

Human Rights Developments
SEVERGL wWELL—PUBLTCIZED NCTDENIS OF PoLice BRUFOLHY GNP CORRVPHON ConsHitutep e PRINCTPAL HUMAN RiGHES
DEVELOPMENES iN 1997 iN BRaziL. DESPiHE ENCOWRAGING Goob FaitH EFFORFS BY MANY AVFHORHHES, INCLWING 8t HiE
FEDERAL EYECVHVE LEVEL, HWMAN RIGHES vioLaHoNS CoNFINVED +o BE SEVERE OND VARITED.

ON MareH 31, BRAZIL'S WiDELY VIEWED JELEVISTON NEWS PROGRAM RNAL ABC/oNGL BRoGpCASE AN MBIEWR ViDED

SHowiNG MILTHARY PoLice eYForREING, BEAEING, FoRFVRING, AND HUMILTAFING PERSONS RANDOMLY SEoPPED 8t @ RodpBLock, N

iAvEMA, @ WORKING CLasS SUBWRE oF SAo PauLo. IN ONE SCENE, HHE PoLice witHout PRovocation sHot anp kiLLED aN
UNGRMED PASSENGER N @ €OR OFFER @ RaNDoM SHoP. THE EXYPLICH TMAGES, wHiCH WERE FILMED oN 8t LEast +wo SEPARAIE
0ccdsions, SENt sHock, waves FHROVGHoUH BRAZIL aNb HHE WORLD. THE VIPEOS CONFIRMED wHAt HUMBN RIGHES GROUPS Hap
BEEN REPORFING 8BoVE HHE FREQUENFLY ViOLENF GNP UNPROFESSTONGL NBHURE oF MILTHARY PoLice IN Sao Paulo. SUBSEQUEN
JovrNaListic INvestigations REVEQLED HHat DozENS oF comPLAINES aBovt HHESE kiNDS OF VIOLENCE aND CORRUPHION Hav
BEEN LOPGED witH Police avtiorities iN Didvema N FHE MoNtHS PRECEDING HHE MarRcH JeLEvisED iNCiDENT, witHout
RESULYS,

A week Lader, oN APRIL 7, 1HE same NaHTONGL NEwS PROGRAM EYHIBTHED ONOHHER aMBIEWR vibEo, fHis +iME DEPICEING
evtorFioN, SEVERE BEAFINGS, OND HUMILTAtioNs SNFLictED BY HHE Rio pE JaNETRD MiLIHARY Police iN (ivabe bE DEVS, 8@ PooR
CoMMUNTHY ON HHE €iHY's outskiris. THe Civave bE DeEvS vivEo SHIFFED HHE Focus oF pEME Fo HHE NaFioNaL NAFURE oF HiE
PRoBLEM, 8S wWELL 85 fo PRoGRAMs ofF e Rio State Secrefariat of Puglic Security #1at PRoMoIED NP PAT> BONVSES
fo Police oFFicERS SNVOLVED iN Acks oF BRAVERY. IN HHE DAYS FoLLowiNg +HE ViDEO's @TRING, REPORFS SURFACED
PEMONSTRAFING #Hat HHREE OF HHE STY POLICEMEN TNVOLVED WERE RECETVING MONFHLY PAY BONUSES FOR BRAVERY. IN HHE
Mivst of Hiis vesate, Huvan Ricuts Wated Notev, N @ pEfdiLed RePor} ReLEdsed ot Hiis +ime Hat, iN Practice,
“BRAVERY” BONVSES WERE OWORDED o PoLice oFFicers fat Hab KiLLED CRMINAL SUsPects, REGARDPLESS oF HiE
cirewmstanees. Human Ricits wWatel's Researel SHowed HHat N @ ONE—YEAR PERioD, FRoM May 1995 +o APRIL 1996, ot
Ledst 179 PoLice oFFicERS WERE PRoMOTED SN Rio DE JANEiRO iN coNNECHON with iNCivENtS fiat cLaimed HHE Lives of
SEVENFY =0 CIVILIANS aND ST PoLiCE oFFicErs. THE vickims' autoPsy REPORES SHowed HHat SN SOME oF HHESE C@ses,
ey werRe HE victiMS oF SUMMORY EYECUHONS, RAHHER FHON SHootouts, 8s HHE REPORIS AUHHORIZING BRAVERY REWARDS
CcoNtENDED,



THRoVGHOVE 1997, Rio bE JaNETR0 autHoRiHES CONFINVED fo PROMOTE GND PAY BONVSES 0 POLICE TNVOLVED §N dcts oF
BRAVERY. IN APRIL, HHE Bar Association of Rio vE JaneiRo, citing e Human Riqits Watel RePorY, FiLep an
UNSUCCESSFUL CHALLENGE f0 HHE CoNSHHVFTONGLTHY oF HHE BRAVERY MEASVRES iN SHafe cowrt. FolLowing REPORES N
Septemeer N Rio vdilies +o e eFFect fat FourIZEN RONKING MILTHARY Police oFFicERS iNpicieEd For HHETR
INVOLVEMENT §N @ GAMBLING RACke! Hap RECEVED PAY RATSES aND PRoMOFIONS FoR BRAVERY, State Representative (arLos
Mine inFropuceD LEQisLatioN info HHE Rio State LegisLative AssemsLy Seeking o LiMit HHE BoNVSES AN PRoMotions o
POLiCE Not FACING TNDictMENE For SERToUS criMES. IN QcloBer, fHE SUPERTOR INsEHUEE oF ReLigious Stwies (INstifulo
SVPERjOR DE Estuwos ReLgiosos, ISER) @ LEGDING NONGOVERNMENHAL ORGANTZAFION (NGO), RELEGSED @ REPOR}
PEMONSERAFING HHat HHE Rio PoLice Hav kiLLep 8t Ledst 942 civiLians IN HHE PERioD FRom JaNVARY 1, 1993 HHRovGH JuLy
31, 1996, THE ISER sHupy iNCLWED aNaLYSTS oF HHE autoPsy REPORFS DEMONSIRAFING HHat 8f Least Forty of Hese 942
CIVILTANS HABv BEEN SHot 8+ Point— BLANK RANGE. FiGURES REGARDING HHE HIGH INCTDENCE OF BULLEFS +o viekims HEdDs
OND clests anv HE PERCENFACE oF SHots FRoM BEHIND SVQGESTED +1af fHE NUMBER OF SUMMARY EYECUEiONS ™MOY wELL
HAvE BEEN SUBSTANFTALLY HiGHER. THE SHUDY ALSo PEMONSTRAMED FHat HHE NUMBER oF PERSONS KiLLED BY HHE Police iN g
iy oF Rio ROSE FRoM STHEEN PER MONFH PRIOR +o M@Y 1995, wHEN $HE CURRENT PuBLic SECURiHY SECREFARY, GEN. NiLFoN
(erQUETRD, AssuMED contRoL oF Rio Police Forees, +o HHiRFY—Fwo PER MontH aFFERWERDS. IN HHis same PeERTob, HHE Rio
PoLice KiLLED 3.4 HIMES 8S MANY CIVILTANS 8S HHEY wWOUNDED.

DesPife aHention Focusep oN HE Sao Paulo MiLTHARY Police pue +o HHE Diavemd INCTDENE, oFFiCial FIGURES SHOWED
ot iN 1997 MiLifaRY PoLice KILLINGS oF civilians iN HHE state conFiNeD o DECLINE, IN HIE First EIGHE MoNtHS oF
1997, MiLHHARY PoLice iN HHE S8o Pavlo MEFROPOLHAN 8REA KiLLED EIGHEY—STY CiVILIANS WHLE ON DUEY anp FiFfY—oNE
MORE WHILE OFF DUty IN fHose same EiGHt MoNtHs, HHE MILTEARY PoLlice SUFFERED ETQHE FataLities oN puty an hwenty—
FOUR OFF—DUEY DEAHHS. IN 1996, HHE NUMBER oF civiLians KiLLED BY MiLi#aRY PoLice iN Sdo Pauo, BotH oN aND oFF pudy
Hab FALLEN 40 183, HHE Lowest PULL—YEAR $otaL iN @ DECADE. TWENRY—SEVEN PoLice (FWENIY—ONE WHILE OFF pUY) WERE
kiLLep DURING HHis saME PERTOD. BY coNFRAST, FOLR YEARS EBRLTER, N 1992, +HE MILHARY PoLice KiLLED 1,190 civiLians N
S8o PauLo WHILE SVFFERING FiFHY—FivE FataLiHES., THESE REDUCHONS WERE WiDELY BELiEVED {0 BE RELaep fo e
credtion ane contiNveD oPERatiON ofF HHE OFFice ofF HE OmBwsMaN For HHE Policg, 8s wELL as @ stafe PrRoGRaM
(ProqramMa ve AcomPanHameENto bE Policiats EnvoLvipos em QOcorrEnCSas v Alto R?SCO—PROAR) Hat ReqUiReD Police
OFFiCERS $0 BE REMOVED FRoM SREE! puly, 8t Ledst EMPORARILY, wHEN TNVOLVED IN FataL SHootiNgs. IN DecemBeR 1995,
He State Secretariad of Puelic Secwrity Hav extenved e PROAR PRoGRAM fo INCLWE PoLiCE OFFICERS TNVOLVED iN
KILLINGS WHILE OFF pudy.

NoNEFHELESS, fHROVGHOVE 1997, S8o Pawlo Police violatep Basic Human RigHts. ON May 20, MiLifary PoLice stormED
e Fazenva vd Jutd HoVSING COMPLEY, wHiCH Hab BEEN 0CCUPED BY SQUAHERS FOR SEVERAL MONHHS. WHEN HHE SQuatters
ResisteD eviction BY HHRowiNG Rocks anp sticks, HHe PoLice, Not sPeciaLLy #RAINED FoR SucH oPERBEIONS aND witHout
MWEQUAIE EQUIPMENT Sucl as SHIELDS aNb HELMETS, Fired at e squatters, KiLLing FHRee. ONe of Hie vietims was

JLLED BY @ STNGLE BULLE+ +0 e BACK OF HIE HEAD, SUGGESHNG 8 SUMMARY EYECUHON, ANOHHER SQUAHER was kiLLED BY
BuLLets fo M cHest, wHicH @ PoLice OFFICER CONFENDED HE FIRED TN SELF—DEFENSE OFFER BEING kNockep +o HHe
GROWD. THE CORONER’S REPORY, HOWEVER, INDICAHED HHE victM Hav BEEN SHot fwice fHRovaH HE cHest N @ straiaut
LiNE, casting povet oN fHE PoLice OFFICER’S VERSTON OF EVENSS.

IN SePfemBER, HE INVOLVEMENE oF +wo Sdo Paulo MiLTHERY PoLice oFFicERS N HHE KIDNGPPING GNP MURDER OF ON
ETGHI—YEOR—OLD BoY PRoMPIED e State SECREFARY oF PusLic SECWRHY 4o FiRE HHE CoMMANDER oF e State MiLHary
PoLice. DWwRING HHE saME weEk, N BRrasiLia, MiLifarY Police oFFicErRs orcHesIRAED HHE KIDNOPPING oF HHE YouNg
DAVGHFER OF @ FEDERAL CONGRESSMAN, WHO waS RELEGSED OFFER @ RESCUE OPERAHION. THESE o INCTDENES ONCE AGEIN
PROMPEED INFENSE DEBBIE ON HHE TSSVE OF POLICE VIOLENCE 8NP CORRUPEION.

IN APRIL ano May, sHoriLY dF4ER HHE MOGES iN Diavema anv Civabe be Devs aTReD oN FELEViSiON, @ SPECiaL state
PARLIAMENIARY INQUIRY TN MiNGS (ERATS stAte GAHHERED EVIDENCE oF HHE WiDESPREAD PRAcHicE oF +oRIRE SN Police
PRECINCES IN BELo HoRizontE. MeMBERS oF HHE State PARLIAMENIARY TNQUIRY COMMISSTON GPPEGRED IN ONE SNFAMOUS
PRECINCE witl @ ViDEo COMER OND FILMED @ Room Hat DEFAINEES Hap DESCRiBED 8 @ +oRFWRE cENtEr. THe vipeo



CORROBORBHED HIE StateMENES GIVEN fo fHE PARLIAMENIARY CoMMISSTON BotH TN FERMS oF HHE LocatioN ofF HHE ForRFWRE
ceEntER aND TiS cHarActERTsHES: HHE RooM SNCLUWDED RiVELS fo HANG @ “ParRRot’s PERCH,” @ BAR ON wHICH PRISONERS ORE
EYFENDED DURING $ORFURE SESSTONS, OND 8 waHER FOUCEF OND f1v0 EYPOSED WIRES, PRESUMABLY VSED FoR ELECIRiC SHock,
forwRe, DesPHE fifis N oHHER EVIDENCE, MiNGS (ERATS Gov. Ebvarbo A7EREDO DENTED HHat fHE Police IN MiNas (Erajs
PrAcHicED FORFURE AND REFUSED 0 ORDER @ FULL iNVESHGAHION.

Two MontHs Later, He MiNas (ERAiS MILHARY Police ORGANIZED @ MasSiVE SHRKE. DEMANDING  HiGHER
WAGES—MILHARY PoLice N MiNas (ERATS RECEIVED 8 SHARIING wWAGE oF ROVGHLY (.S.3400 Per Mont—HE PoLice
ORGANTZED 8 sIRIKE HHat PaRALYZED HE SHAHE FoR fwo wEEKS IN JUNE. BY HHE END OF HHE MONFH, HHE GOVERNOR CEDED
fo He sIRIKING PoLice oFFicers’ pEMaNDS, aUVFHORIZING @ 50 PERCENt BasE saLary Hike. THe MiNds (ERais visPuie
Fouclep oFF SIMILAR PRofESES 0R WAGE DEMANDS §N MORE fHAN 8 DozEN oHHER BRaziLiaN stafes N Juy ano August.

PROMPEED BY fHis PoLice UNREST 8S wELL 8S TNCREBSING PoPULAR N MEDiA GHENTION {0 HHE SEVERE PROBLEM OF
PoLice CoRRVPHION OND VIOLENCE, @ NBHONGL wORKING GROVP LED BY NEWLY QPPOINIED NatoNGL SECREFARY For Human
Ricuts JosE GREGORT SHUDTED NEEDED CHANGES +0 TMPROVE PUBLiC SECURiY $HRoUGHOVE BRAZIL. IN SEPIEMBER, 8S @ RESULE
oF HE work oF HiESE GRoVPS, Presient Fernanvo HENRIQUE Carposo PROPOSED @ SERIES OF LEGISLAHVE aNp
CONSHHUTONAL MOPTFICaHONS TN POLICE SIRUCIURE, INCLWDING ON OMENDMENT +o ELIMINGFE MILHORY CowRts ENFIRELY, +o
avilorize e states +o UNIFY HHE civil ane MILTHARY PoLicE SHould +HEY So cHoose, BN o PRotect witNesses fo
INCTDENES OF PoLicE GBUSE. |F TMPLEMENIED, HHESE MEASURES COULD STGNTFICONILY REDUCE HHE INCTDENCE OF GROSS HUMAN
RIGHES ViOLAHONS commitHeD BY SHHE AGENES. HoWEVER, T WaS UNCLEBR WHEHIER HHIESE REFORMS WOULD BE GIVEN PRIORTHY
8Y BRaziL’s CONGRESS, WHOSE RECORD FOR ENGCHING HWMAN RiGHES MEASURES CoNEiNVED {0 BE Poor iN 1997 At His
WRiIFING, HHE LEQisLative Packace is sHLL PENDING iN CoNGRESS. So, f00, GRE DUZENS OF OHHER iMPORIAN PRoPosALS
INCLWDED TN FHE NatoNaL Human RigHts PLAN, RELEASED oN MaY 13, 1996. STNCE HEN, HHE BRaTILIAN CONGRESS MANAGED
fo GPPROVE ONLY @ HONDFUL OF MEBSURES. APAR} FRoM @ Law CRIMINGLIZING FORFVRE PASSED N HHE wake of +He Diavema
iNCTDENT, $HE ONLY OFHER PUBLTC SECWRiHY REFORM PASSED BY CONGRESS SINCE fHE PLAN'S RELEASE wils Law 9.437, wHicH
CRIMINOLTZED TLLEGAL WEAPONS POSSESSTONS, STONED into Law oN FEBRUARY 20.

PRiSON €onbHioNs $HROVGHOVE BRAZIL CoNINUED fo vioLate SNIERNGFTONGL SHanparps N 1997,  THE PRiMARY
ViOLAFIONS INVOLVED OFFiCial vioLENCE DIRECIED AGAINS DEFOINEES OR CoMPLICHY IN PRISONER—BGATNSE—PRISONER
VIOLENCE; OVERCROWDING:  UNSANTHARY COoNDTHIONS; OND Lack, oF Bccess o RECREHON, EPUCtioN aND oHHER BENEFTES.
SuBSTANDARD CONDTEIONS WERE EYACERBAHED N PoLiCE PRECINCES’ DEFENKION CENFERS, WHERE PRISONERS WERE HELD FOR
MONFHS 8NP EVEN YEBRS. IN S8o PawLo, NEGRLY 30,000 PEFATNEES WERE HELD iN PRECINCES, wWHicH 8ccorpiNgG fo HHE most
GENEROVS OFFicial estimates, Hav caPacity For FEwER HHaN 16,000, Te S@o Pavlo vaiLy foLud be S, Pauo REPORIED
ETQHEY REBELLIONS TN PRECINCES OND ELEVEN MORE iN PENHENEIGRIES TN HHE state IN FHE FiRst STV MoNHHS oF 1997, WP
FROM SEVENIY—ONE REBELLTONS iN PRECINCES aND EiGHE TN PENTIENFIARTES SN ALL OF 1996, BY E8RLY OctoBER fHE NUMBER
oF Revolts IN PENHENEiBRTES RoSE fo FiFteeN., IN SEPfemBeR, Sdo Paulo auiHORTHES ONNOUNCED HHE STONING oF
contRacts {0 BUILD SEVEN PRiSONS witH @ fotal caracity For 5,544 DELAINEES. [F COMPLEIED ON SCHEDULE, ALONG with
HHe PLANNED CONSTRUCEION OF FOURIEEN MORE PRISONS, HHESE CENTERS OF DEFENFION woULD PROVIDE SPACE FOR 8N
aopitioNaL 17,520 PRISONERS BY HE END OF 1999,

To HiETR cREDTH, SBo PAULo AVHIORTHES RARELY USED DEADLY FORCE 40 CONFROL PRISON AND PRECINCE REBELLIONS. THis
wOS Not BLways HUE CBSE, However, N ALL of BRrAziL iN 1997 ON Juy 29, MiLi#aRY PoLice Entered g RocEr
PENHENFTARY N JoBo Pessod, Paraiga, fo End @ PRISON Riot N wHiCH @ GROVP oF PRISONERS HAD SEFZED fHE wWARDEN,
HHREE QUARDS, OND F1nvo FELLOW PRISONERS 8S HosHAGES. SUBSEQUENE MEDICAL EYAMINGHIONS PEMONSIRATED HHat SEVEN oF
He eigHt PRISONERS KILLED HAD BEEN SEVERELY BEEN aND LKELY FoRFURED aND FHEN SUMMARILY EYECVIED, @ CONCLUSION
frat +ie state GOVERNOR HIMSELF dcceP4en. Two MoNHHS LAHER, MILTHARY PoLicE RESPONDED f0 GNOHHER REBELLION iN HHE
SAME FACILTAY KILLING oNE DEFAINEE. INvESHGaHioNs BY HHE JoBo PESS0@ MUNICTPAL HUMAN RiGHES CoMMiSSiON SHoweD fiat
HEe PRISONERS WERE ORMED with sticks ano +Hat +He Police RESPONSE was, 8F @ MiNiMuM, DiSPRoPoRFiONGIE. IN
OcoBeR, fwo MORE PRISONERS WERE KiLLED DWRING ON ESCAPE aHemPd,

THE PROBLEM OF PRISON AND PRECINCH OVERCROWDING waS EYACERBAHED iN 1997 BY HHE EYISHENCE OF PRISONERS HELD



iN HHese pedention FaciLities BeYoND HHE FERMS oF HHETR SENJENCES. IN SEPIEMBER, ab Hoc iNVESHGAHORY commissions
COMPOSED OF MEMBERS oF fe SHate BaR Association, He State AHorNEY GENERAL's OFFicE anD REPRESENIAHVES OF
He State Legistative ASSEMBLY PoCUMENIED TRREGULARTHES 0BSERVED DURING SVRPRISE visits iN HIE state oF Sdo Pawo.
For eyamPLE, HiE 80 HoC COMMISSTONS FOUND SEVERAL DEFATNEES HELD BEYOND HHE ERMS OF HHETR SENFENCES, SCORES OF
oHIERS ELIGTBLE FOR POROLE OR EQRLY OR DAY RELEASE PROGRAMS, 8S WELL 8S ONE CASE oF @ PEFAINEE HELD FOR MORE HHAN
o YEBRS BASED ON 8 PROVISTON wHiCH 8Llows HHIRFY—DAY RENEWABLE DEFENFION PERTODS.
IN 1997, RURAL €oNFLicks coNEINVED 1o SETZE HEADLINES @S HHE Movement oF LanpLess RiraL wWorkers (Movimento bos
TRaBaLHAPORES RURATs Sem TERRE, MST) iNHENSIFiED Hs EFFoRIS Fo FORCE HHE GOVERNMENE 40 +3KE LAND REFORM MEASURES.
IN NUMEROUS SNCTDENFS FHROVGHOUE 1997, LAND 0CccUPaHions BY HHE MST anb 0HIER GROUPS OF LANDLESS RESULIED N BRMED
conpLicks, Accorving fo HE Pastoral Lane Commission (Comissdo PastoraL va TERR, CPﬁ, HirovgH Miv—QctoBer 1997
FENFY—FIVE CVILTaNS HAD BEEN KILLED TN HHESE LanD CoNFLicES. WHILE §N 1996, HHE MILiHARY POLICE WERE RESPONSTBLE
For Most oF HHose KiLLED N Lanp conpLicts (INCLwing NINEtEEN SQUAHERS IN @ SINGLE INCTDENE IN EL DoRBbO Do
(arasds oN APRIL 17, 1996), iN 1997, dccorping fo HHE CPT, HiRED GUNMEN KILLED @ MucH GREGFER PROPOREION ofF HE
victMs N LAND DiSPUIES.
Fiqures For 1996 anp PARFTAL FIGURES FOR 1997 DEMONSHRATED AN INCREGSE TN BotH FHE NUMBER OF LAND DISPUES aND
He violence Practicep N FHETR RESOLUEION. IN 1996, FORIY—STY INDIVIDVALS WERE KILLED N LAND CONFLicES, BN INCREASE
FRoM HIE HHIRIY—NINE DEAHS IN CONFLicts REGTSHERED IN 1995. THE (PT dlso REGTSHERED @ SIGNIFicant RisE i HE
NUMBER OF ConFLicts iN 1996 (653) comParep +o 1995 (440), B WELL BS HHE NUMBER OF PERSONS INVOLVED, wHiCH RoSE
FRom 313,458 SN 1995 +o 491,490 iN 1997. ALHOVGH FIGWRES FoR 1997 wERE Not avaiLaeLe, Hie CPT rePorien ot
FHRoVGHoVE HHE YEBR, fHis FREND OF ESCOLAFING LOND CONFLiCt OND TNCREBSINGLY VIOLENE RESOLUETION CONFINUED N 1997,

A PosTHVE DEVELOPMENE iN HHE cOMPAIGN GAINST RURAL VIOLENCE ND IMPUNTHY was HHE JUNE 27—29 JURY 4RiaL anp
conviction iN IMPERGIRTZ, MaRANHA0 state, oF HHREE LANPOWNERS FOR ORDERING HHE 1996 +aRGEVED AssassiNgtioN of
Father Josimo Moraes Tavares, REGTONAL DIRECHOR oF HE PastoraL Lanp Commission. LANPOWNERS (UiomaR TEoboRo @

fLva, APBILSON GOMES VIETR@ GNP (GERALDO PauLo VIETRA, ARRESIED N 1994 AND HELD SN PRE—IRTAL DEFENITON SINCE HIEN,
WERE SENFENCED 40 FOURIEEN, ETGHIEEN OND NINEFEEN YEORS' TMPRISONMENT, RESPECHVELY. THE conviction oF HHE CRIME'S
INFELLECHUAL AUFHORS TN HHiS €SE was EYCEPHioNGL: 8CcorDING fo HHE CPT, oF 976 LAND—RELAFED KILLINGS anp 997 cases
oF aHemMPIED HoMiciDE REGTSTERED FRoM 1985 HHROVUGH HHE BEGQTINNING OF 1997, ONLY FiFHY—siy cases Hap Gone fo friaL. N
ONLY FouRiEEN oF HHe IRiaLs, HHosE wHo ORDERED HHE KILLINGS WERE PROSECWED, Wit SEVEN cases ReSULEING N
CONVICHIONS.

IN N UWForRFUINBIE USE oF HHE CRIMINAL Justice system acainst Lane ReForm activists, @ IRial cowrt iN PEDRO
Candrio, N Hie edsterN state oF EsPiRHo Santo, convictep LanbLess LEDER JosE RainHa oN JUNE 10 For HE 1999
MURDERS OF LANPOWNER JoSE MacHavo NEto N MILHARY PoLicE oFFICER SERGT0 NARCiSO. DESPHE OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE
ot JosE RAiNHA was HUNDREDS OF MILES wdy WHEN HIE KILLINGS 0CCURRED, HHE JURY CoNViCtED, aND HHE PRESTDING
IJWGE SENTENCED HiM +0 FWENFY—SIY—OND—8—HALF YEBRS iN PRISON, ON HHE GROUNDS fHA+ HE ORGONTZED HHE LaN®
0ccVPatoN ONb HELPED HHE PEASANES LEGVE GFFER HHE MURDER. WiENESSES ON RAINHA'S BEHALF TNCLUDED @ MiLTHaRY
POLICE COLONEL FRom (E0RA, HHE FORMER GGRICULIRE SECREFORY FoR (E0RA (Now @ FEDERAL CONGRESSMON), anD OHHER
ELeciep OFFicials FrRom CEARE, ALL oF wHom testiFien +1a+ RaiNHA was iN (EaRE ano Not ESPRRito Santo PWRING HiE

iME OF HHE LN conFLict, THE Rial was HAINFED BY OHIER TRREGULARIHTES, TNCLUDING HHE PRESENCE OF SEVERAL
PERSONS ON HHE JURY witH fies fo one oF fiE victims., At Hiis wriHiNG, No DAE Has Been set For Rainua's seconp
fR7oL, Guaranteed fo HiM UNDER BRAzZILIAN Law.

Forcep LaBOR, HHE PRACHCE \WHEREBY LABORERS ORE RECRVHED witl FALSE PROMISES OF HiGH waGES ano HHEN
MOTINFATNED GGATNST HHETR wiLL N woRk €aMPS, CONFINVED f0 occuR N 1997, aLtHougH a8t RatES BELTEVED LoweR HHaN
PRiOR YEBRS. THE CPT'S FIGURES FOR 1996 SHOWED @ SIGNFICANY DECLINE N HHE NUMBER OF VicdiMs INVOLVED N FORCED



LABOR COMPARED with 1995, WHILE HHE NUMBER OF CASES OF FORCED L@BOR FELL ONLY SLIGHILY FRom HwEnty—onE fo
NINEFEEN, HHE NUMBER OF victims PLUMMEIED FRoM 26,047 40 2,497, Tiis pRAMAYTC DECREASE waS wibELY BELTEVED fo BE
He ResWt OF JoiNF PROGRAMS oF Civil Sociedy, PRINCIPALLY e CPT anp RURAL L@BOR UNTONS, OND $HE FEDERAL
GoverNvENE's MiNTSERY oF LaBoR, PARHCWARLY IN fHE state oF Mato GRosso bo Sul. IN 1ot state, SN wHicH fHovsanps
Hav BEEN HELD c@PHive IN cobl Pifs iN PRIOR YEORS, EFFoRES o ELIMINGIE FORCED LOBOR PROVED SUCCESSFUL, N MiNas
GERDTS, HHE wWoRk OF @ PARLIAMENIARY CoMMiSSTON OF SNVESHGAHON HELPED REDUCE HIE NWMBER oF vickiMs oF FORCED
LABOR FRom 10,040 N 1995 4o 790 N 1996.

IN SEP4EMBER, FEDERAL AUFHORTHTES ANNOUNCED PLANS f0 EYPROPRIGIE LANDS USED FOR FORCED LABOR. THE MINISTER OF
LAND BFFATRS GNNOUNCED FHat HHoSE WORKERS wHo Hab BEEN FORCED iNto pEgt Bonpace & e FLor va Mata estate iN
Sdo FELY vo YiNGY, SoVHHERN PaRA state N HIE AMBION REQTON, would BE SEHLED oN HE Estate anv Hiat Hie
GOVERNMENE wWoULD Follow His NEw Policy with ofHER @REGS N wHiCH FORCED LABOR s PRAcHicep., [EGQAL EYPER{S,
HoweVvER, BRGUED HHat such EYPROPRIGHON was BEYOND HHE AUHHORTY oF HHE FEDERAL GOVERNMENF GND REQUIRED HHE
ENOCIMENE OF LEGTSLAtON SPECIFiCALLY AutHORIZING sucl EYPRoPRiGHONS. A His wRIHING, LEGisLatioN +Hat woulp
EMPOWER HHE FEDEROL GOVERNMENE +0 EYPROPRIGFE LAND USED FOR FORCED LOBOR OPERBHONS 7S PENDING N CONGRESS.

AF1ER convictions TN APRIL N NOVEMBER 1996 SN HHE First fwo #RiALS oF MILTHARY POLICE OFFICERS TNVOLVED SN
He JUy 1995 MURDER OF EiGHF SLEEPING CHILDREN aNp apolescents iN e CanveLdRia PLA7A TN vowNtowN Rio,
PROSECUHION EFFORIS SUFFERED SERiOUS SEFBACKS IN LAtE 1996 anb 1997. First, iN DECEMBER 1996, hwo POLICE OFFicERS
OND ONE CIVILTAN WERE BCQUiHED 8FFER HIE PROSECUHON FAiLED o PRESS HE CAsE aGdiNst HiE DEFENDANTS DESPiE
SIRONG EVIDENCE, INCLWING witNEss statements, aHeSHNG fo HHE INVOLVEMENE oF $1v0 OF HHE MEN. THEN, TN APRIL
1997, FORMER POLiCE OFFiCER NELSON CUNHB, wHo HAP BEEN CONVICHED SN NOVEMBER 1996 aND SENTENCED +0 261 YEARS iN
PRISON, waS 8CQUIHED oF ALL HOMICTDE CHARGES BY @ SECOND JWRY. THis, PESPHE CUNHA'S CoNFESSTON HHat HE was IN HHE
R witH HE KILLERS AND FHA HE PERSONOLLY SHot OND TNIURED SWRVIVOR OND KEY witNESS WAGNER bos Santos iN HHE
Hedp, CUNHA, wHo apmiHED POiNFING FHE QUN 84 HHE Yould's HE@D, cLaiMED HHE GUN WENT oFF dccibentally as HHE cdr
waS MoVING. CUNHB CONFINVED 0 SERVE @ SEPORMIE SENFENCE OF ETGHIEEN YEORS FoR HEMPIED MURDER BASED ON His
iNHAL Cconviction.

For ohiER HIGH—PROFILE MASSACRES, TMPUNIHY CONFINVED f0 BE HiE RUE. MoRe AN FIvE YEGRS aFFEr HE 1992
MAssAcRE af CARANDIRY PRISON, WHERE 111 PRISONERS WERE KILLED, No ONE was BROVGHE fo #RiaL, aLtHovaH HHE casE Hap
BEEN FRANSFERRED FRoM HE MILHARY fo FHE ORDINGRY CoWRYs. THE PROSECUHON oF PoLiCE RESPONSTBLE For fiie August
1993 MBSSACRE OF FWENFY—ONE RESTDENES oF HIE ViGhRio (ERAL FAVELA iN Rio PE JANETRO INCHED FORWARD IN 1997. IN
APRIL, @ JWRY iN Rio convictep FoRMER MILTARY PoLice oFFicerR Pawo ALVARENGD, FHE FiRst oF MoRE HHAN FiFdy
PEFENDONTS fo BE fRTED, f0 MORE AN 400 YEARS TN PRISON, OF wWHICH HE will HAve fo SERVE HiRHY.

IN HE EBRLY MORNING HOWRS OF APRIL 20, 1997, FOUR YOUNG MEN GNP ONE FEENGGER DOVSED Pa4aYs INviaN (ALDiNo
Jesus pos Santos, ASLEEP oN 8 BENCH N BRASILIA, witH GASOLINE aNp HHEN SEF HiM BFTRE, PROPUCING SEVERE BURNS
wHicl causep Wis pedty @+ @ Locdl HosPiHaL @ Few HoWRs LatER. Dos Santos was GHENDING @ CONFERENCE ON
INDIGENOUS RiGHES N CELEBRATON oF HHE NationaL INviaN Day. He RetwRned fo e HoSHEL WHERE HE waS SHAYING
SHORILY OFFER CLOSING 8NP waS FORCED o SLEEP ouisipE., SuBSEQUENT iNvEsHiGations estasLisHed +Hat e Boys Hov
SEEN bos SoNfos asLeeP, PrRoceeded fo 8 gas station, ano HHeN ReFVRNED o set Him aFiRe. DesPite flis anv ofHER
EVIDENCE, JWGE SanvRA DE Santis MeLLo REDUCED CHARGES AGAINSE fHE DEFENDANIS FRoM MURDER fo @ssault anp
BaHERY FoLLowed BY DEGH, dccePting HHETR Position HHat FHey Lackep any INFENt fo KiLL oR SERfoUSLY HARM bos
Santos. BotH e iNTHAL INCTDENE aND HHE SUBSEQUENT Jwicial pDECTSTON FoUCHED oFF PRoFESTS GNP CALLS FOR GREGIER
GovERNMENTAL EFFORES fo PRofect HE RIGHES OF INDTGENOVS PEOPLES. Ad HHis wRIHING, FHE DEFENDANES sHLL Face
PROSECVEiON.

ONE ENCOVRAGING FREND DURING 1997 wils HHE INCREBSED Co0PERAHON BEHVEEN GOVERNMENTAL QUFHORTHES aND Civil
sociedy N HE 8RED OF HUMAN RiGHES. IN HHE NoRFHEASERN state oF PernaMBuco, HHE sHate GOVERNMENE CONFINVED fo
FINONCE 8 witNESS PRoFECHON PROGRAM RUN BY AN NGO. IN 1997, HHE MiNistRY of Justice fook sEPS IN CoNSUNCHiON
witH Locdl GovernmENtAL aufHorifies +o fransPLONE FHis PrograM fo FIvE ofHer states. IN Jung, fHE Feveral



GOVERNMENT cREatED HiE NaHoNAL SECRetarTaH For Human RiqHts witHiN FHE MiNiSHRY oF JusHeg, wiich workeD CLoSELY
witt NGOs +o PEVELGP PROGRAMS JOINELY aND f0 PRESS For HIE TMPLEMENIALTON OF MEABSURES TNCLWDED N HHE NationaL
Huvan Ricits PLan. IN Sdo Pavto, fe Omewsman's OFFice For Police ConFINVED TS ENERGEFTC OvERSIGHE OF Police
aBuse HHat contrRBUED f0 STONTFICANt REPUCHONS SN POLiCE VioLENCE Bqainst civiLians. THE Human RigHts Commission
of Hie Feveral Clameer of DEPUHES CONFINVED $0 DENOUNCE HUMAN RIGHES vioLations +HRoVGHOUF BRATIL, HOLDING
NUMEROUS HEBRINGS N SEVERAL Locdtions +o EYPOSE Locdl GBUSES OND PROVIDE FoRA FoR Locdl dctivists anv dlso
PrESSED HHE (HAMBER aNb HHE SENGHE +o PASS SORELY NEEDED HUMAN RiGHFS LEGTSLAHoN. IN Rio GRANDE bo SuL, HiE
State Legistative Assemely’s Human Rigrts Commission PugLisHED s iR annvaL “BLug RePort,” Hig most HrorouaH
cataLoGUE oF HWMON RiGHES vioLations IN HHe state. Across e couNtRY, state LEQiSLative BssemBLIES ETHIER FORMED
HUWMAN RIGHES comMMisSioNS oR STRENGHHENED fHose HHat aLReddy eYistep: fHiS SOME PHENOMENON occVRRep af fie
MUNTCTPAL LEVEL @S wELL. THROVGH HHESE MEASURES, GOVERNMENT GGENES SIRENGHHENED HHEIR RELAFTONSHIPS with HHEIR
NONGOVERNMENFAL COUNJERPARES WHILE BSSUMING RESPONSTBILIHY FoR vital oversiaHt of citizens’ riguts.

THe BRa7ILIAN CovERNMENE ParFiciPaten SN HiE OsLo NEGotatons +o pRAFE HE LANDMINES FREAY. THE MiNTSHRY oF
Foreian AFFairs eYPRESSED THs INFENE to GHEND HHE DEcEMBER CONFERENCE N OHawd anp +o STON HHE LANDMINES
freaty at ot fime. IN Maray, BraziL fook an iNiHiaL sTEP +owdRp RECOGNTZING HHE LLEQTHiMACY oF HHE occuPatioN ofF
East Tivor BY SENDING THs First oFFicial pELEGATON fo HHE FORMER PORFUGUESE COLONY SINCE HHE 1975 INDONESTAN
iNVASTON.  BRA7ZIL ALso RECEVED @ SEPIEMBER visHt BY NogeL Lawreate José Ramos Horfd. DURING His Previous visit fo
BraziL N Novemeer 1996, Ramos Horta was Recgivep BY Presivent (arposo.

The Right to Monitor

THe BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT TMPOSED No FORMAL 0BSHACLES 40 HUMAN RIGHES MONTFORING, AND BRAZIL CONFINVED +o MATNFAIN
aN active civiL socedy INCLWING HUMAN RiGHES 0RGANTZAHIONS, RELIGTOVS GROVPS, civic associadioNs, GNP UNfONS. IN
DHION, IN 1997 @ NUMBER oF State LEGTSLAFURES NP CHY COUNCILS FORMED HUMAN RIGHES COMMISSTONS wWHTCH PLAYED AN
TNCREASINGLY TMPORFONF ROLE, BLONGSIDE +HOSE GOVERNMENFAL commissions fHat aLredvy evistep, iN HHis watcHbog
caPacity. IN May, e Sdo Pavlo stafe LegisLature estaBLister aN OmBubsman For HHE Police, @ Posifion PREviousLy
crRedED BY GUBERNGHORTAL DECREE. IN SePfemBer, HE stdde LeQisLatWRE SN MiNds (ERATs CREATED AN OMBUDSMAN'S
OFFice BOsED oN e Sdo Pauo mobeL.

UNFoRFUNBHELY, HHis $REND waS Not UNTVERSAL. IN MAONY PaREs oF BraziL, aviHoriHES coNFINED fo BE aNFaGoNTstc
FowdRPS HUMAN RiGHES MoNiHoRs. Human RicHEs activists iN HHE NoRHIEGSIERN sHafe oF Rio (RANDE Do NoRIE Facep goti
DEAHH fHREAES GND Law SUFS FoR HHETR COVRAGEOUS EFFORFS +o Rib HHE POLiCE oF vioLEnt oFFicers. THE peatd HHRedts
RORELY RIGGERED SERToUS INVESHGAHONS oN HHE PAR} oF HHE GPPROPRidIE autoritiEs. A List of +EN activists wHo
PrRoMOtE INVESEIGAHIONS OF COoRRVPH aND vioLENT PoLice SN Rio GRANDE Do NorIE BEGAN fo cirReuLate at HE END OF 1996.

THe First PERSON oN Hat List, aHORNEY GiLSON NoGUETRA, was MURDERED oN QctoBer 20, 1996, anp N MaY 1997, pESPiHE
STIGNIFICONt EVIDENCE OF POLICE TNVOLVEMENT iN His KILLING, FEDEROL PRoSECUEORS ENDED HHETR INVESHGAHON INto HHE
MOHER witH No INpTCiMENTS,

THRoVGHOVE 1997, Rio bE JaNETR0 aUfHoRTHES RESPONDED 4o LEQTIMAIE CRiHicisMm oF PoLicE violence BY aHacking
Hie sovrees. Tiis AGGRESSIVENESS APPLIED o Human RicHts watel, aFER oUR REPOR} ON Policg BRUFALHY, 8S wELL dS
fo LocaL anv NationaL critics.

The Role of the
International Community

European Union

THe EuroPEAN UNjON (E.U.) FINONCED NWMEROUS NGOs pepicatep fo HIE DEFENSE oF HUMAN RiGHES IN BraziL SN 1997
MemBer states ofF e EVROPEAN UNTON ENCOVRAGED BRAziL +o coMPLY Wit INFERNGEIONGL HUMAN RiGHES NoRmS HHROVGH
REGULAR MEEFINGS witH FEDERAL oFFicials BotH SN BRAZIL aND ON OFFicial GoverRNMENT #RiPs +o EWRGPE, Af YEBR'S END,



SEVERAL GOVERNMENES EYPRESSED iNFERESH N PROVIDING INSFRUCFORS OND FINANCING @ PROGRAM DiRECHED 8Y fHE
INtERNAFONAL Committee ofF +HE Rep Cross (ICRC), {0 $RAIN BrAziLiaN PoLice SN metops +iat ResPect FunpaMeNtaL
HUWMAN RiGHES.  THis ICRC 4RAINING PROGRAM wWOULD BUILD ON w0 COWRSES wHiCH i+ LED iN 1997 FOR REPRESENIAFVES oF
He MILTHARY PoLice FORCES OF EdCH oF BRATIL'S weEnty—siy states anp FEbErAL pistrict. National Huvan Ricrts
SECReARY JosE (GREGURT SOVGHE FINANCTAL SUPPORY FRom El. GOVERNMENES FoR PoLTCE $RATNING TN HUMAN RIGHFS DURING
SEVERAL visits fo EVRoPE IN 1997, At His wRHING, HOWEVER, PLANS FOR SUCH FINANCING HAVE Not BEEN COMPLEYED,

United States

IN 1997, #E U.S. cave ReLaHveELY LitiLe pirect assistance fo BraziL. For Fiscal Year 1998 e U.S. avministration
rRequesten .S, $225,000 For #RAINING FHROUGH HHE INFERNGHONGL MiLT+aRY Epucation anb TRAINING PROGRAM (IMET) ano
0.S. 31 MiLLioN TN aNF—NARCoFiCS assistancE, 8s weLL 8s U.S.$600,000 +argetep 4o PoLice Forees N BraziL. TiE U.S.
GOVERNMENT FiNLTZED PLANS 40 oPeEN an Feperal Bwreav of INvesHgqation oFFice iN Brasilia +o comgat bRuG
FRAFFICKING PURING Fiscal YEGR 1999, aLtovGH AccorpinG +o HHE U.S. EMBASSY, No cLEGR +IMEFABLE FoR Tfs 0PERBHON
Has BeeN estaBLisHed at fHis wWRIFING.

DuwRiING fHe ¥E@R, HHE U.S. GOVERNMENT SPONSORED NUMEROUS Vvistts FoR HUMAN RiGHIs activists, Jwges, anp
ProsecViors fo HE Unifep States fHRougH HHe apmiNisiRatioN ofF sustice ane UNifep SHates INForMation SERvices
PROGRAMS, 8S wELL 8s vistts fo BraziL 8Y EYPERES N ALIERNGHIVE SENTENCING OND fHE FEDERALIZAFION OF HUMBN RiGHES
CRIMES, BotH TSSUES conteMPLAtED BY e BraziLian NationaL Human Ricuts Program. THe State DeParimeNt’s claPter
ON BRATIL IN s (OUNFRY REFuRES ON Humdn FicHts PRACHCES For 1996 BCCVRAIELY PORIRAYED HHE VARTED HUMAN RiGHES
PrRoBLEMS fHat BRAZiL Faces, 8s weLL s HHe apvaNces anp sefBacks PRoVOKED BY GoVERNMENIAL Policies,

IN Octoger, Presivent BiLL (LintoN visHED BrasiLia, Sdo Pavlo ane Rio ve Janeiro. IN BrasiLia, CLintoN Med with
His counterParRt Fernanpo HENRIQUE CaRPOSO, 8S WELL @S e PRESTDENES oF HHE CHAMBER oF DEPUHES anp e SENGHE.
UNForFUNBIELY, PrResiDENE (LiNFON FATLED 4o BPDRESS HHE TSSVE OF HUMAN RiGHFS PuBLicLY DURING HHE FRiP.

Relevant Human Rights Watch report:
PoLice BRUFALIFY iw URBAN BRAZIL, 4/9%

COLOMBIA

Human Rights Developments

EveEN 8s HHe apMiNisTRAFION oF PRESTDENF ERNESTO SAMPER ook LIMHED SEEPS $0 CURB VIOLENCE OND BDPRESS TMPUNTHY,
He HumoN RiGHES siuadioN IN ColomBia PEFERTORMED. PoLitical vioLENCE was PARFICULARLY iNFENSE N OREAS conteSiED
BY GUERRILLAS OND BY PARAMILIFARTES OPERAHING witH FHE BCQUIESCENCE 8NP IN SOME CASES HHE SUPPORE OF HHE ORMY.
AL Poriies  RoViNELY atfackev Perceivep  ENeMiES  witHIN  HHE  civiliaN  PoPwation, ™meEANING  fHat
NONCOMBOFONFS—OMONG  fHEM  FARMERS, ELECiED  OFFicials, JEACHERS, BONONG wWORKERS, MERCHANES, aNp
CHILPREN—REMATNED CoLoMBTA'S Most FREQUENY victiMs oF PoLifieal vioLENCE, THousanps of CoLoMBTANS FLED vioLENCE fo
JOIN $HE RAPIDLY GROWING RANKS OF HHE FORCTBLY DisPLACED. MEANWHILE, Poor conpitions iN Colomeid’s Jails Lev fo @
SERTES OF PROFESES, SEVERAL OF wWHiCH BECAME ViOLENF AND RESULFED iN CASVALFES BMONG GQUORDS AND PRISONERS.

ALtHovaH eyact FiGURes REMAINED DIFFicULE fo CONFIRM GND MANY COSES WENF UNREPORIED oR UNiNvEstigatep, i1
wals cLEBR Hat PoLifical vioLENCE TNCREBSED, ESPECTALLY s OctoBER 1997 MUNTCTPAL ELECHONS NEGRED. ACCORDING o
OVR RECORDS, FHERE WERE 8F LEAST HHIRFY—FivE MASSOCRES IN HHE FiRsE ETGHE MONFHS OF 1997—FWENIY—SEVEN commitHeD
BY PRESUMED PARAMILIFARIES aND ETGHE CoMMIHED BY PRESUMED MEMBERS oF HIE REvoLuFionarY ARMED Foregs of Colomgia
(Fuerzas Armavas RevoLucionarias be CoLoweid, FARC), HHE countrY's LARGESH GUERRTLLA GROVP. IN dLL, HIESE MASSACRES
cLAMED 272 Lives, More HHaN 450 Colomeians also Diep iN FaRGEFED assassiNations, with HHE LARGESE TRENFFIED GRoVP
BEING PEASONTs.



Huvan Ricuts Wated RecorpeD @ REDUCHON N FHE NUMBER oF cases atiriguied fo HIE SECWRTHY Forees, ETHER
AcHiNG BLONE OR witH PORAMILTHARY GROVPS, WHILE GUERRILLA vioLaHoNs TNCREGSED. IN HHE Past, HHE 8RMY OPENLY Backep
PaRAMILIHARTES, HuMaN RiGHES 0RGANTZAEIONS IN CoLomBid cALLED ON HIE GovERNMENE +0 +aKE coNcERIED Action aqainst
PaRAMILTARTES f0 DEMONSTRATE HHat HHEY WERE Not SUPPORIED OR FoLERGIED BY HHE BRMED FORCES. ¥ wis STONTFiCaNt,
HHeREFORE, HHat EVEN 8S HHE POLICE AND MILHARY INCORPORMHED HUMAN RIGHFS INfo FHETR PuBLic stafeMents anp HeLD
MEEFINGS witH HWAN RIGHES GROUPS, woRDS DiD Not fRAONSLAFE INFo consistent dctioN against ParaMiLiFaRTES, wHo
OPERGIED FREELY TN HEBVILY MILIFARTZED OREAS OND STONTFTCANILY EYPAONDED HHIETR oPERAFToNS. THE state’s FaiLwre fo
ORRESTH PARAMILIFARY LEADERS OR PURSVE FHETR UNTHS constifuiep facit aPProval For HHETR vioLations ane meEaNt fHat
PARAMILTHARIES WAGED N UNHINDERED COMPATGN OF +ERROR FHROVGHOVE Most oF HHe Country.

Accorving fo e CoLomeian ComMission of Jurists (CCJ), @ RESPECIED HUMAN RIGHIS 0RGANTZAHON, 76 PERCENE OF
HE vioLatioNs RECORDED WERE HHE woRk OF PARAMILIHARIES, 17 PERCENE WERE HHE wWoRK OF GUERRTLLAS, AND 7 PERCEN
WERE HIE wWoRk OF state acents. Human RicHts Watel RECORDED +WENIY—FOUR CASES oF EYRAIUDICTAL EYECUEIONS aND
EiGH} FORCED DiSAPPEARANCES afiriBuiaBle fo fHE 8RMY DURING FHE First Sy mMontHs ofF 1997. ON Janvary 10, For
EYAMPLE, 184 BRIGAVE SOLPTERS GPPARENILY EYECVIED HUREE YoutHs DEFAINED N @ SORAVEND, ARAUCE, sLum, BEGHING aNp
SHooting HHem TN FRONF OF wifNESSES. IN aopiHioN, N REGToNs Like HHe MibbLe Magpalend anv sovtHerRN (EsBr
PEPARFMENT, BRMY UNTES PAHROLLED OPENLY witH GROUPS OF GRMED CIVILTANS, KILLING 8NP FHREBFENING SUPPOSED GUERRILL
SUPPORIERS.

WHEN BBUSES WERE TNVESHGAHED, HHE MILTHARY CONFINVED 0 USE THs #RiBUNALS f0 COVER HHEM UP, Most NoF@BLY iN
HE €BSE INVOLVING (JEN. (Kﬁ-’-.) Farouk YaNINE Dia7, CHARGED witl ORDERING HHE 1987 MASSACRE OF NINEFEEN MEN NEGR
Puer{o ARAUIO, SONFANDER. ON JUNE 23, FHEN—BRMY COMMANDER (JEN. MANVEL BoNEH, GPPOINIED HHE INVESHGAHVE JUPGE
ON HIE CBSE, ANNOUNCED HE wWoULD CLOSE FWRHHER TNVESHGAHON oF YANINE'S invoLvement. He oo so pesPie solip
EVIDENCE TMPLICAtING YONINE. THE casE Hab BEEN PREPARED BY HE AHoRNEY (ENERAL's Human Ricrts UNH, wiicH
CONFINUED 40 Do CREDTBLE NVESHQAHONS. SIMILAR EVIDENCE collectep BY fe Human RigHts UNit Hav served fo convict
He civiLiaN POROMILTIGRTES BCCUSED oF CORRYING oVt HHE PuERto ARBUI0 MASSACRE,

IN @ weLcome peCisioN, HHE Constifubional Covrt RULED TN August HHat UNRESOLVED €BSES TNVOLVING EYHRAJWDICTAL
EYECUEiONS, FORIURE, FORCED DiSAPPEARANCES, OND RAPE BY HHE SECWRi{Y FORCES Must BE IRiED IN CiviLiaN CovrE, Not
MiLHaRY FRIBUNGLS. WRIHING For HHE MAJ0RIHY, MagisrRate Epuarbo (iFUENFES MUNoT HELD +Hat HUMAN RiGHES CRimMES “Have
BBSOLVIELY No CONNECHON H0 HIE ROLE OF SHatE aGENts accorving +o HiE constitution. [AINY orbER +o commit suel @
CRIME MERTES NO OBEDIENCE wWHAtSOEVER,”

However, as oF HHis WRHING, No PENDING CASES, INCLWING +Hdt oF (GENERAL YANINE, HAVE BEEN FRANSFERRED fo
CIViLTAN cowrEs For RiaL. IN GN EFFORY +0 TONORE HHE RULING, MILTFARY $RTBUNGLS CONFINVED 0 HEBR CASES TNVOLVING
SERjOVS HWMAN RIGHES vioLGHONS, INCLUDING +HE DECEMBER 1991 MASSACRE BY PoLICE BND Local PARAMILIFARTES OF FWENTY
Péez INDIANS, GMONG HHEM FIvE CHILDREN, NEBR (aLoto, Caucd. On SEPJEMBER 23, @ MiLT#aRY #RiBUNGL DECLARED Hiat Hiie
MASSACRE CoNSHIVIED ON et oF SERvICE wEaNt to “HELP (HE viekims) coevist PEACEFULLY” anb RELEASED HHE anti—
NARCotics PoLice caPaiN Found fo HAVE PLAONNED aND HELPED c@RRY ot HHE KiLLiNGs. ALtHougH HHE SomPer
MINISERAFION PRESENIED @ BiLL +0 CONGRESS HHat would REFORM FHE MILHORY PeENOL cove {0 ReFLEct e
Constitutional Cowr pECISTON, 8S oF His WRIFING T+ waS UNCLEBR wHAE iis Fate will ge.

QveraLL, Hg PARAMILIFARY GROVP kKNowN @S HHE PEdsant SELF—DEFENSE (JRoVP of (GRpoga anv Urasd (Avtoverensas
CamPesings pe (GrooBa anv Uragd, ACCY) amassed HiE worst RECORD, committing 8t Least hwenty—two ofF HE
MOSSACRES REPORIED IN HIE FiRSH ETGHF MONHHS OF 1997. IN JULY, OVER ONE HUNDRED ACCU MEMBERS GRRIVED IN MAPIRTPAN,
Meta, ey @i, FHEN kiLLED anD BeHEADED & LEASE SEVEN MEN N fHE Locdl sLAVGHIERHOVSE. PaRE oF HHE GROUP'S mucy—
PUBLTCTZED PLAN f0 FORM @ NOFIONAL GLLTONCE oF PARAMILTFARY GROVPS GNP REAGCH GREAS FORMERLY CONSTPERED GUERRILLQ
SHRONGHOLDS, $HE MAPTRIPAN aHack LASTED FOR FIvE DaYS witHout aNY REGCHON BY POLICE 0R MILTHARY FORCES BASED iN
He aRed, PESPHE PLEAS FRoM HHE Local JwwGEe. Resivents +olb JourNdLists #Hat as many s HHiREY MORE PEOPLE may
HAvE BEEN KiLLED, BEHEADED, AND HHRoWN iNfo HHE (VAVIGRE RIVER. Most oF fie RESTDENIS FLED aFfER fe atfack. IN @
PRESS INFERVIEW PUBLISHED GF1ER fHe mMassacre, ACCU Leaver (aRLos Castano vowep HHat iN HHE FUWRE, FHERE wolLD BE



“MaNY MoRE cases Like MapiRiPaN.”

ELsewHeRE, HHE ACCU eYPONDED TS TNFLUENCE, MoVING Souil From fHE CarigeeaN coast iNto HHE pePARIMENS oF
BoLivar, MagpaLEND, SANTANDER, SUCRE, AN (ESAR, with MAsSACRES, kiLLINGS, PERHH FHREATFS, NP FORCED DisPLACEMENT
MARKING s avvance. Since OctoBer 1996, HHE ACCU Has RePeddeply EnFEReD Panamd, wHERE i Has KiLLep anp
FHREBIENED LocaL VILLAGERS i+ BCCUSES OF PROVIDING GUERRILLAS witH Foob GNP MEDCINE.

DesPite HHe anNoUNCEMENE OF 8 (.S, 31 MILLION REWBRD FOR iNFORMBEION LEADING fo HHE caPfuRe of ACCU LedveER
(as4aR0, NOFHING was PONE +o COPHRE HiM OR HiS FORCES. AFFER HIGHLY PECORAED BRmY CoL. CBRLoS VELASQUET REPOR}ED
iN 1996 +Hat His svPeriors at Uragd’s 174y Briqave Hav FaiLed fo PurRsue e ACCU, ratier Hian investicate His
INFORMBHON FULLY, HE MILTHARY CASHIERED HiM. NEGR SON JosE pE APARIADS, FoR TNSHINCE, @ COMBINED FORCE OF
PORAMILTHIRTES AND GRMY SOLDIERS REPORIEDLY EYECUEED JoSE MAcario Daviv (0£7, @ MENFALLY REFARDED MAN, oN MARCH 27.

AFFERWERD, SOLDTERS GPPARENILY DRESSED Davip's BobY iN @ MILTHERY UNIFORM aND PRESENIED Him fo HHE PRESS @S @
QUERRILLE kiLLED TN comBat.

OHier ParaMiLitaRiES aLso oPERAED iN CoLomBia VIRFVALLY UNIMPEDED BY fHE auiHoriHiES, aMONG fHeEm HHE NorFHedst
SeLr—Derense (RowP ((RWPo pE AvlopeFENSE DEL NorDESTE, GAN) ArRoUND SEGovia anp Remepios N ANFioquid. Sinee e
19305, WHEN PARAMILIFARIES ALLIED with HHE 8RMY'S BoMBONG BattaLion CarRiED oUf @ SERTES OF MASSACRES, HiiS REGTON
Has BEEN HORMENIED Wit PoLitical KILLINGS. AFFER HEE KILLINGS OF HIREE HUMAN RiGHES workers N Marey (sez Tiie
RigHt +o MoNioRr, BELOW), autoriHiES CONVENED @ “SECURiY MEEFING” +0 DiScuss ways 4o PRevent FURHHER aHacks.
NEverHHELESS, ON August 2, e (AN REPORIEDLY fook SEVEN PEOPLE FRoM HHEIR HOMES iN REMEDT0S, INCLUDING FORMER
MaYor anp Patriotic UNioN memBER CaRLos Roso URige, HHEN EYECUIED FIVE oF HHEM oN HHE Rod> fo SEGQOVIA. Rodo anv
eacier Luis ALgerto MUNERE, ALSo @ MEMBER oF HE SEGOVIA Human Ricits CommiHee, were +aken +o SEGOVIA, WHERE
HEY WERE SHot. IN SEPIEMBER, SoME ALLEGED (JAN MEMBERS WERE ORRESIED.

DURING HHE YEBOR, SEVERAL PEACE iNTHiaHIVES WERE BEGQUN, BUY, 8S was 0BVious FRoM BEHAViOR ofF HHe Parties fo he
conFLict, HERE was No REAL commitveNt fo NEGoHBHING AN end fo HHE FigHEING. As OctoBeER 26 ELECHTONS NEBRED,
ELectep oFFicials anp canpivates FHRoVGHoW ColomBia came UNDER NCREASING aHack. BotH +He National Ligeration
Arwy (Eséreito ve LiBERACION NACTONaL, ELN) anp FARC vowep +o stoP ELECHONS N 8 pozen pEPARIMENSS. THE ACCU anp
its aLLies SN HHe UNiHed SELF—DEFENSE (RoWPS of ColomBia (Avioverensas Univas be CoLomeia, AUC) coaLitioN
ONNOUNCED TN May FHat $HEY wouLd PREVENT PRO—GUERRILLA “PROSELYFZING” IN GREAS OF CONFLICH, wHiCH CONDiv4ES
CONSTRERED @ FHREAY AGAINSE HHosE wWHo FaiLE 4o EMBRACE HHETR ViEwS.

WitHiN @ MontH BF1ER dsPirants HAb fo suemit HETR Names do fHe NationaL ELectoral Registry, autHorities
REPORIED 1At OVER 900 Hab CAONCELLED HETR canpivdcies DU fo HHREAFS. WHILE SIMILAR ELECHONS IN 1994 WERE
SUSPENDED N NINE MUNTCIPALiEiES, aS oF MiD—SEPIEMBER, THERE WERE FIFIEEN MUNICiPALifiES witHout mayoraL
CONDIDBYES. IN FHE WORDS OF ONE CONDIDBE wWHo wWitHPREW, “fo BE @ CANDIDBIE FOR MBYOR OR EVEN FoWN COUNCIL iN
MANY RURAL GREDS. . .is 40 SEARCH ovt @ pEddY Foretolp.”

IN HHe First eigHt MoNHHS OF 1997, GoveRNMENY autHoRTHES REPORIED 1At $EN MAYORS HAP BEEN MURDERED,
REPRESENFING FowNs TN EiGHE bEPARIMENES. IN opiioN, HHIRFY—SY fowN CoUNCiL MEMBERS WERE KiLLED., EVEN
CONDIDAFES’ FaMILY MEMBERS WERE fHE FREQUENY JaRGEfs of bedty fHrRedfs anv kioNaPing. ColomBia RemaiNed Hie
WORLD'S LEGDER iN REPORIED KIDNGPPINGS, CLoSE o HALF OF wHicH wWERE CORRIED ouf BY REBELS. ACCorDiNG 4o
GovERNMENY AUHORTHIES, BEIWEEN NOVEMBER 1996 anb August 1997, FORIY—ONE MBYORS WERE KiDNAPED.

BotH PaRAMILIFARTES AND GUERRILLAS Lso FHREGHENED JOVRNALiSES. AMONG HHEM was ALFREDO MoLaNO, wHo REPORFED
Hat iN Avgust He RECETVED @ PARAMILTHARY HHREDH SUGGESHNG HHat HE wis @ “SUBVERSTVE ENcYSHED” iN HIE GovERNMENY
BECAVSE OF HiS work FOR HHE GOvERNMENE'S HigH CommissiongR For Pedce.  IN HiN, Hig FARC annouNneed iN June Hiad
1 WOULD CONSTRER JOVRNALISES wWHo WROFE wWHBE HHEY CONSTOERED “@P0LogY For MiLHaRTsM” LEGTHMAIE MiLHHARY faRaETS.

Far From PROFECHNG HIREGHENED MBYORS, HHE SECURIHY FORCES GPPEARED LARGELY POWERLESS 0R UNWILLING 0 PLRSUE
HgiR aHackers. To HiE CoNIRARY, MBYORS FHEMSELVES BECAME HE $aRAELS OF ARMY INVESHGAtiONS FOR SUPPosED fies 4o
GUERRILLAS. AN ORMY INFELLIGENCE REPOR? LEAKED fo HHE NEWSWEEKLY SEMANG N May aLLecev fHat 650 MuNiciPaL



GOVERNMENSS—MORE HHAN HALF oF Hose IN CoLomBid—Hap ETHER PIRECH HES with GQUERRILLES 0R CoLLABORAED witH
HHEM. DOZENS OF MBYORS PROJESHED, SBYING HHE INFORMAHION was +antamount “4o PUHING @ GRAVESTONE OVER OWR HEBDS.”
THe MaYor oF Sogamoso, Boyacd, @ (atHolic PRiESE, FiLeD FoRMAL CHARGES AGAINST HHE GOVERNMENE FOR DEFAMALTON, GND
e aRmY LBER DiSAvoweD Tts REPORY,

INstEBD OF MOVING OGGRESSIVELY 0 PRofect HE civiLian PoPULatioN ONp ENSWRE ffs NeviraL status, HHe
GoverRnmENt PRoMotED RurdL wWaten CooPeratives CooPerativas ve VigiLaneia ¥ SEQURiva> RuraL, COWWIR), MAbE WP OF
CIVILTANS QuHHoRTZED +0 GOFHER TNFELLIGENCE FoR HHE SECVRHY FORCES, JOIN MONEWERS, AND USE WEBPONS BANNED FOR
PRIVAHE OWNERSHIP, TNCLUDING MACHINE GUNS, MOR{ARS, GRENGDES, anp assault riFLEs. ALfrougH CONVIWIRs receive @
GovERNMENY LicENSE, HHe ENITIES oF HETR MEMBERS REMAIN ONONYMOUS EVEN {0 Locdl auiHorities.

IN 1997, we RecEiVED crEDiBLE REPORFS fijat CONVIVIRS N +HE MivbLe MAGPALENG anp SOVHHERN (ESBR REGTONS WERE
LED BY KNowN PARAMILIEARIES aND HAD FHREATENED aNp KiLLED CoLoMBIANS DEEMED SYMPatHEC +0 QUERRILLAS OR wHo
ReFused fo Join. ON Fegruary 3, @ CONVIVIR Pa#ROLLING with HE 8rmY's Fourtgent BriGave NEdR HE VILLAGE oF SaN
Francisco, N SONFANDER, GPPARENILY eYECUED NoRBERF0 (JALEANO, REYNALDO Rios, aNb @ SEVENFY—YEAR—0LD MaN, HHEN
DISMEMBERED HHETR BODTES. Two MONHHS EGRLTER, $HE SOME GROUP HAD BEEN LiNKED f0 $HE MASSACRE oF af LEASH SEVEN
PEOPLE N fHE NEBRBY viLLAGES oF L@ ConNGosd ane Puerfo Nuevo, PRoMPEING HHE MAss DiSPLACEMENE oF overR 70O
ViLLAGERS.

ALong witd e CCJ, FowrIEEN HUMAN RiGHES GROVPS FiLep @ suit witd e Constifufional CovrE caLLING FoR
Decree 356, whicH Requlates CONWIWR, fo Be pEcLared UnconstifufionaL. IN iis erigf, e (CJ arguep +Hat +HRougH
CONVIIR, +HE SaMPER apminisERAFTON was ARMING CiviLians SN vioLadion oF HIE constitution. Given Colomeia’s +raaic
HistoRY OF PARAMILIARY ViOLENCE, EYECUHVE DIRECHOR (ustavo GALLON NotED SN ON August 26 HEBRING BEFORE HHE COWRY,
a8 vecree Hat “Permits HHE oRGANTZOFION OND DEVELOPMENS OF PARAMILILGRY GROVPS. . .is CoNFRARY {0 fHE ESSENCE OF
He State's RULE OF Law.”

DOTENS OF GOVERNMEN} OFFiciaLs, MaYoRs, aND RELiGioVs LEADERS also oBieEctep o CONWIVIR, aMong +HEmM AHorRNEY
GENERAL ALFONSO (OMET MENDEZ, wHo GRaueD fat CONVIVIR Snvolvep civiLians SN $HE BRMED conFLict, fijus EYCLUDING
Hiem From HIE HuMaNiarRTaN PRofECHONS GRANIED BY PRotocol || Appifional +o HHE GENEVA CONVENETONS.

“Witl e organtzation of CONVIWIR,” Gomez Notep, “HiE CoLomBiaN SHAHE ONCE BGAIN HAS FALLEN iNto HHIE ERROR OF
PRoMOFING HHE CREBETON OF ‘BRMED INDIVIDVALS,’ wHo NFENSTFY PROBLEMS oF SLLEGAL REPRESSTON OND wWaR witHout
Quarter.”

IN Avgust, even Presibent SamPer abmiHeD> fat some CONWIVIRS “Have #RANSGRESSED HHETR LEGAL BoUNDARiES fo
dssume comBat RoLES.” SUBSEQUENELY, HHiE GOVERNMENT ANNOWNCED 414 i1 would SUSPEND HHE cREAToN oF NEw CONVIVIRS.

GUERRILLES ALso committED SERTOUS ABUSES DURING 1997, AMONG HHEM Massacres. ON MARCH 9, PRESUMED MEMBERS oF
He FARC's 344 Front OPENED FIRE ON OGN TCE CREAM PARLOR N CVRRWAD, ANFOQUIG, KILLING NINE PEOPLE, INCLUDING
PARLOR OWNER DaNiLo VALENCTA NARANJO.

Tie FARC was egeLieved 4o Have sent e APRIL Book Bome HHat KiLLED PEDRo AGWELD, HHE SEVENHEEN—YEAR—OLD
son of HoPe, Pedce anv Ligerdy varty (Esperanza, Paz ¥ Ligertap) LEAVER MaRTo AGUPELO.

Te FARC mave @ PracHice oF aHacking civiLian +aRGEtS, PUHING HHE LIVES oF NoNComBatants at Serjous Risk.
IN JANVaRY, GUERRiLLAS APPARENILY Activatep @ BomB iN FRoN' oF @ MEDELLIN SkYSCRAPER, KILLING FOUR PASSERSBY aND
WOUNPING FORFY—ONE OFHERS.

IN SePfemeer, oNe oF ColomBid’s LBRGEST HYDROELECHRTC PLants was HHE 1aRGEF, cavsing HHE Government fo
RECOMMEND Hat FaMiLies BEQIN LiMIEING HHETR VSE oF ELECIRICTHY, THe EIN also commitden  serfous
vioLations, aMoNG FHem HaRGEFED KILLINGS. ACCORDING {0 PRESS REPORIS OND INFORMBEION GOTHERED BY HUMON RiGHtS
GRoVPS, HE ELN was RESPONSTBLE FoR aF LEdst FoRFY—NINE PoLitical KiLLINGS iN HHE FiRsE NINE MONFHS OF 1997, AMONG
HE victiMs WERE FORMERS, MAYORS, AN EMPLOYEE oF HHE BHHORNEY GENERAL'S OFFiCE, OND CHLDREN. IN abbifion, HHE EILN
APPARENILY KILLED SEVERAL SECVRTHY FORCE QGENFS HORS PE €omBAF, AMONG HHEM HHREE SOLDTERS CAPHURED OND EYECUED
oN Avgust 3 NEGR EL PLAYON, SaNFaNDER.

THE ELN SHEPPED WP ffs USE OF CR BOMBS, REGTSHERING DOZENS OF a4tacks iN HHE FirRsE ST MONFHS OF 1997. IN aN



attack oN Marel 17, @ car Bomg N Cleuta, NortE pE SANFANDER, APPARENILY pEfoNatED BY HHiE “Resistencia Yariauies”
Front oF HHE ELN, KiLLED EfGHIEEN—MONFH—0LD MaRHHA LiLiaNa RivERos aND LEFF SEVERAL OFHERS wWOUNDED.

KioNGPPING REMBINED @ ComMoN factic oF PARAMILIHARIES OND GUERRILLAS, wHo ROVFINELY fook FAMILY MEMBERS oF
comgtants as Hostages. SiNCe 1996, +He ACCU kPNGPPED OvER 8 DOZEN FOMILY MEMBERS OF GUERRILLAS, SEVEN OF wWHOM
WERE RELEGSED ON MARCH 26 UNDER HIE QUSPicES of HHE INFERNGHIONGL CommiHiee ofF HEE Rep (Ross (ICRC).

SEvERAL PoLitical kioNaPPINGS LED fo pEddis. ON May s, +He FARC announcep Higt Conaressman Roprico TUrgay
Cote, KIPNGPPED N 1995, HAD DIED WHILE BEING +RANSPORIED ALONG HHE (AGUAN RIVER N His NOHIVE DEPARIMEN oF
(aquetd, aPPARENILY GFFER FALLING FRoM @ CONOE. IN REFALIAHON, PARAMILIHARIES wHo HAP KIDNGPPED o FaMiLY
MEMBERS OF AN ELN COMMONDER ANNOUNCED fHat HHEY WERE EYECUIED N MaY.

THrRee Americans kionaPPep gy +ig FARC iN 1995 REMAINED MISSING @S oF +HiS wWRHING—RiCHARD TENENHOFF, Davip
Mankins, ano Mark Rich. THe FARC was also iMPLicatep iN HHE EYECURToN—SHLE SLAYING oF Hwo KiDNGP victims,
AvstriaN JoHan KEHRER GNP (ERMAN ALEYANDER SCHEWRER, TN HHE CHoch JUNGLE N MaRcH.

THE FORCED DISPLACEMENT OF civiLians conFiNED fo BE PaR} oF HHE SIRAEQY OF wWOR USED BY ALL SioEs,
PARETCULARLY PARAMILIIARTES. IN MaReH, 1HE Consultancy on Huvan Ricits ane DispLacement (Consultoria Para Los
Derecios Humanos ¥ L DespLazamiento, CODHES), NoNGOVERNMENFAL orGANTZaFON (NGQ), Estimaten Hhat getween 1995
aND 1996, 920,000 PEGPLE Hab BEEN DiSPLACED BY ViOLENCE, 8N AVERAGE OF ONE N EVERY ForFY CoLomBiaNs. Accorping fo
e Unifep Nakions Ciitoren’s Fune (UNICEF) N CoLomeia, 72 PERCEN} oF fHE DISPLACED WERE CHLDREN.

THE YEBR WS MARKED BY FORCED DISPLACEMENES ON @ MASSIVE SCALE Not SEEN PREViOUSLY. IN MarcH, MoRe HHan
13,000 PEOPLE, Most FRoM BLACk MINORTHY coMMUNTEES, FLED HHETR HomES BLONG HHE Riosvucio RiVER iN HHE NorRHHwEST
PEPARIMENT OF (Hoch OFFER PARAMILTFARTES fook CoNtRoL TN DECEMBER 1996 GNP HHE GRMY CARRIED oUF TNDISCRIMINGYE TR
aHacks +wo MoNHHS LatER. AFFER @ DIFFiCULE JOURNEY FHROUGH HHE JUNGLE DURING wHiCH SEVERAL PEOPLE REPORFEDLY
piep, Hie BRMY BLOCkED HHE PASSAGE oF PEASANIS FLEEFING f0 HHE FowN oF Mutatd. THE REFUGEES WERE PROHTBHED FROM
MAKING HHE JOURNEY. THERE WERE CREDIBLE REPORES Hdf @ SOLDTER FiRED ON @ GROVP oF HHE pisPLaced aHemPEing fo
ReEdeH MUaH N APRIL GNP SERTOUSLY SINJWRED +wo PEGPLE, INCLWING @ GTRL. A COWRF LAHER FOUND HHE GOVERNMENY,
SPECiFicALLY HHE ORMY, RESPONSTBLE FOR COUSING HHE FORCED DiSPLACEMENF, ONp ORDERED AUHORIFES 0 ENSWRE HHE
FaMiLies’ saFe ReFRN o HHETR HOMES.

NEVERFHELESS, 8S OF HHiS WRIFING, FHousANDS oF DiSPLACED FRoM Riosucio coNFINVE 4o LiVE N CROWDED camPs at
PavarRaNDG (RANDE, witHout SUFFICTENt Foob, wadER, 0R HEALHH CORE. PARAMILiARIES HHREAIENED o ENYER HHE camP 4o
kiLL pisPLaceD, aND REPORIEDLY BSSASSINGIED SEVERAL PEGPLE N NEARBY fOWNS.

THe SAMPER GpMINTSERAFON RESPONDED $0 MASS DISPLACEMENS BY CREGHING HHE Post oF “PRESTDENITAL COUNSELOR FoR
Hg "pisPLacen” N APRIL, GboPHING @ REVISED NAHONAL PLAN ON DisPLACEMENt SN MaY, anb PROMULGAHING Law 397 §N
Juy, wHield pedlt sPeciFically wifl assistance, Profection, anp PRevention fssues. Apvocdafes crificizer fife
GoVERNMENE FOR PRoMOFING HHE REFWRN oF HE DisPLacep fo HEIR HomES witHout GUARANFEEING HHETR SOFELY,
HIGHLIGHETING MANDEHORY REQTSIRAFHION REQUIREMENES AND LAk OF FUNDS @S SERJOVS FLAWS IN HHE NEw Law. THE UNifep
Naions HiaH ComMissioNER For Repuaees (UNHCR) OPENED ON OFFICE N JUNE BY SNviHatioN oF HHE CoLomBTaN GOVERNMENS,
BUt No ForMaL AGREEMENE B0Vt HHE SCoPE oF fHE AGENCY’s dctivities Hab geeN RedcHep at HHE +imE oF HHis WRIFING.

Dovgts aBovt HE CoverRnmENt's ABILTHY fo EFFECHVELY @bpRESS HE PROBLEM OF FORCED DSPLACEMENY WERE
DEEPENED BY HHE COSE OoF 290 FaMiLies vioLentLy evicdep By PoramiLitaries From fHe BeLLAcrRvz Ranel SN HHe
PEPARIMENT OF (ESR N FEBRUARY 1996, WitH FweEntY—siY oF af Ledst wenty—eicHt aRrest warrRaANEs acainst Hie
iMPLICOiED PARAMILHARTES SHLL oUFSTAINDING, HHE FOMILIES WERE UNGBLE fo REFWRN, OND MoSt WERE RESEFHLED ON
UNTRRIGEIED LAND HHat ALLOWED ONLY @ PRECARioUS ExisteENce. IN May, HHe Constifufional Couri FSSUED AN INJUNCHiON
ProfeCHiNG HHE RiGHES oF HHE BeLLACRYZ PEAsONES GFFER HHE GOVERNOR oF CUNDINGMARCA REFUSED 40 ALlow HHE FaMiLiEsS,
WHOM SHE BCCUSED OF BEING SUBVERSIVES, f0 RESEHLE iN HER JURTSPiCHON.

IN APRIL, SoME 300 CoLOMBIANS WERE FORCTBLY REPAIRIAED FRoM Panama to Badia CvPica, Cloch, aFter +ue UINHER
was PENTED Bccess o INFERVIEW fHEM N PaNGMA. SaFe conbitions For HHETR REFURN b Not EYisE, anv fHe RePairiaieD



FaMiLiES WERE EvACV@tED FRom BaHiA CUPicd oN ON EMERGENCY BAsis iN SEPFEMBER OFF1ER PARAMILifARIES CiRCULfED @
List oF HwELVE PEGPLE HiEY INFENDED fo KiLL OR KiDNGP.

IN CoLomBia's JAiLs, PRISONERS CTIED SEVERE OVERCROWDING, LAck oF MEDicAL c@RE, aND fsoLatioN 8s FHE REASONS
BEHIND @ SERTES OF CooRPINGIED PRofests Hat BEGAN TN JANVARY anb ContiNVED HHROUGH JUNE. A ceENsus BY e
NationaL PENHENFTBRY INSHHUIE, RESPONSTBLE FoR BOMINTSTERING CoLoMBia's PRISONS, SHoweD HHat aLtHovgH Colomeia Has
Hie caracity +o House 30,000 PRISONERS, 8S oF APRIL 1997, i REPORIED HOLDING 42,000 TNMBIES, HOLF OF wWHOM WERE
SHiLL awarting RIBL FOR COMMON CRIMES OND REBELLION. IN FHE VOLLEDUPAR PRiSON, iN (ESBR, ORMED iNMAIES aND
MPRISONED MEMBERS oF HHE ELN KiLLED FOUR PRiSON GQUARDS N fook SWHEEN OFHER PEGPLE HosHAGE, TNCLUWDING @
FOWRFEEN—YEGR—0LD GTRL, IN APRIL BEFORE GGREEING +0 SURRENDER {0 AUHHORTHES AND RELEASING HIE HoSHAGES UNHORMED,

GivEN HHE SERJoUS PRoBLEMS oF SNIERNGL DisPLacemeNnt, Hostage—taking, ano violence, e ICRC fook aN
INCREASINGLY TMPOREANE RoLE SN CoLomBia, BooSEING TS TN—COUNTRY SHAFF o FoRIY—HIREE PEOPLE aND MATNFAINING NINE
OFFicES. THE ORGANTZAFTON BROKERED PRISONER EYCHANGES, VISTHED PRISONERS GNP HoSHAGES, @ivED HHE WOUNDED 8NP
PisPLAcED, aNp assister HHReafened Colomeians fo FLEE HHE couNIRY. Accorping fo IRC estimades, HIETR oFFice
assistep N HHE RELEASE OF FORYY Hostages BehwEEN August 1996 anv Marey 1997. THe ICRC aLso qave PReSENFEHTONS ON
NFERNGETONDL HumMaNTHaRTON Law +o ACCU MEMBERS NP GUERRILLAS.

The Right to Monitor
Human RicHEs PEFENDERS CoNFINVED +o BE HiE +aRGEFS oF aHack anp trreats. ON May 19, Mario CALDERON, AN EMPLOYEE
oF e Center For Resedred ane PoPuLar Epucation (CentRo b INVESEQACION ¥ Epucacion PoPULaR, CINEP), ELsa
ALVER@D0, His WiFE aND @ FORMER (INEP EMPLOYEE, OND (BRLoS ALvaR@bo, ELSA’S FAHHER, WERE KiLLED BY MASKED GUNMEN iN
HieiR BoGotd aPARIMENE, GPPARENILY TN REFALIAFTON FOR HETR HUMAN RIGHES woRK. ALHHoUGH ALVaR@PO'S MOHER was
SERJOVSLY WOUNDED, HHE COUPLE’S ETGHIEEN—MONFH—OLD SON was UNHARMED. ON SEPIEMBER 28, AutHoRiHES TN MEDELLIN
ARRESTED FiVE PEOPLE wWHo MY HavE faken ParY iN HE KiLLiNG.

IN SEGovia, ANFioquia, GAN CONFTNVED 40 woRK TN CLOSE COORDINGHON with HHE 8RMY'S BomBond BataLion, an
ALLTANCE CONSTPERED CoMPLICH N HHE MARCH 9 MURDER OF NazaReNo bE JESUs Rivera, a Seqovia Human Ricits CommiHee
MEMBER, THE SAME pay, colLeaque Jaime Or¥7z LonboRo was ForeiBLY pisaPPearep. ON Marel 12, fe Army's Fourteenty
BRiGApE FALSELY DisPLAYED RivERA's BobY fo HHE PRESS @S “8 GUERRILLA KiLLED iN AcHioN” NP SHowED REPoRIERS Qr¥iz's
ENFHY pocumeNnts. ON MaReH 23, @ FORMER MEMBER oF HIE SAME GROUP, MARGARIHA (UIMAN, was KILLED iN HER oFFicE,
APPARENILY FOR HER wWoRK FOR HHE autoriHies iNvestaating Rivera's peady ane Or¥iz’s “pisaPPearance.”

ALso oN MaReH 7, Victor Julio GARION, HHE SECREFARY—GENERAL OF AN AGRARIAN ASSOCTAioN OND @ WELL—KNOWN
HUMAN RIGHES DEFENDER, waS KILLED BY UNTDENFTFTED GUNMEN N HiS BoQotd oFFice. (JaRION was @ MEMBER oF g Metd
Civie CommiHee For Human Rigrts, aLL BuF YFiINGUISHED GFFER TiS MEMBERS HAVE BEEN SystematicaLly kiLlev, ALfHovaH
INFERNGHONGL OURAGE FOLLOWED HIE 1996 MURDER OF JoSUE (JiRaLbo, PRESTOENS oF e Metd Civic Commitee For Human
Riguts, at His wRIHING, No GRRESES HAOVE BEEN MODE N HiS COSE, wHiCH REMAINED TN PRELIMINGRY iNVESHGAHiON ALONG
with Most ofeEr iNnvestigations iNnto Past KILLINGS oF HUMAN RiGHES MoNifoRs.

CoMMUNTHY LEBDERS wHo SPOKE oV 88Bou# HUMAN RiGHES continved +o e faraets. On Octoger 6, FARC memgers,
APPARENTLY GNGERED BY HHE DECTSTON oF SaN JosE e APar{an) ResTENTS Not $o SUPPLY Foob, dBpuctep anp killep Luis
Hernanpo (ogs, Luis Fernanbo AGUIRRE, anb Ramiro CoRREQ. THE HHIREE WERE MEMBERS OF @ Civic GROUP wWoRKING 40 MaKE
e fowN NevirRaL HERRTORY TN HHE BAHLE BMONG GUERRILLAS, PORAMILTARTES, aND HHE ORMY. ANOHHER civic LEADER,
Francisco TagarRaViNo, Hav BEEN KiLLED gY ParRaMiLitaries oN May 17.

GovERNMENE WORKERS wHo TNVESHGEED €ASES INVOLVING LINKS BEFWEEN HIE SECWRiY FORCES aNp PARAMILIaRTES
WERE 8Lso KiLLED 0R FORCED f0 LEAGVE HHE COUNFRY FOR HHETR SOFERY. AMONG FHEM, FORMER YOoNDG, ANFi0QUia, omMBUDSMAN
Gustavo NOREZ was PULLED FRom @ PUBLiC BUS BY PARAMILIFARIES NEGR BARRANCABERMESA aNp KiLLED oN Avgust 4,

OHER HUMAN RiGHES DEFENDERS WERE HHE 48RGEFS oF FHREAFS GND SURVETLLANCE BY MEMBERS OF HHE SECWRIHY FORCES.

iLsoN PatiNo, @ HWwaN RigHts dctivist From Remepios, ANFioquia, was Forcep fo LEAvE HHE OREA GFYER ORMED MEN
came o His HoME oN MaReH 20, GPPARENILY o KiLL Him. ON May 24, NeFfaLi VaneGas PERES, 8 HUMAN RiGHFS PEFENDER N



Qcang, Norfz pE SONFANDER, NARRoWLY ESCAPED N Assassination attemPt gy 8RMED MEN BELTEVED +0 BE wWORKING iN
LEAGUE witH HHE SECWRiHY FoRcEs.,

THe oFFices of Hie Association of FamiLy Meveers of +ie Detained anp Disappearep (Asociacion ve FaviLiares be
Detenivos ¥ DESAPARECTDUS, ASFADDES) were HiE +ARGEF OF 8 JINE 24 BomBING HHat DESHROYED HHE QROVP'S BRCHIVES.
SUBSEQUENILY, 0RGONTZOHON MEMBERS iN MEDELLIN aNp Riosucio, CHoch, ReEceivED SeEverRAL HHREAES, INCLWING fHat oF a
JELEPHONE COLLER wHo cLaiMED ot “HIE BoMB wWaS ONLY @ WARNING, SO i+ wolld BE BEHER iF You LEFt HiE oFFice.”
Two BRANCH OFFICES WERE LAYER CLOSED FOR FEAR OF GHACks, OND FHE GROVP’S PRESTDEN OND HER FAMILY WERE FORCED
to Leave fHe CcoWNIRY For HHETR SAFERY.

OHeR HWMEN RiGHFS WORKERS REPORIED RECETVING HHREATS RELAFED fo FHETR wWoRK. AFFER @ SERTES OF MASSACRES iN
HHe MivpLe MAGPALENG REGTON, FIVE HUMAN RiGHES woRkERS dssociater with HHE Reqional CorPoratioN For HHE DEFENSE
of Human Ricuts (Corporacion REGiondL Para LA DEFENSA bE Los DERECHOS Humanos, CRE‘DHOS) WERE INFORMED f1a+ HHETR
NAMES GPPEGRED ON PEHH Lists BEING circuLafep BY PARAMILIARIES. IN SEPIEMBER, MEMBERS oF HHE AssociatioN For e
Promotion oF Social ALternatives (Asociacion PaRA L PRoMOCION SociaL Alternativa, MNGA) saiv fHat svspiciovs
MEN WERE WAHCHING HHIETR OFFICES OND WERE FOLLOWING HHE MINGA ano ASFADDES MEMBERS wWoRKING HHERE.

IN RESPONSE +0 HHE KILLINGS OF HWMAN RiGHES DEFENDERS, FHIRIY—STY HUMON RiGHFS GROUPS, UNTONS, REL{QiovS
GROVPS, AND TNDIGENOVS GRoUPS PEFHONED FHE GovERNMENE SN May anp AGaIN IN JUNE For investigations info atHacks,
HE PUNISHMENT oF HHoSE RESPONSTBLE, ON END fo HHE MiLHaRY's vErgaL aftacks oN HHETR woRkK, GNP GUARANIEES oF
PrRo{ECHON, A KEY DEMAND wWaS FOR ON GGGRESSIVE OND TMMEDTBIE Law ENFORCEMENE EFFORE +o ToENFIFY, RACk PowN,
aND GRRESY MEMBERS OF PARAMILIFARY GROVPS OGN FHETR SECWRIY ForRCE PAFRONS, ON EFFORY, HHE GRoVPS Notep, HHat
SHoWD BE QiVEN EQuAL stafus with PUNTSHING PRUG fRAFFICKERS GNP GUERRILLAS.

IN @ ParRETAL ACkNOWLEDGMENE oF HHE SERTOVSNESS oF HIE STHVatioN, PRESTDEN SAMPER TSSUED @ DIRECHVE HONORING
HE work. oF HUMAN RIGHFS DEFENDERS GNP EYPLICTILY BARRING GOVERNMENT OFFTCiaLs, INCLWING HHE 8RMY, FRoM MAKING
statements hiat “FaLseLY accuse or BELTHLE HiE RiGHE +0 @ DEFENSE, DUE PRocESS OND HHE Honor [oF Human RiGHEs
PEFENDERS]” ON JULY 16, SUBSEQUENILY, GROUPS MEF Wit HHE GOVERNMENS, AND ON SEPFEMEER 9, Colomeia’s Human Rigrts
Day, PRESTENt SAMPER ONNOWCED HE crReation of @ Human Rigrts Couneil +o CoorDiNGHE dctions aMoNG HiE
GoveRNMENE'S MULETPLE HuMaN RiGHES oFFicEs.

The Role of the
International Community

United Nations

APRIL 7 MARKED HE OFFFCial OPENING oF HIE Bogotd ofFice of e UN. il Commissioner For Human Ricuts, Leb By
Ave. ALMWEND M@zarRAsA aNp SHAFFED BY FivE EYPERIS anD @ PEPURY DiRector. AF HHis wrRHHING, T+ 7S +oo EBRLY o
JWGE e EFFECHVENESS oF HHE OFFicE, But af Least oNe oF HHE oBJECHivES IN ESHABLISHING T was acHievep: e
OFFICE PRESSED HHE GOVERNMENT ON TSSUES oF CONCERN {0 HHE CoMMISSTON, INCLWDING REFORMS 0 HHE MILTfaRY PENAL
cope anp CONWIVIR. EyPERSs fRAVELED FHROVGHOUE FHE COUNFRY OND HELD REGULAR MEEFINGS witH GOVERNMEN} oFFicidls,
REPRESENIIHIVES OF HUMON RiGHES QROUPS, aND CoLOMBIANS WiSHING fo DELTVER coMPLAINES.

NevertigLESS, e Human RicHts Commitee contined fo Lament Colomeia’s FATLWRE +o TMPLEMENY Tfs REPEGHED
RECOMMENDBFIONS, OND NotED HHat “GRoSS GNP MASSTVE HUMAN RiGHES vioLations contiNVE 4o occwr N Colomeid.” THE
Commitee EYPRESSED TS “DEEP CONCERN” OVER EVIDENCE H1at PARAMILIFARY QROUPS “RECEIVE SUPPOR} FROM MEMBERS OF
Hie MiLHaRY” anp Fat “IMPUNIHY coNFINVES f0 BE @ WIPESPREGD PHENOMENON.”

European Union
Some EVROPEAN EMBASSTES aND DiPLoMats ook HIGH—PROFILE RoLES N aHEMPHING o LESSEN PoLitical violence anp Hie
SVFFERING T4 causep. IN APRIL, NEHIERLANDS AMB. (YSBERY Bos Mabe @ HHrRee—vay visit 4o Hie MippLe MAGDPALENG REGTON,



iN PaRE f0 DRAw aHENtiON 0 @ RiSE IN PARAMILIFARY dckivity anp DiSPLACEMENT. THE VisiH was SEEN aS EsPeciaLLY
iMPorR{ANY Qiven fHat e NetHERLANDS occuPieED e PRESiDENCY oF fHE EUL

For s Part, He EU contFiNued +o PRESSWRE CoLomETd $0 TMPROVE T#S HUMAN RIGHES RECORD, AND GNNOUNCED N
SePfEMBER fis FULL SUPPORE FOR 8 NEGotiater setflement fo PoLifical conrlict.

Tie EwRoPEaN Communidy Huvanitarian OFfice (ECHO) bonater US. $5 MiLLion PoLLARS N EMERGENCY @b to
iNFERNAHTONGL NGOs fo assist HHg HHoUSANDS oF PEOPLE FORCTBLY DiSPLACED EBRLIER iN HHE YEGR iN URaBA.

Organization of American States

THe OraanizatioN ofF American States aareep o senv @ +eam +o CoLomBia o MONTHOR MUNTCTPAL ELECHONS iN OREDS
WHERE GUERRILLAS GNP PARAMILIFARIES Hap FHREGFENED CANDIDATES. Two MONTHORS, @ Guatemalan ane @ CHILEAN, wERE
kiDNGPPED BY $HE ELN ND HELD FOR MORE HHAN @ wEEK BEFORE BETNG RELEASED. FoR Tts Part, HHE INFER—AMERTCAN Human
RicHts CommissioN conFiNVED +o HEAR ColomeiaN cases anp ook PORY IN SEVERAL EFFoRIS {0 RESOLVE €BSES HHROVGH So—
cillep “FRIENDLY NEGOFHAION” BEHWEEN vickims aND HIE GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, iN SEVERAL HiGH—PROFILE CAsES,
INCLUDING FHE 1990 TRUJiLLO MASSACRE aND HHE 1994 VTLLAHING MAsSACRE, HHis EFFoRE HAb Not, aF $HiS WRIHING, BORNE
fanaisLe FrUTL,

IN OctoBer, fwo ColomBiaN HUWMAN RIGHES GROUPS FORMALLY PRESENFED f0 HHE CoMMiSSTON FHE CBSE NVOLVING Navy
INtELLiGENCE Netwwork No. 7 GNp s TNVOLVEMENT IN HIE KILLINGS oF 8+ Least siyty—eiqut PeoPLE FRoM 1991 fo 1993 N
GNP OROUND BARRANCABERMESA, SANIANDER. THE CASE was VEtdiLEd N (ULomgid’s KiLLER NEAwoRKS: THE MiLidRy—
PARAMILIFARY PORINERSHIP ANp HE UNiHED SHafes, PUBLiSHED BY Human RicHts Wated SN Novemger 1996,

United States

THe UNiep States PURsUED @ condRapictory PoLicy §N Colomgia. ON HHE ONE Hanp, FHE CLiINFON BPMINTSTRAFTON For HHE
First +iMe MBE HUMAN RiGHES AN iMPorIaNt PaRE oF U.S.—CoLomBia RELAFIONS. IN 1997, HHE State DeParimeNt issuep fis
Most DEFAILED AND CRIFTCAL HUMAN RIGHIS REPORE EvER, concLwing HHat “Hie [Colomeian] arRMED Forces commitep
NUMEROUS, SERJOUS HUMEN RiGHES aBUSES.” N GopiHioN, HHE REPORE Notep, “HHE SaMPER abministRation Has Not Faken
actioN 4o CVRB TNCREASED ABUSES CommiHED BY PARAMILIFARY GROVPS, VERGING ON @ Policy of facit dcquiescence.”

THs REPORY was FoLLOWED BY ON APRIL LEHER FRoM SECREFARY oF SHafe MaveLiNe ALgrigut +o SEN. Patrick Leany,
Co—SPONSOR OF @ 1996 OMENDMENT HHat PLACED HWMEAN RIGHES CONDTHIONS ON SoME aNFiNGRcoties aip. IN HHE LEHER,
Secretary ALBRIGHF ONNoUNceD fHat HHE SPIRIE oF fHE GMENDMENE would BE @PPLTED fo aLL anki—Narcotics @i,
INCLUDING MONTES SUSPENDED OFFER CoLomBid was “PECERFFIED” @ SECoND +IME TN @ Row FoRr FaiLing o meet U.S. qodLs
iN FIGHFING DRUGS. IN OGN UNUSUAL Move, e (.S. EmMBASSY PUBLTCLY EYPRESSED T#S CONCERN OVER HIE fONE VSED BY
MiLH#aRY auioriHES +o aHack civiLian SNVESHGAFORS wHo LiNkeD GENERAL YaNINE +o HHE PuER{o ARAVI0 MASSACRE, HE
First +iMe 74 Hap SPOKEN PUBLiCLY ON @ HWMBN RiGHES case.

For s PRINCTPLED SHAND, FHE GOMINTSTRAFTON WaS HARSHLY cRiFicizED BY SomE RepugLicans iN HHE U.S. CoNGRESS,
wHo BRGUED f1at HUMAN RIGHES CONCERNS HAMPERED HHE DRUG waR. LED BY HHE INFERNGHToNGL ReLafions Commitiee anp
s chair, Rep. Bengamin (iLman, RePueLicans atfemPiep fo Remove HiE Leany avenpment From HE 1999 Foreion
Operations giLL, an iNifiative tuat FaiLep.

Altioval HE (LinfoN dominisERaFioN dckNowlebGED fiat Colomeid’s HuMaN RigHEs situation continved fo g
SERTOVS, it Lso PUSHED HARD FoR @o +o HE MILIHARY +o FiGHE DRUGS, GRGUING HHAF FUNDS woULD BE CHANNELED +0 WNitS
wittout Bap Recorps, AFFER MoNHHS oF +ENSE NEGotiations, HHE Colomeian ane U.S. QOVvERNMENFS STGNED ON END—VSE
MONHORING AGREEMENE ON August 1, FReginG $70 MiLLioN oF HE $100 MiLLioN sLatep $o Redel Colomeia iN 1997, Mucy
OF T+ For HE GRMY OND NavY. AMONG HHE THHEMS SENE WERE COMMUNTCAFONS EQUIPMENT, NIGHT ViSTON SCoPES, aNp PaR}s
FOR HELTCOPHERS AND RIVER PAFROL Bodts. PoLice CoNFINVED f0 RECEIVE 8Tp FHROVGHOUE FHE YEBR, TNCLUDING MUNTHONS 8NP
WEBPONS. However, e aqreement oN MILHARY aio LeFt MONTHORING o e ColomBian DeFense MiNistRY, Not U.S.



OFFiCiaLs, wHo WERE SEVERELY LiMHED TN HHETR 8BiLTY fo VERIFY ANY REPORES.

CUBA

Human Rights Developments
(vBd VOTCED MUFFLED SUPPORF FOR HUMAN RIGHFS OND REPRESENIAHIVE DEMOCRACY iN HHE Past ¥EAR, 8s i Movep fowaRp
QReEQIER ECoNoMic ENGAGEMENY witH EVROPE, Canavd, Asia, onv LatiN AmeRica. Bul HHe QovERNMENT REVEALED aN
INFRONSTGENT RELTANCE ON PoLitical oPPRESSTON 0 CRUSH TNFERNBL 0PPoSHION FHROUGH s REPRESSIVE MEASURES 8GaINSH
DiSSTDENTS, FOTLWRE +o OMNESTEY PoLitical PRISONERS, CONFINVING BLOCKAGE oF HUMAN RiGHES MONTHORING, CREA¥ION OF
NEw Lows RESTRICHNG HUMAN RiGHES, AND REFUSOL +0 DiSMANILE oPPRESSIVE LEGAL SRVCHURES,

IN oNE oF CuBd's SIRONGESH statemeEnts FAvORING HWMaN RicHts, Presioent FiveL Castro Ruz sianep e \iRa peL
Mar DeCLARAFON, ENPORSING SUPPORF FOR DEMOCRACY GNP RESPECE FOR HUMAN RIGHES, FUNDAMENTAL LTBERTTES, AN HHE
PRINCTPLES CONSECRMED N HHE UNitED Nations CHarter, 8t HHe SiYHH [BERoBMERTCAN Summit oF LEAPERS SN CHILE iN
NovemBer 1996, ON JANVBRY 9, 1997, HoweveR, CUBA FLAUNIED T+S DiSPAIN For HHE GREEMEN BY BRRESHING HECHoR PaLacios
Ruiz, HHe PResENt oF e Democratic SoLivarity Party (Parfivo SoLivarivad Democratica, FSD), CHORGING HM witl
contEMPE For HE auiorTHY oF Presipent (AstRo aND SETZING His coPiES of HHE Vi@ PEL MAR DecLaration. PaLacios
Ruiz, wHom $HE CuBAN GOVERNMENS SENTENCED +0 ETGHIZEN MONHHS' TMPRISONMENT ON SEPIEMBER 4, Hab cHALLENGED fiE
GOVERNMENE'S WILLINGNESS $0 CoMPLY wit HHE DECLARAEION SN ON INJERVIEW witH @ (ERMAN JOVRNALiSE.

PaLacios Ruiz’s #riaL, anv Cud’s ReFusaL +o BMNESTY PoLiHcal PRISONERS, HIGHLIGHIED FHE GOVERNMENY'S RELTANCE
oN s PRiSON system as HE BAckBoNE oF Tfs ReEPReSSivE factics. Once aqdin, N HHE Past ¥EaR FHE GovERNMENE
FATLED +0 REFORM @ PENGL CobE FHat CRIMINALTZED HHE EYERCISE oF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHFS UNDER PROVISTONS Sucl as “Enemy
PROPACANDE,” “conteMPE For auhiorTHY,” “ILLicTE association,” “PONGEROVSNESS,” anp “fLLegal exit.” (uBaN couris
ROVFINELY DENTED BOSTC DVE PROCESS GUIRAONTEES, TNCLWDING SUFFICiENE ONb FiMELY decess fo LawYERS, HHE RiGHE o
PRESENF WItNESSES OND EVIDENCE FoR FHE DEFENSE, OND OPEN COVRFROOMS FREE OF iNFIMiDAHON.

AMONG HiE DissiEnts PRosecUiep SN HHE Last YEAR was ENRIQUE (AR MoREJON, @ MEMBER oF HiE CHRisHiaN
Ligeration Movement (Movimiento CRiskiano b LiBERACION, MCL), sentencep N FEBRVBRY 1997 +o FOUR YEARS TN PRISON
FOR ENEMY PROPAGANDA. THE coWRY GLLEGED ot HE HAD DiSHRTBUIED FLYERS SAYING “DowN with FiveL,” But reporiesLy
e cHARGE GROSE FRoM His COLLECHING STONGHURES For HHE MCL's unsuccessPuL atHemPt o ogtain Leqal stafus. IN
May 1997, CvgaN autHorities seEntENCED ANG Mar7a AQramonte (ReEsPo, @ MEMBER oF fHE NationalList Action Movement
(Movimiento vE Accion NOC70NaLTs+a), {0 EiGHIEEN MoNFHS For coNtEMPE ForR auHorTEY anp Resistance +o aubority. A
(vBaN coWRt conpEMNED Ricarbo DE ARmas HERNONDEZ, @ MEMBER oF #HE PSD iN Matanzds, fo NINE MoNHHS FoR
DANGEROUSNESS TN MaY. CoNFiNED iN HHE HARSH AQUicd PRiSON, DE ARMAS REPORIEDLY SUFFERED BEGFINGS BY PRISONERS
HELD FOR CoMMON CRiMES N August. IN August 1997, 8 cowrt convictep Luis Mario Parep Estravd,, @ LEADER ofF HHE
THiREEH oF Novemeer Party “Frank Pais” (Partivo 30 ve Noviewmere “Frank Pa?s”), OF DANGEROVSNESS OND SENJENCED
HiM $0 ONE YEGR. IN SEPIEMBER, @ Havana cowrt convictep His collzacue, Maritza Lugo FErn@NDEZ OF BRiBERY, FOR
dLLeGEDLY HRYING fo PAY @ PRISON GUARD fo BRING @ PRISONER @ +APE RECORDER,

A CuBaN cowrt dLso convictep NEstor Ropriquer Logaing, HE PResENE of YoulH For Democracy ( Jovenes Por La
Démocmda), OF coNteEMPE FOR AUtHORTHY ND RESTSHING BRREST ON APRIL 10, 1997, SENFENCING HiM fo ETGHIEEN MONHHS.

IN SEP4EMBER, SEVERAL PRiSON GUARDS BEAY Him 8FFER HE BEGAN @ HUNGER SHRKE fo PRotest PRisON conpitions. ON
JINE 17, 1997, @ court sentenced Ravames (jAReia be LA VEGA, @ vice—Presivent of Youh For Democracy, $o EIGHIEEN
MONHHS FOR CONFEMPE FOR aUHHORIHY. IN Lade Juy, $HE GovernmeNnt convictep Herigerfo Leyva Robriquez, @ viee—
PRESTOENE OF HHE SAME GROVP, oF CoNTEMPE FOR aUiHORTY oF HHE Santiago couri, REPORIEDLY BASED oN His fEstiMONY
8t (Arcid ve LA VEGA's APPEAL HEGRING EBRLIER HHat MoNHH.

THE vissivENtS Convictep oF PoLiHcaL CRIMES SN 1997 JOINED oVER 800 @vpifiondl Polifical PRiSONERS iN (vgd's
EYFENSIVE PRISON SYStEM. PRISON CONDHIONS REMATNED POOR FOR 8LL TNMAYES, OND DiSSIDENFS SUFFERED PARFICULARLY

N o«



asusive fRedfMENE. PoLitical PRISONERS OFFEN SUFFERED DRAMAFIC WEIGHF Loss DUE fo MEAGER Foob RAFHIONS: SERTOLS,
OND SOMEFIMES LIFE—FHREBFENING, HEOLFH PROBLEMS DUE +0 iNSUFFICTENT MEDTCAL BHENEION: BND, IN SOME COSES, GBUSES
8t He HANPS OF GQUARDPS OR COMMON CRIMINALS, witH wHoM HHEY ROVFINELY WERE MTYED. PRISON GUFHORHHES FORCED SOME
TMPRISONED DiSSTDENTS +0 SPEND PERToDS N fSoLation cELLs, RestRicHEd HETR visits, oR FRANSFERRED HHEM FOR FROM
FaMILY MEMBERS. THE PUNTEIVE GND INFIMIDBFORY MEASWRES AGAINST PoLificdl PRISONERS $HAt CAUSED SEVERE PAIN GNP
SUFFERING vioLadep (UBa's 0BLIGAHONS UNDER fHE Convention acainst TorFRE and OFER (RUEL, INHWEAN OR DEGRADING
TREGHMENT OR PUNTSHMENY, wHicH # RAHTFIED iN 1995. ONCE QaiN, N HHE Past YEAR FHE GOVERNMEN FORBADE dccess fo
s PRISONS BY TNJERNGHIONGL HUMAN RIGHES MONTFORS OND HUMANTHARTAN GROVPS, TNCLUWING HHE INFERNGHTONAL CommiHee
of HE Rev Cross (ICRC).

Guarps a+ HHe KiLo ¢ PRISON, wHicH §s kNowN FOR THs EYFREMELY HARSH CONDTHONS, PERSISIED IN HHEIR ABUSIVE
freatvent of Jesls Clameer RobriGuez. He SUFFERED DEJERTORAFING HEALFH DUE +o CONFINEMEN} TN PUNTSHMENE CELLS,
INSUFFiciENt meDfcal aHENTION, PooR NUIRTEON, NP DENTAL oF dccess +o SUNLIGHE ForR weeks ot @ fime. Clameer
RopRIGUEZ BEGON SERVING 8 FEN—YEBR SENIENCE FOR ENEMY PROPAGANDA iN 1992, BUF CuBaN autHoriHiEs seNteENceD Him fo
FOUR MORE YEORS N 1996 FoR ContEMPE oF autHorTHY, GPPARENILY BASED ON HiS CRHICTZING PRISON CONDIHONS NP
SHOUHING “PowN wit FiveL”  Jorge Luis Gareid PEREZ, kNowN 8 ANFINEZ, wHo BEGON SERVING SEVENIEEN YEBRS FOR
ENEMY PROPAGANDE, SABOHAGE, aND “EvasioN” iN 1990, dlso RECETVED HARSH FREGIMENE FRoM PRISON AUHORIES. PRiSON
QUaRPs RESPONDED f0 ANFUNEZ'S HUINGER sHRikES, TN PRoFESE OF PRISON CONDIETONS, BY DENYING HiM FaMiLY vistts anp
MEDTCINE., IN SEPHEMBER, GUARDS & HHE (uantanamo PRison BEdd ANFUNEZ dF4ER HE CRHHCTIED HIE QOVERNMENS.

(vBaN FAILVRES +0 PROVIDE MEDiCAL cARE LEFF MANY PoLitical PRISONERS iN cRifical conoition. Omar DeL Pozo
MarRERD, @ PoctoR WHo RECETVED 8 FiFFEEN—YEGR SENTENCE iN 1992 aNp was HELD af fHe Comeinavo peEL EstE PRISON,
SUFFERED SEVERE HYPERFENSION AND MALNUWRHION IN 1997, DUE f0 iNSUFFiCTENE MEDICAL CORE, BARS ON His Access o
SUNLTGHF FOR SEVERAL WEEK PERiODS, OND RESIRICHONS ON FaMiLY visits. Prison avtiorifies af KiLo @ piv Not PRovie
EDVARDO (JOMEZ SANCHEZ, wHO was SENFENCED iN 1994 +o hwENEY YEBRS FoR TLLEGAL EXiH OND REBELLION, witl aPPROPRIGHE
fredtMENT For @ Liver ailment fHat furNED His SkiN YELLow GNP CAUSED voMTFING, DIBRRHED, OND WETGHT Loss.

(ved’s eFForts fo SHFLE criticism REACHED NSTPE PRISON waLLS @S WELL, WHERE PRISONERS PROFESHING TNHUMBNE
freatvent Facep Re{ALIAFORY MEASURES, INCLUDING BEBFINGS, TSOLBEiON, BND CRiMINGL PRosECUHion. ON Janvary 21, 1997,
a8 CugdN cowrt convictep Victor ReINALDo INFANFE EsHRAPE, wHoM 8@ CuBAN MILTARY colrRE sentENCED fo HHRFEEN YEBRS
iN PRISON IN 1992, $0 ONE @oDiHioNGL YEAR For ContemMPE oF auori#Y. THE cowr BasEd INFante Estravd’s seconp
SENFENCE ON HiS DENOUNCING 8BVsES 8t HHE AQUica PRISON, WHERE HE waS HELD. [N M@y, wHEN HE DEMANDED MPROVED
MEDicaL JREGIMENE, HHE PRISON AUHHORHES PUNISHED HimM AGEIN, BY CONFINING HimM f0 ON iSoL8¥ioN CELL FOR OVER ONE
MONTH.

SECWRHY FORCES HARASSED AND ARBIIRARILY DEFATNED SCORES oF NONViOLENT dctivists iN fHe Past YEAR. (oVERNMENS
REPRESSTON FOUCHED BROOD SECHORS OF CiviL SOCTERY, INCLUDING OCAPEMICS, HUMAN RiGHFS activists, LABOR ORGANTZERS,
RELIGTOUS LEADERS, YoUH GROUPS, 8NP UNOFFiciaL PoLifical Pariies. CuBaN autHorTHiES NotIFTED MANY DissToEnts HHat fHey
WERE 8 Risk oF €RIMINGL PROSECUEONS F HHEY Db Not 8BANPON FHETR “coUntER—REVOLUETONGRY” Activities or LEave Hig
coNFRY. Activists FlLep (UBA iN RESPONSE 4o fHESE WARNINGS, TNCLUDING MiGUEL ANGEL ALbaNd, @ LEAvER ofF Hie
Martiana Civie Association (Asociacion Civica MawaNa), wHo LEFE For HE UNifED States SN APRIL 1997, aF+er Cugan
autorities HHREGFENED HiM with 8@ FOUR—YEAR SENJENCE FOR DANGEROUSNESS. (UBA EMPLOYED DIVERSE MEHODS {0 CoNfRoL
DISSTPENT GROUPS: CONDUCHING UNBUHORTZED SEBRCHES: FIRING EMPLOYEES; SETZING FaY MACHINES GND PHotoCOPTERS: MAKING
UNSUPPORIED ALLEGAETONS OF Links BEhweEN dckivists anp $errorists (sPeciFically ReqarpiNG HHE ELEVEN Bomes Hat
farGEtED (VBON FoWRiS DESHNGHONS BEFWEEN APRIL GnD SEPHEMEER): aND, DENYING DiSSiPEN? GRoUPS aNY LEGaL
RECOGNHHION. THE GOVERNMENS ALSO HETGHIENED HARASSMENT OF HOMOSEYVALS, RAIDING SEVERAL NiGHFCLUBS kNowN fo Have
Qay cLienteLE anp ALLEGEDLY BEALING aND DETAINING DOZENS oF PAERONS.

OrFiciaL iNtent +o SILENCE DiSSENEING VOICES was GLARINGLY MANTFESE SN HHE JuLy 15, 1997 pEfENFIONS OF Four
PROMINENY, NONVIOLENE LEGDERS oF HIE INFERNGL Dissivents’ Working GRovP ((RUPo be TRABAI0 DE LA DISTPENCTA INFERNG,
1) ProFESSOR FELY Antonio BONNE (arcasses, Economists Mar+a Beatriz Roque CageLLo anp VLaviMiRo Roca Antinez,



ano aHoRNEY RENE (JomeEz Manzano. ON May 5, HHE GROVP HELD @ wWELL—GHENDED PRESS CONFERENCE ENCOVRAGING @
BoycoH oF ELECHONS PLONNED FoR LAHE 1997. IN JUNE, FHE GTDI fssuep @ statement FiHLev JHE MoHHERLOND BELONG'S #o
A (La Patria es ve 75905), wHicH cHaLLengep (uBd's EYCLUSIVE RECOGNTION oF ONE Polifical Parey.  Cugan
autoriHies cateqorizEd HE DiSSTENES’ PEACEFUL PRotESES @S “countER—REVOLUEONGRY CRiMES.” At fiiis wRIHING, HHE
FOUR LEBDERS REMATN TN PRISON FACING PoSSTBLE fRTAL FOR ENEMY PROPAGONDD ONP REVEALING SHIHE SECREFS, REPORFEDLY
agovt e CueaN ELEcHorAL sysiem.

(uBd conFINVED f0 EYERCTSE SERict conRoL OVER LBBOR RIGHES DURING 1997, REFUSING 40 OLlow FHE FORMAHION oF
aNY TNDEPENDENE UNfonS.  THE ForeioN INvestMent Law REQUIRED ALL iNvEStoRs +o HIRE EMPLoYEES HIROVGH HE
GOVERNMENS—CONFROLLED EMPLOYMENT GGENCY, wHicH GPPARENILY SELECHED SOME wWORKERS BASED ON PoLiHical viewPoiNts.

INDEPENDENF LABOR activists FACED GovERNMENE HORAsSMENE. State security aGeNts INFERRoGEFED MANVEL ANtonio
BRHo LoPE7, HE SECREFARY GENERAL For HIE UNTON oF INDEPENDENE WoRkeERS (UNTON DE TRABAJAPORES INDEPENDIENTES), IN
Havana on JuLy 12, aovising Him fo ResHRICE His MovemeEnt WNHL Auaust 6, $ig FiNAL paY ofF HiE INFERNGHONAL WoRLD
FestivaL of Youtd ane SHuents.

IN PreParation For e OctoBer 1997 FiFH Communist Par#y CoNGREss, IN Late May HHE GOVERNMENT RELEASED @
PosHioN PAPER $THLED JHE FarREY oF INi#y, Democracy, ave Human Ficrts Hiat we Derenp, wiicH Praised (vgd's
LLEGEDLY SPOLESS HUMAN RiGHES RECORD. YEY, HIE DocuMENE caLLed VPoN HiE “4RWLY FrRee” Press fo “Guarantes e
conFINVHY OF socialist, PatRiofic, anp anti—iMPERTALISE foEas anp vaLues, anp HHE RevoLulion HSELF..”  MEaNnwHiLE,
HE GoverRnvENE MANTFESIED TfS DiSPAIN FOR GENUVINE PRESS FREEDOMS HHROUGHOUE fHE YEAR. IN JuLy, Cvean auiHorifies
sentencep Lorento Paer NOREZ, @ JoVRNALISH with HHE HaBana Press aaeney iN PiNaR beL Rio, +o EigHigen MontHS FoR
CoNteMPE OND DEFOMBFION OF HHE POLICE, BASED ON HiS HAVING REPORIED OLLEGED POLICE BBUSES.

(vgaN AVHHoRTHTES RELTED HEBVILY ON BoFH SHoRF—OND LoNG—1ERM DEFENEIONS fo iNFIMIDBHE JoVRNDLISTS., AvHHoriHiES
petained HEctor Peraza LiNares, He co—pirector oF Hagana Press, IN PINGR PEL Rio oN JUNE 23, ONLY RELEASING Him
iN SEPfemBeR. RalL Rivero, HHe HEAD oF (UBA PRESS, wis ARRESHED oN JULY 28 anp August 12, CugaN autHorities FReED
(vBd Press JowRNAList EFREN MarRHNEZ PULGARON IN MID—SEPIEMBER, witHout CHBRGES, FolLowing His Avaust 13
pEFENFION. (UBA EMPLOYED OHHER DissVasive factics as weLl, ON Fegruary 26, e avhHoriHiES HARASSED TaNTA QUiNtERD
OND HER COLLEAGVE AND LVisa BAET, of (Ugd PRESS, with “REPWIakion MEEFNGS” (MANES DE REFUD) IN wHICH GROVPS
OF VP 4o ST GovERNMENE SYMPatHiZERS GAHHERED oVWISTDE fHE WOMEN'S HOMES, HHROWING 0BJECHS anD SHOVEING
criticisms. Following @ Fegruary 21 arrest, Jodauin Torres ALvarez, HHE piRector oF HHagana Press, was Beaten iN May
BY SEVERAL ASSOILANES wHom HE LaHER TENFIFTED 8s MEMBERS oF HHE SHate SECURTEY FORCES OND REPRESENTHIVES OF His
NETGHBORHoob'S CommuNistH ParEy oFFice.

THE GOVERNMENS PERMIHED @ SMALL NWMBER oF PERMANEN} INFERNGHONGL NEws BUREAUS fo oPERASE N (uBd,
INCLWDING, @S oF MarcH 19, HHE U.S.—8asED CABLE NEWwsS NEFWORK, (CNN). WHILE #HE U.S. GOVERNMEN} GPPROVED LICENSES FOR
NiNE @ppitionaL mepid 4o oPEN (uBd BURedus, FHE (VBN GOvERNMENS D> Not dllow HHESE comPanies +o vo so. IN
Fegruary 1997, NEw REGULAFIONS GRANFED CUBAN AUHHORTHES HHE RIGHF $0 REPRIMAND OR wWitHPRAW CREDENHALS FROM
FOREIGN REPORIERS wHo HAP FOTLED fo pEMONSERAE “oBIECHIVitY,” AccurRateLy RePResent HHE Facts, orR comMPLY with
JovrNaListic ediics.,

AvvifionaL CuaN LEGEAL iNTHIA4IVES FURHER NARROWED HHE EYERCTSE OF FREE EYPRESSION, 8SSoCiaion, aND MoveMENt.
IN Decemger 1996, (B Passed HHE Law REGFFTRMING Cugan Dianily anp Sovereiondy (Ley ve Rearirmacion ve L@
Dianiva> ¥ SoBerand (VBANGS, also kNowN ds e (ag Law). A RESPONSE +o HiE HeLms—Burfon Law, wHicH FiQHtENED
e U.S. emBaRGo, HE Law cRedfED BRoAD RESTRICHIONS ON FREE EYPRESSION, CRIMINOLIZING EVEN HHE GPPEGRONCE OF
SUPPoRY For U.S. PoLicigs, CuBaN AUHHORTHES HIEN TNSTSTED ON PUBLIC MANTFESTAFIONS oF SUPPORYE FOR HHE Law. IN EBRLY
1997, #HE GOVERNMENF CiRCUL@tED @ PRo—Law PEFIFioN, FHE DecLaration of HHE Mameises of e Twentietl (entury
(DecLaracion ve Los Maveises beL Sialo YY, HiE “maveises” Fouant For Cugan TNPEPENDENCE), $0 MASS ORGANIZAHONS,
SeHools, UNTVERSTHES, anp workPLACES, ON APRIL 7, Cugan autoriHes BrigFLY petaines FiveL Emilio Agel Tamavo, Hie
FOHER OF ONE OF SEVERAL SCHOOLCHILDREN wHo HAD REFUSED fo SiGN HHE DECLARAHiON N MarcH.

IN APRIL, Cugd exfENDED Tts contRoL ovER cifizEns’ MoveMENtS wit HHE PASSAGE oF DECREE 217, wHicH DiRected



oL evt “Leqal” resivents fo Leave Havana. Presient CastRo Praisep He INHaHVE'S Potential For MiNiMiZiNG
“INDISCTPLINE.” BY Late APRIL, HHE oFFicial CUBAN PRESS ONNOUNCED HHat FHE GOVERNMENF HAp REFURNED MORE HHaN 1,600
“LLeqaL resients” oF Havana to HETR HoME PROVINCES “USING PERSVASVE MeEfHops.” (vBd also REHAINED Tis
PROUTBIHON ON UNGPPROVED EMIGRAFTON and conFINUED +o PRosecude For “fllegal eyit.” IN OctoBer 1996, CugaN
avilorifies sentencep ABEL DENTS AMBROTSE SANVILLE Yo FOURIEEN MoNHHS FoR fLLEGAL EX7H.

(vga attemPier fo wedken UNifep Nations HwvaN RiGHES MeEcHanisms.  As 4 Hav iN 1996, CvBd PUSHED FoR @
NORROWER MANDAHE FoR FHE UN. WORKING (ROVP ON ARBIHRARY DEFENHIONS, wHiCH PREVIOUSLY HAp CENSURED Cuga. At Hie
Huvan RicHts CommissionN’s FiFHY—HIiRD SESSTON N (ENEVA TN MaRcH ano APRIL 1997, (VB SUCCESSFULLY Loggied 4o
restRict HE WORKING GROVP'S scoPe, (VBA ALso Co—SPONSORED @ RESOLVFHON VRGING MEMBER states Not +o emPLoY
COERCIVE ECONOMIC OR PoLitical MEBSVRES AGAINSt COUNFRTES N RESPONSE +0 NEGHHIVE HUMAN RIGHES PRractices.,

The Right to Monitor
THE GOVERNMENT BARRED INFERNGHTONGL HUMBN RiCHES GROVPS™ Access +o HE COUNFRY, @S wELL @S dccess By He ICRC anp
#e UN. SPeciaL Rapporiewr. [N SEPtEMBER 1997 Human RigHis Watc REQUESIED PERMISSTON +o CoNpUCH INDEPENDENS
investigation N (uBA, HAVING BEEN DENTED access SiNCE 1995, IN OctoBer, HHE REQUESE WS DENTED.

OviLia Collazo VaLoEs, HE Presivent of HIE Pro Huwvan Ricuts Party (Partivo Pro Derechos Humanos, PPDH),
SWFFERED REPEBIED ORRESHS DWRING 1997, s bib oHER PPDH mEMBERS, iNCLWing Mare Moya Gomez ano Jorge Luis
Rovriquez. ON Octoger 23, @ CuaN courE iN SaNtA (LARA CoNvICIED ELEVEN MEMBERS OF HHE PPDH oF “dssociatioN fo
commit crivinaL acts” (Bsociacion PaRA PELINGUIR) anp “DISUBEDTENCE,” Wit SENFENCES RANGING FROM ONE YEGR OF
House arrest (Mara FeLicsa Mata Macnava) 10 ONE GNP ONE—HALF YEAR SN PRISON oR 8F @ PRiSON work camp (JosE
Antonio ALvaravo ALMEIDG, [LENG PENALVER DUQUE, Rovana ALina CarPio Mata, LiLian Meneses Martingz, ArELis Fleites
MENpEZ, MaRLis VELAZQUET APaRicio, IVAN LEMa Romero, DaniLo Santos MEnbez, \icente (areia Ramos, ano JosE ManveL
Yera Meneses). THe 4RiAL occVRRED aFAER HHE dckivists HELD @ HUNGER SERIKE o PRofest HHE QovERNMENE'S DEFENFION
oF anoter PPDH memger, DauvLa CarPio Matd. THE JUDGE REPORFEDLY LLoweD HHE DEFENSE BHHORNEY LESS HHaN feN
MiNviES fo PRESENE fEStiMONY FRoMm aLL of HHE peFeNpants. On Octoger 29, HHE covri sentencep (arPio Mata fo
SHEEN MONTHS INFERNMENT TN @ wWORK €BMP FoR 8ssauLt, FOLLOWING HER oUESPOKEN cRiticisms oF aN EBRLIER +RiaL.

RENE (OMET Manzano, On BHORNEY with HHE AcRoMontista Crrent (Corriente AcRomontista), @ LecaL pEFense
GROVP, GNP LEADER oF HIE INFERNAL DiSSTENtS’ WorRKING GROVP, REMAINS iN DEFENFION 8F i wRIHING. AFFER REPEAIED
PRiOR DENTALS, (UBA GRANFED ELTZARDO SANCHET Santacryz, HHE LEADER oF HHE CuBaN Commission For Human Ricits anp
NationaL ReconeiLiation (Comision CuBanG PaRA Los DERECHos Humanos ¥ LA ReEconeiLiacion NOC?ONaL) PERMISSTON FOR
iNFERNGETONDL FRAVEL TN EBRLY 1997 BND Dip dllow HiM fo REFURN fo (ugd. ON May 30, He (uBAN GOVERNMENY DEFAINED
Shneier's €oLLedaVe, MoisEs RopriGUEZ QUEZANE, FOR SEVENFY—Hwo HOWRS, WORNING HiM fo BBANPON HiS woRk OR LEGVE
(Cvea.

The Role of the
International Community

United Nations

IN NovemBER 1996, $HE (ENERAL AssemBLY acain votes o convemn HE U.S. emMBARGo against (vga. IN APRIL 1997, hie
FiFty—Hiirp session of HHE UN. Human Ricits Commission aGaiN CENSURED CUBAN HUMAN RiGHES PRACHCES, As SN PRiOR
yEBRs, CUBA DisMisSED HHE RESOLVETON @S SLANDERoVS, (VBA'S EFFuRES, DESCRIBED 8BovE, Y0 WEABKEN UN. HUWMAN RiGHEs
MECHANTSMS MEF WitH SOME Success. THE GOvERNMENSE REFUSED 40 dllow fHE SPeCiaL RaPPorRIEVR on (UBA, SWEDiSH
piPLomat CarRL—JoHaN GRotH, $o conpuet IN—countRY RESEBRCH, BUF HE NONEHHELESS PROVIDED EYCELLENY COVERAGE OF
(vgaN HUMAN RiGHES DEVELGPMENTS,

Organization of American States



IN MareH, Hie INFER—AMERTCAN Commission oN Human Ricits fssuep @ pefaiLep RePort oN (LBd's LAck oF CoMPLiaNCE
witH HHe AMERTCAN CoNVENEION ON Human RicHts. ACkNOWLEDGING +Hat HHE CUBAN GOVERNMENE wis EYCLUDED FRoM HHE
iNFER—AMERTCON system iN 1962, HHE commissioN NoNetHELESS s#ressep Hat HHe CvBaN state retained its oBLiGations
to WPHoLD iNFERNGHONAL HUMON RIGHFS SHINPORPS FoR i PoPULatioN.

European Union

ON Decemeer 2, 1996, HHE EVRoPEAN UNTON (EU.) CoweiL oF Ministers avoPden a NEw, SERONGER Policy fowarp (uga,
knowN 8s HE “commoN Position,” +o “ENCOVRAGE @ PROCESS oF fRANSTHON 40 PLIRALISH DEMOCRACY NP RESPECH FOR
HUMAN RIGHES GND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS....” THE PoLiCY MADE FULL ECONOMTC COoPERAHON CONDTHONAL ON HUMAN RiGHES
MPROVEMENES, INCLUDING PENBL CODE REFORM, HHE RELEASE oF PoLifical PRISONERS, ON END +0 HORASSMENF oF DiSSTRENTS,
e RatiFicatioNn oF INFERNGHIONOL HUWMAN RiGHFS CONVENEIONS, OND RESPECH FoR fHE FREEDOMS OF SPEECH OND
association. WHEN S REVIEW OF PoLifical anp ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENIS iN (UBA REVEALED No NoFABLE PROGRESS, ON
JUNE 26, HE EU. RENEWED HHE COoMMON PosifioN For aN aopifional siy MontHs. UNForFuNBHELY, EWRGPEAN FNVESHORS iN
(vgd, ds weLL ds Canavians anp ofHERS, FAILED +o apoP4 EFFECEivE SIRAFEGTES +0 ENSURE RESPECE FOR LABOR RiGHES N
HHETR CUBAN WORKPLACES, WHERE GOVERNMENA—DOMINGSED PRoJECES DENTED BASTC RiGHES OF FREE BsSociafion D SPEECH,

Canada

(anavd’s ROLE @S @ LEBVING FOREIGN INVESTOR iN (uBA PROVIDED i+ witH TMPoRIANI LEVERAGE FOR PRESSWRING (ued fo
MAKE GENVINE HUMAN RiGHFS REFORMS DWRING 1997. YE4, Canavd’s Most STONTFicaNt HuMaN RiGHES INFHiative, HHE Janvary
1997 JoiNt pECLARAFION BERWEEN HHE CANGDiaN aNb (UBAN FORETGN MINTSIRIES, TNCLUDED No CONCREFE GQENDPA FOR
iMPROVEMENES SN CUBAN HUMAN RiGHEs PrActCES, RELYING oN HHE PRINCTPLE oF “EFFECHTVE SNFLUENCE,” HHE 8CCORD, wWHicH
dlso OPPRESSED FORETGN TNVESTMENT, fayation, BANKING, ONv ofHER fssues, Provibed +Hat Cvgd ano Canavd woulp
COOPERMHE ON HUMAN RIGHES TSSUES BY HOLDING SEMINGRS, $RATNING JUPGES, anp “Everancling] eyperiences” reLevant 4o
Cued’s iNtENt fo SUPPORE @ citizeN's coMPLATNF comMission. UNFORFUINBIELY, HHE CUBAN GOVERNMENY, wHicH DEFAINED
SEVERAL DISSTRENES DURING HHE NEGOHAFIONS, SHOWED LiHLE STaN of +aking HHE dccorp sERjovsLy. A Cvgan ForeioN
MiNistRY sPokesman stafep fHat “if is @ sLatant eacceration fo say fHat HHe INCLUSTON oF HHE TSSUES OF HuMaN
RiGHES N @ BROAD GNP DIVERSE JoINF DECLARAFTON with (ANGPE MPLIES HHE EXSIENCE OF PRoBLEMS iN fHiS REGERD ON
He istane.” At Hilis wWRIHING, HHE J0TNF 8CCoRD HAS RESUFED TN INFORMAL BILAFERAL +aLks oN HUMAN RiGHIs IN Havana
EORLY iN FHE YEOR, CLOSED SEMINGRS ON CHILDREN'S GNP WOMEN'S RiGHFS N M@y 8ND JUNE, 8ND PREPARAHORY MEELINGS
REGORPING LEGAL REFORMS OGN 8 (VBN CifizEN CoMPLAINY COMMISSTON.

United States

IN He Past vear, HHE U.S. GoverRNMENE could Not Point fo HuMaN RigHEs Gains N CuBA BRISING FRoMm ifs anacHRoNistHC
HiRFY—YEBR PoLicy of fsoLation. PReSTENE CLINfON BckNowLEPGED fHat fHE PoLicy Hap FATLED TN APRIL, WHEN HE NotED
Hja+ Hie emMBARGO HAP Not CREGFED “ON APPRECTABLE CHANGE N HHE CUBAN REGTME..." THE EMBARGO, WHICH waS SOLIDTFIED
iIN 1996 with HE PAsSAGE oF HHE CuBaN LiBEREY anp Democratic SoLivarity Act (aLso knowN as fHE HeLms—Burion
Law), contiNveD fo rRestRict HHE RiGHES fo FREE EYPRESSTON OND associdtioN anv HHE FreevoM fo fRavel getweeN fHe
U.S. ane Cuga, Hus vioLating ArticLe 19 oF HHe INFERNAFIONGL Covenant oN Civil ane Polifical Ricis, @ freaty ratiFien
By Hg Unitep SHates. TrHe CoverRnmENE'S GRANFING OF 4EN Licenses PERMIHING U.S. mMeEDTA oviLets fo oPerdte iN Cuga
was @ Positive step, gut stiLL rReFLected +iGHE GovERNMENE CONFROL OVER COMMUNTCHION BEFWEEN FHE F1v0 COUNTRITES.

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

Human Rights Developments



THE DOMINICAN GOVERNMENT CoMMIHED SERjOUS HUMAN RiGHIS BBUSES DURING PRESTDENY LEonEL FErRnGNDET REING'S First
YEBR TN POWER, POLiCE OND MEMBERS OF HIE MILiFARY USED EYCESSIVE FORCE AGATNST CRIMINGL SUSPECES, PRISONERS, GNP
INDIVIDVALS POREICTPAEING TN PEACEFUL PUBLiC DEMONSTRAFIONS, GNP ROVEINELY vioLGED DUE PROCESS RIGHES. DoMiNiCaN
PRISONERS, PARFICULARLY MINORS, SUFFERED N DEPLORABLE CONDHIONS, GNP SOME 85 PERCENF OF DEFATNEES WERE HELD
witHout 1R7AL, MANY FOR LONG PERTODS.

On Fegruary 23, PoLice Redcting $0 @ DiSHURBANCE IN HHE A7V@ PRISON REPORIEDLY KILLED FHREE UNGRMED BOYS iN
cold BLoob. Two POLICE LIEVIENGNES, ONE NGMED MENDET GNP ANOFHER KNowN 8S “ComERE,” REPORFEDLY LiNED UP HiiE
SEVENJEEN—YEBR—0LD BoYS, RoBErto RaFAEL CorPORAN, JosE IoNacio Pavano NUNEZ, anp JosE Pareves (UITERREZ, acainst
N INIERTOR woOLL oF fHE PRiSON aNb FiRep REPEAIEDLY 84 fHEM wWitH SHotQWNS, KILLING fHEM wWHILE ofHER iNMatES
PLEADED FOR HHE HHREE YoutHs' Lives. THE GOVERNMENE OPENED AN TNVESHGAHON, INTHALLY coneLuping HHat HHe Furee
BoYs HAv BEEN KiLLED wWHILE FRYING {0 EScAPE HHE PRiSON, BUE HavE Not RELEASED FiNaL REsULES oF ifs INQUiRY af HHis
WRTHING.

ON Novemger 18, 1996, @t LEAst ONE—HUNDRED HEAVILY—BRMED DoMiNTCAN PolLice ENJERED @ squaHers’ sefflement
kNowN 8s “EL CaFE,” oN HIE ouiskirts oF Santo DomingGo, +o Evict GPPROYIMBFELY 600 FaMmiLies. THE Police FiRep
WEAPONS OND FE8R QaS, woUNDING @t LEdst feN Resibents. ONeE Police oFFicerR REPORIEDLY Firep at ALFrepo D'OLeo
ENCARNACTION, wHo was UNBRMED GND SHANDING ON His Patio, KILLING HiM. THE GovERNMENY HAs Not concLwep s
iNVESHQatioN oF HHe EL CAFE iNcibent 8t HHis wRIHING.

DOMINICAN SECWRTHY FORCES USTING EYCESSTVE FORCE KILLED ovER HHTRFY oFHER INDIVIDVALS N HE Past YEGR. THE Police
AND MILTHARY TNVOLVED N SHOOFINGS FREQUENILY TNVOKED HHE DEFENSE +Hat HHEY HAP BEEN FiRED UPON BEFORE SHOOFING,
BUF WIHNESSES OFFEN CONFRADTCHED HIETR BcCounts. AMONG HHESE cases, o MareH 7, armyY Sat. Roserto Reves FamiLia
Was RIDING His Motoreyele iN Santo DoMINGO WHEN @ VEHTCLE SToE—swiPeED Him. Reves FamiLia Firep 8t e venicle,

JLLING ANfonfo Santos (aragaLlo. ON SEPIEMBER 26, PoLiCE SNVOKED SELF—DEFENSE N HHE DEAHHS oF o SusPEctED
criMiNALS IN FHE CaPotillo REQTON oF Santo Domingo, BUF ONLOOKERS ALLEGEDLY SBw Police SHoot HIE susPects aFfer
HEY Hav LaT> DowN HIETR WEAPONS. IN M@y, PoLice conpucting @ PRUG RAD N (APotiLlo ALLEGEDLY Stw JosE Ramirez
Swillow @ PAckaGe oF crack cocdine, As HE Police gedt Him with HHETR wEAPONS, RamiRez BegaN +o Foam ot Hie
MoUH GNP Lost CONSCioUSNESS. THE Police Lert RamiRer at HE SCENE. HE piEp HHREE HOVRS LAHER, 8S NETGHBORS WERE
JRANSPORFING HiM 40 @ HosPHAL. WHILE HHE TMMEDTAtE cause oF RamiRez’s pEAH REMAINED UNCERFIN, POLICE USED
EYCESSIVE FORCE TN BEGHNG HiM GNP WERE NEGLIGENF iN FAILING o PROVIDE HiM witH MEDjCAL dssistance.

PoLice REPORIEDLY f0RFURED SEVERAL DEFAINEES SN fHE Past yedr. ON Janvary 27, Police arrester RamoN Vizcaino
N His wiFe Rosie Cuevas IN Vicenie NoBLe anp FRANSPorRIED fHem fo fHe NatioNOL Police HE@pQUaRiERS N Santo
Domingo. ON HHREE 0ccasions ovER Fwo paYS, 0FFiCERS N HHE RoBBERY DEPARIMENT BEGH VizcdiNo, VSING @ BdsegdLL gat
aND GRABBING His festicles, wHiLE iNsisEING fHat He avmit +o assisHING witH GN EscaPe PLAN For HHe Monte PLata
PRISON. THE POLICE HHEN HELD HiM FOR OVER ONE MONH, witHout PROVIDING HiM witH MEDTCAL FREGHMENS FOR TNIVRTES FROM
He BEAFINGS, INCLUDING @ HERNTA. PoLice aLso REPORFEDLY FORFURED SEVERAL SUSPECES BY HANGING FHEM BY HANPCUFFS
OR FHUMB SCREWS FOR EYFENDED PERODS GND DENYING HHEM Foob, wBHER, NP dccess {0 foilets.

DoMINTCAN POLICE ROVEINELY TGNORED DUE PROCESS PROFECHONS, SUCH 8S PROVIDING ACCESS $0 LAWYERS BND OBSERVING
He FoRF—EIGHI—HOWR LimMit ON HOLDING DEFAINEES N POLiCE Lock—UPs. THEY dlso GRBHMRARILY DEFAINED CRimiNAL
susPects’ Family MEMBERS @S Hostages, fo ENtice e susPects fo RN FHEMSELVES §N. Police petdiNed Ramona Pozo,
He SevENBY—YEAR—0LD MotIER oF RaMON Pozo, FoR HHREE pays N JULY, UNHL HER SON SURRENDERED to PoLice N Haina.

DoMiNicaN BUHORTHTES USED EYCESSIVE FoRCE @F SEVERAL PugLic pEmMonsiRations. ON APRIL 24, @ Pedcerul
PEMONSHRAFION MARKING HHE 1965 U.S. iNvasioN oF HHE DoMinicaN REPUBLIC was DISRUPAED BY SHots FiRED FRoM @ Navy
MINTBUS. SATLoRS SHot JosELiV PERDOMO FHROVGH HHE BACk oF HHE LEQ OND WOUNDED SEVERAL 0HHER DEMONSERAFORS. Police
OPENED FiRE ON FHE NONVIOLENE cRowb 8 @ Sanfo Domingo RALLY 8GaINSt RiSING FELEPHONE RAMES IN JUNE, LEAVING
ARACEL] PENSON NP VTRFWES ALVAREZ witH INJURIES FROM SHORGUN BLASES GNP WOUNDING SEVERAL OHHERS.

Late N HHE YEBR, PoLice commiHED SERTOUS HUMAN RIGHES vioLations N RESPONSE 4o NaHONWIDE PRofESES OF



PeRSisIENE Power oufages. ON OctoBer 22, Police REPORIEDLY GRRESTED DaMiAN Epis PAREDES, wHo was PEMONSTRAFING
iN Sanfo DoMINGo, SEVERELY BEGH Him GND HHEN EYECUIED Him with SEVERAL SHots, INCLUDING ONE iN His Mout. THE same
Y, PoLiCE APPARENILY EMPLOYED ENCESSIVE FORCE WHEN HHEY FIRED NUMEROUS $E8R GAS CANTSTERS iNto @ DEMONSTRATION,
LeaviNg fo HHe vEdfH BY AsPHYYiatioN ofF HHIRIEEN—YEAR—OLD MARLENE VORGAS SANIANG, wHO waS TN HER NEGRBY HoME.
HuNbREDS OF DoMiNicAN Bctivisks wWERE BREHRARILY DEFIINED SN APPAREN' GOvERNMENE EFFoREs fo QEf Profest
ORGANTZERS OFF HHE STREEFS PRiOR f0 @ PLANNED NovEMBER NationaL SRike.

A BOckLoG OF CRIMINGL COSES LEFF H1HE PRISONS EYFREMELY OVERCROWDED: DURING 1997, 85 PERCENT oF e DoMinicaN
PRISON PoPULAHON oF GPPROYIMAIELY 12,000 PRISONERS HAP NEVER BEEN FRIED. PRISONERS ROVEINELY SHRUGGLED 0 Finp
SUFFICIENT NUIRTHTON GND @ PLACE +o SLEEP, LIVED N FiLEHY, DANGEROUS CONDIHONS, OND RECEIVED INSUFFICTENT MEDjCAL
CORE. THE PoLicE aND MILTGRY GUHHORTHES CHARGED with RUNNING HHE COUNIRY'S PRISONS RECEIVED No SPECTALTZED
FRAINING. THE DIFFicuLE conpiHoNS LED $o SEVERAL PRiSON Riots. ON JWNE 5, pefdinees aF HHE Mao PRISON RioFED N
PROFESE OF POOR CONDTHONS OND CORRUPHON, TNCLUDING HHE REPORFED SELLING OF TNFIRMARY CELLS {0 HEALFHY PRISONERS
For VP fo 3,000 PESOS (Us. $231). AFIER @ Few paYs oF NeGotiations, PoLice soRMED HHE PRISON, INJURING DOZENS OF
DEFAINEES. POLTCE WOUNDED SHHEEN—YEBR—0LD> JORGE SANFIAGo CONFRERES, WHo waS CONFINED +0 8N TSoLaHioN CELL BN
UNGRMED, with @ sHotauN BLast. ANoHHER Youl, seveNEEN—YEAR—OLD Ebw@RP Moises Si PENG, was sHot iN fHe Back.

SHUNNING fravesties oF Justice ResSWLIED FRom HHE Jupicial system’s wWEBKNESSES, PREVALENF CORRUPHON, anp
JRAONSFERS OF DEFATNEES FAR FRoM HHETR HOMES, wHICH PROHTBIFED MoSt PRISONERS FROM GENVINE OCCESS $0 LAWYERS OND
He cowris. Scores oF PEFAINEES SPENE MONFHS OND YEORS TN DOMINICAN PRISONS witHout BEING FRED OR FOUND GUILHY
OF ONY CRIME. PRISONERS wHo HBP BEEN CONFINED +0 DOMINICAN PRISONS FOR EYCEPEONALLY LONG PERTODS witHout $RidL
iNCLUDED: JENGM RamiRez Qaanbo, wHo was PEFAINED iN 1997 Buf Never sentenced (His 1RTAL FoR HoMICTDE REMBINED IN
he investiqation PHasE); RoFoeL Sosa FELYY, wHo was Detained without #R7AL SiNCE APRIL 199 Marino pe L@ Rosa
BELIREN, wHO was DEFAINED N 1991 witHoud cHARGEs aND VALENHN ALMONIE ¥ ALMONIE, wHo was BRRESTED SN Marey 1994
BW WHUSE CBSE FiLE HAp BEEN Lost. CONDEMNED PRISONERS FACED @ppiHional TMPEDIMENES., ALHHOVGH @ CoWR¥ ORDERED
LiBerty For RaFaeL OrLANDO (AMINERO (UERRER0 ON APRIL 26, 1991, WHEN HE CoMPLE4ED His NINERY—DAY sEntEncE N La
Vickoria For POINFING @ stoLeN <ar, auioriHES Hav FaiLep fo FREE HiM as oF August 1997, Ramon ve La Rosa Pequero
was conbEMNED fo STY MoNtHs N La Victoria anp @ 1,500 Peso ($115) FINE TN MarReH 1995, le coMPLERED His $iME N
SePfemMBER 1995 aNp P> His FiNe But, aF HHis wRIHING, SHLL awdits @ Jwicial oRPER FREEING HiM.

DoMiNicON AVHHORTHTES FATLED f0 PROVIDE MiNORS, HHE PRISON system’s most VULNERABLE PoPULAtioN, with
aPPROPRIAIE cARE. IN vioLatioN of HHe UNHeD Nations Convention oN HE RigHts ofF e GHiLo, @ +reaty ratiFier gy HHie
DominicaN Repuelic, HiEe GoVvERNMEN} CONFINED HUNDREDS OF MINORS, BotH Convicts anD HHoSE TN PREVENEIVE DEFENFION,
N ULt PRiSONS, OND NEGLECHED o PRoVIDE Hem witd SUPFICiENt Protection, Epucation, orR ReddgiLitation. THe
GOvERNMENE'S PURPORIED EvALUBHION CENTER FOR MiNORS, (As8 ALBERGUE, wis HHE STHE oF SERTOVS GBUSES, INCLWING @
NovEMmBER 1996 iNCivENt Hat LeF+ JUaN PaBLo Meving anp Ricarbo TORRES DEAP WHEN POLICE REFUSED o RELEASE HHE BoYS
FRoM HHETR CELLS pESPHHE 8 MaHRESS FIRE IN HHE 8RED. IN MaY 1997, PoLice 8t #HE CENYER WERE ONGERED BY aN
RGUMENT witH sEventEEN—YEBR—oLD (BRLoS DE LA (RVz SEVERiING. STY OFFICERS BEGE HimM withH BASEBALL Bafs, INCLWDING
BLows 40 His GENTHALS aND NECk. THE BBUSES OF DEFAINED MINORS HIGHLIGHIED $HE GOVERNMENE'S COMPLEYE FAILURE, SINCE
1994, +0 ENFORCE @ NEw MiNORS CODE.

THe Law Acainst INFRAFOMILIAR VIOLENCE, wHiCH was ENactep info Law N FEBRUARY, RESULIED SN @ HANPFUL OF
convickions Late IN HIE YEBR. THE Low TNCREGSED SANCEONS FOR DOMESEIC ViOLENCE GNP TMPROVED PROCEDURAL
PROFECHONS FOR VietMs oF FOMILY ViOLENCE.

Hartians CoNFINVED 40 SUFFER DISCRIMINGFORY FREGHVMENT BY HHE DOMINICAN GovERNMENT. More HHan 21,000 Hartians
WERE EYPELLED iN 1997. THE DOMINICAN MILHARY CARRIED out @ PARFCULARLY INFENSE camPaiaN iN FEBrUARY ano Marer,
DURING WHFCH SOLPTERS N SOME cases FaiLep o ResPect Hig Haitians’ pue PRocess RiGHEs, BEGH DEFAINEES, AND wOULD
Not dllow Det@iNEES f0 NoFIFY FaMiLY MEMBERS oF HHEIR EYPULSTON. DoMiNiCaN uHHoRTHES dlso DEPORIED SEVERAL
DoMiNTCaNS, FFER DISREGARDING POCUMENES DEMONSTRAEING HHETR citizENsHiP. ON SEPFEMBER 23, DoMINICAN SOLDIERS
arRResHED MANVEL ANFonio EstEgan Fermin, @ Dominican ciHizen, iN Santo DominGo anp EYPELLED HiM +o MaLPasse, Haiti.



AN Air Foree caPHain LEADING HE 0PERGHON REPORIEDLY DESHROYED ESHEBAN FERMIN'S NGHONGL TOENHIHY DoCUMENS aND
EYPELLED HiM BECAVSE oF +He PARK CoLoR oF HiS SkiN. IN DOZENS OF COSES, GOVERNMEN} OFFiCials DENTED HHE
CoNSHHUTONAL CTHZENSHTP RiGHES DUE 0 CHILDREN BORN oF Haiian PaRents iN HHE Dominican RepugLic. N MareH, TELma
Reves, @ civiL oFFicial iN SaBANG (RANDE DE Boya, SUSHFTED HER DENTAL OF CTHZENSHTP +o +EN cHiLoreN oF Hartian
PESCENS BY SBYING Hat SHE HOD RECEIVED N ORPER 0 Do SO0 FRoM MIGRA¥ION AViHORTEiES. SHE FURIHER EYPLATNED fHat
SHe fHovgHt fHat GRAONFING HHE CHILDREN CTHTZENSHIP would HHREGIEN fHE mMotHERLAND'S PURiHY. At fiis wrRitiNg, HHE
DoMiNicaN GoverRNMENE SHiLL Has Not suemitep s RePort 4o fE UN. Commitee oN HHE ELiMiNatioN ofF Racial
DISCRIMINGHION, WHICH was DUE TN MarcH, ano HHE CoMMiHEE CONSTDERED HHE REPORF “EYCESSIVELY oveRDE.”  THe
DOMINICAN GOVERNMENT, wHicH iS 0BLIGAHED {0 suBMit REPORIS o fHE commitige EvERY hwo YEBRS, Last satisFier Hiis
REQUIREMENE TN 1990,

IMPUNTEY FOR HUMBN RIGHES vioLa4ioNs PERSTSHED N HHE Past YEAR. WHILE HIE DoMiNTCaN PoLiCE FIRED MORE HHAN
ONE—HUNDRED OFFTCERS FOR CRIMES OND HUMAN RiGHES 8BUSES N August anp SEPIEMBER 1997, IN N EFFORY {0 PURGE HHE
iNSHAUHON, DoMiNTCaN courEs BROVGHE FEw HUMAN RiGHES violators fo fRidl. THE 1994 “DisAPPEARANCE” €asE oF
UNTVERSTHY PROFESSOR DR, NBRCTSo (ONZALEZ MEDING REMBINED GPEN, BUF HLE GOVERNMENT FATLED +0 CLARTFY RESPONSTBILTHY
For HHe case anp pid Not DEFAIN @ SINGLE susPect. At Hiis wWRTHING, HHE CBSE S PENDING BEFORE HHE INFER—AMERICAN
Commission oN Human Ricuts. ON @ Posiive Note, HE GovERNMENT DENTED @ PEFHION 40 #RY (EN. (Kﬂn) SaLvabor
LLugeras Montas, aLso kNowN 8S “CHINING,” TN MILTHBRY, RAFHER HHAN CiviLiaN, CoURY FOR HE 1975 MURDER OF JOVRNAL7ST
OrLanvo MarHiNEZ.

A 1RANSPARENE SELECHON PROCESS FoR SUPREME (oWRY JWGES cULMiNGHED IN August, with HHE SWEBRING—IN oF @
NEw COWRE aMiDst HoPes fHat T+ would SEF 8 NEw, PROFESSTONGL +ONE FoR HHE DECREPH LEGAL system. But Hiis Positive
S4EP s COUNIERED BY HHE PRESTDENE'S SEPFEMBER FIRING OF GUILLERMO MOREND, HHE WELL—RESPECHED GHORNEY GENERAL
ForR Sonto DoMiNGo, wHo Hap +akeN @ FirM stance against HUMaN RiGHEs violators.

The Right to Monitor

UNDER HHe GovERNMENE OF PRESTOENE FERNGNDEZ, DoMINICON HUMAN RiGHES cHivists worRkED with GREGHER FREEDOM HiaN
fHey Ha> UNDER HHE PREViOUS BPMINTSTRAFTON, WHEN PoLice INFIMIDAFION GNP ONONYMOUS HELEPHONE HHREGFS wERE HE
NORM. HOWEVER, SEVERAL HUMAN RiGHES Activists CoMPLAINED oF CLOSE PoLicE SURVEILLANCE TN OctoBER aND NOVEMEER,
PRiOR 0 @ PLANNED NaHioNaL sTRKE. N EBRLY NovemBer, DaNiLo bE LA (Rvz, 8 MEMBER of HE DomiNicaN ComiHee For
Hvan Ricuts (Comité Dovinicano ve Derectos Huvanos, CDDH) wHo PoLicE Hab FiRED on iN 1996, REPORFED HHat Police
OFFICERS WERE FOLLOWING HiM. ViRGTLIo ALMANTOR, HHE PRESTOENF oF HHE CDDH, 8LSO waS UNDER POLTCE SURVETLLANCE.
His FivE aND NINE—YEGR—0LD SONS WERE FOLLOWED 40 SCHool BY hwo POLICE OFFCERS ON NOVEMBER 3, 1997,  WHiLE g
GOVERNMENY PROVIDED SOME BccesS fo TS PRISONS AND DEFENTTON CENFERS FOR MINORS, #Hat GCCESS Was, ON 0CCasioN,
UNDWLY RESHRICHED. THE DOMINTCAN GOVERNMENY COOPERGHED FULLY with FHE VisH oF REPRESENIOHIVES oF HHE INFER—
AmeRTCaN Commission oN Human Rigts,

The Role of the Organization of American States
A pELEGAFION FRoM HIE INFER—AMERTCAN Commission on Huvan Ricits (IACHR) o #He QraanTzation of AveRicaN States
CONDUCHED @ FOLR—DAY HUMAN RiGHFS INvESHGation IN HIE Dominican RepueLic iN June. THE |ACHR veLEGation EYPLORED
BROOD HUMAN RIGHFS CONCERNS GNP CONCLWED 1S MiSSTON with HHE TSSUANCE oF @ DEFAILED PRESS RELEASE Hiat Pointep
$o HUMAN RIGHES DEFTCTENCIES NP PROPUSED CONCREIE SIEPS FOR TMPROVEMENE. THE COMMISSTON MEMBERS Have Not
coNeLwep He FiNaL REPORY oF HHETR visHH 8 HHis wRIHING.

FoLLowing an Octoger HedRING, HHE “DisAPPEARANCE” case of Narciso (ontdlezr Remained BeFore HHE |ACHR @t
YEAR'S END.



GUATEMALA

Human Rights Developments

EMERGING FRoM MORE AN FHREE DECADES oF INFERNGL WARFARE, GUAtEMALA TN 1997 FACED SOBRING CRIMINAL ViOLENCE, BN
TNCOMPLEJE POLICE REFORM, CONFINUED TMPUNTHY FOR HWMAN RIGHFS VioLAFONS 8S WELL 8S COMMON CRIMES GNP PROFOUND
UNCERFAINGY OVER HHE Post—conFLict RoLE oF HIE MILHARY. THE STGNING OF @ FiNAL PEACE dccorp iN DECEMBER 1996,
CaPPED 8 STEADY DECLINE TN RECENF YEARS iN HHE Most EQREGToUS PoLitically Motivatep HUMAN RiGHES vioLations. Most
NotaBLE was HHE DECLINE TN “DISAPPEARANCES,” wHicH SINCE HE Late 19605 HAd BECOME @ REGULAR PRACHCE oF g
GuaEMALAN MILTHARY. SECWRIEY FORCES CORRIED oUf ONE COSE OF FORCED DiSAPPEARANCE SN LadE 1996, wHicH bi> Not
come to LicHt UNHL 1997 THE Mission of HiE Uniep Nations N Cuatemara (Mision pE Las Naciones UNivds EN
GuatemaLa, MINUGUA) was INVESEGAEING Fwo avpiionaL cases a8t Hlis wrifing. Ofier aBuses b Not PiMiNisH as
EvipENILY. MINUGUA coNFirmED NiNetEEN EYfRAIWiCiaL EYECUHONS IN HHE FiRSE ST MONFHS OF 1997—COoMPARED with
FWENFY—Hwo CONFIRMED COSES IN HHE PREVIOUS SEMESHER— 8S wWELL @S SEVERAL CASES OF jLL—IREGFMENT, BRBIFRARY
DEFENFON, OND EYCESSIVE VSE OF FORCE, MostLy BY HIE Police. WHEREAS N HHE Past HHe vickims +envep fo BE Hiose
PERCEIVED BY HHE SECWRIHY FORCES 8S iDEOLOGTCAL OPPONENFS—SVUCH 8S JoVRNALiSES, HUMAN RiGHIs dovocades, frave
UNTONTSES, oR PEASANF ORGANTZERS—FHE VictiMs oF RECENY BBUSES WERE PREDOMINONILY PooR SUSPECES N COSES oF
COMMON CRIME,

ALtovgH PoLT#ical REPRESSTON SHARPLY DECLINED, GUAEMALA REMATNED AwdsH TN VIOLENCE @S COMMON CRIME SOARED,
INCLWDING €aR HHEFES anp KIDNGPPINGS CORRIED oVf BY RINGS N wHICH MEMBERS oF HHE SECWRHY FORCES WERE
REPORIEDLY TNVOLVED, EFFORFS BY HHE GOvERNMENT N 1996 40 PRoSECUIE OFFicials anD ofHER ORGONTIED—CRIME FiGURES
LANGUISHED N 1997, REFLECEING HHE OVEROLL WEBKNESS OF FHE JUDICTARY OND LBW—ENFORCEMENT BobiEs anv e
GoveRNMENE'S FETLWRE 0 GEY s wifNESS PROFECHON PROGRAM OFF FHE GROUND. INDEED, WHILE fHE CONEINVED PRESENCE
ofF MINUGUA anp Hie enp oF HE conFLict kEPE PoLifically modivatep HumaN RiGHEs 8BUSE 84 N ALL—+iME Low, citizens
HA> No RECOWRSE OGAINST LOWLESSNESS, 8N iNSECVRIHY HHat PROMPIED DOZENS OF CASES OF LYNCHINGS.

A cLANDESHINE MILTHARY UNTH'S FORCED DISAPPEARANCE OF GUERRTLLA JUAN JosE (ABRERA, dLids “MiNcHo,” SHowep frat
HE PowERFUL PRESTDENFTAL (ENERAL SHaFF (Estavo Mavor PresiveENciaL, EMP) coNFiINVED +0 conpuct seEcrRet anp vioLEnt
OPERAFIONS OVISTOE HHE Law. THE SHUBBORN INSTSTENCE OF GOVERNMEN} OFFTCiaLS N COVERING VP HHE GUERRILLA'S
“DiSAPPEARANCE” BND APPARENE SLAYING REFLECHED HIE BRMY'S LONGSHANDING REFUSAL 40 AccorD CAPFWRED comBatants
FUNPAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHES. THE GUERRSLLA LEGDERSHTP LSO SHOWED ON BLARMING WILLINGNESS $0 SUPPRESS INFORMAFION ON
He case, o fie eyfent Hat HHe coMmaNDER oF MiNcHo's REBEL Foree, HIE RevoLutionary OrganizatioN of fHe PeoPLe
N Arms (Qraanizacion RevoluciondRia bEL Pugglo EN  ARMES, ORPA) was quoter i HE PRESS 8s pENYING HiS
MILHONCY TN fHE GUERRILLA GROUP.

THE EMP’s secRet UNHH kNowN 85 HIE ANFi—KionaPPing Commane (Comanpo AnFi—SectEstros) REPORIEDLY caPHURED
MiNecHo, BLonG witH Avgusto RaFaeL BaLpizon NOREZ, aLias Commanber “Isaras,” on OctoBer 19, 1996, BFFER HHE GUERRILLAS
HAD ABOUCHED AN ELDERLY wWEALHY woMAN. THE wOMAN'S @BDUCHION, GNP HER SUBSEQUENY RELEASE N EYCHANGE FOR
CoMmaNbER  [s@ids, BROKE PowN FHHE PEdcE falks oNp DEEPLY EMBARRASSED BotH sives. IN fiis conteyd, Hie
“DISAPPEARANCE” oF MiNcHo was keP+ QUiEt BY BotH GOVERNMENE AND GUERRILLAS, GNP ONLY CONFTRMED BY MINUGUA seven
MoNFHS LaFER, BFFER fHe INFERNBFTONBL GNP DomESTiC PRESS LoWbLY CRiHCiZED HHE 0BSERVER MiSSioN's siLence. ON May
20, MNUGUA fssuep @ statement Holbing +HE EMP RESPONSTBLE FoR SLAYiNG MincHo “at e MomeENt oF His caPiwe,”
witHout FRIHER DESCRIBING HHE ciReumstances oF e pedt.  A¥ HHis wRIHING, MiNcHo’s BobY HAs Not BEEN Founp.
NoFING 45 SECREE ROLE SN 0HHER aNET—KTDNGPPING 0PERAHONS, MNUGUA cri#icizen HHE EMP For “BRoADLY EYCEEDING s
PUEIES 8NP FOLLOWING PROCEDURES CONFRARY +0 HHE Law OND HHE RULE OF Law, +o HHE DEFRIMENE OF ON EFFECHVE Policy
oF cifizEN sECWRify.”

THe GovERNMENY OF ALvaro ARzl Redctep pEFENSTVELY 40 MNUGUA’s REPORY, DENYING HHAt @ SECOND GUERRILLA was



cAPHURED R KILLED LoNG with [sdids. Moreover, @ Puglic sfatement BY HHE PRESTDENF'S PugLic ReL@FioNs SECREFARY
DENTED FHAE FHE EMP Hav BEEN SNVOLVED iN ONY ONFI—KiDNAPPING Actions anp FLatLY Regected e UN. MissioN’s Request
to SNFERViEW HHOSE SECWRIHY FORCE MEMBERS TNVOLVED SN HHE OPERGFON SN whHicH MincHo ALLEGEDLY PerisHep. THe
GovERNMENF'S oPEN REFUsAL fo FaciLitate MNUGUA’s iNQUIRY iN fHE cdse markep @ RARE BREAK with HHis ano fHe
PREVIOUS GOVERNMENF'S Policy oF PugLic SUPPorR} For HHE UN. Mission. WHILE Hat sUPPorY may Have oFfen maskep
BEHIND—FHE—SCENES 0BSHiNGCY, HHE GoverRnmENY's DeEFiant Redction oN HHE MiNcHo case markep @ Low Point iN
CooPERBHION witH HHE MisSioN SINCE s EstaBLisHMENY.

THe EMP—OFFTCiaLLY cHARGED witH PROVIDING SECWRIHY FoR HHUE PRESTDENI—IAS FOR DECADES BEEN TMPLiCHED IN
PoMESHC SPYING aND PoLitical assassingtion. s covert BRANCH HAS GONE FHROVGH MANY INCARNGHIONS aND was UNHIL
RECENILY kNowN 8s HHE “Arclfivos.” ALtovan HeEn—PresibENt Ramiro be LEGN (aRPio GNNOUNCED HHE DissoLVEion oF file
ARCivos SHoRILY BFFER HakiNG OFFice IN 1993, FHEN—EMP Heap (N, Oto PERET MoLing +oLb Human Rigris watel @ year
Later Hat oNLY s OPERGHONAL GRM HAD BEEN SUPPRESSED, WHILE INFELLTIGENCE dctivities continep. THE EMP’s AnFi—
KioNaPPING Commanp iS wibELY PERCEIVED fo BE HIE REINCARNGFION oF HHE oPERAFONAL Wit IN 1997, HE ANFi—
KioNGPPING CoMMAND was REPORFEDLY NVOLVED iN SEVERAL €ASES oF FoRFWRE OR SLL—FREGIMENE OF KIDNGPPING SUSPECES
BEFORE FURNING FHEM ovER fo HHE NatioNaL Police. UNvER fHe Pedce AGREEMENT, HHE GOVERNMENT Hap PRoMISED o
SUPPRESS ALL “CLANDESHNE SECURTHY MACHINERY” anp +o PUt DoMESHC SNFELLIGENCE—GAHHERING N CTVILTAN Hanbs. THE
EMP’s ANF—KioNaPPING Commane vioLatep fHat commitment.

MiLTHARY TNFLUENCE OVER HHE PoLice—FaciLitatep 8Y @ consHHUHONAL PROVISTON GRANFING FHE MILIFARY @ ROLE TN
INFERNGL SECWRiHY—HES LoNG oBSTRUCIED EFFECHVE INVESHGAEIONS OF HUWMAN RIGHES VioLBHONS OND CONTRIBUED +0 HIE
CREQHON OF ON 8BUSTVE Police cULIWRE, EFFORIS SPAWNED BY HHE PEACE Accorps +o CREGIE @ NEw, PROFESSIONGL, OND
PURELY CIVILTAN POLTCE FORCE WERE UNPERCUF BY SEVERAL DEVELOPMENES, INCLWDING @ DELAY iN HHE PROMISED PASSAGE oF @
CONSHHUFIONAL REFORM LIMIHING HHE MILTHARY'S RoLE 40 EYFERNGL DEFENSE. IN FEBRUARY, HHE CONGRESS PASSED @ NEW
PoLiCE Law, wHicH FELL SHorY oF HHe DEFATLED comMIEMENES CONFATNED IN FHE PEACE ACCORDS REGARPING PoLiCE ACAPEMY
FRANING FOR HHE NEw FORCE. MOREOVER, HHE GOVERNMENT FAiLED {0 SEF UP N GPEQUATE SCREENING MECHANTSM +o avoivp
REINIEGRAFING INTo HHE NEw FORCE OGENYS wWHo HOD BEEN iMPLicatED N HUMAN RiGHEs vioLations iN e Past. As a
RESULE, MORE FHAN 8@ PUZEN POLICE witH RECORDS OF SERTOUS HUMAN RIGHES VioLaFioNS wERE dpMitED iNfo fHE Bcavemy
FoR FRAINING. MONY MEMBERS oF HHE Now—DiSBANDED MoBiLe MiLiHaRY PolLice weERE SURREPHifiously avmitep +o Hie
acavemy 8s wELL, dFFER fHE BRiEFESH OF Stints &f e TREASURY Police allowed HHem 4o Pass s meEmBERS of ot
civiLian insHHUEON, accorping o MNUGUA.

IMPUNTHY FoR HUMAN RiGHES vioLadioNs PERSTSHED, with SOME EYCEPHONS., A CONVICHON waS woN N HHE NOVEMBER
1994 MURDER @+ HHE HANDS OF POLICE OF UNIVERSTHY SHupent Mario Alioto LoPer Shnerez. ON JuLy 31, @ +RidL suwae
sentencep (aRLos VENANCio EscoBar FERNGNDET, FORMERLY HHE DEPURY DIRECHOR oF HHE NationaL Police FiFy Precined,
{0 8 HiRIY—YEAR PRiSON fERM FOR HHE SLAYING. IN aopition, HHEN—INTERTOR MiNistER DaNiLo PARINELLo BLANco, \icE
MiNistER Mario MERTPA (oNzZALEZ, AND NaFToNaL PoLice DiRector SALvabor FiGUER0A WERE EdCH SENFENCED 40 HEN YEGRS
FOR TSSUING ORDERS fHat Leb fo HHE KILLING, @ JUPGMENS SUBSEQUENTLY OVERFVRNED ON GPPEQL.

DesPite HHis MILESTONE, TMPUNIHY FoR HUMAN RiGHES vioLations REMAINED HHE mMost CoMMON outcoME oF Jwicial
PROCEEDINGS, 8S HIE SHOCKING EYONERGHON ON M@Y 19 OF FORMER MILTHARY commissionerR CANpibo Norieqd Estrava
DEMONSTRAIED.  NORTEGE'S Bcquitfal oN CHARGES oF HHIRIY—FiVE MURDERS, FORFY—FOUR KiDNGPPINGS, EiGHI RAPES, aNp
DUTENS OF OFHER CRIMES FOLLOWED PROCEEDINGS iN wHicH HHE MosILY TNDIGENOVS PROSECVHON wWitNESSES SVFFERED
INEIMIDAEION, FHREBES, BND SORELY DEFiCiENt RANSLAEION FRoM FHETR NAHVE QUiCHE info SPANiSH. THE MURDERS 0CCURRED
ON FHREE 0Ccasions iN 1982, IN wHiCH NORTEGA AND ANOFHER MILTHARY ComMMiSSTONER, JUAN ALESTo SONMAYOR, REPORFEDLY
LED GROUPS OF SOLDTERS HHROUGH FHE CoMMUNTEY oF ToLUCHE, IN FHE DEPARIMENY OF EL QUiCHE, ENETFYING ViLLAGERS 8s
GUERRILLAS For EYFRAJWICTAL EYECUiON BY HHE MILitaRY.

NoRiEGA's Actions wERE HYPical of HE EBRLY 1990s, iN wHicH civilian awiLiaries +o HHE aRmY, BotH miLifary
COMMTSSTONERS NP €iviL PAHROLLERS, JOINED FOGEHER witH SOLDTERS IN WIDESPREGD SLAVGHIER OF PERCETVED GUERRILLA



SUPPORIERS, SEVERGL INHBHVES wWERE UNDERWAY N 1997 f0 UNCOVER GNP RELTABLY Document HIE deuses Hiat
CHARACHERTIED HE CONFLICE, NONGOVERNMENFAL 0RGANTZAFIONS, INCLWING HHE HumaN Ricits OFFice of Hig ARCHBISHOP oF
(uatemaLa, LAUNCHED MASSTVE FACH—FINDING PROGRAMS. AND IN JWy g HistoricaL (LariFication Commission EstagLisHeD
UNDER fHE PEACE BCCORDS FORMALLY BEGAN N oFFicial stwy oN HHE suBiect. ALtovaH HHE comMmission’s MONDASE BARS
i+ FrROM TOENFIFYING FHE TNDTVIDVAL PERPEIRAFORS OF BBUSE OR PROVIDING EVIDENCE FOR PROSECUHONS, HHE NAMING OF
RESPECIED (JUATEMALAON aND TNTERNAHONAL FiGURES fo LEAD HHE EFFORY RATSED HoPES HHat TS coniRiBUETON coulb BE
SiaNiFicant IN BRINGING fo LigHE anp fo oFFicial ackNowWLEDGMENE FHE TMMENSE SUFFERING iNFLiCHED oN HHE CiviLian
POPWLAHON DWRING HHE GRMED CoNFLict, LGRGELY 8t HHE HANDS OF HHE FORCES DESIGNAFED BY Law FoR Cifizens’
ProfeCtioN,

THese iNiHiatives also BEGAN f0 EYPOSE PREVIOUSLY UNREPORIED Laws—0F—waR VioLa+ioNs BY HHE GUERRILLAS. IN
Avgust, HHe ARCHBISHOP OF (UatemMALE’s FoReNSTC +Eam BEGAN N EYHUMBHION OF VvickimMs oF @ 1992 GUERRILLA MASSACRE
fuat REPORIEDLY CLATMED 8BS MANY 8S 180 CIVILTANS—INCLDING WOMEN GNP CHILDREN—IN CHACALIE, EL QUicHE DEPARIMENS.

INDEED, (UatEMALA'S HIGHLANDS WERE LTHERED witH HUNDREDS oF CLAONDESHINE CEMEIERIES FRoM HHE PERiOD, OND
ALfHOVGH MANY HAVE BEEN EYHUMED N HHE 1990s, FEw PRoSECUFONS HAvE RESULIED. THE MAIN 0BSTACLES +0 SuCCESSFUL
PROSECUFIONS INCLWDED HHE ROVFINE SNFIMIDBHION OF PROSECUIORS, JUDGES, WitNESSES, OND RELAHVES oF victiMs, 8s wELL
@S NEGLIGENCE aND CORRVPHION ON HHE PaRY oF HHE autHoRTHES. NONEFHELESS, TN 1997, SEVERGL MILTFARY OFFICERS WERE
CHARGED TN CONNECHION with FHE DECEMBER 1992 MASSOCRE oF 162 PEOPLE—OMONG FHEM STYFY—SEVEN CHLDREN UNDER OGE
HELVE—iN @ HAMLEY kNowN 8s “Las Dos ERRes” iN HHE DEPARIMENT OF PEFEN.

THe so—caLLep Law of NationaL ReconeiLiafion PAsSED N DECEMBER 1996 RATSED FHE PossigiLify +Hat JWGES coulp
GRANF AMNESH FOR CRIMES DEEMED 0 HAVE 0CCWRRED iN HHE CONFEYH OF COUNFERINSWRGENCY. WHILE $HE Law SPECiFicaLLY
PROUTBTHED HHE GRANFING OF GMNESEY FOR CRIMES oF “DiSAPPEARAINCE” 0R FoRIWRE, HHE ABSENCE oF @ PRECISE PROMIBIHON
OF BMNESH For EYFRASWICTAL EYECVHONS LEFE RooM FOoR FRIGHIENED JUWGES {0 ENONERAIE SUsPECES iN sucy cases. As
OF HHis WRIHING, JWGES HAD DENTED EVERY REQUESH FOR OMNESHY MODE BY DEFENDANFS TN HWMAN RIGHES CASES: TNDEED, No
MEMBER OF HIE MILHARY HAD BEEN GRAONIED AMNESH. (UERRILLAS RECETVED GMNESHY FOR CRIMES OF SUBVERSTON, BUF Not FOR
VIOLENE OBUSES SUCH @S MURDER,

INHiatives HHE GovERNMENE ANNOUNCED N 1996 fo comBat iMPUNTHY MEE wWitH MIYED RESULES, A witNESS ProtfectioN
PROGRAM CREGIED BY Law N 1996 LAckeD RESORCES AND HAD @ NEGLiGTBLE fMPact oN HHE vERY REdL PRackice oF
INFIMIDAFING WINESSES ND Jwicial oFFicials. A sPeciaL crimes +ask FORCE ESTABLISHED iN 1996 +0 HANDLE NEw CASES
N wHiCH SECWRiHY FORCES WERE MPLICAIED, OR N wHICH JWicidl oR PoLice AVIHORIHES, HUMAN RIGHFS MONitORS OR
INFERNBHIONOL OBSERVERS BECAME VicHMS, HAD SOME SUCCESSES SN SOLVING COMMON CRIMES UNDER ffs MANDA{E.

MEONWHILE, PROGRESS waS SUSPENDED ON FHE $RANSFER 0 CIVILIAN COWRES OF HUNDREDS OF CASES OF COMMON CRIMES
CoMMiHED BY MEMBERS OF HE BRMED FORCES, INCIDENFS HHat HOD COME UNDER MILHHARY CouRE JURispiction. Lanpmark,
LEGTSLAHON SN 1996 MaNpatep HHE SHIFE TN SURTspiCHON, BUY, 8 Hiis wRIHING, GuatemaLa’s Constiutional Covrt Hab yet
fo RWLE oN @ LEGAL cHOLLENGE fo HE Ldw.

IN JaNuary, @ +EN—YEBR CONVICHON waS HONDED DowN GAINST FORMER MILTHARY commissioneR (BRLos MordLEs Sosa
For HHE APRIL 1993 MURDER oF sHReet YoulH HENRY YuBani ALvarez Beniter #iis convickioN FolLowed fwo ofHER
ENCOVRAGTNG SENFENCES iN LBHE 1996 FOR MURDERS BY POLICE AND PRIVAFE SECURTHY GUARDS oF SIREEY CHILDREN. [MPUNTHY
REMAINED iNFACE, HOWEVER, FOR ELEVEN MWRDERS OF SHIREEF CHILDREN HH 0CCURRED N 19965 SOME oF HHESE C€@sES
aPPEARED +o REPRESEN' @ KiND OF “social cLEANSING” aND 84 LEASH ONE wis CARRIED oUf BY @ MEMBER oF HHE SECWRiY
FORCES,

(HILDREN'S RiGHES SUFFERED @ SEFBACk WHEN HHE GOVERNMENT DELGYED iMPLEMEN{AtiON oF @ NEw MiNors’ Cobe
scHepuLep fo foke eFFect iN SEPEMBER. As oF fiis WRIHING, HHE CONGRESS Hap PosHPONED TMPLEMENIAHION oF HHE cobE
UNHIL 8t Least MareH 1999, THE €obE REPRESENIED @ vast TMPROVEMENT OVER CURRENY LEGTSLALION, EYFENDING fMPORFANY
PROCEDVRAL PRoFECHONS 0 CHILDREN BCCUSED OF CRIMES, INCLWING HHE RigHt fo @ LAwyER aF HHE GovernmeENt's
EYPENSE. [ FORBADE PLACING CHILDREN iN PRofECHVE custopy iN JWENILE DEFENFION CENFERS OR MPRISONMENT FOR
SHatUS OFFENSES, SUCH @S RUNNING wdy OR BEING Homeless. Researey ey Human RicHts Watel pocuMENIED ONGOING



d8usES 8GAINSt SIREEF CHILDREN OND HHOSE HELD IN SWENTLE DEFENFION TN GUAHEMALE, TNCLUDING BRBIHRARY PEFENFTON OF
SIREE} CHLDREN, SOMEFIMES MERELY FOR BEING HOMELESS: DUE PROCESS vioLAHiONS DURING @psubication HEARINGS: anp HHE
PRACHICE OF HOLDING CHILDREN DEEMED fo NeEev HHE state’s Profection foGEHER witl JWENILE OFFENDERS. THE
INVESHGAHION 8LSo FOUND CHILDREN VULNERABLE {0 SERToUS MISTREGIMENE FRom SHAFF MEMBERS AN OfHER DEFATNEES,
SOMEFIMES with STAFF BcQuiescence.,

DURING 1997, For HHE First +iME, @ MAQUILADORA UNiON NEGoHAIED @ contrRact wWitH @ comMPaNY IN FHe EYPORY
PROCESSING SECHOR. [N NovEMBER 1996, +HE LaBoR MiNTSHRY FATLED +0 DEFERMINE WHEHHER 0R Not +HE UNTON HAD> MUSIERED
SVFFTCTENt SERENGHH +0 coMPEL HE coMPaNY fo BARGATN UNDER (GUaEMALAN Law. NonetHeLESS, aFHER e conFlict
BEhWEEN HIE UNTON GNP HHE PHILLIPS—VaN HEvsen comPany aHRractep NFERNGHONGL GHENEON, HHE UNTON'S SUFFicient
BASE OF SUPPORY was EstasLisHep, @ PAHERN oF ONFI—UNTON AcHivity was UNCOVERED, aND fHE COMPANY VOLUNFARILY
ENFERED INFo NEGOHBFONS with HHE UNTON, PROPUCING HHE UNPRECEDENIED CoNtRACE.

The Right to Monitor
Human RiGHES MONHORS, ESPECTALLY HHoSE PRESSING FOR JUSHCE TN €ASES OF HUMAN RIGHES vioLAHONS, CoNFINVED 4o Face
PEAHH FHREAES, SURVEILLANCE, aND INFIMIDBFION BY UNTDENFIFIED aSSAiLants, INCIDENES HHat FHE GoveRNMENt FaiLep o
iNvestigate. IN HHe First MoNFHS oF 1997, INpivibuals aFFiLiater with fHe AssociatioN For HHe Apvancement of Social
Sefences N (uatemara (Asociacion Para eL Avance ve Las CiEncias Sociales en (VatemaLa, AVANCSQ) Facep Hreats
OND HORASSMENT, GPPARENTLY TN RELAFION +0 HHE PROSECUHON UNPERWAY OF HHE BLLEGED INFELLECHUAL AUtHORS oF HHE 1990
eyfraswicial evecution of AVANCSO co—Founper MyRNG Mack.

AN aHevPE gy e ARZ0 QoverRNMENE 0 PROMOIE HHE ELECETON OF N UNQUALTFTED canpivate +o HHE INFER—AMERTCON
Commission oN Human Rigrts of HHe OrQaNizZatioN ofF AMERicaN States (0AS) was vereaten N JUNe ey @ Tiie canvivatz,
Francisco \iLLAGRAN KRAMER, SPENF NEBRLY HHIREE YEARS TN OFFICE @S ViCE—PRESTDENF UNDER HHE REGTIME OF (JEN. Romeo
Lueas (areia (797‘3—1992), DURING wHiCH GovERNMENT DEAHH squaps ELiMiINGIED aN ENIIRE GENERAFION oF PoLitical onp
QRAssrRoots LEGDERS, aND LAFER FORMED @ PoLifical BLLIANCE witH FORMER MILTFARY pictafor EFRAIN Rios Mont, wHose
REQIME REPLACED DEGH] SQUad OPERAFIONS with HHE wWiDESPREAD SLAUGHIER oF PEdsants BY HHE 8RMY. Human RigHis
ORGANTZAFONS PEEMED \TLLAGRAN KRAMER UNSUHED FOR LEADERSHTP iN FHE HEMISPHERE'S Most MPoRFANF ORGANTZAETON FOR
He ProfECHON OND PROMOYION OF HUMAN RiGHES.

The Role of the
International Community

United Nations

THe RoLE oF +HE UNTED NaHions SN MODERAEING HHE DIFFiCULY PEdCE PRocess Hat cULMiNGtEp SN HHE DECEMBER 1996
AQREEMENT, COMBINED witH FHE PRESENCE SINCE LBHE 1994 oF MORE HHAN ONE HUNDRED HUMAN RIGHFS 0OBSERVERS, HAS BEEN
Pivotal N REDUCING Polifically motivatep Hwvan RigHis dBuses. OfHER BRANCHES oF HHE wORLD BobY alLso PLAYED
CRiticaL RoLes, suel as e TNDEPENDENE EYPERIS Namep BY e UN. Commission oN Huvan RicHts since 1990, wHo
CONSTSTENILY HicHLiGHtED HE SERUCHURAL Factors contRTBUEING fo HWMAN RiGHES 8BUSE iN (uafemaLa. A sioNiFicant
NWBER OF HHE RECOMMENDAFIONS CONFAINED TN HHE REPORIS oF INDEPENDENE EYPER} CiRisHan Tomuscuat anv His
successor, MoNTcd Pinto, Have BEEN ME+ ovER HHE LAst FEw YEBRS, sucH 8s HHE pissoLution of HHE civil PafRoLs anp
MILTHORY COMMISSTONERS, BotH CiViLTON GRoUPS DEPUEiZED BY HHE ARMY witH GREAE LicENsE fo commit BBUSES. SoME oF
HHe RECOMMENDBFIONS, sucH 8s HHE CREAFION OF BN INFELLIGENCE SERVICE FIHING FoR @ DEMOCRFIC SoCiERY, HAVE BEEN
FILFILLED N NOME ONLY. NongtHgLeEss, HiE Human RicHts Commission pib Not RENEw Pinto's MANDAHE wHEN H MEF N
GENEVA N MBRCH aND APRIL, INSTEAD OFFERING HHE GOVERNMENT “@pViSORY SERVICES” ON HWMEN RiGHES ane commiHing
He secReFARY—GENERAL fo sueMit @ REPORY ON HUMAN RiGHFS BY HHE END OF 1997, ALtHovGH HE HUMAN RiGHFs sTHuatioN



HAS UNDENTBBLY TMPROVED, HHE LAck, oF FULL CoMPLTANCE wWitH HHE RECOMMENDAEIONS oF HHE INDEPENDENT EYPERES ouGHE o
HAVE BEEN GROUNDS FoR EYFENSTON oF HHE EYPERE'S MaNpHE. IN August, +HE UN. Sug—Commission oN HHE PREVENEION oF
DiscriMiNation ane HHE PRoFECHON oF MiNORTHES, IN N EFFoRE 40 @voi> DUPLTCAHTON oF work CaRRIED ovt Y oftER UN
OGENCITES, OFFiCiaLLY ENDED FiFHEEN YEBRS OF EYAMINGHON OF HHE HUMAN RiGHES sHvation N Guafemald as well. THis
REDUCHON OF TINFERNGHONOL MECHANTSMS CLOSELY WBHCHING FHE HUMAN RiGHES SHVAHON LEFF GREGF RESPONSTBILIEY iN HIE
Hanos of MNUGUA 8y Year’s env.  MINUGUA's Prestice swFFerep FrRom its DeELAY SN FAKiING @ Posiion oN HE
“DiSAPPEARANCE” OF FHE GUERRTLLA kNOwWN 8S MiNCHo, PROVOKING JENSTONS N wHBt HAp PREVIOUSLY BEEN EYEMPLARY
RELAFIONS BERWEEN fHE MISSTON NP Locdl HWMAN RIGHES GROUPS,

United States

No LONGER @ SUPPLIER oF over{ MiLifary @fo, HHe UNTHep SHates Became @ SoVRCE oF Mobest FiNaNcial contriButions fo
Hie PedCE PRoceESS.  MiLiFARY aio +Hot HAP BEEN FROZEN SINCE 1990 waS CoNVERIED iNto @ FUND fo assist iN HiE
DEMOBILIZALION oF comBalants. THe avminisiration dlso Plepgep @ (.S, $1 miLlion contrigulion fo e HistorieaL
(LariFication CoMMisSioN. IN SEPIEMBER, HHE ComMMiSSTON FORMALLY REQUESTED HHE CLINFON BpMiNTSIRAFION fo PECLASSTFY
RECORDS CONCERNING HUMAN RiGHES BBUSES coMMIHED DURING HHE BRMED ConFLict, (uatemalan avitorities SN SEPiemBer
REQUESTED DocUMENTS PERFAINING fo HHE #RTAL UNDERWEY oF HHE OLLEGED INfELLECHVAL dutHors oF HHE 1990 eyfraswiciaL
EYECVHON oF GuademalLan antiRoPoLogist Myrna Mack. (U.S. GOVvERNMENE GRCHIVES, ESPECTALLY HHOSE oF TNFELLIGENCE
ageNcies HHat HistoRTCALLY wWORKED N FANDEM with GuatemaLa’s MiLiarY SNFELLTGENCE, Most LikeLy contain @ wealt oF
iNFORMAETON crifical +o fHE $RVHI—SEEKING PROCESS UNDERWEY IN GuatemaLa. IN avoifion fo assisting investigations
aND PRoSECUEONS iNSTDE (uatemald, fHe reLease of U.S. pocwments §s Likely +o eYPose fMPoriant aspects ofF U.S.
PoLicy gt condrigutep fo Hwman RigHts vioLadions N Guatemala.

IN May, HiE CLinton aoministRAFTON RELEASED 1,400 PAGES oF (ENFRAL INFELLIGENCE AGENCY (A1A) vocwments
REGARDING s covert oPERMTONS IN GUatemald iN HIE 1950s, INCLWING PLANS fo 8sSASSINGHE LEADING oFFiciaLs of Hig
Lertist QoverRNvENE oF JacoBo ARBENZ, wHo was OVERIHROWN BY @ CIA—SPONSORED MILTHGRY couP. ALFHOUGH ONLY @
FRACKION oF HHE CLBsSiFiED Files +HE GGENCY MATNFAINS ON HHE couP, HHE DOCUMENES RELEGSED PROVIDED @ CHILLING
INSTRE Look. 8 HHE MEFHOPS USED aNb PRoMOIED BY HHE GGENCY, INCLWDING +ORGEFED PoLifical assassiNatioN anp mass
MURDER, THESE DOCUMENES UNDERSCORED HHE NEED FOR @ HHOROVGH @TRING oF HHE U.S. ROLE N PROMOFING HUMAN RiGHES
VioLAHioNs iN GUATEMBLE OND ELSEWHERE.

DocWENES RELEASED 8S @ RESULE oF @ LawsVit FiLEp 8Y JENNIFER HaRBURY, HE WiFE oF DiSAPPEARED (juatemalan
GUERRILLA COMMANDER EFRAIN BAMaca VELASQUEZ, SHow Hat (.S. GGENCIES HAP INFORMAFTON 8Bou+ HER HUSBAND'S FaHE
witHIN DaYs oF His MareH 12, 1992 caPHure anD cLANDESEINE DEFENFION BY HHE ARMY. YE+ H1iS INFORMAHON was DENTED
Yo Harewry, @ U.S. ci#izEN, FOoR MORE HHAN fwo YEBRS, DWRING wHicH $iME SHE ENGAGED N FHREE HUNGER StRikES
PEMANDING TNFORMBHION REGARDING Bamacd’s Fate.

Relevant Human Rights Watch reports:
GuetemaLa’s ForGotten Giitoren, 7/97
CORFORGEONS b Hlman Ficrts:frReeoom of Associotion in 8 MAqUiLd in GuétemdLd, s/97

HAITI

Human Rights Developments
Hart7's strugGLE +o ESHaBLISH @ SoLibLY PEMOCRAEIC GOVERNMENE SN HHE PAsH YEAR waS MARRED BY PoLifical CONFUSTON.
ELections IN APRIL wWERE DiSPUiED, with JENIHVE RESUES ONNOUNCED ONLY N August, CONFROVERSY SURROUNDED HHE
ProvisionaL ELEcforaL CouNeiLl, PRIME MiNiSTER Rosny SMarFH RESTGNED IN JUNE, anp, 8 fiis wRIFING, FHE GoVERNMENE
CONNot AGREE ON His suecgssor. NotiNG Haii's sHLL tentative secwrity sifvation, HHE UNitep Nations evtenvep e



MANPOHE OF PEACEKEEPING $ROOPS 8NP CIVILTAN PoLice apvisors iN HHE UNHED Nations TRansiHioN Mission SN Haiti
(UNTRMH) For sy mondis, UNHIL NovemBER 30, 1997

Despite tHese uPHeavals, HHe PuBlic steavily cLamorep ForR Justice, witH bemMonstRations MarkiNG HHe
ONNIVERSORTES OF PoLitical assasSiNGHions. But HHe GovERNMENT FATLED o DEDTCAIE NEEDED RESOVRCES 0 CONFRONF
MPUINTEY.,  ONLY #e Hartian NationaL PoLiee (HNF) REVEQLED @ WiLLINGNESS f0 DISCTPLINE OND FiRE HUMAN RiGHES
VioLators witHiN s Ranks. As Haitian courds MPOSED MINTMAL CRIMINGL SANCHONS ON BBUSIVE POLICE OFFiCERS OR
SIMPLY DiSMiSSED CHARGES aGainst HHem, INP HuMaN RigHEs vioLations Persisten. OFFicers geat pefainees, killep
CRIMINOL SUSPECES 0R OFHERS witH ON EYCESSIVE USE OF FORCE, OND, OLBETE TN FEWER CASES HIaN IN 1996, commitHED
EYFRAIWICTAL EYECUEONS.

ON Novemeer 4, 1996, NP acents kiLLep Five weEN iN #HE DeLmas aRed of Pori—au—Prince. NP oFFicers
REPORIEDLY EYECVIED ONE OF HHE MEN GFFER HOVING HANDCUFFED HiM, wHILE GPPARENILY KILLING 1o witH EYCESSIVE ForRCE
aND Fn0 TN UNCLEAR cReumstances. BY Juy 1997, Hie INP's insPector ceneraL’s office (I), N iNFERNGL Police
DISCTPLINGRY BODY, HAD FiRED SEVEN OFFCERS FOR HHE INCIDENE, wHo LOHER wWERE #Riep anp dcquiHes. THE UN./
QRAANIZAHON oF AMERICON States INFERNGHONGL CiviLian Mission iN Haiti estimater +at He Police KiLLEp henty
CRiMINAL SUSPECES wWitH ON EYCESSIVE USE OF FORCE FRoM JAONVARY fo August 1997, anb REPORIEDLY EyFRajupiciaLly
EYECUIED FHREE TNPTVIDUALS DURING FHO+F PERiOD, ONE OF wHoM DiED GFFER Police BEGT HiM SEVERELY.

Haitian PoLice FREQUENILY BEGY DEFAINEES, B TN VRBAN OREAS, WHERE VioLEN} CRIME conIRiBUED o OFFiCER
FRUSTRAHTON OND VIOLENCE, AND N HHE PROVINCES. SEVEN PoLice B2at CHENG PTERRE MAR+TAL, @ CONGRESSMAN FRoM TRoV—
PU—NoRD, N August, BF4ER HE REPORFEDLY EVOKED ONE OFFTCER’S JEALOVSY 8t @ Locdl baNce. THE [ Later FiReED HE SEVEN
aGeNts. IN SEP4EmBER, PoLice iN (aYEs BRRESIED YVON CHERY, HE DIRECHOR OF @ Locll NEwsS sEafion, BEGFING HiM anb
DEFAINING HiM OVERNTGHF, REPORFEDLY BECAUSE FHEY WERE ONGRY FHat CHERY HAp 8RGUED witd PoLice agovt aN ALLEGED
1RaFFic vioLatioN HHe vaY BEFORE. PoLice ROVFINELY HELD DELAINEES N LockVPs BEYOND fHE FoRFY—ETGHI—HOUR MaYiMUM
PERjOD PRESCRIBED BY L.

PoLice @Busep HHETR AUHHORTHY BY ENGAGTING N VIOLENE CRIMINGL @ctHivity, INCLUDING MURDER GNP DRUG FRAFFICKING.
On May 20, INP acent ANFoINE BieN AiMEE KiLLED 1is cousiN, EpbY BIEN ATMEE, OND WOUNDED aNOFHER COUSIN, LUCKNER
BiEN AiMEE, ALLEGEDLY ovER @ PEHY DisPUie, [N Lafe July, SEVERAL OFFICERS FRoM JEREMTE, IN HHE DEPARIMEN' OF
GRANDE ANSE, WERE ORRESIED FOR GRMED RoBBERY iN HHE DELMAS AREQ oF Port—av—Prince. THe NP (RANvE Anse
PEPARIMENIAL ComMMANDER, FRi#7 JEON, wHo HAP PROVIDED HE VEHTCLE USED N HHE ROBBERY, VioLAED PoLiCE PROCEDRES BY
ORDERING HHREE oF HHE GRRESTED OFFiCERS, His APPARENE co—consPirRatoRs, RELEASED. Al fiis wRiFiNG, JEAN Refains
His PosTHoN aND NETHIER HE NoR aNY NP aGENt Has Facep #Rial For e iNcivent. On Octoger 2, ofF—oudy INP aqent
Jwe MER7Y FIRED iNFO @ CROWD LEAVING @ SOCCER MAFCH N (RAND (OAvE, KILLING ONE MAN GND WOUNDING SEVERQL
otHERs.

THe I PISCTPLINED DUZENS OF OFFFCERS FOR HUMAN RiGHES aND oFHER 0BUSES Np SEN} over Hirdy cases 4o g
Hartian cowrts iN 1997 BY Septemger, HE [ HA FiRED OvER 160 OFFICERS FOR SERjOUS VioLBHONS oF Police
REGULAFIONS, SUeH @S CRiMES oR HWMAN RiGHEs @Buses. THE [G's work EGRNED 7 HHE TRE OF FELLow POLICE, NP
INSPECHORS fook EYIRA SECURTHY PRECAUEIONS IN HHE FACE oF FREQUENE HHREBFS OF VIOLENCE, SOME OF WHICH WERE MODE
DIRECILY BY PoLiCE CHARGED witH ABUSES, URGING HHEM 0 CEASE HHETR INVESHGAHONS OR witHPRAW CRIMINAL CoMPLAINTS,
However, Hig Hartian covrts bip Not KEEP PacE with HHE IG’'S PROGRESS: Most POLTCE BBUSE CRIMINGL CASES REFERRED f0
Hg cowrEs 8Y HHE I, RANGING FRoM STMPLE assault fo Homicivg, bid Not Go +o 4RTAL OR WERE MARRED BY TRREGULARIHES.

WEBKNESSES N HHE JUpicial SYsfEM anb GN GPPARENY LACk OF GOVERNMENHAL wwill PRECLUDED PROSECUHONS FOR
HUMBN RiGHES vioLations $Hat occurReD UNDER HaiEi’'s MILTHARY pictatorsHIPS 8S wELL. THE Sustice MiNiSERY'S NovEMBER
1996 creation ofF He NationaL Penal Unit (UNHE PEnaLE NatioNGLE, UPENA), +o assist witd HUMAN RiGHEs PrRosECufioNs,
ENDED N FOTLURE BY FEBRUARY 1997, WHEN HHE UNFUNDED UNTH COLLAPSED. THE GOVERNMENE SEF GSTDE No FUNDS FOR vicHim
REPARATONS FOR HHE DEGHHS OF FOMILY MEMBERS OR SERIOUS INJVRIES RESULFING FRoM MILIARY VioLEncE. THE SPeECiaL
INvestigations UNi+, @ +28M ForMED N LBtE 1995 witH INFERNGHIONGL SUPPORF aND CHARGED witH INVESHGAING
POLIHICALLY MOFIVATED CRIMES, MADE FEW ApVANCES. THE HATHAN GovERNMENF bib LIHLE +o clALLENGE HHE UNitep States



QOVERNMENY'S REFUSAL 40 REFURN HIOUSANDS OF TNCRIMINGHING DoCUMENES 74 Hab SETZED FRom HIE HaTHian MiLTHARY anp HHE
PARAMILIHARY GROVP, HE FRoNt For e Abvancement ane PRoGRESS of Haiti (Front PoWR L’ Avancement Ef PRoGRES
v'Hais, FRAFH) iN FRAPH wids RESPONSTBLE FOR HUMAN RiGHES @ROCTHES UNDER HIE MILTFARY GOVERNMENS Hat RuLED ot
FRoM 1991 40 1994 aND REPORIEDLY was FOUNDED witH (ENFRAL INFELLIGENCE AGNeY dssistance. THe INFernafional
Lawyers' BUREAY, @ SPECTAL PRoSECUEioN FEaM SUPPORIED BY HHE SUSHICE MiNiSTRY OND FOCUSING oN fwo cases, stoob out
FOR HAVING MODE PROGRESS FOWBRD SUCCESSFUL HUMAN RiGHEs #RidLs.

THe LawYERS’ BUREAU CONFINVED PREPARAFON FOR 4RidLS oF $HosE dccusep of HIE DECEMBER 1993 MASSACRE oF &4
Least HHirdY ResiENES oF CHE SoleiL ane HHE 1994 massAcre oF at Least FiFteen inpivibvals iN Ragoteau, NEaR
CONGTVES, Bot OF wHicH wERE commitep By Haitian soloiers anp FRAPH memBERS., OVER FWENTY DEFENDANES, INCLWDING
MILHBRY OFFicials, wERE N DEFENFION For HE RaBoteau case, aLtHouGH oNE EscaPeEd SN MarcH. THe U.S. GoverRnmeEnt
MPEDED PROGRESS oN fHE Ragotedu ano (HE SoLeiL cases Y FAILING fo PRODUCE DocWMENES DEFAILING THS owN
iNvEsHiGations of edcy case. .S. BUHHORTHES, INCLWING AMB. WILLTaM SWiNG, CONPUCHED HIESE INGQUIRTES SHORILY BFFER
EacH INCTOENF HAb 0ccVRRED. IN JUNE, HHE U.S. State DeParIMENt DENTED Haiti's REQUESH FOR EYPEDTHED DELIVERY OF HiE
(i#€ SoleiL materiaLs ano in Octoger, Hie U.S. resecten Harti's Marel Request For EYPEDTHED DELIVERY oF Hiig Ragoteau
maferiaLs.,

SEVERAL OF HHE HUMAN RiGHFS cases Hat pip Qo +o FRiOL WERE MARRED BY GPPARENT CORRUPHON OR PROSECUIORIAL
iNcoMPERENCE, N Ldte Ly, AbRiEN Saint JWiEN, HHE FORMER MILTARY ComMMaNDER N MaRcHAND DEsSALiNES, @
CoMMUNTHY NEBR St MaRe, wias #RiED FoR HHE MURDERS oF Loukens PTERRE anD ANFOINE PauLevs iN 1992, At fridL, HHe
PRoSECUIOR FOiLED +o PRESENF CRiFCOL EVIDENCE NP HIE JWGE PERMIHED JURY MEMBERS fo SPEAK to HE DEFENSE
aHorney. ONe JURoR @BANDONED HHE fRiAL BEFORE ifs comPLEFION, Potentidlly skewing HHE ovicoMe oF HiE fRiaL.
NEverRHHELESS, HHE JWGQE PERMIHED JURY DELTBERAHON AND SAINF JUWLiEN was dcquitten. DesPite e eYistENCE oF ofHER
CRIMINAL coMPLAINES acainst SaiNt JULiEN, aulHorTHiES RELEASED Him SHoRILY aFFER fe fRiaL. ON SEPIEMBER 15, FORMER
SOLDIER THELUSME JEAN—(TLLES was dcquiten iN JaemeL For e OctoBER 1993 MURDER oF MaRiE DELENE Nicolas, @ Local
SUPPORIER oF HHEN—0USTED PRESTDENS JEAN—BERIRAND ARiSEDE, AF1ER HHE PRoSECUFiON NEGLECHED fo PRESENT ESSENtiL
ELeMENSS oF HHE case. ON SeEPIemMBER 19, iN JACMEL, @ FORMER SECHON CHigf (ener ve SECEioN, @ MILTHARY AUYILTARY iN
@ smaLL +aw~), BaGUiDY CALIYDE, wHo was AccUsED oF HHE 1994 KILLING oF 8 REPUIED ARTSHDE SUPPORIER, PACHiNG DoRD,
iN LEoGONE, was BRoVGH? fo #RiaL pESPHE HE 0BSERVANCE OF @ NAHIONOL DAY OF MOVRNING FOR vickiMs oF @ FERRY
pisaster. Covrt oFFicials FALED +o NotiFY HHE witNESSES aND fHE vickiM's Family +Hat e $RiAL waS GOING FoRWERD.
Ao aLLEG@tions FHAE fHE DEFENDANE'S FamiLy Hab BRiBED HHE JWGE, HHE JWGE Allowed fHE fRiAL fo PRoCEED., SiNCE
NO WITNESSES WERE QVaiLABLE to $EsHiFy, HE PRoSECUIOR askep HHat CHARGES BE DROPPED. THE COWRE COMPLIED anp
RELEASED CALIDE,

AS PUBLTC CONFIDENCE iN HHE PoLicE anp HHE JWwicial system CRUMBLED, VIGTLANIE ViOLENCE CONFINVED iN HaTHi, with
@ HONDFUL oF DEAHHS EBCH MONTH OF SusPECED CRiMINGLS af HHE HONDS OF ONGRY M0BS. IN MiD—SEPIEMBER, RESTDENTS OF
HE RURAL CoMMUNTHY OF SEVRIN IN HHE SovtH—wESE KiLLED LoviNoR JEAN—Lovis anp His wiFg, VEsta JEWE, with machele
BLowsS, GFIER BCCUSiNG fHEM OF ENGAGING N SORCERY +Hat contriBuied +o aN iNFant's peati.

JwiciaL FaiLWRes +o RESPECH DUE PROCESS aND +0 #RY 0LD CASES RESWAED iN OVER 80 PERCEN} oF Hait's PRisoN
POPULAHION BEING HELD N PREVENFIVE DEFENFION, OFFEN FOR ENCESSIVE PERjoDS. As oF August 1997, SeveEraL womeN ot
e Fort NationaL PRISON GND MEN 8+ HHE NaFTONGL PENTFENFTARY HAD BEEN HELD witHout $RTAL FOR OVER w0 YEBRS, WHILE
OVER Fv0 DOTEN BoYS HAP SPENE OVER STYHEEN MoNFHS @+ Fort NationaL without Ridl. IN mib—August, Harian covrts
ORDERED SEVERAL SUPPORIERS oF MHE MoBiLizafion For National DeveLopment (MoBiLisafion PolR LE DEVELGP—PEMENS
Na+ionaL, MDN) RELEGSED FOR SNSVFFICTENT EVIDENCE. THEY HAP BEEN DEFAINED SN 1996 FoR BLLEGEDLY HHREGEENING state
SECWRiH. A HONDFUL OF PRISONERS REMAINED N DEFENFON ON CHORGES oF FAILING fo PaY pEBtS, IN VioLatioN of HiE
INtERNGHToNAL Covenant on Civil anp PoLitical Riauts, a #ready ratiFieo 8y Hait.

THe NationaL Penitentiary Apvinistration (Apministration PENHENHARE NationaLe, AFENA) MPROVED PRISON
CONPHTONS SOMEWHAE, PROVIDING CLEANER FACTLIHES OND BEHER NUIRTHON FOR PRISONERS. HOWEVER, GENERAL CONDTHONS
N HaT#7's OVERCROWDED PRISONS REMAINED DiSMAL. A FEw CoMPLAINIS SURFACED oF BEAHINGS BY APENA GUARDS, BUF HiiESE



WERE Not GDDRESSED DUE 40 HHE BBSENCE OF CLEGR PROCEDWRES FOR DISCTPLINING APENA staFF. OvERCROWDING PREVENIED
HE NECESSORY SEGREGAFION oF PRISONERS OCCOoRDING fo O8GE anv Leqal stafvs. OF gredfest concern, fie
CONCENFRAFON OF OVER SEVENFY MALE MINORS, BotH CONVIEtS AND PREVENFVE DEFAINEES, N Hwo cELLs at Fort NatfonaL
CONTRTBUED 10 MULETPLE RAPES OF YOUNGER, WEBKER PRISONERS BY OLDER OR STRONGER FELLow TNMAHES. PRiSON QuiHorRHiES
aomiHeD ot fey Lackep ofHER HOLDING FaciLifies HHat would allow fHeM fo isolate victims From HETR aHtackers.
IN PROVINCTAL PRISONS, FEw MINORS WERE HELD witH dpuLis,

ON OctoBer 6, HHREE 0FF—DUSY APENA GUARDS REPORIEDLY GUNNED PowN Lovis EMiLio PAsSE, @ CONGRESSIONGL DEPUEY
FRoM Dave Marie. He piep severaL vays LaER. AF His wRHING, ONE APENA GUARD 7S UNDER BRRESY, WHILE fwo REMAIN
ot LargE,

The Right to Monitor
Haiti Dib Not SMPEDE SNDEPENDENF HUMAN RiGHES MONHORING SN 1997. THE QFFice of Cibizen Protection (OfFsce ve La
Protfection pu Cifo¥eEN, @ HUMAN RiGHES OMBUPSMAN) RECEWVED SHIRI—UP FUNDS EQRLY IN HHE YEdR, BUf af FHis wRIHING,
e GoverRnmENE Has Not ALLocdtep T+ oPERBFING FUNDS. THE INFER—AMERTCAN Commission on Human RigHfs BRIEFLY visiep
Harti N August Ho INvesHGHE HIE SHOOFING OF ONE OF TS MEMBERS, FORMER Haitian Justice MiNister Jean—Josery
EYWME. THE COMMISSTONER GPPARENILY was HE vickiM oF @ cARIACKING.

The Role of the
International Community

United Nations and the Organization of American States

THe UN. MaiNFaiNED @ PEACEKEEPING PRESENCE N WA IN HHE Past YEdR, with INTMIF's  FiFdy miLHary ano 250 civiLian
POLTCE PERSONNEL. IN LiGHE OF PLANNED witHpRAWALS oF UN. FoRCES, (aNGbA PLEDGED fo MAINFAIN 700 +RooPs N Haiti
UNHL HiE END OF HHE YEBR anp HHE (LS. SUPPORE (JROVP MiSSioN oF GPPROYTMAFELY 500 #RooPS Remains iN Harti af Hlis
WRIHING.  THE Repucep stafF of HHE UN./OAS INFERNGHONAL CIVILiaN MiSSTON, wHo BRTEFLY SERVED @S ELECHORAL MONTHORS
N APRIL, PLANNED 0 CONFINVE HETR Low—PROFILE HUMON RiGHES 0BSERVAEION OND FRATNING FOR Local GRoVPS UNHL
YEBR'S END.

United States

THe US. qovernment Refusep again to ReFRN o HiE Harian GoverRnmENt HiE @PPRoYIMAtELY 160,000 PAGES oF
DoCcUMENES aND oFHER MatERTALS sefzed FrRom FRAPH ane Harkian miLifary Heapquariers iN 1994, Tre U.S. continvep fo
insist fHat HHE PocUMENES ONLY would BE REFURNED FFER U.S. ciHiZENS’ NOMES HAD BEEN EYCiSED, GPPARENTLY ForR fiE
LLEQTHiMBIE PURPOSE oF CovERING WP (.S, coMPLiCiy iN PoLitical MURDER OND oFHER 8BUSES, POREICULARLY HHE ROLE OF
U.S. INFELLIGENCE @ssets with HHE MiLHARY GoverRnMENt anb FRAPH. AmBassavor Swing states Hat His GovERNMENS
BLREADY HAP REMOVED iNFORMAFION TPENETFYING US. ciHizEns From 115 PAGES oF e materiaLs. THE ReFusalL +o REFURN
Hartian PRoPEREY o HaTHian PRoSECUVIORS, IN CONSUINCHON witl HE U.S. GOVERNMENE'S FATLVRE +0 PROVIDE DEFATLS OF THs
OWN TNVESHGAHONS oF HE CHE SoLgil ane Ragoteau Massacres, ostrucHED Justice For Haitian HUMAN RiGHES vietims.

IN Auaust, Hie State Derarivent dcten fo Prevent HHE pEPORIAETON of FRAPH Leaber EMmANVEL ConsHaNE, wHo HaD
RECEVED REGUAR (IA PAYMENIS WHILE DIRECEING FHE PARAMILIFARY oRGANTZAFION. ARGUING HHat Constant’s return fo
a7 micHt cause INSHABILIEY aND BURDEN HHE Jupicial system, He SHate DEPARIMENS ALLowED HiM to REMAIN TN NEW
York with @ work Permit. THis kePt Constant geyono He Redel of HaitiaN PRoSECUIORS, DESPHE HIGH—RANKING
Hartian oFFiciaLs’ assuRANCES Hat HE ColLb RECEWVE @ FATR RidL.

[fs ReFusaL fo cooPErRAtE with HaiH's sERVGGLE acdinst TMPUNTHY SERfousLY pamaced U.S. crepigiLity. More
PosiHveLy, #e U.S.—Backep LeqaL Assistance PRoGRAM PROVIDED REPRESENIGHON fo HaiiaN PRISONERS, REPORFEDLY
RESULEING TN 3,000 RELEGSES.

IN JUNE, HHE SENGHE PasSED HIE DEWINE GMENDMENY, wWHICH would DENY U.S. visas 4o $HoSE wHo Hap BEEN “cReviBLY



aLLegep” 4o HAvE comMiHED 0R ORDERED PoLitical kiLLings iN Haiti. IF Passed iNfo Law, HHE BILL, wHiCH REMAINS N
CONFERENCE B HHis wRIFING, wollp REQUIRE HHE State DePariment fo REPoRE EdcH YEOR +o CONGRESS ON CoMPLIANCE
wiH HHE PRoViSiON.

Relevant Human Rights Watch report:
Humaw Ficuts Recorp of THE Horkian Netiondl PoLice, 1/9%

MEXICO

Human Rights Developments
AltdovaH HHe MeyicaN GoverRNMENE contiNvep fo Pay rRUEoRicAL aHENEION +o HUMAN RiGHES, SERToUS vioLatioNs anb
MPUNTEY REMAINED HHE NoRM DURING 1997, AulHoritiES FAILED {0 APDPRESS HWMAN RiGHES vioLadioNs STEMMING FRoM dcule
RURAL FENSTONS, HHE 8RMY'S CONFRONFAHION with LEFHist GUERRTLLAS, OND @ MUCH—NEEDED BUf SLL—DESTGNED camPaioN fo
FIGHE ORGANTZED OND COMMON CRIME. [N CASE OFFER CBSE, MEYTCAN OFFiciaLs REFUSED +0 ENGAGE N CONSTRUCHVE pidloGue
witH MeYicaN anD INFERNGHTONAL HUMON RiGHFS ORGANTZAHIONS, PREFERRING f0 0BFUSCAIE OR TGNORE HUMAN RIGHES fSSUES
RAMHER FHAN OFFER WORKEBLE SOLUEiONS {0 wWELL—DOCUMENFED PRoBLEMS. Af fHE HEAR: oF mMaNY @Buses Lay Mevico's
PoLice aNp Justice systems, wHicH oFFEN FUNCHONED 8+ +HE EYPENSE OF, ROFHER FHON N SUPPORY OF, HUMON RiGHEs.

Despite e SeRfous HUMAN RiGHES vioLations HHat fook PLAcE DWRING HHE YEBR, fHE CoUNIRY MabE iMPorIaNt
SIRiDES N EYPANDING PoLitical rigHis. ON Juy 6, Meyicans votep iN Mib—ferm ELECEIONS, casting BaLlots iN @ PoLL
Historic iN Bo#H PROCEDURE AND OVFCOME. THE ELECHONS REPRESENIED AN MPORFANF CONSOLivaHoN oF HIE RiGHE oF
Meyicans o EYERCiSE HHETR PoLitical FrReepoms. MEYICON ano INFERNGFIONOL 0BSERVERS AGQREED HHat PRocEDURAL
fRREGULARTHES WERE MiNiMAL, iN CoNtRAst fo PRevious ELECHions. ELECHoRAL REFORMS iNSHHUIED 0VER RECENT YEBRS
PERMIHED MUCH FREER BALLOFING: FOR HE FiRsE HiME EVER, FOR instance, HiE Feperal ELectoral INstivie (INstituto
FeveraL ELectoraL, IFE) OPERAIED TINDEPENDENILY FRoM HE GovernmeEnt, anp IFE oFFicials aoministerep Hg ELECHONS
FOTRLY iN Most ParEs oF HHe country. ConFRARY 40 HHE FREND iN HHE REST OF MEYiCO, HOWEVER, SERTOUS TRREQULARTHES Dip
fake vLace iN CHiavas. THERE, ccorving to Civic AlLiance Cuiavas (ALianza Civiea Cuiavas, ACC), @ LocaL BRANCH oF
HHE NOFONBL GoOP—GOVERNONCE GROVP, MORE FHAN 150 voFING BootHS WERE BURNED OR ROBBED. SUPPORFIERS oF HHE LEFHist
Japatista Army oF NationaL Ligeration (Esgreito Japatista ve LiBERACION NacionaL, E‘lLN), wHTCH LAUNCHED ON GRMED
VPRISING N JANVBRY 1994, anp PaRETSONS oF HHE RULING INSEHuEONGL RevoLukiondry Pardy (Partivo RevoLuciongrio
INs#i+ucionaL, PRI), wHo ORGANTZED iNfo GRMED GROVPS N NoRTHERN CHidPas, carriep oul HHe aHacks.

THe ovicome oF HE vote sent @ sHock wave HRoVGH Meyican PoLitics, 8s e PRI Lost control oF HHE CHamBER oF
DePUHES, MEYTCO'S LOWER HOVSE OF CONGRESS, FOR HIE First $IME SINCE HHE PAREY WaS FORMED SEVEN DECADES 8G0. THE
ELECHONS BLso RESWLAED N 0PPOSHION LEADERS ASSUMING Pivotal PosiHions +Hat HAp dLways BEFORE BEEN 0CCUPTED BY
MEMBERS oF HHE PRI, suey as sPeaker of Hie (HAmMBER ofF DEPUEES aND MAYOR oF Meyico City.

THoVGH Historic, HIE Vote OFFERED LIHLE HOPE oF TmmEDIAtE TMPROVEMENFS N FHE HWMAN RiGHES sTUafion, an
ovicoME Hat woUld REQUIRE fHE NEw CONGRESS +0 8ct 8s @ countersaLance +o HHe ARBHRARY Actions of HIE
FRaAvHONALLY QuiHorTaRTAN EYECUEIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENE, CONGRESS CoULp, FoR iNSTANCE, PRESS SHIHE GOVERNORS o
END TMPUNTHY FOR HUMAN RiGHES vioLations, Hold BuiHoRiTES BccouNtdBLE FoR BBUSES DOCUMENIED BY HHE GOvERNMENT'S
NationaL Huvan Ricrts Commission (Comision NacionaL v DEReCHoS Humanos, CN‘DH), aND REQUIRE HHE EYECVEVE t0 ke
MEANINGFUL acHioN +o END HUMAN RiGHES vioLations anD ENSVRE HHat violators Facep Justice, At Hiis writiNG, 4 is foo
SooN +0 kNow TP CONGRESS woULD ASSWME sucy @ RoLE.

IN aopiHioN o e dovance constifutep BY HHe eLections, MeYico PESERVED CREDTE FOR HHE MPoRFANY RoLE 71 PLAYED
8S ONE OF EiGHF COUNTRIES LEBDING @ PiPLoMatic EFFORE +0 DRAFF @ CONVENEION BANNING ONFI—PERSONNEL LANDMINES.
BequN N OctoBer 1996, HHE NEGOFHAHONS, wHicH EVENFVALLY caMeE +o SNCLUWDE EGHIY—NINE COUNIRIES, RESUIED iN
SEPIEMBER N FHE STONING OF @ CONVENEION ON HHE fotaL PROHIBIHION OF ANHT—PERSONNEL LANDMINES.



ON e pomestic FRONF, HowEVER, MeYicaN oFFicials fook Much LESS SERTOUSLY $HE NUMEROUS GNP SER{OUS HUMAN
RiGHES PRoBLEMS FHat NEEDED WRGENF AHENFTON. IN RURAL MEXico, ViOLENCE CoNFINVED UNBBAHED. N APRIL, Human Ricits
Watey fsSUED FINDINGS CoVERING (HiaPds, SiNalod, GUERRERo, anp Qavaca states. A common FEBHRE oF mucy RURAL
VIOLENCE was HHE MISUSE oF HHE STRUCHURES OF GOVERNMENI—PROSECUIORS’ OFFICES, HHE PoLicE, anp covRis—to HARASS
REQL OR PERCEIVED GPPONENTS OF HHE RUWLING PARFY, REINFORCING vickims’ assumPHion FHat fHE sustice system coulp Not
EFFECHVELY OND TMPARFTALLY MEDTBFE COMMUNTEY CoNFLiCHS STEMMING FRoM PoLTHICAL DIFFERENCES, ECONOMIC RIVALRIES, OR
RELTIGTOVS Discorp. IN CHiaPas, For evamPLE, Human RicHts Watcl RePorIED Hid wWHILE MANY oF HHE BSSASSINGFIONS,
agouctions, FHREGES, GNP EYPULSIONS TN RURAL MENTCO WERE CORRIED oUt BY PRIVEHE TNDiVIDUALS, GOVERNMENT GGENtS
oFtEN FaciLitatep suel aBusive acts, FaTLep +o PRosEcutE HIE PERPEIRGORS, 0R APPEARED +0 USE HIE Jupicial system +o
dcieve PORFISON Godls. MOREOVER, IN MONY CASES, OFFiciaLs PORIiCiPatED DIRECILY TN OBUSES.

THoSE PROBLEMS REMATNED SERTOUS HHROVGHOUE HIE YEBR. IN NORFHERN CHiaPaS, CoMMUNTHY ConFLict continved 4o LEAD
o EYPULSTONS GNP MURDER, For instANCE, Juan LoPez JiMENET, @ LEGDER OF HE PRo—PR| GRMED GROUP CALLED PEACE aND
Justice, was 8ssassiNg4ep oN JUNE 15 N SBBANTLLE MUNTCTPALTLY. IN wHAt GPPEARED {0 BE @ REPRISAL, FOUR MEMBERS OF
e oPPosiEion PaREY of HE Democratic RevoLution (Parfivo be La Revolucion Democrética, PRD) WERE KiLLED ON JUNE
22 ONp 23,

As Hiis INCTDENE MBDE CLEBR, VIOLENCE TN HHE REGQTON was Not ONE—STDED. A PAHERN EMERGED, HOWEVER, N wHiCH
PROSECUIORS ONp POLTCE FREQUENFLY FURNED @ BLIND EYE fowWBRD 8BUSES CoMMIHED BY GOVERNMENE SUPPORFERS BUt
FIERCELY PROSECUED GLLEGED ActS oF ViOLENCE CoMMitHED BY REAL 0R PERCEVED GOVERNMENT OPPONENES. IN @ Positive
mMoveE, sTARFING TN May CHiaPas state oFFicials ReLEGSED a4 Ledst hWELVE PEOPLE wHo HAP BEEN WRONGLY JBILED N Sucy
cTREWSHINCES. THE DEJATNEES HAD GONE ON HUNGER STRTKE TN NovEMBER 1996 +0 FORCE GOVERNMEN} REVIEW OF FHETR
cases. At His wWRIFING, ofHERS cLaiMiNG o BE WRONGLY DEFATNED GRE SHLL N JdiL.

SERjoUS HUMAN RiGHES vioLations also contiNved 4o +ake PLACE N HHE context oF HHE GoveERnMENE'S Fiant aqainst
e Lertist PoPULaR RevoLukionary Army (EsEreio PoPuLar Revoluciondrio, EFR), wHicH First GPPEARED IN JUINE 1996, IN
GUERRERD state, MeYiCAN HUMAN RIGHES GROUPS DOCUMENIED @ SERTES OF GBUSES CommiHED BY HHE ARMY GND PoLicE N
Heir 720l +o comBat HIE QUERRILLAS. A JWY 1997 REPORE BY HHE MiGUEL AGustiN Pro Judrer Human Riguts Center
(Centro ve Derecios Huvanos “MiqueL Aqustin Pro Jubrez,” PRODH) Founp @ PAHERN oF 8RMY GBUSES CONSTSHING OF
“jLLeqaL searcles, ARBHRARY DEFENEIONS, PHYSiCAL FoRIWRE, DEFENETONS BEYOND LEGALLY ALLOWED Limits, peddd fHrRedds,
INCOMMUNTCabo  DEFENITON TN MILTHARY BARRACKS, OND PSYcHoloGical forHWRE HHat TNCLWE STMULAIED EYECUEONS.”
DeOINEES WERE $YPICALLY BLINDFOLDED, HELD TNCOMMUNTCEDO FOR PERTODS OF BEFWEEN SEVERAL HOWRS GNP SEVERGL DAYs,
JorRHRED, N> INFERROGAED ABoU+ HHE EPR, FHEN RELEGSED 0R FURNED OVER fo HHE PUBLiC PRosecuor’s ofFice, For
iNSTANCE, WNIDENFIFTED MEN fook MAGENCio ABAD JEFERINO DoMiNGUEZ, FRom QLINALA MUNTCTPALIY, FROM HiS HOME ON
DecEMBER 27, 1996, NP QUESHONED HiM 8Bou# HHE EPR. AccorpiNG f0 @ REPOR} PREPARED BY HIE TLACHINOLLAN Human
Ricuts Center of e Mowtain (Centro e DerecHos Humanos v L Montana F-GCH?NOLLE'JN), JEFERING wias kePt
BLINDFOLDED DURING His ENFIRE DEFENFTON OND SUFFERED f0RIURE CONSTSHING OF NEBR—DROWNING NP ELECERTC siocks. His
aBouctors MovED HiM fo SEVERAL Loc@Hions. IN ONE oF HHE DEFENITON CENFERS WHERE TEFERINO WS HELD, HE ENCOUNIERED
Lvis Gonzacd Lara, anoHER MAN FRoM OLINGLA MUNTCTPALTHY wHo HAP BEEN 8BDUCHED ON DECEMBER 27 AND QUESHONED
aBout g EPR. THe UNTOENFTFIED MEN wHo INFERROGAED (oNTAGE FoLb HiM, “SEE, wHY DION't You want fo say wHo Hap
PaiNtED fHE LEHERST"—a REFERENCE +0 ON INCTDENF @ wEEK EBRLTER TN wWHICH SOLDTERS ARBIRARILY DEFATNED HiM aND
QUESHONED HiM BBovH @ PoLTHiCAL SLoGaN PAINFED ON HHE waLL oF His House. [ GPPEARED, FHEREFORE, +Hat HHE DecEMBER
27 8BOUCHiONS OF (JONZAGA GNP JEFERING WERE CORRIED oVl BY SECWRIHY FORCES. EVENIVALLY, BotH MEN WERE RELEGSED.

Sucy deuses dlso fook PLace iN Oavaca state, anotHER REGION WHERE fHE EPR was active. IN Loyicyas, Meyican
HUMAN RIGHFS GROUPS JALLIED SCORES OF ARBIFRARY PEFENFIONS, JEMPORARY “DiSAPPEARANCES,” aND INCTDENTS OF f0RHRE
CORRIED 0V IN OPERGTONS COORDINGHED BY $1E POLTCE aND MILHARY. THE CRACKDOWN BEGAN iN AVGUST 1996, FOLLOWING 8N
EPR aHack iN HE REGiON HHat was PaR} oF @ coorRPINGHED AssAult Y HHE QUERRTLLA GRoWP N SEVERAL states, anp
coNtiNES 85 oF His wRIHING. ON Avgust 4, For instance, Qavaca state Police DEFAINED AND BLINDFOLDED JUANGRio
(RisPiN ALmMarAz Silva, FRom San Acustin Loviena. Accorving 4o Hie Fray Francisco Vioria Huvan Rigris Center



(Centro ve DerecHos Humanos “Fray Franeisco Vitoria”), e was BEGHEN SEVERELY anb INFERROGAHED aBout HHE EPR, HHEN
frRANSPORIED 40 @ MeYico (Y PRISON. THE FOLLOWING DY, HE was RELEGSED witHout CHARGE. (ELERIN0 JIMENET ALmarfz
HA> Not BEEN So Lucky. PoLicE woUNpED HiM AFFER BREGKING INto His HomE SN San Mateo Rio Honvo oN APRIL 24,
AccorvinG 40 His WiFE, JIMENET #RIED 40 FLEE, EVEN HHOUGH HE HAP BEEN wWOUNDED iN HE LEG. His BobY was FounD o
pays LateR; PoLice saiv HE DiED TN ON GRMED CONFRONFAHION.

GovERNMENE OFFicials ALSo ENGAGED TN SERJOUS BBUSES UNDER HHE GUISE oF PRoMOFING HHE QovernmEnt's Figut
against fLLeQAL pRUGS. IN MaY oFFicials v so aFtER SoMEONE StoLE HALF @ foN oF cocdine FrRom HHe San Luis Rio
CoLoravo, SoNora state, OFFice oF e Feveral AHoRNEY (ENERAL (ProcwREDURTA (ENERAL DE L@ RevpigLica, PGR). THe
DRUG HAP BEEN CONFiScAteD FRom fRAFFICKERS. AGENFS oF HHE sPecial anti—pRuG Wit oF HHE Police petained ALeerto
(OMET (FARCTA, ONE OF HHE ROBBERY SUSPECES, ON M@Y 27, HELD HiM TNCOMMUNICEPO, GNP MOVED HiM FRom Locddion 4o
Location N MeYico, foRFURING HiM BY MEFHODS TNCLUDING NEBR—SUFFocatioN Bnp ELECHRTC sHocks. ON JUNe 3, FEDERAL
PROSECUFORS ANNOUNCED H1id4 FHEY HAD BEEN HOLDING (JOMEZ UNDER @ #YPE oF RRESE kNowN 8S “dRREG,” TN wHicH HHE
DEFAINEE i Not HELD N 387l Buf caNNot MOVE FRoM @ DESTONGHED 8RED. EVENFUALLY, oN JUNE 22, (JOMEZ'S FaMiLY was
PERMIHED f0 SEE HiM WHILE HE waS HELD UNDER BRRATCO TN MeYico City's HoteL Evison. THe PGR inFormeD Human Ricits
Watey N SePtemBer HHat HHE FoRFRE ALLEGAHIONS GNP COMPLAINFS OF PROCEDURAL TRREGULARTHES WERE BEING
investiqater 8y e PER's INfErnAL (RiminaL INvEstications Unit (Visitavuria GIZN!ZKOL) D INFERNAL ApmiNTstrafive
Investiqations Uni+ (ContraLoria IN+EKNa).

MEYTCAN HUMAN RIGHES GROVPS HAVE OLSO POCUMENTED @ GROWING PROBLEM OF “DiSAPPEARANCES” TN NORHHERN MeYico,
aPPARENILY RELAED +o DRUG RAFFICkiNG. PRODH cHrRoNicLED 8t Ledst sIEEN BEFWEEN JUNE 1996 anp August 1997 iN
SiNdLod state. IN MaNY cases T was Not cLedR iF HE victims WERE DEFAINED BY POLICE OR SOLDIERS, OR, iF SUCH
OFFiciaLs wERE RESPONSTELE, iF HHE QUHHORTHES WERE WORKING with HHE GoBL oF FIGHFING PRUG FRAFFICKING TN GENERAL
OR WERE iN FHE EMPLOY oF @ PRUG #RAFFiCkER Looking fo wEBKEN 8 RivaL Gang. RoMuo Rico URRed, For iNSTANCE,
REMAINS MISSING SINCE SEPIEMBER 1996, A REPORY 8Y HE AElw YORK /iMES iN MBRCH DESCRIBED EVIDENCE OF Links
BEMWEEN HHE BBPUCHORS OND (EN. JESUS GUHERREZ REBOLLO, wWHo was NAMED iN DECEMBER 1996 +0 HEAD MeYico's anti—
DRUG EFFORES, FHEN REMOVED GNP JOTLED ON ALLEGEEioNS 1At HE was N HHE EMPLOY oF DRUG FRAFFickeRs. IN OctoBer,
HE SAME NEWSPAPER REPORIED 1+ MORE HHAN FiFHY PEOPLE HAVE BEEN REPORIED “DisaPPEdRED” iN CHiHVAHV, most oF
fHem aFfER BEING DEFAINED 8Y Police.

TorHRE iN MEYiCO REMBINED @ SERTOUS PROBLEM §N $HE CASES OF SUSPECHED GUERRILLAS aND N PEFENFONS RELAED fo
COMMON CRIME. IN Tis HHirD PERTopic REPORE suemitten 1o fe UNHeEp Nations Committee Acainst Torfure (CA]), e
MeYicaN GovERNMENE PROVIDED ON EYCESSTVELY FORMAL DESCRIPHION oF HHE F0RIURE PRoBLEM TN MEYTCO, FOCUSING ON LEGEAL
REFORMS AND PROVISTONS DESTONED fo comBat foRIWRE WHILE TGNORING HHE NEFFicacY ofF HHese MEASVRES. IN fts
CONCLUSTONS REBCHED N APRiIL, HHE CAT Nofev HHE PosTHVE NBFWRE oF SoME oF HHE LEGAL REFORMS GNP EDUCAHON
iNiHiatives UNDERFBKEN BY fHE GOvERNMENF BUF SHRONGLY FAULIED fHE “PROFOUND DicHotomy” BERWEEN LEGAL anD
OMINISERAHIVE STRUCHURES AND HHE CONFINUING sYstematic PrRActice oF +oRIRE TN HHE COUNERY. MEYTCON HUMAN RiGHES
GROVPS PREPARED DEFATLED DocUMENTAFiON oN FoRFWRE N aNFiciPation ofF e Avgust visit oF Nigel Rovley, e UN.
SPeciaL RAPPORFEVR oN FoRIWRE. RopLey's visit 4o MeYico was His First +o Meyico SN His UN. Post aNb FolLoweD YEBRS
oF REQUESEs 4o HHE MeYicaN GoveRNMENE For PERMiSSTON +o MakE Hie RiP.

DURING 1997, PugLic secWRitY contiNUED {0 pEmAND BHENITON FRoM MeYicaN Policy MakeRs, S COMMON GNP
ORGONTZEP CRIME GQREw N MAGNTFWE, PrReSipENt ERNEsto Tevillo Notevp N His stafe—oF—HHE—UNiON 8PPRESS N
SePiemeer Hiiat “PugLic INSECWRIFY IN HIE strReets s HIE mMosH SERTOUS CONCERN FACiNG Mevicans.” He Lamentep, +oo,
Hiat mucy of it SNSECURIEY camE FrRoM HHE Fact fiat MeYicans conFINVE “FEBRING BotH HHOSE wHo commit CRIME anp
HoSE wHo SHoWLp FigHt 7, BECAUSE FREQUENFLY [#HOSE wHo SHOULD BE FiGHIING CRIME] Cover 7 VP oR foLErAE fLLEGAL
ac4s.” NoWHERE WERE PUBLTC SECWRIY CONCERNS—AND HUMAN RIGHES VioLaHONS SHEMMING FRoM POLiCE GPERAHONS —MORE
cLedr FHON N MeYico CiHY, wWHERE +ECHNTQUES DEVELOPED +0 comBat CRIME HINGED UPON HHE vioLadioN oF civil Ligerfies,
TNCLUDING FREEDOM OF MOVEMENF OND DUE PROCESS. POLICE CORPONED OFF SHREEFS 0R ENFIRE NETGHBORHOODS, PEFATNED ALL
PRESEN, GNP ONLY L@¥ER RELEASED DEFAINEES Not DEEMED SUSPicious. THE BBUSES SIEMMING FRoM FHiS aNFi—CRIME



strateqy RedcHEr $RAGTC PROPORFIONS ON SEPHEMBER 8, WHEN, GFFER RESPONDING 0 @ REPORIED ROBBERY N HHE BuENOS
ARes vistrict, @ PoLicE oFFicER was KiLLED IN GN GPPARENE SHoot—out witl HHE SusPects. THREE PEOPLE REPORIED BY
WHNESSES +0 HAVE BEEN DEFAINED BY POLTCE WERE FOUND MURDERED HE NEYF DAY, THREE oHER PEOPLE DEFAINED BY MEN iN
PLATN CLoFHES OND MiSSING SINCE SEPIEMBER 8, WERE FOUND DEAD oN SEPFEMBER 30. IN OcloBer, Police arrester at
Least wo POTEN POLICE OFFICERS, ONE OF WHOM waS 8CCUSED oF 8GQRavAtED Homicive, AFHER HHE INCTDENY, autHorTHiES
pissolvep HHE “Jacuars” SpeciaL Dissvasive (Rowp (CRuPo EsPecial Disvasivo “Jacvaazs”), e Meyico Ciy Police
FORCE FROM WHOSE RANKS COME HHE OFFICER GCCUSED OF OQGRAVAIED Homicibe., At His wRIHING T+ was Not CLEGR How
FAR VP HHE cHAIN oF comMaND HHE INVESHGAFION wolld REACH.

As Police fook EVER—SIRONGER actions +o FiGHF CRIME, JoVRNALiSTS COVERING CRIME TNCREASINGLY FACED
HARASSMENY, PHYsicaL atiacks, anp Even pEaH. (UNMEN KiLLED 8 LEdst fwo JoURNALiSES DWRING HHE YEAR, JESUs Bueno
LeON oF HHE GUERRER0 SHate weekLy 7 Dids ano Bendamin FLores (UERRERo, witl HHE SonorA state vaiLy L4 PRENSG.
PRioR 0 His MURDER, BuENo Hap wRiIHEN fHat HE BeLievep stafe oFFicials PLANNED o KiLL HiM IN RefaLiadioN For His
REPORFING. IN HHE FLORES (UERRER0 c@SE, SHME auiHORTHES BRRESHED o MEN HHEY GCCUSED OF CARRYING ovt Hijg
dssassingtion af HiE eelest oF @ MaN BELTEVED o BE @ DRUG FRAFFICKER.

Ohier PuysicaL aHfacks against JowrnaLists also fook PLACE DWRING HHE YEAR. IN SEPARAME SNCibENts iN
SEPIEMBER, FOR INSTANCE, UNTDENFTFIED assaiLants KioNGPPED fvo REPORIERS witH HHE paiLy FEFuRmMA. ON SEPIEMBER 5,
OF1ER INFERVIEWING FOMILY MEMBERS oF PGR GGENFS BCCUSED oF DRUG #RAFFICkING, DANTEL L178RRAGA waS PRIVEN BROUND
N @ 1aY7 8Y MEN wHo INFERROGAHED HiM 8Bovt HHE INFERVIEWS OND FHREBFENED Him fo StoP COvERING +HE suB3ecH.
BEFORE RELEASING Li78RRAGA, HHE dssaiLants stole materiaLs RELAMED +o HHE STORY, INCLUDING HiS INFERViEW NotES. Just
paYS BEFORE, oN August 25, dssaiLants kioNaPep, Bedf, anv fHREGHENED FEFuRMA REPORIER Daviv \iCENIEND, wHO was
COVERING HHE “DiSAPPEBRANCE” oF @ MeYico (i Police aGENt. THEN, ON SEPIEMBER 13, MEN DRESSED N CiviLiaN
cLoHiNG kiPNGPED RENE SoLorio, @ REPORIER with HIE HECHIS NEwS PROGRAM ON TV AzdEcd. THE assaiLants orHreD Hie
JOURNALiSH BY PLACING @ PLasHic BAC oveEr His HEAD aND HHREGTENING fo EYECUWE Him. THEY wWARNED HiM aND HiS BoSS,
ONCHoR Javier ALBFORRE, fo DROP SHoRTES CRiHCAL oF Police oPERAFIONS iN MeYico Cify. THE stafion HAD RECENILY
BroOPCASE @ NEws STORY witH FootdQE SHoWING ORMED RoBBERS HALKING witH PoLice oFFicERs aFtER commiting
ROBBERTES. THE FOLLOWING DY, fecHos REPoRIER ERNESto MapR> SUFFERED @ SiMiLaR attack. ON Sepfemeer 17, @
REPORIER FROM HHE DALY FL ON/VERSAL wHo HAD CoVERED HIE SOME StorY BRodvcast oN “Hecos” was eeaten.

MeyicaN JovRNOLiSES OND FORETGN CORRESPONDENTS N fHE CoUNIRY dlso coNEiNvED +o Face fHe HarassMENt oF
CRIMINGL LiBEL SUitS, wHicH, 8ccorpinG fo HiE New York—Basep CommiHee 4o Protect JowrnaLists (CFJ), CORRTED wWitH
Hem He HHRedt oF @ MAYiMUM OF ELEVEN MONTHS N PRISON. AMONG fHoSE FACiNG DPEFaMAtioN CHARGES WERE NiNFQ
DEANDAR, EDHOR oF TAMAULTPAS SHAFE DALY FL MANANG PE NEVD LOREDD, wHo HAS SUFFERED DEGH HIREAES, aND SaM DiLLON
anp (RAIG PYES OF HHE ABly YRk TiMeEs, QRHER JOVRNALISES WERE FHREGENED with CoWRY action §F $HEY vip Not suemit
to PrRosECUIORS’ QUESHIONING REGERDING NFORMAHION PUBLISHED iN fHEIR NEWSPAPERS.

IN fHe 8RE@ OF L@BOR RiGHIS, MEYiCANS coNtiNED +o SUFFER vioLatioNs STEMMING FRoM LaY GOVERNMENT
ENFORCEMEN} OF L@BOR SHANDARDS OND LEGAL SIRUCHURES HHat TMPEDED HHE ORGANTZAHON OF TNDEPENDENE WNiONS. For
instance, Hluman RicHts WateH DocWMENIED HHE GOVERNMENF'S FATLVRE $0 ENFORCE aNF—DISCRIMINGHTON Law iN EYPORI—
PROCESSING FACtoRTES KNOWN 8S MAQUILAPORAS AND PRO—GOVERNMENY BidS witHiN FEDERAL LABOR FRTBUNALS. IN 1996 anp
1997, Human Ricuts Watel FiLep comPLAiNtS aBout HIESE PRoBLEMS BEFORE HHE UNiHED States NationaL Avministrative
Orrice (U.S. NAQ) (see Tie RoLe oF Hie INFERNGHTONGL Community). THE U.S. NAQ was cReater BY HHE Nor#H AMERTCAN
Acreement on LaBor CooPERAION (NAALC), CoMMONLY REFERRED +0 8s HE LABUR RiGHts sibE dareeMeNt ofF e Norid
Averican Free Rave Acreement (NAFTR), 4o Wanble suey matiers, Union dctivists dlso Facep HiReats, PiysicaL
aHacks, aNp REPRiSALS FOR UNTON ORGANTZING.

AN MPoRIANE APPEALS—COoWRY DECISION IN JUNE OFFERED HOPE fHat CERFATN LONGSHINDING LEGAL RESIRICHONS ON
UNTON FREEDOMS §N MEYTCO woULD BE ELIMINGYED. BASED ON @ CHALLENGE M@bE BY HHE SINGLE UNioN oF WorkeRs of Hg
Fisuing Mintstry (Sinvicato Unico be TRaBAIADORES DE LA SECREFARTA vE PEscd, SUTSP)—HE UNTON ON WHOSE BEHALF
Human RicHts watel FiLep one of HE U.S. NAQ cases MENFTONED 8BovE—@ COURY RULED UNCONSEHUEIONAL PROVISIONS OF @



FEDERAL LABOR Law At PROUIBIHED MORE HAN ONE UNTON FROM ORGANTZING TN ONY STNGLE GOVERNMENT ENFitY, suey as a
MINTSERY. WHILE HHE DECiSTON CoNSHHUED N TMPORFANE SUCCESS FOR FREEDOM oF dssociation abvocdfes, # was Not
CLEAR wHBtF iMPAct HE DECISTON woULD HOVE, STNCE FEDERAL LABOR Law Pid Not PEFINE HHE RIGHES OF SECOND, MINORIHY
UNTONS IN HHE FEDERAL wWORKPLACE aND HE JUNE LEGAL DECTSTON Did NoFHING 4o FiLL HHE LEGAL voiv. UNFIL Meyican Law
SPECTFIED HIE RIGHFS OF SECOND UNTONS—INCLWDING HHETR @BILIEY +0 RECEIVE UNION DUES GNP HOVE +iME OFF FOR oFFiciaLl
UNiON activities—HE FoRMBFION OF MORE FHON ONE UNTON iN FEDERAL WORKPLACES woULD PROVE MEANTNGLESS. [NDEED,
HrovaH e cowrt veECision qave SUTSP HE RigHE o eYist BLONG witH @ PRo—GOVERNMENE UNTON witHiN HHE MiNistRY oF
He ENviRoNMENE, NaFwRAL Resowrees ane FisHing (Secretaria veL Mepio Aveients, Recwrsos Natwales y Pesed,
SEMARNAF), SUTSP was Not 88LE +o work 8S @ UNToN. At HHis wrIHING, SUTSP is working #HROVGH HHE covrEs 4o Have
s RiGHFS DEFiNED.

The Right to Monitor
THe MeyicaN GOvERNMENE CONEINVED fo REAC VEHEMENILY 8QAINSE TNIERNGHONAL HUMAN RiCHIS PRESSIRE, DiSMiSSING
WELL—DOCUMENTED HUMAN RIGHFS REPORES AND EVEN EYPELLING FORETGN HUMAN RiGHES MoNToRs. As iN Past YEGRS, Meyican
HUMAN RiGHFS QROVPS FACED SERfous HHREdES anp aHacks PWRING 1997

CHVRCH—RELA¥ED HUMAN RiGHES GROUPS CoNFINVED fo comE UNDER atdack, HHRovGHoUH Meyico. IN MeYico (Y, 8 SERiES
OF DEGH HIREBFS RECEIVED BY MEMBERS aND CoLLABORAORS oF PRODY #aPEReD oFF BY HHE END OF HHE 1996, BUF BRMED MEN
APPEARED oUiSiDE HHE GROVP'S MeYico Cify oFFices SN May aFfer +He GRoVP Gave assistance fo FOREIGNERS HHREAHENED
WitH EYPULSTON. AFHER KEEPING watel oN HIE OFFiCES FOR @ wEEk, HHE MEN DiSAPPEARED. FolLowing @ SERiES oF pEat
Hireats acainst PRODH IN 1996, SOME OF wWHICH WERE DELTVERED N wWRIHING aND B8Y Hane fo HHE GRoVP's Meyico Ciby
BOPRESS, AUHIORTHES INSHALLED @ cLosED—CiRCViH viDED caMERA outsipe PRODH's oFFices anp instructep Police fo PatRoL
He AREA NEOR FHE BUILDING WHERE HHE GROVP woRkED. Jupicidl investigations into HHE FHREBES, HOWEVER, LED NOWHERE,
as auiHoRiHES FaiLed fo Follow VP Ledps PRoviEp 8y PRODH.

CHIHVAHWE'S CommisSToN oF SoLTarIY ano DEFENSE of Huvan RigHts (Comision bE SoLibarivay ¥ DEFENSA bE Los
Derecios Humanos, COSYDDHAC) came UNDER RENEWED HHREGH N JANVARY, WHEN HIE ORGANTZAHON'S SECREFORY OND
FOUNDER WERE HoLb fo LEQVE oR gy woulp ge kiLLep, COSYDDHAC Hav rRecgivep simiLar HHREGES DURING 1996, ON
Fegruary 15, FOLLOWING INCREBSING PRESSURE AGATINSH MEMBERS oF HE FRAY BartoLomE bE Las (asas Human Ricuts Center
(Centro vE Derechos Hmanos “TRaY Bartolowé DE Las (Asds”), @ GROVP OF INVESHGBFORS FROM HHE CENFER wWERE
attackev N SaBANILLA, amBusHed as FHEY #Riep o Leave HE MUNTCTPAL cenier. THovaH HHey Hav fraveles fo Hie
FRoVBLED MUNTCTPALTEY o QAtHER INFORMBEION, THEY DECTDED +o LEAVE GFFER FINDING POLTCE UNWILLING {0 HELP HHem; as
Hey LeFt He commuNity, GRMED MEN STOPPED HIEM ON FHE Rodb GNP OPENED FiRE WHEN HHE GROWP fRiED fo REVERSE jts
VEHicLes, JosE MoNFERD FRoM HHE CENYER WS WOUNDED iN FHE ORM.

Also N CuiaPas, HHE CoorpiNGEING (RoWP oF NonGoverRnventaL Qraanizations For Peace (Coorvinavora be
QRAANTSMOS No (UBERNGMENTALES PoR LA Paz, CONPAT) cave UNDER RENEWED aHHack. O OctoBer 7 anp NovemBer 4, 1996,
anp FEBRVARY 9, 1997, UNTDENHTFIED SSATLANYS FRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY 40 BURN HIE GROUP’S oFFices. ON Novemeer 7, 1997, @
CONPAT vEMBER GRoVP, CHiL¥ak, RECETVED ONONYMOUS DEAHH HHREGHS NOMING SEVERAL PEOPLE wHo woukb BE KiLLED. THEN,
ON M@y 7, HHE GROVP’S DIRECHOR, (ERARDO (ONTALEZ, RECEIVED DEAH! HIREAS BY HELEPHONE.

THE GOVERNMENT SHOWED DiSPAIN FOR SNFERNGHONGL HUMAN RIGHES REPORFING BY REJECHING TNFORMAFION GNP REPORES
BY INFERNGHONGL HUMAN RIGHES ORGANTZAFIONS, INCLUDING HumaN Ricits WateH ano AMNESH INFErn@HonaL. THE vay Hat
Huvan Ricuts watey PuBLisHep s REPORE ON RURAL VIOLENCE, FOR INSTANCE, e ForeiaN MiNistRY fssuep @ statement
BSSERFING HHat HIE GOVERNMENS WaS CONCERNED 880U+ HUMAN RiGHES Protection BuF decusing Human Ricrts watel oF
“TRYING witH s PaRFTAL aND UNOBIECHVE REPORE fo Disfort HHE REAL HWAN RiGHES sHation iN (HiaPas, (UERRERO,
Qayaca, anv SiNaLod.” Tre statement, HyPicaLl of HHe GovERNMENE'S Hollow HUMBN RIGHES RHEFORTC, DISMiSSED HHE REPORE
S PEALING witl “PRESUMED vioLadions HHat HAVE BEEN RESOLVED OR GRE IN FHE PROCESS OF BEING RESOLVED.”

WHeN Huvan Ricits Watel chatlenced He dccusations, HHE Foreion MiNistrY Pointep out HiRee cases +uat i+
CONSTPERED RESOLVED OR TN PROCESS OF BEING CONCLWED, IN HHE REPORY ON RURAL vioLence, Human Ricuts wated Hav



NoteD HHE ARREST oF HHE AQGRESSORS N Fwo oF HHE cases invicatep BY HHE GoveRnMENE. OF DozENS oF ofHER cases
PEFATLED TN HHE REPORY, HowEVER, HE FORETGN MiNiSHRY FAILED +0 INDICATE ONY ONE N wHICH @ GOVERNMENY OFFFciaL Hav
BEEN PROSECUED FOR HAVING commitHED @ HUMAN RiGHES vioLation.

THE GOVERNMENF'S UNWILLINGNESS +o ENGAGE N SERJOUS DIBLOGUE ON HUWMEAN RiGHIS TSSUES was REVERAIED iN
SEPIEMBER, WHEN HIGH—LEVEL GOVERNMEN} OFFicials REFUsED fo MEE! wWitH @ DELEGAFION HEGvED BY AMNESHY
INFERNGETONAL SECREFRY (ENERAL PTERRE SAONE. FOLLOWING HHiS INCTDENE NP 8 STMILARLY EMBARRASSING CONFRONFIFION
witd FRENCH HUMAN RiGHES 0RGANTZAHONS, FHE GOVERNMENE GNNOUNCED HHE CREGHON oF HHE INFER—MiNTSHERTAL CommisSioN
oN Meyico's INFErNaFioNaL Human Ricrts QsLications. At His wRIHING, HHE commission Has Ye+ o BEGIN T#s work oF
CooRPINGEING Actions PESTGNED fo ENSURE HHat MeYico Lives vp o HHesE oBLigations.

MeYicaN ButHORTHES, HOWEVER, BTD MORE +o LiMit HUMBN RIGHES MONTHORING FHAN Just fSSUE vAcUous PRESS RELEASES
aNp cLose HiE PooR 4o DiALOGUE. IN APRIL, HHE GOVERNMEN EYPELLED \iLMA NUREZ AND BENJAMIN CUELLAR FRoM HHE PaRis—
gaser INFernaHonaL Feveration of Huvan Ricuts (Feveration INFERNGHONGLE pES Liues pes DRoits ve L'omve, FIDH)
N> (JEORGEAGNNE PotHER oF H1IE Bosfon—8asEd UNHaRTAN UNfversaList Service CommiHes, Avhiorifies Later apoLogizep
{0 PoHer anv fold HER SHE would BE PERMiHED Back iNfo HHE countRY. ALso IN APRIL, oFFicials PRESSED fWELVE
EwRoPEAN PEACE dctivists 4o LEGVE FHE COUNIRY BECAUSE HEY PARIICTPAED IN @ PRotESH MARCH N CHiaPas. THE Meyican
ForgioN MinistRY aLso sovant fo LiMi+ HIE cCESS oF HWMAN RiGHES GROVPS fo HiE INFER—AMERTCAN COMMISSTON ON
Huvan Ricts. UNDER HIE GUISE OF MPROVING HHE COMMISSTON'S PROCEDURES, MEYiCO PUSHED FOR CHANGES HHat wolld Have
EViSCERGFED HHE commisSioN. UNDER HHE MeYicaN PRoPosals, HHE OFFICES OF GOVERNMENT OMBUDSMEN—RAHHER HHAN
NONGOVERNMENFAL ORGANTZBFIONS—WOULD BE FHE PRINCIPAL CONDPUH FOR CASES +0 COME BEFORE HHE CoMMiSSiON, HHE
COMMISSTON'S REPORFS woULD BE CONFIDENFTAL, OND, BCCORDING +o FHE LEGAL abvisor 4o Mexico’s ForeiaN MinfstRy, HHose
wHo PRESENIED €BsES 0 HHE CoMMiSSTON would Not BE PERMiHED fo BE FRom “@ HHIRD COUNIRY oR TNFERNAHONGL
ORGANTZAHION FaR FRoM HHE Historical anp cULIVRAL ReALHY oF Meyico.” THE GoveERNMENE'S PROPUSALS WERE Not boPHep,

The Role of the
International Community

European Union

Meyico anv e EwroPean Union (EU.) acrees in Octoser 1996 4o BEGIN Formal +alks on @ frave, PoLifical, anv
cooPERMTON AGREEMENT. IN JUNE, MeYico anp HHE EVRoPEAN CommisSioN, wHicH NEGotiades HHE fERMS oF AGREEMENES
witH NoON—MEMBER states, ReAcHED AGREEMENT ON ON INFERIM Accorp, BUt HHE Pact was Regectep Y e EU.'s CouneiL
oF MiNistgrs oN HHE GRouNps HHat HHE iN{ERTM GQREEMENE DiD Not iNcLwe fHe EU’s sHaNparRp HuMaN RiGHFS cLavsE.
Meyico Hap succeepep iN SERTPPING FRoM HHE CLOVSE REFERENCE fo THs INFERNGL HUMAN RiGHFS Policies. IN Juy, Meyico
agreev o e INSERFION oF HHE FULL HumaN RiGHIS cLavse,

THouGH WHiMafeLY UNsuccessPUL aF wEBKENING HHE EVROPEAN UNTON'S HUMEN RiGHES cLause, N Juby Meyico vip
MANACE o BLock U.S. $340,000 SN EL. aip For HHE Mexican Acavemy of Human Ricuts (Acavemia Mexicana e Derecios
Humanos, AMDH) For MoNHORING ELECHONS TN MEYico (iHY. THE GOVERNMEN OF Meyico BRQUED HHat HHE EVRGPEGNS HAD No
sIaNDING fo GIVE MONEY f0 @ NONGOVERNMENIBL GROVP witHout HHE GoverRnmENE's consent ane 8rGued +Hat Hie
EVROPEANS SHOWLD Not INFERFERE with INFERNGL ELECHORAL PROCEEDURES. [N APRIL, 8 RWLING PaRYY LEGTsLative iNHiative
iN HHE CHamBER oF DEPUHES wWoulb HAVE MAVE f SLLEGAL FoR MeYicaN ELECHioN MONTORS o FINONCE HHETR woRk witH
FORETGN MONEY. Facep wit wibESPREAD CRiFiCioM, HIE PROPOSAL WaS FINGLLY witHPRAWN.

United States

CoNFINVING @ #REND BEGUN SEVERAL YEARS 8Go, FHe UNiHep States iNCRedsed ifs Puglic SUPPORE ForR MeYican HuMan
RiIGHES oRGANTZAFIONS, AN MPORFANE OND PosTHvE coNERTBUEiON +o HHE Local HUMAN RiGHES coMMUNTHY. SECREFARY oF
Stote MaveLeine ALBRIGHE MEF wWitH REPRESENFAHIVES OF MEYTCAON HUMAN RIGHES GROVPS DWRING 8 visTH +o Mexico N May,
ane fHe U.S. Emgassy iN Meyico CHY mMaiNFaINED cLose contact with sucH GRovPs. N BNoFHER Positive Move, HHE (.S,



GovERNMENY SENE AN WPRECEDENTED SHate DEPARIMENT MiSSioN +o MeYico 4o Focus EYCLUSTVELY ON HUMAN RiGHES fSSUES.
Heaveo ey DePuly Assistant Secretary of State Steven CoFFey, HIE MiSSTON RESULAED FRom HIE MEYICAN GOVERNMENY'S
oB3Ecton o HiE State DeParmMENE'S GNNVAL HUMAN RiGHES REPORY, RELEASED iN FEBRVARY. THE HARb—HIHHING State
DerarivENt REPOR? covERED HHE MAIN PROBLEMS iN MEYico wELL, FINDING, “MBJoR @BUSES fNCLWDED EYfRAIUDiCiaL
KiLLiNGs, forFWRE, TLLEGAL BRRESTS, BRBIFRARY DEENFION, PooR PRISON CONDiiONS, TLLEGAL SEBRCHES, ViOLENCE agdinst
WOMEN, DISCRIMINGHION 8GAINST WOMEN OND TNDIGENOUS PERSONS, SOME LiMitS ON wORKER RiGHES, GNP EYFENSIVE CHiLp
LABOR TN OGRTCULAWRE aND SN HHE TNFORMAL ECoNomY.”

ALttowgH HHE HuMBN RiGHIs REPORY LEFE No povet @Bovt MeYico’s RigHEs ProBLems, anv fHe Stafe Depariment
SHOWED VIGOR TN SUPPORFING HHE MEYICON HUMAN RiGHES community, His piv Not mean HHat HHe U.S. covernveNt was
WILLING +0 PRESS Meyico ForR HWBN RiGHES iMPRovEMENTS. IN HHis critical ared, U.S. Policy owdrp Meyico aPPEARED
CONSTSHENT wWitH PRiOR YEORS: FENSE BILAFEROL TSSUES INVOLVING FRADE GNP FHE ECONOMY, PRUGS, OND MMIGRAFHION ELBOWED
ASTPE HUMON RIGHFS CONCERNS.

THe U.S. Lagor DEPARIMENF CONFINVED +o EYAMINE Fvo LABOR RiGHIS cases sueMiHED UNDER HHE NAALC. ON Janvary
27, $ie veParRIMENY's (.S, NAQ fssuep @ REPORE oN @ €SE INVOLVING SUTSP, wHicH Ha BEEN SUBMIHED TN JUNE 1996 BY
Huvan Richts wWaten, e INFernatonaL Lagor Ricuts Fuwe (ILRF), ane Mexico’s NationaL Associakion of Democratic
Lawyers (Asociacion NacionaL ve Agocavos Democriticos, ANAD). Tie PEFHion SHowew Hiat SUTSP Hab Been wasLe o
EYERCiSE S RiGHF fo FREEDOM OF @sSociafioN SiNCE EGRLY 1995 anp HHat No MeYicaN GoveRNMENE GGENCY EFFECTiVELY
ENFORCED FREEDOM OF BSSOCTAHON LAws. EVEN wHEN SUTSP RECEIVED LEGAL RECOGNTHION oF TS UNTON sHatus, oFFiciaLs iN
SEMARNAP—HHE ENVIRONMEN} MiNTSHRY, WHERE SUTSP waS 0RGANTZEP—REFUSED +0 RECOGNTZE FHE UNTON. THE PROBLEM
REMAINS @S oF HHis wRiHING.

THe Pefitioners iN e SUTSP cdse dlso aRGUED FHat CERFAIN PoRFIONS oF MEYiCo’s FEDERAL LABOR Law vioLAEp
FREEDOM OF Gssociation stanvarps, ane FHEREBY HHE NAALC, 8y estaBLiSHING fHAF oNLY ONE UNTON could exist iN Ny
FEDERAL GOVERNMEN} GGENCY, sucy @s @ ministrY, anv HHat Mevico’s Feperal ConeiLiation anv Argiration TRigunaL
(TRieunaL FeveraL ve ConeiLiacion Y AREHRAIE, TFCA) was Not MPARHAL, 8 REQUIRED 8Y HHE NAALC. PEFHHONERS WRGED
e US. NAQ o review MeYican comPLiaNce witd ts LABOR Law N LiGHE oF BotH pomestic anv iNfErnaHionaL
sHanparps.

IN s Janvary 1997 report, fHe U.S. NAQ requester Hat #He U.S. LaBor DEPARIMENT BNALYZE JoiNILY witH is
MeyicaN couNFERPERYE HHE TSSUE OF How MEYicaN LaBoR staNparps RELAED fo iNFERNAFIONAL LEBOR stANparps, But pip Not
REQUESH Hat action BE H4AkEN ON ONY TsSUE DiRectLy ReLafep fo fHE SUISP case. THRoVGH @ MECHANTSM +ERMED
“MiNTstERTAL consuLtations,” HE fwo CoUNIRTES DECTDED fo HoLb @ CONFERENCE caLLED SEMINGR oN INFERNGHToNGL
TReaties ano Constrtubiondl Systems of e UNi#ep SHates, Meyico, ano (anava. THE LoNG aND DEFBIL—ORTENIED
INFORMAFION—GAHHIERING PRocESs UNDERFAKEN BY HHE U.S. NAQ N HHe SUISP case, iNCLWING DecemBER 1996 PugLic
HEORINGS, PROVED N TMPoRFANE MEHHOD OF SHINING PuBLic LiGH} oN SERfovs MeyicaN LaBoR RiGHIS ProBLEMS. Ab HHis
WRTHING, HoweveRr, 7+ HAs Not ReESWIED iN ONY SPeciFic actions PESIONED fo Solve Hose ProBLEms. IN Fact, He
Janvary U.S. NAQ rePort FaiLED fo SNCLWE N s anaLYsis MucH ofF fHE WELL—DOCUMENIED iNFORMAEiON PRESENIED BY
He PetiFioners. For instance, HHE U.S. NAQ ciep SUTSP aPPedLs cowrt vicdories 40 CONCLUDE Hia+ No FREEDOM OF
dssociatioN vioLatioN Hav +aken PLAce, BRGUING HHAt cowrEs Hab RESTORED FREEDOM oF AssociatioN RiGHES 4o HHE UNTON.
However, +ig U.S. NAQ pip Not Factor into THs DECISTON EVIDENCE H1fat, DESPIHE HIE CoURE ViCHORTES, HHE UNTON MEMBERS
WERE NEVER BLE {0 EYERCISE HHETR RiGHES, SINCE No GOVERNMENE oFFicial alLowed HHem o bo so. SiMiLarLy, +He U.S.
NAQ Founp No LaBoR #RiBUNGL Bids N HHE SUTSP case gut piv Not piReciLy aopress Hig PEFHioNERS’ comPLaiNES. For
instance, o vefErming HHat No Bids evister iN He fRigwaL, HHE U.S. NAQ Pointep o SUISP victories wien i
aPPeEdLED LABOR FRIBUNGL DECISTONS, EVEN HHougH HHE aBiLiHY fo @PPEAL @ PECTSiON SHED No LiGHt oN HHE wWoRkINGS oF
He #RIBUNGL WHOSE DECISTON was aPPeaLED, Furtgr, HE U.S. NAQ Founp HHat, Given s stRucHRe, HE RTBUNGL woLLD
aPPEDR {0 BE BIASED IN SOME cases HHat came BEFORE i1, BUE, EVEN GVEN FHis FINDING, PECTDED HHat No FURHER actioN
NEeDED o BE kN oN HHe B7as ssug, even FHouaH e NAALC REQUIRED LABUR $RiBUNGLS fo BE CoMPLEJELY FREE oF Bids.

IN HHe sEconp case Processed 8 HHE U.S. NAQ purinG 1997, Human RigHis watel, ILRF, ano ANAD accuser e



MeYicAON GOVERNMENT OF FAILING +0 ENFORCE ONFI—DISCRIMINGFION LAwsS BY PERMIHHING MONDGFORY, HIRING—RELA{ED
PREGNANCY TESHING OF FEMALE JoB GPPLiCANFS iN MAQUILAPORAS. THE CoMPLAIN aLso aLLEGED HHat vickims of Hiis
DisCRiMINGFiON D> Not Have EFFEctive dccess fo LABoR FRiBUNALS fo RESOLVE HHE fssue. SuemiHep iN May, HHe NAQ
PECTDED f0 AccePE HHE CASE FOR REVIEW OND BEGAN @ MONHS—LONG PROCESS OF GOFHERING INFORMAHION ON HHE TSSUES
RATSED. THE MEYTCAN GOVERNMENT RESPONDED 0 HHE CASE BY ASSERFING HHat PREGNANCY 4ESHING vioLater NETHHER Meyican
NoR NFERNBHONDL Law. Af fis writiING, HHE U.S. NAO fs sHLL GatHERING iNFoRMBFION oN fHE fSSUES RATSED BY
petitioners. IN Ocoeer, e U.S. NAO anNounceD Hrat §F wolld Hold PUBLiC HEBRINGS ON fHE €ASE ON NoVEMBER 19.
A 1HiRp cdse was BRiEFLY REVIEWED 8Y fHE (LS. NAQ Buf Later witHpRAWN BY HHE PEATHONERS.

Relevant Human Rights Watch report:
SHate ResPonsTeiLity For RURAL Violewee in MeYico, 4/97

PERU

Human Rights Developments

DURING 1997 @ seRiES ofF aHacks oN HHe avtoNoMy oF Bovies EstasLisHed fo Protect constitutional RigHis, oN HHe
TNPEPENDENCE OF HHE JUDICiARY, OND ON FREEDOM OF HHE PRESS REVEALED HHE QUHHORIHORTAN SHLE oF HHE GOVERNMENT OF
Presivent ALgerto FUSTMORT with TNCREASING cLariY. IN May, #HE PRo—FusimMori MAJoRHY iN CONGRESS CRiPPLED Hijg
RecentLY eLectep Constifutional Covrt BY DisMisSiING HHREE oF s MEMBERS, AN ctioN wHicH PRoMPIED HHE cowrt's
PRESTDENE f0 RESTON IN PRofESE. THE CONGRESSTONGL ACHioN was IN RESPONSE f0 HIE CoWRY'S YSSUING OF @ RULING
CHALLENGING Fusimort’s constitutional riGHE #o sHaND For ELECHTON FOR @ HiRD CONSECUHVE $ERM. THE GOVERNMENS
ARBTHRARILY DEPRIVED ON [SRAELI—BORN MEDTA OWNER OF His PERWIAN NatioNaLTHY aND EYPROPRIGHED His SHARES N His
feLEViSiON SHatioN GFFER HE BROOPCOSH ON INTERVIEW wWitH GN 0RMY INFELLIGENCE OGENT wHo HOP BEEN DEFAINED OND
10RFURED BY HER SUPERIOR OFFICERS. PERV'S SHabowy Na¥ioNaL INFELLIGENCE SERvice (Servicio NacionaL be INFELTQENCTE,
SN), WHOSE DE Facto Hedp VLapiMiRo MONTESINGS S @ CLOSE GDVISER oF HHE PRESTDENF, waS WiDELY SUSPECED OF
ORDERING @ SERfES OF violent aHacks oN  JowRNGALists aNb PROMINENF PoLificians, 8s wELL @S wWiDESPREAD
SWRVEILLONCE 0N LLEGOL PHONE H8PPING OF PUBLiC PERSONBLIFIES SucH 8S GOVERNMENF MINISIERS OND @ FORMER
PRESTRENFTAL cANDDATE. EViDENCE EMERGED 1At MEMBERS ofF HHE L8 CoLiNG 8RMY DEAIH SQUAD, WHUSE MEMBERS WERE
RELEASED FROM PRISON UNDER N GMNESHY L PASSED iN JUNE 1995, WERE SHLL REQULAR visitors 8 GRMY HEAPQUARIERS iN
Lima.

PERV's aNEi—$ERRORTSE PoLicE coNFINVED fo ENGAGE SN +oRIRE, OND GRAVE ABUSES WERE aHRiBUIED 0 SOLDiERS
sTatioNED IN ZONES WHERE GRMED ONFI—GOVERNMENT GROUPS OPERGHED. No GDVANCES WERE MADE N PASSING BAPLY NEEDED
Legistation fo PREvENE aND PUNiSH ForRFURE, ALtHoUGH SEVERAL BiLLS Hab BEEN BEFORE (ONGRESS SINCE MarRcH 1996.
ConvitioNs TN SPECTAL PRISONS RESERVED FoR HHOSE BCCUSED 0R CoNViCHED oF JERRORiSH CRIMES CoNFiNVED Yo vioLate
INFERNGHONGL NORMS. HUNDREDS OF  TNNOCEN} PRISONERS wHo HAD FALLEN Foll oF HiE So—cdllep “FaceLess” anti—
1erRRORISE cowrEs, wHicH vioLatep RiGHIS +o @ DEFENSE aND @ FaTR RiaL, REMATNED TN PRISON. BY NovemBeRr 1, PRESTDENT
FusiMORT Hap RELEGSED 227 TNNOCEN} PRISONERS CONVICHED OR UNDER +RidL BY HHESE CoWREs aFFER HE SPecial Av—Hoc
CommissioN APPOINIED N 1996 +0 REVIEW SUCH CASES RECOMMENDED HHIETR PARDON. FINGLLY RESPONDING +0 INFENSE
criticism oF HE cowrEs BY DoMESHC NP INFERNGHONAL HUWMAN RIGHFS ORGANTZAFIONS, +HE GOVERNMENF DD Not RENEw
HHETR MONDBHE WHEN 7 EYPTRED TN MID—Qct0BER; HENCEFORWARD HHOSE GCCUSED OF 4ERRORTSM wWoULD BE FRTED BY ORDINGRY
JWGES. THoSE BCCVSED oF HHE MORE SERJOUS CRIME OF FREASON wouLd CONHINE fo BE RIED BY MILHARY cowrts, But Hiie
PENFHY oF +HE JUPGES woULD CEBSE fo BE SECREL,

ARMED 0PPOSTHiON GROVPS, HHE SHINING PafH (Senvero L\M?Noso) aNo Hie ToPac AMaRY RevoLufiongry Movement
(Movimiento RevoLuciondrio ToPac Awary, MRTA), ConFINUED o VioLate INFERNGHONAL HUMBNIHARTAN Law, ALfHouaH HiE
SCOLE OF GBUSES BY BotH ORGANTZAFIONS DECLINED witH FHE LEVEL oF BRMED activity. THE MRTA’S SPECHACULAR SETZURE ON



DeceEmBER 17, 1996, OF HUNDREDS oF Hostages &t HHE RESTDENCE oF fHE JAPANESE AMBASSAPOR iN LiMa FLAGRANILY vioLafep
HE PROHTBHTON ON HostAGe—4aKkING CONFATNED TN FHE (ENEVA CONVENEFIONS. AFHER RELEASING HUNDREDS oF fHE HosHagEs,
e MRTA conFINVED +0 HoLD SEVENFY—Fno—OMONG FHEM GOVERNMENH MINTSTERS, SJWDGES, AND DiPLoMAFS—FOR MORE HHaN
FOUR MONTHS, UNFIL HHE 8RMY OND PoLicE STORMED HHE RESTDENCE, SECURING HHETR RELEAGSE ON APRIL 22, 1997,

Two MEMBERS OF HHE SECVRIY FORCES aNp @ SUPREME CoWRF JUDGE, (ARLoS (iusH ACURG, DIED DURING FHE RESCUE.
SOLDIERS AND PoLiCE KILLED ALL FOURIEEN GUERRILLAS FOUND iN $HE BUILDING. THE GOVERNMENS REFUSED fo INVESHGAHE HiiE
cirewmstances of HHE Hostage—1akers’ peatHs fo PEIERMINE WHEFHER HHEY WERE PRODUCED BY @ LEGTHMAIE USE OF FORCE
OR WHETHER SOME MaY HAVE BEEN KiLLED AFFER FHETR SURRENDER OR COPHURE,

No STONiFicant NEw activity BY HHE MRTA was REPORIED DURING HHE YEAR. Ackivity BY HHE SHINING Pat aPPEARED
{0 PECREASE DWRING HHE Hostage crisis, Bul e orGaANTZAtION REMAINED Active, PaRFiCULARLY iN LiMa anp iN RemMole
Parts of Hig vEPARIMENES OF SaN MariiN, Ucavals, Cusco, Ayacucto, anp Hudnuco. THERE was No STGN oF aNY CHANGE
iN s factics, wiic contiNnved fo vioLate Basic PRINCTPLES oF TNFERNGHTONAL HUMANTHORTAN Law. ACCorpiNG fo
PERWIAN HUMBN RIGHES GROUPS, BEFWEEN JANVARY aND AVGUst HHE 0RGANTZAFION SELECHVELY KiLLED ETGHIY—SEVEN PEOPLE,
OF WHoM SYHY—NINE WERE civiLians. ON May 15, HE SEVENFEENFH BNNIVERSARY oF $HE BEGINNING OF itS BRMED CAMPATGN,
He SHINING PatH EYPLODED @ cBR BomB oViSiDE 8 PoLice statioN iN HHE workiNG—cLass ared ofF Afe Vitarie, iN Lima,
WOWNDING SEVERAL PEOPLE,

For #e First HME IN MANY YEGRS, PERWIAN HUMAN RIGHES ORGANTZAFIONS HAP Not RECORDED NY CASES OF
EY4RAIWICTAL EYECUHON OR “DisAPPERANCE” BY HHE GRMED FORCES R HHE Police BY e enp of QctoBER. (ovERNMENE
FORCES, HOWEVER, CONFINVED +0 RESORY fo 0RFURE WHEN INJERROGAHING GUERRILLA susPECts., ONE MoNtH BEFORE HHE END
ofF HE Hostace crisis, HHE 3lst Division oF HHE PERWIAN ARmY DEFAINED MORE AN FordY Pedsants N Alto Yurinaks
aND OfHER REMOIE VILLAGES OF FHE PROVINCE oF  CHONCHAM@Yo, JUNIN DEPARIMENT, WHERE FHEY BELiEVED an MRTA
GUERRILLA COLWMN Hap ORTGINGHED. THE BRRESES FOLLOWED HHE JELEVISTON SCREENING OF @ NEWSCLTP wWHICH SHOWED Youdts
WEBRING MRTA BANDANGS $RATNING TN @ JUNGLE €aOMP iN FHE GREQ. AN GRMY COMMUNIQUE AcCUsEp HHE PEASANTS, TDENFTFIED
iN HHE PRESS BY HHETR NOMES, MUGSHotS, GNP SUPPOSED ALIASES, oF BELONGING fo aN MRTA coLuMN wHicH Hav PLANNED 4o
atack He ViLLa Ricd 8RMY COUNTERINSVRGENCY BASE witH HHE HELP oF CONSCRIPES wHo HAp iNFiLIRAED HHE BASE.
Between Fegruary 24 anp MareH 12 HHE SUPPOSED INFILIRAFORS, wHo HAD HHEMSELVES BEEN DEFAINED anp FoRFURED,
ACCOMPONTED SOLPTERS ROUND HHE GRED TPENFIFYING VILLAGERS, wHO WERE FHEN BRRESTED, 10RFURED, ONDP FORCED f0 TDENTIFY
otHERS.

DURING HIE ALto YURINGKT OPERBHON, SEVENIEEN—YER—0LD EMERSON WiSRECHER (ANEPA 1as pE+aiNED aF aBouH 4:00
PM oN MareH 9. He was Beaten, HING Y HE Feet, kickep N HIE stomacH ano PLUNGED HEAD FiRst into @ #aNk FULL oF
WaHER LACED wit PEFERGENY. THis #REGRMENE WENF ON FOR SEVERAL DAYS, WHILE SOLDTERS FORCED Him +0 ACCoMPANY HHEM
1o Look, FOR @ SUPPUSED WEAPONS CACHE. THE WEAPONS ALLEGEDLY FOUND WERE PREVIOUSLY BURTED BY HHE GRMY IN @ HolE
iN HHE GROUND, BccorDiNG o Locdl resivents. ON MareH 21 @ CHANNEL T5 JELEVISTON TNFERVIEW SHOWED WiSRECHER
OFER His RELEASE, SHLL witH VGLY wWOUNDS ON HiS wRists causep BY i ELeciRic cagLes vsep fo +E Hiem. THE Footage
aLso SHowED HHE BACk RooM OF @ SMALL GROCERY SHORE WHERE FHE SOLDTERS Hab $0RIURED WiSIRECHER, COMPLEIE witH @
cR BOHERY VSED FOR GIVING ELECHRIC SHocks anp @ RECEPHACLE SHLL CoNFOINING waterR anp petercent.  Tie
NFiHERRORISH POLicE RELEASED MoSt oF HIE DEFOTNEES GFFER FINDING No EVIDENCE 0 CHORGE +HEM, PESPHE HHE GpvANCE
PugLicity GIVEN 8Y HHE aRMY fo HHETR PRESUMED GUILE. IN @ FELEVISTON iNFERViEW ON MaRel 30, Presivent Fusimori
ProMiSED to iNvEsHigate e aLLEGatioNS oF FoRIVRE, BUF 10 0WR KNOWLEDGE, HHE MiNiSIRY oF DEFENSE Did Not CarrY
oVt aNY INVESHIGAFION, NOR WERE HHOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR HHE FoRFWRE DEFATNED OR CHARGED.

ARMY INTELLIGENCE BGENES aLso 0RFVRED ONE OF HHETR OWN SUBORDINGHES wHoM FHEY Ha GRRESIED ON SUSPiCioN oF
Ledking iNForRMAEioN fo HHE MEDTA BBovH SECREF ARMY PLANS fo INFIMIDAIE MEMBERS oF HHE 0PPosifioN Press. ON APRIL
6, “ContrRaPUNTD,” @ CHANNEL 2 JELEViSTON PROGRAM, FEGHRED @ SHOCKING TNFERVIEW with FHIRFY—S—YEAR—0LD LEONOR
La Rosa Bustamante, wHicH Hav BEEN SECRELY FILMED @+ HER BEDSTDE iN LiMa's MILTHARY HosPiHaL. THE COMERA SHOWED
SEVERE BURNS AND SCARRING ON HHE FINGERNGILS oF HER RIGHF HAND, OND SHE Could walk oNLY with assistance. La Rosa,
HERSELF AN BCHivE B0ENY oF HHE ARMY INFELLIGENCE SERvice (SERvicio be INFELIGENCTA bEL Esército, SIE, @ pEPARIMENS



oF Hie SN), soiv #at HE SE HELD HER For FIvE pays iN JaNVarY iN fHe BaseMENt oF HIE (ENERAL CommanD
(Comanvancsa GENEKaL) oF HE PERWIAN ARMY, kNowN 8s HE “Litte PentagoN” (PéNJraG'ONﬂ-o), ane SIE acents seat
HER aND FORFURED HER with ELECHRiCitY. L Rosa was aomiHes fo e MiLifary HosPitaL with HE@D iNgURTES. ON HER
DISCHARGE SHE WS GIVEN FIFHEEN DBYS CONVALESCENCE LEAVE. WHEN SHE REFURNED +0 woRk oN FEBRVARY 11, HER SUPERjOR
OFFiCERS OGOIN ARRESTED HER ONb fook HER Back, to HHe BaseMENS, WHERE HHEY INIERROGAIED HER UNDER f0RFVRE FOR @
FURHER week. ON FEBrUaRY 19, @F4ER HEMORRHAGING @S @ RESULE oF HiE BEAFINGS, SHE was RE—apMiHED +o HHE MILHARY
HosPifaL, WHERE SHE SUFFERED RESPTRAYORY FATLURE, SHE foLb CHANNEL 2 REPORFERS AND CONGRESSMEN wHo ViSTIED HER
BeDSTDE FHAt HER INFERROGAFORS SUSPECHED HER OF LEAKING INFORMABEION to HHE PRESS ON SECREY 8RMY INFELLIGENCE
PLANS {0 BLow UP @ JELEVISTON SHAHION aND INFIMIDAHE WELL—KNOWN JOURNALISTS aND HUMBN RIGHES DEFENDERS, TNCLUDING
JeLevision PERSONALIHY (£sar HiLoegranpt ano Lawyer Herierto Beniter.

ON May 9 @ MiLHarRY cowrt convictes g Heap of e SIE, (aRLos SANCHET NORTEGE, GNP HHREE OF HiS SUBORDINGHES
ForR HHE HorRFWRE oF L@ Rosd, ane SENIENCED fHEM fo ETGHF YEORS TMPRISONMENE. THE PROCEEDINGS WERE CONDUCHED
ACCORPING +0 SUMMEARY MILTFARY PROCEDVRES aND HELD N SECREY, MAKING 74 TMPOSSTBLE FoR oudsiDERS fo 8ssess HHe
EVIDENCE 0R WHETHER HIGHER OFFicials M@y HAVE ORDERED 0R ACQUIESCED iN HHE HoRIWRE. IN August fHe SuPreme Cowri
RESOLVED TN FAVOR OF FHE MILTHARY @ DiSPUIE 0VER JURISPICHON witH HHE CiviLiaN covrt HHat was dlso INVESHGHNG HE
COSE, GNP WHICH HAP SSUED AN ORDER FOR N INSPECHON oF HHE SIE'S pEfENtioN FaciLifies. THE RULING PReEEMPIED HiE
NSPECHON OND HHE PossigiLity oF PuBLic dccess +o HHe iNvestigation.

THE LiNk BetweeN HHE $RaESS oF HE SIE'S iNEiMiDation caMPAIGN GPPEARED +0 BE HIETR ROLE TN DENOUNCING 8RMY
HUMAN RiGHES BBUSES. BENFEZ, @ PROMINEN? HUMAN RiGHIS LAWYER, REPRESENIED FORMER (EN. RopolFo RoBLES EsPiNozd,
WHO Was FORCED iNto EORLY REFTREMENE WHEN HE PUBLTCLY REVEALED HHE NVOLVEMENE OF GN 8RMY DEGHH squap, KNowN as
e CoLING (ROVP, IN EYFRAIUDTCTAL EYECUHONS OND “DISAPPEARANCES” N 1992 . THE MEMBERS oF FHE DEAHH SQUAD WERE
JOTLED FOR HUMAN RiGHFS CRiMES BUf RELEASED UNDER @ GOVERNMENF OMNESHY PRomMULGHED iN JUNE 1995, SiNCE His
REFWRN FROM EYILE iN ARGENHING, RoBLES Hav Receivep RePEATED aNoNyMous FHRedds. ON  NovemBER 26, 1996 @RmY
INFELLTGENCE AGENES BEAF aND BDUCIED HiM TN REFALIAHON FOR HiS PENOWNCING HHE CoLiNG (GROVP'S ROLE IN @ BoMmB
attack +ue Previovs Octoger aqainst HHE Puno RaNsMiHER oF (LoBaL TELEVISTON, wHiCH Hab BEEN cRificaL of Hig
GovernvENt. THE @RMY RELEASED RoBLES N EBRLY DECEMBER GFFER DoMESHC aND INFERNGHTONAL PRoteSE Forecep Hiig
GOVERNMENT 40 GPPROVE ON GMNESH ForR HM. HowevER, HaRAsSMENE oF RoBLES aND His FaMiLY continvep, ON Marey 26,
1997, FouR UNTDENFFiED assaiLants +riep fo agpuct RoBles’s son, Jaime RoBLes Monto¥d, wHo was DRIVING His FatHER's
car af e #ime. Leonor L@ Rosa festiFiep ot sHe Wad SEEN MEMBERS oF HHE CoLiNG (ROVP FREQUENIING @RMmY
HEBPQUARIERS, PROVIDING MORE EVIDENCE #Hat HIE MATN BENEFICTARIES oF HHE 1995 AMNESHY WERE SHLL oN 8ctivE SERViCE,

INCLUDED §N CHONNEL 2’s FEFRE oN LEONOR LA Rosd was an investication into HHE “DisaPPEARANCE” oF MARTELLA
Lvey Barreto RioFano, also @ SIE agent anv @ FRiEND oF L@ Rosa. THE PRoGRAM REVEALED fHat @ DISMEMBERED CORPSE
FouNp iN PLastHc BAGS oN @ RoBPSTPE NoRHH oF LiMa oN MaRcH 23 BELONGED +o BaRReto, anv ot sHe Hap seeN e
Mistress of (aP+. MarHiN Santiaco Rivas, FORMER HEAD oF $HE COLING GROVP. THE NEWSPAPER [d FEPUBLICA Hav REPORIED
in Fegruary Hiat BarRrReto was also UNDER iNvesHGatioN BY HHE SIE IN ReLation fo Ledkep iNForRmation aBout
iNFELLTGENCE dctivities. Ad His wRIHING HHoSE RESPONSTBLE FOR HER MURDER REMAIN 8 LORGE.

Otgr aHacks against JovrNaLists aNp 0PPoSTHON PoLificians wERE aLso @HRTBUIED BY HUMAN RiGHIS GROVPS fo
e SN, aLfHouGH HHE GovERNMEN} iNsiSTED HHEY WERE FHE woRK OF ORDINGRY criMinals. ON Mared 19 iN Lima,
UNTDENFIFTED GUNMEN KiDNGPPED anb BEAE HHREE 0ccUPANES oF 8 JEEP 0wWNED BY JaviER DiEz CANSECO, @ CONGRESSMAN OF
e Unite Lert (hquicroa UN?Da), wHo 7S KNowN N PERV FoR His caMPATGNING ON HUWMAN RiGHES fsSues anp HHe oB3ECH
oF et HUreats anv attacks N fHe Past. IN He vedicle, aPari From HHE DRiVER, WERE PafRicia VaLbEz, aN
ARGENFINE HUMAN RiGHES dpvocate, anp DiET CANSECO’S BOPYGUARD, wHo was SHot iN HHE LEG. THE HHREE WERE BEAYEN aND
FHREBFENED AND EVENVALLY DROPPED OFF; HHE €BR was FOUND LAER @ BURNED—OVH wRECK BY fHE RodpsiveE,  ON APRIL 1,
FOUR HEQVILY BRMED MEN 8BbuctED BLancd Rosales, GENERAL EbiHoR oF  [d REPUBLICH sHorILY aFHER MiDNIGHE cLose 4o
He PAPER’S OFFICES N CENFRAL LiMB WHILE SHE waS DRIVING HOME with @ CoLLEAGUE, JUaN DE LA PueNtE. THE MEN BEGH
anp FHReddened Rosales But, Like HHE occuPants ofF Diez CANSECO’S JEEP, LAJER OLLOWED HER o ESCAPE. [d FEFUBLICH,



8 LeF4—0F—CcENIER OPPOSTHION NEWSPAPER, HAS COMPATONED FoR YEARS AGainst FHE SIN anp e CoLing GROVP. IN JUNE,
(Esor HHiLpEgRANDY, PRESENIER OF HE FELEVISTON PROGRAM EN PERSUNG, PEMANDED Hiat HE INFERTOR MiNiSIRY GUARANIEE
His FaMiLy's saFety aFfer HiE PRoGRAM BTRED REVELAFIoNS BY La Rosd deovt @ PLAN TN Decemeer 1996 By HHE SIE 4o kiLL
HiM; HE BLSo RECETVED @ JELEPHONE ALl FHREAIENING FHE SOFERY OF His SoN. WitHiN pays aFFER e REVELAHONS BECAME
PUBLIC, N FNV PERSONG FilM CREw wiis 8Hackep BY HHREE GRMED MEN oF MILFARY GPPEARANCE wHo BROKE iNfo @ Hovse
WHERE HHEY WERE 880Vt f0 Film N INFERViEW. A wEEK LaJER, FHREE GRMED MEN @ssauliep anp Beat VP JourRNdList Luis
ANGELES LayNes, Polifical evitor of fHE POPULER NEwsPAPER Qo iN 8 Liva sireet;  Co sHoFFeERs HAp EARLIER
RECEIVED FHREGIENING PHONE caLLs.

WHILE fHESE BHACks REMATNED ANONYMOUS OND FHE GOVERNMEN} DSCLATMED RESPONSTBILIAY, 7 OPENLY DENOUNCED
OoHER JOVRNALiSES BND MEDTA PROPRIEFORS wWHO PUBLISHED UNWELCOME DiSCLOSURES, OND OPENED SELECHVE PROSECUHIONS
aGaiNst fHem For aLlegep +ay vegts. THe maiN FARGEF was Barue [VEHER BRONSIEIN, ON ISRAELI—BORN MAGNAE aND
MAJORTHY SHAREHOLDER iN CHANNEL 2 fELEViSiON, HHE statioN wHicH 8irep HHe EYPLosivE L Rosd iNtERviEw. IN fHE pays
FOLLOWING #Ha+ BRoBpcast, HELICOPHERS CTRCLED ovER FHE SHAFION, ONp Police iNvestiGators ORRIVED HHERE {0 GatHER
iNFORMAEiON 8Bovt OLLEGED iMPorY Ay evasion. (aPtain Julio SaLds, @ Police oFFicER PLACED iN CHARGE oF HHE
customs InvesHqation, Later statep fat @ SUPERTOR HAb Folb Him HHE INVESHGAHON was oRDERED BY HHE SIN. WHEN HHE
INFENDED HORASSMENT RECEIVED ADVERSE PUBLICHY, HHE GOVERNMENT HALFED HHE iNvESHGBHON aND PUBLTCLY DENTED T HaD
EVER BEGUN. SOL8S, wHo REFUSED {0 coMPLY with iNsTRUCHioNS o DENY His RoLE N HHE iNvEsEigation, was HHReafenED
aNp INFIMIDBIED BY His SUPERITORS, GNP ON fwo 0€€aSioNs, UNKNowN assditants aHacken His wiFe iN HHe streef. On
May 23, #He GRMY TSSUED @ COMMUNTQUE DENOUNCING IVCHER, wHo HAD FAKEN REFUGE N Miami, For ALLEGEDLY 4RYiNG fo
PAMAGE HHE GRMED FORCES' PRESHIGE. THIS waS FoLLOWED BY @ waRRANF FoR His @RRESt BY HHE MiLi#aRY Justice
aVHoRHTES. THE GOVERNMENF FHEN INFRODUCED N UNEYPECTED CHANGE iN HHE TMMIGRAFTON RULES, WARNING NGHURALTZED
Perwians FHAE FHEY RiSkeED LosiNG HHETR CiizENSHIP §F HHEY ENGAGED SN #REASONOVS BEHaviorR. ON Juwy 13 if Revokep
IveHeR's PERWIAN NaFioNALitY, ciHiNG GLLEGED TRREGULARIHES N His GPPLICAtON FOR CTTZENSHIP, wHicH HAv BEeN
QRANIED JHIRIEEN YEORS BEFORE GNP NEVER PREVIOUSLY QUESEIONED. THiS dction vioLaten PErV's constitufion (ArbicLe
2:21), wHicH Holbs Ha+ No oNe MY BE STRTPPED oF His oR HER NaFIONALHY, 8S weELL 8s iNFERNGHIONGL FREBHiES RAFIFTED
BY Perv.

MiNuiES BEFORE HHE DECREE BPPEARED N HHE oFFicial qazette, velgr’s feLevisioN statioN, CHANNEL 2, Broavcast
He ResULEs oF ON TNVESHGAHON wHicH PWRPORIED fo SHow HHat +ie SIN Hav +aPPep HE PoNes of ot Least 197
BUSTNESSMEN, POLTHICTaNS, OND PUBLTC PERSONALTHES, INCLWING Foreian MiNister Francisco TUbELS, S wELL @S FORMER
UNTED NatioNs SECREFARY—GENERAL GND 0PPOSTHION PRESTDENHTAL canpivate, Javier PERez pe CUELLAR, PresipEnt Fusimors,
PriME MiNistER ALBERY0 PaNDOLFT, anb HE HEAD oF fHE SN, Julio SaLazar MoNRoE, ALL SERENVOUSLY DENTED HHE REPORY.
THey cLaimvep fHat PRIVAIE iNDIVIDVALS WERE RESPONSTBLE OND COULD EASLY 0BAIN HHE NECESSARY EBVESPROPPING
EQUIPMENT. CoMMUNTCHIONS EYPERTS, HOWEVER, TNDICAtED HHat HHE SOLE OF ELECIRONTC EBVESPROPPING EQUIPMEN' was
ResTRiCIED +0 GOVERNMENY GGENCIES, WHILE @ fELEViSion iNvesHaation rRevedlep Hat e GovERNMENT of PERV Hap
UPPAHED TS ELECIRONTC SURVETLLANCE EQUIPMENT N 1994,

By vaRiovs LEqAL wEANS FusimMori’s ParEY, CHANGE 90—New Masoridy (Caweio 90—Nveva Mayoria, €90—\M) 4riev +o
WEBKEN HE cRitical FUNCHION oF aufoNoMovs consHHVETONAL Bopies SEF VP +0 SBFEQUARD INDIVIDUAL RiGHES aND FHE RULE
OF Law. IN May, C90—NM's ParLiaMENIARY MASORIY Dismissep HHREE mMEMBERS of fHE Constifufional Cowr aFfer
TMPEACHING #1EM FOR PUBLISHING @ RUING #a+ @ Law Passed 8Y FusiMori $o ENGBLE HiM +o SHAND FOR @ SECOND RE—
ELECHiON N HHE YEBR 2000 wWis iNaPPLicABLE, ARFicLE 112 oF HHE constHiHWioN PoES Not PERMIE @ SECOND RE—ELECHON,
But FHe TMPUGNED Ldw HAD INFERPREFED HIE BRFICLE 8S EYCLUDING FERMS OF OFFICE PRiOR +0 HHE PROMULGAFION oF HIE
consHHUEON N 1993, THE TMPEACHERS GRGUED A+ $HE COURY HAP No QUORUM FOR HHE RULING, BUF FOWR OF $HE SEVEN
JWGES oN HIE COoWRY DISAGREED. THE FIRINGS CAUSED PRoYESHS ACR0SS HHE NGHON GNP PROVOKED STRONG 0BIECHONS FROM
1Ue Jupiciary, tHe atHorNeY qENERAL, tHe OFFice of fHE PeoPLe’s Derenver (Derensor peL PUEBLO), ane e Catrolic
CHVRCH, 8S WELL 8S CONCERN BY HHE INFER—AMERTCAN Commission oN Human RicHts. PRior to HER pisMissal, oNg oF g
JWGES, DELTA REVOREDD, FOUND HERSELF UNDER INVESHGAtION BY 8 Callao cowrE For HHE MPORY oF @ €BR N @ COSE wHicH



Ha> LONG BEEN CLOSED, NP SHE ALLEGED +Hat HER HOME HAD BEEN UNDER SURVETLLANCE.

MEBSURES PURPORIED +0 REFORM HHE JWICTARY, wHICH was DRASHCALLY PLRGED aFHER FUSTMORT'S couP iN 1992, came
UNPER SEVERE QUESTIONING FRoM PoLiticians, HE PugLic, ane HIE JUPGES HEMSELVES, 8S T+ BECAME TNCREASINGLY CLEAR
e qoaL was fo FiaHten execuive contRoL ovER HHE CoURE systeM. A PolL conpuctep N August Revedlep fat Less
FHoN ONE N FiVE MEMBERS oF HHE LiM@ PoPULAEiON HAD ONY CONFIDENCE N HHE JUDICiaRY, OND JWGES HHEMSELVES
COMPLAINED OF INSECURIEY GFFER @ WAVE OF FIRINGS BY HHE EYECVEIVE CommissioN oF HHE JUpiciary, wHOSE HE@D, FORMER
Navy (aPt. JosE DELLEPIANE, was GPPOINIED IN 1996 BY HHE GovERNMENE 4o overiauL He cowris. Five years aFter
FusiMori’s prastic INFERVENFTON OF HHE JUDiCiary, 90 PERCENT OF PERV'S JUbGES SHLL HAD ONLY PRovisionaL status, anp
HeTR Lack oF 4ENVRE MADE FHEM NOFORTOUSLY VULNERGBLE fo PRESSWRE FRoM HHE EYECUHVE BRANCH. THE DIRECHOR oF HE
Acavemy oF e NationaL Macistrates’ Cowneil (Conseso NacionaL be La Macisiratura, CNM), wHicH s RESPONSTBLE FOR
FRAINING SWQES, Estimater FHat i woulp fake HREE 0R FoWR YEBRS For fHe ONM 4o FiLL aLL HHe vacant Posts witd
PERMAONENY APPOINTEES, MEONWHILE, FHE comMMiSSToNs SEF VP N 1996 f0 coorpiNGHE HHE RESIRUCIRING oF THE cowris aND
He PusLic MiNiSIRY WERE CRIFCIZED FOR TNEFFICTENCY 8S wWELL 8S BEING HEGPED 8Y Loyl GOVERNMENE APPOINFEES.
MemBERS oF CONGRESS FRoM HHE GOVERNMENT 8S WELL @S HHE 0PPOSTiON MAPE NEw PRoPoSALS iN August 4o RESIRUCHRE
HHe REFORM PROCESS, TINCLUWDING 8@ CoNIROVERSTAL PRoPosAL to REDUCE HHE fRATNING REQUIREMENTS OF NEw JUWGES fo
SPEED UP NEw GPPOINIMENES. AS @ ResuLE oF Fusimori's INFERVENFTON, HHE CoVrRES’ $RAPTHONGL TNEFFICTENCY HAS BEEN
COMPOUNDED BY 8 GROWING SUBSERVIENCE to HE EYECVEIVE BRANCH.

IN @ pistwRBING DEVELOPMENE wWHicH fLLusirRafep fHE ABove PRoBLEMS, CoNFLicts BERWEEN CIVILiAN CoURts aND
MILHHORY FRTBUNBLS OVER HHE GPPLICABILHY oF CoNSHHUFONAL QUARANFEES SUCH 8S WRTES OF HABEGS CORPUS WERE RESOLVED
N FaVOR OF HHE MILTHaRY BY HHE SUPREME CoVRY. WHEN AHORNEY (ENERAL MIGUEL ALJOVIN SWAYNE ORDERED LEGAL dction
aqainst e SUPERTOR CoUNCiL oF MiLi#arY Justice (Conseso SUPERioR bE Justicia MiLHAR, CSIM) For FaiLing 4o comPLY
wiH HHReE SEPARAIE HABEAS CORPUS wRits fssuep BY HHe CHAMBER of Puglic Law of HHE LiMa aPPedls cowrf, e
(SUM’s Presivent HIREGIENED f0 OPEN TMPEACHMENE PROCEEDINGS AQAINSt ALJoviN.  THEN He (SUM Presenter @
DISCTPLINGRY comPLAiNG against fHE LiM@ @PPEdLs covRE JUDGES wHo HAP GRANTED HHE HABEAS CoRPUs. IN JUNg, @
Supreme CourRY PANEL SUMMBRILY RELFEVED JUbGES SERGTo Salds \iLLalogos, ELizagety Rovana MacRae THays, ano Juan
Cancio CasHilo \ELBSQUET ofF HIETR DUHES ON HE GPPEALS covrt. ONE oF HE €AsES 74 HAb BEEN DUE 40 HEAR was aN
aPPedL For constitutionaL Protection (ﬁMPﬁRfJ} BY Baruey [veler acainst HIE PECTSTON DEPRIVING HiM oF His PERWIAN
NOFToNaLTHY.

THe SuPreme CoWRY ALso DisMisSED HHE BHORNEY GENERAL'S ccusation aqainst HHE (SM, RGVING HHat HHE miLiHary
Justice QUHHORTHES CoWLD DISREGARD ONY HABEAS CORPUS wiicH was “ILLEGAL.” INsteap, i 0RDERED e FHREE APPELLAIE
JUWGES PROSECUIED FoR BREACH oF PuBLic puly (PREVﬁR/?ﬁ#J). THe PANEL wiicH RULED oN HHE COSE wWaS COMPUSED oF
1EMPORARY JUWGES witHOUF fENURE, NP wHO WERE FHEREFORE VULNERGBLE 0 PRESSURE FRoM HHE MILIFARY aNo HIE
eyecviive, ON Serdemeer 4, Hig EYEcudive Commission of HHE PugLic MiNistRY PECTDED Not fo ORDER HHE PROSECUHON OF
He HReE JUPGES.

IN Juuy, fHEN—MiNTstER oF He INFERTOR (BRLOS Saucepo §SSUED @ SHocking orpER Hiaf Jupge ELBa (Reta Minava
(aLLe, oF e 3741 PenaL CovrE oF LiMa, BE PROSECUIED FoR FERRORISM AND OFHER CRIMES FOR GRANFING @ HOBEAS CORPUS
wRit aqainst HE NationaL Police, Due 4o @ PuLic outcry, HE FERRORTSM CCUSBHON was PROPPED, BUF DiSCTPLINGRY
PROCEEDINGS 8GAINSE JWGE MINGYB—WIDELY RESPECIED FOR HER TNDEPENDENCE OND INFEGRIY—REMAIN oPEN af fifis
WRTHING.

(ONGRESS RENEWED HE MANDAIE oF fHE @Hoc commission EsTaBLISHED N 1996 40 REViEw CASES OF PRISONERS
UNJUSHLY BCCUSED 0R SENFENCED FoR +ERRoRISM UNHTL FEBRUARY, 1999, BY NovemBER PResSTENt FUsiMORT Hab RELEASED 227
TNNOCENT PRISONERS ON HHE RECOMMENDAEION OF HHE COoMMISSION, BUE HUNDREDS MORE REMAINED iN JAiL. As of His
WRIFING, FHE GOVERNMENY Has REFUSED 40 RENEw OccEss oF HHE INFERNGEToNAL Committee of Hie Rev (Ross (ICRC) 4o
MBYMUM—SECURTHY PRISONS, wHiCH i+ SUSPENDED DURING HIE HosHAGE crisis. Visits 8Y HHe ICRC, wHicH pogs Not PusLisi
s FiNpiNGS BUF comMUNicAtES fiem PRIVAIELY {0 HHE GOVERNMENT, HAVE PROVEN EFFECHVE TN REDUCING HHE TNCTDENCE
OF SLL—IREGIMENT, INCLUDING FORFURE AND FORCTBLE DiSAPPEARANCE, oF DEFAINEES. THE CONFINUED DENTAL oF ICRC deccess



UNPERLINED HHE GOVERNMENFE'S DISREGARD FoR HHE RiGHIS oF DEFAINEES ACCUSED oF ERRORiSM AN FREASON. PRiSON
CONPTHIONS FOR HIGH—SECWRIHY PRISONERS CONFINUED {0 BE EYFREMELY HARSH. IN APRIL anp Avgust, 161 HigH—SeECWRitY
PRISONERS JAILED FOR JERRORTSE OFFENSES WERE FRONSFERRED {0 8 NEw PRiSON 8 (HALLAPALCo, Locater at More HHaN
14,000 Fegt N HE PERWIAN ANDES, WHERE JEMPERGHRES DROP +o HWENEY DEGREES BELow 7€R0 CENFIQR®E (Fowr
DEGREES BELOw 7ER0 FAHRENHET ) THESE conpitions consHHUIED @ SERTOUS Risk fo HEALHH, N FHE REMOYENESS OF HiE
sife meant HHat HHE PRISONERS WERE VIRIVALLY el oFF FRoM HHE OVISTDE wORLD, VioLAHING TNIERNGHTONBL NORMS.

IN JUNE HHE GOVERNMENS INFRODUCED NEW PRISON REGULAHONS FOR PRISONERS BCCUSED 0R CoNvictep oF “terrorist”
CRIMES, wHiCH MaY AMELIORAE SoME oF HHE woRsE FEAIWRES oF fHE PRISON REGQIME. PRISONERS WERE {0 BE OLLOWED
WEEKLY, INSHEDD oF MONFHLY, visits FRom fHE FaMILTES, OND HHETR CHILDREN woULD BE ALLOWED o visit HHEM EVERY wEEK,
INSTEAD OF EVERY +HREE MONFHS. PRISON PRIVILEGES WERE +0 BE EARNED 8Y Goob CONPUCE, BUE NEW PRISONERS, REGORDLESS
ofF HEe NAFRE oF HETR OFFENSE, SHLL Hap fo SPEND 8 YEAR UNDER HHE HARSHEST REGTME, Lockep WP iN HHETR CELLS aND
OLLOWED oVt FOR ONLY ONE HoVR @ paY.

The Right to Monitor

THe Pro—Huvan RicHts Association (Asociaeion PRo—DeErRECHDS Humanos, APRODEH), wHicH PLAYED @ PROMINENS ROLE N
BRINGING HUMAN RiGHES vioLations +o PugLic aHENEION, SUFFERED HORASSMENS, INCLUDING PERSTSTENS SURVETLLANCE ND
aNONYMOUS DEGH FHREdFS. THE HHRedts coineived with APRODEI'S dssistance +o e BELEAGUERED JUDGES GND Police
capdain Juio Satas. ON August 14, APRODEH staFF Receivep Five HHREGHENING PHONE cdLLs asking agovt Juwae
MiNaya, iNSULEING HHem anb FHReBEENING fo moke FHem “pisapPedr”. Later fuat aFferRNooN @ BLAck \oLkswaceEN
FoLLowed MiNaYa's €aR wHEN sHE visiter APRODEN'S Lima offFice. WHeN APRODEH stafF Questioned HHE DRIVER, HE
CONFIRMED H1at HE wis Following HHE swaEe. ON SePfemeer 4, 8 MaN FWRNED WP af HHE oFFicE cLaiMing fo BRING @
MESSAGE TN ON ENVELOPE FRoM JUWGE MiNaYa. THE LEHER wadS ON GNONYMOUS  waRNING fo APRODEH'S birecior,
Francisco SoBERON, Not +o MEDDLE iN HIE €aSE oF Policg (aP. Julio SaLas anp AcCusing BotH SaLas ano SOBERON oF
dccePHing @ BRBE oF $30,000 FRoM BaRUCH IVCHER. “SH0P MEDDLING N wHAF DOES Not CONCERN You, YU HAVE BEEN
WARNED, SON oF @ Bitey,” g LeHHER sdiv. THe sOME PERSON LEFF aNotHER LEHER iN HIE HoME oF Maria Jesis (arcia
SOncHEL, SALAS’s CoMPANTON, GCCUSING SaLas of REACHERY anp HREGFENING Fo kil HiM “Like @ vog.” ON Hie
FOLLoWiNG p@Y, SoBERON, Maria Jesis (areia, SaLas’s Lawyer DR. MiRo ToLevo, aN SoFia MAcHeR, EYECUHVE SEcrReFarY
OF PERV'S RESPECHED NONGOVERNMENFAL HUMAN RiGHES UMBRELLA GROWP, HHE National Coorpingtor of Huvan Riuts
(Coorpinavora NacionaL bE DErRECHoS Huvanos, (NDH) HELD @ PRESs CONFERENCE to DENOUNCE HEE HIREBIS. Tiwo HOWRS
LateR, EACH OF HHEM RECETVED 8 FHREGHENING PHONE CALL FROM 8 WOMEN WHO GNNOWNCED +Hat SHE PERSONBLLY woulp KiLL
Maria Jesis (jareia. THe LaHER RECEVED HIREE MESSAGES ON HER BEEPER FROM 8 PERSON TMPERSONGFING SUBERON
SUMMONING HER {0 8N WRGENF MEEFING.

The Role of the
International Community

United States

THe Unitep States amBassavor iN LiMa, DENNTS JEH, GSSUMED @ HIGHER PROFILE ON HUWMEAN RiGHES GND Civil LiBeRHES IN
1997 +HON HOS BEEN EMBASSY PRACEICE TN PREViOUS YEORS, 8 GROFIFYING STEP dwdy FRom HHE Policy oF QUiet piPLoMacy
WE HAVE criticizep SN e Past.  Jetd's HiMELY NFERVENFIONS MBY HAVE HELPED @void @ PEYERTORBEING HUMBN RiGHES
siation BECOMING MucH worse. ON 8t Ledst siY occasions JeH sPokg out oN HUMEN RIGHFS TSSUES, INCLUDING F0R{VRE,
FREEDOM OF HHE PRESS, DVE PROCESS N ANFI—FERRORISH FRiALS, OND Jupicial SNPEPENDENCE. ON APRIL 9, FOR EYAMPLE,
JEH oLp REPORIERS wHo QUESHIONED HiM oN fHE L@ Rosd case +at @ PromP4 Snvestigadion ofF e forFWRE coulp
iMPROVE PERU'S INFERNGHIONDL TMAGE. ONE MoNTH LAJER, MILTARY Sustice oFFicials aNNOUNCED fHat FOWR OFFiCERS Hap
RECEIVED EiGHI—YEAR SENFENCES BY MiLI#8RY COURFS, BN UNPRECEDENIEDLY SWiFF RESPONSE. THE GMBASSAPOR DESCRIBED HHE
pismissal of fHe FHReE Constitutional Cowrt JWGES as “DEFINTIELY @ SHEP BACkwaARDS N FHE PROCESS OF CONSOLiDatioN



OF PERWIAN DEMoCRACY.” ON g Ivelgr cdse, SHate DeEPARIMENT SPokeSPERSON NicHolds BURNs dccusep fife
GOVERNMENY OF DEPRIVING IVEHER oF His PERWIAN NaHioNaLifY For PoLitical REGsoNs anb Pointed ouf it “His action
RATSES FUNDAMENIAL QUESHIONS BB0VE FREEDOM OF HHE PRESS OND OF EYPRESSION.”

THOVUGH HHESE TNFERVENFTONS WERE POORLY RECETVED BY HHE PERWIAN GOVERNMENY, fHEY SEF aN MPoR{ANE fONE FOR
PERV's RELAtioNs with fHe Unitep SHates, ReMinbing PERwiBN autHorifiEs Hat HHE U.S. would Not B2 SiLENE oN HumaN
RIGHES TN EYCHANGE FOR COOPERAEFION iN OFHER SPHERES, SUCH 8S ECONOMIC Policy aNe anti—NBrRcotics EFFoRTs,

However, He UNHep SHates’ RoLE TN PERU was MARRED BY @ CONFINUING BMBIGUIHY CONCERNING T#S RELAHONSHIP
with VLapiMiRo MontESiNoS, DE Facto HE@ ofF fHE SIN. MoNFESINOS, wHo is REPORIED +0 HAVE wWoRKED FoR HHE CEN{RAL
INFELLTGENCE AGENCY, 7S WIDELY SEEN N PERV 8S ENJOYING WASHINGFON'S SUPPORY, @ Notion #Hat 1He UNifep States vip
NoHIING Fo DISPEL, MOREOVER, WASHINGFON REPORFEDLY MAINFAINS @ CoveERY AssisHINCE PRoGRAM with fHE SIN 4o comBat
PRUG FRAFFICKING. THis APPARENT LiaTSON with @ UNH DEEPLY TNVOLVED TN ANFI—DEMoCRAtiC activities UNDERMINES HiE
iMPact ofF PugLic stafements mave By Jett anv e SHafe Deparivend.

European Union

THe EVROPEAN PARLTAMENS TSSUED @ STRONG RESOLUFTON ON JULY 22 €ALLING oN HHE Fusimori qoverRnment o ReinsHatE HiE
magistrates of HHE Cons#ifulional Court wHo HAb BEEN bisMissep BY HE (ONGRESS: f0 GUARANIEE FREEDOM OF
EYPRESSiON: NP to 8BoLiSH HHE PRACHCE oF FoRFURE.

VENEZUELA

Human Rights Developments

As N PREViOUS YEBRS, HUMEN RiGHES vioLations SN 1997 wERE cLosELY Linkep +o HHE BaHLE against cRiME iN VENEZUVELE'S
cities. Facing e DIFFiCUt CHALLENGE OF PoLiCiNG HHE PooR GNP TNCREASINGLY CRIME—RTDDEN NETGHBORHooDS Hiat
SWRROUND (BRACAS ON> OFHER VENETVELAN CiHES, SECWRiY FORCES RESORIED fo systemadic BBUSES, TNCLUDING foRIVRE,
EYFRAIUDTCTAL EYECUETONS, OND HHE DISPROPORETONGIE USE OF LEHHAL FORCE. TIME—HONORED MEHHODS USED f0 COVER WP
fLLEgAL KiLLiNGs, FoQEHER witH ON aNFiquatep LeqaL system fHat oBstructep PrRoMPE aNp iMPARETAL NvESTiGations,
ENSVRED Hat HE PERPEIRAFORS OF HESE ABUSES FENDED +0 G0 UNPUNISHED. DESPIHE EFFORTS BY GOVERNMENT AUHHORTHIES
10 IMPROVE PRISON CONPIHIONS, CONVICHED PRISONERS NP FHOSE BWAIFING FRiAL CONFINVED +0 BE HELD TN CTRCUMSHANCES
HHat vioLatep iINterRNaFIONOL sTANDARDS.

THE PACE OF POLICE BBUSES SHOWED No STGN OF LEHHNG VP FRom HHE PRIOR YEBR, 8S VENETVELAN POLiCE FORCES,
NCLUDING HHE TEcHnTeaL Jwicial Police (PoLicia TEentea Jwicial, PTJ), conFiNueED +o commit SERToUS HUMBN RiGHES
VIOLBHIONS, TNCLUWDING SUMMARY EYECUHONS. N SOME cBses, Police eYEcUep inpivibvals fHougHt fo BE DANGEROVS
CRIMINALS, OR SOUGHE REVENGE FoR HHE KILLING oF PoLice 8GENTS. IN 0FHER INSTANCES, PoLice sHot susPects FLEEING
ARRESE OR HHE SCENE OF @ CRIME. IN SHILL ofHER CasES, PoLice committED ABUSES UNRELED fo HHETR PoLice woRrk, suc
aS DRING FiGHEs 0R $0 SEFHILE PERSONAL GRUGES. ACCORDING 0 HIE NEbWoRK. IN SUPPORE oF Justice anp Peace (Rep
bE APoyo PoR L@ Justicia ¥ La Pdz, Rev ve APO‘/O), PoLice commiHeD 8t Least NINEFY exFrRAwIcTaL EYECUHioNS BERWEEN
January ane August, @ FiQuRe Hiat was coMPaRABLE fo HHE PRIOR YEGR'S HaLLY.

IN INVESHGAHNG BRBTHRARY KILLINGS BY HHE PoLicg, Human Ricits watel Founp #Hat Many kiLLING'S aPPEARED +o Have
BEEN PLANNED BEFOREHAND aNo fHAf fHE Police gPPedred fo Follow STANDBRD PROCEDWRES DESIGNED fo avoiv
dccowwtagiLity. OFFicers oFtEN wWoRE Hoobs fo PRotect TDENEIFication, SHEPHERDED ONLOOKERS @wdy FRoM HHE SCENE
BEFOREHAND, AND FIRED GUNS iNfo HHIE 8iR aFFER HHE KILLING fo SiMuLate @ FiReFiqHt. To CoveR VP @BUSES, HHEY SomEFIMES
REMOVED HHE CORPSE BEFORE CRIME—SCENE TNVESHIGAHORS BRRIVED, oN HHE PRefeyt oF faking HHE vickim +o @ HosPitaL,
PLANFED WEBPONS OR DRUGS ON HHE victiM, 0R REMOVED HiS 0R HER CLoFHING OND PERSONGL TDENFiFication. OFFicers also
INFIMIDBHED RELAHIVES OR WItNESSES 40 DISSUBDE HHEM FROM DENOUNCING wHAF FHEY HAD SEEN. [N SEVERAL C@sEs, Post—
MORFEM MEDiCAL EYOMINGFIONS PERFORMED BY fHe Mepical Legal INstituie, @ NationaL Forensic agency fHat is



SVBORDINGHE +o HE PTJ, FaiLED +o DISCLOSE INFORMBHION ON HHE NUMBER aND LOCAHiON OF GUNSHoE wWOUNDS.

IN @ #yPicaL evecufion, PTJ oFFicers killep JosE (REGORTo RonpoN oN JUY 4 SN His Home N g (atia
NETGHBORHoOD oF (ARAcas. THE PoLicE ARRIVED @t 5:00 aM., FORCED HIETR waY iNFo HHE HOVSE, AND OVERPOWERED RONDON,
wHo was N BEb oN HHE First FLooR. His sister, ANG Rosd, Sdw HiM LYING oN HHE FLOOR witH @ Policeman's Foot
PRESSED {0 His HEBD, BEFORE HE POLiCE Locked HER ND HER MOFHER iNFO @ POoWNSHAIRS RoOM, FROM WHERE HHEY HEARD
SHots Firep, AF4ER RELEASING HIE #ivo wWOMEN, PoLice +olb ANA Rosa +Hat RonNpON Hap BEEN SHot Becavse HeE Hav +Riep
fo resist arrest. Trey Removed HiE BobY anp fook i+ o HHE MORGUE. THE PoLice arRrResHED RoNbON'S sister anp fook. HER
o PTJ Hedvquarters iN (ARABoBo PaRK, WHERE HHEY HHREAHENED HER with FORFURE aND MPRISONMENE §F SHE Do Not STON
8 statemMeNt INCRIMINGFING HER BROTHER.

Systematic PoLIiCE BBUSES WERE OLSo REPORFED FRoM oHIER SHAYES, sucy s ANTOBEQU, ON VENETUELD'S CaRTBBEAN
codst. At 6:30 P, oN Avaust 1, aeENES BELONGING o HHE MefRoPoLifan PoLice (PoLicia MetroPoLifana, PM) pefained
ANTBAL JosE \VaRGES, ON ETGHIEEN—YEAR—0LD SOCCER ENHHUSTASE, WHILE HE was +RATNING FoR @ Locdl +edm iN @ PoorR
NETGHBORHoOD TN HHE Y oF BARCELONE. ACCORPING o Local RESTDENES, HHE PoLiCE CONFUSED HiM with @ CRiMINGL, GND
PESPiHE e Fact fat VarGas sHowed e TOENEIFICAtioN, ONE OFFTCER ORDERED ONOHHER fo SHoot VarGas: HHE Youty
was SHot 8t cLose RANGE wit ON EYPLOSTVE BWLEY, DYiNG dlmost INSTANILY. THE PoLiCEMAN RESPONSTBLE FiRED
aopiHioNaL sHots fo simuate @ QUNFIGHE. A Police RePoRY issuep fo HHE PRess said +Hat HHe victim Hap pied N aN
EYCHANGE OF GUNFIRE.

Altdoval PoLice aviorities saiv HHat oFFicErRs Accusep oF commitEing KiLLINGS HAb BEEN DETAINED 0R SUSPENDED
PENDING Jupicial EYAMINGEioNS, sucl iNvesEigations FAcep almost INSUPERBBLE oBsHACLES, A LEGAL PROCEDVRE UNQUE fo
VENEZWVELA ALLows cdses acainst Police 4o BE siEFRAckED For LoNG PERioDS oF +iME. KNowN @S N GVERIGUACION DE
NUDO HECHO—@ REQUIREMENT HHdt PuBLic oFFTCiaLS UNDERGO 8@ PRELTMINGRY TNVESHIQAHION BEFORE GN OFFicil CRiMiNaL
iNvestigation coN +ake PLace—HESE PROCEEDINGS ORE INTENDED 10 BE coMPLEIED WitHIN JEN paYs But oFFEN LANGViSH
FOR MONHHS OR YEBRS. THETR EFFECH wals 0 SHELD FHoSE RESPONSTBLE FROM PROSECUHON, SINCE CRIMINGL CHARGES caNNot
BE FiLED UNHIL HHE PRELIMINGRY INVESHGBHON T COMPLEIED, MEANWHILE, HHE OFFICER CON REMAIN TN SERVICE, FREQUENFLY,
HHe PoLice GGENCY 8CCUSED N BBUSE CASES FATLED +0 RESPOND +0 REPEGHED ORDERS FROM HHE COVRES FOR HHE INFORMAHION
NEEDED FoR HHE case fo Pass +o #RidL. MorREOVER, UNFIL HHE OFFICiaL Has BEEN BRRESTED GNP FORMAL CHORGES HAVE BEEN
FiLep, court NvESHGAHONS REMAIN SECREF. AFIER SEVERAL YEGRS OF waTFING FOR @ RESWLE, RELGHVES oF vickiMs oF
PoLice KiLLings folb Huvan Ricuts Wated #Hat HHey sHLL Hav No dccess $o HIE corF's FINDINGS.

IN aopitioN o suMMarY EXECUEioNS, F0RFVRE CONFINUED 40 BE USED BY PoLiCE ROVEINELY N CRIMINGL iNVESHGAHIONS.
Accorping 40 @ REPORY iSSUED §N DECEMBER 1996 BY UNiHED Nations SPecial RapPPortevr on TorFWRE NiGeL S. Robley,
SECWRTHY FORCES “RESORY FREQUENTLY +0 HIE VSE OF F0RIWRE @S @ MELHOD OF 0BIAINING INFORMBETON OR @S @ PUNTSHMENY,
ESPECTALLY GMONG Low—TNCOME SECHORS oF HIE POPULEHION, N @ SOCTELY CHARACHERTIED BY HIGH LEVELS oF CRIME.” AFHER
PuBLicatioN oF fHE SPECTAL RAPPORIEWR'S REPORY, FHE NUMBER oF REPORIED J0RIVRE COSES HAS SIGNIFICANILY INCREASED,
DWRING HHE First EiGHE MoNHHS OF 1997, HHE Rep pE APoYo DocWENIED 767 REPORES OF F0RFWRE 0R fLL—{ReAIMENT, ON
INCREASE OF MORE HHAN 300 ovER HIE COMPARABLE FIGWRE FOR 1996. THE POLICE FORCES Most FREQUENILY ciep Y e
SPECTAL RAPPORIEWR WERE HIE PM, wHicH OPERAES UNDER FHE JWRispicHoN oF HHE GOVERNOR oF (ardcds: HHe PTJ,
RESPONSTBLE $o HHE MiNiSIER oF Justice: HHE DiRECIORAE oF SERVICES oF INJELLIGENCE anb PrRevention (Direccion be
Los SERvicios DE INFELIGENCTE Y PREVENCION, ’DISIF), wHicH 7s SUBORPINGHE fo HE INFERTOR MINTSTER; aND HHE vaRious
state PoLice FoRCES, wHicH GRE RESPONSTBLE +o SHHHE GOVERNORS.

Luis EveLio QUINIERD, @ DRIVER FOR @ Foob COMPANY, REPORIED 41at HE was UNJUsILY peEfdined anp forFwReD Y PTJ
acents 4o qet UM o CoNFESS 40 @ RoBBERY HE Did Not commit. ON Fegruary 4, QuintERo’s #RUCk WS HIJACKED, aNp HE
aND ONOTHER MON N HHE fRuck WERE DUMPED ON @ HiGHWAY East of (RACAs, aF1ER wHicH HHEY REPORIED HHE CRiME fo
He PTJ N Nearey Guarenas. On FEBrUARY 29, aNoHER FRUCK FROM HHE SAME COMPANY was RoBBED. THE OVWNER WENT $0
e PTJ 4o veNounce g FHert, anp e PTJ suBseQuentLY aRReESTED BotH QUINFERD OND His DRIVING PARINER, fook. HHEM
Yo e PTJ station iN EL LLanifo, Miranpa state, an HELD FHem N DEFENFTON FoR EiGHE paYs, FHE MaYiMum PERMIHED BY
HHe Law. DURING HHis +iME, HHEY WERE HaKEN TN HHE EVENINGS {0 @ PESERIED HoUSE SomE HHTREY MiNVIES FRoM HHE Police



station. THey geat QUintERo BN GPPLIED ELECHRTC SHocks GLL OVER HiS BobY. AFFER HANDCUFFING His wRistS BEHIND His
BobY, ON SEVERAL occasions HHeY Hoistep HiM IN HHE 8iR anp Let HimM HANG For HHIREY MiNviEs, As @ result of e
HONGING, QUINFERD'S LEFE HAND wils PARALYZED.

JosE Francisco PaLencia Ruiz, @ NINEFEEN—YEBR—0LD FORMER VOLUNFEER FIREMAN wHo woRKED 8+ @ FORESTRY station,
was DEFAINED oN JULY 8 BY MEMBERS oF HHE BARUVIA MUNTCTPAL PoLice anp ForRFURED 40 GEF Him fo conFESS {0 RoBBING @
saFe pEPoSH BoY iN HHE SHatioN. PALENCTD waS HANDCUFFED NP HUNG BY FHE CUFFS FROM @ BEAM, WHILE HE waS BEAYEN
aNp kickep iN HHe stomach. A PLastic 8ag was Put ovER His HEGD SEVERAL +iMES wWHILE HHE PoLice IRiED $0 FORCE HiM
to conFess. Ab oNE PoiNt His forFVRERS Beat HiM RePedteply fo GEF HiM fo conFess fo HAVING SsfolEN @ LBRGER
AOMOUNF OF MONEY.

THe PTJ coWlp Holp SusPecHs For ETGHE baYS BEFORE PLACING HHEM 8+ HIE DISPOSAL OF @ JUDGE, ON EYCESSTVELY LONG
PERTOD HId+ PROVIDED GMPLE OPPORFINTHY FOR MiSHREGIMENE. IN ONY €BSE, HHE HME PERIOD was oFFEN TONORED. Human
RiqHts WateH is Not awaRE oF @ SINGLE F0RFWRER wHo HAS BEEN PUNTSHED, DESPIHE GMPLE DoCWENEATON oN foRFRE
CASES PREPARED BY VENETVELAN OND TNFERNGHONGL HUMBN RIGHES GROUPS. AMONG HHE MONY Factors contriBuFiNG fo
IMPUNTHY waS HHE SUBORDINGHION oF HHE Mevical Legal INstiHuie fo e PTJ, oNE oF HHE Police AGeENCiES most
FREQUENTLY TMPLicateD TN FORFURE. IN GDDiHiON, CURSORY aND SLiPSHoD EYOMINGFioNS and HHE Fact fhat avtoPsies dre
secrRet MAKE EVIDENCE oF $0RIVRE DIFFTCULE fo PROVE., ANOHHER FActoR was HHE “Nupo HECHO” PROCEDWRE; oFfeN, HE
PROCEDURE WaS DELAYED SO LoNG HHat HHE criMe Became sugiect fo @ statule ofF Limifations BEFORE HHE PRELIMINGRY
INVESHGAHION was CoMPLEFED OND CHARGES COULD BE FiLED.

OVERCROWDED, UNDERSTAFFED, PHYSTCALLY DEYER{ORAIED, PLAGUED BY OFFicial CORRVPHON GNP BBUSE, AND RIFE with
WEAPONS, GUNS, GNP GANGS, VENEZUELA'S PRISONS LANGUISHED iN @ SEEMINGLY PERMANENT sTAHE oF crisis. ALttouaH HHE
MiNisHRY oF Justice, cHARGED with BoMINISHERING HHE COUNIRY'S PRiSON SYstem, fook SOME SHEPS FowdRb REFORM, HHE
PRISONS” OVERALL SHRUCHURAL PROBLEMS WERE Not No#iCEBBLY EASED. THE JANVARY CLOSWRE OF HHE VIOLENF GND OVERCROWDED
Reten e (atid PRiSON, ALtHouGH 7 ELIMINGIED @ NotoRioUS SYMBOL oF HHE COUNIRY'S PRISON WOES, EYACERBAED
OVERCROWDING 8F HHE REMAINING PENOL FaciLities iN (BRacas. NatioNaLLy, witH ovER 25000 inmafes crammed iNfo
HHiREY—Fwo PENBL iNsEHUFONS, HHE PRISON PoPULAtiON CoNFINVED 0 FAR EYCEED fHE BvaiLABLE capacity.

Most NotaBLE AMONG FHE PRISONS’ CHRONTC PROBLEMS wils FHETR EYFREME VIOLENCE, wHicH REMAINED 8 HHE HigHEST
LEVELS iN HHE REQTON. ACCORDING $0 NEWSPAPER BCCOUNTS, ETGHIY—Fvo PRISONERS WERE KILLED DWRING HHE FiRst EiQHE
MONFHS OF HHE YEGR—O NUMBER +Hat, WHILE SHoCKINGLY HiGH, REPRESENFED @ SUBSTANFIAL DECLINE FRoM PREVIOUS YEORS.
ONe oF HHE most violent PRiSONS was Tocwifo, N VALENCTA, wWHERE aF LEASt FWENIY—NINE PRISONERS WERE

JLLED—MANY BY GUNSHoFS—BEFWEEN JANVARY aND SEPHEMBER. IN Tocwito aND OFHER PRISONS, SUCH KILLINGS wWERE
dlmost ENFIRELY HHE PRoDUCH OF TNMBtE—ON—TNMAIE ViOLENCE. HEAVILY GRMED, GND SUPERVISED BY @ SMALL NUMBER OF
UNTRATNED, UNDERPATD QUARDS, FHE PRISONERS HHEMSELVES EFFECHIVELY CONFROLLED HHE PRiSONS, 85 EVEN HHE MiNiSHER oF
Justice PugLicly AckNOWLEDGED.

THE YEOR was PUNCHVBED BY EYCEPHONALLY BRUHAL 0UBURSES OF PRISON VioLEncE, ON August 28, @ SWRPRisE aHack,
OF ONE GQROVP acdinst its rivals a8t EL Dorabo PRISON, @ REMOTE JUNGLE FACTLTY IN SoVHHEGSTERN VENEZUELA, RESULIED
iN FWENEY—NINE DEAD GNP NUMEROUS SNJVRED. EVEN PRIOR fo fHE vioLENCE, HHE DEPLORABLE conpitions of g “Cdsa
AMBRILLY,” HHE OREA OF HHE PRISON WHERE HHE MURDERS took PLACE, Hap Leb HiE Pulic MiNistry fo cdll For ifs
CLOSVRE,

THE PRYSONS’ SEVERE OVERCROWDING OND UNHYGTENTC CONDTHONS, COMBINED with HHETR @PPALLING Lack oF MEDfcaL
CORE, ENCOVRACED HHE EMERGENCE OND SPREGD OF DSEASE. TUBERCULOSTS was HHE Most CoMMON TLLNESS, 8CCORDING o
He PusLic MiNisERY, wHicH N August REPORIED 1,011 CONFIRMED CASES TN HHE PRiSONS. N May, cHolLER® BRokE ouf iN
S@BANE+A PRISON, 8 PENSELY POPWLAHED, DECAYING FACILIEY N WESIERN VENEZVELQ: EIGHIY—FiVE PRISONERS REPORIEDLY FELL
fLL, WHILE Almost 600 ofHERS REQUIRED REAIMENT. CASES OF CHOLERA WERE OLso REPORIED IN L PLANIA PRiSON N Juby
N N EL Ropeo || iN SEPIEMBER. IN @ PROMISING EFFORE 40 stem fHE SPREGD oF DISEASE, HHE GOVERNMENT oF MiRANDA
stte instituiep @ Pilot PRoJECE OF SENDING LARGE MEDiCOL fEaMS iNFO LoCBL PRISONS FOR SHORF—FERM SWEEPS,
CONDUCHING FEStS, PROVIDING VACCINGFIONS, AND DiSERIBUFING MUCH—NEEDED MEDCAL SUPPLIES.



IN HHe wake of HHe EL Doravo PRISON MASSACRE, HHE NEw MINTSIER OF JUsHCE, wHo wos GPPOINFED N Marcl,
PROMISED fHat IN LESS HHON @ YEOR HHE PRISON CRSiS woULD BE BROVGHE UNDER CONFROL, AND DESCRIBED AN ORRAY OF
MEASWRES MEAGNT f0 BccomPLisH HHis Godl, TNCLUDING HHE DEVELOPMENE OF @ NEw CORPS OF PRISON GUARDS WHO WOULD BE
BeHeER Pai> anp BEHER JRAINED. (iVEN HHE LACkLUSIER HiStORY OF VENETVELAN PRISON REFORM EFFORES, HOWEVER, Sucy
cLams must B2 JWGED oN FHE STRENGHH oF HHETR RESUES RAFHER HHAN ON FHE ENCOVRAGING SCOPE oF HHETR aMBTHFION.
THE MiNistRY oF Justice biv, IN JUINE, conbuet @ DEFATLED CENSUS oF HHE PRiSON PoPULadioN, @ First steP fonarp
CLOSSTFYING PRISONERS 0 SEPARAIE PRE—IRTOL DEFATNEES FROM CONVICHED OFFENDERS, GNP FiRSI—IIME PEHY CRiMINALS
FROM DANGEROVS RECiDiViSts., | ALso ESHABLISHED 8 NEw PRISON OMBWSMAN'S OFFiCE, @ Post wit GREGHER TNDEPENDENCE
FHAN PROVIDED PREViOLS SUCH MONitORS.

Over fivo—fHiRDS OF fHE VENEZVELAN PRISON POPULAHION wals MADE VP oF PRE—IR{AL DEFAINEES aND ofHERS 8t SoME
stage N FHe CRIMINGL JUSHCE PROCESS—PEQPLE wWHO MIGHT BE INCARCERAIED FOR SEVEROL YEGRS BEFORE BEING ACQUittep
oF HE cHarGES aqaiNst HHEM—INDICAEING At @ DURABLE SoLuFioN fo VENETVELA'S PRISON CRiSiS REQUIRED ACHON FROM
oHHER GOVERNMENE AUHHORTHTES 8S WELL. IN PARFTCULER, $HE COUNIRY'S CRMINAL JUsHiCE SysteM was iN NEED of Rapjcal
REFORM, ON EFFORE iMPLICOHING HHE LEQTSLAFVRE OND HHE JUDTCTARY, GMONG OFHERS.

MiNTster oF Justice WILARION CaRPOTO BCKNOWLEDGED HIE GRAVIHY oF HIE STHUAHON TN HHE COUNIRY'S PRISONS GND
aGREED 0 PROPOSALS ON PRISON REFORM MADE BY HHE FoRWM FOR LTFE, @ CONSORFTUM OF NONGOVERNMENHAL ORGANIZAHONS.
However, HHE GOVERNMENF GGREED $o TMPLEMEN} ONLY @ FEw OF HHE FORWM’'S OVERALL RECOMMENDBFIONS.

Local HuwMaN RiGHES GRoUPS REPORIED iNDISCRIMINGHE GRRESES, 0RFURE, GNP BRBIFRARY KILLINGS N APWRE stale,
ALoNG  VENETZVELA'S BORDER witl CoLomBid, wWHERE consHifuliondl Guarantees contiNved +o BE susPenbed DUE o
INCURSTONS Y CoLomBIAN GUERRILLA GRoUPS. ON FEERVARY 6, FoRr E¥aMPLE, NationdL Guare (GN) 4RooPs stot pedw Juan
Josg Rovriquez Bastivds, @ 4eacHer, ane Jesis CasteLLanos \asco, 8 HHREE—YEAR—oLD CoLOMBIAN BOY, WHEN HHEY WERE
JRAVELING BY B0t powN HE ARAUCA RIVER. THE SHOOFING OCCURRED N HOVR GFFER ON GRMED CROSS—RIVER CLASH BEFWEEN
HE GN anp ColomBiaN QUERRTLLES. As HHE 8ot wENT Past @ ON RIVER contRoL Post, HE PoLice GPENED FIRE, CLAMING
OFHERWARD HHa+ HHEY HAD BEEN RESPONDING +0 SHots FiReD FRoM HE CoLomBiaN BAaNK. HOWEVER, GCCORDING +o WitNESSES,
No SHots From Hie CoLomBian STpe PrecepeD HHE N aHtack, anp HHE PoLiCE GAVE No wWARNING PRiOR 0 OPENING FIRE.
Four oHHER PASSENGERS N HHE Bodt WERE wouNpED, ON HHE Same bay, N +RooPS SHot pED [GNacio JosE BriceNo, @
IENBY—EiQHI—YEBR—0LD cAHLEMAN, WHEN HE FATLED o HEED AN ORDER o HAL® @F @ GN MoBiLE contRoL Post iN EL
MoLiNo.

Having aHRacteD CoNSTDERBBLE CRIHTCISM IN 1996 FOR HUMAN RIGHES VioLaHONS, HIE VENETVELAN GovERNMENE +ook
Some sTEPS iN 1997 o Put HumaN RiGHES oN s Policy aGENDD. IN conirRast o PRiOR YEBRS, HHE GOVERNMENT PuBLicLy
RECOGNTZED fHat HuMaN RiGHES vioLations fook PLACE iN HHE couniRrY. PResipENt (ALDERA oFFiciaLLy puggep 1997 Hie
“YEaR of Human RiGHES” anD GNNOUNCED HHE Formation oF @ NationaL Commission of Human Ricits (Comision NacionaL ve
Derectios Humanos, CNDH), COMPOSED OF KEY cOBiNet MiNisIERS aNp HHE GOVERNOR oF (BRAcds. e instructep Hie
commissioN 4o FoRMWLAIE @ “NationaL AGENPA” oN HuMAN RiGHFS. UNLTKE NBHONAL HUMAN RIGHIS COMMISSIONS OR
OMBUDSMEN N 0FHER LaHIN AMERTCAON COUNIRIES, HOWEVER, HHE VENEZVELAN ONDH was Not GIVEN PoweRs $o INVESHGAIE or
MOKE RECOMMENDOHONS ON NDIVIDUAL COSES oF HWMBN RiGHES violations. s RoLE was LiMiHed +o coorpINGHING
INFORMOFION BEIWEEN MINTSTRIES ON HUMAN RIGHTFS TSSUES, RESPONDING f0 INFERGOVERNMENFAL HWMAN RIGHES BODTES, BND
acHiNG @S @ LiaTSoN with poMESHC MONHORING GROVPS. BY QOctoger, Hie ONDH sHiLL Lackep @ secretariat, staFF  anp
BWGEF, aND HAD MEF ONLY ON FiVE 0CCasions. IN @ Positive peveLoPMENE, HHE SUPREME (oWRY DECLARED UNCoNsHiHufionaL
@ 1956 Low, caLlep HHE Law of Vagrants ane UNpesiRABLES, #Hat ALLoweD auviHorTHES +o PEATN PEOPLE GpminisIRAFVELY
FOR UP 40 FivE YEARS. FREQUENILY, HHE Law HAP BEEN VSED +o DEFAIN UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE OR OHHERS DEEMED UNDESTRABLE.

One oF e First MEEFINGS oF HHE ONDH s HELD 4o Diseuss an oFFicial RePLy +o Hie U.S. State Deparivent's
COWRY REFORES o Himan Ficuts PrActices For 1996, THE hweENIY—HHREE—PAGE VENEZVELAN GOVERNMEN} RESPONSE,
RELEASED ON FEBRUARY 4, Bccusep HE UNHED SHAHES OF SUPPLANFING HIE SUPERVISORY COMPESENCE oF HIE HUMAN RiGHES
BoviES oF HHE UNiHep Nations ano e Organizafion ofF American Stafes, anv iMPLiED HHat HHe State Deparivent
REPORT waS FLOWED BECAUSE 4 PRESENIED Facts ouf oF conteyt anp TONORED fHE iNsHaBILIHY oF \ENEZVELE'S RECEN?



Past.

IN ANOHIER INFERNGHTONGL GREND, VENEZUELA'S RESPONSE fo @ FREAHY BANNING LANDMINES was #RouBLING. OF Eignty—
NINE couwNIRiEs HHat fook ParRE iN NeGotiations +o pRAFE @ CONVENFION ON @ COMPREHENSIVE BAN ON FHE WEAPONS,
VENEZVELD W8S ONE OF FoWR fHat noicater fhat i was UNLIkeLY fo sToN HHe +Reddy, wHicH was @PPROVED iN
SEP{EMBER,

The Right to Monitor

Memgers oF e Human Ricuts QOFFice oF e \icariate oF Puerto Avacucio, sHa4e oF AMBIONGS, CAME UNDER aHack
FoR HETR wWoRK ON BEHALF oF HIE AmBIONTAN INDiANS. DURING HHE Last week oF May, Locdl Politicians ane Some
MEMBERS OF HHE REGTONAL GOVERNMENY, wHo wWERE FRYING +o FRUSERAIE fHE DRAFEING oF @ Law +o ProfECE INDiaNS’ LanD
RiGHES, LAUNCHED @ SERTES oF aHacks against He \icariate iN HHE PRESS OND ON HHE R@Dio, BCCUSING TS MEMBERS OF
PROMOFING DIVISTONS AND VIOLENCE BERWEEN INDTaNS AN wHifE settlers. ON May 27, @ vedicle BELoNGING o Lvis Jesis
BeLLo, HE GENERAL CooRDINGHOR oF HHE Human RicHis QOFFice, ano anoHHER Hat BELONGED +0 8@ SALESTAN NUN WERE
DOMAGED WHEN 8CT> waS FHROWN ON FHEM.

ON JUNE 7, 8N UNTDENFIFIED PERSON IN FHE SEREEF iNSULIED aND FHREGFENED ON ENGINEER wWORKING FOR HHE OFFicE,
ON JuNE 9, H1E SUPERiOR CoWRY oF Puerto Aydcucho RULED fiat @ Lawsuit FiLep By HHe PusLlic MiNistRY oF Amazonas
State aqainst He Huvan Rigrts OFFice For “USURPAEION oF FUNCEIONS” waS UNWARRANIED anb oRDERED HHat i+ ge
DROPPED,

THe GovErRNMENY souaHt 4o MPROVE THs RELAHONS with FHE COUNIRY'S LARGE NEFWORK OF NONGOVERNMENHAL HUMAN
RIGHES ORGONIZAHIONS. DURING 1996 NP iN EBRLIER YEORS, GOVERNMENT OFFicials Hap oFfEN FRiED o DiScrRepit anp
stiamatize e Local GRoUPS. DWRING 1997, HoWEVER, HIE ORGONTZAFHONS WERE TNVITED fo PARFICTPOIE TN MEEFINGS witH
GOVERNMENF OFFicials 4o conIRTBUIE 0 @ List oF NEEDED HUMAN RiGHIS REFORM MEBSVRES. THE FiRst oF HESE MEEFINGS
ook PLACE oN JULY 4, wHEN HHE ForRUM FOR LiFE MEF MINTSIERS GNP LOWER—RANKING OFFiCiaLs anD PRESENIED @ DEFATLED
List oF ReECoMMENDAFIONS, aND HHE ForRW For LiFE weLcomeD HHE MEEFING aS @ First PosTHVE SiGN.

The Role of the United States
THe VENETVELD sEckoN oF HigE State DeParRIVMENE's (UINFRY REFurES on Himan Ricits PRACHCES For 1996 PaINIED N
dcc\RME PichRE oF HHE SERjOUS HWMAN RiGHES sHUaioN IN VEnETVELD. THE U.S. EMBASSY cHosE Not fo SNFERVENE N HE
DEBME cAVSED BY HHE PuBLication of HHE ONDI's ResPonsE fo HiE StHate DeParIMENE HUMAN RiGHES REPORE. Human RigHis
WatcH LEGRNED oF No PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENES MADE 8Y HIE UNHED SHates oN HUMAN RiGHES fSSues.

Relevant Human Rights Watch report:
PUNISHMENF BEFORE TRidL: PRISON CoNDIFONS iN VENEZVELE, 3/97



