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TURKEY

Small Group Isolation in F-type Prisons and the Violent
Transfers of Prisoners to Sincan, Kandira, and
Edirne Prisons on December 19, 2000

"The de facto isolation system currently in operation is not acceptable and must be ended quickly. .. the introduction of
smaller living units for prisoners must under no circumstances be allowed to lead to a generalised system of small
group isolation."

Preliminary observations of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) on its December
2000/January 2001 visit to Turkey.
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INTRODUCTION

On December 19, 2000, thirty prisoners and two gendarmes were killed when some ten thousand armed soldiers
went into twenty Turkish prisons to break up a nonviolent protest by inmates and transfer them to the newly constructed
F-type prisons. Accounts received by Human Rights Watch from released prisoners and prisoners' relatives suggest that
disproportionate force may have been used during the operation, and that in some cases prisoners may have been
deliberately killed. Information from the same sources, corroborated by medical evidence, indicates that hundreds of
prisoners were ill-treated and tortured during and after the transfer to the new prisons.

At Hig For F—4YPE PRISONS wHiCH GRE CURRENALY IN OPERBETON—OHF EDTRNE, KaNDTRE, STNCAN, OND TEKTRPAG—PRISONERS GRE BEING HELD
EFHHER TN STNGLE—PERSON OR HHREE—PERSON CELLS +1at INCLWDE @ SMALL YaRD EYCLUsivE fo HHosE UNHS. THESE New FAciLities are @ sHark
contRast +o HHE LARGE wWaRP—BASED System HHat fs HYPical iN OLDER TURKISH PRISONS. PRISONERS MAY LEGVE HHETR CELLS ONCE @ wEEK §F @
MEMBER OF HIETR TMMEDTAtE FamiLy visits, OFHERWISE, HHEY GRE HELD PERMANENILY SN fHE UNTE SN wHAt Has BEEN fERMED “sMALL GRoUP
jsoLatioN.”

A WivE RANGE oF MEDiCAL stupies iNpicafe HHat CONFINEMENE N SOLTHARY 0R SMALL GROVP fsoLatioN €N BE PHYSTCALLY anp MENFALLY
PAMAGTING. [MPATRED ViSTON GNP HEBRING, HALLUCINGETONS, FINNTHUS, WEBKENING OF HHE TMMUNE SYstem, GMENORRHEA, PREMAFURE MENOPAUSE,
DEPRESSTON, ONYIESY, OND OGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR GRE AMONG HHE EFFECES DOCUMENIED N SHUDTES OF PRISONERS, VOLUNFEERS, OND aANMALS.

IN +HE TURKTSH CoNFEYE, CONCERNS 8BovH HiiE DiRECE EFFECES OF 1SOLAHTON GRE GUGMENIED BY @ SUSPICioN a4 HHE CLOSED ENVIRONMENT
OF N jsoLation Wit MaY FAciLifade ForRHRE, TLL—IREGIMENE, OND OFHER CRUEL, NHUMAN OR DEGRAPING GBUSES. ToRVRE 7S @ LONG—SHANDING
PROBLEM TN TURKiSH PoLice sHafions aND GENDARMERIES. Most 0BSERVERS, INCLWING +HHE UN. SPECTAL RAPPORIEVR oN $orRFRE ano HHE UN.
Commitiee For e PREVENFION oF ToRIRE AGREE HHat INCOMMUNTCADO DEFENFTON—HIE LACK oF Bccess +o FaMiLY, INDEPENDENT MEDTCAL CarE,
aND LEQAL coUNSEL—is HE SINGLE Most iMPorFaNE FActor iN HE PERSISTENCE oF f0RHRE. TURKISH PRISONS Do Not HAVE @ Goob REPUAFON,
gut i is NeverteLESS HRUE 1At DEFATNEES BLINDFOLDED NP FORFURED UNDER POLTCE INFERROGAHON GRE FREQUENTLY RELTEVED WHEN 8@ CoURY
FORMALLY commits $1EM $0 PRISON—BECAVSE ONLY HHEN will +HEY BE 88LE 0 REESHABLISH CONFACH witl HHE OVESTDE WORLD, FamiLigs, weLL
OWARE OF HHE HisToRY OF DEGH GNP “DISAPPEGRANCE” TN TURKISH PoLicE sHaHoNS, BRE OFFEN STMILARLY RELTEVED WHEN HHEIR RELGHVE GRRiVES
SAFELY N PRISON.

To PRISONERS OND FAMILIES with SUCH EYPERTENCES, HHE INFRODUCHTON OF TSOLaHON UNTES TN PRISONS Looks VERY Much LiKE AN TNDEFINTHE
EYJENSTON OF HHE SYSHEM OF INCOMMUNTCaDo DEFENETON wHiCH Has FaciLifater 8BUSE iN PoLice Lock—UPs. INDEED, ACCoUNtS BY PRISONERS aND
HEiR FaMiLiES SuGGESH HHa, as IN Police custopy, Quarps iN F—#YPE PRisons Have +aken apvantace of HE cLosed ENVIRONVENT +o BEaH anp
a8useE HHEiR cHARGES. LEGAL aNp MEDiCAL iNsHHUHONS fHat cowld PocUMENE, CHALLENGE, GNP PREVENF Sucl GBUSES HAVE HAD oNLY Limifep
dccess,

Background

Huvan Ricuts watel First appressed HHg TURKISH GOvERNMENS Bovt HE F—HYPE PRISONS TN JULY 1999, PoiNFING out +at aLtroval HiE
F—4YPE PRISON BUILDING PROGRAM waS BY HHUEN QUIHE GDVANCED, No INFORMAHION HaD BEEN MADE PUBLIC @S +0 How HHESE PRISONS WERE GOING o
g2 MaNacep. fluman Richts wWatel RaTSED fwo PRIMARY CONCERNS REGARPING FHE CELL—BASED System, wiich is 8t HHE center oF HiE CURREN'
CONFROVERSY SN TURKEY:

1. THe ceLL—8ased system may amount fo SLL—IReAIMENE TF ACCOMPANED BY N fSoLation REGIME HHat Permits No  dccess 4o
EPVCHiONAL 0R RECREAFIONOL Activities oR OFHER SOWRCES oF MENFAL SEMULAEION, CONFINES PRISONERS +0 @ MONOFONOUS UNVORTED

ENVIRONMENY, NP ENFORCES ETHFHER SOLTHARY CONFINEMENT OR Socil iNFERACHON with @ sHRiciLY LimMifed QROVP oF CeELL—Mades.

2. IsoLatioN M@y aLso TNCREASE HHE Risk oF fLL—FREBIMENE OF PRISONERS 8Y PRiSON STaFF.

" Tekirdag F-type Prison opened on February 23, 2001.
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Huvan Ricrts Watel Pointep out fiat 57 HE Justice MiNiSERY bib Not MAKE CLEBR Tts INFENFTONS Vis—3—vis HE NEw PRiSONS, # was
LiKELY fHat PRISONERS would RESOR? +0 FORMS oF PRofESE sucl 8s HUNGER sHRIKES, wHicH iN FURN could RIGGER vioLEnt anp FataL
INFERVENATONS, 8S HAD FREQUENELY occuRRed SN HE Past. Hiuman Ricits wateld Raep Hg MiNTSHRY fo GIVE DEFAILED INFORMAHON agout
PRISONERS’ @ccess +o EDUCAEioN, EYERCISE aNp LiBRARY FACiLiHiES, OND 8BouH DALY ou—oF—ceLL fime. IN SEP4EMBER 1999, HE Justice
MiNiSERY's DIRECHOR oF PRISONS WROE iN @ LEHER +o Human Riguts watel #Hat “fHe REGIME IN HHESE NEw PRISONS will Not BE DIFFERENE
FROM 0HERS GND WiLL BE SUBJECH f0 HiE SAME REGULAHONS GOVERNING 0HHER CORRECHTONGL iNSHHUETONS TN TURKEY,” BUE PRoVIDED No DEHGILS.

IN Fact, soMe cLugs 8s 4o HHe PLANNED MANGGEMENE OF HE F—4YPE PRISONS CoUlb BE GAHHERED FRoM HHE REGIME H1at was ALREDY iN
PLace at+ Kartal SPecial TYPe PRISON, NEGR [SHANBLL, wHicH 7S PHYSTCALLY SIMILAR +o HE F—4YPE PRISONS. SINCE 1999, PRISONERS HELD UNDER
e ANF-TERROR Law’ 84 KaR#aL WERE LoCkED DowN N HHETR UNTES FWENFY—FOUR HoURS @ DAY, SEVEN DAYS @ WEEK, ONLY EMERGING FOR FaMiLY
visHs. WHEN HHE Justice MiNistRY was CHOLLENGED BY HIE EVROPEAN CommitHEE FOR HHE PREVENHTON oF TorFRE (CPT) oN TS MaNaoeMENt of
KartaL, He MiNistrY RePLiED “KartaL SPecial TYPE PRISON.WES BROVGHE iNFo SERVICE FOR REASONS OF VRGENCY BEFORE 1S FAciLifies For
social, cULHRAL aND SPORES ACHVIHES CoULD BE COMPLEIED... HIE PRISON DUES HAVE @ FEw FACiLiffES For activities. However, gotl For
SECWRiHY REASONS OND BECAVSE UNDER HHE RELEVANY LEGTSLAFioN REMAND PRISONERS CAONNot BE ForceD fo +ake Part iN dctivities 17 HHey vo
Not want fo, For Hiis REASON HHE REQUIRED RAHE OF USE Has Not YE+ BEEN AcHievep.” EVIDENCE FRoM PRISONERS RELEASED FRoM Karidl anp
INFERVIEWS WiHH PRISONERS’ FamiLies suqGest Hiad #HE TURKISH GQOVERNMENE'S RESPONSE was DiSINGENUoUs—FHAY invates aRe N Fact
DESPERGE +0 GEF out OF HEIR TSoLation WNits. Far FRom HAviNG o B2 “Foreep +o fake Part IN ackivities,” Y wolld GLAbLY ParticiPate
aNp Gssociate, But HAVE NEVER BEEN OFFERED HHE OPPORFUNTH.

IN May 2000, Human Ricits wWatel met wit HE DIRECHOR OF PRISONS OF HIE MINISIRY oF JUsHCE $0 DisCuss oUR CONCERNS @Bout Hlg
iSoLation REGIME iMPosED 8+ KartaL SPecial TVPE PRiSON aND oVR dLarM +Hat g avhioridies Micut attemPt 4o extenp hiis same ReGIvE 4o
He F—4yPe PRisSONS. DiRector ALi Suat ERFOSUN MBPE No CoMMHEMENE +0 BLlow PRISONERS fo LEAVE HHETR UNHES FOR @ REGSONGBLE PaRt of
fHe vay, aNp aPPEORED Not fo HAVE GIVEN SERTOUS FHouGHT o +HE PoteNtTaLLY DAMAGTING NOHWRE oF HHE fsoLatioN TMPLICTE TN FHE NEW CELL
system. MiNistRY oFFicials bip Not dccePt HHat e 42rm “SMALL GROVP jsoLation” was aPPLicaBLe fo e PERMANEN' GND UNRELTEVED
CONFINEMENY OF HHREE PEOPLE, aND Saip HHat sucy FREQIMENE waS APPROPRIIE FOR PRISONERS HELD UNDER HHE ANFI—TERROR Law.

Over HiE SUMMER, JENSTON GREWw GMONG PRISONERS HELD UNDER HHE ANH—TERROR Law, wHo FEGRED @ PossiBLE fRansFer fo F—#ype
PRiSONS, OND HHE Risk oF PRiSON PRofESES INCREGSED. Past PRISONER PRoFESES—HUNGER—SHRTKES OND wWORD occuPafions—Hap Fatal
CONSEQUENCES. IN 1996 hWELVE PRISONERS DED iN @ DEAHH Fast sHIGED aGainst HHREGHENED FRANSFERS iNFo TSoLBFION aND N SEPFEMBER 1999
1EN PRISONERS 0CCUPYiNG @ waRD 8% ANKARA (ENIRAL (LosED PRISON WERE SHot DEAD 0R BEGEN fo DEAHH BY GENvARmES. ON May 24, 2000,
Human RicHis Watel eYPRESSED THs FOREBODING TN @ REPORE ENFTHLED “SMALL (RoVP IsoLation IN TURkisH PRisons: AN AvoipasLe Disaster.” Tie
REPORE RECOMMENDED Hiat g Justice MiNisHRY LiFt fsolation a+ KartaL PRiSON, Give UNBMBIGUOLS UNDERFAKINGS FHat fSoLa+ioN wollkp Not ge
APPLIED TN HHE NEw F—HYPE PRISONS, GND INFRODUCE MONTRORING SYSHEMS 1At woULD INCLUDE ACCESS aND INSPECHON BY MPAR4TAL BobfES Suey
s BAR ASSOCTAHONS, TNDEPENDENT MEDTCAL PRACHHTONERS, NONGOVERNMENTAL HUMAN RIGHES ORGANTZAFTONS, OR @ BoBRD OF PRISON visitors Who
would visit prisons, talk to prisoners and staff, and report on their findings.

? The Anti-Terror Law passed in April 1991 defines "terrorism" in extremely wide terms, and imposes prison sentences for
some nonviolent political activities as well as offenses of violence and conspiracy to commit violence. Article 16 states "The
sentences of those convicted under the provisions of this Law will be executed in special penal institutions built on a system of
rooms for one or three people. In these institutions, open visits shall not be permitted. Contact and communication between
convicted prisoners will be prevented. The provisions... shall also apply to remanded prisoners."

* ResPonse of HiE TWKisH GovERNMENE +0 HIE PRELIMINGRY 0BSERVALONS oF HIE EVROPEAN ComMitEE For HHE PREVENFION OF TORFRE ON
HeRR visiH 4o TURkey Te—24 Juy 2000 (CPT7INF (2000) 19 [END), Decemeer 7, 2000.
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IN JuLy 2000, e EVRoPEAN CommiHEE FoR HHE PREVENFTON oF ToRFURE (CFﬂ of HE CowNCiL oF EWRoPE visiHep HE F—4yPe PRisoN at
SINCON, wHicH was 8+ Hiat #ime N HE FiNaL sHAGES oF constRucHoN. THE TURkisH AUiHORTHES HAve Not YE¥ auttorizep e PuBLication of
Hie CPT's RePort oN HHE JULY 16—24 visih, BUt DD PERMIH RELEASE oF HE PRELIMINGRY 0BSERVAHONS. CONCERNING HHE F—HYPE PRiSONS, HiE CPT
statep HHat “HERE is No 0BIECHON N PRINCTPLE 401@RDS SMALLER LiViNG UNTES, Blwdys PROVIDED HHat INMBHES HAVE N oPPORFUNTHY 40 SPEND
@ REASONGBLE VAR oF EdcH pdY OVISTE FHERR LVING WNHS, ENGAGED IN USEFUL activities.” THe CPT Was #aken @ cLose inteErest N HHE
PLANNED MOVE FROM WaRDP—BASED $0 CELL—BASED PRISONS iN TURKEY. THE CoMMIHEE ViSTHHED WARD—BASED PRISONS iN DECEMBER 2000 aND NEWLY
oPENED F—H#YPE PRiSONS N JANUGRY 2001, THE TURKISH GOVERNMENS Has Not YEt auioRizED PUBLICatioN oF HE REPOR: ON HHE DeEcemBER
2000/ JaNUarY 2007 visH, gut Hig PRELIMINGRY 0BSERVAEIONS FOR HHiat visit wERE PUBLisHED oN MareH 16, 2001, Hluman Ricuts watey vrRaes g
TURKISH GOVERNMENE +0 UHHORTZE HHE PUBLICAHTON OF aLL ovtstanoing CPT RePoRYS.

IN Avaust e Justice MiNisERY PRODUCED o DRAFF Laws. THE FiRsH wolld GMEND GRFCLE 16 oF Hie ANFI—TERROR Law +o PRovicE @
LEGAL BASiS FoR PRISONERS f0 EYTH HHETR TSOLAFION UNTES, ND HHE SECOND woULD PROVIDE FOR HHE ESHABLISHMENT OF Locdl Bo@RPS OF PRISON
ViSHORS wHo woulp visit, Hluvan RicHis wWated welcomep fHis NEw OND PoSHIVE GPPRoBCH, wWHILE WRGING FHat 8ot PRAFES B2 FURHHER
DEVELOPED. UNFORIUNGHELY, HHE DRAFES HAVE Not YEt BEEN AboPHED BY HHE TURKISH PARLIAMENY, AND WERE GPPARENILY COMPLEJELY FORGOHEN
WHEN HHE F—4YPE PRiSONS WERE LBER PRESSED iNto SERVICE.

IN OctoBER, SOME GROVPS 0F ANF—TERROR Law PRISONERS WENF ON HUNGER SHRIKE. THEY HAp @ BRoGP RANGE OF PEMANDS, BUF HE CENIRAL
iSSUE was HIER oPPosHion +o F—#YPE PRiSONS.

EFFoREs H0 RESOLVE HIE HINGER SHRIKE BEFORE LIVES WERE Lost REACHED @ HIGH Point oN DECEMBER 9, GFFER @ GROVP OF wELL—
RESPECHED JOURNALISHS AND WRIHERS, 8S wWELL 8S REPRESENIaHVES oF e Human Ricuts Commission of e TURkisH ParLiaMENS, M+ Justice
MiNistER Hikmet Sami TURk. AFHER Hifis MEEHING, HHE JUSHCE MINTSTER ELD @ PRESS CONFERENCE iN wHicH HE saiv HHat His MiNTSERY was
CONSTOERING INSEHUEING @ REViEw OF HHE F—HYPE PRISON PROGRAM, with HIE PARHCTPAHON OF NONGOVERNMENFAL ORGANTZAFIONS GND EYPERSS,
So 8S 40 BCHEVE @ SOCTAL CONSENSUS ON HHE NEw PRISONS. THE MiNiSHER Lo MADE PUBLIC comMitmENES #1a+ HIE NEw PRISONS would Not
OPEN UNFIL FHREE Lows HAD BEEN PASSED: GN GMENDMENY {0 AR¥TCLE 16 PROVIDING FOR PRISONERS +0 EMERGE FRoM HHETR UNTHS DURING +HE DdY, @
Law PROVIDING FOR OCCESS BY BOBRDS OF ViSTORS, NP @ REGULAFION HHat wolld PROVIDE HHE FRAMEWORK FOR HHE MONGGEMENE oF HHE PRISONS.
THe miNis#er inpicaten Hat fHis MicHt +8KE STY MONHHS OR MORE.

THE PRISONERS, HOWEVER, CONFINVED HIETR HUNGER SHRIKE BECAUSE e MINTSHER REFUSED +0 PUF His UNDERFAKINGS N WRIHING. THE LAWYER
Husnu OnpuL, PResiENt oF e TURkisH uvan Ricuts Association (HRA), exPressed HiE view Hiat gening HiE MUREL INFRANSTCENCE Lay HiE
QOVERNMENE'S LONG—SHINDING FAILWRE $0 ENGAGE SN ONY KIND OF COMMUNTCAtiON OR DIALOGUE CONCERNING s F—#yPE Proseck: “Tie
GoverRnMENE REFUSED f0 faLk 4o HE HRA anp ofHER CiviL sociedy orGaNTZAtions aBovt HHESE PRiSONS UNHIL HiE FIFHY—FiFtl vay of Hig
HUNGER—STRIKE. BY HHEN +HE GOVERNMENT waS ONLY INFERESHED N SOLVING HHE PARFTCULAR fSSUE OF HHE HUNGER—SHRIKE, GNP HAP PUt THSELF iN
He PostHioN of HaLkiNG +o HHE MostH EYFREME AND RADTCAL GROUPS—FHAE NARRow SECHOR oF HHE PRISON POPULAHON wHicH was REGDY 4o UsE
DEGH @S @ SOLVEON aNp @ WEBPON. Two YEORS BEFORE HifiS CRisiS BLEw VP, 1Y SHoup Have geen HaLking fo HHe Bar, ano e HRA ano
orRGANiTAHONS LiKE Yowrs.”

A} 4:30 M. oN DECEMBER 19, 2000, 4EN HHOUSAND GENDARMES BROKE iNFO WaRDS N FWENHY PRISONS FHROVGHOUH TURKEY. IN SOME PRISONS
INMOHES OFFERED LTHLE RESTSTANCE, OR WERE OVERCOME wWitHIN @ FEw MINVIES. IN ofHERS, PHcHED BaHLES LAstED FoR MORE HHaN @ vay. At
[stanguL’s UMRANTYE E—4yPE CLoSED PRiSON, FIGHFHING CONFINVED UNHL DECEMBER 23.

THe SNFERVENETON was Namep “Operation ReturN fo LiFe” anp PRESENIED +o HIE MEDIA aS AN INFERVENETON f0 save HE LivES ofF 205
PRISONERS ON DEAHH Fast. But gy E8RLY JANVARY, HHIRFY—Hwo PEOPLE—INCLUDING $1v0 GENDARMES—IVERE DEAD, GNP MORE +HAN 2,000 PRISONERS

* PRELIMINGRY 0BSERVAFONS oF HHE EVRGPEAN CommiHEE FOR HHE PREVENFTON oF TORFRE on HHEIR visTH fo TURKEY 16—24 JuLy 2000 (cPT/INe ('zooo) 19
[eN]), Decemeex 7, 2000,

5Humaw RigHts Watel iNtERViEW, Husnu OnpuL, ANKERE, Janvary 4, 2001,
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WERE ON HUNGER SHRIKE. ONE HHlousanD GNP FOR$Y PRISONERS Hab BEEN $RANSFERRED f0 EDIRNE, KANDTRA, GNP SINCAN F—HYPE PRISONS. PRISONERS
REPORIED BEING SUBJECHED f0 BEAFINGS, FoRFURE, AND RIFVAL HUMILIAETON DURING #RANSFER GNP ON GRRIVAL 8t HE NEw PRISONS. THERE wWERE
aLso ALLEGAHIONS 1At UNWERRANIED FORCE waS USED DURING FHE INFERVENFON, OND 1+ PRISONERS WERE GRBHRARILY kiLLep, FinaLLy # was
clear #at, @S HAP BEEN FEQRED ALL OLONG, @ REGIME OF INFENSE SOLTHARY OR SMALL GROVP fSoLa4ioN was BEING iMPosED iN HE F—type
PRISONS. THE TURKTSH GOVERNMENYE, HAVING REFUSING 40 RESPOND $0 COLLS FRoM PRISONERS’ FAMILIES, LAWYERS, HUMAN RIGHES 0RGANTZAFIONS, OND
INFERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES, FATLED +0 vER HHE OvOTPABLE DiSOSTER.

SMALL GROUP ISOLATION IN PRACTICE

When I visited Sincan F-type Prison, I went into the room of one young prisoner. He seemed to have difficulty
orientating himself and it was some time before he realized who I was. When I asked if he had any complaint he said
“Loneliness—save me from this loneliness.”

Mehmet Bekaroglu, member of the Turkish Parliamentary Human Rights Commission, interviewed January 5, 2001.

As noted above, prisoners who were to be transferred to F-type prisons resisted such transfer, at least in part
because they feared the mental and physical consequences of being held in small group isolation. As Human Rights
Watch learned from its research, many of their fears turned out to have been justified.

During a joint mission in January 2001, Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International conducted interviews
with three prisoners who were transferred from ward-based to F-type prisons during the December prison operation, as
well as with twenty-four relatives of such prisoners. Most of those interviewed emphasized one primary point: the
Turkish government is using F-type prisons to impose unconditional solitary and small group isolation on inmates.
Every single prisoner, relative, and lawyer confirmed that prisoners are being locked down in solitary or three-person
isolation units twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. Justice Minister Hikmet Sami Turk, touring a German
prison in early February, spoke in positive terms of what F-type prisons had to offer: “In F-type prisons there are
workshops, closed and open sports fields, a library and reading room. What is important in a prison is the opportunity a
person has to get in touch with themselves, and also to be with their friends.”® However, to Human Rights Watch’s
knowledge, by February 5, no prisoners had been given access to the library, canteen, or sports facilities advertised by
the Justice Ministry prior to the opening of the prisons. Similarly, no prisoners had been permitted out-of-cell time.’

% Milliyet (Nationhood), February 8, 2001.

" Out-of-cell time has been recommended by the Committee for the Prevention of Torture, which warned that “In the absence
of a significant improvement in activities for prisoners, the introduction of smaller living units will almost certainly cause more
problems than it solves.” Committee for the Prevention of Torture/Inf (99) 2 [EN]; February 23, 1999.
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Mehmet Ozturk,® imprisoned for supporting an illegal armed organization, was released under the December 20
partial amnesty after having spent only four days at Sincan F-type Prison. During his time at the prison, he had initially
been held in solitary confinement, and then shared a cell with two other prisoners. He told Human Rights Watch: “The
only way of summoning the guards is to bang on the door, and still they do not come. It was very cold indeed, and dark
because there was no electricity for most of the time.”” Mehmet Ozturk stated that he was not given any opportunity for
out-of-cell activities—and in common with all prisoners at that stage was not even permitted into the yard annexed to
the unit.

Parts of the regime in the F-style prisons also seem intended to disorient prisoners. Mehmet Ozturk reported, for
example, that he was not permitted a watch or writing implements. He also reported that very loud music was played in
the outer corridor. Sami Yilmaz, who had been transferred to Sincan F-type prison from Bartin prison, described the
same agonizingly loud music and the same unresponsiveness from the guards: “Suddenly this noise comes blaring in
from the corridor. We banged on the cell door for forty-five minutes to get it turned off. But they did not turn it off.”'"

Contrasting with unpredictable bursts of sound which prisoners are unable to control were also extended periods of
absolute silence, exacerbated by the lack of social interaction. Sami Yilmaz stated, “The silence started to echo in our
heads. At times all you can hear is far off booms and shouts. Even after a few days, three people in the same room run
out of things to talk about.”"'

Each unit in the F-type prison opens onto its own small and separate yard.'” In May Justice Ministry
representatives told Human Rights Watch that prisoners would have unrestricted daytime access to these exclusive
yards. By the first week in January, most prisoners had not been permitted access into the cell yard, but by the end of
the month more prisoners were reporting that they were being allowed into the yard, at least for a few hours a day."

Prison staff seemed well aware of the disturbing effects of the regime they were administering. Sami Yilmaz
reported that as he was admitted to the prison, a high-ranking warden told him “You will go into a single cell and come

¥ The names of all prisoners, with the exception of those who have died, and their relatives, have been withheld and replaced
with pseudonyms for fear of possible reprisal.

° Human Rights Watch interview with Mehmet Ozturk, Istanbul, January 2, 2001.

' Sami Yilmaz described other “games” apparently intended to torment the prisoners: “Suddenly there would be a rap on the
door in the middle of the night. We would jump up, wondering what was going on and then hear someone say ‘We have some
lovely soup here—do you want some?’—but they know full well that we are on hunger-strike.”

" Human Rights Watch interview with Sami Yilmaz, Ankara, January 5, 2001.

' The three person units have an upper dormitory, a dayroom measuring 25 m? and a 30 m? yard according to the Turkish
Medical Association Report on F-type Prisons based on a visit of June 16,2000 (www.ttb.org.tr/rapor/f tipi.html). The yard is 50
m? in area according to the Justice Ministry's press release of February 13, 2001.

" The preliminary observations of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) on their December
2000/January 2001 visit to Turkey states that by the time of their visit in the second week in January, prisoners had access to the
yards adjoining their cells throughout the day.
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out mad,” and a gendarme officer added: “... and in a few months we will come to take you to Bakirkoy [Istanbul’s well-
known mental institution].”

As Human Rights Watch noted in its May 2000 report, “Many prisoners also believe that they face a greater risk of
ill-treatment by prison staff if they are transferred to a cell-based system, where there is only limited communication
with other prisoners or with the outside world.” The prisoners were right. Human Rights Watch received several direct
and indirect reports that prisoners in F-type prisons are beaten if they fail to present themselves for roll call at the door
of the cell, and sometimes if they fail to stand at attention in the guards’ presence. For example, Hatice Isikli stated that
her son Alpaslan Isikli, who was held in Sincan Prison, had told her that he had been repeatedly beaten for refusing to
stand at attention for roll call."* Ali Dogan said that his daughter Deniz Dogan had described to him how the guards
ordered her to sing military marches and shout military slogans."® Reports of beatings at roll call continued throughout
January 2001. Istanbul lawyer Several Demir told Human Rights Watch that when she went to see her client Salih
Yesilirmak at Kandira F-type Prison in early January, she saw new wounds above his eyes and bruises.'® Salih
Yesilirmak, who is held in a one-person cell and has a heart condition, told his lawyer that he had been severely
punched and kicked by a group of guards because he had refused to stand in the prison director’s presence. A formal
complaint was made about the assault and Salih Yesilirmak was interviewed by Kandira public prosecutor, but to date
no proceedings have been taken against prison staff in respect of the attack. Two other clients informed her that they
had been beaten by guards who entered their cells at Kandira Prison on January 13, 2001. In its preliminary
observations on its December 2000/January 2001 visit, the CPT stated that it had received many allegations that
prisoners were ill-treated in the process of being moved to the cell door for roll call. The committee recommended that
the rule that prisoners should present themselves for roll call at the cell door should not be rigidly applied to hunger
striking prisoners who might be in poor physical condition. "If, exceptionally, force has to be used to bring a prisoner
downstairs for the headcount, then recognized control and restraint techniques should be employed; it goes without
saying that physical assault is not one of those techniques.""’

Many critics of the F-type prisons have also expressed concern that the switches controlling electricity, hot and
cold water, and heating are located outside the individual cells, pointing out that such an arrangement not only denies
prisoners a sense of control over their living environment, it also makes prisoners feel particularly vulnerable to abuse.
Lutfi Demirkapi, president of the Ankara branch of the HRA explained why this conventional and apparently sensible
arrangement was so alarming in the context of a Turkish prison: “Imagine a guard who wants, for example, sexual
favors from an inmate. Because there is no supervision, he can just cut off light and heat and water until the prisoner
gives in. There’s no oversight in our prisons, none at all. It is an invitation to abuse.”®

It is often difficult for prisoners to get health care in Turkish prisons, but the isolation imposed in F-type prisons
leaves sick prisoners completely without recourse. Sema Karatas recounted to Human Rights Watch the experiences of
Fevzi Durmaz, who is fifty-seven years of age and has a heart condition that requires constant medication. She knows
him through eight years of prison visiting in company with his relatives. Sema Karatas applied to the prosecutor at
Edirne F-type Prison for Fevzi Durmaz to get the necessary medicine, but she was told, “Prisoners are rejecting
treatment because they are on hunger strike.” However, according to Ms. Alatas, Fevzi Durmaz had not refused
medication and was not on hunger strike. On February 13, Sema Karatas was a member of a delegation which met the
justice minister and raised the lack of medical provision for prisoners. Later that month, Fevzi Durmaz's family were
permitted to pay money into the administration department of Edirne F-type Prison so that the necessary medicines
could be purchased. Fevzi Durmaz has since been transferred to Tekirdag F-type Prison. A number of prisoners injured
in the December intervention have reportedly still not received treatment, including Ismail Korkmaz at Tekirdag F-type

" Human Rights Watch interview with Hatice Isikli, Istanbul, January 3, 2001.

' Interview, Istanbul, January 2, 2001.

'® Human Rights Watch telephone interview with Several Demir, January 23, 2001.

7 Committee for the Prevention of Torture, Press Release/Observations on Visit 12/2000 - 01/2001, published 16/03/2001.
'® Human Rights Watch interview with Lutfi Demirkapi, Ankara, January 6, 2001.
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Prison, who has broken ribs, and Bulent Agac and Halil Karabulut, who have broken ribs after being beaten in the
December operation and again beaten in their cells for not presenting themselves for roll call.”

Prisoners who have been beaten are also particularly vulnerable to denial of medical attention. For example, Salih
Yesilirmak told his lawyer that after he had been beaten by guards (see above), he passed out on the floor of his cell.
When he recovered consciousness, he found that he had lost a good deal of blood. Already in a weakened state because
he was on hunger strike, he had insufficient strength to summon the guards by shouting and banging on the door—the
only form of communication. He was later taken to the prison sick bay. He has since been transferred to Tekirdag F-
type Prison.

In summary, the isolation regime in F-type prisons grinds inmates down mentally with sheer physical,
psychological, and social monotony and a range of measures that disorient the prisoners and intensify their sense of
helplessness: unpredictable and loud noises, disturbed sleep, services frequently but unpredictably turned off, and
difficulty in accessing medical care. What is more, it provides an opportunity for prison staff to ill-treat prisoners, who
have little or no recourse when abused.

All these abuses are made possible because the F-type prison is a closed and unsupervised world. In its May 2000
report on small group isolation in Turkish prisons, Human Rights Watch emphasized the importance of contact with the
outside world, and in particular arrangements for monitoring by impartial bodies not under Justice Ministry authority.
Prisons have, exceptionally, been visited by representatives of bar associations and the Turkish Medical Association but
there are currently no arrangements for such bodies to visit prisoners or conduct regular independent inspection of
prisons. Sami Yilmaz gave a dramatic example of the transforming potential of outside scrutiny: he described the newly
opened Sincan F-type Prison as a cold and dark institution in which staff paid almost no attention to prisoners, except to
beat them at morning and evening roll calls.

19 Telephone interview with Umit Efe of the Prisons Commission of the Istanbul branch of the HRA, March 28,2001, based
on information supplied to her by lawyers and family members.
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One day there was hot water. We were very surprised. The guards came to the door and said “Is there
anything you need?” We thought at first they were mocking us, but they gave us nail clippers and a waste bin.
That evening we heard that Mehmet Bekaroglu [of the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission] had
visited.*

In two draft laws published in August 2000, the Justice Ministry openly acknowledged the potentially damaging
nature of isolation and committed itself to ensuring a program of out-of-cell activities, and establishing boards of
visitors. The Justice Minister himself promised to make “those changes necessary to bring the prison to such a state that
isolation would be impossible.” At the time, Human Rights Watch welcomed the draft laws and the Justice Minister’s
commitments as an important change of direction. Unfortunately, however, as of February 2001 none of the legislative
changes had been enacted.

At the time of writing, more than four hundred prisoners are on hunger-strike in protest against the F-type prison
regimes—some for more than 160 days. Hunger strikers are showing symptoms such as dizziness, numbing of the
extremities, sight loss, hearing problems, vomiting, diarrhea, and at least six prisoners have been diagnosed with
Wernicke-Korsakoff syndrome (permanent damage to the brain resulting in loss of memory).?' On March 22 twenty-
nine-year-old hunger striker Cengiz Soydas, a university student detained in 1995 and sentenced to fifteen years'
imprisonment for membership of a violent left wing organization, died. He had been transferred on December 19, 1999
from Bartin Prison to Sincan F-type Prison. On March 23, Secretary General of the Council of Europe Walter
Schwimmer made a public statement urging the Turkish government to comply with the recommendations of the CPT,
which include measures to end small group isolation.

The justice minister, Hikmet Sami Turk has said: "Nobody will reach their goal through hunger strikes and death
fasts."” As Human Rights Watch has repeatedly affirmed, it would be quite wrong for the Justice Ministry to be
diverted from the proper management of its prisons by the threat of hunger strike or any other prisoner actions.
However it was very frustrating to hear the minister, as reported by Anatolia Agency and Cumhuriyet (Republic) of
March 26, state that efforts to change the regime in F-type prisons in line with concerns expressed by civil society
organizations and the Turkish Parliamentary Human Rights Commission would only begin once the hunger strikes
had been abandoned.

Revision of the regime of the F-type prisons to bring them into line with international standards must be
disconnected from the issue of the hunger strikes. As the justice minister has expressed an intention to lift
the isolation regime, this should be done immediately. It is merely an added argument for urgency that this
step may encourage the hunger-strikers to drop their protest and so save lives.

International Standards

2 Human Rights Watch interview with Sami Yilmaz, Ankara, January 5, 2001.
*! Ankara Medical Association, press release of March 24, 2001.
** Anatolia Agency, March 26, 2001.
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The unconditional imposition of solitary or small group isolation contravenes international standards for
the treatment of prisoners, and a number of international bodies have expressed concern about its
damaging impact. The U.N. Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners emphasize the
importance of contact with the outside world, the rehabilitative potential of imprisonment, and access to
constructive work, education, and recreation: "Imprisonment and other measures which result in cutting off
an offender from the outside world are afflictive by the very fact of taking from the person the right of self-
determination by depriving him of his liberty. Therefore the prison system shall not, except as incidental to
justifiable segregation or the maintenance of discipline, aggravate the suffering inherent in such a
situation."”® Recommendation No. R (82) 17 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
(September 24, 1982), urges member governments, which include Turkey, to apply ordinary prison
regulations as far as possible to dangerous prisoners, to apply security measures in a way respectful of
human dignity, to counteract, to the extent feasible, the possible adverse effects of reinforced security
conditions, and "to provide education, vocational training, work and leisure-time occupations, and other
activities to the extent that security permits."

The European Commission for Human Rights, an organ of the Council of Europe later absorbed into
the European Court of Human Rights, stated that "the international literature on criminology and psychology
indicate that isolation can be sufficient in itself gravely to impair physical and mental health. The following
conditions may be diagnosed: chronic apathy, fatigue, emotional instability, difficulties of concentration, and
diminution of mental faculties."** The CPT has also recommended that prisoners be permitted to spend “a
reasonable part of the day (eight hours or more) outside their cells, engaged in purposeful activity of a
varied nature.”®

Human Rights Watch urges the Justice Ministry to take immediate steps to lift the isolation regime in
F-type prisons. By doing so, it will fulfill its clear and public undertakings not to implement an isolation
regime, will take an important step to bring the F-type prisons in line with international standards, and make
a constructive gesture to encourage prisoners to abandon their hunger strike. A comprehensive solution,
which might involve legislation and possibly even architectural alterations to the prisons will take time.
Therefore, as an interim measure, the justice minister can ensure that during daylight hours, cell doors are
kept open to permit association within clusters of six three-person units and three single-person cells. It
must be emphasized, however, that this would be no substitute for the program of activities repeatedly
recommended by the CPT and provided for in the draft law of August 2000.

In order to restore confidence among the prison population, and as a safeguard against ill-treatment
and other abuses that have been reported in the F-type prisons, the Justice Ministry should grant local bar
associations, medical associations, and human rights organizations the broadest possible access to the
F-type prisons. Meanwhile, the August 2000 draft bill to establish boards of visitors envisaged should be
strengthened so that the boards are convincingly independent of the state, and passed as law.

THE DECEMBER PRISON TRANSFERS

 United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, Rule 57. See also Rules 21, 37, 39, 40, 46, 58,
59, 60, 63, 65, 71-80.

* European Commission of Human Rights, in its ruling on Applications 7572/76, 7586/76 and 7587/76 by Gudrun Ensslin,
Andreas Baader, and Jan Raspe, 8 July 1978.

* See Committee for the Prevention of Torture report to the Swedish government (CPT/Inf (92) 4 [EN]; March 12, 1992,
Para 160).
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Excessive and Indiscriminate Force During the Prison Transfers

THe DECEMBER PRISON TNCURSTONS DRAMAHICALLY REVERSED EYPLICTH GOVERNMEN} PoLicy—PROVOKING SPECULAtioN +Hdt HHE MILHARY was
BEHIND HHE DECTSTON $0 RusH HHE F—#¥PE PRiSONS iNbo SERVICE. Justice Minfster Hikmed Sami TURk Hap MAvE aN EYPLiCH commitment oN
Decemeer @ "4 is cLear fiat HHE F—4YPE PRISONS will Not BE GPENED FOR SERVICE FOR 84 LEASH STY MONFHS. DWRING HHis PERToD wE 8RE
Redvy fo Hake INfo CONSTRERAHION HHE SENSHIVIHIES OF PUBLiC OPINION, HHE cRiticisms of HHe F—#yPe PRiSons ane HE constrRuctive
SUGQESHONS 0F PROFESSIONOL ORGANTZAHIONS.... OUR @i is +0 0PEN HIE F—HYPE PRISONS ONLY GFFER ENSWRING HHat HHEY GRE BROVGHE 40 @
SHAHE N CONFORMIHY wiHH HUMAN RiGHES N EVERY way.”” [+ is piFFiclLt 0 SQUARE s UNDERFKING witl HHE CARNAGE 1At FOLLOWED ONLY
ELEVEN DAYS LAHER aND HHE HASHE witl wHiCH PRISONERS WERE #RANSFERRED +0 F—HYPE PRiSONS HHat WERE Not PREPARED +o RECEIVE Hiiem, For
EYOMPLE, 8+ SINCAN F—T9PE PRISON, HHERE was Not 8 PROPER wWaHER SUPPLY, GND PRISONERS WERE 0BLIGED 0 DRINK watER with cLay ParficLes
N . EveN 8s oF HHis wWRIHING, HHERE 7S No REQULHION TN PLACE +0 PROVIDE FOR FHE GPMINISTRAFION OF HHE PRiSONS.

ON DeceMBER 19, DESPHE PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENSS +a+ HIE #RANSFERS +0 F—HYPE PRISONS WoULD Not HAPPEN FOR ST MONHHS OR MORE,
GENPORMES ENFERED WVENEY PRISONS witH DEMOLiHTON EQUIPMENT aND Automatic wEGPONS aND FRANSFERRED MORE FHAN @ FHOUSOND PRISONERS 0
F—1yPe PRiSONS. THE +RANSFER OPERAFION RESULIED N HEAVY LoSS oF LiFE: 7+ GPPEGRS HHAt HHREY PRISONERS TN SEVEN OF HHE FWENPY PRISONS
WERE KILLED OR SUBSEQUENFLY DYED FROM NJVRIES FHEY SUSHAINED DURING HHE FRANSFER. Two GENDARMES DIED: ONE was KiLLED BY @ GUNSHot at
(anakkaLe PRiSoN, HHE oHHER GPPARENILY FRoM SMOKE iNHALAfioN af UMRANTYE.

The exact circumstances in which so many deaths occurred have not yet been clarified. No detailed
account of the fatalities has been provided either by the Justice or Interior Ministry. Official statements have
presented the operation, in general terms, as one in which every effort was taken to preserve life in the face
of gunfire from resisting prisoners. For example, in a press statement on December 24, Justice Minister
Hikmet Sami Turk stated, “This operation, which was well planned by the gendarmes and the security
forces, is above praise, because it was carried out with care and concern based on high respect for human
life.””® Most prisoners died, the government claims, because they burned themselves in protest, while others
were unavoidably killed because they were presenting an armed threat to the gendarmerie.?

Lawyers and prisoners’ relatives interviewed by Human Rights Watch relayed accounts that differ
significantly from the government’s description of events. They describe an unprovoked attack by heavily
armed soldiers who used unwarranted violence, firing on prisoners indiscriminately with lethal ammunition
and apparently targeting and killing some unarmed prisoners. Some accounts (see below) suggest that
gendarmes may have caused some of the fires by pouring flammable liquids or powders in areas where the
prisoners were gathered, and igniting them.

%0 Te oPeratioN was carRiE out gy GENPORMERSE, 8 MILTFARY FORCE wHicH CBRRIES out PoLice pufies UNDER HHE QUHORTHY oF HHE INFERTOR MiNTSERY.
THE GENDORMERTE GRE COMMANDED BY GENERALS wWHo GRE PARF oF MILIFARY GENERAL SHAFF, AND HHE GENDBRMERTE SUPREME COMMANDER 7S @ MEMBER OF HiE
NationaL Secwridy Cowneit. Its duties include policing rural areas, guarding frontiers and perimeter security for prisons. In such duties,
the gendarmerie is under the authority of the Interior Ministry. Gendarmerie personnel consists largely of young men carrying out
their military service.

*7 Anatolia Agency, December 8, 2000.

¥ Hurriyet (Liberation) December 25, 2000.

* Anatolia Agency, December 20, 2001.
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The cause of death is not known in all cases, because the prosecution service has not yet released the
full autopsy reports. An Interior Ministry briefing given on December 23 (before the final death toll emerged)
stated that sixteen prisoners immolated themselves and security forces killed ten prisoners who were
resisting with arms.*® According to a briefing prepared by the Istanbul branch of the Human Rights
Association, the largest number of deaths among prisoners was from gunshot wounds, followed by burning.
Blows with blunt instruments may have been a factor in some deaths.>" Two prisoners appear to have died
as a result of inhaling smoke or gas.*

The U.N. Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials provides a
guide for how firearms and other weapons should be used during such operations. The principles require
that officials resort to force or firearms only when they have no other choice, that they should exercise
restraint and act in proportion to their legitimate objective. Officers must, under all circumstances, “minimize
damage and injury, and respect and preserve human life.” (Principle 5).

In response to a nonviolent prisoner protest—that is, widespread hunger strikes—the authorities decided
to send troops into the prisons in order to transfer the prisoners. Once the decision had been made to
intervene using force, the authorities should have called on law enforcement professionals with experience
in handling such a potentially hazardous situation with due regard for law and respect for human life. Due to
the gendarmerie’s well-established and very bad track record in dealing with prisoner unrest—having killed
twenty-seven prisoners in similar incursions between 1995 and 1999**—Human Rights Watch has urged on

* Radikal, December 24, 2000.

*! Istanbul Human Rights Association, 19 Aralik Katliam Raporu (December 19 Massacre Report), January 6, 2001.

2 The CPT stated that "information gathered during the [December 2000/January 2001] visit suggest that the methods
employed by the security forces were not in all cases proportional to the difficulties faced. In particular, the delegation has grave
doubts regarding the manner in which the intervention took place vis-a-vis the female dormitory C1 at Istanbul Prison and
Detention House (Bayrampasa). Six of the 27 women in that dormitory died and many of the others suffered burns and/or other
injuries. The delegation interviewed several of the women who were held in dormitory C1 as well as other prisoners who witnessed
parts of the intervention against that dormitory. According to the accounts received, the occupants of dormitory C1 did not offer
violent resistance, but merely shut themselves in their dormitory; it is alleged that the women were nevertheless bombarded with
gas grenades and other devices for several hours and shot at from time to time and that, at around 12.00 am, the top floor of the
dormitory was set on fire as a result of the action being taken by the security forces. It is also alleged that the security forces were
immediately told that prisoners were being burned on the top floor but failed to take prompt action to put out the fire, despite
having the means (water hoses) to do so."

3 Human Rights Watch, “Small Group Isolation in Turkish Prisons: An Avoidable Disaster,” 4 Human Rights Watch Report,
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more than one occasion that the Justice Ministry not use gendarmes to intervene in prison crises or for
transfers. The Human Rights Commission of the Turkish Parliament, which investigated the killing of ten
prisoners at Ankara Closed Prison in September 1999, also expressed the view that “gendarmes, in view of
their training, and the psychological and social dimension of the task in question, are clearly unsuitable for
intervention is such situations.”** Similarly, the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture has urged
the Turkish government to use gendarmerie only as a last resort. In such cases, “The CPT recommends
that ... the intervention take place in the presence of an authority which is fully independent of both the
gendarmerie and the prison and charged with observing and subsequently reporting upon the carrying out
of the intervention. The presence of such an authority will both have a dissuasive effect on anyone minded
to ill trea;[5 prisoners and enable unfounded allegations of ill-treatment to be refuted in a convincing
manner.”

vol. 12 no. 8 (D), May 2000; Human Rights Watch, “Turkey: Human Rights and the European Union Accession Partnership,” 4

Human Rights Watch Report, vol. 12, no. 10 (D), September 2000.
** Turkish Parliament Human Rights Commission, 26 Eylul 1999 Ulucanlar Cezaevi Raporu (26 September 1999 Ulucanlar

Prison Report), June 2000.
> Report to the Turkish Government on the visit to Turkey from 5 to 17 October 1997 (CPT/Inf (99) 2 [EN] - Publication

Date: February 23, 1999).
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Unfortunately, no such independent authority was present during the December 2000 intervention, in
spite of the fact that, according to the Interior Minister, these operations had been planned for more than a
year.* On the contrary, even those authorities that had a clear duty to supervise the operation appear to
have been kept well away from the scene. The prison prosecutor is the representative of the judiciary inside
the prison and is responsible for all issues of legal process. Eren Keskin, a lawyer and president of the
Istanbul branch of the HRA, told Human Rights Watch that she was in the office of the Istanbul Public
Prosecutor during telephone conversations between the prosecutor and the prosecutors of Umraniye and
Bayrampasa Prisons on December 20. From these telephone calls, she said she learned that neither
prosecutor was granted access to the scene of the prison operation and therefore that they had no direct
information on developments at the prisons. The media also reported, apparently based on official sources,
that the prosecutor at Bayrampasa did not arrive at the gates of the prison until four hours after the
operation had begun,®” and that the operation was being run by the gendarmerie, rather than judicial or
prison, authorities.*

U.N. Principle 10 on the Use of Force and Firearms requires that security forces should give “clear
warning of their intent to use firearms.” The pre-dawn timing of the intervention suggests that it was planned
as a raid relying on the element of surprise. Far from being warned of the use of force, some prisoners at
Bayrampasa and Umraniye Prisons describe being awakened by explosions, though prisoners in other
prisons did describe warnings in the form of calls to surrender.

When Sema Karatas visited her husband Mustafa Karatas at Edirne F-type prison, he told her that he
woke up to gendarmes shouting “This is an operation, surrender!” He described how the prisoners offered
to surrender to the prosecutor, but the soldiers responded with, “There’s no more prosecutor now, we are
the prosecutor.” When the prisoners asked to talk to the governor, the gendarmes jeered that they were the
governor, and even the Justice Minister.*

The U.N. Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms encourage the deployment of a range of “non-
lethal incapacitating weapons for use in appropriate situations.”* “Their use should be carefully evaluated in
order to minimize the risk of endangering uninvolved persons,” and the use of such weapons should be
carefully controlled.*' During the operation, ostensibly non-lethal methods were used, including what
prisoners reported as concussion, tear gas, and pepper gas grenades, and a grenade containing some form
of gas that incapacitated by making muscles tense uncontrollably. Although tear gas and pepper gas are
generally not lethal when used in certain circumstances (such as for street riots), they can be fatal when
used in enclosed spaces.*’ The Istanbul HRA cited gas as a possible cause of the deaths of Nilufer Alcan at
Bayrampasa Closed Prison and Unsal Gedik at Umraniye Prison.*?

% Hurriyet (Liberation), December 20, 2000.

*7 Milliyet (Nationhood), December 20, 2000.

* Radikal, December 20, 2000.

¥ Human Rights Watch interview with Sema Karatas, Istanbul, January 2, 2001.

% U.N. Principles on the Use of Force and Firearm, Principle 2.

* Ibid., Principle 3.

*2 Howard Hu, MD, MPH; Jonathan Fine, MD; Paul Epstein, MD, MPH; Karl Kelsey, MD, MOH; Preston Reynolds, MD,
PhD; Bailus Walker, PhD, MPH, “Tear Gas: Harassing Agent or Toxic Chemical Weapon?,” Journal of the American Medical
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Association, August 4, 1989, vol. 262, no. 5.
* Istanbul Human Rights Association, 19 Aralik Katliam Raporu (December 19 Massacre Report), January 6, 2001.
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Lethal weapons were also widely used during the prison operation. According to the Istanbul HRA
report, bullet wounds were the cause of death of at least eight prisoners. Prisoners’ accounts suggest thata
large amount of lethal ammunition was used in apparently indiscriminate shootings, even in the early stages
of the operation. Such accounts were particularly common from Bayrampasa Closed Prison where most of
the deaths by gunshot wounds occurred. According to Bilal and Fevziye Kaya, their son Mustafa Kaya
reported being woken up at Bayrampasa by shooting. He told them that his ward was “raked” with gunfire.**
According to Ali Dogan, his daughter Deniz Dogan, held at Umraniye Prison, stated that she awoke to
explosions and bullets “like rain.”** According to Ali Esmer, his brother Suha Esmer said that gendarmes
entered his ward at Bayrampasa prison from the roof and began to shoot right and left without warning.*

An Istanbul lawyer relayed to Human Rights Watch an account given by his client, transferred from
Bayrampasa Prison, who said that the operation began with sudden gunfire and grenades from the corridor
running alongside the ward, and that the gunshots wounds were sustained in the first minutes of the
operation.

Murat Ordekci, who was shot dead at Bayrampasa Prison, may have been the victim of a deliberate
killing. Mustafa Karatas’s account, according to his wife Sema Karatas, was that prisoners driven from
Bayrampasa’s C-12 ward by gas, smoke, and flames, fled into an exercise yard where gendarmes shot at
them. It was his impression that gendarmes were mainly aiming for prisoners’ legs, but nevertheless he saw
Murat Ordekci, who was unarmed, shot through the head.

The circumstances of the death of Ahmet Ibili at Umraniye Closed Prison suggest that this may also
have been a deliberate killing. Justice Minister Hikmet Sami Turk stated that a prisoner, later identified at
Ahmet Ibili, had immolated himself and that gendarmes had then shot him as he walked towards them.*’

The Commentary on article 3 of the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials (on which the Basic
Principles are based) states: "The use of firearms is considered an extreme measure. Every effort should be
made to exclude the use of firearms, especially against children. In general, firearms should not be used
except when a suspected offender offers armed resistance or otherwise jeopardizes the lives of others and
less extreme measures are not sufficient to restrain or apprehend the suspected offender. In every instance
in which a firearm is discharged, a report should be made promptly to the competent authorities." Tie critica.
iSSUE s f0 wHat eY¥ENt HHE PRISONERS PRESENIED @ HIREAF f0 HHE GENDPORMES. A GENPARMERTE COLONEL, SPEAKING 8+ aN INFERjOR MiNistRY
BRIEFING ON DECEMBER 23, 2000 statep Hiat "ALHIoUGH WEBPONS WERE Not BEING Usep [gY fHE SECURTHY FORCES], CONVICHED AND REMANDED
PRISONERS VSED KaLasHNTkovs, SHotGUNS, Pistols, GRENGDES, GNP HOME—MAPE PIPE—BoMBS AGAINSE HHE SECWRIY Forces.” ONE GENDARME,
NReHIN Kur, DiED oF @ HigH vELoCHY GUNSHOH woUND 8+ UMRANTYE PRiSoN. Human Ricits Watel is Not GwarRe HHat any FURHER INFORMAHION
HOS EMERGED CONCERNING FHE WEGPON WHICH KILLED HiM OND WHEFHER HE was KILLED BY PRISONERS' 0R GENDORMES' GUNFIRE.

ONE OF HIE PRISONERS with wHom Human Ricits watel sPoke bip Not DENY $1ia+ PRISONERS Hab RESTSHED HE SECURTHY FoRCES, BU S@ip
13t HHE WEBPONS USED WERE DORIS OND SLINGSHoHS, Not FIREGRMS. THERE WERE NEwSPAFER REFORES FHat @ KaLasunikov (AK—47) avtomatic
WEGPON WS USED BY PRISONERS f BAYRAMPASA GNP RECOVERED GFFER HHE OPERAHON. HOWEVER, No GENDORMES WERE REPORIED 40 HAVE BEEN
WOUNDED BY SUCH @ WEBPON, OND @ DSPLAY OF RECOVERED WEAPONS ON DECEMBER 21 INCLWDED Pistols BUF No automatic weaPons.” Tie
ParLiaMENEARY Human RigHEs Commission Hap Been skePtical agout @ simMiLaR cLaiM Mave Ffer HHE oPeration 8% ANKARA CLosEd PRISON N
Sepiemeer 1999,

* Human Rights Watch interview with Bilal and Fevziye Kaya, Istanbul, January 3, 2001.

* Human Rights Watch interview with Ali Dogan, Istanbul, January 2, 2001.

“ Human Rights Watch interview with Ali Esmer, Istanbul, January 3, 2001.

*” Radikal, December 20, 2000.

* See Radikal, December 22, 2000.

* "The commanders who directed the operation [at Ulucanlar Prison] stated that intense gunfire had been directed from
inside [the ward] and that they had opened fire in response to this. Also, it was stated that three prisoners had been killed by their
fellow prisoners who had fired on them with a shotgun. Searches subsequent to the operation uncovered 1 Kalashnikov type

Human Rights Watch 16 April 2001, Vol 13, No 2 (D)



automatic weapon (AK-47), 7 pistols, 1 shotgun. However, there are some doubts concerning the shotgun and automatic weapon.
Firstly, the automatic weapon was not found in the first search...; if the said automatic weapon had been used by the prisoners,
security force members would surely have been wounded with this weapon. Whereas wounded security force members were shot
with pistol ammunition. Again, if a shotgun was used and a prisoner shot his three friends with this weapon, why did they not fire

on the security forces with the shotgun?" 26 September 1999 Ulucanlar Prison Report, Turkish Grand National Assembly Human
Rights Commission, June 2000.
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SEVERAL PRISONERS DYED OF BURNS DURING HHE DECEMBER PRISON OPERGHON. Two BODTES WERE BURNED BEYOND RECOGNTHION, GND ONE OF
HHESE WS BURIED witHout HAVING BEEN CONCLUSTVELY TDENFIFIED. PRISONERS™ 0wWN 8CCouNts inbicate Hiat soME oF HHETR FELLOw PRISONERS Db
iN Fact set HHEMSELVES ON FIRE @S @ PRofest against HHe oPERAFION, aND HHis 7S CORROBORAHED BY ViDEO FootdgGE circuLaten 8Y HE INERTOR
MiNTSERY oN DecemBeR 21, But SEVERAL PRISONERS OLso REPORIED 0 HIETR FAMILTES +Ha+ GENPORMES POURED FLAMMABLE POWDERS OR LiQUiDS iNto
Hg WaRps. AccorpiNG +o (ULNGZ BaYRaAM, HER DAUGHIER NAZLT BAYRAM, wHo was iN BaYRAMPAsA PRiSoN, folb HER FHat “@ wHIHE PowbER came
iN, OND HIEN HHERE was 8 Biq EYPLOSTON BEHIND US. THis L HHE PowbeR. THERE was NoHHING You could po—3ust RUN Hiis way anp fat.”™
Accorving o fasan CeLik, His soN SEyHAN CELK, wHo was iN BayramMPasa PRiSoN, REPoRIED, “THEY SPRAYED @ cHEmical materiaL, @ Liquiv,
whicl cavart Fire aFter fuey £iPpep i iN Accorping fo BiLaL ane Fevzive Kaya, #HETR soN Mustard Kava who was $RANSFERRED FRoM
BayraMPasa +o EiRNE F—HYPE PRiSON, $oLb HiEM, “THE GENDBRMES GPENED @ HOLE SN HE ROOF aND FHREW IN GBS GRENGPES, OND POURED SOME
cHemical Liquiv HRoVGH anp sed LicHt 4o i+

UN. PRINCTPLE 22 oN HHE Use oF Force anp Firearms PRoviDES Hat OFFICERS PREPARE @ DEFAILED REPORF WHENEVER HIEY USE FIREGRMS. [F
Here aRe FafaLities, HHey must suemit HHE REPORY fo AoMiNisERAFIVE anp Jwicial Bovies so +Hat HHEY <N Proceed 4o @ $HorovGH
INVESHGAHION, SCRUPULOUS RECORD KEEPING WoULD BE OF Vifal TMPORIANCE N CLARIFYING wHY SO MONY LIVES WERE Lost IN FHoSE SEVEN PRISONS
ON DecemBeR 19. FULL REPORFING FOLLOWED UP BY MEHCULOUS FORENSIC TNVESHGAFON COULD CONFIRM OR REBUF HIE ALLEGAHONS OF
DISPROPORITONGIE GNP TNDISCRIMINGIE VSE oF LEHHAL vioLENnCE, But HIERE S No PRECEDEN} FoR Hiis. THERE wWERE FOVR PREViOUS FataL
INCURSTONS, MATNLY BY GENDARMES, BEFWEEN 1995 anD 1999.” Human Ricuts Watel s Not BwarRe +Hat HHIE GENPARMERTE PRODUCED ANY DEHATLED
AccoWNt OF How BMMUNTEION waS VSED, OR How FAtALTHES 0CCURRED IN 8NY OF HHoSE iNCTDENTS,

Past EYPERTENCE OF DELAY, PERFUNCHORY TNVESHGOHON, CORRUPHON OR LOSS OF EVIDENCE, OND EYIREME DiFFiCULEY iN OPENING LEGAL
PROCEEDINGS RELAFED 0 HHE KILLING OF PRISONERS FOLLOWING PREVIOUS TNCURSTONS iNSPTRE LHHLE CONFIDENCE 1At INFERNGL GENDPARMERTE
REPORES ON HHIE OPERAHON WiLL EVEN BE MADE PUBLTC 0R Ha+ TNDEPENDENE TNQUIRTES wiLl BE INTETAHED BY OR GLLOWED BY $HE GOVERNMENE. To
DAE, No GENDARME OR OFFICiaL HAS BEEN PUNISHED FOR HIE KILLINGS GND INJURIES IN HoSE oPERAFIONS. For EYAMPLE, IN THs INvESHGAtION iNto
e vedtis oF #EN PRISONERS 8% ANKARA's ULUCANLAR (LosEp PRISON oN SEP4EMBER 26, 1999, HE ParLiameNtarY Human RigHts commission
REPORIED HHat SOME OFFicials HAP BEEN RELVCIANE fo COOPERAIE OR EVEN REFUSED 0 CooPERMIE witH its INVESHGAtioN oR fo SUPPLY
EvibEnce, it Justice anp INFERTOR MiNiSERY oFFicials Hav Not BEEN FRANK SN HHETR piscLosures, Hhat aufoPsies Hav Not BEEN PROPERLY
CARRIED oV, aND HHAt EVIDENCE Hab DISAPPEARED GNP, N HHE €AsE oF HHE “Recoverep” KaLasunikov automatic wEAPON, PossieLy credfep. THe
CoMmiSSTON CONCLWDED f1Hat EYCESSTVE FORCE HAD BEEN USED OND ALso NotED iNJWRIES Hiat invicaten HHat HHE PRISONERS WERE BEGYEN OFFER
caPHRe. LawYERS wHo BHHEMPIED 40 BRING LEGAL ActioN aGaiNst PRISON SHAFF ForR HHETR PARY N HE DEGHHS AND INJURTES OF PRISONERS WERE
BLOCKED BY HIE OFFiCE oF HIE ANKARA GOVERNOR. THE ANKARA GOVERNOR'S OFFICE LSy #RTED 40 BLock HHE PROSECUFION OF GENDARMES, BU Hilis
WS SUCCESSPULLY CALLENGED N HHE CoRES. However, iN HHE CURioUs INDTCHMENT FINGLLY PRODUCED iN DECEMBER 2000, HiE PROSECUFOR
CHARGED GENDORMERTE OFFICERS with UNLAWFUL KILLING, BUF VRGED HHETR Acquittal oN +HE GROUNDS +Hat HHEY WERE ACHING TN SELF—DEFENSE
AN HE PWRSUIH oF HHETR pudy,”

* Human Rights Watch interview with Gulnaz Bayram Istanbul, January 3, 2001.

> Human Rights Watch interview with Hasan Celik, Istanbul, January 3, 2001.

> Human Rights Watch interview with Bilal and Fevziye Kaya, Istanbul,
January 3, 2001.

> Three prisoners were beaten to death by security forces at Buca Prison, near Izmir,
in September 1995; four prisoners died of beatings at Umraniye Prison in Istanbul in January 1996; ten prisoners were beaten to
death during an incursion into Diyarbakir Prison in September 1996; ten prisoners were killed at Ankara Closed Prison in
September 1999.

> Indictment, Ankara Public Prosecutor's Office, Investigation No: 2000/5435, December 25, 2000.
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[4 fs MPerative Hat aLL evivence gt May assist IN HHE REConsERUCHON oF Events N TURkiSH PRISONS oN DECEMBER 19, 2000 g
PRESERVED UNFATNFED, fuman RicHis Watcl was coNcerRned fo LEGRN FRom HHE Lawyer SeLcvk Kozaagac #Hat PRSONERS’ cLotiing, wiicH
WOULD PROVIDE MUCH INFORMAFON 880Ut HIE DIRECHON GNP RANGE OF QUNSHOTS, 8S WELL 8S HHE USE oF FLOMMABLE MATERTALS, HOS DISAPPEARED.
IN view oF HHE HistoRY oF CORRUPE OR MISSING EVIDENCE iN PARALLEL CASES, aNb HIE DIFFICULEY N SECWRING PROSECUHONS, Mucy LESS
CONVICHONS, TN STMILER ViOLENT INFERVENETONS BY GENDARMES, i+ MaY Not BE PossieLE +o RELY oN HHE state PRoSECUHON SERVICE +o €BRRY out
N EFFECHVE TNVESHGBETON GNP, WHERE GPPROPRIGHE, PROSECUIE MEMBERS OF HIE SECURTEY Forees. luman Riuts Watcy HHEREFORE caLls oN HiE
TURKISH GovERNMENE 40 ESHABLISH AN TNDEPENDENF CoMMISSTON oF TNVESHGAYIoN INto HHE DE@HHS 1t OCCURRED DWRING HHE DECEMBER
INFERVENFION, BLONG HHE LiNES RECOMMENDED BY HHE UN. PRINCTPLES ON HHiE EFFECHVE PREVENETON aND INVESHGEtION oF EYIRA—LEGEAL, ARBHRARY
aNp Summary Eyeculions (PrincipLe 11). THE COMMTSSTON SHOWLD BE COMPOUSED OF PERSONS RECOGNTZED FOR HIETR EYPERFISE, iMPARFTALIEY, AN
TNPEPENDENCE. [F SHOULD BE FULLY RESOVRCED, witH POWERS $0 SUMMON GNP PROFECH WIFNESSES, OND DEMAOND INFORMOFION FROM OFFicial BobiEs.
WHERE HHE COMMISSTON UNCOVERS EVIDENCE TNDICAFING +Hat INDIVIDUALS GRE RESPONSTBLE FOR KILLING OR WOUNDING +HROVGH +HE NEGLIGEN 0R
CORELESS USE OF FORCE OR FIREARMS, OR FOR CORRYING oUt DELTBERAFE KILLINGS, OR WHERE SUPERTOR OFFICERS HAVE GTVEN ORDERS HHat RESULIED
N suel conpuet, suel EVIDENCE Must BE SuBMiHED o HE PROSECUETON SERVICE TN ORDER 1At HHOSE INDiVIPUALS OR SUPERTOR OFFICERS CON BE
grROVGHE fo Justice, THE FINDINGS oF HHE CoMMISSTON SHOUD BE MEDE PUBLIC witHout DELAY.

Allegations of lll-treatment, Torture, and Sexual Assault During the Prison Transfers

PRISONERS wHo WERE FRANSFERRED 40 F—HYPE PRISONS DURING HHE DECEMBER GPERGHON REPORIED WIDESPRED BEGHINGS BY GENDARMES GND,
N SoME cases, ForRMRE. THe CPT staten™ at # Hab RECEIVED "NUMEROUS GND CONSisTENt ALLEGAFIoNs" #Hat PRISONERS HAb BEEN BEGHEN B8Y
GENPARMES AFFER REMOVAL FROM HIE PRISON WaRPS, aND SHAtED HHat TN SOME CAsES HHE committEe Hab GAHHERED MEDICAL EVIDENCE CONSISTENE
wit He aLLeqations.”

Sami YiLMaz, wHo was #RANSFERRED FRoM BARHFIN +o SiNCaN F—#YPE PRISON, DESCRIBED wHAt HAPPENED OFHER HE waS CAPHURED BY
GENDORMES:

»  CPT, preliminary observations on its December 2000/January 2001 visit to Turkey
(www.cpt.coe.int/en/press/20010316en.htm, March 30, 2001).

*% The bulletin of the Human Rights Foundation of February 1, 2001, states that the Ministry of Justice responded to the
Ankara Medical Association’s report. According to the Ministry’s reply, all 346 prisoners who were injured during transfer to
Sincan F-type Prison were treated, with seventeen in the hospital and thirty-five in the prison infirmary. Fifteen prisoners refused
treatment and a transfer to the hospital in protest against body-searches carried out by the gendarmerie. All prisoners on hunger
strike had been provided with sugar, salt, and vitamin B1. Initial problems with the water supply and heating had been resolved.
The prisoners who, according to Article 16 of the Anti-Terror Law had to be held in single or three-person cells did not suffer from
isolation. Each day they could go out into the fresh air between 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. On four days of the week they could see their
lawyers after 3.30 p.m. and on Fridays they could meet for the whole day. Relatives could visit once a week. The cells were above
European and U.N. standards. The counts of the prisoners had to be carried out on the ground floor of the cell. Those prisoners
who refused to come down were warned, and then physically brought downstairs, but were not ill-treated. The Ministry’s statement
concluded with the observation that the Ankara Medical Association’s report employed expressions in their statement “similar to
those of the terrorist organizations.”

Human Rights Watch 19 April 2001, Vol 13, No 2 (D)



THey fook. Vs into HHE PRISON GARDEN, SHRIPPED US OF 0UR cLoHES aND VALVABLES, INCLUDING RINGS, AND Hit US oN HHE HEAD anp
Bk, with FRUNCHEONS. WHILE $HiS was HAPPENING wE Saw HHE OHHER PRISONERS, SHLL FACE DowN iN HHE MWD, EVEN HHouGH STy
HOVRS HAp PASSED STNCE HHE OPERAFTON BEGAN. BECAUSE MY HEAD was BLOODY, FHEY PUH ME iN N AMBULANCE. THEY aLso BROVGHE $wo
oHIER PRISONERS. THE boctor +RiED +0 SHoP HHE BLEEDING BUF HHE GENDARMES FRAVELING with US INFERVENED SBYING “DoN’4 Foul
YOUR HANDS witH HHE BLooD OF HHESE PEOPLE.” WHEN HHE Doctor Said ot HE Must CARRY ON wit REGHING VS, HIE GENDORMES
stariep fo Beat vs HIERE TN HHE OMBULANCE. THEY CONFINUED +0 BEGH US 8S WE BRRivED 84 HIE HosPitaL. Because | coulp stanp |
was woLkep fo HE SPECTAL Lock—UP wWaRD. MY HANDS WERE HANDCVFFED BEHIND MY BACk, aND HHE GENDARMES PUSHED ME DOWN @
FLiGH oF staiRs. At HiE BoHoM HIERE WERE hwo oHIERS waTFiNG. ONE oF Hem Wit ME IN e Face witd Wis Fist. THey goh
kickep ME. MY EYES WERE SO SWOLLEN HHat | €oULD ONLY SEE oVt OF HHE CORNER OF ONE OF HHEM. THERE WERE FELLOw PRISONERS
UNCONSCious oN HHE FLooR. | sat powN NeYt fo Hem ano HHE QENDBRMES stRuck my HEdp acainst fHe wall, anv | Lost
CONSCTOUSNESS.”

BECAUSE FHE GENPBRME HAD Lost HHE KEY, BULBUL s LEFF For HIE NIGHE IN HiGHI HANDCUFFS $Hat CAUSED His HANDS $0 SWELL aND FLRN BLUE.

THe B2aHING AND HUMTLTAtioN CONFINUED HHE NEYH DAY, ON FHE JOVRNEY fo SiNCaN F—#YPE PRiSoN. Sami Yilmaz anv HHE oHHER PRISONERS
WERE SHLL sick FrRoM HHE EFFECES oF HE GAS VSED N HHE OPERAHONS NP ONE oF Sami Yilmaz's coMPaNions saiv #at He Neevep fo vomit.
“We askep FoR water, aNp FOR HiM 40 BE BLLowED oVt 40 voMit, WE EVEN OFFERED 40 GEF HiEM MONEY. THE GENDBRMES REFUSED, AND wWHEN [HHE
PRISONER] FINGLLY voMHED, HIEY SHOVIED “DoN'+ FiLIY VP HHE FLOOR OR wWE will MAKE You Lick i+ P.”” Sami Yilmaz statep #1at UNiFoRMED
GENDORMES aND @ PLAIN—CLOMIES OFFICER INFERROGAHED Him OFHER BRRIVAL 8+ SINCAN F—HYPE PRiSON. WHILE INYERROGAHING HiM aBou+ HE
PoLitical sERUCHURES wWitHiN BARFIN PRISON, HHEY SHRTPPED LM anb BEGH HimM oN HHE Bubocks witl @ +RuNcHEON. Hiuman Rigrts watel sPoke
+0 RELGHIVES OF SEVENJEEN PRISONERS wHo SEPARAJELY REPORIED BEING BEGHEN DURING +RANSTH aND/0R ON 8RRivAL 8% F—HYPE PRiSONS. SEVERAL
PRISONERS, MALE OND FEMALE, BLso folb FHETR FamiLies ot FHEY weERE seEYvALLY dssaultep. ONE FEMALE PRISONER folb HER BRofHER Hiat
GENPARMES Hab BEGHEN HER witH @ #RUNCHEON, kickep HER BehwEEN HHE LEGS, NP SQUEEZED HER BREAS. At ONE POiNt, dccorping o His
dccount, GENPARMES AHEMPIED f0 REMOVE HER $ROUSERS WHILE HHETR COLLEAGUES Stoob BROWND JEERING NP SHOVEING 8+ 0FHER PRISONERS aND
fauntep fHem fo INFERVENE.

ONE PRISONER TNFORMED HiS LAWYER, GULi78R TUNCER, +Hat GFFER BEING REMOVED FRoM [SHANBUWL's UMRANIYE PRiSoN HE was faken 4o
Kanvira F—T9Pe Prison. ON GRRIVAL ON 20 DECEMBER HE was +AKEN 0 @ RooM WHERE HE wds SERTPPED NakED OND INFERROGAHED FOR
APPROYIMAIELY 45 MINUIES BY GENDARMES wHo SVBJECHED Him 4o FaLaka (Beating oN HHE soles of e Fzz+), BEAFING'S, GNP ONOL RAPE witH @
FRUNCHEON. HlE was PUt IN @ CELL with +vo OFHIER PRISONERS, ONE OF wHOM HAb BROKEN RiBS. WHEN 8 Doctor CamE +o EYAMINE HHis PRISONER
DWRING HHE NiGHE, HHE PRISONER HoLd HHE Doctor wHAt HAb HAPPENED aNp askep +o BE EYAMINED. THE Doctor DiSMISSED Iis REQUESE, SAYING,
“We wiLl see.” THe PRISONER f0Lb His LAWYER +Ha$ HE wRoIE hwo SEPBRAFE PEFitions +o HIE PRISON GpMINTSHRAFHON REQUESHNG @ MEDiCAL
EYaMiNGHToN. Hfs LaWYER dLso MAPE GN GPPLICAHON ON HER CLiENt's BEHALF. FoRENsiC MEDTCINE INSEHUIE DOCtORS ONLY EXAMINED HHE PRISONER
IWENIY—FivE pays OF4ER e ALLEGED assault, anp HE LAwYER Has Not RECEiVED HiE REPORE” SEVEN 0FHER MALE PRISONERS ALSo MAPE @
FoRMAL COMPLAING $1ia+ +HEY HAD BEEN ANGLLY RAPED BY GENDARMES witl FRUNCHEONS DURING HHE +RANSFER.”

PRiSON S1aFF aPPEAR f0 HAvE NEGLECHED HHETR OwWN STANDORD PRISON PROCEDURES FOR CONPUCHING HHOROVGH MEDTCAL EYAMINGFIONS oF aLL
NEw PRISONERS, OND fHUS D7D Not DOCUMENE MEDTCAL EVIDENCE oF fLL—IREGIMENE fHAt HAD 0CCURRED DURING HHE FRANSFER. SOME PRISONERS

" Human Rights Watch interview with Sami Yilmaz, Ankara, January 5, 2001.

¥ The CPT reported, in its preliminary observations on its December 2000/January 2001 visit to Turkey, that "Many
complaints were heard about the manner in which prisoners were transferred and, in particular, that they were very tightly
handcuffed throughout the journey.... Further, despite the fact that several weeks had elapsed since the interventions, many
prisoners were found to bear marks on their wrists fully consistent with the allegations made of excessively tight handcuffing."

* Telephone interview with lawyer Gulizar Tuncer, March 28, 2001.

% Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, Information Note-17:Death Fast in Prisons, January 8, 2001.
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REPORIED HAVING RECETVED No MEDICAL EYOMINGEION UPON ORRivAL 8F +HE NEw PRiSON; OFHERS DESCRIBED MEDfCAL EYAMINAFIONS Hat wWERE
PERFUNCHORY a4 BESE Menmet BEKAROGLY, @ MEMBER oF HHE TURKISH PARLiAMENT FOR Riz€ GNP @ FORMER PRISON PsycHiatrist, SERVES oN HHE
ParLiaMENSARY Human Riquts Commission. HE Has +akeN aN ENERGEHC INFEREST IN HHIE CURRENF CRisTS AND, 8S @ MEMBER oF g TURkfsH Mepfecal
AssociatioN, was PaRFICULARLY viGiLaNt IN INVESHIGAEING HHE MEDiCAL PRoBLEMS oF HHE PRISONERS:

As For s | caN HeLL, HHERE BRE ABSOLVIELY No PRISONERS witHout BURNS, BRUISES, anp culs, wHicH HHey say #Hat ey qot oN HE
way +o aND ON BOMIHANCE iNFo HIE F—#YPE PRISONS. BUf No FORENSTC MEDICAL EYAMINGHON was CARRIED out, EvEN HovgH | VRGED
s repeatenLy. | sPoke +o HE Doctor 8+ SincaN F=TYPE PRiSON wHEN | visHED anp saip, “[+ is Your RESPONSTBILIHY 40 RECORD
aLL e INJWRTES OF GoMitHED PRISONERS. fave You pone #His?” He conFessed #Hat Hiis HAb Not BEEN DONE.

THe Justice MiNTSHRY was sLow $o RESPoND $o GLLEGAHFTONS oF SLL—IREGIMENE AND Did Not GPPoINt His owN INSPECHORS Ho Look iNto
ALLEGAHTONS oF TLL—IREGIMENE UNHIL JANVBRY 2, dlmost +wo weeks 8FFER HHE violence Hook PLACE. To pate, No INFORMAFION HAD EMERGED
CONCERNING HHETR FiNDINGS.

IN Fact, DWRING HHE FiRst MONFH FoLLowiNG HHE #RAONSFER, dlmost fHE oNLY MEDfcaL iNFoRMAtioN fo REAcH HHE PuBLic REGARDING HHE
CONPTHON OF PRISONERS FRANSFERRED 40 HIE F—HYPE PRiSONS was HHE LONG Lists oF iNJWRiES PiEced focehier 8y e Human Ricuts
ASSOCTatioN FROM INFERVIEW NOFES PROVIDED BY LAWYERS OND RELAHIVES, AND HHE FEV RELEASED PRISONERS. THE FOLLOWING HANDWRIHEN NOFES OF
DecemBER 25, 2000, wiicH +HE ANKARE BrRANcH of e HRA Passep 4o Human Rigrts Watel, ano wHat PoLice coNFiscatenr FrRom HIER oFFicES
ARE @ +yPicaL eYAMPLE. [ CONCERNS PRISONERS @F ANKARA'S SINCAN PRison:

Aumet Bakir (Bccorving #o HHE BCCount GIVEN BY HiS MOTHER SEVGT Bdkfk)
IN HHREE PERSON CELL, BRUISES ON FACE, BROKEN 8RM. SHitclES oN LEG. CanNot sEanp. TorRFWRED constaniLy. On 65+l paY of peat
Fast. (BroucHt FRom CEYHAN FK?SON).

foruk Dere (Bccorving #o HE Gecount GIVEN BY His FafHER Jeki Dere)

IN HHREE PERSON CELL Wit Menmet Kavnak ano Hakan ELma. LUNG PROBLEMS BRISING FROM INFENSE GAS EYPOSWRE, DiFFicuLiy
FALKING. WOUNDS ON HiS Moutl. BRUISES ON Jaw GNP EYEBRow. ON 1641 DAY oF UNLIMHED HUNGER—SHRTKE, OFHER FRIENDS ALSO ON
HUNGER—STRIKE. BEREN fwicE @ DAY, MORNING OGN EVENING. SoMEFIMES SIRTPPED aNp BEATEN. No dccess fo Yarp. No HEAHING.
CanNot Get out oF BED, BedtEN BY SPECTALLY FRATNED GENDARMES. [F HHEY VSE +00 Much ELECIRICTEY $HEY wWill BE CHARGED FoR it.
BeateN For 40 MiNViES ON 8RRiVAL 8F PRYSON.

YOkvP INav (Bccorving o HIE Becont GVEN BY His ELDER BROFHER SERDAR INON)

IN +HREE PERSON CELL Wikl Havoar Aycicek ano Hasan DacLi. ON e 57y vay of veatl Fast. Hlas Lost 20—25 kiLograms. Moutl
NP LIPS SMASHED. 8 SHHCHES iN STHE OF BLow ON FOREHEAD, WoUND ON LEF STDE OF BAck, RiGHF STDE BRUISED BLACK WHERE HE was
BEQHEN wWitH @ cHAIN. Ris may B2 BRokEN. Has piFFiCULEY bRAWING BREAHH. Loss of MEmorY. (Was BROVGHE FRom CEYHAN PRISON).
Wants @ poctor FrRoM TURKisH Mepfcal Association. DEFERIORAFING. ...

ARiF BavemL? anp Hason BavemL; (FRom Hieik FatER Mustara BavemLs)

THey came FrRom CevHaN PRiSON. THEY 8RE BotH SHAYING N HHE SOME HHREE PERSON CELL. ARIF'S 8RM 7S BROKEN, HiS EYE BRUSED.
SHicles IN His HEAD. WouNps aLL oveR His gobY. He came +o HE visTH IN HiS HosPHAL GowN. ARTF Has Just BEGUN @ peatl Fast,
Hasan is oN HHE 61st pay. SHihcles IN His HEBD. ARIF'S CONDTHON 7S 8aD. Not EVEN BANDAGED. EVERY paY HHEY GRE BROVGHF POWN
FOR RoLL cALL aND BEAYEN.

WHEN PoLicg Founp Hifis List DURING @ SEARCH 8t +E ANKARA BRANcH oF HE HRA, # was Not usep 8s HE BasTS For aN oFFicial investiaation
info TLL—fReaIMENT, BUE USED iNsTEAD 8 HHE BASTS FOR CHORGES AGAINSY OFFicials ofF HHE BRANCH FOR “SUPPORING AN GRMED 0RGONTZAION.”
THEY ORE CWRRENALY ON HRiAL aF ANKORE State Secwrity Cowrt. (Seg BELow FoR abpiHoNaL DEFATLS ON GOVERNMEN} EFFORES Ho siLence NGO
MONTHORING OF +HE PRiSON CK?S?S.)

THE ANKBRA MEDicaL AsSociafioN was PERMIHED +o EYAMINE PRISONERS N HIE SINCAN F—HYPE PRISON ON HHREE 0CCASTONS BEMWEEN
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JANVARY 3 anp JANUBRY 17. s REPORE ON HHESE EYaMINGLIoNs” s consistent with HHE Gccounts QIVEN BY PRISONERS:

Almost aLL [Prisongrs ot Sinean F—#yPe Prison] Hap cuts, PARFICULARLY iN HIE HEGD GREA aND GBovE HHE HATR—LINE, @ LARGE
PERCENFAGE OF wHicH Hap Not BEEN SUFURED BUt wiHicH Hap BEGUN fo HEAL 0R FURN iNto SCOR +iSSUE; BRUISES GNP ABRASTONS ON
eyfremifies aNp FRUNK, SoFF +isSUE pamMacE anb dssociddep PaiN: also LESTONS oN HHE wRisE GNP NUMBNESS oF HHE HaNpS
dssociater witl PROLONGED +iQHF HONDCUFFING: @ LORGE NUMBER ALso HAP EYE INJVRTES RESULEING FRoM 4RAUMA, TNCLUDING
ScLerotiC HEMORRHAGE wWHICH was BEGINNING {0 BE REABSORBED ... EYOMINGFIONS SHowED HHat 25 coNvICtED AND REMAND PRISONERS
Hap UNIREBIED FRACHRES OF Rigs anp Eytremities (Par¥icuLarLy F?chxs), WHILE ELEVEN HAP BURNS N VARioUs Parts oF HHETR
BOPTES... ONE CONVICIED PRISONER wWHO WaS INFERVIEWED Saib +HAt HE HAP BEEN ANALLY RAPED witH @ $RUNCHEON.

Access +o PRisons 8Y HE TURKisH Mepical AsSSociatioN BRANCHES waS witHPRAWN FOLLOWING HHE PUBLiCatioN oF HIETR CRIFCAL FINDINGS.

THE GOVERNMENT’S REACTION

Government Attempts to Silence Prison and Human Rights Activists

THe TURkisH GovERNMENE HAs cRACKkED DowN ON HHoSE SEEKING 4o EYPoSE HorRHWRE, BEAHINGS, GND ofHER PolLicE @BuseEs Relatep
SPECiFicaLLY 40 HE DECEMBER PRISON GPERAHONS OND +o HE conpitions N F—+PE PRiSoNs MoRE GENERALLY. THE FamiLies’ Association For
SoLiPARTHY wHH PRisoners (TAYAD) Has BEEN RATED NWMEROUS HimES STNCE OctoBER WHEN HHE HUNGER SERIKES BEGAN OND HAS BEEN SHUF DOWN
ON g ORDERS oF HIE [SFANBUL GOVERNOR. FivE BRANcHES oF e TURKIsH Human Ricuts Associaion (HRA) HAVE BEEN CLUSED STNCE NOVEMBER
BECAUSE OF HIETR worK ON HHE F—4yPE Prisons. HRA BRANCHES HAVE BEEN REPEGEDLY RATDED AND MEMBERS DEFAINED DURING HHis PERiob. THE
[staneu. anp ANKARA BRANCHES ofF HHE {RA 8RE CURRENILY FACING PRoSECUHONS FoR HIEIR LEGTHMAtE PRotests agovt isolation anv Hig
F—typPe PRisONS.

NiMEF TANRTKULY, FORMER PRESTOENE oF HHE [SHaNBUL BRANCH oF HRA, was FORMALLY GRRESHED ON JANVARY 6 FoR PARHCIPAIING N @
NONVIOLEN® DEMONSHRAFON 8GaINSt fsoLation IN F—4#YPE PRISONS GND RELEASED PENDING #RidL oN FEBRUARY 6, 2001 HRA mMEMEERS Have dLso
BEEN TLL—IREBED: ON JONVARY 6, LUFFT DeMirkaPi, PRESTDENS oF HHE ANKARA BRANCH OF HHE HRA, was petained wHiLE aHeMPHNG +o Make @
PRESS SHMEMENE NEYH f0 HE HUMAN RiGHES MONUMENS N HHE €Ity center, He folo Huvan Ricuts wate:

[ WlS QRABBED BY POLiCE OFFiCERS aND PUF iN @ POLICE VAN witll RELAHVES OF PRISONERS HELD 8 ANKARA's Sincan F—+ype
PRISON. THE PoLice Kickep anp Beat HHE oHERS. WE WERE ALL +akEN +o ANKARA PoLice HEapquariers anp MAbE o SHIND FOR FivE
HOVRS LEGNING 8GAINST 8 waLl. THERE WERE $w0 WOMEN OVER FiFHY YEGRS OF GGE OND HHEY WERE #REGHED Just g same.”

6! Available on the website of the Ankara Medical Association, www.ato.org.tr/guncel/25012001.html, published January 25,
2001.
52 Human Rights Watch interview, Lutfi Demirkapi, Ankara, January 8, 2001.
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HRA MEMBERS RE ALSo BEING SUBIECHED f0 4ELEPHONE HLREALS. THE [SHANBUL BRANCH BLONE HAS RECEIVED MORE HHAN HWENSY sucl calls
SiNCE Hig Decemeer oPERAFION. LUIFT DEMiRKAPT oF HE ANKARA BRAncH folb Huvan Ricuts watel agovt @ FHUREGIENING PHONE caLL 1
RECETVED ON JANVARY 5, WHEN 8N UNKNOWN COLLER askep, "ARE You sHLL aLive HIENT THEY BRE GEHEING YOUR SHROWD READY?™™ Suc HiRedts are
+aken seriovsLy 8y HiE HRA, wiicl Has Lost 4N MEMBERS N PoLiticaLly motivatep armeD attacks over e Past peECavE,

TWENIY—FOUR PEGPLE, INCLUDING RELGHIVES OF PRISONERS HELD N F—#YPE PRISONS, SEVENIEEN OF wWHOM WERE REMANDED N Custopy,
APPEARED TN ANKARA State Secwrity Covrt oN FEBRUARY 27 CHARGED witl MEMBERSHIP 0R SUPPORY OF JLLEGAL GRMED ORGANIZAFIONS, BECAVSE
HEY Hav PaR$ICTPAIED N PEMONSHRAEIONS aqaiNst F—HYPE PRISONS. THE PROSECUEOR IS DEMANDING TMPRISONMENE FOR $ERMS UP 40 FWENBY—H1v0
YEBRS.

THe iNENsE PRESSWRE oN HHE HRA is UNRELENEING. ON MARcH 18, 2001, sivEy—SEVEN MEMBERS oF HHE [SEaNBUL BRANCH oF HE HRA were
DEFAINED WHEN HIEY OHEMPIED 8 SH—DowWN PRoJESE 8GAINSH HHE F—HYPE PRiSONS IN SuLtanaumet Park. As HE grancH PResiDENt EReN Keskin
was EYPLAINING o PoLice oFFicerRs HHat +He PRofeESH wolld Last No MORE FHON FIvE MINVIES, SHE GND HHE OFHERS WERE ROVUGHLY DEFQINED.
APet ALAC wHo was BEBREN wit 8 FRUNCHEON aND KTCKED, was EYAMINED AND RECEIVED @ MEDICAL CERFIFICAIE UPON RELEASE iNDICAEING
FHot INSWRTES 40 HER BACK woULD RENDER HER UNFit+ FOR wWORK FOR FORFY—HHREE DaYs.

Government Attempts to Silence the Press

THe TURKFSH autHoriHTES HAvE OPENLY RiED +0 MANTPULGHE PRESS COVERAGE oF HHE CRisS. MEDIA REPORts it wERE cRiticdl oF Hg
GOVERNMENF'S HANDLING oF fHE PRISON CRisiS HAVE LED +o PROSECUEIONS, CLOSURE OF MEDTA OVILEES, O0R HHE CONFISCAtioN OF OFFENDING
EpiHONS. Four pays BEFORE HE DECEMBER 19 OPERAHON, [SHANBUL State SECURTY Courd fSSUED @ JUGMENF HHaE GNY NEWSPAPER CONVEYING aNY
NEwS Ho+ MiGHE BE CONSHRUED 8S SUPPORFING OR ENCOVRAGTNG HHE HUNGER—SHRIKES wWoULD BE PROSECUIED with RiSk oF PoSSTBLE CLOSURE aND
@ PRISON SENJENCE OF VP $0 SEVEN OND @ HALF YEGRS.” A STMILAR WARNING was GIVEN 8Y HHE CouNciL For Rabio anv TELEVISTON. CONSEQUENALY,
NatioNOL PRESS, RAPTo, OND FELEVISTON REPORFING HAS ETHHER PARROYED HHE GOVERNMENT LINE ON HHE CRiSTS, OR BEEN VERY RESTRATNED.

THe Justice MiNTSHER ALso waRNED HHat statements dBout HHE HUNGER SHRTKE MAY ALso BE PROSECUIED UNDER aRFicLe 454 of g TURKisH
CriMiNaL Cobe as INCiieMeENt fo suicive, *

TWENFY—Hw0 PUBLICAHIONS HAVE HAb FSSUES CONFISCAHED BECAUSE OF HIETR REPURIING ON F—HYPE PRISONS. THE DALY NEWSPAPER FVRENSEL
(UNTVERSAL), FOR EYAMPLE, HAS HAP FHREE JSSUES CONFISCRIED FOR THs COVERAGE OF HHE PRISON CRisis. FEvzi ARGUN, ANKORG REPRESENFAFIVE OF
EvrenseL, +olo luvan Rigrts watey:

THE LARGE MEDTA GROUPS wHiCH DOMINGIE HHE DATLY PRESS AND FELEVISTON—NEWSPAPERS SUcH as HURRIYES CHANNELS sucl ds ATV, o
Not REPORYE DEVELOPMENES OR HIEY EVEN REPORF IN Sucl @ way HHdt will worsEN HiE siHuatioN. THeY GRe SiLENt oN HHE wRE+CHED
state of Hig FamiLies.”’

SiMILARLY, oN Janvary 21, Cagpas (ContemPorRaRY) Ravio iN ANKARA waS BLSO SHUF POWN FOR SEVEN DAYS BECAUSE T+ HAD BROGDCASE NEwS OF HE
HUNGER sHRikES.

“Ibid.

% Real name withheld.

% According to a circular issued on December 22, 2000 by the Security Directorate of the Office of the Ankara Governor,
prosecutions would be made under article 169 of the Turkish Criminal Code (supporting an illegal armed organization), and article
526 (disobedience to orders made by authorized bodies in the interests of public health and order).

8 Zaman (Time), March 27, 2001.

% Human Rights Watch telephone interview with Fevzi Argun, January 24, 2001.
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Punishing the Relatives

WE WERE NoF GBLE #0 SEE ONY FRISUNERS FOR 8 MONH BEFORE HHE OPERBEON BECOUSE HHEY WERE ON  HUNGER—SHRIKE, WHEN HHE
OFPERBEION HOPFENED WE WENF Fo MOLAFYE PRISON OND WERE kEPF iN HHE RAIN FUR ON HOVR BEFURE WE SO HHE PROSECVFOR wHo PROMISED Haf
N HBRM HED BEEN DONE. WHEN | FINGLLY Gu# #o SEE MY ciild 8 week 86, | bid NoF RECOGNIZE Him, HE Collp BARELY sHanp.
Faurive Gok, sPeaking oF HER SoN Medmed ALT (ok, #RANSFERRED FrRoM MaLa#ya PRisoN fo Sincan F—+yPe Prison.”

THe RELQHVES oF HHE PRISONERS HAVE CERFAINLY SUFFERED HEARIBREGKING MISERY STNCE DECEMBER 19, WHEN MANY OF HHEM watcHED HiE
PRISON OPERGEIONS FROM 8 Distance, FamiLies stoop 8s cLoSE 8s HIE GENDARMERE wolLd PERMH—PERLAPS @ KILOMEER BwaY—wHERE HEY
WERE 0BLE 40 HEAR HHE GUNSHots, SEE HHE SMOKE, aNp SMELL HHE FE8R aND PEPPER Gas. ALT Dogan saiv fHat RELAHVES waTHiING FOR FOUR paYs
oVESTDE UMRANTYE PRISON WERE GIVEN No NFORMAEION 8BoUH HIE DEVELGPMENT oF HHE OPERGEIONS INSTDE. “WE WERE BEAFEN AND INSULIED iN @
REQLLY VILE W@y BY FHE GENDARMES. BUF OF COWRSE WE Hab +o BE HHERE. WE WERE WORRTED Sick 8BoVE OUR CHILDREN, WE Dip Not BELTEVE Hiat
Hgy woulp come ovt aLive,””

SOME PRISONERS DISAPPEARED FROM ViEw FOR +wo WEEKS OR MORE, REDUCING wWHOLE FaMILiES 40 8 state oF Panic. Aysel Korv +oLp Human
RiqHts wWaten HHat SHE Hap Not e} BEEN GBLE +o SEE HER HUSBAND, GRAVELY INJURED DURING HHE 0PER@HON 8 CANAKKALE PRISON o wWEEKS
£8RLiER. FoR MORE HHAN @ WEEK SHE Hap BEEN 8BLE to GE+ No INFORMAEION GBoVE His CoNDTHON FROM HIE PRISON PROSECVHOR OR FRoM HHE
PiReEciors 4 HHE MEDICAL WING OF BayRAMPASA PRISON WHERE SHE FiNALLY estasLisHep fHat HE was BEING HELD. ON JaNvary 2, sHE wids
iNFORMED a4 f1e +0P OF HER HUSBAND'S CRANTUM HAD BEEN CRUSHED OND 1A+ SURGERY HAD BEEN CARRIED oVf 40 REMOVE HHE DAMAGED BONE, BUF
SHE was Not +oLb How HHis INJURY Hab 0CCVRRED. WHEN SHE SPoke 4o Human RiqHts wWatel, sHe Hab Just LABoRED dcross HIE ciby 4o qet
PERMISSION 40 SEE HER HUSBAND FRoM HHE SuLfanaume! Puglic PRosecuior, onNLY fo BE +0Lb, WHEN SHE 8RRivED a4 BayramPasa, +Hat 4 was a
MOLE RELAHVES' ViSTHING pay anp +Hat SHE would HHEREFORE Not BE PERMIHED @ visit, SHE MAbE @ STRoNG APPedL against HHE oFFiciaL Lack
OF CONCERN SHE HAD ENCOUNIERED: “| sust waNt EVERYONE +0 SHow SOME SENSTHIVIEY anp €aRING. | want You fo call on Hie stafe fo ge
SENSHHVE. WE GRE 8t HHE END OF OWR stRenaH”™

INDEED, HHE UHHORTHES' DISREGERD FoR HHE FEELINGS oF HHE RELAHVES iS SHIRILING. THE Lawyer KeLes Oztwk oF HHE [staneul Bar folp
Homan Ricits wWaten #iat +e ParRents of MUHARREM BULDUKOGLY, MISSING N HHE 0PERAHTON 8+ UMRANTYE PRISON, SEBRCHED FOR Fivo WEEKS FOR
NEwS OF HHETR SON, NQUIRING @4 HosPifaL aFter HosPifaL, anv RePEAIEDLY coNtActing HHE [sTANBUL PugLic PrRosecufor UNHIL HHEY wWERE
FINBLLY CONFRONFED Wit +wo BODIES, BotH BURNED BEYOND RECOGNTHON, 8% HHE MORGUE oF HE [sHaNBUL FoRENSTC MEDTCINE INSEHUIE, THEY WERE
INFORMED gt DNA dests coulp BE CARRIED out +o EsHABLISH WHEHHER EFHHER OF HHE BODTES BELONGED 40 HHETR SON, BUF HHEY wolld HavE 4o
PaY For e test. THe Family askep For Hig fest 40 BE CARRTED oUf, aND ONE OF HE BoDiES wWas EstaeListed fo 82 Huat oF MuHARREM
BULDUKOGLU. THEY WERE DULY PRESENIED AN INVOTCE For 600 wiLlion TL (aPProyimateLy $900).

Sema Karatas folo Human Ricuts wWatel, “We faLk a Lot aBovt Hlg PRISONERS BUF HHE FAMILIES GRE SUFFERING $ERRTBLY. MY RiGHEs are
BEING SUSPENDED 400.” THTS 7S PARFCUARLY $RUE Wit RESPECH 4o visits, FamiLies arRe 0BLIGED $0 wait FOR HOWRS IN ALL WEBHER oVisioe g
WOLLS OF HHE PRYSON, EYCLUDED FRoM HIE EYiSEING waHING RooM FOR REASONS HHat REMAIN UNCLEAR, THEY HAVE COMPLAINED oF REPEQ4ED
SEARCHES HHat SEEM DESTANED Not So Mucl +0 MATNFATN PRISON SECWRTHY 8S 4o HUMILTATE aND oFFEND HHE visTfor. Semd Karatas saiv +Hat e
SEQRCH ON HIE FiRst paY SHE visiHep HER HusBanD 0F EDIRNE F—HYPE PRiSON was “Ripfculous. PEOPLE WERE EVEN REQUIRED 4o +ake HETR
UNPERWEBR OFF. [ was @ Sort oF RAPE.” RELAHVES wHo BROVGHE waRM cLotiNG aND Foob Founp HHat HHESE FaiLed +o REACH HHE PRISONERS,
wHO GRE SUPPLTED BY HHE PRISON SHOP REPORFEDLY @t VERY HiGH PRicES,

WHEN FaMiLY MEMBERS FINALLY Got info HHE VISHING Rooms IN HHE Last pays of DECEMBER, HHE PRISONERS wHo <aME 4o e HELEPHONE
ON HHE ofHER STPE oF HHE HHick GLASS WERE VisTBLY INJURED, HALF NAKED, 0R witHout SHoES, N @ppiHioN +o BEING IN HHE Late stages of @
HUNGER—SHRIKE. VisTts ORE GENERALLY No LONGER HAN HALF N HOVR, aND SOMEFMES @S SHorR} as Five MiNvies. THe Relatives Wao e
MPRESSTON HHat $HE PRISON AUHHORTHIES DELTBERAFELY INFERFERE witH HHE ELEPHONE CONNECHION IN HHE ViSTHING BootHs BY FURNING HHE voLUME
VERY Low So HHat HHe INFERLoCVIORS 8RE 0BLTGED +0 SHoVH, 0R BY cUHHiNG HHE CoNNECHON oFF BLtoGEFHER.

% Human Rights Watch interview with Fahriye Gok, Istanbul, January 3, 2001.
% Human Rights Watch interview with Ali Dogan, January 2, 2001.
" Human Rights Watch interview with Aysel Koru, Istanbul, January 3, 2001.
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WHEN GROUPS oF RELGHVES HAVE GAHHERED +o DRAw BHENFION f0 HHE ONGOING 8BUSES IN HHE F—#YPE PRiSONS HHEY HAVE BEEN REPEGHEDLY
CLEGRED FRoM HHE SHREEFS, OND FREQUENILY fLL—FREAIED. ETGHIY—HHREE RELGHVES OF PRISONERS wHo HaD SHAGED @ PRotest at Freevom Square
N HE BakiRkoy DistRicH OF [SHANBUL WERE BEGFEN GNP DEFAINED oN JaNvary 14, 2001, Feviive Kaya, aged FiFty—oNE, REPORIED,

Qrricers [+ Bakirkoy Police Heapquarters] Hab LINED VP oN BotH STOES oF HHE CORRIDOR HHROUGH wHiCH WE Hab fo Pass. We
WERE HEQVILY BEGIEN ON OUR HEBDS witH HHETR FRUNCHEONS. ONE oF HHETR coMMANDERS sai, “KiLL +rem.” THEY WERE aLL CURSING at
US. SOME OF US FELL DOWN NP WERE KiCkeD, MANY OF US WERE TNJVRED. | waS BLEEDING FRoM MY HEAD anp FAINIED. THEY +ook ME 4o
Y HoswitaL.”

Feviive Kaya statep +uat sHe Hap @ meEDicaL REPORE DOCUMENEING HER INJURTES GNP woULD FLE ON OFFicial coMPLAING.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Human Rights Watch Recommendations to the Turkish Authorities
1. ABoLisH SoLiHaRY ND SMALL—GROUP fsoLation HHRoVGHOUH HHE TURKISH PRISUN System.

2. As 8N INFERIM MEASURE 8t EpiRNE, KanbiRa, anp SiNcan F—#YPE PRiSONS, 0PEN HHE DooRs fo CELLS witiliN EBCH SEPARA4E GROUP OF STy
HIREE—PERSON UNTHS GND TN EBCH SEPARATE GROVP OF HHREE SOLHARY UNHS DURING DAYLIGHE HOWRS. THiS wiLll PERMiH SOME RELTEF 40 GROVPS oF
ETGHIEEN OND FHREE PRISONERS BY PERMIHING HHEM +0 8sSociade with oNE BNOHHER. SHEPS SHouLy dlso BE faken quickLy 4o LiFt HHE isoLation
REGTME NP +0 TMPLEMEN} @ PROPER PROGRAM OF oUt—oF—cELL activities.

3, ENSWRE $Hat PRISONERS ORE Not SUBJECHED 0 TLL—IREGIMENE BY QUARDS. ENSWRE +Hat ALL ALLEGAHIONS oF LL—IREGIMENE OF PRISONERS ORE
PROMPALY iNvESHiGater ano fHdt FHoSE FOUND RESPONSTBLE GRE PROMPELY BROVGHE fo Justice,

4, EstasLisy REQULAFIONS FoR HHE OPERGFION OF HHE NEw PRISONS wHicH ORE consistent with fe UN. Stanvare MiniMum Rules For He
TREGIMEN? OF PRISONERS. THE RULES EMPHASTZE HHE TMPORFANCE oF contact with HHE oUISDE woRLD, HIE REHBBILIHAHVE Potentidl of
IMPRISONMENF, ND HHE NEED FOR 8CCESS 40 CONSHRUCHVE wWoRk, EPUCAION, AND RECREBHON. THE EVRoPEAN CoMMiHEE For g PREVENFION OF
Tortwre (CPT) HAs RECOMMENDED HHat PRISONERS MUSt BE PERMIHED +o SPEND “a REGSONGBLE Part of HHE vaY (E7QHE HoWRS 0R woRE) outsive
1HETR CELLS, ENGAGED N PURPOSEFUL dckivily oF @ variep NatwRe.” (Sez (PTRePort $o HHE SwepisH covernvent (CPT/INF (92) 4 [ENT: Maren
12, 1992, Para 160).

5. LocaL BOR @ssociations, MEDICAL CHAMBERS, AND HWMON RIGHES 0RGANTZAHONS Must BE GFFORDED HHE BRoBPESH PosSiBLE dccESS 4o HE NEw
PRISONS +0 ENSURE fHat PRISONERS GRE Not suBJect {0 fLL—IREAFMENE OR OFHER BBUSES, NP 0 ENSVRE 1At GRRANGEMENTS FOR oVf OF CELL
$iME GRE Not ERODED.

6. EsHaBLiSH PRiSON VISHHING BodRDS 40 INSPECH GNP REPORE ON CONDTETONS TN PRISONS. THE BOBRDS MUSH BE CONVINCINGLY TNPEPENDENY FROM
fHe avitoriHies +Hat RUN FHE PRiSONS.

7. ENSWRE HHa+ OLL PRISONERS, TRRESPECHVE oF WHEFHER HIEY ORE ON HUINGER—SHRIKE, GRE GIVEN NECESSORY MEDiCAL CORE UPON REQUESY,

9, ENSURE +Hat FAMILTES OND LAWYERS ViSTHNG PRISONERS GRE Not SUBJECHED +0 UNNECESSARILY GRUELING OR HUMILTBHING SECVRTHY cHECks, anp
Hiat Hiey are Profectep FRoM fHE WEBHHER WHILE WATHING OVISTDE GNP INSTDE HHE PRISON.

9. INvestigate aLLeGations HHat GENPARMES wHo ENJERED PRISONS ON DECEMBER 19, 2000 comMmiHED BRBTHRARY KILLINGS NP VSED EYCESSIVE aND
TNDISCRIMINGFE FORCE DURING HHETR INFERVENFTON, OND +Hat HHEY +oRFURED GNP BEAF PRISONERS GFFER CAPHURE, DURING FRANSFER, GNP ON 8RRivAL
at Hie F—+yPE PRISONS. IN Vigw OF HIE MPORIINCE oF HiiE CASE, HIE DIFFICULEY TN SECWRING GNP PROFECHNG EVIDENCE, GND Past biFFicuLifes
N OPENING PROSECUHONS INFO 0FHER KILLING'S OF TNMBFES DURING PRISON INCURSTONS, HHis INVESHGAHION SHOWLD BE CONPUCHED BY @ COMMISSION

"' Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, Information Note 25, January 17, 2001.
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COMPOSED OF PERSONS RECOGNIZED FoR HHETR EYPERFISE, TMPARITALIY, GND TNPEPENDENCE. THE COMMISSTON SHOWD BE FULLY RESOWRCED, witH
POWERS 40 SUMMON aND PRoYECH WITNESS, GND DEMAND INFORMBETON FRoM OFFTCTaL BopiES. WHERE HHE COMMISSION 0BHAINS EVIDENCE wHicH
iNvfcates HHat INDIVIDUALS BRE RESPONSTBLE FOR KILLING OR WOUNDING HHROVGH HHE NEGLIGEN} OR CORELESS VSE OF FORCE OR FIREGRMS, OR FOR
CARRYING out DELTBERGHE KILLING'S, OR WHERE SUPERTOR OFFICERS HAVE GTVEN ORPERS wHiCH RESULIED iN sucH conpuct, Hat EvibENCE Must g
sueMitteD {0 HE PuBLic PROSECUEiON SERVICE TN ORDER HHat HHoSE INPiVIPUALS OR SUPERTOR OFFICERS CAN BE BROVGHE fo Justice,

10. AvHHoRi7E PUBLICAHION oF HE SEVEN outsHaNDING CPT REPORES RELAFING fo visTts pating Back MoRe HHAN @ PECADE. (TREUMSHANCES Suaqest
et e rRePoris Most ReLevant fo HHE CURRENE PRiSON CRisiS GRE HHoSE RELAFING fo HHE JWLY 2000 aNp DECEMBER 2000/ JaNVarY 2001
visits.

Human Ricuts Waten Recommenpations +o HHe Couneil of EVRoPE
1 THe CommiHge oF MiNiSHERS SHoWD WRGE HHE TURKISH GQOVERNMENE, N HHE SHRONGESt +ERMsS, to aulorizE PuBLication of HIE SEVEN

oVFSEANDING REPORES ON visits By HE CPT, anp N PARFTCULER HHosE RELAHING o HE JuLy 2000 anw e Decemger 2000/ Janvary 2001 visis.

2. THe Commitige oF MiNiSHERS SHOWD aLSo CLoSELY MONHOR HHE TURKISH GOVERNMENE'S iMPLEMENIHTON oF HE (PT'S RECOMMENDAHONS
CONCERNING HIE F—1YPE PRISONS, INCLUDING HHE REPEQSED EMPHASTS ON 8 PROGRAM OF oUl—oF—cELL dctivities.

3. COWNEIL oF EUROPE MEMBERS SHoULD RATSE TURKEY'S ONGOING PRISON CRisis IN HHE weekLy MEEFINGS oF HE CommiteE oF MiNisters.
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