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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, October 2011,
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8" Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, ratified January 26, 2004, htt://moj.gov.af/en/page/1684 (accessed March 10,
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8 0 bl i g 700 092 2008 g ) 5 e 1) gl e G g 5 @b O saail S Gluiladl T
O omas) (3 s ey (slimal b ¢Juilidl i sa ia gSa o131 s 0 sina 65 U8 2002 (5 sin D3 cdisai shay 10
DA Gl b (g graaS 3 S a3le) L) B8 3 258 Culea eCad G e 5 OB (o (58 (5 gbad 22358 Al A8 (e linailadl
(Olad) o ) s 5 L) ade e () Cuxaag 3 se
Report of Secretary-General, “ January 28, 2002, http://www.un.org/event/women/2002/ecn620025eng.phd (accessed March 16, 2012).
11" Afghanistan Mortality Survey 2010, Afghan Public Health Institute, Ministry of Public Health, November 2011.
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22" UNAMA, “ Afghanistan has ‘long way to go’ in protecting women from violence— UN report," November 23, 2011,
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?Newsl D=4049Cr1=wome (accessed February 22,2012).
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UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, "General Comment No. 4, Adolescent Health and Development in the Context of the

Convention on the Rights of the Child," (Thirty-third session, 2003, para, 20.

34" Afghan Public Health Institute, Ministry of Public Heath, "Afghanistan Mortality Survey 2010," November 2011, pp. 51. This
study includes some hopeful signs that the average age of marriage for young women isincreasing. lbid., pp. 51-53.

35" UNIFEM, "UNIFEM Afghanistan Facts Sheet," 2008,
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clarification from an international organization implementing legal training programs in Afghanistan).
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52" See ICCPR, art. 3 (“ensur[ing] the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all civil and political rights set forth in the
present covenant”) and art. 14 (“All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals'); CEDAW, art.1 (*’ discrimination against
women’ shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect or purpose of impairing or
nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, irrespective to their material status, on a basis of equality of men and
women, of human rights and fundamental freedomsin the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field”).
53" For example, article 15 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights states, "No one shall be held guilty of criminal
offence on account of nay act or omission which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national or international law, at the time
when it was committed.”
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55" Ziba Mir-Hosseini and VanjaHamzi¢, Control and Sexuality: The Revival of Zina Laws in Muslim Contexts (London: Women
Living Under Muslim Laws, 2010).

56" Zinais mentioned in four other articles of the penal code (arts. 61, 398, 424, and 437), but is referred to in these articles as an
aggravating factor in relation to, or as a defense from, other crimes.

57" Hadd or hodud (pl.) refers to a series of crimes for which Islamic law assigns fixed and specific punishments. The hadd
requirements for proving the crime of zina include the testimony of several eyewitnesses to the act itself, or the repeated confession of
the alleged perpetrator before ajudge.

58" Criminalization of consensual adult sexual relationships conflicts with international human rights law in several respects. Where
such criminal penalties are disproportionately applied against women, it constitutes aform of discrimination. The ICCPR, CEDAW,
and other treaties guarantee equality before the law and prohibit all forms of discrimination. Laws criminalizing adult consensual sex
aso violate the right to privacy under article 17 of the ICCPR, which provides, “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful
interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation.” See UN Human
Rights Committee, Toonen v. Australia, Communication No. 488/1992, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/50/D/488/1992 (1994). Children under
age 18 a'so enjoy rights to privacy and nondiscrimination (CRC, arts. 16 and 2). States are obliged to protect children from all forms
of sexual exploitation and abuse (CRC, art. 34), and in al actions concerning children, their best interests must be a primary
consideration (CRC, art. 3).

59" The lack of clarity within Afghanistan’'s EVAW Law on what constitutes rape and its elements adds to the practical difficulties that
women who have endured sexual violence face. The EVAW law does not define rape. It does not explain which sexual acts are
criminalized when committed against the will of the other person. It contains no definition of full and free consent, and does not
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identify coercive circumstances under which there could be no full and free informed consent. This vagueness leaves al of these
issues to be determined through the discretion of police, prosecutors, and judgesin ajustice system that is overwhelmingly male and
biased against women.
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