Appendix 4

Contradictory Information in Two Cases of “Disappearances”

Part 1
The “Disappearance” of Mustapha Ferhati

Below are two documents relating to a “disappearance,” one an article from an Algerian
newspaper reporting Mustapha Ferhati had been arrested May 28, 1998, the other a
letter from Algeria’s human rights commission informing the family he had been killed in
1998, in an armed confrontation with the security forces.

Article from el-Khabar
Translation of last paragraph

Headline: “Terrorist group ‘al-Fida’’ denies violating the ceasefire”

Last paragraph: “Information published last Saturday indicates that security forces
eliminated two terrorists and arrested a third on Thursday [May 28, 1998] in the Varidi
neighborhood of the capital, after they tried to break into a computer store. The terrorist
who was apprehended immediately was identified as Mitali Sayyid Ali. After a chase
Mustapha Ferhati was apprehended as well. Farhati belongs to the Fida’ organization.
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El-Khabar June 1, 1998
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People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria

The National Consultative

Commission for the Promotion and

Protection of Human Rights

October 20, 2002

To the family of Mustapha Ferhati

05 Oukil El-Hajj Mohamed Street

El-Mouradia, Algeria

Re: Circumstances of Disappearance of Mustapha Ferhati

Greetings,

The National Consultative Commission for the Promotion and Protection of Human
Rights has received your letter dated November 10, 1999, stating that Mustapha Farhati
had disappeared under suspicious circumstances in 1997.

Based on our efforts to investigate the case and on information supplied to the
commission by the security services, the aforementioned was killed in an armed
confrontation with security services. We wish to inform you that the permit for burial
was issued by the general prosecutor at the Hussein Dey court under number 98/73, and
was dated June 14, 1998.

Sincerely,

N. Boucetta

For the CNCPPDH

Signed and sealed

Note: there is a typographical error in the above letter. The date of the alleged
“disappearance” is 1998, not 1997.
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Part 2
The “Disappearance” of Rachid Sassene

Below are four official documents received by the family of Rachid Sassene relating to
his “disappearance”

General Directorate for National Security
Constantine State Security
Judicial Police Division

[undated]

Police Report

On Sunday, April 27, 1997, based on a request filed on June 25, 1996 by the prosecutor
at the Constantine Court, we, Salim Abdel Nour, police officer in the Constantine Police
Department spoke to Bariza Zaier and informed her of the following:

That the inquiry in regard to her husband named Rachid Sassane born November 25,

1948 came back negative as he has never been summoned by the authorities.

[signed and sealed]
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People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria
Interior Minsitry

February 5, 2000

Case # 0485

Re: Your grievance to the Complaint Department in Constantine

Dear Sir,

In response to your grievance, regarding Mr. Rachid Sassene disappearance, born
November 25, 1948 in Haroush, I am pleased to inform you that our investigations have
established that the individual in question has not been found.

Sincerely,

Ibrahim al-Makrouf
[signed and sealed]
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The National Observatory for Human Rights (ONDH)
To the family of Rachid Sassene

2001 [date of letter illegible]

Re: Circumstances of Rachid Sassene’s disappearance
Greetings:

The ONDH has received your letter stating that Mr. Rachid Sassene was detained by
security forces on May 18, 1996.

After making all possible efforts and according to the information supplied to us by the
security forces, we conclude that the above-mentioned individual has not the subject of
an investigation nor was he detained by security forces. No further information on him

was found.

This letter is to notify you that this case was investigated pursuant to report # 598, dated
March 10, 1999.

Sincerely,

N. Boucetta
[signed and sealed]
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General Directorate for National Security
Constantine State Security
Judicial Police Division

[undated]
Police Report

On Sunday, February 11, 2001, based on a request filed on January 20, 2001 by the
prosecutor at the Constantine Court, we, Makhlouf ... [illegible], police officer in the
Constantine Police Department, spoke to Bariza Zaier and informed her of the following:
That her husband, Rachid Sassene, born November 25, 1948 in the wilaya of Skikda, son
of Said and Khadidja, has been eliminated by the Security Forces according to official
letter # 455/96/0OUK (?)/[illegible] dated 5-19-1996, file # 3565/SH-Q/96 dated
03/04/1996

[signed and sealed]
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