Press Coverage of the 48" Session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND)

March 2005

Note: The following press coverage deals with aspects of the CND (especially
HIV/AIDS) that a coalition of groups, including Human Rights Watch, Open Society
Institute, the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, and the International Harm Reduction
Association, sought to highlight in the days leading up to the Commission. Other aspects
of CND negotiations are not referenced here.
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The Bush adminlstration has contributed to suffering and death through the so-called global gag rule, which prohlbits Washington
frem giving money to any group that performs -- or even talks ahout -- abortlons, Grganizations that provide desperately needed
famlly planning and women's health services have lost thelr financing. Now there are moves In Congress and inside the ’
administration to apply a similar rule to needle-exchange programs, That would be an even more deadly mistake,

Allowing drug users to trade used needles for clean ones gets dangerous needles off the street and minimizes needle sharing. A
proven weapon against AIDS transmission, it has not been shown to increase drug use, and may indeed reduce drug addiction by
providing a way to talk to drug users and lead them to treatment. It [s endorsed by virtually every mainstream public health
group.

Getting users into drug treatment Is the best way to keep them safe, But the push for treatment -- which is expensive and
difficult -- should come with needle exchanges.

Drug use is not a signlficant source of AIDS infection in Africa. In parts of Asla, the former Soviet bloc and Eastern Europe,
needles are the major source of infection; three-quarters of all newly infected people in Russia are Intravenous drug abusers, as
are half of those newly Infected in China. These are just the places where the AIDS epldemic Is likely to explode next. A bumper
poppy crop in Afghanistan will worsen the outlook, producing cheap heregin that could turn opium smokers into heroin injectars
and thus fuel the epldemic.

Opponents of needle exchanges, malnly among the rellgious right, argue that the practice muddies the message that Hlegal drug
use Is unacceptable, and keeps drug abusers from suffering the consequences of their addiction. By this twisted loglc, doctors
should refuse to treat lung cancer in smokers. In any case, AIDS [nfections from sharing needles are not limited to drug users.
They infect sexual partners, spreading the epldemic through societies,

While Washington does not buy syringes for needle-exchange programs, It does glve money to groups that use other people's
money to administer needle exchanges. But some conservatives are attempting to stop even that. The asslstant secretary of
state for International narcetics and law enfercement, Robert Charles, warned the United Natlons Office on Drugs and Crime,
which currently holds the rotating chalrmanship of the joInt program Unaids, that the crganization should not work on needle-
exchange Issues and should remove positive references to them from Its Web site, which it did.

s

Representatives Mark Souder of Indiana and Tom Davis of VirgInia, both Republicans, have asked the United States Agency for
International Development for detalls on all financing for programs in which any group strongly advocating needle exchanges also
participates. These lawmakers claim that a United Natlons' drug agency report attacks needle exchanges as encouraging drug
use. In fact, the report makes no such accusation and endorses needle exchanges.

In the Senate, a member of the staff of Sam Brownback, the Kansas Republican, has complled a grossly inaccurate chart of
programs financed by the Glebal Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosls and Malarla that Is subtlitled "Irmmoral, Ilegal {with bllateral
funds) or Inconslstent with U.S. Forelgn Pollcy.'" Needle exchanges rank high. At the moment, Mr. Brownback's office says he
does not Intend to attempt to block these programs. But some newer right-wing lawmakers are consldering 1t.

So far, attempts to eliminate needle-exchange programs overseas seem to have limlted support. Many administration officials
and conservatives In Congress do not want to see crucial AIDS preventlon measures derailed or American support withdrawn
from such organlzations as the Global Fund. Cne Important test wlll be what the administration does In early March at the annual
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meeting of the United Nations Commlission on Narcotic Drugs. Last year, United States representatives there attacked the
scientific evidence in favor of needle exchanges as unconvincing. This year, the United States should refrain from such attacks --
and members of Congress should call off their budding witch hunt.

Washington's antipathy toward needle exchanges Is a tflumph of Ideology over sclence, loglc and compasslon. The Unlted States
should help pay for these important programs. If it cannot bring Itself to do so, it should at least allow the rest of the world to get

on with saving millions of lives,
Document NYTF000020050226e12q0002g

& 2005 Dow Jones Reuters Busingss Interactive LLC {trading as Factiva). All righis reserved. . i
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THE BUSH administration is quietly extending a policy that undermines the
global battle against AIDS. It is being pushed in this direction by Congress,
notably by Rep. Mark Edward Souder (R-Ind.). But some administration
officials zealously defend this policy error, claiming scientific evidence that
doesn't exist.

The world’s

most deployed
The administration's error is to oppose the distribution of uncontaminated server platform
needles to drug addicts. A large body of scientific evidence suggests that the now supports
free provision of clean needles curbs the spread of AIDS among drug users .
without increasing rates of addiction. Given that addicts are at the center of 64-bit
many of the AIDS epidemics in Eastern Europe and Asia, ignoring this applications.

science could cost millions of lives. In Russia, as of 2004, 80 percent of all
HIV cases involved drug injectors, and many of these infections occurred
because addicts share contaminated needles. In Malaysia, China, Vietnam and
Ukraine, drug injectors also account for more than half of all HIV cases. Once
a critical mass of drug users carries the virus, the epidemic spreads via
unprotected sex to non-drug users.

The administration claims that the ‘evidence for the effectiveness of needle
exchange is shaky. An official who requested anonymity directed us to a
number of researchers who have allegedly cast doubt on the pro-exchange
consensus. One of them is Steffanie A. Strathdee of the University of
Califormia at San Diego; when we contacted her, she responded that her
research "supports the expansion of needle exchange programs, not the
opposite." Another researcher cited by the administration is Martin T.
Schechter of the University of British Columbia; he wrote us that "Our
research here in Vancouver has been repeatedly used to cast doubt on needle
exchange programs. I believe this is a clear misinterpretation of the facts.” Yet
a third researcher cited by the administration is Julie Bruneau at the University of Montreal; she told us
that "in the vast majority of cases needle exchange programs drive HIV incidence lower." We asked Dr.
Bruneau whether she favored needle exchanges in countries such as Russia or Thailand. "Yes, sure," she
responded.

The Bush administration attempted to bolster its case by providing us with three scientific articles. One,
which has yet to be published in a peer-reviewed journal, was produced by an author unknown to
leading experts in this field who is affiliated with a group called the Chiidren's AIDS Fund. This group
is more renowned for its ties to the Bush administration than for its public health ngor: As the Post's
David Brown has reported, it recently received an administration grant despite the fact that an expert
panel had deemed its application "not suitable for funding.” The two other articles supplied by the
administration had been published in the American Jounal of Public Health. Although each raised
questions about the certainty with which needle-exchange advocates state their case, neither opposed
such programs.

Evidence that the administration does not cite leaves little doubt about the case for needle exchange. A

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A56611-2005Feb26?]anguage=printer 4/4/2005
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study of 81 cities published in 1997 in the Lancet, a medical journal, found that in cities without needle-
exchange programs, HIV infection rates among injection drug users rose by nearly 6 percent per year;
by contrast, cities that had introduced free-needle programs witnessed a decrease in infection rates of
about the same magnitude. Elias A. Zerhouni, the director of the National Institutes of Health, wrote last
year that exchange programs "can be an effective component of a comprehensive community-based HI'V
prevention effort,” and a World Health Organization technical paper agreed that the provision of clean
needles and syringes should be "a fundamental component of any comprehensive and effective HIV-
prevention programme." Addressing legitimate methodological questions about the research favoring
needle exchange, the WHO reasonably concluded that incomplete scientific evidence does not confer the
freedom to ignore the knowledge we do have.

Respecting science does not appear to be the administration's priority, however. Not only is it refusing to
spend federal dollars on needle exchange, but the administration also is waging a campaign to persuade
the United Nations to toe its misguided line. The U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, which is heavily
reliant on U.S. funding, has been made to expunge references to needle exchange from its literature, and
the administration is expected to continue its pressure on the United Nations at a meeting that starts
March 7. The State Department's new leadership needs to end this bullying flat-earthism. It won't help
President Bush's current effort to relaunch his image among allies. And it's almost certain to kill people.

© 2005 The Washington Post Company
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UK attempt to eradicate Afghan opium fails

Alan Travis, home affairs editor
Wednesday March 2, 2005

Guardian

Afghanistan is on the verge of becoming a "narcotic state" with its biggest annual crop of opium since the
overthrow of the Taliban, the United Nalions drug control board warns today.

The International Narcotics Control Board reports lhal the opium crop in Afghanistan - which is the source of more
than 90% of lhe heroin sold on Britain's streets - reached a bumper 4,200 tonnes, up 800 tonnes on the previous
year.

The rise is a blow to Tony Blair who told the Labour party conference in 2000 that the war against the Taliban was
an opportunity to eradicate the poppy harvest which is the source of three-quarters of all the world’s heroin.

The INCB report says that Britain has the highest heroin seizure rate in Europe and the third highest number of
heroin addicts.

The publication of the UN report also coincides with Home Office figures showing lhat the cocaine and crack
culture is reaching record levels in England and Wales. The figures show the number of class A drug offences,
including those involving heroin and cocaine, rose by 5% to 35,610 in 2003.

Hamid Ghodse, the INCB's president, said the British-led attempt to persuade Afghan farmers to grow other cash
crops had failed. In 2003 farmers grew 3,600 tonnes of opium poppies in 17 out of the 28 districts of Afghanistan.
Now it has spread to all 28 districts, wilh the area under cultivation increasing last year from 80,000 hectares
(200,000 acres) to 130,000 hectares. The INCB said this compared with only 165 tonnes grown during the brutally
enforced ban by the Taliban on opium production.

"The Afghanistan government needs to do something very serious, very quickly," said Professor Ghodse. "If it is
not going to be a narcolics stale, which is a risk, then Afghanistan needs to do very urgent action in eradication
and alternative development.”

Although opium prices fell considerably between 2003 and 2004 they remain above $100 (£52) a kg - far higher
than any other cash crop - and a crucial source of finance for the private armies of the drug warlords in
Afghanistan.

The crop eradication programme is supported by a British-led international consortium, and tries to persuade
farmers to grow alternative crops through negotiation. But it is now believed to be under pressure from the
American administration which wants to adopt a forced crop eradication programme similar to that seen in
Colombia in the last five years.

The UN report also warns of an alarming spread in HIV/Aids among injecting drug users in eastern Europe,
Russia and central Europe with an estimated 4 million people now believed to be infected.

Britain's former deputy drug lsar Mike Trace said yesterday there would be an alarming US-led attempt next week
at the UN's annual commission on narcolic drugs meeting in Vienna to rule out the use of needle exchange and
other programmes to deal with the growing epidemic.

Needle exchange schemes have been used in Britain since the 1980s to ensure one of the lowest rates of HIV

hitp://politics.guardian.co.uk/print/0,3858,5138344-110481,00.html 4/4/2005
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infection among heroin injectors in Europe. Mr Trace, now a spokesman for the [nternational Drug Policy
Consortium, said governments that provided practical help, such as free access to clean syringes, could achieve
significant reductions in the level of HIV infections.

But he said the US was consciously trying to tie aid to "moral lines in the sand” and would not endorse needle
exchanges or heroin substitution programmes.

Britain and the rest of the EU are expected to criticise the move in Vienna next week but a vote to withdraw
support from needle exchange programmes would send a damaging signal to the governments of the former

Soviet Union.
Guardian Unlimiled @ Guardian Newspapers Limited 2005
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U.S. ideologues put millions at risk

By Aryeh Neier International Herald Tribune
Saturday, March 5, 2005

The AIDS epidemic

NEW YORK Global fanfare accompanies every International AIDS Conference, but an
obscure United Natliocns meeting next week in Vienna rmay prove more crilical o the
course of lhe glabal HIV epidemic. Delegates are gathering for the 48th meeting of the
Commission on Narcolic Drugs, a largely unpublicized UN entity that sets the
international drug control agenda and that this vear is focusing on questions of HIV
prevention. If recent evenls are any gauge, the commission - cowed by American hard-
liners - will challenge the efficacy of programs, like needle exchange, proven to reduce
HIV transmission among active drug users. With the world's fastest-growing epidemics
now fueled by intravenous drug use, millions of people at risk {or HIV, pariicularly in Asia
and the former Soviet Union, will pay the price,

Shown in dozens of sludies in America and elsewhere to reduce transmission without
increasing drug use, needle exchange is perhaps the most effeclive of all stralegies lo
prevent the spread of HIV. Yet in a pattern familiar from debates over sex education,
Washington conservalives seem eager Lo hold up distortions of science as a model for
the rest of the world. At last year's meeting of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs,
Europeans and Australians walched in amazement as American delegales declared the
evidence for needle exchange "unconvincing."

U.S. representatives also blasted as a "counsel of despair' the harm-reduction approach,
which recognizes that even drug users unable or unwilling to stop using drugs can be
helped 1o avoid the AIDS virus and cther problems. Backed by a coalition of
prohibitionists that included Russia, Sweden and Japan, the United States ensured that
the resolutions adopted by last year's commission were stripped of every mention of harm
reduclion. Any discussion of human rights of drug users was similarly excised.

This year the United States has not wailed for a global gathering to force the UN 1o
pledge zllegiance to "zero tolerance.” American officials have put significant back-
channel pressure on the UN Office on Drugs and Crime - the current chair of lhe UN's
joint program on HIV/AIDS - {o retreat from needle exchange and olher harm-reduction
measures.

After a November meeling with Roberl Charles, an assistant secretary of state in charge
of the U.S. Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcernenl Affairs, the director of
the Office an Drugs and Crime, Antonio Maria Cosla, promised that he would review all of
the office’s printed and electronic statements to remove references to harm reduction.
Costa also pledged that the office would be "even more vigilant in the fulure,” As a slart,
a senior siaffer direcled subordinates to "ensure that references to harm reduction and
needle/syringe exchange are avoided in UNODC documents, publicalions and
stalements.”

More than semantic sanitation is at stake. In Russia, where estimated HIV cases now
surpass those in all of North Arnerica and where 75 percent of new infections are
attributable to intravenous drug use, officials have long pointed to lhe proceedings of the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs to justify misgivings aboul needle exchange and refusal
lo treat addicts with noninjectable opiate substilutes like methadone.

Last year, Ukrainian officials returned from the commission to announce thal they wer
shelving plans for a methadone pilot program, )

http://www.iht.com/bin/print_ipub.php?file=/articles/2005/03/04/opinion/edneier.html 3/22/2005



U.S. ideclogues put millions at risk: printer friendly version Page 2 of 2

In Thailand, government officials claimed that Costa had given his blessing o drug
conlrol efforts that included mass arrests, forced internments and more than 2,500 killings
of suspected drug dealers. Cosla strenuously denied Lhe claim. But his office recently
suspended a Bangkok-based program dedicated to reducing intravenous drug users'
vulnerability lo the AIDS virus in East Asia.

Completely dependent on denor contributions - the largest share from the United States -
the Office on Drugs and Crime is caughl between the rock of American intransigence on
drug policy and the hard facts that show needle exchange and other harm-reductlion
siralegies lo be effective.

Having removed condom information from federal Web sites and insisting on abstinence-
only sex education at home and abroad, the Bush administration is now poisedto .
override the besl available evidence in deciding how best to fight HIV related o drug use.
What is needed at this year's Commission on Narcotic Drugs is unanimous commitment
{o deploying the tools, including needle exchange, known to reduce HIV among drug
users, not the American policy of scutlling prevention methods proven to save lives.

See more of the world that matters - click here for home delivery of the Internalional
Herald Tribune.

< < Back to Start of Article

IHT Copyright © 2005 The International Herald Tribune | www.iht.com
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‘Just say no’ is no answer

American bully boy tactics over global drugs policies risk deepening the HIV crisis, warns Nick
- Cater

Nick Cater
Monday March 7, 2005

Guardian Unlimited

This week's UN drugs conference in Vienna looks sel to illustrate how American prohibitionist policies ulterly fail
to grasp global realities, while deepening the worldwide HIV/AIDS crisis.

The big issue is harm reduction, whether measures such as needle exchanges, legal injection centres and
substitution therapies help lessen the negalive consequences of drugs for users and their communities, especially
with regards to health.

As well as proving useful in developed countries from Switzerland 1o Australia, (hese are vital options for states of
the former Soviet Union and central Asia, where unsafe injectable drug use is often the main if not the
overwhelming factor in a big upsurge in HIV infections.

The UN Cffice on Drugs and Crime (UNCDC) recenily appeared to be joining lhe consensus among most UN
agencies, many governments and plenty of charities in both the drugs and HIV fields that a harm reduction
approach is essential, even if police efforts continue against producers, smugglers and dealers.

The Inlernational Federalion of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socielies put it well: "Forcing people who use drugs
further underground and into situations where transmission of HIV/AIDS is more likely, and denying them access
to life-saving treatment and prevention services is creating a public health disaster.

"This happens even though the evidence from scientific and medical research on hest practices and cost benefit
analyses is overwhelmingly in favour of harm reduction programming ... The message is clear. It is time lo be
guided by the light of science, not by the darkness of ignorance and fear."

Despile the American experience of banning alcohol and thereby fostering organised crime, the US government's
"just say no" drugs position matches its advocacy of sexual abstinence as its main response to HIV/AIDS. The
policy reflects the irresponsible influence of the neocons and religious right in rejecling any flexibility over harm
reduction stralegies.

The US used crude muscie as UNCDC's single largest paymaster to bully it back into line, suggesting that harm
reduction strategies break the three global conventions on drugs and so are unacceptab[e for any state to adopt,
even to fight an HIV/AIDS explosion.

American pressure extracted a humiliating letter from the UNODC executive director, Antonio Maria Costa, in
which he agreed to "neither endorse needle exchange as a solution for drug abuse nor support public statemenls
advocating such praclices”.

Yel, last July, Costa declared: "The HIV/AIDS epidernic among injecling drug users can be stopped - and even
reversed - if drug users are provided, at an early stage and on a large scale, with comprehensive services such
as outreach, provision of clean injecting equipment and a variety of treatment modalities, including substitulion
irealment.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/print/0,3858,5142502-106925,00.html 3/9/2005
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"It is, however, a sad fact that less than 5%, and, in many high-risk areas, less than 1% of all drug users have
access to prevention and care services. In too many counlries, drug users are simply incarcerated. This is not a
solution; in fact, it contributes to the rapid increase in the number of people living with HIV/AIDS."

Given that the "war on drugs" is already lost - illegal substances are available cheaply everywhere - and the war
on terror cannot even hait heroin supplies from US-liberated Afghanistan, it is time to junk the UN conventions
and leok more sensibly al managing the world's enthusiasm for mood-altering substances.

In Vienna we need clear leadership from countries using or needing harm reduction strategies to show that the
US, the biggest narcotics market and thus the greatesl funder of the criminal and quite possibly the terrorist

economy, is a dope when it comes to drugs.
Guardian Unlimitad ® Guardian Newspapers Limited 2005
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2005-03-07 18:10 * AUSTRIA * UN * NARCOTICS =
UN COMMISSION DISCUSSES AFGHANISTAN'S DRUG PRODUCTION Oﬁr‘&ﬁﬁ@'

VIENNA, March 7 (RIA Novosti's Borislav Pechnikov) -The UN Commission on @il B3
Narcotic Drugs (CND) held the first meeting of its session in Vienna on Monday. SOUIET

A spokesperson for the UN Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention [iddihio/iH{i]
(UNODC) in Vienna told RIA Novosti that the main items on the session's agenda
are "a dramatic growth in production of opium and heroin in Afghanistan as well as
various issues and suggestions pertaining to reduction and ultimate extinction of
opium poppy production in this country.”

2004 saw a 64% increase in opium poppy production in Afghanistan as compared
to the previous year, UNODC experts point out in their report published last ;5258
Thursday by the UNODC headquarters in Vienna. -

"“With 131,000 hectares of opium poppy plantations cultivated in 2004,

Afghanistan has set a double "record", featuring the world's largest area of opium -~
plantations as well as the highest volume of narcotic drugs production in the pEIaERge"
country's history,” UNODC executive director Antonio Maria Costa pointed out, -

The United Nations calls on the Government of Afghanistan to undertake effective
measures in order to halt cultivation of opium poppy and drugs production in the
country, including efforts to eliminate poverty in rural areas, to conduct military
operations and destroy drugs production laboratories, to support anti-corruption
initiatives undertaken to cleanse the armed forces, police and [ocal authorities;
and to intreduce tougher punishment for opium cultivation and drugs production.

According to UNODC executive director, "the world community will make a fatal
mistake if it fails to alienate Afghanistan from drugs production after we have
succeeded in alienating it from Taliban and Al Qaeda.

The CND Vienna session is to close on Friday.

@ opposition calls for exlracrdinary sasslon ...
@ osce on alections in moldova...
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Afghanistan’s coming up poppies

Alan Travis | London
07 March 2005 07:59

Afghanistan is on the verge of becoming a "narcotic state” withits]|
crop of opium since the overthrow of the Taliban, the United
board warned last week.

The Intemnational Narcoetics Control Board (INCB) reports that g oplt
Afghanistan reached a bumper 4 200 tonnes, up 800 tonnes ¢

The increase is a blow to British Prime Minister Tony Blair wh L dl
Party conference in 2000 that the war against the Taliban wags88¢
eradicate the poppy harvest, which is the source of three-qua
heroin.

Alghanisian’s oplum crop

The INCB report says that Britain has the highest heroin seiz{ff&" i’fﬁ,ﬁ “gggéﬁéo d
the third-highest number of heroin addicls. %Eg 'A%I

Hamid Ghedse, the INCB’s president, said the British-led attempt to persuade
Afghan farmers to grow other cash crops had failed. In 2003 farmers grew 3 600
tonnes of opium poppies in 17 of the 28 districts of Afghanistan. Now it has spread
to all 28 districts, with the area under cultivation increasing last year from 80 000ha
to 130 000ha.

The INCB said this compared with only 165 tonnes grown during the brutally
enforced ban by the Taliban on opium production.

“The Afghanistan government needs to do something very serious, very quickly,”
said Ghodse. “If it is not going to be a narcotics state, which is a risk, then
Afghanistan needs to do very urgent action in eradication and alternative
development.”

Although opium prices fell considerably between 2003 and 2004 they remain higher
than $100 a kg — far higher than any other cash crop — and a crucial source of
finance for the private armies of the drug warlords in Afghanistan.

The crop eradication programme is supported by a British-led international
consortium, and through negoetiation tries to persuade farmers to grow alternative
crops. But it is now believed to be under pressure from the United States
administration, which wants to adopt a forced crop eradication programme similar
to that seen in Colombia in the past five years.

The UN report also warns of an alarming spread in HIV/Aids among injecting drug
users in Eastem Europe, Russia and Central Europe with an estimated four million
people now believed to be infected.

Britain's former deputy drug tsar Mike Trace said on Tuesday that there would be
an alarming US-led attempt next week at the UN's annual commission on narcotic
drugs meeting in Vienna to rule out the use of needle exchange and other
programmes to deal with the growing epidemic.

Page 1 of 2
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Needle exchange schemes have been used in Britain since the 1980s to ensure
one of the lowest rates of HIV infection among heroin injectors in Europe. Trace,
now a spokesperson for the International Drug Policy Consortium, said
governments that provided practical help, such as free access to clean syringes,
could achieve significant reductions in the level of HIV infections.

But he said the US was consciously lrying to tie aid to “rnoral lines in the sand™ and
would not endorse needle exchanges or heroin substitution programmes.

Britain and the rest of the European Union are expected to criticise the move in
Vienna next week but a vote to withdraw support from needie exchange
programmes would send a damaging signal to lhe governmenls of the former
Soviet Union. — @ Guardian Newspapers 2005

Meanwhile, reports Sapa-AFP, the Afghanistan government responded fo the
report by saying it will sfep up the fight against drugs in coming months.

“The government of Afghanistan, with the help of the infernational community, is
firmly pursuing the fight against narcotics on all fronts, " the statement by President
Hamid Karzai's office said.

Praposed measures included eradicating poppy fields, curtailing drug production,
interdiction and punishing traffickers.

http://www.mg.co.za/printPage.aspx7area=/insight/insight__international/&article]ld=199026 4/4/2005
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U.S. and U.N. drug policy directors butt heads
over needle exchanges

At a conference in Vienna, Austria, Monday, drug policy directors from the
White House and the United Nations sharply disagreed over using needle-
exchange programs to reduce the risk of HIV infections among injeclion-
drug users, with the U.S. official reiterating the Bush administration's
opposition to the programs. John Walters, director of the White House Office
of National Drug Control Policy, said drug use itself is a risk factor for HIV
infection and that efforts to curb injection-drug use worldwide will reduce
new infections. "The single greatest way of preventing the spread of
HIV/AIDS through drug users is taking those addicted and get them to
recover," Walters said. The Bush administration opposes the implementation
of needle-exchange programs at home and abroad, claiming there is no
science to prove they are effective and stating that they encourage drug use.

But Walters's U.N. countempart, Antonio Maria Costa, head of the agency's
Office on Drugs and Crime, said needle-exchange programs are
"appropriate as long as they are part of a comprehensive strategy to ballle
the overall drug problem.” "We must not deny these addicts any genuine
opportunities to remain HIV-negative," Costa said in & speech to an open
session at the 48th session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs. "We
reject the false dichotomy that either drug control prevails with no
consideration for HIV, or that HIV prevention prevails with no consideration
for drug abuse."

http://www.advocate.com/print_article.asp?ID=15359&sd=03/09/05
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Council OKs Help for Drug Users, Tenants

Over-the-counter sales of syringes is approved, as is ordinance
making it harder to evict people from rent-control
apartments.

By Steve Hymon
Times Staff Writer

March 10, 2005

After a night of electioneering, a bleary-eyed Los Angeles City Council on Wednesday approved
an ordinance that prevents landlords from evicting rent-control tenants after major renovations and
another that allows adult drug users and others to buy syringes without a prescription.

One of Los Angeles' long-standing housing problems is that the city has a large number of
apartmenis — particularly in poor neighborhoods — that are in very run-down condition. Many are
rent-controlled.

In the past, city law allowed landlords to renovate units and then steeply raise the rent. Housing
advocates complained that landlords were using renovations as a way to get rid of rent-control
tenants, a big problem in a city with about 530,000 rent-controlled units.

Some landlords were using major repairs to harass tenants into leaving, said Brett Terrell, director
of advocacy for the Inner City Law Center.

"We've had cases where landlords literally tore roofs off buildings during the rainy season," he
said.

A moratorium stopped the combination of renovations and rent hikes three years ago. Under the
ordinance passed by a 12-0 vote Wednesday, landlords who perform renovations can increase the
rent 2 maximum of 10% to pay for it.

"This is something that will be implemented by landlords and felt by tenants, and if it fails, shame
on us," said Councilman Eric Garcetti, who helped shepherd the ordinance through.

Landlords in the city have long complained that rent control spares them little money to make
repairs. Nonetheless, many of them supported the ordinance as a means to recoup some costs.

"There are buildings out there that really need to be rehabbed, and it's in everyone's best interest to

get it done,” said Tara Bannister, executive director of the California Apartment Assn., which
represents building owners in the city.

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-syringel Omar10,1,201486,print.story 3/18/2005
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The ability to obtain syringes without a prescription has been long sought by health advocates who
say it will help reduce the spread of HIV and hepatitis through the use of dirty needles by drug
USErs.

Gov. Amold Schwarzenegger signed a bill last fall making syringe sales legal, but each city must
also approve it before pharmacies can start selling them

The ordinance, which allows over-the-counter sales to those 18 and over, passed the council by a
12-0 vote but still must be signed by Mayor James K. Hahn. Pharmacies could choose whether to
sell the syringes. Among the large chains, Walgreens has said it will do so.

The city currently pays about $500,000 each year to support seven needle exchange programs in

Los Angeles. The new measure is seen as another way to reach out to drug users who won't use the
exchanges.

If you want olher stories on this lopic, search the Archives at latimes.com/archives.
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Morallzmg doesn’t fight AIDS
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by Rob Hunter

Thursday, March 10, 2005

This week marks the beginning of the United Nations’ conference on drug policy, the
United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs, in Vienna, Austria. One of the major
issues being discussed is the drug-related spread of HIV/AIDS and strategies to combat
it. The conference is taking place in a near-media blackout with minimal oversight from
the participating delegations’ home countries.

Nevertheless, the intemational community will be paying close attention to the outcome
of the conference, where the major topic of discussion will be “harm reduction:” that is,
programs such as needle exchange centers, substitute drug therapies and legal injection
centers. Such measures will prove critical in curbing the spread of HIV in large portions
of Asia, including the former Soviet Union and China, where intravenous drug use is the
primary vector for infection. However, any progress made in implementing such
programs will be accomplished despite the financial and diplomatic clout of the United
States, rather than because of it.

The problem lies with the Bush administration’s — and its Congressional allies” —
commitment to ideological rigor over science. This antiscientific attitude is already
evident in the federal government’s approach to other foreign HIV/AIDS relief programs.
Despite the fact that condom distribution programs are the most demonstrably effective
(and cheapest) measures for curbing the spread of HIV through sexual contact, the
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEFAR) mandates that 33 percent of all
funds must be spent on programs advocating abstinence as a means of preventing the
spread of HIV/AIDS; furthermore, faith-based programs are funded even if they make no
mention of contraception to clients. Programs receiving U.S. funds are also required to
vocally oppose the legalization of prostitution, even though the stigmatization of
prostitution makes relief work and care an incredibly difficult ordeal.



That same penchant for moralizing and the demonization of victims and recipients of aid
now appears to have taken hold in federal funding of drug-related HIV/AIDS relief. Last
summer, Antonio Maria Costa, the director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), announced that: “the HIV/AIDS epidemic among injecting drug users can be
stopped — and even reversed —— if drug users are provided with ... outreach, provision of
clean injecting equipment and ... substitution freatment.” A few months later, Assistant
Secretary of State Robert Charles used American diplomatic muscle to force Costa to
publish a letter affirming that UNODC would “neither endorse needle exchange as a
solution for drug abuse nor support public statements advocating such practices.”

Why is the United States so opposed to harm reduction programs in fighting HIV/AIDS
and so concemed with “relief” focusing on the behavior of aid recipients rather than their
suffering and the medical treatment they require?

Apparently because, in the eyes of the administration and Congress, it is the behaviors
themselves, not efforts to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, that matter. In a recent move
prominently decried on the op-ed pages of several national newspapers, Representatives
Tom Davis, R-Va., and Mark Souder, R-Ind., have begun calling for the withdrawal of
U.S. funds to relief agencies that operate or even promote needle exchange programs.
Rep. Souder explained his motives in a recent press conference: “These lifestyles are the
result of addiction, mental illness or other conditions that should and can be treated rather
than accepted as normal, healthy behaviors.” In other words, it doesn’t matter how well
methods such as needle exchanges actually work; U.S. aid should only be concerned with
encouraging “normal” (read: “moral”) lifestyles abroad. That same twisted logic has
rendered the domestic “War on Drugs™ the farce it is today, and it is not a little
disingenuous of Rep. Souder to argue that foreign drug abusers should be denied
compassionate care, because we shouldn’t be encouraging their “abnormal” habits, when
the United States is the largest market for illegal narcotics in the world.

Many Americans mistakenly believe that a dramatic portion of the federal budget is given
over to foreign aid; in reality, less than one percent of GDP is spent on such projects.
Paltry as that sum may be, it should not be held as a club over the heads of international
relief agencies which could be making substantial gains in the fight against HIV/AIDS,
were it not for the strings the United States is continually attaching to its purse. It is time
for the federal government to abandon the self-congratulatory rhetoric of moralizing and
to stop castigating aid recipients as immoral and promiscuous, and to start supporting
those agencies that are engaged in meaningful care and prevention.

Rob Hunter (jrhunter@gmail.com) is a senior majoring in political science and
philosophy.

Copyright © 1999-2005 Badger Herald, Inc. Some rights reserved.
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The Bush administration's efforts to undermine needle exchange as part of a
global HIV prevention strategy are appalling and dead!ly [editorial, Feb. 27].
Look no farther than the president's back yard for proof of how devastating
they are.

Washington, which among the country's large cities has the highest annual per TH I N G S
capita rate of new AIDS cases, is the only jurisdiction in the United States that
is prohibited by Congress from using its locally raised taxes to fund a needle- YO U
exchange program, although needle exchange has been proved by almost

every scientific standard to be effective at reducing HIV transmission without

increasing drug use. D 0 N 'T

As a result, unlike those in other states and cities, our nonprofit group,
Prevention Works, must raise every cent of its budget from private donors and N EE D
foundations -- a task that not only is time-consuming and difficult but that

distracts from life-saving work. N ERDS

Prevention Works helps ensure that some 3,500 people a year are provided the
tools and counseling to remain free of HIV and other blood-bome diseases, FO R.
such as hepatilis C, and to combat their addiction. .

QOur experience tells us needle exchange works as part of a comprehensive
HIV-prevention strategy. We applaud efforts to ensure that sound science
prevails over partisan politics in the broader global fight against AIDS, and
we encourage Congress and the president to understand the effect of their
shortsightedness on lives in the nation's capital.

PATSY FLEMING

Vice President, Board of Directors
Prevention Works Inc.
Washington

The writer was director of national AIDS policy in the Clinton administration from 1993 to 1997.

© 2005 The Washington Post Company
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Drugs expert warns: cannabis as dangerous to society as heroin
By Aideen McLaughlin

A LEADING Scottish druss researcher has claimed that cannabis could be as big a danger to society as cocaine and heroin.

In a comment piece written for the Sunday Herald, Professor Neil McKeganey, of the Centre for Drugs Misuse Research at
the University of Glasgow, warns that the government and drugs workers should put the focus back on cannabis to sclve
the problem of illegal drug use in Scotland.

McKeganey argues that the threat of cannabis is not so much its health risk to the individual, but that it creates a climate
in which the use of harder drugs could become increasingly socially acceptable.

He writes: “It is possible that the perception that it is OK to use illegal drugs if they are not seen to cause much harm te
the vast majority of users, is a judgement which has been assisted by the perception of cannabis as a harm-free
recreational drug.

*If this is the case then cannabis - at a societal level, if not at the level of the individual - is just as dangerous as herain
and cocaine.” He calls this the “societal gateway"” theory.

But McKeganey's comments drew angry reactions from Scotland’s drugs workers. David Liddell, director of the Scottish
Drugs Forum said: “Research has overwhelmingly shown that poverty and deprivation - not cannabis - is more likely to be
the gateway into problematic drug use.

“People who develop serious drug problems de so by using any type of drug, irrespective of what it is. Cannabis per se is
not the issue - people’s personal and social difficulties are.

“The nut which society really needs to crack is the underlying issues which cause people to turmn to drugs as an escape
route in the [irst place.”

Dr David Shewan of Caledonian University, co-author of a recent controversial report which showed that heroin use did not
always lead to negative health or social problems, agreed.

He said: “There are health concemns in relation to the high strength of some cannabis available now, particularty when
smoked by young users, and people with existing mental health problems.

“But | am not convinced that dealing with these health issues would be helped by what Professor McKeganey appears to be
arguing for, a “war on cannabis’.

"Making cannabis use primarily a criminal justice issue would undermine a more constructive focus on these health needs.
It would distract attention from more intrusive issues of crime and underpinning problems of socioeconomic deprivation.
“If the concept of the societal gateway is accepted, then the drug that most obviously serves this function is alcohol.”
Kenny MacAskill, justice spokesman for the SNP, agreed that alcohol had to be considered when addressing drug use.

“There is no easy answer to the drug problems in our society, and that includes alcohol,” he said. "l am not for greater
liberalisation, but I am certain that greater repression is not working either.

“We need to find a solution though, because repression and retribution on their own have not worked and will not work. It
requires education, a cultural change and, to some extent, people to believe in themselves and have some hope rather
than a nihilistic, escapist perspective.”

http://www.sundayherald.com/print48329 4/4/2005
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Alistair Ramsey, director of Scotland Against Drugs, said while he doesn't wholly agree with McKeganey’s theories, the
debate into cannabis, which he believes has been stuck for 20 or 30 years, needs to be refreshed.

“This is an interesting proposition, but we can't ignore the fact that cannabis can and does cause for some people
significant health problems, both mental and physical,” he said.

It is estimated that 3.5 million people in the UK use cannabis. In January 2004, the Scottish Executive reclassified the drug
from Class B to Class C status. But a spokesman for the Executive said that reclassification is not the same as legalisation.

He explained: "It simply recognises that while all drugs are harmful, some drugs are more harmful than others. Cannabis
carries risks but it is not as dangerous as, say, heroin and cocaine. But dabbling in it could well leave you with a ciiminal
record, as well as damaging your heatth.

“The Executive does not condone the use of cannabis. It is illegal and carries serious risk to both physical health and
mental health. We also know that sustained use can create dependence - around 10% of people reporting to drug services
say that cannabis is their main problem drug.”

Earlier last week, countries including France, Germany, the Netherlands, Canada, Australia and Iran rallied at the annual
meeting of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs to persuade the UN to reject a zero-tolerance approach in
international drug policy.

Their appeal was vetoed by the U5. The UK delegation stayed silent on the issue.

Copyright © 2003 smg sunday newspapers [td. no. 176088
Back to previous page
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U.S. dogma hinders AIDS battle

CAROL GOAR

No fair-minded person could accuse the United States of being stingy in the global fight against AIDS.
It has contributed more than any other country to the United Nations HIV/AIDS program. President
George Bush has pledged an additional $15 billion (U.S.) in AIDS relief by 2008 and delivered $2.4
billion so far.

But America’s money comes with ideological strings attached.

The Bush administration believes that sexual abstinence is the best way to prevent AIDS. It
discourages — sometimes actively thwarts — condom distribution efforts. It withholds funds from
groups that advocate birth control, provide contraceptives or promote safe sex.

It believes that anti-retroviral medicines produced by pharmaceutical giants in the U.S. and Europe
should be used to treat HIV/AIDS. It resists — sometime blocks — the substitution of cheaper generic
alternatives manufactured in India or Brazil.

[t believes that prohibiting the use of illegal drugs is crucial to slowing the advance of AIDS. It will
have nothing to do with needle exchange programs, methadone maintenance therapy or other harm
reduclion measures. Nor will it support international agencies that finance such schemes.

All this creates headaches for America's global partners. The world is now getting a glimpse of their
predicament.

For the past seven days, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, one of the principal agencies
in the fight against AIDS, has been holding an international policy session in Vienna.

Most nations, including Canada, are represented. Activists from dozens of human rights groups, AIDS
organizations and international development agencies have also converged on the Austrian capital to
voice their opposition to the U.S. approach.

The meeting ends today. Its outcome will show how far America's allies are prepared to go to
accommodate its doctrinaire approach.

To Richard Elliott, policy and research director of the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, it is
inconceivable that the U.N. body responsible for setting global drug policy would turn its back on
millions of addicts who catch and spread the lethal virus through the use of contaminated syringes.

Approximately 5 million of last year's new HIV infections — an estimated 10 per cent — stemmed

from injection drug use. In Russia, for example, HIV is exploding through the drug-using population.
Up 1o 75 per cent of new infections are caused by the shanng of dirty needles.

http://www_thestar.com/NAS App/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article Pri... 3/18/2005
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"It would just be theatre of the absurd if the global community withdrew its support from proven harm
reduction methods," Elliott said.

But such a retreat has already begun. Until last fall, the director of the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime, Antonio Maria Costa of Italy, supported safe injection sites and needle exchange programs
as acceptable methods of preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS. But after a November meeting with
Robert Charles, U.S. assistant secretary of state for international narcotics and law enforcement, his
position changed.

Costa sent a letter — which was leaked to the media — promising to expunge all references to harm
reduction and needle exchanges from the agency's documents. "We neither endorse needle exchange
as a solution for drug abuse nor support public statements advocating such practices," he assured
Charles.

Regional offices promptly began revising their publications.

That set the stage for the Vienna meeting. For the past week, AIDS activists from North America,
Europe, Asia and Africa have been urging delegates not to be bullied into endorsing the U.S. position.
"Silencing the U.N. on needle exchange is deadly diplomacy,” said Jonathan Cohen of Human Rights
Watch.

As Lhe session draws to a close, it looks as if delegates will avoid taking an explicit stand on harm
reduction programs and settle for a bland consensus that would allow the U.S. to keep flexing its
financial and political muscles behind the scenes.

Such a result would impede — but not halit — the battle against HIV/AIDS. Health-care workers,
community activists and development agencies would find ways to work around America's war on
drugs, just as they've coped with its opposition to sex education and birth control.

No one disputes Bush's contention that AIDS would spread less quickly if no one had sex before
marriage, no one was promiscuous, no one was raped or forced into prostitution and no one used
injection drugs.

But in a world of pain and poverty, that's not going to happen. For all its resources and good
intentions, America is a tragically blinkered general in a fight the world can't afford to lose.

Carol Goar's colwmm appears Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Additional articles by Carol Goar

> Get the NEW Sunday paper! Save 50% now!

FAQs| Site Map| Privacy Policy| Webmaster| Subscribe| My Subscription

Home| GTA| Business| Waymoresports] A&E| Life

Legal Notice: Copyright Toronto Star Newspapers Limited. All rights reserved. Distribution, transmission or
republication of any material from www.thestar.com is strictly prohlblted without the prior written permission of
Toronto Star Newspapers Limited. For Information please contact us using our webmaster form. www.thestar.com
online since 1996.

http://www .thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Pri... 3/18/2005



The New Light of Myanmar Page 1 of 6

y P
. E— 5
welcome ©© An Official Daily Newspaper from Myanmar

Myanynarcom

C Myanmar Language Perspective Article Sports News  Archives )

: m’sﬁ HeM Monday, March 21 2005 “Hey

Today Myanmar Headlines
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- Drugs destroyed on 18 occasions between 1990-2004 valued at US 14452m
= Fifth destruction of seized narcotic drugs, precursors,
chemicals and paraphernzlia held in Lashio
-
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YANGON, 20 March — The fifth destruction of seized narcotic drugs, precursors, chemicals and
Information paraphernalia of Shan State (North) organized by Shan State (North) Committee for Drug Abuse
Al Control was held at he people’s sports grounds in Lashio yesterday morning, attended by Prime
- Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win.
|
Jﬂ Also present on the occasion were Member of the State Peace and Development Council L-Gen
i Aung Hitwe, Chairman of Shan State (North) Peace and Development Council Commander of
w2 North-East Command Maj-Gen Myint Hlaing, the ministers, the deputy ministers, ambassadors of
the Philippines, Brunei Darussalam, the Russian Federation, Lao PDR, Sri Lanka, Indonesia,
[l Thailand, Japan and Singapore, consuls of the People's Republic of China and Japan, the liaison
- officer of Australian Police Force, officials of US Drug Agency, WHO and UNODC, officials of the
I_ﬂm_ T State Peace and Development Council Office, departmental heads, the Secretary of CCDAC
i Director-General of Myanmar Police Force, lacal authorities, members of Shan State (North)
il CDAC, local national race leaders, members of USDA, local people and guests.

) _ |Daw Nan San Twam Kham of Lashio Township USDA, Professor Daw Myint Myint Than of Lashio
Tourist Attraction [Degree College and Sub-Palice Inspector Sein Ma Ma of MPF acted as masters of ceremoriies.

[

T - ] Firs{, Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win delivered an address, saying thal in today's world, the
.l problems of narcotics are not confined to a sole country or a people but are the concern of a[l
- = ‘ nations of the world all of humankind.

: While some countries face a problem caused by the cultivation of narcotic crops, some other
= countries are encounting the problems of psychotropic drugs produced from chemicals. Although
- ] some countries neither grow narcotic crops nor produce chemical narcotic drugs, they face
(A

problems of use or of being transit countries. The problems of drugs abuse is serious social

htip://www.myanmar.com/nlm/enlm/Mar21_h2.html 3/22!i¢05
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problem being faced by almost all countries. hi

ml

- =

[i.-.-l 13
e Myanmar is also amongst the countries that are having to meet the challenges posed by the drugs| ’
] problems. The main problem faced by Myanmar is the illegal cultivation of the opium poppy:|
i - [production of Opium and Heroin and its trafficking and use. At a time when problems of producing|
W methamphatamine has been started since 1996, however the production of Opium and Heroin had|

———————[fallen remarkably. Issues related to the production while nations of the world are combating the|

R drug menace through international legislation on the one hand, on the other hand they have ratified

and are cooperating in controlling the drugs menace on the basis of the UN single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs, 1861, the 1972 Protocol Amending the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, the
({|United Nations Convention against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances,
1988. The International Narcotic Control Board and the Commission on Narcotic Drugs under the
{United Nations Economic and Social Council are also encouraging the intemational community to
enhance cooperation. Myanmar on its part has ratified all drugs related Conventions and in
accordance with these conventions has promulgated the Law and rules relaled lo Narcotic and
Dangerous Drugs, the Law and Rules related to the Control of Money Laundering. The Law and
Rules on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and is taking action in accordance with law. At the
same time, it controls 25 chemicals used in the production of narcotic and psychotropic drugs.
Myanmar has issued rules related to the supervision of controlled chemicals and it is actively

The New Light ol |engaged in eradication efforts.
Flyussutar

(Previvus dssue)  |1n aqdition, Myanmar firmly believes that not only does the narcotic menace adversely affect]’
g national dignity and high social standards of the state, but it threatens our citizens and all
humankind. )
e

Since the time of the Myanmar kings, the successive governments of Myanmar have 5enoUs
undertaken the tasks of combating narcotic abuse. During the time of the State Peace and
Development Council, as a result of gaining mutual understanding and mutual fate among thé
national brethren, peace, stability and the rule of law have gradually extended up to the border,
regions and as a consequence many good opportunities were presented for serious fulfiling the
developing needs of the border areas and national races. As a resuit from striving only to combat
the narcotic menace we have now been able to seriously work for the alleviation of the foods,
shelter and clothing of the local people through crops substitutions, animal husbandry and other
regional development activities. In order to give momentum to these endeavours the Ministry for
Progress of Border Areas and National Races and Development Affairs was established. By so
doing, it is certain that the bad historical legacy of the drug problem can be eliminated effectively in
the leng term. This is the reason also why the Government led by Head of State Senior General
Than Shwe has laid down strategies, tactics and measures for the elimination of the narcotic
problem.

NS
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Strategies include the destruction of the elimination of the drug menace as a national cause and to
combat the menace from all angles, and to raise the living standards of the border areas and
national races, thereby completely eradicating opium cuitivation.

These strategies are being implemented through symmetrical actions of the tactics of eradication,
reduction of consumgption, and interdiction.

In order to concretely carry out activities in conformity with the strategies and tactics, a plan of
aclion comprising a 15-year plan sub-divided into three medium-term plans of five years each,}
beginning from 1999-2000 o 2013-2014, was established. We have completed the first 5-year plan
and are implementing the second &-year plan. It has being assessed that the objectives set for the
designated plan period have been successfully realized.

To get an accurate picture of the illegal cultivation of opium poppy in Myanmar, Myanmar and the
United States have cooperated in opium yield surveys for ten times beginning from 1993 up to
2004. The 2005 international report of the US Government on strategies of controlling narcotics
states that opium in 2004 is less than 34 percent of 2004 and that production of opiun in 2004
decreased 40 per cent compared to that of 2003, the production has dropped 89 per cent
compared to opium production 8 years ago. Likewise, Myanmar and UNODC have cooperated
since 2002 in annual field surveys and the result have shown a consistent reduction. According to
the UNODC report, the acreage of opium cultivation in 2004 has dropped 29 per cent compared to
2003 and opium produclion has dropped 54 per cent.

The significant reduction of opium cultivation and production in Myanmar is attributable not only to
elimination measures but also to widespread pragmatic activities such as opium substitution,
vocational livelihood promotion, regional development activities which are all essential for the
elimination of opium preduction. Of particular importance to the success is the fact that the]
leadership of the state regional authorities, leaders of national races and the national races of the
regions, and social organizations have worked in close harmony and dynamic cooperalion.

Under the programme of the government's special project for development of the border areas, the;
government has spent to date over 60 billion kyats for projects of the development of remote!
border areas. Of this amount almost 80 per cent was utilized for activities associated with thE
eradicaticn of OpILllTI cultivation such as opium crop substitution, animal husbandry and reglonal
development. This is the reason why the situation in the border areas have significantly changed
for the better when compared to the situation in the areas in the past. As the aclivities for the
eradication of narcotic drugs gain intensity due to concerted efforts, Mongla region in Shan State
(East} was able to declare itself as opium free zone in April 1997 and the Kokang region)
completely halted the cultivation of opium beginning 2003. Likewise, areas of other national races
are energetically striving to have their respective areas and regions declared as opium free zones
or opium free areas. Although the efforts exerted mainly using one's own resources and one's own’
strength is a good foundation for the long term, it must be noted that the national races who had to
live in poverty throughout the ages have had to strive with great difficulty to achieve results. If the
international community were tc show understanding and render appropriate asmstance
Myanmar’s efforts lo eliminate narcotics would meet with success much sooner.,

http://www.myanmar.com/nlm/enlm/Mar21_h2.html 3/22/2005



The New Light of Myanmar Page 4 of 6

[n any case, bearing in mind resolution of the 20th Special Session of the 1998 United Nations]
General Assembly designating the year 2008 as the year for total eradication of narcotic drugsf™
throughout the world, and ASEAN's objective of ASEAN Drugs Free Area by the year 2015}
Myanmar has set the target of a Drug Free Myanmar by the year 2014 and is striving towards thaf:f
end with its own plans and programmes. i

Even as Myanmar had successfully reduced the cultivation and production of epium, the previously
unheard menace of psychotropic tablets emerged in the country in 1996. It is well known that just
as the chemical ephedrine used in the production of stimulant tablets cannot be produced in
Myanmar, the country does not have ability to produce other chemicals that are used in processing
of heroin and stimulant tablets. However, Myanmar is having to face criticism and accusations
while drug traffickers transit Myanmar borders through neighbouring countries, producing and
distributing herain and stimulants to the international markets.

As narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances cannot be produced without chemicals, Myanmar is;
seeking to control these chemicals in cooperation with the neighbouring countries of India, China,
Laos and Thailand. In February 2003, trilateral meeting of Myanmar, India and China for the control
of chemical substances was held in Yangon. The meeting reached an agreement to enhance
cooperatlon in suppressing the smuggling of illegal chemicals in the border areas. In additicn, as
there is a need for closer cooperation with neighbouring countries in the control of chemlcall .
substances, a five-nation ministerial meeting to control the substances was held in Chiang Rai ih
July 2003. China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and India participated in the meeting. As a result dj
agreements reached at the meeting, closer cooperation ensured among the neighbouring countrles
wilh the result that in 2004 the illegal transportation of chemical substances was reduced,

Under the border areas drug control plan of Myanmar, China and UNODC border meetings were
held and horder liaison offices were opened. Information is being exchanged between the two
countries. As a result of the cooperation programmes 36 fugitives wanted by the Chinese side were
handed over for 14 times by the Myanmar authorities. Furthermare, under the Myanmar-Thailand
drugs control programmes, border liaison offices were opened in Tachilek, Myawady and
Kawthoung. Information exchanges between the two countries have also being held. Also under
the cooperation programme, Myanmar has transferred fugitives wanted by Thailand, on three
occasions. These efforts and activities of Myanmar have been reflected in 2005 International Drugs
Control Study Report of the US. 5

II
Al the same time, Myanmar has been making the necessary efforts for the elimination of narcottc
drugs abuse. Two rehabilitation centres had been cpened in Shwe Pyi Tha in Pyay and Shwe Pyu
Aye in Phekhon in Shan State. Another rehabilitation centre, Shwe Pyi Thit is being constructed
near Teema Village in Muse Township, Northern Shan State. Under the UNODCfAustrallé '
programme (AusAlD) a pilot project for the prevention of HIV and other diseases has beeq
implemented with assistance of NGOs from Myanmar and abroad.

Starting from 1990 up to 2004 narcotic drugs had been destroyed on 18 occasions. The total value
of drugs destroyed is estimated at US$ 14,452 million. The destruction of narcotic drugs and
chemical have taken place alsc in Lashio on 33 different accasicns since 1999, Also in the Wa
region in the Northern Shan Sate, the Wa nationals have destroyed poppy fields and drugs under:
own arrangements on 6th March 2005, prior to this ceremony.
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In addition, the new destiny project slarled in 2002 as a way to support the 15-year plan, opiumj,
poppy seeds and dried opium fruits were handed by cultivators to the relevant authorities. The total
weight of these in 2003 and 2004 was over 1.6 million kilograms. These were burnt and destroyed)
on 11 occasions in various states and divisions. This is a very effective action as the destroyed|
poppy seeds, were lhey to have been cullivated would have resulled in over 440 tons of opium. i
Therefore, to put the effort of Myanmar in a nutshell, Myanmar is exerting efforts to eliminate thet
menace of narcofic drug through the strategies of supply reduction, demand reduction angf
interdiction. In addition, on the 51st anniversary of the Armed Forces Day on 27 March 1996, the
Head of State said in his speech “the baltle against narcotics concerns all humankind and it is
therefore wide-ranging and difficult endeavour. We will welcome any assistance that is offered in
sincerity.

However, even if assistance is not forthcoming, we will continue our struggle with all our abilities as
it is a manner which threatens humankind”. The Head of State therefore slated Myanmar's
unwavering determination in the battle against narcotic drugs. In conclusion, | would like to say that
Myanmar has fine traditions in implementing and carrying out its national interest and in carrying
out dutifully and unstintingly the national interest and the interest of humankind. In addition, either
with the assistance or without the assistance from outside, and no matter whatever the criticism
and opposition, Myanmar has fine traditions of unwaveringly striving to successfully fulfill |l$
objectives, As a result of the fine traditions, success has been achieved in the efforts against thg
drug menace. In the future also the State, the people and the Tatmadaw will join hands togethef
and strive further to achieve successes. | would also like to record my appreciation to all thosé
persons who helped in making this ceremony the destruction of seized narcotic drugs, precursar
chemicals and paraphernalia a success. | would also like to say that in seeking to resolve the drugs
problems which threaten humankind, just as it is important to uncover the real causes it is equally
important that all nations of the world and all people actively cooperate in the endeavour with cleat
and noble state of mind.

Next, Chairman of Shan State (North) Committee for Drug Abuse Control Chairman of Shan State
(North) Peace and Development Council Commander of North-East Command Maj-Gen Myint
Hlaing said that as this ceremony is burning the narcotic drugs which endanger all human being
and we have again shown practically that we have been carrying out the tasks of drugs eradication
as a national duty not only for our Northern Shan State but also for Myanmar Naing-ngan.
Ceremonies like this have already been held in Northern Shan State thrice in 2002, once in 2003
and the total number is 5 times including this one. i

To implement the {ask of drugs eradication with the guidance of the Head of State with a 15- year
project for drugs eradication, with new destiny project of CCDAC and cooperation of local
authorities, national brethren and regional people it can be carried out towards total eradication of
poppy cultivation effectively.

In Northern Shan State, total eradication of poppy cultivation can be achieved at the western part
of the Thanlwin river because of the strenuous efforts for eradication of poppy cultivation. We
guarantee that in the eastern part of the Thanlwin river including the Kokang region, poppy
cultivation is totally eradicated there. However, some few regions remain in remote areas in the’
eastern part of Thanlwin river and we will carry out the task of total eradication of poppy cultivation;
with added momentum. "Wa" leaders at the eastern part of Thanlwin river have promised to
eradicate poppy cultivation during 2005. At the same time | here by promised firmly to carry out the]

.1
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anti-narcotic drugs aclivity till achieving a drug free Stale with added momenturm.

Aflerwards, Director-General Brig-Gen Khin Yi of MPF reported that this is the fifth occasion that|
we have burnt and destroyed narcolic drugs here in Lashio, Northern Shan States since 2002,|
Additionally there have been 33 occasions where narcotic drugs, chemical, precursors and poppy/[
seeds that were seized from border areas and other towns were burnt and destroyed and another|
18 occasions in Yangon. A total of US$14,452 worth of narcotic drugs were destroyed during those i
18 occasions.

One of the most important elements, of this project is to advocate for surrendering poppy seeds to
be destroyed. Though, poppy seeds do not contain morphine and were thus exempted from
international control, the fact that these seeds themselves can be grown into plants led to advocatel. . .
for surrendering them to be destroyed. In Northern Shan State, the destruction of 135,603}
kilograms of poppy seeds surrendered by farmers prevented poppy cultivation in 83,039 acres
which in turn prevented production of 36 tons of heroin.

To recap the efforts made in preventing poppy cultivation, | would like to emphasize out of the total
7,610 cultivated acres deslroyed, 1,090 acres were in Northern Shan Slate during the year 2003-
2004. Similarly, out of the 9,082 acres of poppy cultivated areas, 2,968 acres were destroyed in
Northern Shan States during 2004-2005. In comparison, an additional 1,472 acres were destroyed
between the period 2003-2004 and 2004-2005. In conclusion, | would like to bring to your artention
though we have not received any intemational assistance or aid in this endeavours, senior
Government officials have laid down directives, tactics and strategies to eradicate narcotic drugs
utilizing cur own resources. fr
Vice-Chairman of Shan State (North) CDAC Commander of Shan State {North) Police Force Pohce
Col Win Naing briefed them on drug elimination, cultivation of opium-substitute crops, rehablhtatlon
of drug addicts and kinds and numbers of drugs to be destroyed today. .
National race leader of Tamoenye region U Myint Lwin, Kachin national race leader U Zaw Yun of .
Shan State (North) Special Region-5 and Palaung national race leader U Aik Mone of Spemal h
Region-7 reported on totally free of opium cultivation in their respective regions. Afterwards, the
Prime Minister and party tested the seized narcotic drugs, chemical precursors, poppy seeds and
paraphernalia. They then viewed the documentary photos on drug eradication drive. Next, the
Prime Minister and party, diplomats and local nalional race leaders pressed buttons to incinerate
the seized narcotic drugs, chemical precursors, poppy seeds and paraphernalia. The Prime
Minister cordially those present at the ceremony,

At the ceremony, 339.75 pyis of poppy seeds, 334.53 kilos of heroin, 225.50 kilos of opium, 57
kilos of morphine, 6.88 kilos of opium oil solid, 4.19 litres of opium oil, 646.35 kilos of stlmulant
tablets, 137 kilos of ephedrine, 12,282.04 litres of chemical liguid, 7,163.30 kilos of chemlcal_

powder and paraphernalia, totalling 78 items worlh about K 4,000 million were destroyed. B
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HEALTH:
"Just Say No” Called Deadly Advice by Drug Experts

Ulysses de |2 Torre

More than 300 groups and Individuals from 56 countries released an_gpen letter Tuesday urging
delegates of the U.N. Commission on Narcotic Drugs {CND) to resist U.S. pressure to withdraw support
for syringe exchange programmes.

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 2 (IPS) - The letter, signed by scientists, policy analysts, human rights groups and
AIDS activists, comes in anticipation of a CND session to take place in Vienna next week.

"Strategies that attempt solely to achieve abstinence from drug use do not constitute an acceptable altemative
to programmes, such as syringe exchange, that help active drug users protect themselves from HIV/AIDS,”
according lo the letter.

Of particular concern is a meeting reported to have taken place last November between Rebert Charles, chief of
the U.S. State Depariment's Bureau for Inlernational and Law Enforcement Affairs, and Antonio Maria Cosla,
the head of the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), a co-sponsor of the joint U.N. programme on
HIV/AIDS.

Costa apparenlly emerged from the meeting with new ideas about omitting certain language from UNCDC
documents that specifically referred to syringe exchange programmes.

"Every independent body lo study needle exchange -- including bodies that are part of or funded by the U.S.
government -- has concluded that needle exchange reduces rates of HIV among drug users without increasing
drug use,” said Jonathan Cohen, a researcher with the RIV/AIDS and human rights programme at Human

Rights Watch.

Officials from the UNODC and {he Bureau for Internalional Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs were not
available for comment.

But a number of news outlets in the past week, including the Wall Street Journal and the Washington Post, have
chronicled growing opposition among both the George W. Bush administration as well as Republican lawmakers
to continue funding organisations lhat encourage clean needle programmes for injection drug users.

Sen. Sam Brownback, a Kansas Republican, told the Wall Street Journal in a Feb. 28 article that although "there
is a conservative support” for AIDS programmes, olher areas of concemn "risk lhe continued support from a
number of conservative members and conservative groups.”

One of these areas of concern is the concept of "harm reduction,” a strategy that acknowledges that some
people will engage in high-risk behaviors such as commercial sex work and injection drug use and altempis lo
make those actions less dangerous.

Harm reduction was also among the language (hal the UNODC saw fit to remove from its documents after the
November meeling with the Bureau for International and Law Enforcement Affairs.

http:/fwww.1psnews.net/print.asp?idnews=27703 3/9/2005
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A 1997 sludy of 81 cities in the British medical journal, the Lancel, found that HIV infection rates among
intravenous drug users rose by nearly six percent a year in cities wilhout needle exchange programmes, while
infection rates decreased by nearly the same magnitude in cities with needle exchange programmes.

"In total, seven government-funded reports between 1991 and 1997 found that syringe exchange reduced HIV
transmission without increasing drug use,” according to a Seplember 2003 report from Human Rights Watch on
HiV prevention for injection drug users. '

"As of a 2001 review of syringe exchange research, no established medical, scientific or legal body to study the
issue had concluded otherwise.”

The report also found that while injection drug use accounts for jusi 36 percent of AIDS cases in the United
Stales, it is estimated to have caused 80 percent of infeclions in Russia, whose infection rates have surpassed
North America's.

It also has caused the majority of HIV cases in China, Iran, Afghanisian, Nepal, the Ballic States and alt of
Central Asia, as well as much of Southeast Asia and South America.

"The fastest growing epidemics in the world are being driven by injection-drug use, and provision of sterile
injection equipment is among the most imporiant, proven strategies to contain them,"” said Kasia Malinowska-
Sempruch of the Open Society Institute, another of the lelter’s signatories.

"It is reprehensible that the United States would try to compel the United Nations to keep silent about one of the
best studied and mosi effeclive HIV prevenlion measures.”

Pres. Bush asked Congress for 3.2 billion dollars to fund intemational HIV programmes in fiscal 2006. While
most of the money is allocated to the U.S. Agency for International Development and the Dept. of Health and
Human Services, it is unclear how much has been earmarked for the UNODC.,

Meanwhile, Washington is also requiring that U.S. HIV/AIDS organisations seeking funding to provide services
in other couniries make a pledge opposing commercial sex work.

Under the new policy, even groups whose HIV/AIDS work in other countries has "nothing to do" with commercial
sex workers must submit a written pledge opposing commercial sex work or risk losing federal funding,
according to the Wall Street Journal.

The directive stems from two laws on HIV/AIDS funding and sex trafficking passed in 2003, and a measure
included as an amendment o the 15-billion-dellar President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Reltef, which bars
funding for any group that does not have a policy "explicitly opposing prostitution and sex trafficking”.

Although Justice Department lawyers initially took the position that the requirement should be applied only to
overseas groups because of constitutional free speech concerns relating to domestic organisations, the Journal
reports thal the agency reversed itself last year and said that the administration could apply lhe ruie to U.S.
groups. (END/2005)

Home Page | Global affairs | Africa| Asia-Pacific | Caribhean | Europe | Latin America | Middle East |
North America [ Environment | Development | Human Rights | Columns | Culture | Subscription |
Reprint] AbautIPS
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Top News By Louis Charbonneau

» Iraq Police Find 41 \ . P
Bodies; Minister VIENNA (Reuters) - American opposition o injeclion
Attacked rooms and needle exchange for intravenous drug

» Lebanon Assembly users is not undermining the fight against HIV/AIDS
Nominates Pro-Syrian and olher diseases which can be spread by dirty
Karami as PM needles, a U.S. official said on Monday.

» Bush: Allies Weigh
Further Action AQainst  The go-called harm reduction programs are aimed

Syria at stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS and other blood- [
' " MORE » borne infections by ensuring that intravenous drug
addicts have sterile equipment for the injection of
narcolics.

Bul crifics say they amount to condoning illegal drug use.

John P. Walters, director of United States National Drug Control Policy, said in a speech at this year's annual session
based U.N, Office on Drugs and Crimes that the majority of the international community oppesed injection rooms and
"appeasement” programs.

He rejecled the idea that opposition to such programs is "somehow an impediment to efforts addressing another glob
spread of HIV/AIDS and other blood-borne pathogens such as Hepalilis C.

"“This charge is wrong. The conventions {opposing such programs} are a bulwark against the public health tragedy of
diseases and the public health tragedy of drug use and addiclion," Wallers said.

Human Righls Walch, a non-governmental human rights watchdog, said in a statement on its Web Site that of the ap|
million new HIV infeclions in 2004, an estimated 10 percent siemmed from injection drug use.

"In some countries, such as Russia, injection drug use accounts for up to 75 percent of reported HIV cases," HRW sa
among injeclion drug users is spread chiefly through the sharing of blood-contaminated syringes," it said.

But Walters said it was drug use itself that was behind the danger of HIV and other infections -- not the lack of injectic
such programs.

"Continued drug use is a fundamental cause of the dangers we face from blood-borne diseases," he said, adding the
commitment to fighting HIV/AIDS and other bBlood-borne diseases was "unmatched in the world community.”

Walters said that it was not only infravenous drug users who spread HIV and other diseases. He said the high-risk be
narcolics users in general was a danger factor.

& Reulers 2003, All Righis Reserved.
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Health: U.S. Defends Opposition to Addict
Injection Rooms

24 Hours,45 minutes Ago

[Health News]: VIENNA : American cpposition to injection rooms and
needle exchange for intravenous drug users is not undermining the fight
against HIV/AIDS and other diseases which can be spread by dirty

needles, a U.S. official said on Monday. Get the next generation
The so-called harm reduction programs are aimed at stopping the spread

of HIV/AIDS and other blood-borne Infections by ensuring that They're F .
intravenous drug addicts have sterile equipment for the injection of :

narcotics.

But critics say they amount to condoning lllegal drug use.

John P. Walters, director of United States National Drug Control Policy, said in a
speech at this year's annual session of the Vienna-based U.N. Office on Drugs and
Crimes that the majority of the international community oppaosed injectton rocoms
and similar narcotics "appeasement" programs.

Announcement

Click Here for India - Pakistan Cricket Live Scores

He rejected the idea that opposition to such programs is "somehow an impediment
to efforts addressing another global crisis, the spread of HIV/AIDS and other blood-
borne pathogens such as Hepatitis C.

"This charge is wrong. The conventions {opposing such programs) are a bulwark
against the public health tragedy of blocd-borne diseases and the public health
tragedy of drug use and addiction," Walters said.

Hu ights Watch, a non-governmental human rights watchdog, said in a
statement on its Web Site that of the approximately five million new HIV infections
in 2004, an estimated 10 percent stemmed from injection drug use. — - e

| MAR APR HMAY JUN

"In some countries, such as Russia, injection drug use accounts for up to 75
percent of reported HIV cases," HRW sald. "HIV/AIDS among injection drug users is D|9|+a| Caley‘
spread chiefly through the sharing of blood-contarninated syringes," it sald.
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But Walters said it was drug use itself that was behind the danger of HIV and other
infections -- not the lack of injection rooms or other such programs.

"Continued drug use 1s a fundamental cause of the dangers we face from blocd- Get the next generatfon !

borne diseases," he said, adding the United States commitment to fighting
HIV/AIDS and other blood-borne diseases was "unmatched In the world
community."

Walters said that it was not only intravenous drug users who spread HIV and other
diseases. He said the high-risk behavicr of narcotics users in general was a danger
factor.
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U.S. Defends Opposition to Addict Injection Rooms

Reuters

Mar. 7, 2005 - American opposition to injection rooms and needle exchange for intravenous drug users
is not undermining the fight against HIV/AIDS and other diseases that can be spread by dirty needles, a
U.S. official said Monday.

The so-called harm reduction programs are aimed at stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS and other blood-
borne infections by ensuring that intravenous drug addicts have sterile equipment for the injection of
narcotics.

But critics say they amount to condoning illegal drug use.

John P. Walters, director of United States National Drug Control Policy, said in a speech at this year's
annual session of the Vienna-based U.N. Office on Drugs and Crimes that the majority of the
international community opposed injection rooms and similar narcotics "appeasement” programs.

He rejected the idea that opposition to such programs is "somehow an impediment to efforts addressing
another global crisis, the spread of HIV/AIDS and other blood-bormne pathogens such as Hepatitis C.

"This charge is wrong. The conventions (opposing such programs) are a bulwark against the public
health tragedy of blood-borne diseases and the public health tragedy of drug use and addiction,” Walters
said.

Human Rights Watch, a non-governmental human rights watchdog, said in a statement on its Web Site
that of the approximately five million new HIV infections in 2004, an estimated 10 percent stemmed
from injection drug use.

"In some countries, such as Russia, injection drug use accounts for up to 75 percent of reported HIV
cases,” HRW said. "HIV/AIDS among injection drug users is spread chiefly through the sharing of
blood-contaminated syringes,” it said.

But Walters said it was drug use itself that was behind the danger of HIV and other infections -- not the
lack of injection rooms or other such programs.

"Continued drug use is a fundamental cause of the dangers we face from blood-bome diseases,” he said,
adding the United States commitment to fighting HIV/AIDS and other blood-bome discases was

"unmatched in the world community."

Walters said that it was not only intravenous drug users who spread HIV and other diseases. He said the
high-risk behavior of narcotics users in general was a danger factor.

Copyright 2005 Reuters News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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U.S. Defends Opposition to Addict Injection Rooms REUTERS

Mon Mar 7, 3125 PMET

By Louis Charbonneau

VIENNA (Reuters) - American opposition to injection rcoms and needle exchange for intravenous drug users is not
undermining the fight against HIV (news - web sitesYAIDS {news - web sites) and olher diseases that can be
spread by dirty needles, a U.S. official said Monday.

Yahoo! Health The so-called harm reduclion programs are aimed at stopping lhe spread of HIV/AIDS
and cther blood-borne infeclions by ensuring that intravenous drug addicls have sterile

Have questions  equipment for the injection of narcotics.
about your health?

Find answers here. g, +itics say (hey amount to condoning illegal drug use.

John P. Walters, director of United States National Drug Control Policy, said in a
speech at this year's annual session of the Vienna-based U.N. Office on Drugs and
Crimes that the majority of the international community opposed injection rooms and
similar narcotics "appeasement” programs.

He rejected the idea that opposilion to such pregrams is "somehow an impediment to efforts addressing another
global crisis, the spread of HIV/AIDS and other blood-borne pathogens such as Hepatitis C.

"This charge is wrong. The conventions (opposing such programs} are a bulwark against the public health tragedy
of blood-borne diseases and the public health tragedy of drug use and addiction," Walters said.

Human Rights Walch. a nen-governmental human rights watchdog, said in a statement on its Web Site that of the
approximately five million new HIV infections in 2004, an estimated 10 percent stemmed from injeclion drug use.

"In some counlries, such as Russia, injection drug use accounts for up to 75 percent of reporled HIV cases,”
HRW said. "HIV/AIDS among injection drug users is spread chiefly through the sharing of blood-contaminated
syringes,” it said.

But Wallers said it was drug use ilself that was behind the danger of HIV and other infections — not the lack of
injection rooms or olher such programs.

"Continued drug use is a fundamental cause of the dangers we face from blood-borne diseases,” he said, adding
the United States commitment to fighting HIV/AIDS and other blood-borne diseases was “unmatched in the world
community."

Walters said that it was not only intravenous drug users who spread HIV and other diseases. He said the high-risk
behavior of narcotics users in general was a danger factor.
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» Magazines VIENNA, Austria (AP} — A United Nations group began reviewing and analyzing
» Services international drug policy Monday, meeting amid concems that increased opium
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The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the U.N. policy-making body on drug-related
matlers, analyzes the world drug situation and develops proposals aimed at solving the
global drug problem.

Its 48th session, which began Monday and is set to last for a week, comes after a
dramatic increase of drug cultivation in Afghanistan.

o Drug produclion and trafficking has become such a severe problem in Afghanistan that it
Sponsqr Links threatens to undermine the country's stability, the Inlemational Narcotics Control Board
Your Ad Here warned in a report last week. The board, an independent body, is in charge of
Get the audlence monitoring implementation of international drug treaties.

you wankt. Now.

A vyearly UN. survey found that in 2004, cultivation of opium poppies in Afghanistan

Your Ad Here rose 64 percenl over lhe previous year, to 131,000 hectares (324,000 acras}.

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, which is part of the Vienna-based U.N, Office for
Drugs and Crime, also will debate on how to combine the battle againsl drug abuse with
efforts to prevent the spread of HIV and other blood-borne diseases.

AIDS groups, human rights groups, researchers and policy analysts from 56 countries
urged the commission in an open letter {o "support syringe exchange, opiate substitution
trealment and other harm-reduction approaches demonstrated to reduce HIV risk."

The letter, distributed by the New York-hased Human Rights Watch, accused the Uniled
Slates of exerling pressure on lhe U.N. drug agency to stop supporling programs that
provide drug abusers with clean needles.

hitp://www.officer.com/article/article.jsp?id=22105&siteSection=1 3/8/2005
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Global drug policy must address spread of HIV because of drug injection, U.N. official says

By SUSANNA LOOF

Associated Press Writer

561 words

7 March 2005

11:28 .
Assoclated Press Newswires ..
English wt ..
{c) 2005. The Assoclated Press. All Rights Reserved.

VIENNA, Austria (AP) - Global drug policy must address the spread of HIV because of drug Injectlon, drug-related trafflc accldents
and the growing social acceptance among youth toward deing drugs at rave partles, the head of the U.N. drug agency sald
Monday.

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the U.N. policy-making body on drug-related matters, began a weeklong meeting to
review and analyze international drug policy.

"Governments ¢an, and must, ensure both drug control and HIV prevention," sald Antonlo Maria Costa, the head of the U.N.
Cfflce on Drugs and Crime.

His agency views needle exchanges, where drug abusers can get clean needles, as appropriate as long as they are part of a
comprehenslve strategy to battle the overall drug problem, he sald.

Needle exchanges have been controversial. Suppaorters say they are cruclal to reln In HIV, which is spreading rapldly amaong drug-
addicts. Opponents argue they promote drug abuse and hence contradict Internattonal drug treatles.

"It depends on how it is done. If It Is a stand-alone Inltiative, not In a comprehensive process of drug control, It could be
perceived" as encouraging drug abuse, Costa told The Assoclated Press.

In a speech to the cammisslon, Costa said that "more resources should be Invested In drug control programs almed at checking 5
the spread of blood-borne diseases.”

"We must not deny these addicts any genulne opportunitles to remaln HIV negative,” he sald.

In an open letter sent to the commisslon ahead of the meeting, AIDS groups, human rights groups, researchers and policy
analysts from 56 countrles urged the commisslon to "support syringe exchange, oplate substliution treatment and other harm-
reduction approaches demonstrated to reduce HIV risk."

The letter, distributed by the New York-based Human Rights Watch, accused the Unlted States of exerting pressure on the U,N.
drug agency to stop supporting needle exchange programs.

Costa sald he had not been exposed to any such pressure, saying U.S. officlals had simply Informed him of thelr view.

U.S. drug czar John Walters, who Is particlpating in the commission meeting, sald he did not vlew the ongoing candld debate
about policy as pressure.

"Those who suggest that candor is a kind of IntimIdation I think want to sllence debate and discussion,” he told a news
conference.

Costa also urged countries to Intensify roadslde drug testing, which he argued had a deterrent effect. Drug pollcy makers also

http://global.factiva.com/en/arch/print_results.asp 3/21/2005



Print Results Page 2 of 2

must pay attention to raves, where drugs often are abused, he said.

"Young people argund the world who partlcipate in drug festivals are sending us a message," he sald. "It signals a new trend In
drug use; It Is a catalyst for drug-related tragedles.”

The global drug problem not only threatens people’s health, but also several countries' stabllity and development, Costa sald.

Last week, the International Narcotics Control Board warned that drug cultlvation and production in Afghanistan has become such
a severe problem that the country's stabllity Is at stake. But other countries also are at risk, Costa sald.

"Recent terrorist attacks, and thelr funding, have alerted us to the links between traffickers, syndlcates, Insurgencles and terror-
mongers," he satd. "This sinlster cartel has generated a new sense of urgency In drug control.”

7
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US under fire over needle exchanges for
AIDS prevention

VIENNA, March 8 (AFP)
Non-governmental organizaticns have charged at a UN meeting that US opposition to programs offering needle
exchanges to drug users to fight the spread of HIV/AIDS is threatening the lives of thousands.

In an open letter to a UN drug meeting that opened in Vienna Monday, the Human Rights Watch

group said the United Nations "under pressure from the United States, is being aske
withdraw support from proven HIV prevention strategies at precisely the moment when
increased commitment to measures such as syringe exchange and opiate substition treatment is
needed."

"The United States should be encouraging proven HIV prevention strategies, not attacking
them,” Human Rights Watch said in the letter, written in cooperation with 300 NGQO's from 56
countries,

"In most countries outside Africa, the largest number of new infections now occurs among
injection drug users,” the letter said.

"We must not deny these addicts any genuine opportunities to remain HIV negative," Antonio
Maria Costa, head of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) told in Vienna on Monday the
48th session of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND).

Costa said that contaminated syringes were a major source of transmission of the HIV virus and
other diseases including hepatitis, especially among drug users whose capacity for rational
thought was diminished.

"We reject the false dichotomy that either drug control prevails, with no consideration for HIV,
or that HIV prevention prevails with no consideration for drug abuse,” he added.

John Walters, director of the US Office of National drug control policy disagreed, telling
reporters at the commission session that the United States remamed ‘concerned about the global
danger of HIV/aids transmission.”

"The single greatest way of preventing the spread of HIV/aids through drug users is taking those
addicted and get them to recover," Walters said.

The United States thinks the UN body "should not be involved with needle exchange because this
is promoting drug use," said an unnamed US government official.

http://www tdg.ch/tghome/tgnews.detailcateg. Y WZwLmNvbToyMDATMDMwODowNTA... 3/8/2005
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But Walters said that the points of agreement in the fight against drug abuse outweighed the
differences, saying "there has been a kind of caricature” of the two sides’ positions.

But the influential US newspaper, the New York Times, pointed to stark differences of opinion
when it said in an editorial last week that "Washington's antipathy toward needle exchanges is a
triumph of ideclogy over science, logic and compassion.”

The Times said such exchanges were "a proven weapons against AIDS transmission" and that the
US government's blocking money for such programs as it does for abortion programs, "would be
an even more deadly mistake.”

Jane Francis, a spokeswoman for the Council of Senlis think tank said "forced abstinence does
not work if the drug addicts are not ready to stop.”

"Needle exchange is the blggest life saver," she said, adding that the idea that "AIDS is gettmg
spread through drug users" was "totally ridiculous." .

Costa had said in a letter sent in November to the US State Department that the controversy over
US objections to needle exchanges "continue to place... (Costa's office) in a difficult position,”
according to a copy of the letter obtained by AFP.

Costa said the United Nations does not "endorse needle exchanges as a solution for drug abuse
nor support public statements advocating such practices” and feels such "prophylactic measures
to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS should be undertaken only within the overall effort to reduce
druge abuse,” the letter said.

© AFP Agence France-Presse
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In an open letter to a UN drug meeting that opened in Vienna Monday, the
Human Rights Watch group said the United Nations "under pressure from
the United States, is being asked to withdraw support from proven HIV
prevention strategies at precisely the moment when increased commitment
to measures such as syringe exchange and opiate substition treatment is
needed."

"The United States should be encouraging proven HIV prevention strategies,
not attacking them," Human Rights Watch said in the [etter, written in
cooperation with 300 NGO's from 56 countries.

"In most countries outside Africa, the largest number of new infections now
occurs among injection drug users," the letter said.

"We must not deny these addicts any genuine opportunities to remain HIV
negative," Antonio Maria Costa, head of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) told in Vienna on Monday the 48th session of the UN Commission on
Narcotic Drugs (CND).

Costa said that contaminated syringes were a major source of transmission of
the HIV virus and other diseases including hepatitis, especially among drug
users whose capacity for rational thought was diminished.

"We reject the false dichotomy that either drug control prevails, with no
consideration for HIV, or that HIV prevention prevails with no consideration
for drug abuse," he added.

John Walters, director of the US Office of National drug control policy
disagreed, telling reporters at the commission session that the United States
remained "concerned about the global danger of HIV/aids transmission.”

"The single greatest way of preventing the spread of HIV/aids through drug
users is taking those addicted and get them to recover," Walters said.
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Math

A red AIDS ribbon is emblazoned on the United Nations headquarters
AFP/Flle

The United States thinks the UN body "should not be involved with needle s N
exchange because this is promoting drug use,” said an unnamed US f

government official. Math
But Walters said that the points of agreement in the fight against drug abuse

outweighed the differences, saying "there has been a kind of caricature" of the .DESIQHEFZ.COIH
two sides’ positions.

But the influential US newspaper, the New York Times, pointed to stark
differences of opinion when it said in an editorial last week that "Washington's
antipathy toward needle exchanges is a triumph of ideology over science,
logic and compassion.”

The Times said such exchanges were "a proven weapons against AIDS
transmission"” and that the US government's blocking money for such
programs as it does for abortion programs, "would be an even more deadly
mistake."

Jane Francis, a spokeswoman for the Council of Senlis think tank said "forced
abstinence dees not work if the drug addicts are not ready to stop."

"Needle exchange is the biggest life saver," she said, adding that the idea that
"AIDS is getting spread through drug users" was "totally ridiculous.”

Costa had said in a letter sent in November to the US State Department that

the controversy over US objections to needle exchanges "continue to
place... {Costa's office) in a difficult position," according to a copy of the letter

hitp://us-politics.news.designerz.com/us-under-fire-over-needle-exchanges-for-aids-preventi... 3/9/2005
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obtained by AFP.

Costa said the United Nations does not "endorse needle exchanges as a
solution for drug abuse nor support public statements advocating such
practices" and feels such "prophylactic measures to prevent the spread of
HIV/AIDS should be undertaken only within the overall effort to reduce druge
abuse," the letter said.

US under fire over needle exchanges for AIDS prevention

W Add to BlogLanes Blog (Free sign up)

Brought to you by

BINEWS

® AFP 2004 All Rights Reserved .Designerz.com
NEWS
CHANNELS
Arts | Business | Computers [ Education | Entertainment | Games | Health [ Home | Home A

i
et | News | People | Pets | Recreation | Reference | Science [ Shopping | Society |
Technology | World |

| Bt
Intern

INFORMATICN
PORTALS

March - March 9 Stories
All March 9 Stories Top Stories USA US Politics Eurgpe / UK International Business World Health H

Offbeat People Middle East Canada World Sports Sports Ericket Football Asia Pacific Asia Busines:

Archives : March February January December November

E-commerce

News © AFP 2005
© Designerz, L.L.C. 2004-2005

http://us-politics.news.designerz.com/us-under-fire-over-needle-exchanges-for-aids-preventi... 3/9/2005



US under fire over needle exchanges for AIDS prevention

JHolitical Batetray

Home News

Editorials

Special Coverage

Teacher Freaks Qut
2008 Presidential
Michael Jackson
Ward Churchill

News Menu

ont Page
News Digests
America At Warl
World News

Us Political
World Politics
Business

Most Popular

Editorials &
Qpinions

Op/Ed Home

Aaron _Margolis
Adolfo Jimenez
Andy Martin

Blog Bloke

Bud Beck

Dean Hartwel]
Jake Jones

Steve Bowers
Steve Horowitz
Willlam_N. Kilarjian

http://www .politicalgateway.com/news/read.html?id=3143

854-946-1500

About
Library Links

Members
Login Join

Candidate
Login Jain

Mother
of All Blogs

Today's News Headlines

US under fire over needle exchanges for AIDS prevention

VIENNA, March 8 {AFP) - Non-governmental organizations have charged at a UN meeling
Lhat US opposilion lo programs offering needle exchanges to drug users to fight the spread of
HIV/AIDS is threatlening Lhe lives of thousands.

In an open letler lo a UN drug meeting that apened in Vienna Monday, lhe Hum_agﬂi_thi
Watch group said the United Nalions "under pressure from the United States, is being asked
to withdraw support from proven HIV prevention strategies at precisely the moment when
increased commitment to measures such as syringe exchange and opiale subslilion
treatment is needed."

“The United Slates should be encouraging praven HIV prevention strategies, not attacking
them,” Human Rights Watch said in the letler, writlen in cooperation with 300 NGO's from 56
countries,

"In most countries oulside Africa, the largest number of new infections now occurs among
injection drug users,” the letler said.

"We must not deny these addicts any genuine opportunities to remain HIV negative," Antonio
Maria Costa, head of the UN QOfiice on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) told in Vienna on Monday
the 48th session of the UN Commission on Narcolic Drugs (CND).

Cosla said that contaminated syringes were a major source of transmission of the HIV virus
and other diseases including hepatilis, especially among drug users whose capacity for
rational thought was diminished.

"We reject the false dichotomy that either drug control prevails, with no consideration for HIV,
or that HIV prevention prevails with no consideration for drug abuse,” he added.

John Walters, direclor of lhe US Office of National drug control policy disagreed, telling
reporters at the commission session that the United States remained "concerned about the
global danger of HIV/aids transmission."

"The single greatest way of preventing lhe spread of HIV/aids through drug users is 1aking
those addicted and get them to recover,” Wallers said.

The United States thinks the UN body "should not be involved with needle exchange because
this is promoting drug use,” said an unnamed US government official,

But Walters said that the points of agreement in the fight against drug abuse outweighed the
differences, saying "there has been a kind of caricature” of the two sides’ posilions.

But the influential US newspaper, the New York Times, pointed to stark differences of opinion
when it said in an editorial last week that "“Washinglon's antipathy toward needle exchanges is
a lIriumph of ideology over science, logic and compassion."

The Times said such exchanges were "a proven weapons against AIDS transmission" and
that the US government's blocking money for such programs as it does for abartion programs,
"would be an even more deadly mistake."

Jane Francis, a spokeswoman for the Council of Senlis think tank said "forced abstinence
does not work il the drug addicts are not ready to stop."

"Needle exchange is the biggest life saver," she said, adding that the idea that "AIDS is
getling spread through drug users” was "totally ridiculous.”
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US under fire over needle exchanges for AIDS prevention

Tue Mar 8,121 PMET

VIENNA (AFP} - Non-governmental organizalions have charged al a UN meeting US opposilion to programs
offering needle exchanges to drug users lo fight ihe spread of HIV (news - web sites)/AIDS (news - web siles) is
threatening the lives of thousands.

In an open lelter o a UN drug meeting thal opened in Vienna Monday, the Human
Righls Watch group said the United Nations (news - web sites) "under pr‘essmm)m
the United States, is being asked to withdraw support from proven HIV prevention
strategies at precisely the moment when increased commitment to measures such as
syringe exchange and opiate substition treatment is needed.”

AFP{File Photo

The United States should be encouraging proven HIV prevention strategies, not
allacking themn," Hurnan Rights Waltch said in the letter, written in cooperation with 300
Yahool! Health NGO's from 56 countries.
Have questions
about your health? "In most countries outside Africa, the largest number of new infections now occurs
Find answers here. among injection drug users,” the lelter said.
' "We must not deny these addicts any genuine opportunilies lo remain HIV negative,"

' Antonic Maria Cosla, head of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) told in
Vienna on Monday the 481h session of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND).

Costa said that contaminated syringes were a major source of transmission of the HIV virus (news - web sites)
and other diseases including hepatilis, especially among drug users whose capacily for ralional thoughl was
diminished.

"We reject lhe false dichotomy that either drug control prevails, with no consideralion for HIV, or that HIV
prevention prevails with no consideration for drug abuse," he added.

John Walters, director of the US Office of National drug conlrol policy disagreed, telling reporters at the
commission session that the United States remained "concerned about the global danger of HlV/aids
transmission.”

"The single greatest way of preventing the spread of HIV/aids through drug users is taking those addicted and get
them to recover,” Walters said.

The United States thinks the UN body "should not be involved with needle exchange because this is promoting
drug use,” said an unnamed US government official.

But Wallers said lhat the points of agreement in the fight against drug abuse outweighed the differences, saying
"lhere has been a kind of caricature” of the two sides' positions.

But the influential US newspaper, the New York Times, pointed to stark differences of opinion when it said in an
editorial last week that "Washinglon's anlipathy toward needle exchanges is a triurnph of ideology over science,
logic and compassion.”
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The Times said such exchanges were "a proven weapons against AIDS lransmission” and that the US
government's blocking money for such programs as it does for abortion programs, "would be an even more
deadly mistake."

Jane Francis, a spokeswaoman for the Council of Senlis think tank said "forced abstinence does not work if the
drug addicts are not ready to stop.”

"Needle exchange is the biggest life saver," she said, adding that the idea that "AIDS is gelling spread through
drug users” was "lotally ridiculous.”

Costa had said in a letter sent in November to the US State Department that the conlroversy over US objections
to needle exchanges "continue to place... {Coslta's office} in a difficult position," according 1o a copy of the letter
obtained by AFP.

Costa said the United Nations does not "endorse needle exchanges as a solution for drug abuse nor support
public statements advocating such practices” and feels such "prophylaclic measures to prevent the spread of
HIVIAIDS should be undertaken only within the overall effort lo reduce druge abuse,” the letter said.
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VIENNA (AFP)

Tuesday March 08, 2005

The United Nations and the United States were in disagreement over the
practice of offering needle exchanges to intravenous drug users In a bid
to tackle the spread of HIV/AIDS.

A woman waits for a subway train in front of a poster to promote AIDS awareness
AFR/File
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"We must not deny these addicts any genuine cpportunities to remain HIV
negative," argued Antonio Maria Costa, head of the UN Office on Drugs and

Crime.

Opening the 48th session of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND}),
Costa said that contaminated needles were a major source of transmission of
the MIV virus and other diseases including hepatitis, especially among drug
users whose capacity for rational thought was diminished.

"We reject the false dichotomy that either drug control prevails, with no
consideration for HIV, or that HIV prevention prevails with no consideration
for drug abuse," he added.

John Walters, director of the US Office of National drug control policy
disagreed, but said that the points of agreement in the fight against drug abuse
outweighed the differences.

"We are concerned about the global danger of HIV/aids transmission... the
single greatest way of preventing the spread of HIV/aids through drug users is
taking those addicted and get them to recover," he said.

The US government was reproached by the Human Rights Watch and other
associations last week for reducing the UN drugs body 0 "sterice" over the

issue.

The US thinks the UN body "should not be involved with needle exchange
because this is promoting drug use,"” said an unnamed US government official.

US, UN disagreement over needle exchange for AIDS prevention
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FortWaynescom

Posted on Wed, Mar. 09, 2005

Clean needles save lives

Knight Ridder/Tribune News Service
(KRT} - The following editorial appeared in the Chicago Tribune on Tuesday, Mafch B:
XXX

Clean-needle pragrams have been shown to be effective in controlling the spread of HIV, hepatitis and other diseases by
protecting intravencus drug addicts from contaminated syringes.

And yet, resistance in Washington to such efforts has been strong. Congress prohibited the use of federal funds for such
programs unless they were found effective by the Department of Health and Hurnan Services. Former President Bill
Clinton declined to lift that ban, even though his HHS secretary made such a finding. President Bush has made no move
to lift the ban.

And now some in Congress want to cut off American support for international organizations that provide clean-needle
exchanges. Given the reach of U.5. efforts on AIDS, for this country to stop funding organizations that provide needle
exchanges would be a blow to worldwide efforts to contain the epidemic.

Theough Bush's AIDS program is concentrated in Africa, where the virus spreads mostly through sexual contact, AIDS
also is ravaging parts of Eastern Europe, Russia, Central Asia and China. There, 50 percent to B0 percent of the people
infected by HIV are drug addicts.

Clean-needle or needle-exchange programs are admittedly an imperfect solution. They don't cure addiction, and
narcotics destroy addicts' bodies and minds. But clean needles lessen the chances of addicts contracting AIDS and
infecting their sexual partners and their unborn children. Most important, clean needles offer the hope of breaking the
chain of contagion.

Rep. Mark Souder, R-Ind., is leading the effort to restrict U.S. funding for international groups that, an aide says,
"distribute paraphernalia for the consumption of illegal drugs." Souder would direct funds only te preventicn and drug
rehabilitation efforts.

It's not hard to understand the position of opponents - they object to the government providing the means for addicts to
feed their habits. Many studies, though, have found that needle-exchange programs help to reduce HIV infecticns and
intravenous drug use.

Souder cites a study of a needle-exchange program in Vancouver that, according to his spokesman, demonstrated the
"HIV and hepatitis epidemics exploded in the aftermath of the introduction of needle-exchange programs, as did the drug
epidemic.” '

But the doctors who conducted the Vancouver study wrote, in an April letter to the director of the National Institutes of
Health, that Souder’s interpretation of the data was incorrect. "For Mr. Souder to take the Vancouver data out of context,
is selective and self-serving,” they wrote.

Medical and legal groups from the American Public Health Assaciation to the American Bar Association have strongly
endorsed needle-exchange programs. They are an essential item to fight the spread of AIDS here and abroad,

© 2005, Chicago Tribune.
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AIDS experts want drug addicts to have better access to clean needles
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VIENNA, Austria (AP) - Thousands of lives could be saved If more drug users had access to clean needles,
reducing the risk of HIV Infections, several AIDS experts sald Thursday.

The use of dirty needles by Intravenous drug users accounts for about 10 percent of all new HIV Infections,
according to the World Health Crganization.

Such Infectlons could be prevented if needle exchanges and other so-called "harm reductlon” strategles were
implemented universally, said Joanne Csete, the executive director of the Canadlan HIV AIDS Legal Network.

But such methods remain controversial, with opponents, including the United States, argulng that they
encourage drug use. Supporters say they are the only possibility to rein in transmission of blood-borne diseases

among addicts.

"Not every drug user can, in the near term or even in the long term, glve up drugs," Csete said in an interview.
"It's in the nature of the addiction.”

At a briefing held on the sidelines of a meeting of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the U.N. policy making
body on drug issues, Csete called on policy makers to review research by WHO and others that he says
demonstrates how effectlve needle-exchanges can be In stopping HIV.

"How many milliens of drug users will die or get very sick before HIV and AIDS among drug users” becomes a
priority? she asked.

She argued that the commission, which on Monday began a weeklong meeting to revlew and analyze global
drug pollcy, was “too timid In Its support for drug users' rights to protect themselves from HIV."

In Brazll, needle exchanges have proven effective, sald Cristina Pimenta, the chief of HIV/AIDS preventlon In the
National AIDS Program. In 1995, a quarter of all new HIV cases in Brazil had been transmitted through Injection
of drugs. That share fell to 13 percent In 2004,

"This decrease Is directly related to harm reductlon measures Implemented during that period,” she sald.

She also dismissed critics' claims that needle exchanges would promote drug use, saylng that "the Brazllian
pelley does not support or stimulate drug use In any way."

The Commisslon on Narcotic Drugs s part of the Vienna-based U.N. Office en Drugs and Crime, and It's director,
Antonio Maria Costa, told a news conference earller in the week that needle exchanges were appropriate as long
as they were part of a comprehenslve strategy to tackle the drug problem.

Jonathan Cohen, an HIV/AIDS researchers with the New York-based Human Rights Watch, said the commission

htin://elobal factiva.com/en/arch/nrint results.asp 412972005
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and the U.N. drug agency ocught to take a stronger stand In suppert of harm reduction measures such as needle
exchanges.

"There's still a lot of progress to be made," he sald.
7
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canada.com News

AIDS experts want drug addicts to have better access to clean
needles

Susanna Loof
Canadian Press

March 11, 2005

VIENNA, Austria (AP) - Thousands of lives could be saved if more drug users had access to clean needles,
reducing the risk of HIV infections, several AIDS experts said Thursday.

The use of dirty needles by intravenous drug users accounts for about 10 per cent of all new HIV
infections, according to the World Health Organization.

Such infections could be prevented if needle exchanges and other so-called "harm reduction" strategies
were implemented universally, said Joanne Csete, executive director of the Canadian HIV AIDS Legal
MNetwork.

But such methods remain controversial, with oppenents, including the United States, arguing that they
encourage drug use. Supporters say they are the only possibility to rein in transmission of blood-borne
diseases among addicts.

"Not every drug user can, in the near term or even in the long term, give up drugs," Csete said in an
interview. "It's in the nature of the addiction.”

At a briefing held on the sidelines of a meeting of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the UN policy making
body on drug issues, Csete called on policy makers to review research by WHO and others that she says
demonstrates how effective needle-exchanges can be in stopping HIV.

"How many millions of drug users will die or get very sick before HIV and AIDS among drug users”
becomes a priority? she asked.

She argued that the commission, which on Monday began a weeklong meeting to review and analyse
global drug policy, was "teo timid in its support for drug users' rights to protect themselves from HIV."

In Brazil, needle exchanges have proven effective, said Cristina Pimenta, the chief of HIV/AIDS prevention
in the National AIDS Program. In 1995, a quarter of all new HIV cases in Brazil had been transmitted
through injection of drugs. That share fell to 13 per cent in 2004,

"This decrease is directly related to harm reduction measures implemented during that period," she said.

She also dismissed critics’ claims that needle exchanges would promote drug use, saying that "the
Brazilian policy does not support or stimulate drug use in any way."

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs is part of the Vienna-based UN Office on Drugs and Crime, and it's
director, Antonio Maria Costa, told a news conference earlier in the week that needle exchanges were
appropriate as long as they were part of a comprehensive strategy to tackle the drug problem.

Jonathan Cechen, an HIV/AIDS researchers with the New York-based Human Rights Watch, said the
commission and the UN drug agency ought to take a stronger stand in support of harm reductmn
measures such as needle exchanges.

http://www.canada.com/components/printstory/printstory4.aspx?id=d1651d17-c085-4¢8¢c-... 3/11/2005
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"There's still a lot of progress to be made,” he said.
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U.S. Gag on Needle Exchange Harms U.N. AIDS Efforts Before U.N.
Narcotics Meeting, Groups in 56 Countries Assail U.S. Tactics

NEW YORK, NY -- March 2 -- U.S. efforts to force the United Nations to withdraw suppaort for needle
exchange programs endanger global efforts to prevent lhe spread of HIV, a group of AIDS
organizations, human rights groups, scientific researchers, and policy analysts from 56 countries
said today. The mged‘the‘ﬁlmted Nations to stand firm at a crucial international policy
meeling on narcotic drugs 1o be held nexl week in Vienna.

"Silencing the U.N. on needle exchange is deadly diplomacy," said Jonathan Cohen of Human
Rights - Program, one of the signatories of an opén lelter released loday lo urge
delegales of lhe U.N. Commission on Narcotic Drugs nol to capitulate fo U.S. pressure. "The United
States should be encouraging proven HIV prevention strategies, not attacking them."

The U.S., which is the only couniry in the world lo explicilly ban use of federal funds for needle
exchange, has recently intensified pressure on the United Nations to stop promotion of this HIV-
prevention strategy. Following a meeting with an assistant secrelary in the U.S. Stale Department
last Novernber, the head of the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC) promised in a widely circulated letter to be “even maore vigilanl" in reviewing all eleclronic
and printed documents for references to "harm reduclion," a lerm used for syringe exchange and
other measures that seek to protect the health of drug users. A senior staff member at UNODC later
emailed other employees to "ensure that references to harm reduction and needle/syringe exchange
are avoided in UNODC documents, publications and statements.”

UNODC is lhe current chair of the joint U.N. Program on HIV/AIDS, a fact that critics say makes the
U.S. pressure on UNODC parlicularly alarming.

"The fastest growing epidemics in the world are being driven by injection-drug use, and provision of
sterile infection eguipment is among the most important, proven slrategies to conlain them," said
Kasia Malinowska-Sempruch of the Cpen Sociely Institule, another of the letter's signalories. "ltis
reprehensible that (he U.S. would try to compel the U.N. to keep silent about one of the best studied
and mosi effective HIV prevention measures.”

Injection-drug use accounts for the majority of HIV cases in China, [ran, Afghanistan, Nepal, the
Baltic states, and all of Central Asia, as well as much of Scutheast Asia and South America. in
Russia, where there are now more cases of HIV lhan in North America, as many as 80% of
infections are allributed to injection drug use.

Syringe exchange has been endorsed as an effeclive means of HIV-prevention by leading scientific,

public health, and medical associations in the United States, including the American Medical
Assaciation, the American Public Heallh Association, and the National Academy of Sciences. The

http://www.commondreams.org/cgi-bin/newsprint.cgi?file=/news2005/0302-03.htm 3/9/2005
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World Health Organization has also endorsed syringe exchange. Opponents of syringe exchange
are among the same U.S. lawmakers who oppose sexually explicil HIV-prevention messages in
favor of unproven "abstinence only" approaches.

"Whether it's sex or drugs, the U.S. is exporting an abslinence-only agenda to countries hard hit by
HIV/AIDS," said Joanne Csete, executive director of the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network. "If
governmenls do not siand up to this bullying, millions will pay the price."

Human Rights Watch is an independent nongovernmenlal organizalion that monilors human righis
developments in mere than 60 countries worldwide. Hurman Rights Watch has issued numerous
reports on human rights abuses against injection drug users that increase their risk of HIV/AIDS,

The Open Society Institute aims to shape public policy to promote democratic governance, human
rights and economic, legal and social reform. On a local level, O8I implements a range of iniliatives
to support the rule of law, education, public heaith, and independent media. At the same time, O3l
works to build alliances across borders and continents on issues such as combating corruption and
righls abuses.

The Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network was founded in 1992 to promote the human rights of people
living with and vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, in Canada and internationally, (hrough research, legal and
policy analysis, education, advocacy, and communily mobilization. The Network is Canada's leading
advocacy organizalion for legal, ethical, and human rights issues raised by HIV/AIDS.

Open Leller lo lhe delegates of the Forty-eighth session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
(CND)

The following letter was endorsed by 334 organizations and individuals in 56 countries.
March 1, 2005

In a year when {he Uniled Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is chair of the governing
body of the UN's Joint Pregramme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), we write to express concern aboul U.S.
efforts to force a UNODC retreat from support of syringe exchange and other measures proven to
contain the spread of HIV among drug users. Injection drug use accounts for the majority of HIV
infections in dozens of countries in Asia and the former Soviet Union, including Russia, China, all of
Central Asia, and much of Southeast Asia. In mosl countries outside Africa, the largest number of
new infections now occurs among injection drug users. As UNODC director Antonio Maria Costa
noted al the July 2004 International AlDS Conference, effeclive responses to injection driven AIDS
epidemics require expanded HIV prevention, including syringe exchange, rather than policies that
accelerate HIV infections through widespread and indiscriminate imprisonment.

Unfortunately, recent events suggest that UNODC-under pressure from the United States-is being
asked to withdraw support from proven HIV prevention strategies at precisely the moment when
increased commitmenl to measures such as syringe exchange and opiate substitution treatment is
needed. Itis particularly alarming that the silencing of UNODC is occurring in a year when the
agency is chair of UNAIDS' Committee of Co-spensoring QOrganizations and in a year when HIV
prevention is a focus of thematic debate at the 48th meeting of the CND." Among the events that
have particularly heightened our concern are:

Mr. Costa, who last year expressed support for positive changes in lhe Russian criminal code,
expansion of syringe exchange in countries facing injection driven epidemics and other measures to
reduce drug-related harm, has apparently been rebuked by the U.S. State Department. Following a
meeting with Robert Charles, U.S. Assislanl Secretary for international Narcotics and Law
Enforcement Affairs, Mr. Costa pledged lo review all UNODC electronic and printed documents for
references lo “harm reduclion” and lo be "even more vigilant in the future."

In Southeast Asia, UNODC has suspended a program that sought reduce drug users' vulnerability to

HIV prevention through approaches that emphasized public health and drug users' human righis,
ralher than punishment.

http://www.commondreams.org/cgi-bin/newsprint.cgi?file=/mews2005/0302-03.htm 3/9/2005
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Even syringe exchange, affirmed as an effective and essential part of HIV prevention by UNAIDS,
WHO, and UN member nations, has become politically unpalatable. A November e-mail from a
senior UNODC staff member asked junior staff lo "to ensure that references to harm reduction and
needle/syringe exchange are avoided in UNODC documents, publications and statements.”

We recognize that UNODC is dependent on contributions from donor nations, and that the U.S. is
the single largest donor to UN drug control. At the same time, the lives of hundreds of thousands
depend on sound, scientific approaches to HIV prevention. Numerous studies, including U.S.
government studies, have found that strategies such as syringe exchange and methadone
maintenance demonstrably diminish HIV transmission and other health risks. The fact thal U.S.
delegates declare the evidence in support of syringe exchange "unconvincing,” as they did in last
year's CND session, should not be allowed to determine the course of the UN drug control and HIV
prevention efforts, which are inextricably and essentially linked. Nor should UNODC-a co-sponsor of
UNAIDS, and an agency with an essential role to play in the course of the HIV epidemic-be asked to
refrain from public statements about needle exchange simply because they do not fall within the
realm of what the U.S. deems acceptable.

Strategies thal allempt solely to achieve abstinence frem drug use do nol constilute an acceptable
alternative to programs, such as syringe exchange, that help active drug users protect themselves
from HIV/AIDS. Experience has shown that “zero tolerance" drug control efforts can have the effect
of driving injection drug users underground and away from drug treatment and olher health services.
This is particularly lrue where, as in many countries, counter-narcotics efforts lead to false arrest,
beatings and extortion by police, prolonged delention without trial, forced drug treatment,
disproportionate incarceration in cruel conditions and, in some cases, exlrajudicial execution.
Programs such as syringe exchange and opiate substitution, by contrast, both prevent HIV infection
and can provide a bridge lo other heaith services. Restricting these programs is a blatant
infringement of drug users' human right to health.

As you gather this year to debate HIV/AIDS prevention and drug abuse, we respectfully urge you to
support syringe exchange, opiate substitution treatment and other harm reduction approaches
demonstrated to reduce HIV risk; to affirm the human rights of drug users to heallh and health
services; and to reject efforls lo overrule science and tie the hands of those working on the front
lines. No less than the fulure of the HIV epidemic is at slake.

HH
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INDEPENDENT NEWS

US Silences UN on Needle Exchange

Thursday, 3 March 2005, 8:47 pm
Press Release; Human Rights Watch
U.S. Gag on Needle Exchange Harms U.N. AIDS Efforts

Before U.N. Narcotics Meeting, Groups in 56 Countries Assail U.S. Tactics

U.S. efforts to force the United Nations to withdraw support for needle exchange programs endanger global efforts to
prevent the spread of HIV, a group of AIDS organizations, human rights groups, scientific researchers and policy
analysts from 56 countries said today. The groups urged the United Nations to stand firm at a crucial interational
policy meeting on narcotic drugs to be held next week in Vienna.

“Silencing the United Nations on needle exchange is deadly diplomacy,” said Jonathan Cohen of Human Rights
Watch’s HIV/AIDS Program, one of the signatories of an open letter released today to urge delegates of the U.N.
Commission on Narcotic Drugs not to capitulate to U.S. pressure. “The United States should be encouraging proven
HIV prevention strategies, not attacking them.”

The United States, which is the only country in the world to explicitly ban use of federal funds for needle exchange, has
recently intensified pressure on the United Nations to stop promotion of this HIV-prevention strategy. Following a
meeting with an assistant secretary in the U.S. State Department last November, the head of the U.N. Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) promised in a widely circulated letter to be “even more vigilant” in reviewing all electronic and
printed documents for references to “harm reduction,” a term used for syringe exchange and other measures that seek to
protect the health of drug users. A senior staff member at UNODC later emailed other employees to “ensure that
references to harm reduction and needle/syringe exchange are avoided in UNODC documents, publications and

statements.”

UNODC is the current chair of the joint U.N. Program on HIV/AIDS, a fact that critics say makes the U.S. pressure on
UNODC particularly alarming. ‘

“The fastest growing epidemics in the world are being driven by injection-drug use, and provision of sterile injection
equipment is among the most important, proven strategies to contain them,” said Kasia Malinowska-Sempruch of the
Open Society Institute, another of the letter’s signatories. “It is reprehensible that the United States would try to compel
the United Nations to keep silent about one of the best studied and most effective HIV prevention measures.”

Injection-drug use accounts for the majority of HIV cases in China, Iran, Afghanistan, Nepal, the Baltic states, and all
of Central Asia, as well as much of Southeast Asia and South America. In Russia, where there are now more cases of
HIV than in North America, as many as 80% of infections are attributed to injection drug use.

Syringe exchange has been endorsed as an effective means of HIV-prevention by leading scientific, public health, and
medical associations in the United States, including the American Medical Association, the American Public Health
Association, and the National Academy of Sciences. The World Health Organization has also endorsed syringe
exchange. Opponents of syringe exchange are among the same U.S. lawmakers who oppose sexually explicit HIV-
prevention messages in favor of unproven “abstinence only” approaches.

htto://www.scoon.co.nz/stories/W00503/S00074.him ?mode=print 3/22/2005
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“Whether it’s sex or drugs, the United States is exporting an abstinence-only agenda to countries hard hit by
HIV/AIDS,” said Joanne Csete, executive director of the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network. “If governments do not

stand up to this bullying, millions will pay the price.”

Human Rights Watch is an independent nongovernmental organization that monitors human rights developments in
more than 60 countries worldwide. Human Rights Watch has issued numerous reports on human rights abuses against
injection drug users that increase their risk of HIV/AIDS.

The Open Society Institute aims to shape public policy to promote democratic governance, human rights and
economic, legal and social reform. On a local level, OS] implements a range of initiatives to support the rule of law,
education, public health, and independent media. At the same time, OSI works to build alliances across borders and
continents on issues such as combating corruption and rights abuses. '

The Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network was founded in 1992 to promote the human rights of people living with
and vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, in Canada and internationally, through research, legal and policy analysis, education,
advocacy, and community mobilization. The Network is Canada’s leading advocacy organization for legal, ethical, and
human rights issues raised by HIV/AIDS.
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US pressure for UN needle/syringe exchange u-turn ‘overrules science’,

campaigners say in open letter prior to Vienna drugs meeting

Edwin J. Bernard, Friday, March 04, 2005

An open letter signed by AIDS organisations, human rights groups, scientific researchers, policy
analysts, and influential individuals from 56 countries urges delegates at next week's meeling of the
United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna to stand up lo the US, which appears to have
recently pressured the influential UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNQDC) to reverse its support for
needle/syringe exchange and methadone programmes — known under the umbrella term of ‘harm
reduction’.

“As you gather lhis year to debate HIV/AIDS prevention and drug abuse, we respectfully urge you to
support syringe exchange, opiate substilution trealment and other harm reduction approaches
demonstrated to reduce HIV risk; to affirm the human rights of drug users to health and health services;
and to reject efforts to overrule science and tie the hands of those working on the front lines,” wrile the
letter's signatories, which include Human Rights Watch, lhe Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, the
Directorate-General for Justice, Freedom and Security at the European Commission, the National AIDS
Trust, AMFAR and former MP, Marjorie 'Mo' Mowlam, '

“No less than the future of the HIV epidemic is al stake," lhe lelter concludes.

The letter outlines how the United States — the only country in the world to explicilly ban use of federal
funds for needle/syringe exchange — has recently intensified pressure on the United Nations to do a u-
turn on its promotion of harm reduction strategies for injection drug users (IDUs).

Last year, the World Health Organisation, UNAIDS and the UNODC released joint statements
confirming their support for harm reduction for IDUs, including education, treatment and needle/syringe
exchange. However, following a meeting with Robert Charles, the head of the narcotics division of the
US Slate Department last November, UNODC executive director, Antonio Costa, wrote to Mr Charles
stating that "we neither endorse needle exchange as a solution for drug abuse, nor support public
statements advocating such practices.” He also promised to "review all statements... and will be even
more vigilant in the future." A senior staff member at UNODC later emailed other employees to "ensure
that references to harm reduction and needle/syringe exchange are avoided in UNODC documents,
publicalions and statements.”

The UN Office on Drugs and Crime, which counts the US as its biggest donor, is currently the chair of
the joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, which, according to Kasia Malinowska-Sempruch of
the Open Society Institute, another of the letter's signatories, makes the US pressure on the UNODC
“reprehensible.”

The letter points out that “injection drug use accounts for the majority of HIV infections in dozens of
countries in Asia and lhe former Soviet Union, including Russia, China, all of Central Asia, and much of
Southeast Asia. In most countries outside Africa, the largest number of new infections now occurs
among injection drug users.” It goes on to say that harm reduclion approaches are “affirmed as an
effective and essential part of HIV prevention by UNAIDS, WHO, and UN member nations,” and that, in
conirast to lhe US-led abstinence approach, “programs such as syringe exchange and opiate
substitution...both prevent HIV infection and can provide a bridge to other health services. Restricting

http://www.aidsmap.com/en/news/90B25DC8-895F-4D33-8EGC-8EEB14CB87D5.asp?typ...  3/9/2005
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these programs is a blatant infringement of drug users’ human right to health.”

The full text of the letter can be found at the Human Rights Watch website.
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Global Challenges
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From Needle-Exchange Programs

Page 1 of 2

More than 300 scientists, policy analysts, human rights and HIV/AIDS advocacy groups

and advocates from 56 countries on Tuesday signed an open letter urging delegates

attending next week's meeting of the U.N. Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna, Austria,
to "resist" U.S. pressure to withdraw from needle-exchange programs, Inter Press Service
reports (de la Torre, Inter Press Service, 3/2). Of "particular concern” for those who signed

the letter is 2 meeting reported to have taken place in November 2004 between Robert

Charles, chief of the State Department's Bureau for International Narcotics and Law

Enforcement Affairs, and Antonio Maria Costa, head of the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime,

which is a co-sponsor of UNAIDS. Following that meeting, Costa allegedly had "new ideas

about omitting certain language from UNODC documents that specifically referred to

syringe-exchange programs," according to Inter Press Service. The open letter states,
"Strategies that attempt solely to achieve abstinence from drug use do not constitute an

acceptable alternative to programs, such as syringe exchange, that help active drug users
protect themselves from HIV/AIDS" (Inter Press Service, 3/2). "Silencing the United Nations

on needle exchange is deadly diplomacy," Jonathan Cohen of Human Rights

HIV/AIDS Program, one of the signatories of the letter, said, adding, "The United étates

should be encouraging proven HIV prevention strategies, not attacking them" (HRW release,

3/3).

Opposition Growing

A "growing opposition" to funding organizations that advocate needle-exchange programs to

reduce the spread of HIV among injection drug users is forming among some Bush

administration officials and Republican lawmakers, Inter Press Service reports (Inter Press

Service, 3/2). The Wall Street Journal reported on Monday that some congressional

Republicans have been working to prevent federal funding from going to such groups, with
Reps. Mark Souder {R-Ind.) and Tom Davis {R-Va.) leading the effort. Sen. Sam Brownback

{R-Kan.} last month in a memo to his political allies outlined a strategy seeking a ban on
USAID grants going to any organizations that do not completely support President Bush's
views on issues, including drug use. USAID policy already prohibits federal funding from

going to needle-exchange efforts (Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report, 2/28). Mike Trace, director

of the not-for-profit International Drug Policy Consortium and foermer deputy director of

British drug policy, said the United States is attempting to influence the way its donations to
U.N. drug projects are being spent, the Scotsman reports, "They are saying they don't want

money to go to any part of the world unless people sign up to nes-conservative moral

values,” Trace said, adding that the United States might "further pressure” delegates at the
U.N. drug commission meeting next week, according to the Scotsman (Barrett, Scotsman,

3/1).
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U.S. Drug Policy Coordinator Defends Bush Administration Policy

Director of the White House Office of Nationa! Drug Centrol Policy John Walters on Thursday
at a press conference in the U.S. embassy in London said that scientific studies of drug
addiction do not support "harm reduction” policies such as needle exchange, the United
Kingdom's Scatsman reports. "There is a serious issue about what are the measures that
most effectively reduce harm, but the best thing is prevention, second is treatment and third
is harm reduction, which is better than doing nothing," Walters said, adding, "I think we
should not be caught up with silly semantics -- we all want to reduce the harm" (Barrett,
Scotsman, 3/3). However, a September 2003 Human Rights Watch report on HIV prevention
among injection drug users said that seven U.S. government-funded reports between 1991
and 1997 "found that syringe exchange reduced HIV transmission without increasing drug
use" and that "no established medical, scientific or legal body to study the issue had
concluded otherwise," according to a 2001 review of needle-exchange research (Inter Prass
Service, 3/2). Walters added that "cracking down" on supply and demand for illegal drugs is
“a far more effective approach" than harm reduction and that "scarce resources” available
for drug users should be used for treatment, according to the Scotsman (Scotsman, 3/3).
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an open... letter urging delegates attending nexl
week's meeling of the UJ.N. Commission on
Narcotic Drugs in Vienna, Auslria, o "resist™ U.S.
pressure to wilhdraw from needle-exchange
programs, fnfer Press Service reports (de [a
Tarre, Inter Press Service, 3/2). Of "parlicular concern” for those who signed
the lelter is a meeling reporled to have taken place in November 2004 between
Robert Charles, chief of the Slatle Department's Bureau lor Internalional
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, and Antonio Maria Costa, head of the
U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, which is a co-sponsor of UNAIDS. Following
that meeting, Costa allegedly had "new ideas about omitting certain language
{rom UNODC documenis thal specifically referred to syringe-exchange
programs,” according to /nfer Press Service. The open letler slates, "Slralegies
that attempt solely to achieve abstinence from drug use do not constilute an
acceplable allemative to programs, such as syringe exchange, that help active
drug users prolect themselves from HIV/AIDS" {inter Press Service, 312).
"Silencing the United Nations on needle exchange is deadly diplomacy,”
Jonalhan Cohen of Human Righls Watch's HIV/AIDS Pragram, one of the
signateries of the lelter, said, adding, "The United States should be
encouraging proven HIV prevention stralegies, nol altacking them" (HRW
release, 3/3).

| yiew all opinions on this |

| wrile an opinion on this |

Opposition Growing

A "growing opposition” to funding organizations that advocate needle-exchange
programs lo reduce the spread of HIV among injection drug users is forming
ameng some Bush administration officials and Republican lawmakers, Inter
Press Service reports {Infer Press Service, 3{2). The Walf Street Journal
reported on Monday that some congressional Republicans have been working
to prevent federal funding from going to such groups, with Reps. Mark Souder
{R-Ind.} and Tom Davis (R-Va.) leading the efforl. Sen. Sam Brownback (R-
Kan.) last month in 2 memo lo his political allies outlined a strategy seeking a
ban on USAID grants going lo any organizations that do not compleiely support
President Bush's views on issues, including drug use. USAID policy already
prohibits federal funding from going lo needle-exchange efiorts (Kaiser Daily
HIV/AIDS Report, 2/128). Mike Trace, direclor of the not-for-profit International
Drug Policy Consortium and former deputy director of British drug policy, said
the United States is attempting to influence the way its donalions to U.N. drug
projects are being spent, the Scolsman reporis. “They are saying they don'l
want money to go lo any part of the world unless people sign up to neo-
conservative moral values,” Trace said, adding thal the United Stales might
"further pressure” delegates at the U.N. drug commission meeting next week,
according to the Scotsman (Barrett, Scofsman, 3/1).

U.S. Drug Policy Coordinator Defends Bush Administration Policy
Director of the White House Office of Nalional Drug Conlrol Policy John
Walters on Thursday at a press conference in the U.S. embassy in London said
that scienlific studies of drug addiction do not support "harm reduction” policies
such as needle exchange, the United Kingdom's Scolsman reporls. "There is a
serious issue about what are the measures that most effectively reduce harm,
bul the besl thing is prevenlion, second is reatment and third is harm
reduction, which is better than doing nothing,” Wallers said, adding, "l think we
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should not be caught up with silly semanlics -- we all waril lo reduce lhe

harm” {Barrett, Scotsman, 3/3). However, a September 2003 Human Rights
Watch report on HIV prevention among injection drug users said that seven
U.S. government-funded reports belween 1991 and 1997 "found Lhat syringe
exchange reduced HIV lransmission without increasing drug use" and that "no
established medical, scientific or legal body to sludy the issue had concluded
otherwise," according lo a 2001 review of needle-exchange research (inier
Press Service, 3/2). Walters added that "cracking down" on supply and demand
for illegal drugs is "a far more effective approach" than harm reduclion and (hat
"scarce resources” available for drug users should be used for treatment,
according to.lhe Scotsman (Scotsman, 3/3).

"Reprinted with permission from kaisernetwork.org kaisernetwerk.org. You can
view lhe enlire Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report, search the archives, or sign up
for email delivery at www kaisernetwork.org/dailyreporis/hiv.. The Kaiser Daily
HIV/AIDS Report is published lor kaisemetwork.org, a free service of The
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation . @ 2005 Advisory Board Company and
Kaiser Family Foundation. All rights reserved.
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Politics and Policy

U.S., U.N. Drug Policy Heads Disagree on Needle
Exchange for HIV/A1DS Prevention

Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy John Walters and
Antonio Maria Costa, head of the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, on Monday at the 48th
session of the Commission on_Narcotic Drugs in Vienna, Austria, disagreed over the practice
of using needle-exchange programs to curb HIV transmission among injection drug users,
AFP/Yahoo! News reports (AFP/Yahoo! News, 3/7). Costa said UNODC views needle
exchanges, in which injection drug users can turn in used needles and obtain clean ones, as
"appropriate as long as they are part of a comprehensive strategy to battle the overall drug
problem," the Associated Press reports (Loof, Assaciated Press, 3/7). He said that
contaminated needles are a "major source” of infection with HIV and other diseases,
including hepatitis, especially among injection drug users, according to AFF/Yahoo! News.
"We must not deny these addicts any genuine opportunities to remain HIV-negative,” Coska
said in a speech to open the CND session. He added, "We reject the false dichotomy that
either drug control prevails, with no consideration for HIV, or that HIV prevention prevails
with no consideration for drug abuse" (AFP/Yahoo! News, 3/7). However, Walters said drug
use itself -- not a lack of needle exchanges or other programs for drug users, such as safe
injection sites -- is "behind the danger” of HIV and other bloodborne diseases, Reuters
reports. "Continued drug use is a fundamental cause of the dangers we face from
bloodborne diseases," Walters said (Charbonneau, Reuters, 3/7). However, Walters added
that the "points of agreement" between himself and Costa in the fight against illegal drug
use "far outweighed the differences," according to AFP/Yahoo! News. "[T]he single greatest
way of preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS through drug users is taking those addicted and
get them to recover,” Walters said (AFP/Yahoo! News, 3/7).

Under Pressure?

An unnamed U.S. government official at the meeting said that the CND "should not be
invoived with needle exchange because this is promoting drug use." However, Costa in a
November 2004 letter ko the State Department said that the United Nations does not
"endorse needle exchanges as a solution for drug abuse nor support public statements
advocating such practices" and feels such "prophylactic measures to prevent the spread of
HIV/AIDS should be undertaken only within the overall effort to reduce drug abuse.” The
letter also said U.S. objections to needle exchanges "continue to place ... [UNODC] in a
difficult position," AFP/Tribune_de Geneve reports (AFP/Tribune de Geneve, 3/8). Walters on
Monday at a news conference said that he does not view the ongoing "candid debate" about
drug policy as "pressure,” according to the Associated Press. "Those who suggest that
candor is a kind of intimidation I think want to silence debate and discussion,” Walters said
(Associated Press, 3/7).

Open Letter
Mmo scientists, policy analysts, human rights and HIV/AIDS advocacy groups and
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advocates from 56 countries last week released an open letter expressing "concern about
U.S. efforts to force a UNODC retreat from support of syringe exchange and other measures
proven to contain the spread of HIV among drug users" and urging delegates attending the
CND session to resist such pressure. The letter states, "Strategies that attempt solely to
achieve abstinence from drug use do not constitute an acceptable alternative to programs,
such as syringe exchange, that help active drug users protect themselves from HIV/AIDS."
Of particular concern for those who signed the letter was a meeting reported to have taken
place in November 2004 between Costa and Robert Charles, chief of the State Department's
Bureau for Internaktional Narcotics and Law Enfarcement Affairs. Following that meeting,
Costa allegedly expressed new ideas about omitting from UNODC documents specific
language that referred to needle-exchange programs (Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report, 3/4).
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U.S., U.N. Drug Policy Heads Disagree on Needle Exchange for
HIV/AIDS Prevention

09 Mar 2005 | Click to Print l

Director of the White House Office of National Drug Confrol Policy John Walters and Antonio Maria
Cosla, head of the... U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, on Monday at the 48th session of the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna, Austria, disagreed over the practice of using needle-
exchange programs to curb HIV transmission among injection drug users, AFP/Yahoo! News reports
{(AFP/Yahoo! News, 3/7}). Cosla said UNODC views needle exchanges, in which injection drug users
can turn in used needles and obtain clean cnes, as “appropriate as long as they are part of a
comprehensive strategy to battle the overall drug problem,” the Associated Press reports (Loof,
Assaciated Press, 3/7). He said thal contaminated needles are a "major source" of infection with HIV
and other diseases, including hepatitis, especially among injection drug users, according to AFFP/Yahoo!
News. "We must not deny these addicls any genuine opportunilies to remain HIV-negative," Costa said
in a speech to cpen the CND session. He added, "We reject the false dichotomy that either drug control
prevails, with no consideration for RIV, or that HIV prevention prevails wilh no consideration for drug
abuse" (AFP/Yahoo! News, 3/7). However, Wallers said drug use itself — not a lack of needle
exchanges or other programs for drug users, such as safe injection sites - is "behind the danger” of HIV
and other bloodbome diseases, Reuters reports. "Continued drug use is a fundamental cause of the
dangers we face from bloodborne diseases,” Walters said (Charbonneau, Reuters, 3/7). However,
Walters added that the "points of agreement" between himself and Costa in the fight against illegal drug
use "far outweighed lhe differences,” according to AFP/Yahoo! News. "[T]he single grealesl way of
preventing lhe spread of HIV/AIDS through drug users is taking those addicted and get them to
recover,” Walters said (AFP/Yahoo! News, 3/7).

Under Pressure?

An unnamed U.S5. government official at the meeting said that the CND "should not be involved with
needle exchange because this is promoting drug use.” However, Costa in @ November 2004 lelter to the
Slate Department said that the United Nalions does not "endorse needle exchanges as a solution for
drug abuse nor support public statements advocating such practices" and feels such "prophylactic
measures to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS should be underlaken only within the overall effort to
reduce drug abuse." The letter also said U.S. objeclions to needle exchanges “continue to place ...
{UNODC] in a difficult position," AFP/Tribune de Geneve reports (AFP/Tribune de Geneve, 3/8). Wallers
on Monday at a news conference said that he does not view the ongoing "candid debate" about drug
policy as "pressure,” according to the Associated Press. "Those who suggest that candor is a kind of
intimidation | think want to silence debate and discussion," Wallers said (Associaled Press, 3/7).

Open Letter

More than 300 scientists, policy analysts, human rights and HIV/AIDS advocacy groups and advocates
from 56 counlries fast week released an open letter expressing "concern about U_S. efforts to force a
UNODC retreat from support of syringe exchange and other measures proven to contain the spread of
HIV among drug users" and urging delegates attending the CND session to resist such pressure. The
letter states, "Strategies that attempt solely to achieve abslinence from drug use do not constifule an
acceplable alternative to programs, such as syringe exchange, that help aclive drug users protect
themselves from HIV/AIDS." Of particular concern for those who signed the letter was a meeting
reported to have taken place in November 2004 between Costa and Robert Charles, chief of lhe Slate
Department's Bureau for Intemational Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs. Following that meeling,
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Cosla allegedly expressed new ideas about omilting from UNODC docurents specific language that
referred fo needle-exchange programs (Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report, 3/4).

"Reprinied with permission from kaisemetwork.org kaisernetwork.org. You can view the entire Kaiser
Daily HIV/AIDS Report, search the archives, or sign up for email delivery at
www.kaisernetwork.org/dailyreponis/hiv.. The Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report is published for
kaisernetwork.org, a free service of The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation . © 2005 Advisory Board
Company and Kaiser Family Foundation. All righls reserved.
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UN Commitment to HIV/AIDS Reduction Hurt By U.S. Pressure
Tuesday, March 8, 2005

At a meeting this week of the United Nations' main drug pollcy-making body, the Commisslon on Narcotic Drugs (CND), the UN
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) caved to pressure from U.S. drug warriors te stop promoting scientifically sound harm
reduction policles that prevent HIV/AIDS transmission among Intravenous drug users.

The CND meeting, held annually in Vlenna, has garnered a lot of attention this year because of the UNODC's shift In stance - a
change that Is especially worrlsome given the office's role as the current chair of the joint UN Program on HIV/AIDS.

At last year's Bangkok International AIDS Conference, the Executive Director of the UNODC, Antonle Maria Costa, said, "During
the past decade, we have also learned that the HIV/AIDS epidemic among injecting drug users can be stopped - and even
reversed - if drug users are provlded, at an early stage and on a large scale, with comprehensive services such as outreach,
provislon of clean Injecting equipment and a variety of treatment modalitles, including substitution treatment. ...In too many
countries, drug users are slmply tncarcerated. This is not a sclution; In fact, it contributes to the rapid increase in the number of
people living with HIV/AIDS."

The office started backpedaling on this position after a November 2004 meeting with the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
International Narcotlcs and Law Enforcement Affalrs, where Costa was told UNODC's funding could be cut if he did not pull back’
from UNODC'’s support of needle exchange and other harm reduction programs. As the W.S. Is the largest funder of the UNCDC,
it appears that Costa took the threat to heart.

UNODC’s reversal of its commitment to needle exchange contradicts the general UN consensus on the usefulness of harm
reduction In HIV/AIDS prevention, as well as that of the U.S. sclentific community. The American Medical Association, American
Public Health Association and National Academy of Sciences all have endorsed needle exchange as an effective means of BIV-
prevention, and noted that such programs do not increase drug use. The U.S. government’s contrary position was articulated in
remarks by drug czar John Walters at the opening of the CND meeting when he spoke against "acquiescing or practicing
2ppeasement with addiction.”

The ability of Walters and a small cadre of other reactionary politicians to manipulate the global response to HIV/AIDS because
of an ideological bias spells disaster for places such as Central Asia, Russia, China and Iran, where the majority of HIV cases are
attributable to injection-drug use. Leading up te the CND meeting, both the Washington Post and the New York

Times editorialized against the U.5.'s attacks on needle exchange, and over 300 organizations worldwide signed a letter to the
delegates of the CND asking them to resist pressure to withdraw support from proven RIV prevention strategies. Despite this
high-profile condemnation of the U.5.’ tactics, Mr. Costa's opening speech at the meeting included the message, "We
unequivocally reject any initiative, well intended a5 it may be, that could lead to the perpetuation of drug abuse.”

Information for thisreport comes from the Transnational Institute. For 8 more in-depth discussion, please see their briefing, The
United Nations and Harm Reduction.

See also Aryeh Neier's piece, "U.S. Ideologues Put Milfions at Risk," in the International Herald Tribune.

http://www.drugpolicy.org/news/030805¢cnd.cfin?printpage=1 3/11/2005
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ANNAN: PROMOTING GENDER EQUALITY IS EVERYONES
RESPONSIBILITY

Today 1s

International Womens Day.

Ina

message to mark the day,

Secretary-General Kofi Annan said that this year marks a milestone in the
movement for gender equality and the advancement of women, with the
10-year review of the

Beijing Conference and Platform for Action.

As a result of the conference, the world has recognized that gender
equality is critical to the development and peace of every nation, the
Secretary-General said, adding that that now, ten years on, theres been

tangible progress on many fronts, and women are not only more aware of
their rights; theyre more able to exercise them. (

3/22/2005
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Ina

message, the Secretary-General welcomed todays meeting as a strong
expression of support for the Global Compact, a voluntary corporate
citizenship initiative based on universal values in human rights, labor, the
environment and anti-corruption.

He says the meeting is also a contribution to the wider process of change
and renewal at the United Nations.

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTS DECLARATION ON CLONING:
The General Assembly this moming

adopted by a vote the United Nations Declaration on Human Cloning. The
Declaration calls on Member States to prohibit all forms of human

cloning inasmuch as they are incompatible with human dignity and the
protection of human life. It also calls on Member States to adopt all
measures necessary to adequately protect human life in the application of
life sciences, and to prohibit the application of genetic engineering
techniques that may be contrary to human dignity.

FISTULA FORTNIGHT REACHES 545 WOMEN: During the recent
Fistula Fortnight campaign in Nigeria, initiated in part by the UN
Population Fund, a total of 545 women were

treated for obstetric fistula. For two weeks, national and international
volunteer doctors joined forces to perform surgery on women suffering
from the pregnancy-related disability. The campaign raised awareness in
rural communities that treatment for the condition is indeed available.

DRUG COMMISSIONS SESSION GETS UNDERWAY': The 48th
Biennial Session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs

began yesterday in Vienna and will run until 14 March. Speaking in
Vienna, Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on
Drugs and Crime, addressed progress made in the global fight against
illegal drugs, drug trafficking, and drug abuse. He also rejected the notion
that strong drug control measures cannot coexist with policies designed to
contain the spread of HIV/AIDS.

POST-TSUNAMI FISHERIES IN FOCUS THIS WEEK: Finding ways to
responsibly

rebuild fisheries in tsunami-struck countries is one of the issues being
discussed by the

Food and Agriculture Organizations Committee on Fisheries (COFI),

http://www.hri.org/mews/world/undh/2005/05-03-08.undh.html 3/22/2005
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Bush Admin’s ‘Ideological' Approach to HIV/AIDS Prevention
Impedes Efforts To Fight Disease, Opinion Piece Says

Although "“fair-minded" people would not accuse the United States of being "stingy” in the global fight
against HIV/AIDS, the Bush adminisiration’s "ideological” approach to HIV/AIDS prevention "creates
headaches" far the country's global partners and hinders efforis to help stop the spread of HIV,
columnist Carol Goar writes in a... Toronfo Star opinion piece. Efforts by the Bush administration to
"discourag[e]" condom use, as well as the administration’s "resist[ance]" to generi¢ antiretroviral drugs
and delermination to "have nothing (o do” with needle-exchange programs, "impede" the fight against
the HIV/AIDS pandemic, according to Goar. The results of the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime's 48th
session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna, Austria, which ended Monday, will "show how
far America's allies are prepared {o go to accommodate its doctrinaire approach” to HIV/AIDS
prevenlion, Goar says (Goar, Toronto Star, 3/14). UNODC views needle exchanges, in which injection
drug users can tum in used needles and oblain ¢lean ones, as part of a comprehensive strategy to fight
drug use. However, the Uniled States views needle-exchange programs as promoting drug use and
says that drug use itself ~ not a lack of clean needles — is behind the danger of HIV and ather
bloodborne diseases (Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report, 3/8). Although some AIDS advocates have urged
the meeting delegates "not to be bullied into endorsing the U.S. position” on needle-exchange
programs, it appeared as though meeting delegates would endorse a "bland consensus" that would
allow the United States to "keep flexing its financial and political muscles behind the scenes,” Goar
says, concluding lhat for “all its resources and good intentions,” the United States is a "tragically
blinkered general in a fight the world can't afford lo lose™ (Toronto Star, 3/14).

"Reprinted with permission from kaisernetwork.org kaisernetwork.org. You can view the entire Kaiser
Daily HIV/AIDS Report, search lhe archives, or sign up for email delivery at

www kaisemelwork.org/dailyreportsfhiv.. The Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report is published for
kaisemetwork.org, a free service of The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation . ©® 2005 Advisory Board
Company and Kaiser Family Foundalion. All rights reserved.
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