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repairs are expected to be completed. Any information to this effect that you provide to us by 
August 15, 2009, would reach us in time for it to be included in our upcoming report on the 
situation in Jharkhand. 
 
Considering our preliminary findings that these schools have not received a rapid response 
in providing necessary funding or support for repairs, we would also like to take this 
opportunity to request an update on whether repairs have been commenced or completed at 
the following schools, which have also recently been attacked:  
 

- Dantar Middle School, in Chatra district, blasted on or around June 22, 2008.  
- Chak Middle School, in Palamu district, blasted on or around September 28, 2008. 
- Satbahni Primary School, in Chatra district, blasted on October 2, 2008. 
- Nitar Primary School, in Palamu district, blasted March 21, 2009. 
- Saryu Primary School, in Latehar district, blasted on March 31, 2009. 
- Banlaat village school, in Gumla district, blasted on March 31, 2009. 
- Kiukra (Khukhra) Middle School, in Giridih district, blasted on April 18, 2009.  
- Narayanpur village school, in Chatra district, blasted on April 21, 2009. 

 
 
2) Schools occupied by the police 
 
When we met, you also informed me that your office writes to the Director General of Police 
whenever you learn of schools that have been occupied by the police to request the police to 
vacate the schools immediately. I would therefore like to notify you of the following schools 
that we have documented as being currently occupied by the police. Some schools were 
occupied in their entirety, while at other schools only some classrooms or areas had been 
occupied. We would appreciate any updates you can provide on what action your 
Department takes with regards to these schools, and any responses that you receive from 
the police. Again, any information you provide us by August 15, 2009, would allow us to 
reflect these developments in our reportage.  
 

- Mahulia High School in Purbi Singh Bhum district, occupied as of May 30, 2009.  
- Matiabandhi / Barajuri High School in Purbi Singh Bhum district, occupied as of May 

30, 2009.  
- Digha Middle School in Purbi Singh Bhum district, occupied as of May 30, 2009.  
- Chakri Primary School in Purbi Singh Bhum district, occupied as of May 31, 2009.  
- Bhita Ramda Middle School in Purbi Singh Bhum district, occupied as of May 31, 2009.  
- Rangamatia Middle School in Purbi Singh Bhum district, occupied as of May 31, 

2009.  
- Chhota Nagra Residential Middle School in Paschimi Singh Bhum, occupied as of 

June 3, 2009.  
- Ganesh Lal Agrawal College, Daltenganj, in Palamu district, occupied as of June 7, 

2009.  
- Dwarika Middle School, in Palamu district, occupied as of June 7, 2009.  
- Tal Middle School in Palamu district, occupied as of June 7, 2009.  
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3) Schools vacated by police not returned to original conditions 
 

Finally, I would like to bring to your Department’s attention serious problems that we have 
identified when visiting schools that have been occupied by the police in the past and 
recently vacated. Our preliminary research indicates that the police are often not restoring 
the schools to a condition similar to, or better than, the schools were in prior to the 
occupation. Of utmost concern, some schools continue to maintain an appearance of 
militarization, which may heighten the risk of these schools becoming an object of attack by 
the Naxalites, and may also affect the well-being of children who return to study in these 
schools.  
 

For example, on June 5, 2009, I visited Saraidih Middle School in Palamu district. Although 
the police had recently vacated the school, it still retained three sentry boxes on the roofs of 
the school building, one incomplete brick fortification on one roof of the school, and one 
brick fortification in the school courtyard. Sandbag fortifications also remained in part on the 
roof of the school. A sign on the front of the school gate still proclaimed that the school was 
the location of “JAP 7” (i.e. Jharkhand Armed Police, Seventh Battalion).  
 

Similarly, on June 6, 2009, I visited Kamgarpur Primary School in Palamu district. Again, 
although recently vacated by the police, the school retained four permanent sentry boxes on 
the roofs of the school building. The school building also maintained graffiti markings by 
police and other signs such as “CTJWC” (i.e. Counter Terrorism and Jungle Warfare College) 
and “STF” (i.e. Special Task Force). Moreover, the police continue to conduct armed vehicle 
checks directly outside of the school. 
 

Any information that your Department can provide on efforts to restore these schools to their 
civilian appearance would also be appreciated. 
 

Conclusion 
 

Human Rights Watch appreciates the commitments that you made during our discussion 
regarding the need to guarantee access to education for all children in Jharkhand. We look 
forward to hearing from your Department any updates with regard to the situation identified 
in these schools. 
 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached by 
email at bede.sheppard@hrw.org, by fax to +1 212 736 1300, or by mail at 350 Fifth Avenue, 
34th floor, New York, NY 10118-3299, U.S.A. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Bede Sheppard 
Asia Researcher 
Children’s Rights Division 
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Anjani Kumar Singh 
Principal Secretary 
Department of Human Resource Development 
New Secretariat  
Patna, Bihar 
INDIA 
 
By email: anjani41@yahoo.com 
Fax: 0612 222 7108 
 
June 30, 2009 
 
Re: Blasted schools requiring repairs and reconstruction / Schools 
occupied by the police 
 
Dear Secretary Singh, 
 
Thank you for meeting me on June 17, 2009, to share with me your 
Department’s views on the issues of Naxalite attacks on schools and the 
occupation of schools by the police and paramilitary police.  
 
I am writing to follow-up on two important issues related to your 
Department’s work and to share some of the preliminary findings of our 
research. 
 
1) Schools attacked by Naxalites in need of repair and reconstruction 
 
When we met, you requested that I share with you a list of the schools that I 
had visited that have been blasted by the Naxals and where repair or 
reconstruction work had yet to begin. I would therefore like to share with 
you the following list of such schools:  
 

- Chonha Middle School, in Gaya district, blasted on or around April 
25, 2009. Repairs still required as of June 10, 2009. 

- Gosain-Pesraa Middle School, in Gaya district, blasted on April 14, 
2009. Repairs still required as of June 11, 2009. 

 
We would very much appreciate an update from your Department informing 
us once funds have been allocated for the repair or reconstruction of these 
schools, noting the date upon which such repairs commence and when the 
repairs are expected to be completed. Any information to this effect that 
you provide to us by August 15, 2009, would reach us in time for it to be 
included in our upcoming report on the situation in Bihar. 
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Considering our preliminary findings that these schools have not received a rapid response 
in providing necessary funding or support for repairs, we would also like to take this 
opportunity to request an update on whether repairs have been commenced or completed at 
the following schools, which have also recently been attacked: 
 

- Choramara Middle School, in Jamui district, blasted on or around March 31, 2009.  

- Primary school in Bhimbandh Wildlife Sanctuary area, in Munger district, blasted on 
or around April 6, 2009. 

- Buniyadi Middle School, Patluka, in Gaya district, blasted on April 4, 2009. 

- Bhaluhar Middle School, in Gaya district, blasted on April 7, 2009. 

- Deora Middle School, in Aurangabad district, blasted on May 5, 2009. 

- Chaharkbandha Middle School, in Gaya district, blasted on June 14, 2009. 
 
2) Schools occupied by the police 
 
When we met, you also informed me that your Department attempts to advocate with 
relevant District Magistrates and Superintendents of Police, whenever you learn of schools 
that have been occupied by the police in order to minimize and shorten such occupations. I 
would therefore like to notify you of the following schools that we have documented as being 
currently occupied by the police. Some schools were occupied in their entirety, while at 
other schools only some classrooms or areas had been occupied. We would appreciate any 
updates you can provide on what action your Department takes with regards to these 
schools, and any responses that you receive from the police. Again, any information you 
provide us by August 15, 2009, would allow us to reflect these developments in our 
reportage.  
 

- Chonha Middle School, in Gaya district, occupied as of June 10, 2009. 

- Imamganj Project Girls High School, in Gaya district, occupied as of June 10, 2009. 

- Tankuppa High School, in Gaya district, occupied as of June 12, 2009. 

- Aati Middle School, in Gaya district, occupied as of June 14, 2009. 

- Kasma Middle School, in Aurangabad district, occupied as of June 14, 2009. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Human Rights Watch appreciates the commitments that you made during our discussion 
regarding the need to guarantee access to education for all children in Bihar. We look 
forward to hearing from your Department any updates with regard to the situation identified 
in these schools. 
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Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached by 
email at bede.sheppard@hrw.org, by fax to +1 212 736 1300, or by mail at 350 Fifth Avenue, 
34th floor, New York, NY 10118-3299, U.S.A. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Bede Sheppard 
Asia Researcher 
Children’s Rights Division 
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Ganapathi (Muppala Lakshman Rao) 
General Secretary 
Communist Party of India-Maoist 
 
Open Letter 
 
July 3, 2009 
 
Re: Request for comment on schools in Jharkhand and Bihar 
 
Dear General Secretary: 
 
I am a researcher in the children’s rights division of Human Rights Watch, 
one of the world’s leading independent organizations dedicated to 
defending and protecting human rights. Human Rights Watch is a nonprofit, 
nongovernmental organization. Established in 1978, Human Rights Watch 
is known for its accurate fact-finding, impartial reporting, effective use of 
media, and targeted advocacy. Each year, Human Rights Watch publishes 
more than 100 reports and briefings on human rights conditions in some 80 
countries.  
 
In May and June of 2009 we conducted an investigation in Jharkhand and 
Bihar on the issues of attacks on schools and the police use of schools. We 
are extremely concerned about the detrimental effect that both these 
attacks and occupations have on children’s ability to access education. We 
will soon be issuing a report based on information collected during the 
research mission. Before we issue this report, however, we wish to solicit 
your comment and views on these issues.  
 
First, we would be interested in learning your perspective on the use of 
schools by police and paramilitary police.  
 
Second, we would like to learn your perspective on attacks preliminarily 
believed to have been carried out by armed groups associated with your 
Party on schools, which, at the time of the attacks, were not occupied or 
being used by the police or paramilitary. 
 
In particular, we would like to receive your comment on the following 
incidents:  
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In Bihar: 
 

- Choramara Middle School, in Jamui district, attacked on or around March 31, 2009.  
 

- Buniyadi Middle School, Patluka, in Gaya district, attacked on April 4, 2009. 
 

- Primary school in Bhimbandh Wildlife Sanctuary area, in Munger district, attacked on 
or around April 6, 2009. 

 

- Bhaluhar Middle School, in Gaya district, attacked on April 7, 2009. 
 

-  Gosain-Pesraa Middle School, in Gaya district, attacked on April 14, 2009. 
 

- Chonha Middle School, in Gaya district, attacked on or around April 25, 2009.  
 

- Deora Middle School, in Aurangabad district, attacked on May 5, 2009. 
 

- Chaharkbandha Middle School, in Gaya district, attacked on June 14, 2009. 
 
In Jharkhand: 
 

- Dwarika Middle School, in Palamu district, attacked on November 29, 2008.  
 

- Belhara High School, in Palamu district, attacked on April 9, 2009.  
 

- Barwadih Primary School, in Palamu district, attacked on April 11, 2009.  
 

- Dantar Middle School, in Chatra district, attacked on or around June 22, 2008.  
 

- Chak Middle School, in Palamu district, attacked on or around September 28, 2008. 
 

- Satbahni Primary School, in Chatra district, attacked on October 2, 2008.* 
 

- Nitar Primary School, in Palamu district, attacked on March 21, 2009. 
 

- Saryu Primary School, in Latehar district, attacked on March 31, 2009. 
 

- Banlaat village school, in Gumla district, attacked on March 31, 2009. 
 

- Kiukra (Khukhra) Middle School, in Giridih district, attacked on April 18, 2009.  
 

- Narayanpur village school, in Chatra district, attacked on April 21, 2009. 
  
 

* Human Rights Watchrequested comment regarding the attack on Satbahni Primary School based on media 

reports of the incident. Subsequent to distributing this open letter summarizing our preliminary findings, 

Human Rights Watch came across a CPI (Maoist) affiliated publication from January 16, 2009, claiming that the 

attack against Satbahni Primary School was carried out while the school was being used as a camp by the 

police. Human Rights Watch wrote to the superintendent of police for Chatra district requesting more 

information on this attack, but he did not reply. Because Human Rights Watch has not conducted its own field 

investigation of this attack, we are not in a position to make any conclusions with regards to the incident at 

this school. As a result, this incident is not included in our final list of schools attacked while undefended. 
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Any information that you provide to us by August 15, 2009, would reach us in time for it to be 
reflected in our upcoming report. I can be reached by email at bede.sheppard@hrw.org, by 
fax to +1 212 736 1300, or by mail at Human Rights Watch, 350 Fifth Avenue, 34th floor, New 
York, NY 10118-3299, U.S.A. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Bede Sheppard 
Asia Researcher 
Children’s Rights Division 
Human Rights Watch 
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Vishnu Dayal Ram 
Director General of Police 
Durwa 
Ranchi, Jharkhand 
INDIA 
 
Fax: +91 651 240 0738 
By email: vdram@jharkhandpolice.gov.in 
 
July 6, 2009 
 
Re: Information on Naxalite Attacks on Schools 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
We met briefly at your office on June 19, 2009. As I explained at that time, I 
am a researcher for the international non-governmental organization 
Human Rights Watch, one of the world’s leading independent organizations 
dedicated to defending and protecting human rights. Human Rights Watch 
is a nonprofit, nongovernmental organization. Established in 1978, Human 
Rights Watch is known for its accurate fact-finding, impartial reporting, 
effective use of media, and targeted advocacy, often in partnership with 
local human rights groups. Each year, Human Rights Watch publishes more 
than 100 reports and briefings on human rights conditions in some 80 
countries.  
 
When I met with you in Ranchi, I was in Jharkhand conducting research into 
the issue of attacks on schools by armed Maoist rebels, for an upcoming 
Human Rights Watch report. As you felt unable to comment on this issue at 
the time of our meeting, I wanted to contact you again to give you another 
opportunity to respond. 
 
In particular, I would welcome your answers to the following questions: 
 
1) What is your assessment of the current force strength of the CPI (Maoists) 
in Jharkhand? 
  
2) In each of the years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009, how many CPI 
(Maoist) members have been captured in Jharkhand who are under the age 
of 18 years old? 
 
3) Can you provide a complete list of attacks on government schools carried 
out in Jharkhand by the Naxals in 2007, 2008, 2009? 
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4) Can you provide a complete list of schools currently occupied by the police in Jharkhand, 
including duration of occupation, whether the school is completely or partially occupied, the 
unit currently occupying the school, and the reason for the occupation. 
 
5) Our reporting would also particularly benefit from any information you can share which 
was obtained by the police, including copies of the police files, pamphlets or posters left 
behind, and forensics on the explosive devices used in the following attacks on schools 
carried out by the Naxals:  
 

- Dwarika Middle School, in Palamu district, attacked on November 29, 2008.  
 

- Belhara High School, in Palamu district, attacked on April 9, 2009.  
 

- Barwadih Primary School, in Palamu district, attacked on April 11, 2009.  
 

- Dantar Middle School, in Chatra district, attacked on or around June 22, 2008.  
 

- Chak Middle School, in Palamu district, attacked on or around September 28, 2008. 
 

- Satbahni Primary School, in Chatra district, attacked on October 2, 2008. 
 

- Nitar Primary School, in Palamu district, attacked on March 21, 2009. 
 

- Saryu Primary School, in Latehar district, attacked on March 31, 2009. 
 

- Banlaat village school, in Gumla district, attacked on March 31, 2009. 
 

- Kiukra (Khukhra) Middle School, in Giridih district, attacked on April 18, 2009.  
 

- Narayanpur village school, in Chatra district, attacked on April 21, 2009. 
 
Any information that you would be able to provide to us by August 15, 2009, would reach us 
in time for it to be reflected in our upcoming report. I can be reached by email at 
bede.sheppard@hrw.org, by fax to +1 212 736 1300, or by mail at Human Rights Watch, 350 
Fifth Avenue, 34th floor, New York, NY 10118-3299, U.S.A. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Bede Sheppard 
Asia Researcher 
Children’s Rights Division 
Human Rights Watch 
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Dr. D.N. Gautam 
Director General of Police 
Patna, Bihar 
INDIA 
 
Fax: +91 612 223 0033 
 
July 6, 2009 
 
Re: Information on Naxalite Attacks on Schools 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
We spoke briefly on the telephone on June 15, 2009. As I explained at that 
time, I am a researcher for the international non-governmental organization 
Human Rights Watch, one of the world’s leading independent organizations 
dedicated to defending and protecting human rights. Human Rights Watch 
is a nonprofit, nongovernmental organization. Established in 1978, Human 
Rights Watch is known for its accurate fact-finding, impartial reporting, 
effective use of media, and targeted advocacy, often in partnership with 
local human rights groups. Each year, Human Rights Watch publishes more 
than 100 reports and briefings on human rights conditions in some 80 
countries.  
 
When I called you in Patna, I was in Bihar conducting research into the 
issue of attacks on schools by armed Maoist rebels, for an upcoming 
Human Rights Watch report. As both you and your Deputy were 
unfortunately unable to meet with me to discuss this issue, I wanted to 
contact you again to give you another opportunity to respond. 
 
In particular, I would welcome your answers to the following questions: 
 
1) What is your assessment of the current force strength of the CPI (Maoists) 
in Bihar? 
  
2) In each of the years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009, how many CPI 
(Maoist) members have been captured in Bihar who are under the age of 18 
years old? 
 
3) Can you provide a complete list of attacks on government schools in 
Bihar carried out by the Naxals in 2007, 2008, 2009? 
 
4) Can you provide a complete list of schools currently occupied by the 
police in Bihar, including duration of occupation, whether the school is 
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completely or partially occupied, the unit currently occupying the school, and the reason for 
the occupation. 
 
5) Our reporting would also particularly benefit from any information you can share which 
was obtained by the police, including copies of the police files, pamphlets or posters left 
behind, and forensics on the explosive devices used in the following attacks on schools 
carried out by the Naxals:  
 

- Choramara Middle School, in Jamui district, attacked on or around March 31, 2009.  
- Buniyadi Middle School, Patluka, in Gaya district, attacked on April 4, 2009. 
- Primary school in Bhimbandh Wildlife Sanctuary area, in Munger district, attacked on 

or around April 6, 2009. 
- Bhaluhar Middle School, in Gaya district, attacked on April 7, 2009. 
-  Gosain-Pesraa Middle School, in Gaya district, attacked on April 14, 2009. 
- Chonha Middle School, in Gaya district, attacked on or around April 25, 2009.  
- Deora Middle School, in Aurangabad district, attacked on May 5, 2009. 
- Chaharkbandha Middle School, in Gaya district, attacked on June 14, 2009. 

 
Any information that you would be able to provide to us by August 15, 2009, would reach us 
in time for it to be reflected in our upcoming report. I can be reached by email at 
bede.sheppard@hrw.org, by fax to +1 212 736 1300, or by mail at Human Rights Watch, 350 
Fifth Avenue, 34th floor, New York, NY 10118-3299, U.S.A. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Bede Sheppard 
Asia Researcher 
Children’s Rights Division 
Human Rights Watch 
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Letters similar to the one below were also sent to the superintendents of police of the following 

districts to request further information on their investigations into attacks on schools within their area 

of responsibility: Aurangabad, Chatra, Gaya, Giridih, Gumla, Jamui, Latehar, and Munger. 
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