1630 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 500

Washington, DC 20009
Tel: 202-612-4321
Fax; 202-612-4333; 202-478-2988

US PROGRAM

Julian Brookes, Media Officer

Sara Darehshori, Senior Counsel

Jamie Fellner, Senior Advisor

Antonio Ginatta, Advocacy Director

Jeanne Jeong, Associate

Natalie Kato, Southern State Policy Advocate
Clara Long, Researcher

Maria McFarland, Deputy Director

Grace Meng, Researcher

Alba Morales, Researcher

Alison Parker, Director

Laura Pitter, Counterterrorism Advisor
Andrea Prasow, Senior Counterterrorism Counsel
Samantha Reiser, Associate

Brian Root, Quantitative Analyst

Alex Sinha, Aryeh Nejer Fellow

Paul Smith, Associate

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

Kenneth Roth, Executive Director

Michele Alexander, Deputy Executive Director,
Development and Global Initiatives

Carroll Bogert, Deputy Executive Director, External
Relations

lain Levine, Deputy Executive Director, Program
Chuck Lustig, Deputy Executive Director, Operations

Dinah PoKempner, General Counsel!
James Ross, Legal & Policy Director
Hassan Elmasry, Co-Chair

Joel Motley, Co-Chair

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hassan Elmasry, Co-Chair
Joel Motley, Co-Chair
Wendy Keys, Vice-Chair
Susan Manilow, Vice-Chair
Jean-Louis Servan-Schreiber, Vice-Chair
Sid Sheinberg, Vice-Chair
John ). Studzinski, Vice-Chair
Michael G. Fisch, Treasurer
Bruce Rabb, Secretary
Karen Ackman

Jorge Castaiieda

Tony Elliott

Michael E. Gellert

Hina Jilani

Betsy Karel

Robert Kissane

Kimberly Marteau Emerson
Oki Matsumoto

Barry Meyer

Aoife O'Brien

Joan R. Platt

Amy Rao

Neil Rimer

Victoria Riskin

Graham Robeson

Shelley Rubin

Kevin P. Ryan

Ambassador Robin Sanders
Javier Solana

Siri Stolt-Nielsen

Darian W. Swig

John R. Taylor

Amy Towers

Marie Warburg

Catherine Zennstrém

AMSTERDAM - BEIRUT - BERLIN -

BRUSSELS - CHICAGO - GENEVA -
SAN FRANCISCO - SAOPAULO - SYDNEY - TOKYO - TORONTO - WASHINGTON - ZORICH

HUMAN

RIGHTS
WATCH

April 16, 2014
Honorable Loni Hancock HRW.org
Senate Public Safety Committee, Chair

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 445-4688

Dear Senator Hancock:

On behalf of Human Rights Watch, | write in support of Senate Bill
(SB) 1010, the Fair Sentencing Act. SB 1010 would equalize penalties
for crack cocaine with the current penalties for powder cocaine.

Crack and powder cocaine, two forms of the same drug, produce
similar physiological effects and are pharmacologically identical. Yet
harsher crack cocaine sentencing laws have resulted in troubling

racial disparities. According to data from the California Department

of Corrections and Rehabilitation, people of color account for over 98%
of persons sent to California state prisons for possession of crack
cocaine for sale—despite comparable rates of use across racial

groups. Harsher crack sentences mean that people of color bear the
brunt of these disproportionate penalties.

This troubling disparity is inconsistent with the United States’
obligation to comply with the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), which
requires state parties to prohibit racial discrimination in all forms,
including policies with racially discriminatory effects.

While there is still more to be done to ensure that all drug offense
cases yield sentences that are proportionate to the offense, we
support SB 1010’s reforms as a step in the right direction.

Sincerely,

i

Antonio Ginatta
Advocacy Director, US Program

cc: Senator Holly Mitchell
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