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NEPAL: CHILDREN WITH DISABILTIES STRUGGLE TO GET EDUCATION

AUDIO TRANSCRIPT:

SHANTHA RAU BARRIGA: I’m Shantha Rau Barriga. I’m the disability rights researcher and advocate for Human Rights Watch.   

We went to Nepal and we focused our research on access to education for children with disabilities in Nepal.  So what we found was that tens of thousands of children with disabilities are not going to school. Because of physical barriers to school, because of the parents’ attitudes, or because the teachers aren’t well trained.

I was traveling outside of Pokhara, which is a major town in Nepal, and I met this young woman named Balkumari. 

She’s 21 years old, she has a beautiful smile.  But because she had a physical disability and wasn’t able to use one side of her body, her father said she couldn’t go to school because she couldn’t walk there.  And so after pleading with her father for a couple of years, when she was 11, she finally did go to school but her father put her in a school for kids with intellectual disabilities.  She told me she just didn’t think that was the right place for her. It took her years before she even learned the alphabet.  

BALKUMARI: (in Nepali with English voiceover) The teacher would fall asleep in the classroom in front of us. He would teach when he felt like it, but sometimes he wouldn’t. What can say I learned?  All I learned to write was K-A . Even though I was in second grade, I couldn’t even write my name.   

SHANTHA RAU BARRIGA: She had some family members who really pushed for her and convinced her father to bring her to another village where she could actually attend a general school. And now she’s living with her aunt and uncle. She’s 21 years old but she’s in grade seven, so she is surrounded by kids who are significantly younger than her. When she finds out that a student with a disability either drops out of school or was told not to go to school, she goes to the home and talks to the parents and tries to convince the parents to bring the child back into school. 

BALKUMARI:  (in Nepali with English voiceover) I want to help people like me, children with disabilities who can’t go to school. I want to help them to go to school.  

SHANTHA RAU BARRIGA: What my hope is for children like Balkumari in Nepal is that they’ll get to go to school with all of the other children in their community, in a mainstream school. And what that means is that the government has to step up its efforts. It has to train teachers to integrate all types of children in the classroom. It has to support parents. And donors also have an obligation here -- international aid agencies are funding a lot of the education programs in Nepal and they have a role to play in making sure that the funds reach all children in Nepal, including children with disabilities.   

