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' This update is part of Helsinki Watch's continuing coverage of war crimes in Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina, and of human
rights ahuses in other parts of the former Yugoslavia. Given the violent nature of these conflicts, it is often difficult to take direct
testimonies from victims at the time of the abuse. For this reason, the testimonies we are publishing in this update are not
necessarily in chronological order.



ABUSES IN YUGOSLAVIA

Police harassment of organizations representing ethnic and political minorities has intensified over recent
months. Helsinki Watch has received reports of memhers of such groups heing arrested hy the police on the pretext
that they are unpatriotic or are collecting funds to support enemy forces. Police target individuals hased on their
organizational affiliation after the individuals make public statements and/or engage in activities on hehalf of their
organizations. These cases are in violation of the right to freedom of association and freedom of speech and in many
cases also involve ahuse in detention. Helsinki Watch will examined these abuses in depth in a forthcoming
newsletter on civil liherties in Yugoslavia. Two specific cases are described helow.

TP, a Muslim man from Belgrade, reported that police in Belgrade arrested him and his colleague for
attempting to document and locate members of the Islamic Community Committee.

The Islamic Community Committee decided to make lists of all the committee members. 1 was
assigned to accompany a member of the committee during his visit to [a Belgrade suburhl on
Sunday, April 11. We were supposed to make lists of all members there and note their average
income so that the poorest members would in the future be excused from paying Zakat.?

We arrived in [the suburhbl at ahout 1:30 p.m. My colleague recognized one woman who was selling
something on the street, so we stopped to write down her name. We already had some 20 or 30
names listed.

At that moment, a police patrol came hy Iwith two police officersl.’ They asked what we were doing
and took away our notehook. When they saw that the notehook helonged to the Islamic Community
Committee, they took our documents and said they would take us to see their hoss.

They took us to the [locall police station. The commander of the station was horn in [near my home
townl. He asked me why we were collecting money for weapons. He also threatened to send me to
the front tofight

Riter the witness and his colleague were in the custody, plain-clothes inspectors and the arresting officers
abused and harassed them. The witness continued:

The car [from the police stationl arrived. One of the policemen punched me in the stomach. My
colleague and 1 were forced into the car, with the driver and the two policemen who arrested us.
They hit us on the head with truncheons. They said that we should all he slaughtered and threatened
to Kill us. They wanted to know what other family members | had and where my brothers were.

? Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative, on the basis of anonymity, in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, on April 15, 1993. All
identifying details have heen removed to conceal the identity of the witness.

I 1akatis a tax, levied at approximately 40 percent of all personal income, collected for the poor as prescribed in the Koran.

*The witness identified one of the officers by name. Helsinki Watch retains the name of the officer in its confidential files.
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When we arrived [the arresting officer] stood outside with the truncheon ready to hit me over the
head. As I jumped out, trying to avoid him, he hit me in the back. He started screaming and accused
me of attempting to flee. All three of them hit us as we walked from the car to the entrance of the
police station - with truncheons on the legs and fists on the kidneys.

The witness and his associate did not fare any hetter inside the police station. There, police continued to heat
them over the course of their interrogation.

They took us to see the commander of the police station, who told us: "I will send you to Zvornik to
fight! Didn't you get everything you needed from Serhia®” We were made to stand with our backs
against the wall and they hit us with fists and rubber truncheons. One of them grahbed my throat and
said: "Look at this nice throat. Itis just right for slaughter!”

The officers poked my colleague with a knife in the stomach. Not a lot. They just wanted to
intimidate him. They took our names and our addresses. They made us listen to some Serbian
songs, and made us cross ourselves the Orthodox way.

All this time |1 was saying that this money was for the mosque, not for weapons, and that they should
call the Imam, and have him explain. They insulted our faith. The police chief Iwho was interrogating
usl took a hasehall hat out of the closet and said that he would heat me with it if he saw us again.

They took our personal belongings away - the Islamic Community Committee’s notehook, our
documents, our shoelaces, as if we were going to jail. They took us to a hallway that had doors to two
adjoining cells. We were instructed to sit down and not talk while a young policeman of about 22 or
23 years of age watched us.

We were again questioned hy two plain-clothes inspectors. They wanted to know who | was and
what | was doing at the moment of the arrest, what was the money for, where my hrothers were. They
also asked if 1 had heen heaten. 1 said that | was, which was obvious since | could not walk.

Before we left, they warned us that they would pick us up again if we told anyone about this. They did
not return the official notehook to my colleague, instead they gave him a receipt. One of them
walked with us to the entrance so that we would not he hit again. We were released at ahout 5 p.m.
on the same day.

In another case involving freedom of association. police in Belgrade arrested LR.’ a 36-year-old gay man,
once purportedly for "listening to Usta$a® music” and a second time for "spreading false information.” After police

° Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Belgrade on May 15,1993.

® With the backing of the Nazi and Italian fascist governments, Croatian fascists (known as UstaSas) established the puppet state
of the Independent State of Croatia (Nezavisna Drzava Hrvatska - NDH). Under the UstaSa regime, thousands of Serbs, lews, Gynsies
and others were killed between 1941 and 1943. Some Muslims were memhbers of the NDH government and Muslim forces fought on
the side of the UstaSa regime during World War Il. Serhian military and paramilitary forces commonly refer to Croat and Muslims
forces in the current war as "UstaSas.” Both Croats and Muslims reject the label and vehemently deny that they are Ustasa
sympathizers or fascists. Some Serbs also refer to Muslims as "Turks," associating Muslims with the Ottoman rulers who reigned
over most of Serhiafrom 131 to 1878.
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took ZR. into police custody the first time, they lost interest in his purported crime. Instead, they questioned him
extensively about a gay and leshian organization, Arkadia, of which he was an organizer. The officers heat him when he
refused to give the police names of other members.

On February 21, as | was getting ready to leave the house, two plain-clothes policemen rang my
doorhell. They were so huge they were harely ahle to get through the door. They had a warrant,
signed hy inspector Jovic, to arrest me for "listening to UstaSa music." (I really do listen to a few
Croatian pop singers and groups.)

They allowed me one phone call and | called LM. [a colleague from Arkadial. They drove me to the
police station on the 29th of November Street. Inspector Jovic and the two policemen who arrested
me were most interested in the list of members of Arkadia, which | refused to give them. Besides,
this list doesn't exist since our organization is very informal.

Since | insisted that the list didn't exist, they started hitting me. All three of them heat me, but not
continuously. They were kicking me in the legs,’ and with fists on the body. This lasted for about one
hour. 1asked them for an official note saying that | was arrested, hut | got more heatings instead.

Police arrested ZR. again, less than one month after his first "ofiense.” This time, the warrant charged him
with "spreading false information,” since his account of his first arrest had heen carried by an independent television
program. At the police station, however, no one asked him ahout any "false information.” Instead, police again
questioned him ahout the memhbership of Arkadia.

On March 10, at about 8:30 a.m., two other policemen came to my door with a warrant to arrest me for
"spreading false information.” This is hecause LM. told G.S. [a journalistl ahout my case, and she
reported it on the Studio B television news.

|1 was taken to the same police station, to a different inspector, who asked the same question:
"Where is the list of members of Arkadia?” He said that we were an illegal organization. | was not
heaten this time, and soon released.

Although Arkadia was formed in December 1990, and is a member of IGLYA (International Gay and
Leshian Youth Association) and of IGLA (International Gay and Leshian Association), we were not ahle
to register in Yugoslavia. This is hecause we don't have offices, and no permanent address. We will
try to register at my home address.
Rs of this writing, ZR. planned to register Arkadia under his home address. Helsinki Watch will continue to
monitor developments in this area and will report it findings on this subject.
Forced Displacement of Non-Serhs In Serbian Provinces

In previous reports, Helsinki Watch has devoted much of its attention to "ethnic cleansing™ in Bosnia-

' LR. displayed several fresh scars on his legs.

® The term "ethnic cleansing" in this context refers to the various tactics used by ethnic groups in the former Yugoslavia to
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Hercegovina. At the same time, however, the forced displacement of non-Serbs has also occurred in Serbian
provinces, alheit on a smaller scale than in Bosnia. Helsinki Watch representatives have compiled the following
testimony of such ahuses in Serbian provinces, focusing on the two areas from which many of the complaints were
made: Vojuodina and Sandzak. This topic will he expanded upon in Helsinki Watch's forthcoming report on civil
liherties in Yugosiavia.

Serbian paramilitaries, with the apparent hlessing of local, provincial and republican governments, have
heen terrorizing and forcibly displacing non-Serhs from areas within Serbia.’ This campaign has been particularly
intense in the province of Vojvodina, where Serbian paramilitary forces have expelled Croats, Hungarians, Slovaks and
others from the following villages: Hrtkovci, Sid, Indijija, BeSka, Petrovaradin, Slankamen, Novi Sad, Plawna, Golubinci
and Kukujevcl.

For the most part, Serhs who are permanent residents of these villages o not support the expulsion of their
non-Serbian neighbors. Rather, it is the Serhian refugees from Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina who are joining the
efforts of Serbian paramilitary groups and political extremists to coerce the non-Serhs to leave. Serhian refugees from
Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina are guick to occupy the homes abandoned by those fleeing for more hospitahle
territory. Local police and civilian authorities in some of these towns appear to condone and, in some cases, even
encourage the expulsion of non-Serhs from Vojuvodina. And Serbian and Yugosiav authorities in Belgrade have done
little to prevent or bring to an end such practices.

The displacement of non-Serhs and the resettiement of Serlis in these areas Is part of an attempt to change
the ethnic structure, names and local government of multi-ethnic areas in Vojvodina. According to interviews with
some memhbers of the independent press, this "ethnic cleansing” has heen concentrated in an area of Vojvodina
hordering Croatia. Reportedly these efforts have decreased significantly in recent months, largely hecause few non-
Serbs remain hehind in the targeted areas.”

The Serhian Parliament and the Serhian Ministry of the Interior has heen put on notice of the violence against
non-Serhs in Hrtkovei. In particular, anti-war and human rights activists in Belgrade filed charges concerning the
issue in late May 1992. In addition, some Serhian political parties in Vojuodina continue to pressure the Serhian
gouvernment to prevent the displacement of non-Serhs from Vojvodina. Nevertheless, to date the Serhian government
has done little, if anything, to arrest paramilitaries terrorizing non-Serhs in Vojuodina and has not taken steps to
prevent further displacements. Officials at the Interior Ministry told anti-war and human rights activists that they
should "worry about Krajina™ and that they would only accept such a complaint if it was filed by a lawyer who had
heen appointed by the residents of Hrtkouci, or hy some other village directly affected hy the allegations.

displace members of other ethnic groups. Such tactics include mortar attacks, verhal and physical harassment, rape, hostage-
taking, etc.

? Juliiana Mojsilovic, "Croats Flee Serhia Rather Than Live in Terror," The Associated Press, February 4,1992.

' Based on an interview by Helsinki Watch with representatives of an independent journalist association in Vojvodina, in New York
on June 29,1993.

" In August 1990, in the predominantly Serbian town of Knin (population 15,000), Serhs held a referendum to proclaim a Serhian
autonomous region within Croatia. After Serhian forces assumed control of areas in Croatia where Serhs comprised a majority or a
significant minority, they declared their secession from Croatia and proclaimed the formation of the "Republic of Serbian Krajina."
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Some Serbs affiliated with Serbia's anti-war and human rights movement, the independent press and some
opposition parties have undertaken steps to protect non-Serhs from persecution and displacement in Vojvodina. They
have alerted the foreign press to such displacements of non-Serhs and have intervened with the local and republican
authorities on hehalf of those heing persecuted. Moreouer, some Serhs from Yojvodina support their non-Serhian
neighhbors and have worked to prevent their displacement. Serhs who defend non-Serhs in their republic do So at great
personal risk of harassment, physical assault and, possihly, death.

The fate of the village of Hrtkovci in Vojvodina illustrates methods used to displace non-Serhs forcibly from
Serbia. In May 1992, Serhian paramilitary groups and their followers assumed control of the local government of this
village. The new government nearly immediately changed the name of the village and streets to reflect its new Serbian
identity, and the demographics of the town immediately shifted in turn. In early May 1992, Hrtkovci's population of
4,000 was approximately 80 percent Croatian; two months later it was approximately 75 percent Serbian.” According
to NK, "2,014 Catholics (Hungarians and Croats) lived in 520 houses in the village. As of the end of March 1993, 218
families had left and only 848 Catholics, mostly the elderly, remained in another 300 houses."™

The campaign against non-Serhs in Hrtkouci was at least inspired hy Vojislav Sesel)'s"” visit to the village in
early April 1992." During thatvisit, Seselj helped established a local branch of the Serhian Radical Party, an ultra-right-
wing political party which he leads. At a meeting of the new party, Seselj reportedly stated that "all Croats who had
sinned had to leave.” The newly appointed secretary of SeSeli’'s party, Mr. Zili¢, then read the names of those Croats
who had to leave the village and announced "cadre” changes in the town's public enterprises. He demanded that
several prominent non-Serhs in the community be dismissed from their positions as directors of local firms or from
the local government. After persistent harassment over several weeks, many residents fled the village out of fear.

Those who stayed endured continuing verbal and physical harassment and other forms of intimidation.
Uniformed and armed men (some with stockings over their heads) entered the homes of some non-Serhs and
threatened them at gunpoint or with knives demanding that they pack their helongings, either within days or hours,
and leave the village. Some were also forced to sign over their homes and helongings to local authorities. In addition,
several people were heaten, including the local Roman Catholic priest and one man, Milan Stefanac, was found
bludgeoned to death in a ditch.®

* Chuck Sudetic, "Serbs Force an Exodus From Plain," 77ie New York Times, July 26, 1992. According to the 1981 census, Vojvodina's
total population numbered approximately two million; 54.4 percent were Serhian; 18.9 percent Hungarian; 8.2 percent Yugoslav; 5.4
percent Croats; and 3.4 percent Slovaks. Approximately 20 other ethnic groups also lived in Vojvodina in 1981.

" Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on March 25, 1993, in Hrtkovci, a village in Vojvodina, Yugosiavia.

“ Vojislav Sesel] reportedly heads the Serbian paramilitary group the White Eagles (8e// OrfovA. He heads the ultranationalist
Serhian Radical Party which was second in the December 1992 elections and won 34 seats in the federal assemhbly and 73 in the
Serhian National Assembly. IMilan Andrejevich, "The Radicalization of Serbian Politics," RFE/RL Aesearch Repori Vol 2, No. 13, March
26,1993.

* The information in this section is drawn from interviews conducted by Helsinki Watch representatives with refugees from
Hrtkovci, Vojvodina, in Zagreh, Croatia, on June 18,1992, and with residents in the village in late July 1992.

' Chuck Sudetic, "Serbs Force an Exodus From Plain," 7/e New York Times, July 26, 1992. See also Florence Hartmann, "Mass
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According to MK, a 27-year-old Croatian man interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives:"

Armed gangs would enter our homes with guns and knives and threaten us, demanding that we leave
Serhia. We call the police station and the local police come to see what happens. They can often
defuse the situation but claim that they cannot prevent Serhs from taking over houses helonging to
non-Serhs who have fled or are ahout to flee.

SeSelj again promoted intolerance against non-Serhs at a rally in the village when he read a list of families
that were not "loyal citizens of Serbia,” and should therefore be expelled from Hrtkouci. He claimed that the named
individuals or families were "sympathizers” of the Croatian Democratic Union (Hrvatska Demokratska Zajednica - HDZ)
and Democratic Union of Hungarians in Vojvodina (Demokratska Zajednica Vojvodzanskih Madjara - DZUM). Sesel)'s
supporters hegan spreading the rumor that they, masquerading as activists from Croatia, collected 300,000 German
marks in contributions for the Croatian National Guard (Zhorna Narodne Garde - ING]”® from the local Croats and
Hungarians.

M.K. told Helsinki Watch that during this trip Sesel also

wamed that children of "mixed marriages,” 1.e., those with Serbian and Croatian parents, were
"illegitimate” and that those children have to he "eliminated.” He also said that all the Croats had to
go to Croatia and all the Serhs had to come to Serhia. Since his visit, that appears to he the aim of the
local extremists who have taken over the village. Most of our Serbian neighhors defended us and
now they are heing harassed and threatened. They have no choice but to remain quiet now.

Over the weeks that followed, Seselj's sympathizers threw grenades at non-Serhian homes and harassed their
occupants with threatening phone calls. Groups of armed men, refugees from Western Slavonia and northern Bosnia,
began hreaking into the homes of Croats, Muslims, Hungarians and other minority groups. At times, they forced the
owners to sign documents that stated that they were voluntarily exchanging their property for the homes that Serhs
had abandoned in Podravska Slatina, Daruvar, Bosanski Brod, or some other Croatian or Bosnian town.

Terrified into fleeing from their homes, hundreds of people left for Croatia, bringing whatever personal
helongings they could put in a car. Often, they discovered that the houses they had "exchanged"” for theirs had heen
destroyed in fighting or had already been occupied hy other refugees. Other non-Serhs, seeing what was happening,
legally swapped homes with Serhs fleeing Croatia under similar, yet to Helsinki Watch's knowledge, not quite as
drastic pressure. The militant newcomers occupied all public buildings in Hrtkovei and replaced the local government
with one that not only condoned what was happening, but promoted and aided it

The new government did this hy holding a session of the town council that was also attended by a few locals
who approved of its methods. They "elected” Ostoja Sihincic, a cashiered Yugoslav Army officer, as the new mayor. in
effect overthrowing the legal government. At another session, they changed the name of Hrtkovci to Srhoslavei.

Expulsions from Vojvodina,” Ze Monde June 16,1992.
" Interviewed in Zagreh, Croatia, on June 18,1992.

" The Croatian National Guard (ZNG) was the precursor of the current Croatian Army (Hrvatska Viojska - HV). The ING was the
Croatian armed force that fought against Serhian forces in Croatian during the early stages of the war in Croatia.
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When Helsinki Watch representatives first visited Hrtkovci in July 1992, 350 families had already left. The
remaining non-Serhs, supported hy local and other Serhs who helieved that equal rights should he granted to all
citizens of the republic, appealed to the Serbian and federal governments for assistance.

In RAugust 1992, the government of former Yugosiav Prime Minister Milan Pani¢ responded to the situation. In
particular, it has heen credited with:

i ousting Deputy Federal Interior Minister Mihalj Kertes amid allegations that he was personally responsible
for overseeing "ethnic cleansing” in this part of Serbia;

i arresting Ostoja Sibincic and his deputy, Rade Cakmak, and charging them with incitement to violence;

i setting up police checkpoints at the entrances to the village and removing signs for "Srhoslavci,” and

i evicting refugees who illegally occupied homes and returning the properties to their rightful owners.

Life seemingly returned to normal until Panic lost the December 1992 election for the Serbian Presidency
against the incumhent Serbian President Slobodan MiloSevic. Nearly immediately, local officials released Sibinci¢ and
Cakmak pending trial in December 1993. Harassment of non-Serhs hegan anew.

In early March 1993, the windows of Sihincic's house were hroken and, a few days later, his car was blown up
by unidentified assailants. Residents interviewed hy Helsinki Watch speculated that these attacks were staged at
Sibincic's orders to justify aresumption of "ethnic cleansing.”

A Helsinki Watch representative visited Hrtkovci again on March 25, 1993, and found that pressures had
increased on non-Serhs and the local Serhs who defend them, as well as on some of the refugees from Croatia and
Bosnia who refused to return to their former Yugosiav republics to fight with Serbian forces. In many of the cases
described to Helsinki Watch during this trip, people had been physically ahused, or threatened with physical and
verhal abuse, by local authorities or by unknown civilian assailants for the purpose of intimidating them or their family
members.

Moreover, by this time, there was open hostility toward Helsinki Watch. For example, as soon the Helsinki
Watch representative’s identity was known, Mayor Sihincic declared:

Helsinki Watch has done enough harm already and you are not welcome here! | do not advise you to
stay in the village any longer. 1 will inform the police that you are here and have you arrested!"

With that, Sibincic threatened to arrest the Helsinki Watch representative and proceeded to escort her out of town.

Before her departure, however, the Helsinki Watch representative learned that the house of N.K. had heen
hroken into and looted”™ Apparently, the perpetrators told him that he would he killed if he snoke of the looting to

" Interview with a Helsinki Watch representative on March 25, 1993, in Hrtkovci, Vojvodina, Yugosiavia.

2 N.K would not speak to Helsinki Watch regarding this matter, except to say that his story was accurately represented in the
Borlyaarticle and that his house was still visibly damaged hecause of the looting. Helsinki Watch visited N.K. in Hrtkovci on March 25,
1993, and ohserved the damage inflicted upon his house.
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anyone. Still, Helsinki Watch learned that he endorsed an interview he had given to a journalist for Borfia an
independent Belgrade paper. The interview is quoted helow:

I had to leave my apartment on May 12 last year. As | was issuing documents to one woman, Six men
entered. They were cursing my "Ustasa God," the Pope, the Cardinal, and saying "Usta$a, move away
from here." 1 was frightened, but offered them coffee. They refused, saying that by next week | had to
"clean out Hrtkovci of all Hungarians and Croats.”

1 said | had no right to do such a thing since | am not in a position of authority. 1 live with these people
and survive with their help. One of them took out a strange pointed knife. He grabhed my hair, pulled
my head hack, and pressed the knife against my throat. He said he would show me how the Ustas$as
in Croatia are slaughtering the Serhs. He said he would gouge my eyes out, put sait on them and
make me eat them.

[Another timel a few men came over. | saw that they were coming from the front. They asked for food.

[He gave them some.] When they were finished, one of them said: "Priest, now we will kill you, since
we each got 50 German marks to do that" | hegged them not to. They heat me up. My jaws do not fit
together the way they used to. | have two, though not very deep, cuts on my hack”

Five people sympathetic to Sibinci¢, the former mayor of Hrtkovci, heat the son of N.S. a Serhian woman
married to a Hungarian:”

My 22-year-old son was heaten up on May 15 hy five people. He was hadly hruised, his jaw and
cheekbone fractured, and he is sufiering from amnesia. | know that these were Sihincic's people
since they had been threatening him for a while. Sibinci¢ himself threatened my younger son. When
| returned [home from work], | called Sibincic and told him | would kill him if he touched my family
again.

[Sihincic¢'s] car was hlown up a few days later. Although he accused his opponents, | am convinced
that this was not done by the villagers: we are all much too afraid.

Police launched a village-wide search for suspects. N.S. stated that police searched her for evidence that could allow
them to make an arrest:

On Sunday at 6:30 a.m., three uniformed policemen and two plain-clothes police inspectors from Ithe
nearhy town ofl Ruma came to my house with a search warrant. 1 let them in, saying that they can kill
me with whatever Iweaponl they found in my house. After this they decided not to search my house,
and instead politely asked me to get into their car, and took me to the police station in Ruma. They
kept me there for three to four hours, saying that police inspectors from Novi Sad were coming over
tointerrogate me.

They took me to another room where there was a psychologist waiting. They asked if | would allow

% N.K's interview, reported to Jovo Paripovic, Borti3 Belgrade, March 13,1993.

2 Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on March 25, 1993, in Hrtkovci, Yugoslavia. The witness spent two months on the
front lines in Bosnia treating wounded Serhian soldiers.
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myself to be attached to a lie detector, and | consented. The psychologist, who was shocked hy what
was going on, then asked me guestions to which | had to answer either yes or no, such as: "Did you
threaten Mr. Sibinci¢®" "Did you blow up his car?” "Do you know who did?", etc.

AE, a 40-year-old Serhian man who has his own small business, had also openly opposed Sihincic's methods.
He gave a similar account of the investigation into the car homh:*

On the same day that [Sibinci¢'s] car was hlown up, at about 10 p.m,, three inspectors brought me to
the police station in Ruma for questioning. They were asking me where | had been over the past few
days, and at the moment of the explosion. This lasted for ahout three hours.

On Sunday, March 21, Inspector Rleksic and another four or five policemen came for me again. They
searched my house without a warrant. This was the second time my house was searched. The first
time was on Septemher 18, 1992, when a group of refugees reported that 1 was threatening them with
a machine gun. During the search, the police found my hunting rifle and a handgun, hoth of which 1
had licenses for, and took them. The refugees originally pressed charges against me for threatening
them with a machine gun, but since this was never found during the search, they changed the
charges, and said that | had threatened them with a handgun.

This time, however, they did not find anything. But they took me to Ruma anyway, along with three
other villagers” We were kept there until noon and were all attached to a lie detector. A
psychologist from Novi Sad questioned me and asked me ahout the explosion. 1was released after
that and when | asked them for an official note ahout the interrogation, they said that it wasn't
necessary.

The government doesn't do anything when hand grenades are thrown at other people’s homes, only if
something happens to Sibincic. This is a form of government pressure on those who are opposed to
human rights violations against non-Serhs. | am afraid this will lead to bloodshed in the village,
since this incident seems to have heen staged by him to justify the further harassment of his
enemies.

In some instances, harassment took the form of destruction of property. A Helsinki Watch representative
ohserved damages inflicted upon the property of J.M, a 45-year-old housewife, married to a Hungarian. J.M.'s house
had heen damaged by a hand grenade and the front wall of her yard had heen torn down. She reported these incidents
to a Helsinki Watch representative:”

On January 27 this year, at ahout 6:30 p.m., several people started knocking down the front wall of my
yvard. 1did not see them, nor do | know what tools they were using, since we were hiding in the back
of the house. On the next night someone was hanging at the blinds of my windows.

My son was heaten up on Fehruary 19 on his way home from school hy four refugee hoys. The police

% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on March 25, 1993, in Hrtkouci, Yugosiavia.
# LE. named the other villagers; Helsinki Watch retains their names in a secure area outside its offices.

% Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in Hrtkouci, Yugosiavia, on March 25, 1993.
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only said, "This must never happen again."

On March 7, a hand grenade was thrown into my yard. it made a hole in the ground and pierced the
glass on the front door.

Other residents of Hrtkovci reported heing dismissed from their jobs hecause of their ethnicity. FS. a
Hungarian man trained as an engineer, told Helsinki Watch:*

| was the technical director of a local factory until 1 was sent on forced leave hecause | was a
"technological excess.”” |was fired and two refugees were hired with the same job description as
mine. My son had heen fired earlier, hecause two family memhers cannot work in the same factory.

Tension in the village was promoted by public displays of intolerance. Typical of this trend were signs on the
local soccer field, proclaiming such slogans as: "Forbidden to the Ustasas," and "Soccer Club Cetnik."” In sum then, to
the extent that non-Serhs remain in Hrtkovci, they continue to he the target of harassment and intimidation. Helsinki
Watch fears that the pelicy of intimidation and forced displacement, which extends heyond Bosnia-Hercegouina, is
part of a systematic policy to rid all Serhbian-controlled areas of non-Serhs, or at least to diminish their numbers
significantly®

The Sand:zak Region

Helsinki Watch has received numerous reports of heatings and other physical abuse of Slavic Muslims in
Sand:zak, a predominantly Slavic Muslim region which straddies southwestern Serbia and north-eastern Montenegro.
Tensions in this impoverished and economically underdeveloped area were apparently sparked by the referendum
Sandzak Muslims held on increased political and cultural autonomy in October 1991.*°

% Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in Hrtkovel, Yugoslavia, on March 25,1993.

“ This phrase is often used in the former Yugosiavia to describe a person whose services the company temporarily does not need
because production has heen reduced due to economic problems and United Nations sanctions.

2 ohserved by a Helsinki Watch representative in March 1993.

» In the summer of 1992, the CSCE authorized missions to Kosovo, Vojuodina, the Sandzak and Macedonia, with the hope of at
least containing the wars in the Balkans. Peter Prahar, an American diplomat stationed in the Sandzak area, was skeptical ahout
whether diplomats alone could contain the war:

Nohody explained exactly how we were supposed to do this.... They gave us the keys to a four-wheel-drive, a pat
on the hack and told us to come tdown here and keep the peace... . James Rupert, "Diplomats on Lonely Mission
to Ease Tension in Yugoslav Regions," Washington Post June 9,1993.1

% Milan Andrejevich, "The Sand:ak: The Next Balkan Theater of War?" RFE/RL Research Report Viol. 1, No. 47, November 27,1992, pp.
26-34. The Serhian government has argued that Muslim efforts at independence violate the Helsinki accords hecause of the issue of
the inviolahility of horders. ld.
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A Helsinki Watch representative visited Novi Pazar, the main city in the Sand:ak region, in late June 1992."
During the visit, turret guns of Yugosiav army tanks were pointed at the city center. The tanks' presence did not appear
to serve a military purpose nor was their heavy presence evident in other civilian areas in Serhia or along the Serbian
and Bosnian horder. Rather, the position and high visibility of military hardware and personnel in Sandzak appeared
aimed at intimidating the local and refugee Muslim population.

Bosnian refugees who were fleeing to Macedonia, Turkey, Slovenia or Croatia via Sandzak™ have claimed that
Yugosiav army personnel would frequently harass and sometimes heat Muslims in Sandzak, demanding that they
leave Serbia. Some of the Bosnian refugees to whom Helsinki Watch spoke said that they had heen forcibly displaced
from eastern Bosnia and had fled to Sandzak, hoping to settie among Muslims in Serbia. Many then fled from there as
well, claiming they felt "unsafe” in Sandzak and that they were frequently subjected to threats and general
mistreatment by military personnel stationed in the area. In the Sandzak region in the republic of Serhia, Muslims and
Albanians have heen forced to flee for less overt reasons.

As early as the autumn of 1992, Helsinki Watch received reports that Serbian irregulars from Montenegro
were allowed to move hetween Montenegro and the Sandzak area, with at least tacit cooperation from Montenegrin
authorities. Their presence has served to intimidate the local Muslim residents.”® Although a UN. delegation to the
area in mid-1992 did not see overt signs of Serhian military abuse of the civilian population, a Helsinki Watch
representative ohserved that the presence of tanks outside the city aimed inward "appeared aimed at intimidating the
local and refugee Muslim population.” Indeed, as many as 69,000 out of a population of 400,000 Muslims have fled
the Sandzak area hecause of "provocations.”

Kalafati is a village ahout 5 kilometers outside of Priboj in the Sand:ak area. It consists of ahout 200 families;
120 are Muslim houses and 3 are Serbian. Since the war broke out in Bosnia, over 50 families have moved away.
Helsinki Watch interviewed a few of the remaining villagers in May 1993, none of whom were willing to he identified.
They all reported that they were shot at when they worked in the fields, and that the shots came from the direction of
Pribojska Banja, a Serbian-held village on the opposite bank of the Lim River.*

¥ Helsinki Watch representatives have since revisited the Sandzak region. Reports from subsequent visits will be included in
future Helsinki Watch reports.

¥ Muslims displaced from eastern Bosnia who wanted to travel to Croatia would do so first by travelling to Macedonia and then by
travelling through Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary hefore arriving in Slovenia or Croatia. Many such refugees claimed they feared
persecution in Serbia proper and sought to circumvent Serhian-populated areas of the republic. Such refugees were interviewed hy
Helsinki Watch representatives in Ljubljana and Zagreh in June 1992.

% patrick Moore, "Is "Ethnic Cleansing’ Spreading to the Sandzak and Vojuotina?" Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty Zaily Report
September 18,1992,

% War Crimes in Bosnia-Hercegovina Volume |, Helsinki Watch, Rugust 1992, p. 88.
% Ihid.

% The two villages are located on opposite hilisides. In order to reach Kalafati from the main road, one has to drive across the dam
of the Potpec hydro-electric station.
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Armed Yugoslav Army reservists are often seen wandering through the village. Recently, three soldiers came
to the school in the middie of the village and entered the classroom. They were armed and, according to the parents,
they terrified the children.

The villagers are also very concerned ahout the two Yugosiav Army anti-aircraft guns located on the "Serbian
side" of the river, heneath Pribojska Banja and directly opposite Kalafati. The authorities claim that this is for the
protection of the dam, hut the Muslims of Kalafati feel that they are positioned to intimidate them.

A 59-year-old villager from Kalafati, employed as a night-guard at a construction site, reported that he had
heen shot at by JNA reservists and was later forced to go on vacation:”

On March 1,1993, | was coming home from work in the morning. 1 saw five or six armed reservists on
the dam. One of them had a knife in his hand. They offered me some kind of hrandy [724/7/2; they had
heen drinking. As I continued walking across the dam, they started shooting after me. They didn't
come after me, hut remained on the dam. | told people in the village ahout this incident and
someone informed our local councilman, who filed a complaint with the police.

The next day, several reservists questioned me at work. They wanted to know who reported this to
the police, if it wasn't me. | think that the reservists were from Prihojska Banja. That was the last
time they harasset me.

There are three of us Muslim guards at the construction site. Someone took the firing pins out of our
guns so that we could not shoot. | didn't discover this until recently. Now | am on forced vacation.®

A 24-year-old man from Kalafati described early forms of discrimination against Muslims. First, he claimed,
they were "not allowed to fish in the river."* In addition, shopkeepers have refused to sell them goods, and army
reservists have harassed them:

There is a local store, Poljopromet, across the dam where we always huy flour. For three months
now, there have heen problems every time the flour arrived. Armed reservists push us around,
saying that not a single sack of flour will cross to our side.

[The reason there is such a disputel over flour is that the hlack market price is 120 German marks for
a 100 kilogram sack, and the shop price is much lower, so they can make a lot of money selling this
flour at a higher rate.

The incident occurred on February 10,1993. Thirty Muslims and Yugosiav army reservists unloaded the truck
carrying flour. The reservists loaded half of the cargo onto a tractor, leaving an insufficient amount for the
Muslims. The Muslims surrounded the tractor, which was driven hy Zika Savic. The reservists leveled their
weapons at the Muslims and told them: "Go to Bosnia. Rlija will feed you.” They pushed the Muslims around

¥ Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in May 1993 in Kalafati, Serbia.
% Aithough workers forced on vacation may receive some pay, itis frequently 25-50% less than their normal salary.

% Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in Kalafati, Serhia in May 1993.
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and fired their weapons into the air. The Muslims refused to disperse, and Savic started up the tractor and ran
ouer someone's foot.

Other Muslims from Kalafati have provided Helsinki Watch with testimony attesting to additional incidences
of harassment and intimidation. Generally, the targets of harassment who had any material weaith and access to
transportation eventually fled the village.

Kukurovici

According to Belgrade human rights activists, Serbian soldiers Killed three people and wounded two others in
an attack on the village of Kukurovici on February 18,1993." Yugosiav Army UNR) reservists stationed in the area did
not react to the attack. According to witnesses, shooting first started in the cemetery and then erupted in houses
where reservists were staying with newly arrived "White Eagles™” from Priboj. Helsinki Watch representatives spoke
with several villagers who provided first hand accounts of this shooting and of specific indicidents of harassment and
intimidation.

LK.* a70-year-old Muslim man from Kukurovici, and his son were shot at by Serbian soldiers:

My wife fled the village earlier, while my 16-year-old son and I stayed on. One day in late May 1992 at
ahout 10:30 p.m. my son told me to turn off the radio since soldiers were coming towards our house.
When they got to the door, they started shooting. Bullets flew over my head. 1fell off the hed and did
not move. When they came into the room, they thought that 1 was dead. My son hid in the other
room.

The man who shot at me was Nikola ToSi¢, who heat up Uzeir Bulit just a few hours hefore they came to my
house. [Rfter they left1 my son and | spent the night on the floor.

LK. attempted to report the incident the next morning:

We went to the army command, located in the school building in Kukurovici, to report Ithis incidentl. They told
us that this was not their patrol and that we should ask at the other army post, in Mustafin Grob. There, we
were also told that this was not their patrol and that we should go ask at the Montenegrin police. We got the
same answer from them. Finally, the police patrol from Prihoj arrived. They found nine hullet holes in the
kitchen where they shot at me.

That same day, my son and | fled. We left everything hehind — corn, potatoes, wool, wheat, cement.”

* $ee "The Priboj Case,” The Humanitarian Law Fund, Belgrade, February 24, 1993.

*'The White Eagles (Be// OrfovA are a Serhian paramilitary unit reportedly loyal to Mirko Jovic and they are commonly identified by
the Serbian eagle insignia they wear on their hats, lapels, etc.

* Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in Priboj on April 28, 1993.

* Winters are very harsh in this area, so the villagers stock-up enough food to last them through the winter. Because of this, most
of them speak with resentment ahout what they were forced to leave hehind.
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DK." a 56-year-old farmer from Kukurovici, reported that Muslims in his village were often harassed by
Serhian army reservists staying nearhy:

There were 40 homes in Kukurovici. They were all Muslims but there were some Serbs living in the
neighboring villages. When the war hroke out in Bosnia, we felt it too. The Serbian UNR) reservists
came to the village. They stayed in Serbian homes and in the local school building. There were
many of them - mostly from lvanica, Nova Varo$, and some were from Priboj.

They harassed us a great deal. They used to come to our homes and insult us, calling us Ustasas or
Turks, telling us that we should go over to Alija. They often came in the morning to ask for our
identification cards.

In early February, M.H. was heaten up by the reservists. He was 70 years old. He was going towards
the shop when he was stopped by several soldiers. They pulled him off his horse and heat him very
hadly - kicked him in the head and hody. The next day, five soldiers came to inquire ahout the
incident. 1 complained that nohody protected us. They asked where my sons were, and | told them
that they were working throughout the world. Then they cursed at me and my sons.

On February 16, at ahout 5:30 p.m., they set five or six houses on fire. After that only six Muslim
families remained in the village. Some fled and others' homes were burned down. The houses they
burned belonged to: Hajdo Kaltak, Musan Husovic (he and his wife died in the fire), Dzafer Kaltak and
Uzeir Bulut (he also died in the fire).

D.K. corroborated the others’ allegations and said that the February 18 attack on Kukurovici had begun in the village's
cemetery:

On the day of the attack [February 18], | saw Nikola ToSic, a Serh from a neighboring village, walk
armed from one end of the village to the other where the reservists were stationed. This was ahout
noon. At ahout 5 p.m., he walked hack to the Muslim cemetery. The shooting started from the
direction of the cemetery, and it soon spread all over the village. There was shooting all over. Seeing
ToSic¢ walk to the reservists and hack makes me think that this attack was planned. My house is
about 200 meters below the village, so | saw those houses burn and | heard the shots.”

HK.* a 57-year-old Muslim man from Kukurovici, also reported that INA reservists harassed Muslims:

* Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in Priboj, Serbia, on April 28, 1993.

* DK continued, "People that fied recently told us that there was another attack on the village on April 14, 1993. My house was
burned and the houses belonging to [a number of other people]” The witness gave the names of several people whose houses were
burned down. Helsinki Watch withhelds these names to protect the victims' safety:

A week later, [two other] houses (he gave the names of the owners) were also set on fire. Out of the 40 houses in
the village, 14 were burned down, as well as many barns and an unfinished house helonging to LK.

This list of burned houses was confirmed by other refugees, and it appears to be authentic and complete as of April 20, 1993.

** Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in Priboj on April 28, 1993.
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When the war started in Bosnia, we could see houses hurning on the other side of the horder from a
nearhy hill. Women and children fled the village, and we (the remaining men) slept in the fields and
inthe forests.

We were afraid of the reservists when they arrived in late May [19921. Some of the reservists were
good, but many were bad, and there was shooting everywhere. No one crossed over from Bosnia. We
were harassed only hy "our” reservists.

They used to come to our houses every day to ask where our sons were and where were the Green
Berets.” They used to say that this is Serhian soil, and | told them: "No, it is Muslim." They didn't
harass the Orthodox [nopulation], only the Muslims. We could not live with this pressure.

My Muslim neighbors told me to run away, but since I had a lot of cattie, more than anyone else in the
village, | stayed on.

Last summer, Nikola ToSi¢ and another reservist from Montenegro came to my house at ahout 11 p.m.
They knocked on my door and insisted | open it. 1 didn't want to do that. They walked on to the other
end of the village and | heard a lot of shooting there.

Like many Muslims who are harassed by Serhian reservists, U.M.* a 59-year-old Muslim man from Kukurovici,
stated that he eventually decided to leave his home:

The reservists from Ivanica who were stationed in the area were harassing us. We were not allowed
to turn the lights on in our homes. We were not allowed to walk around freely.

My grandchild was wounded. A bullet went through his shoulder. We don't know who did it. After the
Kkidnapping at Sjeverin,” | decided to leave.

I am now living with relatives. 1 have registered with the Red Cross and they give me only flour - no
salt, no cooking oil, no money. 1 can't continue living like this. My house has not heen burned down
yet. 1tried to go hack, hut reservists with ski masks over their faces wouldn't let me. They said that
this was Serhbian soil.

Many of the other villagers from Kukurovici interviewed hy Helsinki Watch are now staying with relatives,
friends, or former neighhors in near-hy areas. Most of them have lost all of their belongings and have little hope of
returning home until hostilities cease.

“ The "Green Berets” were a paramilitary group that surfaced in Sarajevo when violence broke out in the city in late March and
early April 1992. Most of the group's memhbers are closely linked to the regular Army of Bosnia-Hercegovina. Serbian forces
continue to refer to Bosnian Muslim forces as the "Green Berets."

* p 59-year-old farmer from Kukurovici. Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representative in Priboj, Serbia, on April 28, 1993.

* The witness is referring to the disappearance of 17 people off a bus near Sjeverin. See section below.
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Muslims from surrounding villages have reported similar stories: Serhian reservists harass Muslim
residents to the point that they eventually decide to flee. For example, Ms. $.* a 40-year-old woman from Strmac, a
village near Kukurovici, reported that Muslims from her village had also heen forced to leave the area:

The village [Strmac] was [ethnicallyl mixed: there were Serhis and Muslims. The local Serbs had
never hothered us. Throughout the month of April, we slept in our homes, hut the atmosphere was
extremely tense hecause we were only a ten-minute walk from the Bosnian horder. RIl the Serhs
were armed and they often shot hullets into the air. We were scared, hut continued to live in our
homes.

When the IBosnianl villages of Caskovina, Kukavica, Djakovici, Hasovici and Pohrid were burned in
early May, we no longer dared sleep in our houses. In the daytime, we attended to the cattle and
worked in the fields, and we slept in the forest.

On June 16, 1992, seven of us were sleeping under a cherry tree helow the village: my parents,”
grandfather and I. At ahout 11 p.m, we heard small arms fire aimed at our village from the direction
of Bosnia. Someone on this side returned the fire. We fled and returned in the morning. It was
raining the next night, so we decided to sleep in one of the houses at the edge of the village. As soon
as we all came indoors, the shooting started and we ran away again.

On June 20, 1992, we heard a shot coming from the direction of the school in Strmac. A group of about
thirty armed men singing Cetnik’ songs were walking in pairs through the fields towards our
village. Eight of us ran away together and they were shouting: "We'll get you." Our neighhbor, M.P,
somehow diverted them and they went to Bosnia. |1 don't know who they were and where they were
from.

This is when we decided to flee. We walked 60 kilometers to Prihoj. My parents went hack in late
July, hut the house was looted. IThe looters] took away anything that they had any use for. We heard
that our house was burned down on January 9, 1993. I don't know who did that*

% This woman lived and worked in Sarajevo before the war, but she is originally from the village of Strmac, between Kukurovici and
Cainice, on the Serbian side of the border. Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in Priboj, Serbia, on April 28,1993.

*'The witness named members of her family; the names are omitted here for their safety.

* During the Second World War, the Cetniks fought against the occupying Axis powers and called for the restoration of the Serbian
monarchy and the creation of a Greater Serbia. The Cetniks also fought against the pro-Nazi Ustasa forces of Croatia and Tito's
communist Partisans and committed atrocities against Muslims and Croats, primarily in Bosnia-Hercegovina. Croats and Muslims
both in Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina commonly refer to Serhian military and paramilitary forces engaged in the current wars in
Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina as "Cetniks.” The Yugoslav army and some Serbian paramilitary groups vehemently reject the lahel
"Cetnik" claiming they are merely defenders of their people and their land and that they are not extremists. Others, such as
paramilitary units, commonly refer to themselues as Cetniks.

% Helsinki Watch has not been able to confirm this allegation.
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Life for HK.* a 57-year-old Muslim man from Kukurovici, and his family has been very difficult since their
arrival in Prihoj:

| am the only one in my family that has refugee status since I lived in Sarajevo and have Bosnian
identification. Since I got here, I received one mattress, two hiankets, and 12 kilos of flour, a few cans
of meat, some heans and two liters of cooking oil each month. Only as of March this year has Ithe
local Red Cross] started distributing aid to displaced persons.

This story was echoed by HA.* a 63-year-old man from Zaostro, near Kukurovici:

There were over 20 Muslim and ahout 50 Serhian houses in the village. In my hamlet, Zaglavice, only
three Muslim families remain.

The local Serhs were good to us; it is the reservists and the police that harassed us. Policemen in
blue camouflage uniforms often came, looking for guns. They wanted to know how many guns we
were given by the Bosnians, and where they are. They asked where our sons were. | would tell them
that one of my sons was killed in the war in Bosnia, the other lives in Prihoj, and one is in Austria.

When the reserve soldiers arrived in April or May last year [1992], one drunken soldier came up to
me and wanted to kill me. A Serhian neighbor, who invited him in for a cup of cofiee, saved my life.

On Monday [April 26, 1993], someone set the house of the late Selim ASceric on fire. No one was living
in his house since three of his sons were in Prihoj, and one in Sarajevo. Women and children in the
neighborhood panicked and started running down the street.

At this point, | decided to flee. 1 left my house and everything behind. Since we didn't dare go through
Bosnia, my wife and 1 walked for an hour hefore we caught a hus that took us to Pljevija and from
there we took another bus to Prihoj.

The international community has paid very little attention to the plight of the many Muslims living in Serbian
provinces who felt forced to leave their homes in this manner. Itis likely that most of these Muslim refugees are not
officially registered with the International Committee of the Red Cross or United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees.

* Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representatives in Priboj, Serbia, on April 28, 1993.

* Interviewed by Helsinki Watch representative in Priboj, Serbia, on April 28, 1993.

Update on Yugoslavia News from Helsinki Watch

1]



Abuses in the Republic of Montenegro
Hostage-Taking in Rawneo

Ravno is a hamlet in northern Montenegro, near the village of Kovacevici, in the municipality of Bukovica.
There are seven homes in the village and all are owned by Muslims. Most of the villagers fled after the war erupted in
Bosnia.

On Fehruary 16, 1993, Bosnian Serh militia men ahducted six of the eight remaining villagers and apparently
killed a seventh, a 90-year-old man named Latif Bungur. The only Muslim left behind was the blind daughter of one of
those ahducted.

The villagers were taken to a police station in the Serb-held Bosnian town of Cajnice and held until March 17.
At least 5 Muslims from the village of SeliSte, near Macavici, were left behind and are still helieved to he detained at the
time of this writing.®® Helsinki Watch has interviewed four of the six detainees who were released.

S.B.” a 62-year-old Muslim woman from Ravno, was one of the six released prisoners:

Throughout the summer [1992], we had problems with the reservists who were stationed in and
around the village. The reserve policemen from Pljevija harassed me repeatedly, insisting that | give
them weapons. They searched my house twice, from top to hottom.

The first time was last summer: |1was tending the cows when |1 saw a truck full of soldiers drive
towards Ilijina Stijena [llija’s walll. The soldiers caught M.'s son, U. B, and one of them hit him in the
chest with his rifle butt. They also found H. and EB., and three or four soldiers started heating them
with wooden sticks. This continued for about half an hour.

Meanwhile, the rest of them were searching my house. They found an ammunition container that my
son hrought from a military depot in Sarajevo. We use it now to store nails and screws. The special
police commander, a man named Danilovic, said that | would have to explain thatin court. S.B. from
the village of Kovacevici, was also there. He pointed a gun at me. When | saw that UB. had fainted and
that they were pouring cold water over him to revive him, I started screaming for help.

Riter this heating, many people fled the village. S.B., however, remained hehind. The soldiers eventually
returned to her home:

| was visiting my Serbian neighbor one day when | saw some soldiers crossing my field heading
towards my house. When I got home, | discovered that my house was heing looted. One of the looters
yelled at me, cursed my UstaSa mother, and said: "She would he good for an exchange. Let's take her
with us!". The other responded: "We'll leave her. She’s too old for sex!" 1 dont know who those
young men were, hut they told R. [the hlind womanl] that she should not he afraid since they were the
army. They took everything of any value from my house with them.

% Helsinki Watch retains the names of these detainees hut will not disclose them to ensure their safety.

* Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Pljevija, Montenegro, on May, 1,1993.
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That night [February 16, 1993, the soldiers returned. 1 was alone in the house. Four of them hroke
into my house and dragged me out. They slapped me several times and | was covered with hlood.
They tied a scarf around my face and mouth. One of them kicked me in the area of the kidneys. They
did not let me put shoes on, so | wore only socks. They claimed that they were taking me for a five-
minute interrogation hy the commander of Kovacevici. Later they screamed at me that they would tie
me to a horse and drag me around.

According to S.B, the soldiers gathered the villagers together and forced them to walk:

| saw them taking LB. away. He is no longer alive. We don't know if he died of heatings, a hullet or a
knife. 1 started screaming "Fear God, don't fear lahs ISerhsl.” There were six of us villagers. We
walked for two hours and then we stopped at a bus stop on the road to Cajnice. One of them took a
knife out and pointed it towards me and hegan scratching my neck with it. He said this knife was
called "Turko,” since it was used for slaughtering Turks. He put a machine gun against my shoulder
and fired into the harn. Then he sat in my lap and asked if | would hear his Cetnik. He threatened to
rape me, hut he didn't.

A couple of hours later, they put us on a bus and took us to the police station in Cajnice. They gave us
alittle to eat that night and did not harass us.

Then, the next day, they hegan questioning us: Had we heen feeding the Green Berets? Where were
our children® Who were the SDA® members® How much money was my hushand sending from
Germany? One of the four men who was interrogating me took out a knife, pulled my scarf off and
threatened to cut my ear off if 1 did not cooperate. 1told them they could cut my head off hecause |
did not know anything.

We were questioned again the next day ahout the same things. Sometimes people would enter the
room in which we were held and insult us. Some were in green, some were in blue uniforms. Nohody
heatus.

We were held in a room in the police station that had two windows, wooden desks and chairs. It
could have heen a classroom. There were traffic signs hanging on the walls. | think this is where
they taught driving classes. One day, they nailed wooden hoards over the windows. It was dark asin
a tunnel. They kept us there for three weeks. One day, they gave us breakfast and took R.'s son out.
They told the rest of us to get ready. They put us in a police car and hrought us to Pljevija.

DB.” an 80-year-old Muslim woman from Rawno was also forced to leave the area. She confirmed SB.'s
testimony:

On Monday [February 15, 1993, around noon, | took my cows to the water trough and | saw two
soldiers. They wished me a good day. They asked if there was any army around. Then they went into
the village, where they were shooting in the air and harassing people. They did not do anything to me;

% party for Democratic Action [Stranka Demokratske Akciie - SDAI is a political party which predominantly represents Bosnia's
Muslims and is the party to which Bosnian President Alija Izethegovic helongs.

* Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Pljevija, Montenegro, on May 1,1993.
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they were polite.

Early the next morning, somehody knocked on my door. 1 opened it and a soldier pointed a machine
gun at me. He asked who else was in the house and ordered me to get out. | was in my night gown.
There were very many people around, some in civilian clothes and some in uniforms. | think there
were ahout a hundred of them, but | was afraid and there may have heen fewer. They told me they
were taking me for interrogation in the village and that | should leave my blind daughter at home.
One young man kept telling me not to he afraid.

I was first in a line. | did not know where they were taking us. There were Six of us. That was the last
time that | saw my 90-year-old cousin, LB. He was never seen alive again.

According to DB, lllevsollliers heat and harassed some of the villagers. Then they put them in a hus and drove them to
the police station in Cajnice:

| was strip searched by a woman, while another woman interrogated me. We were put in one room.
It was warm and they gave us food. After spending two weeks in this room, they nailed hoards across
the windows. We slept on wooden chairs. After two or three days, they gave us two blankets each.

We were alone in the room. But, sometimes the soldiers would come in and ask us where our
children were. They accused me of feeding the Green Berets.” My hushand died two years ago, S0
my daughter and 1 live off social aid. We can harely feed ourselves. 1 demanded that they bring my
blind daughter to me, but they would not.

About two weeks hefore we were released, they hrought 2B, a 25-year-old woman, with her two
daughters, one 5 year old and one 2 year old, from SeliSte, near Mocevici, into our room.

On our last day in prison, one soldier took Z's hrother-in-law, M, [aged] 15, out of the room. They told

the rest of us to get our things and get ready. They said not to worry, that they would not kill us. They
put all six of us in a police van and drove us to Pljevija.

Krajcinovici

% The "Green Berets" were a paramilitary group that surfaced in Sarajevo when violence broke out in the city in late March and
early April 1992. Most of the group's memhbers are closely linked to the regular Army of Bosnia-Hercegovina. Serbian forces
continue to refer to Bosnian Muslim forces as the "Green Berets."
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AD.*' a 38-year-old Muslim woman who works as a lahorer reported that her village was forcibly evacuated by
Serbian forces:

1 am from the village of Krajcinovici a hamlet near Rajcevic. There are three other Muslim houses in
our hamiet The reservists looted one of them on December 27,1992. They shot at the house and itis
now completely destroyed.

On Sunday, April 25, someone set my house on fire. There is nothing left of it. The third house was set
on fire at the same time hut the fire didn't catch. The police told me that they would investigate the
incident.

There are no Muslims left in this hamiet. They have all fled after the kidnapping, either hecause of
fear, or hecause they could not get to their jobs.™

Dekari is a hamiet that belongs to the village of Poblace in northern Montenegro, near the horder with Bosnia.
It consists of three Muslim, and two Serbian homes. All 11 Muslims who lived in Dekari are from the same family. Two
other Muslim families live in the nearby hamlet of Buhri¢i. They have all abandoned their homes.*

AD. a 70-year-old man from Dekari, spoke about the events that precipitated his departure.™

We lived in fear all year, since the war broke out in Bosnia . While the regular army soldiers were
stationed in the village, from May to some time last winter, it was much hetter. They were not had.
Then the reservists and the soldiers under contract arrived. They were based in the Savo Cijovic'
elementary school building in Poblace, ahout a 10-minute walk from us.

H.'s daughters, M. and J, came hack from Pljevija to get something from their house, and | went over
to visit. | returned home ahout 10 p.m. Somehody hanged at my door. 1 asked who it was, and they
said: "The army!"

My hushand and I got scared, but H. A's son, opened the door. There were two soldiers there, one of
them was completely drunk. They went on to the girls' [i.e, M. and J1 house, and | heard them banging
on their door.

1.0, a 23-year-old woman also fied from the same village:*

* Interviewed by Helsinki Watch in Priboj on April 28, 1993.
% The only road to this village goes through Serbian-controlled territory in Bosnia.

% The Serbian villagers, who occasionally come to Plievia to shop, have told their former Muslim neighbors that their houses have
been looted and burned since they left. Helsinki Watch has not heen able to confirm this allegation.

* Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Plevija, Montenegro on May 1,1993.

% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Plevlja, Montenegro, on May 1,1993.
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| fled to Pljevija with my mother, hrother and sister when Kukurovici was set on fire on March 23.
[Plejvijel is only ahout a 20-minute-walk from us.

On the evening of April 6 19931, M. and | returned home for a day to pick up some dishes. My cousin
A, and her son, H., our Serhian neighbor, S.C., and a Serhian woman were Sitting on our porch. They all
left, but S. [remained]. The three of us went indoors.

About 10:00 or 10:30 p.m. somehody hanged on our door. They said it was the army. S. told us notto
open Ithe doorl. They broke into the house, and went straight for S, calling him a traitor and cursing
his Serbian mother. There were two of them, hoth wearing camouflage uniforms. One had a rifle and
the other was not lvisiblyl armed. | recognized one of them: his name was Milovan Petrovic, or Petric.

Milovan pushed S. in the hack room. Later, | saw that S. was tied down to a hed. Milovan slapped my
sister in the face and pulled her hair. He hit me and almost strangled me. 1 had blood pouring out of
my ear. The other soldier - the one who appeared to he soher -- was trying to defend us.

S. managed to untie himself in the meantime, and tried to talk to Milovan. At one point, S. grahbed
Milovan and signaled to us to go to the hack room. | escaped through the window and hid in S.'s
mother's house.

M. also escaped and hid in the stream. She came out the next morning after S. had spent the whole
night looking around for her. My neck was bruised for days afterwards and | could hardly talk.

1.0.'s problems did not cease after she returned to Pljevija:

When we returned to Pljevija, we were summoned to the police station. The commander® wanted to

know what had happened and we told him everything. He asked if people in Dekari and Pljevija knew

ahout this. 1told him that everyone in the village knew what happened, but that we didn't tell anyone

in Pljevija yet. He said that he would held us personally responsible if this story spread around

Pljevija. 1 also know that S. had problems with the military police after this.
The accounts of 1.D.'s relatives, which confirm her testimony, are on file with Helsinki Watch.
Kidnapping

Helsinki Watch has received reports of kidnapping in Serbian areas hordering Bosnia-Hercegovina. Due to
the similarity of the incidents, Helsinki Watch is concerned that they are connected or, in any event, represent a /nodus
operandi

Near Sjeverin

According to the Humanitarian Law Fund in Belgrade and Amnesty International, 17 or 18 Muslim men and one

% The witness could not identify the commander by name.
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woman were kidnapped on Octoher 22, 1992, while leaving the village of Sjeverin for nearby Pribo}.” Although the area
is supervised by the Serbian republic police and Yugosiav Army (NA) reservists, eight armed and masked men
abducted the Muslims from the bus on which they were travelling. They drove the group away in a covered truck
without license plates. Those ahducted were reportedly told that they would he exchanged for Serbian soldiers
captured by Muslim forces, but none of those captured have heen seen since Octoher 22, 1992. Sarfia an independent
Belgrade newspaper, citing military sources, reported that the whole group had been executed in the vicinity of
\iSegrad.” This allegation could not be confirmed by Helsinki Watch.

As of Fehruary 1993, two people were arrested under suspicion that they had participated in the kidnapping;
they were released ten days later because they were actors from another state.”

A similar incident occurred on February 27, 1993, in the village of Strpci, near Prijepolje, which lies along a
train route from Belgrade, Serhia, to the Montenegrin port of Bar. At Strpci, the train route crosses a thin finger of
Serbian-held Bosnia. A group of armed soldiers halted the train on the short stretch of railroad that runs through Strnci,
searched the train and ordered all Muslim passengers off. Many of the passengers hoarded the train in Prijepolje and
were witness to the kidnapping. In total, twenty Muslim passengers were ahducted and never seen again.

A 24-year-old man, LB who was a passenger on the train provided the following eyewitness account:"

1 got on the train in Pozega. Itwas ahout an hour late, so we left [Pozegal at about 2 p.m. 1 was sitting
by the window, facing the back of the train. There were two middie-age ladies in my compartment
and one young woman. In Uzice, two other men got on.

We reached Strnci at about 4 p.m. The train stopped abruptly. From where | was sitting, | saw a small
office huilding with a sign that read "Strpci,” and about seven or eight men dressed in camouflage.
They looked disheveled, with long hair. All were wearing either sufaras” or black ski masks. They
had hand grenades attached to their waists and cartridge helts over hoth shoulders. They each had
one or two guns.

Al of a sudden, a policeman dressed in hlue camouflage entered our compartment and told us to
have our IDs ready. He seemed a littie uncomfortahle. 1 don't know whether he was on the train with
us earlier or if he got on in Strpci.

* See "The Priboj Case,” The Humanitarian Law Fund, Belgrade, February 24, 1993, and "Urgent Action, UR 356/92," Amnesty
International, November 16, 1992, and Milan Andrejevich, "The Sandzak: The Next Balkan Theater of War?" RFE/RL Research Report,
Vol |, No. 47, November 21,1992, p. 31.

% ps reported in "The Priboj Case,” The Humanitarian Law Fund, Belgrade, February 24, 1993,

% Wid

" Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Belgrade on May 12, 1993.

" A traditional Serbian Cetnik hat of black fur.
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There were two girls, hoth ahout 14 or 15, standing in the aisle. The policeman told them to get in with
us, so there were eight of us in the compartment. Two or three minutes later, three of those soldiers
came [to our compartmentl. One of them was about 28 to 30 years old, very handsome, wore his
§u|1=,2ra sideways on his head, camouflage uniform, shoes Irather than hoots], and had a foreign
gun.

Two other soldiers were hehind him on each side and were pointing their guns at us. He shouted at
us: "Names!" and we had to tell him. One of the two men had a Muslim name. "You, come with us!
Stand up! Faster! Faster!" The man left his briefcase and coat hehind him. We all thought that this
was some kind of a control, and that they were coming hack.

| don't remember his name, but | seem to recall that his initials were FX. He was about 50, and
appeared to he a clerk or mayhe a small husinessman. All the people they took off the train were
taken into, or hehind, one of the huildings near the train - | could not see exactly.

One of the ahductees had a dark complexion. Mayhe he was an Arah. He was very nicely dressed.
Behind him was a short, tousled soldier with a ski mask and cartridge helts.

Two more soldiers came and we had to scream our names again. All of this lasted 20 minutes to half
an hour. There were ahout 30 to 40 soldiers for the whole train. The girls that were put in our
compartment were from Rudo and they claimed that the hig sign of a two-headed white eagle that
the soldiers wore was not a Aakarda™ hut a symbol of the White Eagles. They said that there were
many soldiers hearing such symbols in Rudoe. The train then continued on its route.”

" The witness did not recognize the gun, but thought it was U.S.-made.
" The crest of the Serbian royal family used by some Serhian paramilitary groups.

" Other witnesses have corroborated this testimony. H.K and AK, brothers of N.K, a 29-year-old man who had heen abducted
from the train, were interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Prijepolje, Bosnia-Hercegovina on April 29, 1993. The brothers
reported what they had gathered from witnesses’ accounts:

Our bhrother went to Belgrade to visit his friends. They saw him off at the train station. The regular police who
accompanied the train checked everyone's 1D during the trip. People wanted to know why were they doing that,
and they answered that they were trying to prevent smuggling. They also looked around for guns.

A group of about 40 men in green army uniforms stopped the train in Strpcl. They got on and introduced
themselves as the Serbian Cetniks (Srnski CetnicD). Three soldiers simultaneously entered each train
compartment. One of them checked IDs and ordered all Muslim passengers off. Another soldier would
accompany this person to the door of the car.

Two other soldiers stood by each door; they took each person to two military vans. The whole operation was
completed in 15 minutes. Television Serbia waited for 18 hours to report on the kidnapping.

They didn't take the Muslims from Prihoj off the train, only those whose IDs were issued further south in
Podgorica, Ulcinj, Bar, etc. After the kidnapping, many of the villagers left Brodarevo. As far as we know at this
point, a total of 20 people were abducted from this train.
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It appears that most of those ahducted lived in the village of Brodarevo, a predominantly Muslim village witha
small Serhian population in Bosnia-Hercegovina. According to those interviewed, there had never heen more than two
or three policemen in a shiftin the village. At the time of the incident, there were over 15.

The day after the kidnapping, family members held a silent vigil in Prijepolje. They stood quietly for seven
hours until evening fell. Two weeks later, the families met with President MiloSevi¢ in Belgrade and several other
senior regime officials, who promised that the ahductees would he found. President MiloSevic also visited Prijepolje
and made the same promise. Still, the abductees remain missing, and no one has heen prosecuted for the kitinapping.

HK." spoke of family members' thwarted atiempts to discover what happened:

Eighteen days after the kidnapping, we were received by President MiloSevic. [Serhian Interior
Minister Zoranl Sokolovi¢ and ISerbian Prime Minister Nikolal Sainovic were present at the meeting,
but did not take partin the discussion.

President MiloSevic pointed out that this incident took place on the territory of another republic and
that President Karadzic™ gave him personal guarantees that these people would he found and the
perpetrators punished. We told him that all we wanted was to get our people hack and we asked him
to find out whether they were alive or not. President MiloSevic said that he was given guarantees by
President Karad:ic, that MiloSevic's special police units were working on this case, and that several
suspects had already heen detained. He assured us again that all our people would he returned.

On March 25, we met a deputy prime minister of the Serbian government, Danilo Z. Markovic,
[Minister of Internal Affairs Zoranl Sokolovic¢ and Minister of Justice [Tomislaul lli¢, and Secretary Iof
the Federal Assemblyl Jokanovic. They were all very kind to us. They said that they had a special unit
investigating the case, and that their orders are to search the entire territory.

[Serbian Deputy Prime Minister] Markovi¢ concluded that on Thursday at 11 a.m, they would come to
Prijenolje to talk to us and to the witnesses; that family members of the ahductees were to continue
collecting their monthly paychecks; that we should choose one person among us who would he in
daily telephone contact with Minister Sokolovic. They did not arrive last week, and the investigation
has not produced any resuits.

Other family members interviewed hy Helsinki Watch gave identical accounts of the incident and of their
attempts to locate relatives. The repetitive sections of their interviews have heen omitted here. In brief, the interviews
include the following:

° Ifeta Topuzovic is missing her hushand, Dzafer Topuzovic:

My hushand worked in Belgrade and I live in Brodarevo by myself. We have no children. | have no

" Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Prijepolie, Serbia, on April 29,1993.

" Radovan Karadzic is the leader of separatist Bosnian Serbs who have assumed control of over 70 percent of Bosnia-
Hercegovina's territory. They have declared secession for these areas and have renamed them "Republika Srpska.”
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source of income now. | have no news whatsoever about him.”
° Kaco Preljevic is missing his son, Safet Preljevic:

Our neighhor was with him and he saw when Ithe soldiers] took [our sonl away. [Our neighhor] said
that there were regular policemen, as well as soldiers among the kidnappers. S. is our only son. He
worked in Belgrade and supported all of us -- me, my wife, and S.'s wife and their young son.

° Mehrudin Alomerovic is missing his father, Adem Alomerovic:

My father had a serious heart condition and he was in Belgrade, in the Military Hospital. He was on
the train coming home. 1 don't know his diagnosis, but | am sure that he didn't have his medicines
with him. He was sitting in the first car in the train.

MiloSevi¢ said when he came to Prijepolje that "they would look everywhere to find these people.”
This was over a month ago and we still have no news. There is a lot of tension in the community after
this kidnapping. My job requires me to travel, but | do not dare

° Lahir Hani¢ is missing his son, Muhedin Hanic:
My son worked in the Zmaj factory in Belgrade. He last came home for the New Year's holiday. This
time he didn't get home.*

L Rtifa Memovi¢ is missing her hushand, Fikret Memovic, father of two:

My husband was a train dispatcher. The dispatcher in Strpci defended him since he [Fikret Memovicl
worked there for 20 years. |1 have not received his pay check for March. His director told me that he
[is registered as heingl on unpaid leave. He told me to ask for help at the municipal government
[op$tinal®

Mahmut Memic¢, deputy minister for human rights and national minorities, has speculated that the kidnapping
"was done by someone whose goal is to frighten the Muslims to leave for Turkey and Western Europe.”® The
kidnapping has in fact terrorized some of the local Muslim residents into leaving their homes, and has dissuaded many
others from traveling anywhere hy train.

" Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Prijepolje, Serbia, on April 29, 1993.
" Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Prijepolje, Serbia, on April 29, 1993.
" Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Prijepolje, Serbia, on April 29, 1993.

¥ Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Prijepolie, Serhia,
on April 29,1993.

* Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Prijepolie, Serbia, on April 29,1993.

% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Prijepolje, Serbia, on March 23, 1993.
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This section supplements Helsinki Watch's two volume report War Crimes in Bosmia and Nercegovina®
Helsinki Watch continues to investigate reports of all types of war crimes in Bosnia-Hercegovina. The following
provides additional testimony regarding incidents of forced displacement, obstruction of humanitarian relief,
summary execution, ahuse in detention, and the use of human shields.

$.C* is a 34-year-old technician from Cerska, who arrived in Tuzia on April 4, 1993, via a UNHCR helicopter
evacuation. S.C. reported that Serbian forces burned houses in neighboring villages hefore aiming at Cerska itself:

The first fights around Cerska started around April 6, 1992. When we saw what was happening in the
municipality of Vlasenica, we started to organize the defense of our town. For the two months hefore
the attack on Cerska - until June 6, 1992 -- refugees were arriving from surrounding villages. |
watched Serhian soldiers hurn houses in NedjeljiSte -- 300 meters away from our positions. They
have mined all the houses in the village; | have seen it with my own eyes.

Konjevic Polje

AR.* a 27-year-old woman from Bratunac, arrived with the first truck convoy from Srebrenica on March 20,
1993. She reported on forced displacement from hoth Srebrenica and Konjevic Polje:

I lived in Konjevic Polje. Serhs started shelling almost a year ago, but one could still live there. After
the fall of Cerska, thousands of people were moving toward us. Serhs were shelling them all the time.
In that way, they were forcing people to move toward Srebrenica. When the majority arrived in
Konjevic Polje, the shelling hecame terrible. They were shelling day and night. During one of these
mortar attacks, | was wounded and on that very day UNPROFOR® arrived. One of their doctors sewed
my wound, hut he didn't fix the hone.

| was evacuated from Konjevic Polje to Srebrenica with everyone else. 1 walked day and night to
come there, hut Srebrenica was also not a safe place to he. | was placed in the hospital. The town
was often shelled and UNPROFOR troops were there. At one point, UNPROFOR wanted to leave, but
women and children stopped them. They made a human wall in front of Ithe UNI transporters
hecause they didn't want a repetition of Konjevic Polje. As you prohably know, the UNPROFOR soldiers

% Volumes One and Two were released in August 1992 and April 1993, respectively, and are available from Helsinki Watch.

* Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Tuzla, Bosnia-Hercegovina, on April 25, 1993.

% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in Tuzla, Bosnia-Hercegovina, on April 25, 1993.

% The United Nations Protection Forces stationed in areas of Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina are commonly referred to by their

acronym, UNPROFOR, and are distinct from other United Nations bodies, such as the United Nations High Gommissioner for Refugees,
which also work in these areas.
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moved out of Konjevi¢ Polje when the shelling got very dangerous. So in Srehrenica | was evacuated
in the first convoy. We left the town in trucks, mostly wounded women with children. There were 37
people in my truck. 1 arrived in Tuzla on March 20, 1993.

HBY an 18-year-old Muslim man from Osmace, a village near Srebrenica, spoke not only of forced
displacement, hut also of attacks against civilian targets:

In April 119921 1 came home to Srebrenica from Zvornik where 1 was attending school to celebrate the
feast of Bairam. | was there when the attack on Zvornik started. In late April, Serhs who lived in
Srebrenica, Cetniks, started to rob and burn the houses of Muslims and mistreated Muslims in the
city. They were all well armed. They started with killings and at one point our people saw that there
was no other way to stop them but confrontation.

In the beginning of May [1992], our men organized an ambush in the village of Potocani against some
of Arkan's® soldiers who were arriving from Bratunac. We surprised them. N. and some other men
organized the defense of Srebhrenica. | know they were Arkan's soldiers hecause they wore black
uniforms, gloves without fingers and they themselves shouted that they were the soldiers of Arkan.
There were also some "White Eagles,” Seselj's soldiers. Our attack was very successful. The next
day, another amhush took place in the village of 0smace and many Cetniks were Killed. After this,
the Serhs who were still in the city left; we already had closed the roads to Zajina and Bratunac, S0
they went in the direction of Zalaz*

In June [1992], the Serhs started to shell Srebrenica. The worst thing was the hombing with MIG
airplanes. These hombs destroyed everything. The houses they hit were completely annihilated. On
one occasion | saw a homh that fell hetween three houses -- they were all completely destroyed.
There were no military targets in the town.

UNPROFOR arrived for the first time when the commander of UN. troops in Bosnia-Hercegovina
[Phillipe]l Morillon came. Only his accompaniment was with him; hefore that we hadn't seenthe UN.'s
soldiers. 1 think that only one convoy entered Srehrenica at that time, and they started to drop the
parcels with food. | have heard that food now goes in regularly. The Serhian army didn't allow

¥ The witness had been evacuated from the Srebrenica area by U.N. helicopters at the end of April. He was interviewed in Tuzia,
Bosnia-Hercegovina, by a Helsinki Watch representative on April 25, 1993.

% Zeliko Raznjatovic, commonly referred to as "Arkan,” is a purported leader of a Serbian paramilitary group and a member of the
Serhian parliament.

% The witness claimed that several villages were burned by Serhian paramilitaries. Helsinki Watch could not confirm this
allegation.

According to my information, they then congquered and burned the following villages: Daljegosta, Riieka, LiieSce
(LijeSce was later liherated [i.e, re-captured] by Muslim forces again) and almost all villages close to the Drina
river.
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anyone to leave the town, and they killed whomever they could.”
The attacks escalated in the spring of 1993:

On April 12, 1993 a grenade fell around 3 P.M. on the playground close to the school. There was no
shelling for more than eight days, UNPROFOR was there - the negotiations for the arrival of Canadian
[U.N. troops] were underway and people were relaxed. When the shelling started there were ahout 50
people on the playground, some were playing soccer. They continued to shell close to that place.
There were many people there not only hecause of the soccer match, but also hecause people had to
pass close to that place on their way to the center of town, where humanitarian aid was givenoutina
former department store. Also, the school where refugees from Viasenica, Cerska and Konjevic Polje
were housed is heside the playground.

The shelling lasted ahout five or Six minutes, 1 think that they attacked with mortars from Sasa.
When the first shell fell, a panic was created. Shells were falling like rain. | was passing close to the
playground when the shelling started. One shell fell close to me and shrapnel hit my legs. Then
another shell fell near me and | found myself on the ground. When the shelling stopped, | saw a
massacre around me. There were parts of human bodies all around me - hands, legs, heads. | saw
one man split in two parts. It was the worst thing | had ever seen during this war.

I was transferred to the hospital. At that point there were five doctors in Srebrenica. UNPROFOR
soldiers were also helping to evacuate the wounded. | stayed in the hospital and then they sent me
home hecause there was not enough room there and also hecause | would have hetter care at home.
During my two days in the hospital | slept on the top of an iron wardrohe. Many wounded slept on the
floor.

$.5.%" a 23-year-old Muslim woman from the village of Zaluzje, near Srebrenica, arrived in Tuzia on April 14,
1993, by truck. Before she left Zaluzje, S.S. witnessed the forced displacement of, and attacks against civilians:

We lived in the village of Zaluzje. My hushand was a policeman and he worked in the police stationin
Bratunac. In the heginning of May 1992, workers at his police station, non-Serhs, got an order from
Serbs in Bratunac and some soldiers who came from Serhia, to surrender their weapons so that we
would aveid fights. There were ahout 20 soldiers, well armed; they came on one transport. When they
took all the weapons from the police station, they started to go from house to house searching for
policemen who were not on duty that night, collecting weapons. In a couple of days, they started the
same thing in our village and other surrounding villages. Arkan's soldiers came to my village,
Laluzje. Their cars said "Arkanovci.” They were in uniform and were well armed; they all had fresh
hair cuts and looked decent. They didn't look like Cetniks at all.”

% The witness spoke of one family who surrendered to Serhian forces because they had so little food: "1 know a man from the
village of Sasa who surrendered himself and his family to the Serbs because they didn't have any food left, they were starving.
Nohody knows what happened to them.” Helsinki Watch has not heen able to confirm this allegation.

¥ Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on April 24, 1993, at a refugee center in Lukavac, Bosnia-Hercegovina.

% Members of Serbian paramilitary groups, referred to as Cetniks, are frequently associated with men who wear long beards and
hair.
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That very night, when 1 saw them passing through my village, 1 escaped into the woods with my two
children; the younger one was only a few weeks old. The next morning they surrounded the village
and started to call people over the megaphone. They told them to pack what they needed for a one
day journey and that they should move to the safe place, "Small Turkey," as they called Tuzla, and that
itwas not safe for us here in Zaluzje anymore hecause it was now part of Serhia.

$.S. left her village and continued to flee the fighting hefore making her way to Srehrenica:

| watched and heard all that from the woods where | was hiding. We escaped to the village of
Poloznik and then Brezovica, hut in a few days they started to shell these villages too. Finally, after
ahout ten days, we moved to Srebrenica. It rained like cats and dogs during our trip. It was terrible,
and | had to carry my bahy the whole way. | stayed in the center of Srehrenica for a couple of days
and then | went to stay with my mother in the village of Potocari, hecause there was more food there.
| stayed there for three months; they shelled us every day. When our house was finally shelled, we
moved hack to Srehrenica again. It was mid-August. The hunger was already there, but the situation
grew even worse when refugees from Zepa started to arrive. The Serhs started shelling even more
often and it was dangerous to come out of the shelter, but I had to look for food.

In August 11992], | saw an air strike for the first ime. Three airplanes came and they hombed the
center of Srehrenica - six people were killed and many more were wounded. At the very beginning
of Septemhber, they started to bomb from hiplanes.” They threw water heaters full of explosives. In
one of these attacks in late December, they Killed our only doctor, Nijad Danic. They dared to attack
with these small planes hecause we have no anti-aircrait weapons.

$.S. eventually left Srehrenica and travelled to Tuzla in a U.N. truck convoy:

My convoy was stopped at a Serhian checkpoint in Dugo Polje. They took control of our trucks.... |
finally arrived in Tuzia on April 14, 1993. My hushand is still in Srebrenica. My heart bleeds when |
remember in what state 1 left him there. He didn't even have proper shoes. In the winter, when the
snow was very high, five men would share only one pair of hoots. And then the Serhs have the nerve
to say that we attacked them. It's not only that we don't have enough weapons, we don't have enough
shoes.

1.B.* a 37-year-old housewife from Zaseok, a village near Zvornik, testified about the events that brought her to
Tuzla:

Our village was attacked on April 6, 1992. Serhian soldiers forced us to leave the place, but there was

% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative in May 1993, in an elementary school in Tuzla, Bosnia-Hercegovina.
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not much killing. 1 haven't heard that anyone was killed that day. I}!ﬂer we left] we found shelterina
village named Kula. We stayed there for seven days and then the Cetniks allowed us to come hack to
ourvillage.

We stayed in our homes for ahout two months. All of the other villages around us had already heen

attacked hy this time. Most of them were burned. We were one of the last untouched villages. Then

at the end of June [1992], they hegan asking us to give them our houses and move out of the village.

One day, Serbian soldiers came to our house and asked my hushand to Sign Some papers saying that

all the property was donated to them. They said that then we would he transported to Hungary and

that no one would hurt us.

LB. did not helieve that no one would he harmed. She and her hushand fled from the village and hid in the
forest, eventually arriving in Tuzla.

Helsinki Watch has continued to receive reports of soldiers intentionally and illegally ohstructing
humanitarian relief in eastern Bosnia. One such testimony is reproduced helow.

$.5.% a 23-year-old Muslim from the village of Zaluzje, fled to Srebrenica where she experienced incessant
hunger. She arrived in Tuzia on April 14,1993, hy truck. According to S.5.:

The worst thing [in Srebrenical was hunger. A newhorn son of my cousin died of starvation. She had
no milk to breastieed him. He died when he was seven months old; it was in January. | know of a few
other cases in which children died of hunger. From September to January, no humanitarian aid was
allowed to enter Srebrenica.

In January [1993], they started to drop food from airplanes. 1 myself went into the wootls to search for
food from these planes. Those who were strong and healthy could find something, but most people
didn't manage to get anything. One of the men searching for food packages with my group was
killed.

UNPROFOR was placed close to the hospital and department store. At one point, when the shelling
hecame terrible, they [UNPROFOR]I wanted to move out of Srebrenica, but we women wouldn't let
them.

Summary Executions
Snagova Selo

M.M. a 51-year-old Muslim man from the village of Snagova Selo is perhaps the only surviving eyewitness of
a summary execution of men, women and children from his village:

% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on April 24,1993, at arefugee center in Lukavac, Bosnia-Hercegovina.

% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on May 13, 1993, in the elementary school in the village of Milakije, Bosnia-
Hercegovina.
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On April 26, 1992, the attack on the village of Snagova started. They surrounded the place and, on
April 29, they started to kill people and burn houses -- 43 of us escaped into the nearhy woods, hut
when Serbian soldiers entered the village, they found us. They promised that they would not hurt us.
They said that they were regular army troops from the fifth military district of Tuzla. They were allin
uniform; some of them had an eagle sign on their right upper arm. Later I found out that they were
"White Eagles.”

These "White Eagles” took us out of the woods, and separated the men from the women and children.
They led us into the center of the village. There were already some men from Snagova who belonged
to the territorial defense forces (T0).” They had given up all their weapons a week or two hefore toa
Yugosiav army UNA] commander in Karakaj, who had given them a receipt. The commander's name
was Dragan. They showed their receipts to the Cetniks, trying to prove to them that there were no
weapons in the village, but they didn't care. They cursed at us the whole time, and they were telling
us that they would protect us.

Seven soldiers guarded the group in which M.M. had heen placed. The soldiers hrought the group to the front
of a garage in the woods called "Radisov Han." According to M.M.:

Then the shooting started — one of the soldiers started to shoot at us with a machine gun. It
happened at 4 p.m. The shooting lasted for about 2 minutes, it seemed that all of Ithe seven soldiersl
were shooting. |1 was standing close to the fence of this garage. A couple of kids ran away when the
shooting started. Thirty-eight were killed there — women, children. Six children escaped when the
shooting started. My wife was killed along with the rest of them; she was pregnant. My other
daughter was Kkilled and so was my mother; they had all heen standing close to me..I saw them
falling.

| was wounded in the chest, but the wound was superficial® and | fell to the ground. Later, they leftin
cars in the direction of Srpsko Snagovo and | took a look. The corpses were all around me. The
hodies were riddied with holes. The soldiers who killed our people call themselves Cetniks. One of
them said that our village is number 90 to have heen "cleansed,” and that he had started in Croatia. |
didn't recognize anyone. They were all in uniform, and two or three had white eagles on the right
upper arm.

¥ The armed forces of the Bosnian government are the republic's territorial defense [teritorijaina obrana - T0) units, which
comprise local defense forces separate from the federal Yugosiav army. After World War 1l and during Tito's reign, the official
Yugoslav position maintained that Yugoslavia, as a non-aligned state, was surrounded by external enemies, such as the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to the west and the Warsaw Pact to the east. Most of the weapons stored in territorial defense
arsenals in Croatia were confiscated hy the Yugosiav Army UNA) prior to the outbreak of war in that republic. The T0 arsenals in
Serhian-controlled areas of Bosnia-Hercegovina also have been confiscated hy Serhian paramilitaries and the Yugosiav army. With
the escalation of armed conflict throughout Bosnia-Hercegovina, the Bosnian Presidency announced a general mobilization of the
territorial defense units on April 4, 1992. The current T0 units fighting on hehalf of the Bosnian government are armed, in part, with
weaponry taken from local TO weapons caches.

% He showed the scar on the left side of his chest to the Helsinki Watch representative.
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LC.* a 21-year-old housewife from Snagova Selo provided similar information. Although her information is
not a first-hand account, it does confirm that of M.M.:

The INA attacked our village of Snagovo [300 houses] at the end of April, it was April 27 or 29 [1992].
First the soldiers and tanks started to arrive in the Serhian village Srnsko Snagovo -- a 15-minute
walk from us. Some people told me they counted eleven tanks in Srpsko Snagovo. Anyway, that day
when the soldiers came, many people fled into the woods. The soldiers were in uniforms and some
of them had Aokard4" on their caps.

L.C. was one of the people who fled into the forest. Although the soldiers did not find her, .C. later learned that
they had found and summarily executed another group of people.”™ LC. identified M.M. as the sole survivor of the
incident and "Radisov Han" as the name of the harn where the execution took place.

The husband of H.D. a 63-year-old woman from Glogova,' was killed by Serhian army soldiers while he
worked in the field. HD. Iater witnessed a summary execution of civilians in front of amosque:

On May 9, 1992, Serbian soldiers came to Glogova, our village. There were ahout forty Cetniks and
they came in three transports. There were also a few women with them. The soldiers went from
house to house forcing people to come out and then they gathered men and women on the street, in
the center of the village, close to the mosque. There were ahout 500 people. They separated four
men from our group and they started to question them a hit further away from us. They killed one of
the men, Nurija Rizvanovi¢, and then the other one, Sahan Gera. 1saw it with my own eyes. Then they
started to kill other people -- | watched them -- they were shooting from guns and pistols. My
neighbor Camil Rizanovic stood heside me; he was kidnapped. He had some difficulties with his hip;
he was killed by a woman in uniform. They forced our fellow villagers, Muslims, to burn our own
houses.

Later in the afternoon they found some people hiding in the woods. They threw grenades [in the
direction in which they helieved the people were hidingl; the people who were hiding refused to
come out. Finally, the Serhs promised that they would not hurt them if they came out. They didn't

% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on May 13,1993, in the elementary school in Tuzla, Bosnia-Hercegovina.

' The Aokardais a Serbian nationalist symbol using a double-headed eagle. During World War II, it was often equated with
Serbian Cetnik forces loyal to the Serbian king in exile. Some Serbian paramilitary forces in the current conflict have incorporated
the insignia into their uniforms.

" pccording to 2C.:
Cetniks found one large group of people, ahout fifty men, women, and children and they told them to come out of the
woods, promising not to harm them. They had to come out, hecause they did not have any weapons with which to defend
themselves. This group was then taken to a place called Rasidov Han. Most of them were killed and then burned, together
with some sheep, | guess in order to conceal the evidence.

"2 Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on May 13, 1993, in the elementary school in Miladije, Bosnia-Hercegovina.
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have any weapons -- they were not fighting against the Serhs, just hiding. IThe people eventually
came out of hidingl

The villagers eventually came out of hiding. At this peint, H.D. says, the soldiers committed the worst atrocities
of the day:

The soldiers brought ahout 50 people in front of the mosque; they lined them up heside the hank of the river.
The people were forced to put their hands behind their heads. The soldiers started to shoot. The people
turned their backs towards the soldiers. They were all men of different ages. The youngest ones were ahout
15 years old. They did terrible things to them. Intestines came out, the .. was terrible, | saw it all. They put the
music on, so while they were doing all these terrihle things, the music was playing. Four other men were
taken into the hasement of a nearhy house. They tortured them there. We could hear the screams.

H.D.identified some of the attackers:

I knew some of the women who were in uniform. One of them was a daughter-in-law of Jovo
Bunardija and the other one was a teacher from Kravica, her name is 0Olga. I've seen lother people |
recognizel killing people and setting houses on fire. Some of the Cetniks had black stockings over
their heads. They were our neighbors and they thought that we would not recognize them, hut of
course we did -- we had lived together with them so many years. Some of them told us they were
forced to do what they were doing. But how can you force anyone to do these kinds of things?

Reports of abuse in detention commonly accompany other forms of ahuse. Helsinki Watch continues to
investigate reports of abuses in detention; two such cases are described here.

MM.” a 51-year-old Muslim man from the village of Snagova had heen wounded during the summary
execution of Muslims hy Serbian forces.™ He was taken to the hospital in the town of Zvornik, where he was mistreated
by Serhian soldiers.

' Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on May 13, 1993, in the elementary school in the village of Milakije, Bosnia-
Hercegovina.

"% see preceding section for an account of the Summary execution in Snagova.
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| walked to a nearhy village called Glumina. 1 found two of my children who managed to escape
when the shooting started. | received first-aid there. The next morning the Serhian police came; they
picked me up together with some other men who were wounded. We were transferred to the out-
patient hospital in Zvornik.

A commander called Dragan came to interrogate me - later | heard he was a major. He questioned
me about Muslim extremists and how they maltreated me in the hospital. He told me that | had to
write down a list of Muslim extremists from my village. He threatened to kill me if | didn'tdo it |
couldn't write any names hecause | would he lying. A Serhian doctor wrote some false names in
order to get the major to leave me alone. There were some wounded Serhian soldiers there in the
out-patient department. When their friends would come to visit them, they would insult me and heat
me.

On May 18 [19931, Dr. L' put me into his car and drove me as far as he could, almost up to the last
check-point in Zvornik. Then he wished me good luck and left me there to find my way to free
territory. He was a good man, this doctor. | stayed in a village where some cousins of mine lived and
I arrived in Tuzla in September 1992. | can't tell you where I stayed on my way toward Tuzla hecause
this could endanger the lives of these people. 1 testified as to what happened in Snagova hefore the
Bosnian government's Commission for War Crimes, and 1 am ready to testify to all this in front of any
court.

A" a woman from Liplje spoke of the events leading up to her imprisonment, as well as the period of
detentionitself:

The Serhian army was in our village for more than a month. They arrived after the occupation of
Ivornik. They pretended that they were there to protect us. They told us that they would not hurt
anyone. Approximately one month later, in early May 11993], they started to take away men and
women from the village. They would just come, take people from their homes and those people
would never come hack. On that Monday - | am not sure ahout the date -- around 8:00 p.m., Serhian
soldiers came in trucks and they gathered people from their houses, fields and from wherever they
found them.

I hid in the woods for three days with my 12-year-old daughter, my youngest. The soldiers found us
there and they took us, together with 14 other people, into the house of Duza Salihovic. We were kept
there for ten days. It was a house with two floors. 1 think there were ahout 400 people there. It was
packed. There were women, children, and men. 1was in one of the four rooms on the second floor.
Only women and children were in my room. Men were separated from us and put into another room.
There were so many of us in my room that there was no space to sit or lie.

They would allow us to go to the hathroom twice a day. Every day we would get a small piece of bread

% plthough M.M. identified the doctor, Helsinki Watch withholds his name in order to protect him.

"% Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on May 13,1993, in the elementary school in Tuzia, Bosnia-Hercegovina.
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haked by our women in the other house. The guards would come into the room and throw the hread
at us saying: "We even have to feed you." Sometimes they would sait the hread and then order us to
eat it The guards were there all the time, five to ten of them; they wore olive green uniforms. They
would introduce themselves as soldiers of Seselj. 1 knew some of them by name. One of the names |
remember is Drago Obrenovic, he was from the village Srpsko Snagovo.

According to A, the soldiers raped, heat and tortured female prisoners:

The soldiers took women and young girls out during the day and night. Some of them would return in
a couple of hours and some of them would stay all day and night. Most of them would not want to talk
about it, hut we all knew what was going on there.

One day later, a couple of the women prisoners managed to escape and [the soldiers] got very angry
with us -- they started to beat us. | was beaten myself. They asked me where my gold and money
were, and when | didn't want to tell, they ordered me to lie down on the floor and then one of them put
a chain around his hand and hit me in the back many times, demanding that 1 tell him where the gold
was. Another soldier kicked me. The soldiers ordered some of the women outside, in front of the
house [that served as the prisonl. The soldiers then forced the women to take all their clothes off.
The soldiers had set plastic cans on fire. They used this hurning plastic to char the feet and hands of
the women. It was horrible.

Use of Human Shields
Liplje
A" a woman from Liplje, also told of civilians being used as human shields:

Rfter ten days, our soldiers attacked the village. They entered the village and the Serhs forced us to
come out of the house and, together with other people, walk in front of them toward our soldiers
carrying a white flag. They used us as a human shield. When the village was liberated [i.e., re-
captured by Muslim forces], we all knew it wouldn't stay free for long hecause it was close to Ithe
Serbian-controlled town of] Zvornik, so we moved farther away. 1 finally came to Tuzla with other
refugees. | don't know where most of my family is. 1 have lived in this school for almest a year and |
hate it. 1 hope we'll he allowed to go hack home soon.

As this update indicates, human rights ahuses continue in Bosnia-Hercegovina and are apparently increasing
in the territory of Yugosiavia. Forthcoming Helsinki Watch reports will document the repression of civil rights and civil
liherties in Croatia and Yugosiavia. In addition, future reports will focus on ongoing ahuses in Vojvodina, Macedonia,
Kosovo, Vukovar and other areas.

' Interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on May 13, 1993, in the elementary school in Tuzla, Bosnia-Hercegovina. See
section ahoue on abuse in detention in Liplje.
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