CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Human Rights Developments

EVERY COoUNERY TN FHE wWoRLD EYCEPT For HHE UNHED States ane HHE colLaPsep state Somali Has RaHFIED HHE CoNvENETON ON
He Riguts oF HHE CHILD anp PLEDGED fo VPHOLD TS PRoFECHONS FoR CHILDREN. IN 1999, HHE coNvENtiON stoov 8s HHE SINGLE mMost
WIDELY ROHIFTED $REQH SN EYiStENCE., ApoPtep 8Y HHE UNHED Nations (ENERAL ASSEMBLY oN NoVEMBER 20, 1999, HIE PROMISES oF
Hiis Historic PocUMENE SNCLWDED CHiLDREN'S RigHEs fo LiFE; +o BE FREE FRom DiscriMiNation: fo BE FREE FRoM MiLifaRY
RECRVIIMENT aND fo BE PRofEciED iN BRMED CoNFLicts; fo BE PRofeCHED FROM FORFWRE OR CRUEL, iNHUMEN, OR DEGRAPING
1ReEGIMENT OR PUNISHMENE: F0 BE FREE FRoM ORBIFRARY DEPRIVAEION oF LIBEREY; {0 sPecial REGIMENT wWitHIN FHE Justice system;
aNp HHE RiGHES fo Epucation, HEALHH CBRE, AN BPEQUAtE STANDARD OF LIVING, BND FREEDOM FROM ECONOMIC EYPLOTFOFION GND oFHER
ABUSE,

THe vECAE STNCE HiE BoPHON oF $HE Convention oN HIE RicHts oF HHE CHILD was MBRKED BY SOME STGNTFICANY BDVANCES ON
BEHALF OF CHILDREN, MAONY COUNIRIES USED fHE ConvENtioN 8 HHE BASiS oN wHicH fo REVISE PoMESHC LEGTSLAFHON NP TMPROVE
PROFECHONS FOR CHILDREN, OR HAVE GPPOINIED PECTAL OMBUDSPERSONS OR ENVOYS FOR CHILDREN. As HHe Commitiee oN HE RigHts of
He GHiLe edLvatep countrY REPORFS UNDER HHE CONVENEION, 74 DEVELOPED NEWw STANDERDS OF PRoJFECHON OND PRESSED OVERNMENES
FOR SPECIFIC REFORMS.

A 1996 UNi#ep Nations RePORE oN HHE iMPAcE oF GRMED CONFLiCE ON CHILDREN R@TSED SNFERNGHONAL CONCERN 8Bovt HHE
PLIGHE OF CHILDREN IN waR, PROMPEING vaRiED INTHBFVES f0 END HHE VSE OF CHiLd SOLDTERS OND OFHER wWaRITME @BUSES. THE
NUMBER OF CHLDREN KiLLED EVERY YEAR BY ONFTPERSONNEL LANDMINES DROPPED iN HHE wake oF MassivE EFFoRIS 1o ENp fHE VSE oF
HiE WEAPON N> fHE @voPHioN oF HET997 Mine Ban TReady. THe avoPHion oF e statuie For e INFERNGFONAL (RiminaL Court
HELD oul fHE HOPE oF ENDING HHE TMPWNIEY oF fHoSE RESPONSTBLE FOR fHE RECRUIIMENE OF CHILDREN UNDER fHE AGE oF FIFIEEN N
ORMED CONFLICES, @S WELL 8S HHoSE wHo oMMt oFHER WOR CRIMES, CRIMES AGATNST HUMANTHY, GNP GENOCTDE.

However, PESPHE HHESE ADVANCES, HHE PROMISES OF HHE CoNVENFTON ON HHE RiGHFS oF HHE CHILD WERE BROKEN FOR COUNFLESS
CHILDREN BROUND HHE wORLD. THE GRMED CoNFLicts H1af RAGED N ALL QUARFERS OF $HE wWORLD PRODUCED GPPALLING BBUSES OF
CHILDREN'S RiGHES. HUNDREDS OF HHOUSANDS OF CHILDREN WERE PRESSED iNfO SERVICE 8S SOLDIERS. MILLIONS BECAME REFUGEES
DISPLACED FRoM FHETR HOMES, OFFEN SEPARAED FRoM HHETR FAOMILIES, FHEIR FUFRE OND SOFEHY UNCERFQIN.

CHILPREN LIVING 0VFSTDE WOR ZONES WERE OLSO SVBJECHED +0 ROVIINE VIOLENCE. SHREEF CHILDREN ON EVERY CONFINENT ENDURED
HORASSMENT OND PHYSTCAL @BUSE BY POLICE. EVEN SCHools, INFENDED 0 PRoMOYE HHE HEALFHY DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN, WERE HE
SHE oF 8BUSE. IN SOME COWIRIES, HIE VSE OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT BY 1EACHERS RESULIED TN TNJVRY ND EVEN DEAH. IN oHHERS,
GaY ONp LESBIAN STUDENTS ENDURED HORASSMENE OND ViOLENCE 8Y HHETR PEERS wWHILE ScHool QUHHORIHES FATLED fo TNFERVENE.

MILLIONS OF CHILDREN HB> No 8CCess $o0 EDUCAHION, WORKED LONG HOURS UNDER HAZORPOUS CONDIHONS, OR LANGVISHED iN
ORPHANAGES OR DEFENFION CENFERS WHERE HHEY ENDURED iNHUMANE CONDHIONS OND DATLY 8ssaults oN HHETR DIGNTHY, TN violatioN of
He RigHts GUARANTEED o FHEM UNDER HHE CONVENETON. THE TSSUES SELECHED FoR BHENFTON BELOW REPRESENS FHOSE WHICH WERE
HEe Focvs of Human Riguts wWatel SNvesEqation anb pvocdcy over HHE Past HALF—DECHDE,

THe ENFH aNNTVERSARY oF HiE Convention oN HHE RicHts of e CHilo Markep aN MPorfaNt MiLEstone. THE RiqHEs oF
CHILDREN WERE RECOGNTZED OS NEVER BEFORE, BUf 1} ALso PUSED @ CHALLENGE FOoR GOVERNMENIS anp civiL sociedy 4o take
STRONGER dctioN +o TMPLEMENT TS PROVISTONS, SHRENGHHEN PROFECHONS, GNP FULFILL HHE PROMISES MADE f0 FHE CHILDREN OF fHE
WORLD,

The Use of Children as Soldiers
IN POZENS OF COUNIRTES OROUND HHE WORLD, CHILDREN WERE DiREC PARFICTPANES iN waR. DENTED @ CHiLbHood N oFFEN
SUBJECHED 40 HORRIFIC VIOLENCE, SOME 300,000 CHILDREN SERVED @S SOLDTERS TN CURRENE GRMED CONFLictS, THESE YoUNG comBatants
PARFCIPAtED IN OLL ASPECHS OF CONFEMPORARY WARFARE. THEY WIELDED AK—47s aND M=T6s ON HHE FRONY LiNES OF comBat, SERVED
as HwMaN MiNE DEfECHORS, PARITCIPAIED N SUICTDE MiSSTONS, CORRIED SUPPLIES, GND GCtED @S SPIES, MESSENGERS, OR Lookouts.
PHYSTCALLY VULNERGBLE AND EBSTLY INFIMIDBFED, CHILDREN HYPTCOLLY MODE OBEDTENT SOLDTERS. MANY WERE ABPUCIED OR RECRViFED
BY FORCE OND OFEN COMPELLED {0 FolLow ORDERS UNDER fHREAH oF pEdfH. OHHERS JUINED GRMED GROVPS ouf oF DESPERAFION. As
SOCTERY BROKE DOWN DURING CONFLiCH, LEGVING CHILDREN witH No 8ccess 4o school, DRIVING +HEM FRoM HHETR HOMES, OR



SEPARAFING fHEM FROM FaMILY MEMBERS, MONY CHiLDREN PERCEIVED 8RMED GROUPS @S fHETR BEST CHANCE For Survival., Ofiers
SOUGHF ESCAPE FRoM POVERFY OR JOINED MILTHORY FORCES +0 GVENGE FAOMILY MEMBERS wHo Hap BEEN KiLLED,

CHILD SOLDTERS WERE VSED iN MORE HHAN FHIRHY COUNIRIES BROUND HHE woRLD. Human RigHts Watey investgaten HiE Use oF
CHILD SOLDIERS IN SOME oF HHESE CoNFLicEs, INCLWDING N ANGoLa, Colomeia, HHe Democratic RepueLic of CoNGo, LEBANON, LiBERTA,
STERRD LEONE, SRi LaNka, SwaN ane Uganvd. IN STERRA LEONE, $HOUSANDS OF CHILDREN GBDUCHED BY REBEL FORCES WitNESSED GNP
PaR$iciPAtED IN HORRIBLE AfRoCTHIES AQATNSE CIVILIANS, INCLUWDING BEHEODINGS, aMPUFaHioNs, RAPE, GNP BURNING PEOPLE 8LIVE.
(MiLoReN Forced fo fake PaRE TN BFRoCTHES WERE OFFEN GIVEN DRUGS o OVERCOME HHETR FEAR OR RELUCHAINCE f0 Do so. IN
ColomBia, 4ENS oF HHOUSBNDS OF CHILDREN WERE VSED @S SOLDIERS BY 8LL STPES fo FHE COUNERY'S ONGOING BLooDY CoNFLict. N
SOUHHERN LEBANON, WHEN BoYS FLED f0 DESERE OR @07 CONSCRIPHON 8Y HHE SoutH LEBANON ARMY, AN [SRAELT AWILiaRY MiLitia,
HETR ENFIRE FAMILTES WERE SUBJECE 0 EYPULSTON FROM HHE 0CCUPIED 70ONE.

GTRLS WERE OLSo USED 8S SOLDTERS IN MANY PaRIS oF HHE woRLD. IN dopition +o comeat puties, Human Riguts wated Founp
Hat GirLs WERE SuBECH 4o SEYVAL BBUSE N FakeN as “wives” BY BRMED GROUPS iN ANGOLA, STERRA LEONE, ane Uganvd. (irLs
WHO WERE TMPREGNGHED BY REBEL COMMANDERS WERE SOMELIMES FORCED {0 STRAP HHETR BABIES ON HHETR BAcks SHORILY GFFER GiVING
BirIH anp fake VP GRMS AGaAINST 0PPOSING FORCES.

SoMe GoverRnvENEs fook, PostHive stePs. (oLoMBia STONTFicanILY REDUCED HHE NUMBER oF UNDER—ETGHIEENS TN T+s NationaL
SECWRiHY FORCES GFFER PLEDGING f0 UPHOLD @ MiNiMUM RECRUIIMENT GGE oF EfGHFEEN. THE STERRA LEONEAN GOVERNMENT EXYCLUDED
UNDER—ETGHIEENS FROM THS NEWLY—FORMED MILi{aRY, BASED oN PLEDGES MabE fo OLARA OFuNNy, FHE SPECTAL REPRESENIAHIVE For HHE
SECREFARY—GENERGL ON BRMED CONFLICH AND CHTLDREN. THE UK. QovERNMENF MADE @ MiLI{aRY 87> AGREEMENT fo HHE STERRA LEONEAN
GOVERNMENE CONFINGENT ON  NONRECRUHMENT OF CHILDREN 8NP FHE DEMOBILIZAHION OND REHABILHAEION OF FORMER CHiLD SOLDERS,
ALtHoUGH T cONFINUED +0 USE STYFEEN—OND SEVENIEEN—YEBR—0LDS iN TFS owN MILTHERY Force., OHER stafes, iNcLwing HHE (zEcH
RepueLic, GERMANY, NoRwdY, PorFuGaL, an Souty AFRica, PASSED LEGTSLAION 0R NFROPUCED MEASURES 40 EXCLUDE UNDER—ETGHIEENS
FRoM FHETR MILHHORY FORCES.

Unver HHe Convention oN HHE RigHts ofF HHE CHiLb, HHE GENERAL DEFINTHON OF @ clilb 7S GNY PERSON UNDER HHE GQE OF
EicHtEEN. However, ARFTCLE 38, GOVERNING CHILDREN AND GRMED CONFLiCE, USES FIFHEEN @S HHE MINTMUM GGE FOR RECRUIFMENT GND
PORFCTPAFION IN HosHiLities. THiS Low SHINDORD oF PRofECHON REMAINED @ GLARING OND FROVBLING aNoMALY among HiE
CONVENFION'S 0FHER STRONG PROVISTONS.

SEVERAL YEARS GFFER HHE CONVENFION'S @PoPHioN, 8 UN. worKING GROVP was cREHED +o DRAFE AN oPFionaL Profocol +o e
CONVENFION HHat woLLD RATSE HHE MINTMUM GGE FOR RECRUTIMEN} aND PARFCTPAFION IN HosHLHHES to gigrieen. However, as Hig
FENHH BNNIVERSORY oF fHE CONVENETON'S BboPFHioN GRRIVED, AGREEMENE ON fHE oPFHioNaL PRofocol SHLL HAd Not BEEN REACHED,
LARGELY BECAUSE OF 0PPOSTHON BY GOVERNMENTS wHo CONFINVED +0 RECRUIF MINORS, NotasLy +He UNiHep States.

DesPite Hese osstacles, eFFoRES $o stoP HHE USE OF CHiLd SOLDTERS CONEINUED +0 GRow. IN 1998, HHE RECRUTIMEN} OF
CHILDREN UNDER fHE OGE OF FIFFEEN N> FHETR VSE TN HosHLitiES was TOENEIFTED 8S @ waR CRiME N HHE stafuie oF e
INfERNGEToNL (RiMiNGL Covrt. ONcE ESHaBLISHED, HE COVRE will HAVE JURispictioN +o PRoSECUIE fHHosE RESPONSTBLE FoR HHE USE
OF CHiLb SOLDIERS. THE VSE OF CHILDREN 8S SOLBTERS was OLSo RECOGNIZED @S @ CHiLb LABOR 7SSUE. A LABOR FREAHY BANNING HHE
WORST FORMS OF CHiLb LABOR, BboPHED N JUNE 1999, PROHTBIHED HHE FORCED RECRUTIMEN} OF CHILDREN FOR USE SN BRMED CONFLiCES,

IN 1998, +e Coalition +o SHoP e Use ofF CHiLp SoLDTERS FORMED N ORDER fo CAMPATGN FoR @ SHRONG oPFHonaL Profocol +o
He Convention oN HHE RigHts ofF HHE CHILD wHicH wollp PRoHiBH Ny RECRUIIMENT oF CHLDREN UNDER HHE GGE OF ETGHIEEN OR
HER VSE SN GRMED coNFLict, EstasLisHED BY STy INFERNGHONAL NGOs, HHE codlition workeD with NaToNGL COMPAIGNS TN MORE
FHaN FHIREY COUNTRTES BROUND FHE WORLD, MOBILIZING PoLitical wiLll anp PUBLiC PRESSURE +0 END HHE VSE OF CHILDREN 8S SOLDIERS.
IN aopiHioN +o MEDTA caMPATONS, HHE PUBLICAEION OF NEw RESEARCH, OND apvocacy witHiN REGTONGL aN> INFERNGHIONAL FoR@, Tis
Activities INCLWED @ SERTES oF HiGH PROFILE REGTONGL CONFERENCES FOCVSED ON HHE VSE OF CHLDREN 8S SOLDiERS TN AFRicd,
Latin AveRica, anp EVRoPE. (See SPECTAL [SSUES anp (AMPATGNS.)

DesPHe fHis QRoWING MoMENTUM, EFFORES f0 stoP HHE USE oF cHilb SoLbier bid Not REACH FRUTHON. RECRUIIMENE oF cHilp
SOLDTERS CONFINVED AROUND HHE wWORLD, HoSE RESPONSTBLE FoR HHETR RECRUIIMENE EscaPep Justice, anv KeY GovERNMENES
CONFINED Yo RESTSE EFFoRIS fo ESTABLISH GNP ENFORCE HHIE PROHTBIHONS NECESSARY {0 END HHE USE OF CHLDREN @S SOLDTERS.

The International Criminal Court



ON Juiy 17, 1993, N Rome, pELEGAtES REPRESENHING 160 COUNIRIES VOIED BY ON OVERWHELMING MAJORiY 4o EstaeLisd @
PERVANENF INFERNGHTONGL CRiMiNGL Court (ICC) +0 4RY PERSONS CHORGED witH COMMHHING WaR CRIMES, CRIMES AGATNST HUMANIHY,
aND GENoCTDE, UPON s EstaBLiSHMENT, HHE coURE wiLL PROVIDE @ PowERFUL DEFERRENT +0 HHE CONSCRIPEION, ENLISIMENE, OR VSE
N HosHLIHTES oF CHILDREN UNDER HHE OGE oF FiFJEEN YEARS Conpuct DEFINED @S @ wak CRiME iN HIE [(C statuie. THe statuie
aLso INCLWED oFHER TMPORFONE MEASWRES +0 PRofECEH CHfiLDREN N 8RMED CoNFLict: T+ RECOGNTZED INfENFTONOL atHacks oN
EPUCAFioNAL INSHHVHIONS 8S @ wWOR CRIME, PROVIDED SPECTAL GRRANGEMENTS FOR CHILDREN @S VICHIMS GNP WitNESSES, GND EYEMPED
CHILDREN BELow HHE OGE OF EIGHIEEN FROM PROSECVHON 8Y +HE CoWR{E.

DeLecates RECONVENED @t HHE UNTED Nations HEGPQUARIERS For HHREE wWEEKS IN JuLY anp August oF 1999 4o pRaF+ fHE RULES
OF PROCEDVRE OND EVIDENCE FoR HHE CoWRE aND HHE ELEMENTS oF HHE CRiMES coverep BY e statuie, (See Special [sswes anp
CaMPEIGNS).  Two PROPoSALS iNFRobUcED 8Y HiE UNHeEd States ano 8y Costa Rica, SwiH7ERLAND, aND HUNGARY wouLd Have
RestRicED fHE SCOPE oF HE sHAtVE’S PROVISIONS ON HHE WOR CRIME OF CONSCRIPEING, ENLISHING, OR USING CHILDREN iN
HostiLities. THE U.S. PROPOSEL woULD HAVE REQUIRED HHE PROSECUIOR fo PROVE HHat HHE dccused kNEw HHE Clild IN QUESHON was
BeLow HIE GQE OF FiFtgen. THE PRoPosaL By Costa Ricd, SwiHZERLAND, aND HUNGARY wollD HAVE REQUIRED @ SHowinG Hat Hig
AcCUSED KNEw OF OR waS “WiLLFULLY BLiND” +0 HHE clfild’s MINORHY. N G0DTHON, BotH PROPOSALS wWoLLD HAVE REQUIRED PROOF
Hat He dccusep cavsep e CHILD's CONSCRIPHION, ENLiSEMENT, 0R USE iN HosHiLifies.

Human Ricuts Watel sai HHat HHe court SHOULD HAvE JURTSDICHON OVER CBSES iN wHicH HIE dccusep ReckLESSLY FaiLep fo
take steps 4o ascertain fHe cHild’s BGE. Sucy @ PosiioN, weE BRGUED, wolld BE CoNsTSTENt with Profocol [ Appitional +o HHe
GENEVE ConvENnEioNs, wHicH REQUIRES states +o “take dLL FEdsTBLE MEASWRES” 4o ENSWRE HHat CHILDREN UNDER HHE GGE oF FiFigeN
bo Not take aN ackive PaR N HosHiLities. Huvan Ricits wate also Pointep out $Hat ENCOURAGEMENY, GCCEPHINCE, OR
AuHorTZAHON oF @ clilp’s ENLiSTMENE R PaRETCTPatioN IN HosHLIETES SHoulb BE SUFFiciEnt conbuet For HHE cowrt 4o EYERCTSE
JURTSDICHION.

A SUBSEQUENY DiSCUsSioN PAPER, PRODUCED BY FHE CooRDINGFOR oF $HE DELEGHES’ WORKING GROVP ON HHE ELEMENT OF CRIMES,
REFLECHED HIESE RECOMMENDFIONS. [f REQUIRED PROSECUIORS 40 SHow HHat HHE Bceused “kNEw 0R SHOUD HAVE kNowN” +Hat HHeE
CHILD N QUESHION was UNDER HHE GGE oF FiFIEEN YEORS PHRASING FHAt RECOGNIZES AN oBLiGatioN o aHemPt o vetervine e
ciLy’s aGe. THE piScussion PAPER Dib Not REFLECH @ CONSENSUS GMONG DELEGAYES, OND was INFRODUCED 0 PROVIDE @ BASTS FOR
FWRFHER DiSCUSSToN. [+ NEVERIHELESS REFLECIED ON OwWARENESS fHa! HHE cowrt must Have avequate piscretioN +o INFERPREL Hie
sfatuie’s LANGUAGE For HIE BENEFTH OF CHLDREN §N GRMED CONFLicH,

Refugee Children

REFUGEE CHILDREN WERE OMONG HHE MoSH VULNERGBLE CHILDREN TN HHE wWoRLD. No¥ ONLY HAb HHEY SUFFERED FROM WaR OR OFHER
FORMS OF PERSECUHON TN FHETR COUNFRIES OF ORTQIN, BUE MANY REFUGEE CHILDREN CONFINVED +0 SUFFER HUMAN RIGHFS @BUSES iN
CONIRTES OF BsYLwm. CHILDREN MODE UP MORE HHON HALF oF ALL REFUGEES AROUND HHE woRLD, YE¥ HHETR RiGHES anp sPecial
PROFECHTON NEEDS @S CHILDREN WERE FREQUENTLY NEGLECIED,

THE HWMAN RiGHFS GBUSES FHAY DROVE CHILDREN iNfo FLIGHF WERE ONLY HHE FiRst CHAPIER OF HARDSHIP FOR MANY REFUGEE
CHILDREN. EVEN BFFER #RAVELING 8CRoSS 0N INFERNGHONOL BORDER 0 SEEK REFUGE, HHEY REMATNED VULNERABLE f0 HOZORPOUS LABOR
EYPLOTHAEION, PHYSicAL 8BUSE, DENTAL oF EDVCAEION, SEYVAL VIOLENCE aND EYPLOTHAYION, CRosS—BORDER aHacks, MiLitarizatioN of
REFUGEE COMPS, OND RECRUIIMENT 8S CHiLD SOLDIERS.

ArticLe 22 ofF HHe Convention oN HHE Rights of HHe GHiLe Grants sPecial Profection +o REFUGEE CHILDREN. CHILDREN wHo
ORE Not BETNG <€ORED For BY HIETR PARENES, kNowN 85 “sEParaded cHiLoren,” RE en{itLep fo SPECiAL PRoFECHTONS UNDER
Ar¥icles 20 anp 22, REFUGEE CHILDREN FLEEING wOR ORE dLso EntHLED +o SPECiaL Profection UNDER Arficle 38 oF Hie
CONVENFION, 8S CHILDREN GFFECHED BY GRMED CONFLict, REFUGEE CHiLDREN, LikE ALL CHILDREN, GRE ENFHLED +0 BLL OFHER RiGHES
GRANFED UNDER FHE CONVENEION TNCLUDING HHE RiGHEFS {0 LiFE, PHYSiCAL iNFEQRTHY, BPEQUAHE Foob GNP MEDICOL CARE, EDVCAHON, OND
{0 BE FREE FROM DiSCRIMINGFION, EYPLOTEBEION, OND OBUSE.

SEPARAED AND UNACCOMPANTED CHLDREN WERE PARFCULARLY VULNERGBLE. IN HHE UNHep States, Huvan Ricuts wWated Founp
FHt UNBCCoMPANTED CHILDREN WERE HELD BY HHE U.S. IMMIGREFTON anp NaHURALTZA4TON SERVICE iN DEFENFION FACILIHES WHERE SOME
WERE CONFINED FoR LENGHHY PERToPS oF +iME BEFORE BEING RELEASED +0 FAMLY MEMBERS oR APPROPRIME GUARDiANS. Rarely
UNDERSFINDING wHAt was HAPPENING fo FHEM, CHILDREN WERE OFFEN DENTED INFORMBFION 880vH HHETR DEFENTTON aND HHETR RIGHE fo



BE REPRESENTED BY ON 8HORNEY IN TMMIGRAFION PROCEEDINGS TN @ LANGUAGE fHEY UNPERSTOOD. [N SOME €BSES HHEY WERE HOVSED
witH JUVENTLE OFFENDERS GNP SUBJECHED {0 8 RIGT> NP PUNIHIVE ENVIRONMENT.

IN 1999, Huvan Ricuts wWatey conouctep aN IN—DEPH] INvESHGation iNto HHE PRoJECHON oF STERRE LEONEAN REFUGEE
CHILDREN N (UINED, WHERE CHILDREN MODE VP 65 PERCEN} oF $ 300,000 STERRA LEONEAN REFUGEES HHERE. Most of HHe
CHILDREN INFERVIEWED BY Human RicHEs Watcl Hav BEEN iN REFUGEE €AMPS iN (UINE@ Just OVER @ YEGR, witi LHHLE HoPE OF
REFURNING HOME TN #HE NEBR FUFWRE. INFERNALLY DISPLACED CHILDREN witHIN STERRA LEONE WERE HHouGHt +o SUFFER MANY ofF HHE
SOME PROBLEMS ON ON EVEN LORGER SCOLE,

THe PLIGHE OF SEPARAIED CHILDREN GNP GRLS TN HHE (UINEAN REFUGEE COMPS was FOUND fo BE PARFTCULARLY SEVERE GND
WORRANIED sPECTAL aHeNtioN. SEPARAED CHILDREN WERE FAKEN TN BY FAMILTES GLONG HHE WY, wHILE FLEEING, OR N HHE caMPs.

THESE FaMiLiES cHED BS CORE GIVERS, OR FOSHER FAOMILTES. HOWEVER, SOME CHILDREN IN SUCH CORE WERE NEGLECHED, PHYSICALLY OR
SEYVALLY @BUSED, DENTED Foob, DENTED EDUCAIION, OR EYPLOTIED FOR HHETR LOBOR. Socidl woRKERS CHARGED witH ProfectioN of
SEPARAIED CHILDREN SN FHE REFUGEE €MPS N GUINE@ HAD Not EVEN TOENHFTED Most CHILDREN OF CONCERN, MUCH LESS MONTHORED
HHeTR cBRe N> PRofECEON.

Huvan Ricits watel Founp HHat STERRA LEONEAN REFUGEE GTRLS 8S YOUNG 8S FWELVE FELY HIEY Hav No CHofce But +0 work
s cHiLd PRoSEHUIES TN ORDER +0 SUPPORE FHEMSELVES AND, TN SOME C€asES, HHEIR FaMiLies. THESE QiRLS Hap LiHHLE 0R No dccess
{0 evucation orR HedLtH cBRE aNp LHHLE HoPE ForR HHETR FURWRE. BEHER TDENFIFICAFION OND MONTHORING SYSHEMS WERE CLEGRLY
NEEDED +0 ENSWRE EFFECHVE INFERVENETONS.

REFVGEE CHILDREN wHo LTVED IN €aMPs cLose fo HHE PoRovs STERRA LEONE—(JUINEA BORDER WERE VULNERABLE f0 CROSS BORDER
ARMED RATDS wHiCH RESULIED N MURDER, MULILBEION, BND BBDUCEION OF DOTENS OF REFUGEES ovER fHE Past YE@R. Accorping fo
INFERNGHONGL Law aND SHANDARDS, 8S wELL 8s UNi+ep Nations HiaH Commissioner For Rerugees (UNHCR) PolLicy, e REFVQEES
SHOUD Not HAVE BEEN N COMPS LocBted DANGEROVSLY cLose +o HHE BORDER iN fHE FiRst PLice.

REFUGEE CHILDREN WERE 8LSo 84 Risk OF BETNG RECRUHED GND USED 8S CHiLD SOLDFERS. IN (UINEA, STERRA LEONEAN REFVGEE
CHILDREN 8S YOUNG 8S SEVEN RiSKED BETNG 0BDUCHED BY RATING REBEL FORCES OR BEING VSED BY HHE GOVERNMEN} CivilL DEFENSE
FORCES, kNowN 8 Kamaaors.

DesPite He Fact Hat HESE CHILDREN SUFFERED ENORMOUSLY GNP REMATNED EYFREMELY VULNERGBLE, FHETR PLIGHF waS LARGELY
JONORED BY e INFERNGFTONAL community.  (NHR Facep sugstantial Political, FINGNcial, anp LogGisical CHALLENGES N
PRo}ECHNG HIE HWMAN RIGHES OF REFVGEE CILDREN N (UINEA. THE Focus oF SNIERNGHONGL AHENITON ON REFUGEE CRTSES N
EWROPE, 8S WELL @S “DoNoR FAHQUE” wit RESPECH f0 AFRICON REFUGEES, SERVED 40 LiMit RESOURCES @vaiLABLE FoR (FUiNED. ONE
MANTFESTATON OF HHiS was @ GROSSLY INSUFFICTENt NWMBER oF SHAFF PRESEN} INSTDE R NEGR camPs. UNHCR dalso Facep severe
Logistical constrRaAINES TN HHE GUECKEDOY BREA OF (UINEA, wWHICH HOUSED MORE HHaN siYly camPs. ONE was HiE Poor state of Hig
UNPAVED RoBDS, WHICH WERE OFFEN TMPAsSABLE DWRING (UINER'S JWNE o NovEMBER RAINY SEASON. However, HHE FaiLWRe 4o
aeEQUAtELY PRofect HE RiGHES OF REFUGEE CHILDREN wis ONLY PaR¥TALLY aHRiguaBLE fo @ Lack oF RESOVRCES,

Actrovad UNHCR Hav usep +HE Convention oN HHE RigHEs of $He CHiLd 8s HHE BaSTS ForR EYFENSIVE PoLiCiES AND GUDELINES
PESTANED f0 PRofect HIE RIGHES OF REFUGEE CHILDREN, TN MANY COSES HHESE Policies were Not iMPLEmentEp, For Sierra
LEONEON CHILDREN TN GUINED, HHE INFERNGEONAL coMMUNTEY FATLED +o TDENFTFY VULNERGBLE CHLDREN: fo MONHOR FOR GBUSE GND
Lagor eyPLoHations +o PRofECH GIRLS FRoM SEXUAL 8BUSE aNp EYPLOHAFION: +o MovE HHE REFUGEES f0 SOFE Loc@tioNs dwdY FRoM
Hie BoRDER; +0 PRESERVE HE HWMANTHARIAN cHORACIER oF HIE REFUGEE €aMPS; aND +o PREVENE REFUGEE CHILDREN FROM SERVING dS
CHiLp> SOLDIERS.

Police Abuse and Arbitrary Detention of Street Children

AHeNFoN o sHREEY CHILDREN FOCUSED LARGELY ON HHETR PRESSING ECONOMIC GNP Social PLIGHF Poverty, Lack oF SHELTER,
DENTAL oF Epucation, AIDS, PRosHHutioN, aNp suBstANCE GBUSE.  WitH HHE EYCEPEiON oF mass KILLINGS oF STREE! CHILDREN iN
BraziL anv Colomeia, Little atHentioN was Paiv o HHe PoLiCE ViOLENCE OND GBUSE INFLiCHED ON HHESE CHILDREN, OR HHETR
freatvent wWiHHIN $He dustice system HROUGH wHicH #HEY REQULARLY Passep. CiviL anp Political RigHEs violations against
SIREE} CHiLDREN WERE LARGELY OVERLOOKED, SYMPIomatic of HHE LARGER FAILVRE +o +ake SERToUSLY fHE PULL SCOPE oF CHILDREN'S
RiGHFS ENSHRINED N FHE ConveENEioN oN HHE RigHis oF e CHiLb.

ViEwep 8s “anFi—social” oR CRIMINGL ELEMENES, OR 8 SCOWRGE ON 8 €ify’'s FoURiSH—FiLLED SIREELS AND BUSiNESS DistRicis,
MONY POLICE AND ORDINGRY CTHTZENS STMPLY WiSHED SHREE! CHILDREN woULD DiSAPPEAR, BY wWHAtEVER MEANS., SHREE! CHiLDREN



FHROVGHOVE FHE WORLD WERE SUBJECHED 0 ROVFINE HARASSMENE GND PHYSTCOL ABUSE BY PoLicE, GOVERNMENE, OND PRIVAFE SECURTHY
FORCES, oVt $0 wiPE HHESIREESS CLEAN OF @ PERCEIVED Social BLiGHF. SHREET cHiLDREN FaceD EXForFToN, HHEFE, SEVERE BEGFINGS,
MUFLBHON, SEYUAL OBVSE, GNP EVEN DEGHH.

THEY WERE OFFEN BRRESIED GND JATLED BECAUSE OF HHETR HoMELESSNESS (ON VAGUE GROUNDS SUCH 8S VAGRANCY 0R LOMERING)
oR HHETR TNVOLVEMENT N SMALL BUSTNESSES DEEMED f0 BE JLLEGAL, SUCH 8S UNLTCENSED HAWKING, OR WERE BCCVSED oF PEHY HgFY,
DRUG—RELMED CRIMES, 0R PRoSHHVEON. SoME WERE GRRESIED 8S SCAPEGOAES, 0R TN ORDER +0 FINGER OR catcl ofHERs. Many
PoLice BELTEVED SIREEF CHILDREN HAP iNFORMBFiON 8Bovt cRiMES committED ON HHETR BEQF, 0R 8HRiBUED CRiMES IN HHE OREA 0
HeM DIRECILY, MPUHING CRIMINAL 8SSoCiations ane activities +o HHE CHILDREN GENERGLLY.

THEY WERE HELD FOR ENCESSIVE PERTODS OF +iME iN POLTCE LockUPS, FOR DAYS OND EVEN WEEKS, USVALLY MIYED with dpults. IN
JA7LS FHEY WERE SOMEFIMES FURHIER BEGFEN BY POLiCE, 0R FORCED f0 PAY BRIBES iN ORDER 0 BE RELEASED. (jiRLS WERE SOME4TMES
COERCED INFO PROVIDING SEYVAL SERVICES 40 POLICE TN EYCHANGE FOR RELEASE, OR WERE RAPED. FRoM JAILS, SIREEF CHILDREN WERE
FRANSFERRED EVENFVALLY 40 LoNG—FERM PENGL SNSHHUEONS, SOMEFIMES EUPHEMiSHCALLY caLLED “HomEs” 0R “Scools” wWHERE HEY
LONGVisHED out oF SiGHt, FOR YEBRS.

Few @ovocates sPoke UP For HESE CHTLDREN, LEF LONE LOWYERS OR PROSECUFORS, AND STREEF CHLDREN RARELY HAb FaMiLY
MEMBERS OR OHHER CONCERNED @puLis 8BLE fo INFERVENE ON HHEIR BEHALF. OFfEN, FAOMILY MEMBERS WERE Not INFORMED oF HHEIR
CHILOREN'S BRREST OND DEFENLION IN HHE First PLace. C(oNIRARY 40 PoPULAR BELTEF, MONY SIREEF CHiLDREN dcfudLLy Hap FamiLy
MEMBERS OND HOMES 0 wHiCH HEY REFWRNED PERIODICALLY, GNP WERE Not ORPHENS.

Qver HiE YedRs, Human RicHts Wated Hav atHemPIed 4o HiGHLIGHE HHE SERToUS NOHURE OF HHE HUMAN RiGHES BBUSES CommitHeD
aGaiNSt SHREEF CHILDREN BY LA ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL N BraziL, BuLGaria, CoLomeia, GuatemaLa, INvid, KEnva, anp Swan, anv
oN HHE GRosS Lack oF PoLicE  AccouNiBBILIY For BBUSTVE GCHONS.  WIDESPREGD TMPUNTHY aND FHE SLOWNESS OF Law
ENFORCEMENT BobTES +0 INVESHIGAIE OND PROSECVIE CASES OF BBUSES AGATNST SIREEF CHILDREN ALLOWED VIOLENCE 8GaiNst street
CHiLPREN $0 CONFINVE UNCHECKED,

EveN SN GuatemaLa, wHeRe HHe NGO (8sd ALTanzd Hav BEEN SINGUARLY ActvE SN SEEKING PoLice dccountagiLidy For Hie
RAPE, foRIVRE, OND KILLING oF STREE! CHILDREN, ONLY @ HANDFUL oF PROSECUIIONS RESUFED oul OF HUNDREDS OF CRiMiNAL
COMPLAINES FILED, FRUSIRGFED Wit HHE FATLWRE oF HHE NaHONGL Jwicial system fo avpReSS HESE cases, (asa ALianza ano Hig
(enter For Justice ano INFERNGFiONAL Law BRoVGHE @ LaNDMARK, €aSE INVOLVING HHE PoLice KILLINGS oF Five sTReet Youtd SN 1990
Yo Hig INFerR—AmERTCAN Commission oN Human RicHts anp SUBSEQUENILY fo HiiE INFER—AMERTCAN CourY oF Human RicHEs, wHERE HiE
€sE was PENDING aF HHE +iME oF Hilis WRIHING. SHLL, vioLEnce acainst SHReed CHiLDREN N Guatemald contiNved anb HHE
GOVERNMENY waS 8S Slow 8S EVER TN RESPONDING fo +HE @BUSE.

THe case ofF (uatemalLa pEMoNSTRAMED F1at EVEN WHERE HHERE WERE STRONG GPVOCAHES WILLING anb 88BLE o assist street
CHILPREN N SEEKING Justice, witHout HHe commitMENt oF GovERNMENES, FHE Jubiciary, anw Most MPORFANILY Low ENFORCEMENS
HSELF, HIE BBUSES woULD CONFINUE.

Children in Conflict with the Law

IN HHE +EN YEBRS FoLLOWING HHE DoPHoN OND NER—UNTVERSAL RAFIFICaHioN of HHE ConventioN oN HHE RigHts oF e CHiLo, @
GROWING NUMBER OF COUNIRTES MODIFIED HHETR SWENILE Sustice Laws +o GUARANFEE cHiLbReN HHE RiGHs st Fort iN Hie
CONVENFION OND N OFHER TNFERNBEIONGL TNSTRUMENTES.

THis 4REND was mMost Evivent IN LatiN AMERICA, WHERE MANY COUNIRTES ENACHED REFORMS fo BRING HHETR LEGTSLAHON into
COMPLTONCE witH HHE CoNvENFION. BRZIL, ONE OF HHE FiRst +0 REFORM TS NAFIONGL LAwS COMPREHENSTVELY TN RESPONSE fo HE
Convention oN HE Rigits of fHe CHilp, @voPtep ifs CHILDREN'S anp AboLescent’s SHafuie iN 1990, Ecvapor anp PERV PASSED
JweniLes Acts iN 1992, Meyico avoP4ep s Law oN e TReatmENE oF Juvenile OFFENDERS N 1997, EL SaLvabor ENACED @ NEw
JWENTLE JUSHCE Law iN 1995, BND NicaRAGUA aboP4ed @ CHILDREN'S LEGAL Cobe iN 1998 AFFER @ hvo—YEBR DELY (ROVNDED iN HHE
PRINCTPLE FHat ALL CHILDREN POSSESSED RiGHES wHicH Must BE ResPectep BY fHE state, HHESE REFORM EFFORIS REPRESENIED @
SIGNTFiCONt DEPARIVRE FRoM EBRLIER LEGTSLALiON DIRECIED EYCLUSTVELY 8 “MiNORS” iN “TRREQULAR STHUAHIONS” OND iN NEED OF
Pro{ECHON.

IN otHER COUNRTES, REFORMS WERE UNDER CONSTPERAFION BUE Hab Not Yet BeeN enaciep info Law. EFForts fo REFORM
GuatemaLa’s JWENLE Jushice system SHALLED SN EGRLY 1993, wHEN +HHE GOVERNMENE DELGYED FoR HHE SEcon HiME HiE
MPLEMENFAION OF @ NEw MiNoRs' Cope fHt wolld REPRESENY @ vast TMPROVEMENE OVER CVRRENE LEGISLAFON. AMONG oFHER



PROFECHONS, FHE COPE wWoLD GUIRANTEE HHE RIGHF f0 @ LAWYER 8F GOVERNMENT EYPENSE +0 CHILDREN ACCUSED OF CRIMES, wOULD
FORBI> PLACING CHILDREN N PRoFECHVE custoby iN JWENILE DEFENITON CENFERS, AND would END FHE PRACHCE oF TMPRISONING
CHLPDREN FOR “status oFFENSES” such @S RUNNING wdy OR BEING HOMELESS. A SIMiLAR PROPOSAL waS PENDING iN VENEZVELQ.

NEVERFHELESS, @ LARGE NUMBER OF COUNIRTES N HHE REGTON aND ELSEWHERE N HE woRLD Hab Not faken actioN fo BRING
HETR LEGTISLAFION INFo COMPLIONCE Wit HHE CONVvENFION. N HHE AMERTCAS, ARGENFING anp PaRAGUAY, BMONG oFHERS, REFATNED
oVIDASED SWENILE Laws FHaE i Not apeQUAtELY ProfECE CHILDREN'S RigHTss N Colomeia, HHE 1939 JueniLes Act was LitHLE MorE
FHoN @ REPACKAGING oF EBRLIER LEGisLafioN.

WHERE LEGSLOHIVE REFORMS Hab fakeN PLAce, He PRACHCES §N MANY COUNIRIES FELL FaR SHORF oF HHETR NEw LEGAL
sfanvares.  IN Mevico, as HHE UN. CommiHee oN HHe Riguts ofF HHE CHiLb 0BSERVED N 1994, @ LARGE NUMBER OF CHiLDREN
COMPLATNED oF TLL—IREGIMENT 84 HHE HONDS OF PoLice aNp MILTHARY PERSONNEL. [N NicaRagua, altHovaH HHe Law PRovivED Hiat
CHILDREN SHOULD BE HOVSED SEPGRHELY FRoM BPULES, CHILDREN CONFINVED $0 BE COMMINGLED witH apuLis BECAVSE oF HHE Lack oF
APPROPRIME JWENILE FaciLities. IN HHE DominNican RePusLic, HHE GQovERNMENF'S NEGR—CoMPLEFE FAILWRE {0 ENFORCE HifE
coUNIRY’S 1994 MiNOR'S €obE LED {0 HHE CONFINEMENE OF HUNDREDS OF @POLESCENFS N DUt PRISONS, WHERE YoulH wERE Not
OFFORDED SVFFICTENT PROFECEION, EDUCATION, OR REHABILTHAFION.

Trial and Sentencing Practices

Far 400 oF#EN, CHLDREN GROUND FHE WORLD WERE BROUGHE to #RTAL OND SENFENCED iN ways HHat voLatep HER RicHts.
Human RicHts WateH ocUMENEED systemic FATLURES +0 GUARANEEE CHILDREN LEGAL RPRESENFAEION AND OFHERWISE PROVIDE HHEM with
FaiR HEARINGS N BraziL, BuLgaria, Guatemala, INvia, Jamaica, Kenva, Pakistan, anv Russia. OF PARFICULAR CONCERN wWERE
sentences HHat violater e INFERNGEIONGL PRINCTPLE HHat DEPRiVAFION oF LiBEREY SHOULD BE @ MEGSWRE oF Last RESORY aND FOR
He SHorteSH GPPROPRIGIE PERiOD OF fIME OND PROHTBIHING MEASWRES HHdt ConsHIHUIED FORFURE OR CRUEL, iNHUMEN, OR DEGRAPING
freaiveNS.

IN MONY COSES, CHILDREN WERE DEFAINED ARBIHRARILY OR INDEFINTHELY ON HHE BASTS OF VAGUE LEGALPROVISTONS. IN KEnyd, Human
RicHts watew's invesHiaation Founp $Hat SIREEF CHILDREN WERE COMMIHED FOR YEARS f0 JWENILE CoRRECHONAL iNsHHUETONS
OF1ER HHEY WERE FOUND f0 BE “SN NEED oF PROFECETON 0R DISCTPLINE” SN SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS witHout LEGAL REPRESENFAHION.
SIMILARLY, N Paracguay anv ofHerR couNtRies IN HHe AmeRicas fHat Hav Not BRoVGHF HHETR Laws iNfo conForMity witd He
Convention oN HE Rigits of e CHiLb, CHiLDREN WERE DEFATNED ON HHE SLL—DEFiNED BdSis HHat fHey weRe N @ “state of
DANGER,”

IN oHHER iNstANCES, state autHoriHES STMPLY FLOVIED Laws INFENDED f0 PRofECE fiE DUE PROCESS RiGHES oF JuveNiLes., Ow
1996 INvestiGatioN ofF BULGARTA FouND HHat CHILDREN WERE oFFEN DEFAINED N PoLice LockuPs FAR LONGER fHaN fHE LeqaLLy
PERMISSTBLE PERjODS, witHout BEING FORMALLY CHORGED, aND witHout any Jwicial review. IN INDia, wE Founp gt Police
REGULARLY DEFATNED SHREEF CHILDREN witHout QTVING FHEM 8NY GROUNDS FoR GRREST aND FATLED {0 BRING HEM BEFORE MAGTSIRATES
iN HHE FIME PERTOD REQUIRED UNDER INDid’s JweniLe Justice Act. IN @ 1999 investiqation of Police Practices iN Russia,
avoLESCENES N VaRToUs €ifies folp Human Ricits Watel HHat PoLice ROVEINELY VioLGHED RUSSTAN Law aND INFERNGHONGL SHANDGRDS
BY INFERROGAFING FHEM SOMEFIMES UNDER FoRFVRE iN HHE GBSENCE oF AHFORNEYS.

IN Javaica, TriNiba> ano ToBAGo, OND ELSEWHERE N HHE ENGLiSH—SPEGKING CORTBBEAN, JWENILE COVRF JUWGES WERE
aViHoriZED +0 TMPOSE SENFENCES OF FLOGGTING FOR CERFAIN CRIMES. N @PDitioN, CHILDREN N DEFENFION iN FHESE COUNIRTES WERE
SUBJECHED $0 CORPORAL PUNTSHMENT 8S @ MEHIOD OF DISCTPLINE, STMILARLY, Pakistan's Hupoow OrpiNGNCES PERMiHED JUWGES fo
INCLWDE WHIPPING, USVALLY BEhwWEEN FIFFEEN aND FHIRIY LasHES, ds PARY oF CHILDREN'S SENTENCES: SN PRACHCE, However, fiat
PORFTON OF HHE SENFENCE GPPEARED f0 BE ROVEINELY OVERFURNED oN APPEAL. N KENYA f00, CORPORAL PUNTSHMENS BY CANE OR Rob
js QUHIORTZED BY Law TN SENFENCING CHILDREN OND @S @ DiSCTPLINGRY MEASURE N CORRECHTONAL INSHHUFTONS FoR CHiLDREN. THE
MPOSTHON OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENY 7S PRoHiBHED BY iNFERNGHIONAL stanvarps.  Moreover, HHE UN. BoDiES CHARGED with
MONTHORING stddes ParYiES’ comPLiaNCE with HHE INFERNGFIONAL Covenant oN Civil anp Polifical Riguts, fHe Convention against
Tortre ane OFHER CRUEL, INHWMEON OR DEGRADING TREGFMENE 0R PUNiSHVENT, aND HHE ConvENtioN oN HiE RigHts oF HHe CHiLe Have
aLL iNpicatep FHat corPORAL PUNTSHMENE 7S INComMPatIBLE with HHosE HuMaN RiGHEs fredties.

Conditions of Confinement



THROVGHOU FHE WORLD, CHILDREN WERE SUBJECHED 40 GPPALLING CONDTHONS OF CONFINEMENE H1a$ vioLA4ED iNFERNGHONAL
sfanodrps, OFfen HELD it dvwlts an suBsectep fo Beatings aF HHE HANDS oF GUARDS aND oHHER DETAINEES, CHILDREN iN
CONFINEMENF WERE FREQUENFLY DENTED BPEQUATE Foop, MEDTCAL N> MENFAL HEALHH CARE, EDUCAHON, BND 8CceESS fo Basic SONHARY
FaciLities. ALL oF HHESE CHILDREN would EvENFVALLY ReFWRN fo sociedy, MEANING fHat e FaiLure fo PREPARE HHem For HHETR
REFURN waS SHORISTGHIED 8S WELL 8S CRUEL, CORRYING ENORMOUS Socidl costs.

THe PRACHCE OF HOLDING CHILDREN iN GpULE FACILIHTES, COMMON TN MANY PARFS OF HHE wWORLD, EYPOSED CHLDREN fo @BUSVE
CONDTHONS TNCLWDING PHYSTCAL NP SEYVAL BBUSE FAR wWORSE FHAN HHoSE HHEY woULD HAVE EYPERTENCED iN JUVENILE FaciLities. IN
(aMBODTA, FOR EYOMPLE, CHILDREN WERE HOUSED NDISCRIMINGFELY witH @pult DETAINEES AND REPORIEDLY SEYVALLY GBUSED AND
SUBJECHED +o OHER FORMS OF PHYSTCAL anD PSYCHoLogGical vioLENCE @ HHE Hanps oF avults. IN (uatemaLd, Huvan Ricits watey
TINFERVIEWED CHILDREN COMMINGLED witH @DULES wHo REPORIED BEAEINGS OND RAPES BY GPULES, AND BEING FORCED 0 GiVE VP HHETR
cLotHiING fo abults, or o PaY MoNEY +o BpuLts iN oRDER {0 GEY @ PLAce o sLeep.

THe UNHED SHates coNFINVED +o INCARCERGHE LARGE NUMBERS OF CHILDREN iN RESPONSE $0 @ PERCETVED UPSWRGE iN ViOLENF
JWENTLE CRIME. [N Fact, HHE NUMBER OF JUWENTLE OFFENDERS CONSTSIENILY FELL FRoM 1994 40 1997 accorping +o U.S. FeveraL
Bureav oF INvestiGation pata, JWENILE aRRESHS DECLINED EACH YEOR, witH N OVERGLL DECREASE oF NEORLY 4 PERCEN} For HiE
PERTOD.  JUWENTLE GRRESES FOR VIOLENE CRIMES WERE DOWN BY 6 PERCENE DURING HHE SGME +iME PERTOD.

Many Youtd iN fHe UNTep States weRe cHARGED iN fHE BbuLt crRiMINGL sysiem UNDER state Laws fHat mave i E@siER For
CHiLoREN +o BE IRiED 8S @puLts. Behween 1992 anv 1998, at Least Forty U.S. stafes avoPfep sucy LegisLatioN. A SiMilar
MEASURE wils PENDING &F FHE FEDERAL LEVEL iN 1999. Forty—hwo U.S. states DEFAINED Youtd iN GPULE JBILS WHILE FHEY wditep
fRial. As @ RESUE, wWHEFHER 0R Not HHEY would ULHMBIELY BE FOUND TNNOCENF, MANY CHILDREN FAceD HHE PRoSPECE OF SPENDING
S MONTHS fo ONE YEBR OR MORE oF HHEIR FORMATIVE BPOLESCENt YEARS BEHIND BARS PENDING R7AL.

IN +iE US. state of MaryLane, Human Ricrts wWated Founp Hadt Youtd HELD iN @bt JaiLS weRE Suesecten +o HiE Risk oF
VioLENCE 8 HHE HANDS OF OFHER JUWENTLES OND, N SOME FACTLTHES, FRoM BoULt DEFATNEES. THESE Risks WERE PARFCULARLY HIGH N
He BaLtimore City Detention CENFER, WHERE SoME 150 APoLESCENES FAceD paiLy Risks fo HHETR PERSONGL saFedy, at HiMES From
FIGHFS CONPONED OR EVEN ORGANTZED BY CORRECHONS OFFICERS, DISCIPLINGRY MEASVRES HHERE oFFEN GPPEARED {0 BE ARBTRARY OND
EYCESSIVE, witH MANY YoutH, aND soMetiMES HHE ENFIRE JUVENILE SECHON, RECEIVING HHE MBYIMUM SANCHION OF NINEHY pays
CONFINEMEN} 40 HIETR CELLS, Wit FEw EYCEPFONS, HHE MARYLAND JaiLS visiHep 8y Human RigHts WateH SUFFERED FRoM SERjoUS
DEFICTENCTES TN HHE OMOUNE OF EDUCatioN PROVIDED, 8 DEARHH oF GGE—APPROPRIGE RECREGHONGL ActiviHiEs, OND ON GPPARENE Lack,
OF SPECTALIZED FRATNING PROGRAMS FOR SHAFF TN GPOLESCENF DEVELOPMENS OND BEHAVIOR MANGGEMENT. IN @pbifioN, CHILDREN 7N aLL
FaciLities rePoriep fHat HHey viv Not RECETVE ENoVGH Yo Edt.

CoMMENDBBLY, SOME COUNIRTES Fook PoSTIVE SHEPS +0 BCKNOWLEDGE NP CORRECH BBUSTVE CONDIHTONS OF CONFINEMENE. THE
Sout AFRicAN GovERNMENY iNTHTAED @ PROGRAM iN NovEMBER 1997 fo KEEP CHILDREN ovt oF HHE COUNIRY'S PRiSONS, ALHHOUGH
DELAYS N TMPLEMENIING +HE PRoGRAM HHREMENED its EFFECHVENESS. ANOHIER DEFCIENCY IN HIE PROGRAM wis HHat cHiLbreN
BEIWEEN HHE GGES OF FIFFEEN OND ETGHIEEN wHo WERE GCCUSED oF HHE Most SERTOUS CRIMES would REMAIN N @puLt PRiSONS. IN
BANGLADESH, +HE GoVERNMENT GCCEPIED HHE NEED FOR iMPROVEMENFS TN CONDTHONS OF CONFINEMENT FOR CHILDREN N CoNFLict wity
HE Law, N PARHCULAR NOFING TN THs 1997 SUPPLEMENIARY REPORY 40 HHE CommiHEeE oN e RigHts oF e CHito Hiat “Too many
MINORS GRE HELD SN JATLS OND PoLicE sEations BLONGSTDE WLt oFFENDERS.” IN Jamaicd, Following HHE JULY 1999 RELEASE oF HHE
FINDINGS oF @ Huvan Riguts Waten iNveskaation of HHE PRACHCE oF DEBINING CHILDREN iN FILFHY OND OVERCROWDED PoLicE
LockVPs, HHe GOVERNMENF GNNOUNCED HHat 7 would Move aLL DEFAINED CHILDREN fo JWENILE FaciLHES.

The Death Penalty and Juvenile Offenders

THe Convention oN HiE RigHts ofF HHE CHiLD UNEQUivoCaLLY PRoHiBHS HHE USE oF HiE DEAHH PENGLEY ON JWENTLE OFFENDERS,
FHoSE wHo WERE UNDER HHE 8GE oF ETGHIEEN 8t HHE FiME oF HHETR CRiMES. NEVERHHELESS, STY CowIRTES—IRAN, NiGERTE, Pakistan,
Sawi Aragia, HHe Unitep States, ano YEMEN GRE kNowN fo HAVE EYECUIED JWENTLE OFFENDERS N HHE 1990s.

THe 4EN EYECUHTONS OF SWENILE OFFENDERS iN HHE UNHED SHAFES DURING $HiS PERTOD REPRESENIED MORE FHAN HALF FHE KNOWN
WORLDWIDE 048, MBKING 7+ HE WORLDIWIDE LEGDER iN EYECUFING JWENILE OFFENDERS. FiveE EYECUEioNS fook PLace iN HHE U.S.
state oF Tevas; HHe states of (Eoraia, Lovisiang, Missours, OkLaHoma, anp \iRGINTG EACH EYECUIED ONE SWENTLE OFFENDER iN HE
SOME PERioD. SEAN SELLERS, EvEcUWep N OkLaHoma iN FEBRUARY 1999, was HIE First SIHEEN—YEAR—0LD OFFENDER 40 BE PUt 4o



pEMH IN HHE UNHED SHates iN ForEY YEBRS., SEVENSY JWENILE OFFENDERS WERE ON DEBH Row iN HHE UNifED States as oF Juy 1,
1999.

IN PosiHive DEVELOPMENES, HE HicHEst cowrt ofF Hig U.S. state of FLoriva RuLep Hat HHE MPOSTHON oF HE DEGHH PENGLEY
ON STYIEEN—YEAR—OLD OFFENDERS waAS CRUEL OND UNUSUAL PUNTSHMENE N vioLatioN ofF HHe state constifutions ano EFFective
Octoger 1, 1999, +He state oF Montana dBoLisHep HHE peEdfH PENALEY For HHosE UNDER EfgHizeN & fHE #iME oF HHETR CRiMES. As
a resut, NiNetEeN oF HHe Forfy U.S. states fat Permit caPital PUNiSHMENT Now PRoHBH HHE EYECUEION OF OFFENDERS wHo
WERE STYEEN YEARS oLD AND YOUNGER oF HHE +iME oF HHETR CRIMES; FiFIEEN OF HHE REMAINING FwWENFY—ONE states restrict fiat
PUNISHMENT f0 @puLt OFFENDERS,

Orphans and Abandoned Children

THROVGHOUE HHE WORLD N UNKNOWN NUMBER OF CHILDREN, Mot LTKELY TN HHE HUNDREDS oF HHoUSANDS, §F Not MILLTONS, WERE
KeP+ N ORPHONGGES AND NON—PENGL custopial INsHHUHONS, MANY wERE CONDEMNED fo LiVE @ GRiM EYiSTENCE, aND SUBJECTHED +o
SHockiNg AN aF +iMES DEGDLY LEVELS OF QBUSE GNP NEGLECH,

MaNY CHILPREN wHo ENPED UP N ORPHANGGES Hap 8t Ledst oNe LiviNG PORENT 8BUf Hab BEEN 8BONPONED BECAUSE HHETR
FOMILTES WERE POOR, JOBLESS, fLL, 0R N #ROVBLE Wit HHE Low. IN CouNIRTES #Hat Hap RESIRiCHVE PoPULAHON CoNIROL Policies,
OR WHERE cULIURAL FRADTHIONS VOLUVED BoYS MORE HIGHLY HHAN GTRLS, BABIES AND GTRLS N PARFTCULAR WERE GBANDONED. IN ofHER
COSES, MEDTCOL PERSONNEL PRESSURED PARENTS 8t BiRIH {0 GIVE VP CHILDREN BORN with PiSBBILIHES, CLAMING FHa+ PARENFS woulp
BE 0STRACTIED FOR RATSING @ DisABLED cHilp. For Hiis REASON, HEALHHY CHILDREN wHo WERE GIVEN UP FOR FINGNCTAL 0R poMESHC
REASONS WERE OFFEN sswmep o BE “peFective.”

IN Russia, cHILDREN wWERE GBANDONED +o HHE stafe af a8 Rate oF MoRe HHAN 100,000 PER YEAR. IN @ 1998 REPORY, ABANDONED
BY HE SHote: (RUELEY e NecLect in Russian OrPranaces, Huvan Ricits wWatel Foune Hiat ciiloreN iN Russian orPHANGGES
WERE EYPOSED 0 GPPALLING LEVELS oF CRUELYY aND NEGLECH, THEY WERE BEAEN, LockeD N FREETING RoOMS FOR davs at @ +iME, o
SEYVALLY 8BVSED, ONp OFFEN SUBJECHED {0 DEGRAPING FREGIMENT BY STaFF.

Russian BABTES cLASSIFIED S “DisABLED” WERE SEGREGATED iNfo SEPARAIE ROOMS WHERE HHEY WERE CHANGED OND FED, BUY
WERE BEREFY oF SHMULAEION OND without MEDiCAL carRe. At BGE FoR, HHESE AND OFHER CHILDREN FACED ANOFHER GRAVE vioLatioN of
MER RicHES: HHoSE LABELED REFARVED OR  “oLiqoPHRenic” (“smalL—graines”) were <ent fo Lockep anp  isolatep
“Psycto—NEWROLOGTCAL NFERNBES,” wWHiCH wWERE LiHLE BEHHER HHAN PRISONS. CONSTDERED “INEDUCABLE,” CHILDREN N HIESE
FaciLities were RESIRAINED TN Lot sacks, FEHHERED fo FURNTHURE, DENTED SHMULAHION, OND SomeFiMES LEFE fo LiE HALF—NBKED iN
HETR owN Filtl, ORPHANS wHo SWRYIVED fo HHE AGE oF ETGHIEEN MOVED ON o N GpULt INFERNGYE, REMOVED FRoM PUBLIC ViEw.

RusSiaN ORPHANS wHo WERE Not CBFEQOR|ZED 8S DSOBLED GRow VP iN DiCkENSTON—LIKE INSHHHFONS WHERE HHIEY SVFFERED
fLL—freatMeENt 8t HHE HANDS OF STAFF anp OLDER CHILDREN wWiHHIN HHE iNSHHUEONS. IN FHE ORPHANGGES, CHILDREN WERE PHYysicaLLY
PUNTSHED Not ONLY BY ScHool SHIFF, BUE BY OLDER CHILDREN wHO WERE ENCOURAGED 0 BEAF UP, BULLY, OND INFIMIDGHE YOUNGER ONES.

THE USE OF CRUEL, INHUMBN OND DEGRADING FREGIMENF GND PUNTSHMENT, NCLUDING CORPORAL PUNTSHMENY, PUBLIC SHAMING, aND
iSOLAFiON TN FREEZING RoOMS waS Not UNCOMMON. CHILDREN HAP No MEANS OF REDRESS 0R CoMPLAINE o Profest fLL—frediment
N> 08usE af HHE HAONDS OF SHOFF OND OLDER CHILDREN,

SHocking BBUSES WERE 8LSo POCUMENIED iN CHINESE ORPHANAGES, WHERE iNFANIS SUFFERED STAGGERING MortALEY Rafes.
DEPRIVED oF APEQUAE Foob NP Basic MEDICAL CARE, oRPHANS ApMiHED iNfo WELFARE insHiHutions TN 1989 Facep Less HHaN @ 5O
PERCENF CHANCE OF SURVIVING FOR MORE HHON ONE YEAR. MANY iNsHHUEioNS GPPEGRED 40 oPERAIE S LTHLE MORE fHAN ASSEMBLY
LINES FOR HIE ELIMINGEON OF Unwantep orPHans (especsaLLy G'?KLS), witH N GNNVAL FURNOVER OF PMiSSTONS ONp DEGHHS FOR
EYCEEDING fHE NUMBER OF BEDS OvaiLABLE. At Some FAciLities, HHE RA1E oF pEAH REACHED 90 PERCEN'.

IN Romania, Human Ricits wated Founp N 1990 HHat boctoRS wHo WERE FORBIDDEN $0 GCQUIRE MEDTCAL INFORMAHON FROM
oVISTOE HHE COUNFRY CARRIED 0UE BLOOD RANSFUSIONS iN @ MiSGUiDED aHemPE +o IMPROVE HHE HEBLHH OF iNSHHUFTONBLTZED ORPHENS.
LARGE NUMBERS OF CHLDREN Ccontractep HIV as @ rResuLt. CHILDREN ALSo SUFFERED FROM TNBPEQUATE Foob, HOVSING, CLOMIING,
MEDiCAL CBRE, Lack oF sHMULAHioN oR EPUCAIiON, OND NEGLECH,

As Hese conoitions cave o Ligut, He iNFERNGEIONOL comMUNTEY RESPONDED. IN HHE Past pecave, HHe EuroPEAN UNoN
PRovivED MORE AN (U.S.) $75 MiLLIoN o IMPROVE HHE PLIGHE OF GBNDONED ROMONTAN CHILDREN. FUNDS WERE DIRECHED Not ONLY
FowBRPS EMERGENCY Foob, CLOFHING, GNP MEDICAL CaRE BUF ALSo fowdRD CREGHNG OND MPLEMENFING PoLiciES +o PREVENT CiLp
asaNpoNvENT.  IN 1999, HHE UNiHep States AGENCY For INFERNGHONDL DevELOPMENY DEVELOPED @ PROGRAM fo CHANNEL (U-S.) %



MiLLioN +o RussiaN oraaNTZa¥ioNS worRkiNG fo KEEP FaMiLies FoGEHHER GND FURHIER DEVELOP FostER caRe ane aLiernatives fo
iNSHHUETONAL CORE FOR ORPHANS GND GBANDONED CHILDREN. IN CHING, STAFFING GNP MEDTCAL CORE TN ORPHANGGES TMPROVED, ND FHE
GOovERNMENY WORKED +0 ENCOURAGE DoPHON oF BBANPONED CHILDREN., DESPHE fHESE ENCOVRAGTING PEVELOPMENES, ORPHANS OND
OBANDONED CHILDREN CONFINVED +0 BE iNSHHUEONALTZED 8F BLORMING RAFES aND 00 OFIEN FAILED {0 RECEIVE GDEQUATE CARE AND
Pro{ECHON.

FINGLLY, WHILE NUMEROUS TNFERNGHONGL SHANDARDS EXist wHicH PRofECHED HIE RiGHES OF CHILDREN CONFINED iN PENGL OR
CoRRECHONDL INSHHUEONS aND SEHINGS, No CcoMPARABLE INFERNGEIONDL SHINPORPS EXist fo PRoFECT HHE RIGHFS OF GBANPONED OR
ORPHANED cHiLbREN. Human RicHts wWatel aovocatep Hig VSE oF ALIERNGHFIVES +o INSHHVEHONOLIZAFON OF CHLDREN wWHEREVER
POSSTIBLE, INCLWING SUPPORE FOR FOMILTES OR EYFENDED FOMILIES, OND FoSTER CARE, witH PLACEMENT N SMALL RESTDENEIAL CARE
FOciLities s @ MEASWRE oF Last ReEsort.

Child Labor

THe INFern@HionaL Lagor Oraanization (ILO) gstimater +Hat 250 MILLION CHILDREN BEFWEEN HHE QES OF FIVE aND FOURFEEN
WERE WORKING TN PEVELOPING CoWNIRiES 8f LEASE 120 MiLLioN FULL +iME, STHY—ONE PERCENT oF HIESE WERE IN Asia, 32 PERCEN
iN AFRicd, anp 7 PERCENE TN LatiN AMERjCA, Most worRkiNG CHILDREN SN RURAL GREAS WERE FOUND N AGRICULFVRE; URBAN CHILDREN
WORKED iN fRADE OND SERVICES, witH FEWER TN MONUFACHRING, construction aNp bomestic service, ONLY an estimated s
PERCEN} OF CHiLD LABORERS WORKED N EYPORF TNDUSRIES,

Despite fe  aHention pevoted fo il LABOR iN RECENT YEBRS, FHOSE BPDRESSING HHE TSSUE WERE DIVIDED ON How fo
PROCEED GNP CONSTDERED 8@ RAONGE OF DIFFERENE OPPROGCHES.  Some WGED Hiat cHild LABOR BE ELIMINGIED QuickLy anv
AGGRESSIVELY, INCLUDING HHROVGH fHE USE oF 4RAVE SANCHONS WHEN COUNIRTES 0R iNDUSTRiES FaiLED 40 dct pecisivery. Ofers
COALLED FOR REFORMING FHE CONDTHIONS IN wHiCH CHILDREN WORKED with @ viEw fowdRp> GRapUAL ELiMiINGHION. Some BeLievep fat
WORK, PLAYS AN iMPoRIANE AND PosiHive ROLE SN CHILDREN'S LIVES aND iN HETR RELAFTONS with FHETR FAMILIES, GNP SOUGHF REFORM,
gyl Not aN Enp fo clfilp LaBoR.

IN +ackLiNG HHE TSSVE OF CHiLp LABOR, CONSTPERAION OF HHE TMMEDIBIE OND DIRECH CONSEQUENCES FOR CHILDREN OND FHETR
FAMILTES €oULD Not BE UNDERESHMAHED, THE REMOVAL OF CHILDREN FROM HHE WORKFORCE HAp PEVASTAFING RESULES FOR SOME CHLDREN
WHEN Not AccoMPONIED witH NUANCED apsustMENt PRoGRAMS FoR HHETR REHBBILITALIoN aNb EDUCation, anp pirRect assistance.
CHILDREN DISCHARGED FRoM wWORK, FOUND HHEMSELVES ON HHE SIREed IN PRoSHIVEION OR CRIME, OR WORKING TN EVEN WORSE
CONPTHONS GNP FOR LESS POY.

THe #RAvE sANCHON GPPROACH SEEKING BOYCoHS OF EMPLOYERS 0R GOVERNMENFS wHo PERMIHED HHE USE oF CHiLb LABOR, 0R
BANNING fHE MPORIAETON OF Goobs MAPE with CHiLD LABOR wils EYIREMELY DIFFicULt o MoNifoR, EMPLOYERS’ AssurRANces HHat HHey
DI Not VSE CHiLd LOBOR N MANUFACHRING WORKPLACES GROUND HHE WORLD WERE MEBNINGLESS witHout EFFECHVE OND TNDEPENDENT
MONHORING MECHANTSMS TN PLACE, AND FRAPE SANCHONS OR BoYCoHs NORRowLY HIRGEFED fo PARFCULAR EYPORF TNDUSHRIES, EVEN
WHEN EFFECHVE, b sMaLL iMPact, as oNLY @ sMALL PorREION OF cHiLb LOBORERS wWORKED N HHESE iNDUSTRIES,

CHiLD LABOR TNCLWDED @ RANGE oF STHUBTIONS FRoM HHE CLEBRLY HAZARDOUS AND EYPLOTHAHIVE, 8S N FHE CBSE OF FOWR—YEBR—OLD
CHiLPREN FiED 40 RUQ Looms fo KEEP FHEM FRoM RUNNING awdy, o HHE BENTGN 0R PoSTHVE, SEVENTEEN—YEBR—OLDS HELPING ovf ON
HE FamiLy Farm oR wWoRKING GFFER Sclool +o EBRN SoME Pocked MONEY. IN MONY €BSES, 8s iN HE LAHER EYAMPLES, CHILDREN'S
WORK. WaS HELPFUL $0 FHEM anD HHIETR FAMILIES, GNP CONFRTBUIED PosTHVELY fo HHEIR DEVELOPMENS iNfo RESPONSTBLE abults. THis
DEPENDED LARGELY ON HE 8GE OF HHE CHiLp, FHE CONDTHONS TN wHiCH HHE CHILD WORKED, NP WHEHHER woRK PREVENIED HHE CHilp
FROM GOiNG +0 ScHooL.

WHat was CcLEAR, GND wHAt HHE TNFERNGHTONGL CoMMUNIEY BGREED ON, was HHat CErIAiN HYPES oF CHiLd LABOR WERE
CHEQORICALLY HAZARPOVS fo FHE HEALH, SAFERY, GNP MORALS OF CHILDREN aND SHouLd BE BANNED. THE [LO ConvEntion CONCERNING
He PRoUTBHTON aND IMMEDTAHE ACKON For HHE ELIMINGHON oF HHE Worst Forms of CHito Lagor (ILO Convention 1‘32), voPep
UNGNTMoUsLY BY fie T4 memBeR stafes of HHE ILO iN JUNE 1999, commitien states Party fo take immepiate siepPs fo PrReEveNT,
PROHTBTH, OND ELIMINGHE “HHE wWORSE FORMS OF CHilb LABOR.”  THE +ERM cHiLd REFERRED +0 GNYONE UNDER HIE OGE OF EiGHIEEN.
UNDER HHE cONVENEION, HHE wWoRSE FORMS OF CHiLD LABOR TNCLWDED fHE SALE aND fRAFFICKING OF CHILDREN, PEB} BONDAGE, FORCED
OR COMPWSORY LABOR (INCLWING HHE FORCED RECRUIIMENE OF CHILDREN FOR USE N GRMED co~FL7c+), VSING CHILDREN FOR
PRoSHHVHON 0R PRODUCHON OF PORNOGRAPHY, USTNG CHILDREN FoR LLEGAL activities, PARFCULARLY DRUG FRAFFICKING, GNP oFHER
work. LikeLy +o “HarM HHE HEALHH, SOFEHY OR MORALS OF CHILDREN.”



CoaNTzaNt oF HHE DANGERS OF BANNING CHiLD LABOR witHout dLso PRoVIDING CHILDREN witH aLiernatives fo LaBoR, HHE
CONVENTION 0BLIGATES states PARTIES fo ENSURE HHat CHILDREN REMOVED FRoM HHE wORSH FORMS oF CHiLd LABOR BE GivEN DiRECH
assistance +o EnsVRE HHETR REMovAL, REHABILIFAEION, AND Social REINFEGRAFON. Most MPorREANILY, HHE coNVENEION MaNDatED Hiat
CHILDREN REMOVED FROM LABOR E ENSWRED OCCESS {0 FREE BASIC EDUCAEION, AND WHEREVER POSSTBLE GNP GPPROPRIAIE, vocationaL
FRATNING.

Huvan RicHts Watel worRkeD oN HHE FSSVE OF CHilb LABOR TN GREAS WHERE HHE RIGHES BBUSES WERE CLEAR OND ACUIE, AND
wHicH FELL wWiHHIN HHE NEw [LO ConvENESON'S DEFINIEION OF “woRst FORMS OF cHilb LABOR.”  WE wWORKED ON BONDED CHiLD
LABORERS N INDi®; HHE VSE OF CHILDREN @S SOLDTERS iN GRMED CONFLiCES GROUND HHE woRLD: OND HHE EMPLOYMENE OF LiVE—iN
POMESHC ClliLp SERVANES N SRY Lanka.  THRouGHouH, Human Rigits wWatcy emMPLAsTZED HE TMPORFANCE OF PROVIDING EDUCAHON BND
REHOBILIFAFION TN OSSISHNG CHILPREN REMOVED FRoM HHESE woRStH FORMS OF cHilp LABoR fo FRWLY END fHE PRActice,

Violence Against Children in School
For MANY CHILDREN BROUND HHE WORLD, VIOLENCE was @ REGULAR PARE oF FHE SCHool EYPERTENCE. N SOME COWIRIES, ScHool
OFFiciaLs ROVFINELY USED CORPORAL PUNTSHMENY o MATNFAIN CLASSROOM DISCIPLINE 8NP fo PUNISH CHILDREN FOR POOR ACAPEMIC
PERFORMAONCE, [N OHER COUNTRTES, AUHIORTHES FAILED +0 TNFERVENE {0 PRoFECE MINORTHY CHILDREN FROM HARASSMENT aNp dHacks
By oFHER stweNts. THE FATLVRE oF SCHool oFFiciaLls 4o PRoFECH CHILDREN FRoM VIOLENCE N SCHooL DENTED FHEM HIETR RiGHE 40 BE
FREE FROM OLL FORMS OF PHysical oR MENFAL ViOLENCE aND HHE FULL ENJoYMENT oF HHETR RiGHF 40 Epucation.

School Corporal Punishment

ScHool CoRPORAL PUNTSHMENY REMOINED WIDESPREAD NP AN GCCEPIED PARE oF HHE CLASS RooM EYPERTENCE FOR MILLIONS OF
CHILDREN BROUND FHE WORLD, WHERE FHE HUMAN RiGHES vioLBHTONS TNHERENF iN THS USE WENF UNRECOGNTZED. N MANY COUNIRIES, HHE
USE OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENY BY 1EACHERS GATNST CHILDREN was EYPLICTILY autHoriZED BY Law, MAKING i @ LEQALIZED FORM OF
VIOLENCE 8GAINSt CHiLDPREN.

THe UN. Committee oN Hig Ricuts of e GuiLp, #e UN. Commites acainst TorHie, Hig UN. Human Ricris Commitiee, anv g
EwroPEAN CovRt anp Commission of Human Ricits +ook 8 SHRONG SHAND 8GATNSH CORPORAL PUNTSHMEN} TN SCHOOLS ON HHE GROUNDS
Hat + May RiSE +o HHE LEVEL oF $0RFURE OR CRUEL, SNHUMAN OR DEGRADING FREGIMENE 0R PUNiSHMENE.  THE CommitHEE ON HiE
Rigts of HE CHilo was PaARFTCULARLY ovisPokeNn, stating HHat HHE VSE oF COoRPORAL PUNTSHMENY AQAINSE CHILDREN was
iNcoMPaEiBLE witH HHE ConveNEioN oN HIE RigHts of HHe CHiLp, anp T+ FREQUENTLY PROPOSED HHE REVISTON OF EYiSHING LEGTSLAtioN
OND HHE DEVELOPMENE OF EDVCAtioN caMPATaNS fo PRevent fHE PuYSiCAL PUNISHMENE oF CHiLDREN, THE VSE oF CORPORAL
PUNTSHMENT vioLatep HHE RIGHE OF CHILDREN +0 BE FREE FRoM VIOLENCE, DEBASED HHETR DIGNTHY OND PHYSTCAL INFEGRTHY, INFERFERED
witl HE DEVELOPMENT oF HHEIR PHYSiCAL anb MENTAL HEALHH, OND TNFRINGED oN HIETR BaSTiC RiGHF o Epvcdtion. Hovan
RiqHts Wated workev fo HicHLiGHE HHESE @BUSES, UNDERFAKING @ FAct—FiNpiNG Mission fo Kenyd anp fssuing s FINDINGS N
Avaust 1999, Kenya's School DisciPLing Requiations UHHORIZED fHE USE OF CORPORAL PUNISHVMEN' iN SCHools BUf FaiLep
eFFECHIVELY $o REQULAIE Tfs UsE. NomiNaL RESIRAINTS WERE ROVHINELY TGNORED BY 1EACHERS aND HHE REGULAHIONS RARELY ENFORCED,

TEACHERS CANED CHILDREN FOR “OFFENSES” sucl as +ARPINESS, FLKING TN €LASS, WEBRING FORN OR DiR$Y UNTFORMS, BETNG UNGBLE
Jo anNSWER @ QUESHION, OR FAILING fo aciieve +aRGE} MARks SEF ON EYAMS. THESE MEGSURES OFFEN RESWIED N BRUISING,
SWELLING, NP SMALL cufs; 8t +IMES, HoWEVER, CHILDREN SUFFERED MORE SERTOUS TNJURTES SUcH 8S SPRATNED OR BROKEN FINGERS OR
wRists, knockep—out et INFERNGL TNJVRTES, OND EVEN DEAH.

UNSWRPRISTNGLY, SCHooL €oRPORAL PUNTSHMENYE Db LiHLE fo FURIHER TS SUPPOSED EDUCAEIVE PURPOSE GNP HAD FAR—REACHING
OND HARMFUL CONSEQUENCES FOR CHILDREN, ASTDE FRoM HHE CoMMON PHYSicaL iNJVRIES aNp HHE EYIREME cases oF DEAH wHicH
RESUAED, HHE PRACHCE PROPUCED PsycHological scars HHat staved with cHiLpbREN For HE Rest ofF HHETR Lives, Resedrel iN
Kenya Founp Hat HHE VSE OF CORPORAL PUNTSHMENE INSHLLED @ FEAR oF HE CLASSROOM FOR SOME CHILDREN 1t TMPATRED LEGRNING
anp a8t FiMES LED CHILDREN fo DROP ouf oF sciool aLoGeEfHER. OHHER RESEARCH SHOWED fHAt CORPORAL PUNTSHMENE CouLb BE @
SIGNIFicaNt Factor IN HHE DEVELOPMENT OF vioLENt aHifubes anp Actions iN CHiLDHoov aNp LatER LiFE.

Violence Based on Sexual Orientation



IN HE UNHep SHates ane IN oFHER COWNERTES BROUND HHE wWORLD, GaY, LESBION, BISEYVAL, OND +RONSGENDERED SHubENtS f00
OFFEN EYPERIENCED ScHool 8S @ PLice Hjo+ dccePtep iNFOLERONCE, osTRAcTZatION, OND VioLENCE aGaiNst HHose PERCETVED o BE
piFFERENt.  FoR HE Most PARY, ScHool oFFicials REFUSED $o INFERVENE 4o PRotECH HIESE STUDENES, BLLOWING wHAt BEGAN as
HaRAsSMEN 4o Escalate to PHYsicaL vioLence, Stwies gy He U.S. Deparivent of Healty anv Human Services, g states of
MassacHusetts ano VERMONE, anp FHE SEBHHLE, WasSHINGToN scHool bistrict Foune $Hat SHWENES wHo WERE SWBJECHED Ho
HARASSMENT aND ViOLENCE 8t HHE HANDS OF HHETR PEERS FREQUENILY SUFFERED FROM DEPRESSTON, Low SELF—ESIEEM, ND N TNGBTLTHY
+0 Focus oN scHoolworks Most BLARMINGLY, FHE sHUDiES coNCLWED fHat GaY, LESBTAN, BISEYVAL, AND FRANSGENDERED SHWDENES WERE
o fo HHRee FiMeEs MORE LikeLy 4o aHemPt suicive FHaN fHETR HEFEROSEYVAL COUNIERPARYS.

Relevant Human Rights Watch reports:
DELAINED OND DEPRIVED oF KiGHES: GIILDREN IN HHE Custopy of HE U.S. IMMIGRBFON A
NGHURALIZBFoN SERVICE, 12/99
ABONCONED 0 HE SHBIE: (RUELEY aNp NEGLECE N Russian ORPHANGGES, 12/99
NoBoPY'S CHILPREN: JOMBICON CHILDREN iN PoLice DEFENFION OND GOVERNMENF INSHHVFONS, 7/99
ForRGotten GIiLbREN oF WOR: STERRA LEoNEAN REFUGEE (HLDREN iN GUiNEG, 7/99
SFPARE HE CHiLp: (ORFIRAL PUNISHMENE iN KENYON ScHools, 9/99
Ao MiNoR MBHER: CHILPREN iN MORYLAND'S JdiLs, 11/99
PRISON Bounp: THE DENiAL of JWeniLe Justice in Fakistan, 11/99



