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. SUMMARY

TWENPY—FIVE YEORS BFFHER HHE REWIFICAHON OF VIEINGM, HHE COUNIRY REMATNS UNDER HHE cLoSE contRoL oF HHE RULING Communist Par$Y
OF \TEINDM (CF\/). INCREASTNGLY HHoVGH, RECENY YEARS HAVE SEEN @ PROGRESSTVE OPENING VP oF HHE CoUNIRY 40 fHE TNIERNGHIONGL CoMMUNTHY
OND @ QUICKENING PACE OF ECONOMTC OND SOCTal CHANGE. THESE YEBRS HAVE LSO SEEN TMPROVEMEN}S iN HUMAN RiGHES, witl HHE RELEASE OF
1ENS OF $HousaNps oF PoLitical pEFAINEES AND RE—EDUCAEION CaMP iNMBIES, HHE REFURN OF FHOUSANDS OF \TEINGMESE wHo HAD FLED 88RoBD as
REFUGEES, OND INCREGSED WILLINGNESS ON HHE PARY oF HHE GoveRNMENE o cooPERBIE wWitd FHE UN. ON HUMEN RiGHES fssiEs.

A} g save Fime, STONTFiCaNt HUMAN RiGHES PROBLEMS REMAIN. THE Socialist REPUBLiC oF \TEINGM REFAINS @ DECIDEDLY ANACHRONTSHC
EMPHASTS ON SUPPRESSING HHOSE GROUPS aNp iNDiviDuaLs +Hat 7+ PERCETVES 8s @ PoLifical +HRedt. Auttorities contiNE fo ke sHRONG action
acainst HHose who criticize HE ParEY or SPEdk ov N FAVOR OF PLURALISM ND DEMOCRAFTC CHANGE. THESE TNCLWE, iN PARFCULER, HicH—
RONKING DisSTPENES FRoM witHin HHE CPY, LonG—+iME cRiHies FRoM HHE dcaveMic CoMMUNTHY, MEMBERS oF HHE PRESS, AN REL{GioUS LEGDERS
wHoM HHE GovERNMENE FEORS MaY BE 8BLE {0 8HRACH LARGE FOLLOWINGS. SUCH INDiVIDVALS ORE LESS FREQUENILY TMPRISONED HHAN iN HHIE Past.
INstEdD HHeY BRE SUBIECHED H0 LESS OVERY FORMS OF HARASSMENT aND INFIMIDAEION, INCLUDING CoNSHANF SURVETLLANCE GNP SEVERE CONFROLS ON
HER FREEDOM OF MOVEMENE OR GBILHEY $0 woRk. THE HHREGE OF TMPRISONMENE REMATNS REAL FOR HHOSE wHo Go 00 FAR TN CHALLENGING +HE
Par#Y's auhHorTHY.

THe GOVERNMENE'S CONFINVING ONYTERY TN HHE FACE oF DiSSENt 7S, IN PaRE, 8@ RESPONSE +o HHE PRESSURES CAUSED BY OPENING VP HiiE
ECoNoMY {0 FOREIGN INVESEMENE SN fHE Late 1990s anp EBRLY 1990s. ¥ also REFLECHS @ BROBPER CONCERN ON HHE PaRY oF e Pary's
LEADERSHIP +0 PRoteCt THs PoLiticdl Power, anND HHIE ccess fo PRIVILEGES AN wedldl fHat +His BRINGS. TENSIONS HAVE BEEN FURHHER
EYOCERBAIED BY HHE RECEN' ECONOMIC DOWNHIURN, wWHiCH SERjoUSLY GFFECIED \FEINOM 8S wWELL 8S ofHER COUNTRIES N Asid, anp @ Fractious
vEBAHE wWitHiN CPY LEADERSHIP CiRCLES @BovH HHE NEED 0 +AckLE CORRUPHION AND WHEHIER $0 INFRODUCE NEW SOCTAL NP ECONOMTC REFORMS.

As 8 state PaREY +o HiE INFERNGHTONGL Covenant on CiviL anp PoLitical Ricuts (ICCPR) since 1992, \iednam Has @ #reaty oBLication o
REsPECH anp PRoMotE HE RiGHES SEf ot iN e Covenant. INCREASINGLY, HHE GOVERNMENE HAS SHowWN TISELF WILLING +0 ENGAGE with fHE
RELEVANE iNsHiHUEiONS oF #HE UN. iN ORDER f0 BPDRESS CERIAIN OF HHESE RiGHEs: HHis is fo BE GREAILY WELCOMED AND ENCOVRAGED. [+ Has
dccertep @ SIONTFICANE MONTIORING aND 87D PRESENCE 8Y HHE UNtED Nations HiaH ComMissioNER For REFUGEES N ORDER 0 FaciLitate Hug
REMRN aND RESEHLEMENY OF REFUGEES. THE GOVERNMEN} HAs also PERMIHED visits +o ViEtnaM 8Y HHE UN. WORKING GROVP ON ARBHRARY
Detention anv 8Y HHe UN. SPeciaL RaPPor{EwR oN ReLiGious INFoLERANCE, ALFHOVGH iN BotH cases HHESE visits WERE CARRIED oUF UNDER CLOSE
GOVERNMENF SUPERVISTON, BCCESS 1was LIMIED, aND FHE VIEINBMESE GOVERNMENT SUBSEQUENILY REPUDTAHED HIE UN. EYPERES’ FINDINGS. PRISONERS
HELD ON 8ccowNt oF HIETR PoLitical oR RELIGTOUS OPINTONS CONFINVE +0 BE GMONG HHOSE RELEGSED iN PRESTDENFTAL AMNESHES, 8S IN SEPIEMBER
N> NOVEMBER 1993, WHEN FWENEY—FOUR PoLitical anp RELIGTOUS PRISONERS WERE RELEASED.

DesPie HHesE PosiHive pEVELOPMENYS, HE GOVERNMENE'S PERFORMANCE CONAINUES f0 FALL FAR SHOR} oF HHE STANDARDS REQUIRED UNDER
e ICCPR. Freevom oF EYPRESSTON, FREE BssociafioN anD oHHER BASiC RiGHES GRE SHLL SEVERELY CONSTRAINED, AND HHOSE wio cRiticize Hig
GOVERNMENT, EsHaBLiSH INDEPENDENT PoLificdl oRGANTZAFIONS, BPHERE +0 PARFTCWLAR RELGTOVS GROVPS, OR SEEK +0 MONT#OR GNP REPORY ON
HWMEN RIGHES CONFINVE 40 BE TMPRISONED OR SUBJECHED {0 ofHER FORMS OF HaRAsSMENE anp intiMivation at fHe Hanes of HE state.

THe GoveRNMENE'S PRESENE SHRAEGY fowdRps s critics GPPEARS 4o BE +o 1SOLAIE, HARASS, NP PLACE HHEM UNDER HEAVY SURVETLLANCE
RAFHER HHAN +0 TMPRISON HHEM, FHEREBY DRAWING LESS INFERNGHIONGL CcoNDEMNGFION. SEVERAL keY crifics oF HHE REQTME REMATN UNDER HOUSE
aRrest o, N fHE casE oF BupbHist pissipents, coNFINED fo HIETR Pagopds. OFHER DiSSTENYS NP FORMER PoLiHical PRISONERS ORE REFUSED
RESTPENCE PERMiES OND GRE PROHTBTHED FROM FRAVELING, WHILE NETHHER $HEY, NOR wOR VELERANS, RELIGTOUS LEADERS, OR WORKERS 8RE GLLOWED 0
FORM TNDEPENDENF ORGONIZAEIONS FHaF Ccould CoMPEFE wWitH PARFY—CONFROLLED MASS ORGAONTZAFIONS.

PugLic GPPosHHoN witlin He \iedNaMeESE CommuNist PaREY is aLSo DISCOURAGED. THE EYPULSTON FRoM HE ParREY oF \ietnam’s
HIGHES+—RANKING pissENt, TRAN Do, @ FORMER GENERAL, N JANVARY 1999 SE¥ AN EYAMPLE FoR oHERS, 8S bib oFFicial DIRECHVES TSSUED TN May
1999 o+ ProMigit ParRIY MEMBERS FRoM fSSUING statemeNts critical ofF He Par+y.

THe GOVERNMENY LSO CONFINVES +0 USE EXTSHING LaWS, OND 0 PASS NEW ONES, wHICH CONFRAVENE HHE SHINDARDS LaT> bowN IN HHE [CCPR
aNp oFHER INFERNGHONAL HUMAN RIGHES NoRMS. LEGTSLAtioN REMAINS TN FORCE HHat AUHHORTZES SURVETLLANCE OF RELEGSED PRISONERS CONVICIED
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OF NO$TONAL SECURTHY OFFENSES GNP HHE ARBTRARY “ApMINTSIRAHVE DEFENETON” OF GNYONE SUSPECHED oF FHREGFENING NAHONAL SECWRHY, with No
NEED FOR PRIOR CoWRE @uitorizatioN.

VieINaM's pomESHc MEDTA REMAINS UNDER SHRicE state contRoL. A NEw PRESS Law PASSED iN MaY 1999 EFFECHVELY ENCOURAGES MEDTD
SELF—CENSORSHTP BY REQUIRING JOURNGLiSTS fo POY CoMPENSOHON oR PUBLISH REFRACHONS Not ONLY FOR iNccURAE stories But For aLL
WRIHING DEEMED fo vioLate HHE “HONOR OF GNY ORGANTZATON OR HHE DIONHY oF any SNbivipuaL.,” (RiHECS CONSEQUENILY HAVE FEw SONCHONED
OVILESS FOR INDEPENDENT EYPRESSTON. COMMUNTCAHION GMONG DISSTPENTS aND BEFWEEN FHEM OND HHE OUESTDE WORLD iS HAMPERED BY NFERCEPHON
OF ML, BLOCKAGE oF HELEPHONE LINES, OND SUSPENSION OF INFERNEF ccounts. WHEN DiSSiENES Do sPEdk out iN Crificism of g Par#Y oR
CALL FoR DEMOCRAYIC REFORMS, FHEY ORE SuBJECE Y0 iNFERROGAHION BY OFFiCials ONp HEIGHIENED MONHORING oF HHETR activities.

DesPHE HHESE ONGOING CONCERNS, HERE €N BE LTHLE pougt HHat MPoRFANT HUMAN RIGHES TMPROVEMENES HAVE 0CCURRED iN VIEFNGM TN
RECEN YEBRS. DWRING HHE First FiFEEN YEARS OFFER RE—UNIFiCatioN, HHE COUNIRY'S PRISONS GNP RE—EDVCAHON COMPS WERE FiLLED witd
FHousanps oF REAL ND PERCETVED OPPONENES OF HHE GOVERNMENY. THE GREGH MAJORTHY OF HHESE HAVE STNCE BEEN RELEASED BUF SOME REMAIN —
PRECISELY How MANY, Human Riqts Waten 7s uNaBLE 4o EstimMate witl dccuracy. THE #RUE NUMBER oF HHoSE SHLL BEING HELD IN PRISON, HOUSE
ORRES OR OFHER FORMS OF DEFENFTON OR RESHRICHON 8S CRIFICS 0R OPPONENTS OF HHE GOVERNMENT, OR BECOUSE oF FHETR RELIGQTOVS OPINTONS, 1S
KNoWN ONLY f0 HHE QovERNMENY.

THis FWENEY—FiFH] ONNIVERSARY OF HHE COUNERY'S REUNIFICAEION OFFERS AN TMPORFANE GPPOREUINTEY FOR HIE \TEENAMESE GOVERNMENY fo
REGFFIRM Ths commitMENt fo Human RiGHES, ane s #Reaty oBLiGations UNbER HHE ICCPR. AccorpingLly, Hwman Ricuts watel wraes g
GOVERNMENT 10 RELEGSE UNCONDTHONGLLY GLL HHoSE CURRENILY BEING TMPRISONED, PEFAINED OR RESIRICIED ON ACCoUNt oF HUETR PEACEFUL
EYERCISE oF HHETR RiGHES +0 FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON 0R BELTEF OND 0 +ake ofHER STEPS NECESSARY 40 BRING ViEINGM'S Law anp PRACETCE into
FULL CONFORMIHY witll T4 INFERNGHIONGL HUMAN RiGHES oBLiGaHions. Human Ricits watel aLso VRGES HE INFERNBHONGL CoMMUNTEY, NotaeLY HiE
GOVERNMENTS OF COUNIRTES ENJOYING CLOSE DiPLomatic, $RADE OR ofHER RELAFIONS with ViEINGM, +0 SUPPOR} sucy REFORMS.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS

To +He GoverRnmENt oF \iEfNam:
L RELEASE TMMEDTASELY aND UNCONDIHIONALLY ALL PERSONS wHo ORE BEING TMPRISONED OR DEFAINED FOR PEQCEFULLY EYPRESSING HHETR
RELIGTOUS 0R PoLiicaL views. (SEe APPENDTY 3 FoR @ PaRFTAL List oF PoLiical PRISONERS.)

. iF+ RESTRICHONS GNP CEGSE HARASSMENT GND SURVETLLANCE OF RELEASED PoLificdl PRISONERS AND RELiGioUS LEADERS sucH 8s NGWEN DaN
Que, Y fluy Cuong, NGWEN THaNH Giana, Hoang Tien, TRaN Do, PHam QUE Duona, DuonG THY Huong, PHan DinH Diev, Hoana Mind CHind,
NGWEN Ho, Bui MinH Quoc, Ha Si Py, Tiev Dao Bao Cu, Nawen Ho, Le Quana Liem, Nouwen THi THy, THicd Huven Quanc, THie Quana Do,
THie Na+ Ban, THied Tue ST, Tied TRY Siev, THied Kiona Tanu, Fatier Cian Tin, ano NGWeN NGoc Lan.

. (edse arRREstS, HARASSMENS, AND ARBTFRARY DEFENFION OF TNDiviDUaLs BASED oN HHETR RELiGioUS BELTEFS. IMPLEMENT HHE RECOMMENDBFiONS
mavE BY AgveLFattan Amor, HHE UN. SPecial RaPPorigvR oN RELiGiovs INFOLERANCE, iN His DECEMBER 1998 REPORY, INCLWDING HiS
RECOMMENDAHION FHAF PEOPLE TMPRISONED FOR HHETR RELIQTOVS BELTEFS, UPON HHETR RELEASE FROM PRISON, SHOUWLD BE GLLOWED +0 RESUME
HHeTR RELIGTOUS ActivitiES TN FULL FREEDOM OND with FULL RIGHES OF CTH1ZENSHTP, 0BHAIN RESTDENCE PERMIES, OND HAVE HHETR PROPERFY
RESTORED f0 FHEM.!

. UPHoL HHE GovERNMENE'S oBLiGatioNs UNDER HHE INfERNGHToNAL Covenant oN Civil anp Political Riguts, RatiFiep 8y Vietnam iN 1982, anp
ViEINGM's 1992 ConsHitubion, fo RESPECH FREEDOM OF OPINION NP EYPRESSION, NCLUDING PRESS FREEDOM, 8S wELL 8s HHE RiGHts o
PEQCEFUL ASSEMBLY, FREEDOM OF BSSOCTBHON, OND OFHER FUNPAMENFAL HUMAN RiGHES.

' Commission on Human Rights, “Civil and Political Rights, Including the Question of Religious Intolerance; Addendum:
Visit to Vietnam,” Report submitted by Abdelfattah Amor, December 12, 1998.
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. AMEND, REVISE 0R REPEAL DomESHC LAws aNp REGULAHIONS HHat MPosE REsHRICHONS oN HHESE RiGHES N ORDER 0 BRING +Hem iNfo
COMPLIANCE Wit INFERNGETONAL Law. ELiMinate amBiauities SN HHE (RiMiNaL CobE’s SEcHioN oN CRiMES aQainst National secwrify 4o
ENSVRE 1o+ FHESE LAws CONNot BE OPPLIED AGAINSt +HoSE wHo HAVE MERELY EYERCiSED HHETR BaSiC RiGHF +o FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON.

o RepeaL Apministradive Detention DiRectHive 31/CP, wHicH auiHorizES ViLLAGE—LEVEL PEGPLE’S CommitHee anp Puglic SECWRTHY oFFicidls o
PELATN INDiVIDUALS witHout #RTAL FOR BEFWEEN STY MONHHS AN +wo YEORS F HHEY GRE DEEMED 0 HAVE vioLAtED NAHIONOL SECURTHY Laws.
THE GOVERNMENY SHOULD ENSURE gt ALL DEFATNEES RECEIVE @ FATR +RIAL wWitHiN @ REASONGBLE $IME S REQUIRED UNDER TNFERNAHONAL Law.

e Repedl HE 1999 PRESS LAw aND HHE 1993 Law oN PuBLicafions anv LiFt ofHER RESERICHONS ON PRESS FREEDOM wHicH LiMi+ HHE RiGHE oF
e pomestHic aNp FOREIGN PRESS {0 REPORY TNDEPENDENILY aND AccurRAfELY witHout PENQLEIES OR CENSORSHIP.

. Allow dccess BY HUMANHARIAN ORGANTZAFIONS OND TNDEPENDENT MONTHORING GROVPS f0 \JEINAMESE PRiSONS anp iMPLEMENS HE
RECOMMENDAHONS MADE +0 HHE \TEINGMESE GOVERNMENSE N 1994 BY HE UN. WoRKING (RoVP oN ARBHRARY Detention. THE WorkinG (RovP
COLLED FoR BEHER coMPLIANCE witl HE UN.'s SHaNDARD MinNMum RULES FOR HHE TREGHMENE OF PRISONERS, GREGHER FRANSPARENCY N HHE
QOVERNMENE'S BDMINTSHRAETON OF DEFENETON FACILIETES, BND FOR HHE PROVISTON OF BPEQUATE Foob OND TMMEDTHE MEDICAL FREAFMENE 40
oLL pefaiNees.

To +He INFERNOGFIONOL COMMUNTEY AND FORETGN @b PONORS:
. PreSS \ietNOM +o RELEASE ALL PoLitical anp RELIGTOUS PRISONERS, OND +0 CEASE SURVETLLANCE GNP HORASSMENY OF DISSTRENFS INCLUDING
HHosE RELEGSED FROM PRISON OR DEFENFTON.

o SUPPORY \FEINGM'S PROCESS OF LEGAL REFORM BUF €ALL oN HiE VIEINGMESE GOVERNMENE 0 iNFRoDUCE LEGTSLAtION fat quaran{ees, Boty
ON s Face anp iN s aPPLication, HE RIGHES +0 FREEDOM OF OPINTON GNP EYPRESSTON, GSSEMBLY, aND aSSociatioN, ane SPECiFicaLLY +o

RePedL DiRective 31/CP oN avMmiNisTRAFIVE DEfENETON.

d PROVIDE tECHNiCL assistance — Boti BILAERAL anD FRoM HHE WoRLD BaNk — FOR LEGAL REFORMS SNCLUIDNG REFORMS OF CRiMiNGL,
PRESS, AND NAFONOL SECURTEY Lows GNP Not ONLY LBwSw PEALING witH CoMMERTCOL MaHERS.

o ENCOVRAGE \iEINGM {0 AcHiEVE GREBIER FRANSPARENCY AN ACCoUNTABILHY N THs LEGAL anp PENGL systems anv contiNE +o PRESS FoR
{He EstoBLiSHMENE OF AN INDEPENDENT OND TMPARETAL JUDICTARY. PRESS FOR OCCESS FoR TNFERNGHIONOL 0BSERVERS ND TNPEPENDENT

MONTHORS {0 #RTALS GNP PERSONS HELD TN PRISON OR APMINiSERAFIVE DEFENFTON.

d URGE HE ViEINAMESE GOVERNMENY +0 END THS CENSORSHIP OND CONFROL OVER HHE DOMESHC MEDTA, INCLUDING ELECHRONTC COMMUNICEHIONS,
RECOGNZING HHat @ FREE PRESS 7S ESSENFIAL TN PROMOFING Civil anp Political RiGHEs.

. Urae HE \iEfNOMESE GovERNMENY o TMPLEMENT H1E RECOMMENDAETONS MADE BY HiE UN. SPECiAL RaPPorRIEWR oN RELiGiovs INFOLERANCE.

Ill. REPRESSION OF DISSIDENT VOICES

* Commission on Human Rights, “Question of the Human Rights of All Persons Subjected to any Form of Detention or
Imprisonment; Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Visit to Viet Nam,” December 21, 1994, E/CN.4/1995/31/Add.4.
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THe \TEINOMESE GOVERNMENE HoLER@IES LiHLE PugLic criticism oF HHE CommuNist PAREY or SHIFEMENES CALLING FOR PLURALISM,
PEMOCRAHIC REFORMS, OR @ FREE PRESS.: A COMMON REFRAIN BY OFFicials quotev iN fHE state—contRoLLED MEDTA s HHE NEED fo Rid HHE
COUNIRY OF “HoSHLE FORCES” anp HiwaR} “PEdCEPL EvoLUEioN” (@ 4ERm USED fo DERTDE HHOSE wWHO BLLEGEDLY SEEK. $0 UNDERMINE OR DSCREDTH
COMMUNTSM BY EMPLOYING “WESTERN" VALUES OF DEMOCRACY GND HUMEN RiGHES). AN EYAMPLE TS HHE statement By CPY ToEoLocy erief Hw THo iN
1999: “HosHiLE ForeES FRoM OVESTDE COLLABORAHE witll BAD, GPPORIUNISHC ELEMENS FRoM INSTDE SEEKING $0 #RANSFORM AND DERAIL Socialism.”

DesPHe ViEINAM'S LAUNCHING IN 1996 oF “poi moi” HHE ECONOMIC RENOVBHION PROCESS, INFERNGETONGL DPONORS o VIEINGM REMAIN
FRUSIRAIED with HHE SLow RFE OF ECONOMiC REFORM.S PARIY LEGDERS SEEM MORE TNFENF ON SILENCING DiSSENF aNp REFAINING CoNFROL,
HowEVER, FHAN GPPRESSING H+HE ECONOMTC GNP HUMAN RIGHFS CONCERNS RATSED BY PONORS OR BY \TEFNAMESE DiSSTPENES GNP RURAL FORMERS BROVE
ENOVGH to SPEBK out. INDTCAtING HHE MINDSER OF HIE CONSERVAHIVES IN PoweRr, N FEBRUARY 2000 Party (ENERAL Secretary Le Kua Puiev

o

DENOUNCED “TMPERTALISM” FOR WIDENING HHE GaP BEHWEEN RicH aND POooR COUNIRIES aND SHatep: “WE GRE RENOVAFING, BUF WE GRE DEFERMINED
Not 40 CHANGE COoLor. THE DIFFTCULFES OND CHALLENGES will Not FORCE s o DIVERGE FRom HHE Padl of socialism.”s

\TEINOM'S ECONOMIC REFORM PROGRAM HAS SLOwWED Not ONLY BECAUSE oF HilE ASTaN ECoNoMiC cRisis Bt also BECAVSE ofF SPLitsS
witHin HE Communist ParHY'S LEGDERSHTP, wiicH iS CLEBRLY UNCERIAIN @S $0 How FAR 7+ SHOWD oPEN WP e country fo HiE West. Tie
NINEFEEN—MEMBER PoLi+BUR0 HAS BEEN UNBBLE f0 REACH CONSENSUS ON SUcH KEY fSSUES 8S wWHEHHER 0 MOVE FORWARD witl @ RADE AGREEMENT

? The information in this report is based on interviews with individuals in Vietnam, France, and the United States,
supplemented by academic articles, news stories, and reports by the U.N., non-governmental organizations, and diplomatic sources
on human rights conditions in Vietnam.

4 Associated Press, “Prominent Vietnamese Dissident Arrested; Rights Grps Protest,” March 11, 1999.

> At the last two Consultative Group (CG) meetings of Vietnam'’s donors, held annually, the World Bank, International
Monetary Fund and other donors pressed Vietnam to tackle corruption, institute greater transparency, and launch economic
reforms. At the December 1999 CG meeting, donors pledged U.S. $2.8 billion in aid to Vietnam, with $700 million conditioned on
accelerated economic reforms. Leading officials of donor governments have also raised human rights concerns in 1999, notably
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright during her visit to Vietnam; Finnish Prime Minister Paavo Lipponen, when Finland
held the European Union chairmanship; and Czech Prime Minister Milos Zeman, who raised issues of democratization and
political prisoners during a visit to Hanoi. See Associated Press, “Albright, Vietnamese Leaders Meet,” September 6, 1999; Adam
Jasser, “Vietnam PM calls for more trade talks with U.S.,” Reuters, September 23, 1999 (coverage of PM’s visit to Finland); and
Pavla Novakova, “Zeman Did Not Sidestep Human Rights Issue in Vietnam,” in Prague Lidove Noviny in Czech, December 16,
1999, cited in FBIS-EEU-1999-1216.

® Associated Press, “Vietnam Party Lambasts Imperialism,” February 2, 2000.
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with HE U.S #Hat+ Has BeeN sHALLED STNCE July 1999, THE PoLi+BUR0 HAS BEEN PARALYZED BY HHE DIVIDE BERWEEN HHOSE wHo BvocE ECoNoMic
REFORMS OLONG HHE LINES PROPOSED 8Y HIE INFERNGHIONOL PONORS GNP FHOSE wHo FBVOR @ MORE CONSERVAHIVE GNP iDEoLoGTiCaL GPPRoACH, wHicH
is LESS HHREGIENING +0 HETR 0wN BSSEFS 8S WELL as HIETR PoLitical INFERESTS. THERE 7S CONCERN HHat ECONOMIC REFORM wiLL JEOPARDIZE HHE
PosHION oF SHHE—OWNED ENFERPRISES wWHICH will FIND T+ MORE DiFFicULt 4o coMPESE wWitH FORETGN COMPANIES. PoLitical HARPLINERS dLso
FEGR HHY PROPUSED ECONOMIC REFORMS CoUb WEBKEN HE ParRIY's controL @t @ +iME wWHEN 7+ FACES INCREASING RURAL UNREST DUE o
CORRUPHON OND HIE WIDENING ECONOMIC GAP BEFWEEN RURAL GNP URBAN PWELLERS,

CorRRUPHION REMATNS @ SERjOUS GNP WIDESPREAD PRUBLEM OND HAS BEEN REPEAFEDLY RATSED 8S ON oBstacle fo PEVELOPMEN' BY HHE
WoRLD Bank b VTEINGM’S BILAFERAL DONORS. IN RESPONSE, HHE GOVERNMENY Has +AKEN VARTOUS BCHONS, INCLUDING HIGHLY PUBLTCTZED PWRGES OF
ALLEGEDLY CORRVPE oFFicials, But HHESE HAVE So FAR FATLED fo CONVINCE ETHHER PomeEstic or INFERNGETONGL cRifics oF fHE GOVERNMENS'S
STNCERHY. IN EARLY 1999 HHE CommUNTsE PaREY DISCUSSED HHE NEED FOR @ “SELF—cRiticism camPaiaN” +o Root out CoRRUPHON anp, SN MaY 1999,
CP\ Secretdry (Enerdl Le Kua Puiev orverep +He anti—GRAFF camPaioN to BEGIN IN EARNEST. THE same montl, HHE CouNIRY'S LarGESt
CORRUPHON #R7aL, +HE MiNH PHUNG—EPco 4RTaL, BEGAN N Ho G MiNH CTHY aqainst DEFENDANIS GCCUSED OF DEFRAUDING HHE GOVERNMENS oF \ND
5,18 giLLion (aPProvimateLy (.S, $350 MILLION). THiS CONCLWED in Avqust 1999, wit HHE CONViCHON OF SEVENIY—SEVEN DEFENDANYS, FOUR
SeENfENCED {0 DEBHH.

THE CORRUPHON PURGES CONFINVED ND GFFECHED SENTOR OFFICiaLs iN HIE HIERARCHY, SEVERAL OF WHOM WERE DSMISSED fN NOVEMBER
1999 For MiSMANGGEMENY, INCLUDING DEPUY PRiME MiNiSHER NGo YUaN Loc, FORMER CENFRAL BANK GOVERNOR (Ao SY KiEN, GND FORMER customs
CHieF PHAN VAN DiNH. ANoFHER 1,500 oFFicials HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED OR DISCIPLINED SINCE HHE aNFi—CORRUPHON CAMPAIGN BEGAN.

Many of HiE 40P LEADERS +ORGEFED IN FHE PURGES, HOWEVER, WERE BLLTED Wit FHoSE Bovocading ECONOMIC REFORMS, SUcH @S PREMIER
Pran Van Kuai. Most HARPLINE CONSERVAHIVES wHHIN HHE PAREY HAVE BEEN LARGELY UNGFFECIED aND PPEGR VIRIUALLY UNAccountasLe. THE
SINCERTHY OF HHE ONFi—CORRUPHION COMPAIGN waS QUESHONED TN @ JANVARY 2000 GR¥TCLE IN HHE SO7 GON (78 PHONG' NEWSPAPER, wHicH
REPORIED HHat ONLY @ SMALL FRACHON oF HHE PARIY'S MEMBERSHIP Hab BEEN aFFectep BY HE PRGE., FEaRs HAvE dlso Been EYPRessep gt
HHose wHo sPedk. ovt against corrUPH oFFicials as Part ofF HHe anti—GQraF+ camPaioN May Lafer come UNDER afHack anv Be LABELED as
DiSSTPENES FHEMSELVES,

FroM 1975 UNHIL HHE LatE 1990s, MANY OF HHoSE wHo OPPOSED OR CRiHiCizED HIE GOVERNMENT OR CALLED FOR PLURALISM GND DEMOCRAtC
REFORMS WERE TMPRISONED OR SENF f0 RE—EDUCHHiON €aMPS. Nowavdys, However, HHE ViEINOMESE GOvERNMENT aPPEGRS keeN +o avoiv fiHe
INFERNGHFTONBL 0PPROBRIWM HHat sucH ovER} REPRESSTON PROVOKES OND 0 PREFER +0 USE OFHER, LESS 0BVious MEANS +0 #RY OND STLENCE kEY
PoLiical anv RELiGious pissiEnts. THOSE wHo Go 400 FAR N CRITCIZING 0R CONFRONFING FHE GOVERNMENY, HoweveR, SHLL Risk BEING
sugJectep +o House BRRESE, APMINISTRAFIVE DEENFION OR PRISON SENFENCES,

" Huw Watkin, “Fear rather than reform may be behind purge,” South China Morning Post, November 13, 1999.

¥ See Huw Watkin, “Corrupt cadres thrive despite graft campaign,” South China Morning Post, January 11, 2000.
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[+ ReEMAiNS EYIREMELY DiFFicuLt o EstiMAtE HE NUMBER oF fHOSE CURRENILY TMPRISONED N ViEENGM BECAUSE oF HHETR PoLiticdal or
RELIGToVS BELTEFS. THE GOVERNMEN} RARELY DISCLOSES INFORMAHON 8BoUH HEM aND DOES Not Bllow TNPEPENDENE MONHORING OF f#S PRISONS.
However, CoLoneL Do Nam, DiREctoR oF HIE Puslic SECWRIEY MiNistRY's Prisons MANGGemENt DEParRIMENE, stafep N Marci, 2000 Hijat
ViEINGM'S PRISON POPULAHON TNCLUDED MORE FHAN ONE HUNDRED PEGPLE CONVICHED OF CRIMES AGAINSH NAHTONAL SECWRHY dLones THiS FiGure
COULD TNCLWDE MANY PEOPLE TMPRTSONED FOR HIETR PoLHHCAL 0R RELIQIOVS BELIEFS, WHILE 0HHER SUCH PRISONERS MBY ALSO BE SERVING SENFENCES
MPOSED UNDER DIFFERENY Laws. ACCorDING +o Col. NaM, 78,000 PEGPLE wWERE $HEN TMPRISONED N \FEENGM, FNCLUDING 70,000 SN For‘y—giant
PRISONS UNDER HHE PuBLic SECWRIY MinisERY, 7,000 N PRoVINCTAL PEFENEION COMPS, Anp 1,000 SN MiNistRY oF DEFENSE PRisons.” WHiLE ds
MONY 8S SEVEN HHOUSOND PRISONERS WERE EYPECHED 0 BE RELEASED N HHE GMNESHY SCHEDULED FoR APRIL 30, 8+ fHe $iME HHis REPORY was
PREPARED, 1+ waS UNCLEAR WHEHHER HHESE woULD TNCLUDE PoLificdl PRISONERS, GNP, IF SO, How MANY. PREVIOUS GMNESHES, wilicH Have MostLy
RESULAED TN HHE RELEASE OF ORDINGRY CRIMINOL PRISONERS, SUGGESHED T would BE UNLTKELY $Hat @ STONIFICANt NUMBER oF PoLitical PRISONERS
WOWLD BE MONG HHOSE FREED.

MoNHORING oF ForRMER PoliticaL PRiSONERS

UNvER ARticLe 30 oF \iEfNGM'S CRIMINGL CODE, PEOPLE CONViCtED oF NGHONGL SECWRIHY OFFENSES €AN BE PLACED UNDER fHE
SUPERVISTON GNP SURVETLLANCE oF Local uhiorifiES For @ PROBAHONBRY PERioD OF VP 40 FIVE YEARS GFHER RELEASE FROM PRISON. FORMERLY
MPRISONED PoLHHCAL DISSTRENTS GNP RE—EDUCHON €OMP TINMBEES, INCLUDING RELTQiOVS DISSIPENTS, GPPEAR o0 BE ROVEINELY SuBJECHED 0 Sucy
MONTHORING.

MaNY FoRMER PoLifical PRiISONERS, PARFICULARLY HHoSE wHo aHemPt 4o sPedk ovf, BRE REGULARLY SUMMONED FOR QUESHIONING BY
PoLiCE OR Locdl oFFicials. THETR PUBLISHING RIGHES GRE DENTED, FRIENDS GND NEIGHBORS GRE DiSCOURAGED FRoM MEEHING HEM, HHEIR MaiL fs
INFERCEPHED, OND HHETR JELEPHONE LiNES GRE BLockeD, OFHERS ARE FORCED iNto REFIREMENY OR LoSE HHETR PosTHiONS iN HHE GovERNMENT. Many
HAVE BEEN DENTED HOUSEHOLD REGTSIRY DOCWMENES, wHiCH GRE REQUIRED Not ONLY fo LEGALLY RESTDE TN ONE’S HOME, BUF 0 LAWFULLY Holb @ 308,
atenp @ state sclool, RECEiVE PugLic HedLhl carg, #RAVEL, votE, OR FORMOLLY CHALLENGE @PMiNiSTRAFIVE @BUsES. AMONG +HE Political
PRISONERS RELEBSED N 1999 WHo WERE DENTED HHESE RESIDENCE PERMIES WERE DR. NGWeN Dan Que, THicH Quanc Do, THied TUe Sy, anp THieH
KHonG Tanu. THicH NHa+ Ban, @ BupbHist Monk RELEASED iN OctoBER 1999, CoMMENIED FHAH HE HAS BEEN RELEASED FRoM @ “SMALL PRSON oNLY o
ENER @ LORGER ONE.”

DR. NGWEN DaN QUE, 8 LEGPING DISSTPENS, HAS LIVED UNDER CLOSE GNP CONSHANF SURVEILLANCE SINCE His RELEGSE FRoM PRISON iN 1999,
PoLice oFFiceERs REGULARLY visit His HoUSE, PARITCULARLY WHEN HE HAs visiors. AN ENDOCRiNoLoGTSH ane HHE FiRst AmNestY INfErRNGHONGL
MEMBER N VEFNGM, DR. QUE HAS SPENF MUCH OF HHE LasH hwEnDY YEORS iN PRISON. His Most RECENF PERioD oF TMPRISONMENF BEGAN WHEN HE
was BRRESIED IN JUNE 1990 aFFER MAkiNG @ PuBLic APPEAL FoR PoLitical PLURALISM BND RESPECH FOR HUMAN RIGHIS: HE was HHEN HELD $N YuaN
Loc Lagor caMP SN DoNG Na7 PROVINCE. WHEN HE waS RELEASED FRoM PRSON IN 1998, HE DECTDED +o REMAIN IN Ho CHi Mind G4y RAFHER AN
LEQVE HHE coUNIRY. YE4, HE REMAINS UNGBLE +0 woRk BECAUSE HHE QUHHORTHES HAVE Not RESHORED His LICENSE +o PRAcHCE 85 @ MEDTCAL

® The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention noted that Article 73 of the Penal Code, in describing offenses against national
security, makes no distinction between the use or non-use of violence or of incitement or non-incitement to violence. The Working
Group’s 1994 report states: “The present wording of article 73 is so vague that it could result in penalties being imposed not only
on persons using violence for political ends, but also on persons who have merely exercised their legitimate right to freedom of
opinion or expression.” See “Question of the Human Rights of All Persons Subjected to any Form of Detention or Imprisonment;
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Visit to Viet Nam,” Commission on Human Rights, December 21, 1994,
E/CN.4/1995/31/Add 4.

1 Associated Press, “18,000 Inmates to be Considered for Amnesty,” March 11, 2000.
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DOCHoR, GND HE S UNGBLE +0 #RAVEL BECAVSE IE HAS Not BEEN JSSUED @ RESTPENCE PERMIE. HiS NETGHBORS OND FRIENDS GRE REGULARLY WARNED 8Y
He auhioriHies +o SHAY awady FRoM HiM, FURHER TSOLBEING HiM. His HELEPHONE CONNECHON HAS BEEN BLOCKED NP HiS INFERNEF dccount
SUSPENDED STNCE MY 1999, WHEN HE SSUED @ CoMMUNIQUE BY E—MBiL CALLING FOR DEMOCRAkIC REFURMS. DESPHHE HHis constant Harassmend, Que
sHLL manages Yo mMake PugLic statements From +ime o fime.

SHFLING Dissent FrRoM witHiN +e Pardy

GoveERNMENS AUHHORTHES GRE PARFTCULARLY SENSTHIVE fo 0PPoSTHioN FRoM witHiN HHE ViEtNamESE Communist ParEY, wHicH RANGES FRoM
HHosE wHo comPLEFELY RESECH CoMMuNisM, o FHOSE wHo wisH 4o REFAIN @ socialist system eut seek fo REFORM HHE PaREY FrRoM withiN, fo
HHosE wHo criticize e ParEY PRIMARILY BECAVSE +HEY ORE FRUSIRAIED withH S ENDEMIC CORRUPHON.

A HiGHLY RESPECHED REHRED GENERAL OND FORMER CHEF ofF HHE Communist Party Peology ano CWLHRE Commitee, RN Do was
EYPELLED FRoM HIE PARIY IN JANUARY 1999 BECAUSE oF His OPEN cRificism oF 7+ e s Now LBRGELY oFF Limis 40 FORETGN PRESS anp
PiPLoMaES. SINCE His EYPULSTON, HiS PHONE LINE HAS BEEN MONTFORED aND HHE CONNECHON oFFEN <Vt IN @opifioN, His HoVSE Has BEEN PLACED
UNDER SURVETLLONCE BY UNDERCOVER SEC\RIHY POLICE, wHo 8LSo Follow HiM WHEN HE LEAVES 7+, IN APRIL 1999, HHE GOVERNMENF $URNED DOWN @
REQUESH BY TRAN Do 40 BE ALLoweD f0 PUBLISH @ PRIVAIE NEWsPAPER (Sec APPENDTY 1, TRAN Do’s GPPLICAEION +o PUBLISH @ NEWSPAPER aND
HHE RESPONSE FRoM HIE MINTSRY OF CULHRE GND INFORMAFION).

TRAN Do Has TSSUED PERODTC CRIFQUES OF HHE PARYY SINCE 1995, BUF FROM 1998 HHEY BECOME MUCH MORE POINYED, OND HE SSUED 8
SERTES OF OPEN LEHERS 40 fHE PORFY LEADERSHIP CHALLENGING i+S CONCENIRAEION OF POWER OND CALLING FOR DEMOCRIC REFORMS OND
FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON.

PoPULAR NoveList DUonG THU HUONG, DEFBINED N 1991 FOR SEVEN MONFHS FOR “SENDING SEDHious pocuments agroav” (fuat is, HHe
MANUSCRTPY FOR HER Nosz) S LSO CONSTOERED @ +HREAY BECOUSE OF HER CONNECHONS f0 HHE PaREY anv +He Fact fHat SEvERAL OF HER NOVELS,
wHicH 8RE CRiFiCAL oF HHE GOVERNMENY, HAVE BEEN FRANSLAHED iNFo ENGLISH GNP WiDELY SoLd @8RoaD. THE AUHHORTHES HAvE REFUSED +o fSSuE
HER @ PaAssPoRY, MAKING 7+ SMPOSSTBLE FoR HER 4o fRAVEL @BRoAD fo AHHEND SNIERNGHIONDL WRIHERS' CONFERENCES 0 wHiCH SHE HAS BEEN
INVIHED,

NGWeN Ho, @ FORMER PROMINEN} ParREY MEMBER, waR HER, OND FOUNDER oF HHIE (LVB oF FormeR Resistance Figuters, 1as also callep
PUBLTCLY FoR GREGHER DEMOCRACY ND HHE NEED +0 EYPUSE GBUSES witHiN FHE PaRHY. Since FEBRUBRY 1996, HE HAS BEEN HELD UNDER UNOFFiciaL
HOUSE GRRESH PoLicE GRE SHAFONED 8% His HousE fo BAR ALL visHors. Like otHER Dissivents His $ELEPHONE LINE fs cvt, HlE was PreviousLy
HELD UNDER HOUSE GRRESH FRom SEPEMBER 1990 o May 1993, anp aqain since Fegruary 1996.

Hoang MiNH CHINH, @ FORMER HIGH—RANKING PAREY CODRE GND FORMER DIRECIOR OF HHE MarYist—LENINiSE INSHHVIE, wwas DEFATNED TN
Hanot N 1995 For ALLEGEDLY PROPAGAFING “ONti—socidlist PRoPAGANDA.” THTS was HHE HHIRD HIME HE HAD BEEN DEFAINED FOR CRIHICITING PaRFY
PoLicy. Tovdy, HE REMAINS UNDER HEGVY SVRVETLLANCE iN HaNoT, witil His +ELEPLONE LINE JAMMED WHEN HE RECEIVES TNFERNGHONAL CALLs,

AF1Er TRAN Do’s EXPULSTON FRoM HHE PaREY, OHHER SENTOR PARIY MEMBERS NP waR HEROES SUcH as Col. PHaM QUE DuonG ane Hoang
Hw NHan mape Puglic statements iN SUPPoRE of TRaN Do. THe Party Central Commitiee HEN Passep @ ResoLufion N FEgruary 1999 stating
Hat #+ would PUNiSH oR CRTHICTZE FHOSE wHo DISSEMINGFE HHETR 0WN OPINTONS 0R DISTRIBUIE DISSENFING ViEwS.! BrRodpcast oN NatioNaL rapio,
Hie CPY CentraL Committee resolufion stafep, iN Part, Hat:

Party commitees at ALl LEVELS SHoWLd MoNHoR fHE Political anp ipEoLOGTCAL GWARENESS DEVELOPMENTS oF Par+Y
OFFICiALS GNP MEMBERS, REGULARLY PROVIDE TNFORMAHION F0 GNP 8sSist ONE ONOHHER TN ORDER {0 CREGHE CONSENSUS ON HHE
PaR#Y's viEWPOINES GNP LiNE; CORRECH TMPROPER ViEWPOiNES iN @ #IMELY MANNER: SHRjciLy cRiticizE anp PUNiSH HHose
PaRIY MEMBERS wHo HAVE INFRINGED HHE 0RGANTZAFIONAL PRINCTPLES oF $HE PARYY wHo GFFER BEING assistep 8y HHe Party

"' The resolution sends a mixed message, stating on the one hand that the Party will not discriminate against those with
“minority views,” but vowing to punish those who disseminate “dissenting views.”
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ORGANTZAHION KEEP DiSSEMINGFING HHETR 0wWN OPINTONS OR DISRTBUEING DoCUMENES CoNERARY o HHE PLAtFORM, fHE statuie
oNp FHe RESOLVEIONS OF fHE Par#y.:

IN @ FURHHER EFFORE +0 HiwaRE 0PPoSHION FRoM within HHE ParEY, iN MaY 1999, PoLiHBWRo MEMBER PHam THE DWE+ GUALINED MORE
HHoN @ vozeN dctivities oviLawWED FoR PARIY MEMBERS, INCLUWDING SSUING stafements conirarRY 4o fHe Par{y PLAIFORM, AND ORGANIZING
PEGPLE +0 LODGE COMPLAINFS OR JOIN DEMONSHRAEIONS.s

STLENCING (RiticaL Poets anv INfeLLECHvALS

ALSo UNDER PRESSURE GNP SCRUEINY GRE OUESPOKEN CRiHicS oF HIE GOVERNMENE FRoM HIE dcabemic anp INFELLECHUIL comMmUNTHES.
INCLUWED N HHis GROVP 8RE MatHematician Pran Diny Diev, Geologist NGWeN THanH (iang, SovrnaList Yu iy Cuong, wriHER Hoang Tiena, anp
e so—caLlep DaLat inteLLECHALS — BioloGist anp wRiHER Ha ST PHY, Poet BUi Mind Quoc, anp writer Tiev Dao Bao Cu. INtELLECHALS dRE
HIGHLY RESPECHED IN VIEINOMESE Sociedy, so statements HHey Make orR Books oR POEIRY HHEY WRHE GRE BCCORDED CONSTDERABLE status anp
RECETVE CAREFWL GHENEON. MANY HAvE PREVIOUSLY BEEN JATLED 0R PLACED UNDER HOVSE GRRESH 0R ApMiNiSIRALIVE DEFENETON FOR EYPRESSING
views CRitical oF +He GOVERNMENT.

GEOLoGTsH NGUWEN THANH GIANG, wHo HAs OPENLY Govocatep HUMAN RiGHES, MULFTPAREY DEMOCRACY, AND PEACEFUL REFORMS, wals DEFAINED
BY PoLice For HHREE DAYS TN MARcH 1992 ano HHEN RELEASED ONLY GFFER GOING ON HUNGER SHRTKE. A MoNHH LAHER HE was SuMMONED fo HE
CuLfuraL Police Heapquariers anp apvisep fo stoP criticizing Hie Par#Y's Polices. THEN, oN MaReH 4, 1999, HE was BRRESHED aND CHARGED
UNDER ARFiCLE 2058 oF 4HE CRiMiNGL CobE FOR “BBUSING DEMOCRA¥IC RiGHES.” AFHER wWiDESPREAD INFERNGEIONGL PROFEST GIANG waS RELEASED N
May 1999. He contiNvES 40 BE REQUIRED f0 REPORE REGULARLY 40 PoLiCE AND PROHTBHED FRoM $RAVELING 0UESTRE His Locdl NETGHBORHoob SN Hanof
wittout PERMISSTON. PUBLIC SECWRTHY POLiCE HAVE SEARCHED (IANG'S HOVSE ON SEVERAL occdsions, suey as N QcloBer 1999, wHEN HHEY
CONFISCOHED His CoMPUIER GNP ORDERED Him +o HHE Police sHation For SEVERAL bavs of SniErroqation (Sez Appenpiy 2, LeHeR oF Protest
1o HE (ovERNMENF FRoM NGWEN THANH (SONG). (NG HAS TSSUED @ NUMBER oF PUBLic LEHERS OvER HHE YEGRS, DENOINCING “RED caPifaLists”
wiHHIN HE Communist Party an vioLadions of HUMAN RiGHES, 8NP CALLING FoR “REAL DEMOCRACY N wHicH PEOPLE FRom Botl HHE 40P anb HiE
BoHoM would EQUALLY BENEFTH.”

AFIER pissivEnt JoVRNALISE YU iy CuonG wRotE 8 LEHER SN JANVBRY 1999 SUPPOREING TRAN Do HE was CALLED IN FoR iNFERROGAEION
gy HiE PoLice. Vv fluy ConG HAS BEEN @ LONG—HIME GOVERNMENS cRiFTc, For Most of HiE Last HHiREY YEARS HE HAS ETHHER BEEN N PRISON OR
UNPER €oNstaNt PoLiCE SURVETLLANCE, AFJER 0PPosiNG HHE ParEY's Maoist stance SN HHE EBRLY 1960s, CVONG waS FIRED FROM NEWSPAPERS
WHERE HE WORKED, waS TMPRISONED iN 1967, aND HIEN was EYILED +o 1a NaM NiNH PRoVINCE FRom 1975—79, lE Has BEEN BANNED FRoM PUBLTSHING
oR +akiNG JoBS with HHE GovERNMENF 0R @S @ +EACHER SNCE 1990,

IN APRIL 1999, PoLice SUMMONED wRIHER Hoana TiEN anp YU Huy CUNG For QUESHONING TN CONSUNCHON witl NGWeN THany (iang’s
arRrESE, DWRING APRIL BLONE HoaNG TIEN UNDERWENT SEVEN TNFERROGAHION SESSTONS, FRomM APRIL 12—14 anp acain oN APRIL 205 \u Huy Cuong’s
INFERROGAHONS BEGON ON APRIL 12 GNP CONFINUED ON @ DALY BASTS FOR SEVERAL paYS. IN LAHE 1999 HHE PoLiCE WERE CONFINVING fo visTH u Huy
Cuong ALMost EverY paY. HoaNg TiEN 7S @ WELL KNOWN WRHER wHo HAS BEEN aN OVESPOKEN GDVOCBHE FOR DEMOCRACY, FREEDOM OF SPEECH, AND
FREEDOM OF HE PRESS, HE TSSUED His owN REPORES DURING HHE 1996 #RidL oF DissToENt Ha ST PHY, WHEN HE PRo#ESHED Hat HiE VietNaMESE
PRESS waS Not dllowed fo cover fe @RRESE anp FRiAL BUF INSTEAD “could ONLY OFFER BRIEF BifS OF NEwS 8CCORDING o wHat fie
AutHoRTHES HANPED PowWN.”

2 Voice of Vietnam, Hanoi, (radio) in Vietnamese, February 24, 1999, BBC Worldwide Monitoring; Reuters, “Vietnam
communist Party to clamp down on dissent,” February 25, 1999.

B Hanoi Lao Dong, “Labor Journal Reviews SRV Party's ‘Forbidden' Activities,”” June 11, 1999; see also Associated Press,
“Vietnam Clamps Down on Free Speech,” June 7, 1999.
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WRHER TiEv Ddo Bdo Cv anp PoEt BUi MiNH Quoc wWERE EdcH PLACED UNDER HOUSE BRREST FOR fwo YEBRS N HEIR HomES iN DaLat
UNDER APMINTSIRAHIVE Detention DirecHive 31/CP (see section Il BELow). THE oFFiciaL DEFENFTON PERIOD LASHED FROM SEPFEMBER 1997 HHROVGH
QctoBer 1999. THe AuHHoRTHES CONFINVE 40 KEEP HHEM UNDER SURVETLLANCE, HOWEVER, OND HHETR JELEPHONES GRE DISCONNECHED, ALtHoGH Bu
Mind Quoc Has geen @BLE fo #RAVEL iN HIE NorH SINCE His RELEGSE FRoM DEFENFTON.

BUi MiNH Quoc was oRIGINGLLY GRRESIED IN 1997 ON FHE GROUNDS OF BEING iN PUSSESSION oF “REACHONGRY LiHERGIRE"— N Fact,
FeLLow vissioent Yu Tiv Hien's NoveL, DarRkness af Miopay. THe 8RREsY, Mave a+ @ DaLat Bus stoP, fook PLACE oN His REMRN FRoM @ visH 4o
Ho CHi Min City. His convitions anp FREBEMENT WORSENED IN MY 1998, FOLLoWING HHE GPPEBRANCE N VIEINGM OND ELSEWHERE OF HiS wORK,
Poetic fLases in HE INFERROGBFON (HomBER, AY Hat FIME HE waS SVBJECHED fo INFENSIVE QUESHONING GNP HiS HOME was RANSACKED 8Y
PUBLIC SECWRHY oFFiciaLs, wHo fook BwaY FURFHER REGDING aND wWRIHING MaTERTALS.

WHILE UNDER @pMiNTSERGHIVE DEFENFION, BUi MinH Quoc was MAabe 4o Live iN NEAR fofaL fsoLabion. Police weRE Postep ovisive His
HOME AND GENERALLY HE CoULd Not VENHURE FURHIER HHAN HHE CONFINES OF His HOVSE anp GARDEN. His +ELEPHONE LINE wis DISCONNECHED BY HE
SECWRHY AUVtHORTHIES SEVERAL MONHHS PRiOR {0 HiS BEING PLACED UNDER HoUSE ARRESH TN ORDER +0 PREVENF HiM FRoM CoNtAcHiNG PEOPLE
oUISTDE VIEINGM OR GIVING INFERVIEWS $0 WESTERN NEWS MEDTA. ALL MATL +0 aND FRoM QUoc was TNFERCEPHED. MONEY SENE BY RELOHIVES bib
Not RedcH HiM. ffs HOME was SEARCHED BY PUBLiC SECURTEY OFFiCiaLs ON SEVERAL 0CCASTONS PURING wHiCH Books GNP wRIHING MBHERTALS WERE
conFiscatep, ON SEVERAL occasions Quoc was SUBIECH +o QUESHONING GNP INFERROGBHON, USVALLY oF @ VERY $EDous aND REPEFHVE NGHURE.
WRIHEN REQUESES HE suemitiep +o e PoLice 4o ke His SoN fo school weERE REJECHED, Hfis wiFE, @ FORMER JoVRNAList at e
state—oPerated fELEVISION ONb BROOPCASHING station N DaLat, Hav o Quit HER JoB BECAUSE OF HHE CTRCUMSHANCES SURROWNDING HER
HusBaND'S RREST. CONSEQUENILY, HHE FaMILY was DEPRIVED oF HHETR NORMAL MEANS OF INCOME, b FURNED {0 MAKING AND SELLING smaLL
HOND—PUPPELS $0 EARN @ LiViNG.

BioLogist aNb wRHER ld ST PHU was 8RRESED TN DECEMBER 1995 GND CHARGED witl “ReEvEALING state secrets” For BEING N
PUSSESSTON oF @ €oPY oF PRIME MiNistER Vo Van Kiet's Letter 4o e PoLi#BUR0 CALLING FOR REFORMS. AFHER 4RiAL N August 1996, HE was
TMPRISONED UNHTL DECEMBER 1996, e was HHEN PLACED UNDER HOVSE BRREST ON BN UNOFFICiAL BASTS wWHEN HE REFVRNED fo His Home iN DaLat. Ha
ST PHU was #REQHED EVEN MORE HARSHLY +HAN HHE Fwo OFHER DissiDENts iN DaLat, Bui Ming Quoc ane Bao Cw. IN APRIL 1999 Police searciep
Ha Si PHV'S HoUSE, CONFISCAIED His CoMPUIER, PRINKER, aND DISKEHES, BND FINED HiM 500,000 Vietnam vona (agovt US $35) For vioLaking HHE
“PUBLISHING Law.” THiS INCTDENE REPORFEDLY was SPURRED BY HA ST PHU WRIHING @ LEHER +o TRAN Do, CONGRAFULAFING HiM FOR BEING EYPELLED
FRom HiE CPY. Hla ST PUV's conpHHON OF INFORMAL HOUSE GRRESH REMAINS N PLACE,

ControLLING RuraL Unrest

Not ONLY WVRBAN OR INFELLECHVAL pissibents, BUt aLso FARMERS N FHE COUNIRYSTDE, wHo Constifuie g MAJorRHY oF \iednaM's
PoPULAION, BRE DENTED FHETR FUNDAOMENTAL RiGHES f0 FREE BSSEMBLY, EYPRESSION, AND ssociation. [soLafep iNCIDENES oF PEdsant Profest IN
HE PROVINCES HAVE 0CCURRED SINCE g LAHE 1980s, AND FORMERS 0CCASTONBLLY GAHIER BEFORE SESSTONS oF HIE NaFionaL AssemBLY iN Hanoi +o
LobGE CoMPLAINS. HoWEVER, UNDER VIEINGM'S LBws, FORMERS MAY BE SONCHONED §F HEY PugLicly air +HHETR GRIEVANCES OR #RY 40 FoRM
TNPEPENDENT dssociations fo REPRESEN} HHETR iNtERESES.

IN 1997 SERjous RURAL UNRESH ERVPHED iN DoNG Nai ane THAT BINH PROVINCES, SPARKED BY FARMERS' ECONOMIC GRTEVANCES aND
Pro{ESES AQAINST CORRUPHON 8Y Locdl oFFicials. IN THAT BinH, SOME oF HHE DEMONSHRAFTONS FURNED ViOLENF, LEGDING HHE GovERNMENE fo
DisPatel MORE HHAN 1200 SPECiAL PoLicE 8S WELL @S @ HiGH—LEVEL DELEGAHION LED BY PoLi#BUR0 MEMBER PHaM THE Dwet. More HHaN FiFdy
PoLICE ANDP PROVINCAL oFFicials weRE BRRESTED At HE fiME, S WERE MORE HHON STYEY PRoFESTORS, MoSt OF wHOM WERE PROBABLY DEFATNED
UNDER  ApMiNisHRative Detention Decree 31/CP. THE MEDTA was PREVENIED FRoM FRAVELING fo HHE BREAS FOR MORE HiAN FIVE MONFHSS
JoVRNGLists SHLL 8RE Not @BLE fo FRAVEL FREELY iN HHE DiSTRiCES WHERE HIE PRoJESHS 0CCURRED. [N MARCH 1999, aF LEASH NiNE LocaL PegPLE
WERE CONVICHED FoR DiSHUREING PUBLTC ORDER DVRING HHE JANVARY cLastes iN Dong Naf. IN Juy 1998, +ie PeoPLe's Covrt N THai Bind
SENFENCED MORE FHAN HHIRFY Locdl PEOPLE, wHoM HHE GovERNMENY FERMED “EYIREMists,” 4o PRISON FERMS: $HEY WERE S@iD fo HAVE INCTHED
PEGPLE +0 DiSRUPH PUBLIC ORDER DURING HHE UNREST iN HHE PROVINCE TN 1997. IN THAT BiNH MORE $HAN 1500 Locdl oFFicials wERE EVENIVALLY
PISCTPLINED FOR CORRUPHON GNP BECOUSE OF ONGOING WNRESE, ETGHIY—FOUR PARIY MEMBERS WERE EYPELLED, ONp HHiRHY Locdl oFFicials orR
COPRES WERE SENFENCED 40 PRiSON fERMS.,
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DesPite HHis cLaMPLOWN, REPORIS OF SPORADTC PRoFESES BY LoCAL FARMERS GNP DISGRUINFLED Locdl oFFicials wHo Lost HHETR JoBS
coNFINE 40 BE RECEjVED., [ REMAINS DiFFicULt 40 MONTHOR HHE EYFENE OF RURAL UNREST BECAUSE OF RESHRICHONS ON #RAVEL BY FOREIGN
JouRNaLiSts, BUE SINCE 1997 PEASAN' PRo‘ESES HAVE BEEN REPORIED Not ONLY IN THAT BINH BUE ALso N SOVFHERN DONG Nai PROVINCE, wWHERE
FORMERS PRo‘ESIED Evickons 8Y HlE miLiHary: Ha Tay Province NEdR Hanoi, HHE SHE oF ONGOING DissatisFAactioN oveEr Lanp RiGHEs anp
CORRVPHION: @S weLL @5 Ha Nam, Nam Dind, THanH Hod, Quana NGai, ane Bac NiNH PROVINCES. THE GOVERNMENY'S HORSH RESPONSE fo HHE RURAL
UNReEsE Makes cLedr gofd s pefermingtion fo MaiNtaiN stagiLity anv fHE GENERAL @BSENCE N ViEINGM oF Basic Protections For Hie
iNDiviDvaL against areifRaRY pEFENFION OND vioLadions oF RiGHES fo EYPRESSION, associdtioN ane assemsLy.”

Persecviion ofF ReLigiovs Dissivents

ReLigious GRoUPS GND CHURCHES fHat GRE Not OFFTCiaLLY SANCHONED 0R CONFROLLED BY HHE QOVERNMENY CONFINVE f0 BE PERCETVED S
POSING @ CHILLENGE $0 GOVERNMENY AUHHORTHY BECAUSE oF HHETR POFENHAL FOR AHRACHING LARGE FOLLOWINGS GNP HHUS, FOR COMPEFING witH
HE Par$Y's mass orGANTZAHONS. A 1998 RePorT BY ABveLFattal Amor, HHE UN. SPeCiaL RAPPORIEWR oN RELIGTOUS INFOLERANCE, UNDERSCORED HHE
NEED FOR \TEANGM f0 TMPLEMENT REFORMS +0 SAFEGUARD RELTGTOUS FREEDOMS. HOWEVER, HIE GOVERNMENE CONFINUES f0 REQUIRE HHat aLL ReLigiovs
activities ge Reqisterep BY He state, fo resirict RAvEL BY RELIGTOVS LEGDERS, GNP 0 CENSOR HHE CONFENIS OF HIETR SERMONS OND
SPEECHES.

IN APRIL 1999, HIE GOVERNMEN} TSSUED @ NEw DECREE ON RELIGTON, No. 26/1999/ND—CP.” WHILE PURPORFING $0 GUARANFEE FREEDOM OF

RELGTON, $HE DECREE PRoviDES At ALL RELiGTovs orGANTZAFToNS “UsED fo oPPosE HHE SHate oF HHE Socialist RePuBLic of \iefnaM,” s wELL

S UNDEFINED “sUPERstitious ackivities,” aRe fo B2 PUNISHED.” THE DECREE PROVIDES FOR EYFENSIVE GOVERNMEN} REGULAHON OF RELiGiovS

ORGANTZAHIONS, GND TNCLUDES PROVISTONS HHat RELIGIOUS SEMINGRTES OND GPPOINIMENES OF RELIGTOUS LEGDERS BE GPPROVED BY HHE GovERNMENY.”

THE PECREE ALso BANS RELIGIOVS ORGANIZAFIONS HHAE convuct activities contrRARY 4o “sERuCHRES BUEORIZED BY HHE PRIME miNister,”” THesE

PRoViSTONS GPPEAR 40 BE DiRECHED AGANSE RELIGToUS LEADERS wHo HAVE +OKEN cRiFicaL stanps aGaiNst +HE GOVERNMENY OND CALLED FoR
PEACEFL DEMOCRAFIC REFORMS.

ReLiqiovs LEAPERS FRoM HHE BANNED UNIFiED CHuRel ofF vietnam (UBCY) Face onNGoing PERSECURION FoR HHEIR LONG HistoRY oF
CONFRONFING HHE COUNIRY'S RULERS ON MAHERS oF PRINCTPLE. THE UBCY was +HE mMaiN Bupbiist oRGANIZAHON TN Sout ND CENIRAL ViEtNaM

'* See Human Rights Watch/Asia, “Vietnam: Rural Unrest in Vietnam,” Vol. 9, No. 11 (C), December 1997.

" Decree No. 26/1999/ND-CP, “Decree of the Government Concerning Religious Activities” (translation on file at Human
Rights Watch).

' Ibid., articles 5; see also article 7.
"7 Ibid., articles 18-26.

"8 Ibid., article 8.
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PRIOR 40 1975, WHEN OMINISIRAFION OF 7S PROPERHES OND INSHHUEONS WERE $8KEN 0vER BY HIE GovERNMENE.” IN 1991 H1iE UBCY was vissolvep
8Y +HE GOVERNMENS AN REPLACED with HHE SHIE—SPONSORED ViEtNaM BubbHist CHURCH. STNCE HHat +iME FENSTONS HAVE RISEN STEADILY BERWEEN
HHe qovernvENt anp fHe UBCY, wHicH poEs Not RECOGNTZE HHE BUHORTEY oF HHE \iedNam BubbHist CHURCH, PARETCULARLY DURING HHE 1990S WHEN
He QOVERNMENT TMPRISONED MANY MoNks @FFiLidte wity fHe UBCY.

Te Supreme Patriare of HHe UBCY, THicH Huwen QUANG, ETGHIY—ONE, S CURRENILY BEING DEFGINED witHout #RidL UNDER PaCopd
arRest N NGHia Hand pistRict N QUANG NGOT PROVINCE. HE was FiRsH BRRESHED TN APRIL 1977, HHEN GGAIN N 1932 FOR COLLING FOR OFFicial
RECOGNTHION oF HHE UBCY. FRom His FORCED INFERNGL EXTLE iN CENFRAL QUANG NG'AT PROVINCE, HE TSSUED @ DECLARAION N NOVEMBER 1993 CALLING
FOR PEMOCRAYIC REFORM GNP RESPECE FOR HUMAN RIGHES. IN DECEMBER 1994 HE waS REGRRESHIED ON CHARGES OF 0RGANTZING 8 UBCY FLoob RELiEF
OPERGHION IN HHE MEKONG DELFA. IN Janvary 1995, PoLice ForeigLy moved THicH HUEN QUanG 4o an solatep PaCopd iN QUANG NGB PROVINCE,
WHERE HE Now LIVES IN INFERNGL EXILE. WHILE REQUESTS BY JOURNGLISES, DIPLOMA$S GND NON—GOVERNMENHAL 0RGANIZATIONS $o visit THied Huven
Quana are RoVHNELY REJECHED BY HE GovERNMENY, TN Decemeer 1999 @ U.S. Emeassy ofFicial was aeLE 4o MEEF with HiM FoR HHREE HovRs
WHILE INSPECHNG FLoOD—SHRICKEN BREAS TN QUANG NaT.

Quisroken UBCY LEapER TiicH QUANG Do HAs BEEN HARASSED BY HHE BUHHORTHES ON SEVERAL 0CCASiONS SINCE His Latest RELEASE FRoM
PRISON N SEPHEMBER 1999, IN MARCH 1999, HE waS SUMMONED FOR QUESHONING NP ORDERED 40 REFRN fo o CUf Mind ity aF4eR 1 fRavELED
{0 centraL Vietnam fo visit Thied Huven Quanc. On August 6, ofFicials iN Ho CHi MinH (i caLLep iN THicH QUanG Do o INFERROGEHE Him
anp FRTED f0 FORCE HiM +o STON @ CoNFESSTON $Hat HE HAb dctep SLLEGALLY SN JULY wWHEN HE wRoYE @ LEHER f0 EVROPEAN UNTON AMBASSAPORS
iN HaNot caLLING For HUMAN RiGHES aNp RELTGToUS FREEDOMS. ON August 13, @ PoLicE squap came +o His PAGopA GFFER MIDNTGHE AND DEMANDED
to see Wi, FHREBFENING fo BREAK PoWN HHE DoOR BEFORE HHey eEventvaLLy Lert,

IN SePtemMBER 1999, THiCH QUANG Do was AGEIN SIMMONED SEVERAL HiMES FOR QUESHONING BY PoLicg, 8s were UBCY Monks THieH Kiona
Tand oo THicH TUe SY, wHo Hap 8Lso BEEN RELEASED FRoM PRISON iN 1998, THE MONKS WERE foLb HHat HIETR REGRRESES WERE TMMINENF, @S
WARRANIS HAD ALREADY BEEN PREPARED f0 RRESE HHEM FOR “SUBVERSIVE ctivifies” PENDING FURHHER TNVESHIGA4ioN. DURING @ 4ENSE, HHREE—
HoWR INFERROGAFION SESSTON ON SEP4EMBER 6, THicH QUANG Do waS CONFRONIED BY FEN OFFiciaLs, INCLWING MEMBERS oF HIE Ho CHT MinH iy
PoLice, HE o QUi Mind Cidy section of Hig CPY, +e FatuerLane Front, ano e ofFicial \ietnam Buoptist CHurel, ON Octoger 29, securidy
PoLice SRROUNDED HE Lign TRY Pacopd of THicd Kiong Tand in Ho Cii Mind CiHY aNp conFiscatep pocUMENES GNP @ FaY MACHINE.

Memgers of e Hoa Hao sect oF BupbHism Have BEeN suBJECt 40 POLiCE SURVEILLANCE AND SEVERAL GRE HHouGHE +o REMAIN N
pedENtioN. THE SECH wis GRANYED OFFiciaL sHatus N May 1999, BLHHOUGH GOVERNMENY GPPOINFEES DOMINGHE AN ELEVEN—MEMBER [od Hao Buobiism
Representative Commitiee estaglisier a4 fHat +iMe. IN JuLy 1999, iN ONE oF HHE First LARGE Puslic GAHIERINGS oF HIE GROVP SINCE 1975,
Hlousanps oF Hod Hao MEMBERS comMEMORAEED HHE FOUNDING oF HIE cHURCH N AN (iONG PROVINCE, BECAUSE oF Tt HistoRY OF GRMED
RESTSHANCE 40 CoMMUNISH FORCES BEFORE 1975, HowevER, HHE Hod Hao sect Remains cLoseLy Montorep. AFHER Hod Hao ELber Le Quanc Liem
STONED @ JOINF GPPEAL N SEPIEMBER 1999 with REPRESENFBHIVES OF OHHER RELIGIONS CALLING FOR GREBIER RELiQTous Freevom (see vace 14,
BELow), HE WS INFERROGEHED ON SEVERGL occasions 8Y Ho CHi Mind Ciy Puglic SECWRiY PoLice. SINCE DECEMBER 1999 His FELEPLONE LiNE 1as
BEEN DISCONNECIED OND HiS HOVSE PLACED UNDER SURVETLLANCE.

"% The 1963 demonstrations and self-immolations to protest the policies of the Diem government in South Vietnam led the
majority of Buddhist sects in southern and central Vietnam to join together in a loose association known as the Unified Buddhist
Church. It later became the largest Buddhist organization in this overwhelmingly Buddhist country.
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ON sEVERAL occasions iN Decemeer 1999 Hod Hao MEMBERS N AN (TANG PROVINCE REPORIEDLY CLASHED witl PoLicE, wio PREVENIED
FHem FRoM HANGING out RELiGTOUS STONS GNP PICHURES oF HHETR PROPHEF OND BLOCKED HETR PILGRIMAGE fo HHETR PROPHEF'S BiRFUPLACE, Police
Lso REPORFEDLY DEFAINED GND B2at SomE oF HE Hod Hao BoHERENSS, ONLY RELEASING HHEM GFFER @BOVE ONE HUNDRED DEMONSHRAFORS SHAGED @
VigiL at HHe PoLice sHation.® TENSTONS INCREBSED N AN (iaNG PROVINCE N HHE LEGP—VP f0 8 Hod Hao RELIQIOUS GNNTVERSARY COMMEMORAEING
e assassingtion of HHETR FoUNDER oN Marel 30, 2000, ON Maren 11, PoLice RePoriepLy Rapep @ Private Hoa Hao ceremony iN AN (iang,
INJURING SEVERAL PARFTCIPANES aND BRRESHING HHREE ofHERS. ON MareH 29, +wo Hod Hao Buobrists wERE REPORFEDLY RRESHED N AN (iaNG
PROVINCE GNP CHARGED with “DEFAMING HE qoveRnmENE.” ON MarcH 30 Police RePorIEDLY BLockep HHousanws of Hod Hao FoLLowers FRom
OBSERVING HHE RELIGTOUS ONNIVERSARY, DEFAINING +EN FOLLOWERS.”

2 Deutsche Presse-Agentur, December 30, 1999.

*! Deutsche Presse-Agentur, “Vietnam police block key anniversary of troubled Buddhist sect,” March 30, 2000.
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Memgers oF e (8o Dai RELIGION, wHCH CoMBINES ELEMENES OF ConFucianism, CHRiSHaNiHY, Taoism anb BubbHisM, HAVE CoMPLATNED
Hiat SoME oF HIEIR RELiGTOUS PRACHICES GRE BANNED GNP CHURCH PROPERFY HAS BEEN CONFiscatep. A 1997 CPV REPoRF For TaY NiNH PROVINCE,
WHERE (o Daism fs gasev, stater fHat e Cdo DA catHEDRAL was @ PLACE “WHERE ENeMiES Hake AbvaNtagE fo sHR VP PoLitical Redctionary
OPERAHIONS CAINST OUR REVOLUFION..WE BLL GGREED fo FAE out SPiRHVALISM: 0 wiPE out Hig [Cao Dar] system, wiicH was oraaNizED Like a
stafe witlin @ state.”»

IN Octoger, 1999 +wo Cao Daists, Le Kim Bien ano Pram Cong Hien, were arrestED N KiEN (iANG PROVINCE aND SENFENCED $0 o
YEBRS' MPRISONMENT OFFER HHey atemPlep 4o meet with UN. SPecial RaPPORIELR AR DURING His visH 4o ViEENGM. WHILE HHE RELIGTON was
OFFCiaLLY RECOGNTZED N 1997, $HiS wals PONE ON HHE GOVERNMENE'S fERMS, witd HHE (Ao D7 PLACED UNDER @ GOVERNMEN}—APPOINIED
MANAGEMENS COUNCIL H1iad iS Not RECOGNIZED BY MANY (Ao Dai oFFicials. SPecial RAPPORIEVR AMOR NOHED iN HiS 1998 REPORF: “Tivo bistinet
GROVPS ARE Now Ossociater with Cdo Daism: @ MONAGEMENE comMMitIEE, COMPRISING @ FEw CHURCH OFFiCials CoNFROLLED BY HHE auioritHiES,
aND @ MAJORTHY OF TNPEPENDENE CHURCH OFFiciaLs oPPosED fo HHE Commitige,”>

THE GOVERNMENT Has ALso MAbE EFFORYS $o SUPPRESS PRofESHAaNtS HHROVGH PoLiCE RATDS, SURVEILLANCE, aND NEGAHIVE PROPAGANDE,
PARFICULARLY @S TNCREGSING NUMBERS OF EFHNTC MINORTHES HOVE JOTNED EVANGELICOL CHWRCHES N HHE NORFHERN OND CENFRAL HiGHLANDS.™
RePORES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED oF PERSECURTON aND HARASSMENY oF HIMonG PRrotestants iN Lai Chav, Lao Cai anv Ha Giana PROVINCES, MNONG N
BiNH PHUoC PROVINCE, BAHNGR anb JaRAT iN (Gid Lai PRovinee, anw HRE iN Quana Nadi. THRee Protestant CHURCHES N BiNH PHUOC PROVINCE,
WHOSE MEMBERS WERE EFHNIC MNONG aND SHENG, WERE DEMOLTSHED BY PROVINCTAL AUHHORTHES IN JULY 1999. SUBSEQUENILY SEVERAL PRoviNCiaL
OFFicials wWERE DiSMISSED N BINH PHUoC LEGDING to @ PECREASE iN FENSTONS witH Local Profestants.

IN JANUBRY 1999, 8N OFFiciaL Law JOURNGL, PHAP LUt VEBVILY CRIHCiTED HIE CONVERSTON f0 PRoFESHANETSM OF HIMONG TN Nor4HERN Ha
GiaNG PROVINCE. THE PRovINCTAL PARFY CHiEF was QUotep as saYiNG HHat @ vistrict $ask Force Hav Been EstaBLisHed to “DEdL witd TLLEGAL
RELIGToUS EVANGELiSM” BY PERSUADING PEOPLE 40 SIGN commitmENEs Not Fo Follow “Bap PEOPLE” 0R culfs, BUF +o REBULD GNCESHOR SHRINES.>
Two MoNHIS EGRLIER N HHE SGME PROVINCE, HHE PROVINCIAL PROPAGANDA COMMIHEE fSSUED @ For¥—hwo PAGE PamPHLE! EntiLep
“PROPAGANDTZING AN MoBiLiziNg Citizens Not o Follow RELiGioN ILLeqaLLy.,” Agovt 4EN IMONG CHRISEANS WERE REPORIEDLY N PEFENEION iN
LaF CHav anp Ha Giang PRoviNees @s oF Late—1999.

** Andy Soloman, “Cao Dai struggles for survival in Vietnam,” Reuters, April 21, 1999.

* Commission on Human Rights, “Civil and Political Rights, Including the Question of Religious Intolerance; Addendum:
Visit to Vietnam,” Report submitted by Abdelfattah Amor, December 12, 1998.

** Protestantism is the fastest growing religion in Vietnam, with a four-fold increase in membership since 1975 to an
estimated 600,000 to 800,000 adherents of the faith today.

» “Combating the Illegal Propagation of Religion — Not Only Promoting Law and Order,” Phap Luat (Law), January 15,
1999. See also World Evangelical Fellowship, “On the Cruel Edges of the World: the Untold Persecution of Christians Among
Vietnam’s Minority Peoples,” March 1999.
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On May 7, 1999, PoLice RATED GN EVANGELiCAL GAHIERING oF HHE \TEINGM AssemeLies oF (ob CHuRel iN @ HanoT HotEL anp HeLD
IWENDY PEOPLE FOR SEVERQL paYs. PoLice bELGINED Fwo oF HHE QROVP'S LEARERS, Lo Van HeN (8 MEMBER oF fg BLack THAT MiNORTEY GROVP, wHo
HAD BEEN RELEASED FRoM HIREE YEARS N PRISON IN JANVARY 1999), anb Rev. TRan Dind (PauL) Al wHo Hab SERVED hwo YEARS N PRISON N HHE
EBRLY 1990s FoR His RELIGTOVS AcHviHiES aND wHo Hap MEF witH UN. SPECiaL RGPPORFEUR AMOR DURING His 1998 visih. Lo Van HEN was escortep
gack. 4o His Home N DTEN BIEN PHY, wHiLE Rev. Al was DE+GINED UNDER POLICE GUARD FOR @ MoNHH SN HHE Hanoi HotEL wHERE HHE MEEFING Hab
taken PLace.» SUBSEQUENT PoLice RaiDS oN CHRISHAN GAHHERINGS, IN wHiCH PoLice FEMPORARILY DEFAINED CHURCH MEMBERS, WERE REPORIED {0
Have 4aken PLACE iN 1999: TN QUANG NaM PROVINCE iN SEPIEMBER, iN \iEH TRT Fown on Octoger 10, ano iN Hatong Bay N miv—Qctoger.>

Memgers of Tin Lan (Coop News, 0r (osPEL) PRofESHINF CHURCHES wWHo GRE LowLan \iEdnavese [Kini] are oFten LEss Persecuien,
THis s HHovaHt 4o BE BECAUSE HHETR MEMBERS GRE Not MEMBERS OF EHINIC MINORTHTES GND MANY OF HHETR CHVRCHES GRE Locded N HHE MAIN
cikies of Danang, Hanoi, ane Ho CHf MiNd CHby RAFHER AN IN REMOYE HiGHLAND GREAS. THERE GRE GPPRoYIMAHELY 300 TiN LanH CHURCHES N
VietNam, FIFIEEN OoF wHicH GRE HHE ONLY Profestant churcres Hat HHE GOVERNMENF OFFICiaLLY RECOGNIZES.”

For Catrolics, ReLations BEFWEEN \TEdnNaM aND HHE VAHiCON waRMED SLiGHILY IN 1999 witl HHE visit SN MareH oF @ Vatican
PELEGAHION OND \TEINAM'S GCCEPIANCE oF HHE GPPOINEMENE OF FOUR NEW BisHOPS BY HE Vatican. As iN 1998, +ENS oF HHousanps of Catholics
WERE GBLE 40 GHEND ON ONNVAL FESHVAL COMMEMORBHING HHE SANCHVERY oF HiE NotRe Dame of La Vana N Quana TRT PROVINCE. However, a+
Ledst seven MeEmBERS oF HHE (afHolic CoNGREQAEION oF HHE MotHER Co—REDEMPIRTY, BRRESIED N 1997, WERE BELTEVED 40 REMAIN N PRISON @S
OF Hlis WRTHING. IN NORHIERN SON La PROVINCE Police 1ave REPORFEDLY HARASSED EHINiC MiNORTHY HMong Catrotics iN Huna Hod viocese,
WHERE HIE GOVERNMEN} HAS REJECIED NOMINGHONS FOR @ BiSHOP. THE \TEINOMESE GOVERNMENT HAS FURNED DowN REQUESES BY (atHoLics For +lg
PoPe o visit Vietnam.

Fatier Cuan Tin, 8 RevemPiorist Priest N Ho Cui MinH Ci#Y, Has BEEN @ LoNG—HIME cRFiC oF HE REQTME. HE 1WaS HELD UNDER HoUsE
aRrREst BEFWEEN 1990 anp 1993. IN 1998 wHiLE fRavELLING fo aHenp e FunerdL of @ Communist ParEY VEIERON wHo HABP cALLEp FoR
pEMocRatTTatioN, Fatier CHaN TiN aNp FoRMER CafHoLic PRiESE NGWEN NGOC LN WERE TNJVRED iN @ MOtORCYCLE GCCTDENt WHEN ANOHHER
MotoreyeList kickep e FRoNF oF HIETR MotoReYCLE, THiS 0CCURRED iN HHE PRESENCE OF SEVERAL POLICE OFFICERS, NONE OF wHom took 8Ny
dction, But T REMAINS UNCLEAR wWHEHHER HHis was aN aHtemP4 4o kiLL or iNtiMivate fHE fwo PRiESES O0R STMPLY ON dcciveNt.

IN SEP4EMBER 1999 MEMBERS OF FOUR OF HHE MATN RELTGTONS N VIEFNOM TSSUED N UNPRECEDENTED SHAEMENT CALLING FoR HIE REPEQL
OF HIE NEw RELIGION DECREE, DESCRIBED GBOVE, GNP DEMANDING RELIGTOUS FREEDOM OND FHE SEPARAFON OF CHURCH anD state. THe LEHER wificH
was sent 4o (PV oFFiciaLs, was SiGNep 8y THicH Quana Do of Hie UBCY, Catnolic Priest Clan Tin, (o Dai PRiEsH TRAN Quana CHav, anp Hod
Hao Leaver Le Quanc Liem.” Afterwards, Le Quang Liem was questioned several times by Ho Chi Minh City Public Security
Police about signing the joint appeal and his house was placed under surveillance. Police also summoned Thich Quang
Do for questioning several times during the month of September.

IV. RESTRICTIONS ON FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
THe VIEINOMESE PRESS 7S No LONGER HHE “MONOLTHHIC PROPAGANDE MACHINE” 7+ ONCE WS, NP DOZENS OF LIVELY NEw PUBLICAHONS

HAvE SPRUNG UP iN RECEN} YEORS.® Most oF +HE NEw PUBLICAHIONS, HOWEVER, Focus ON SPORES, ENFERFAINMENT, OR SENSAHIONGL NEwS FROM
PoLice BLoHERS, AND PROVIDE LIHLE chgck oN HIE GovERNMENY. THE MEDTA CONFINVES +o REMAIN UNDER SHRTCH GOVERNMENE CoNHRoL aL+HOVGH

%6 Reuters, “Vietnam Police Bust Hanoi Bible Meet, Detain 20,” May 14, 1999. Reuters, “Prominent Vietnam Pastor Released
from Detention,” June 4, 1999.

" Dean Yates, “Vietnam Christians decry police raids, harassment,” Reuters, October 28, 1999.

1999 Vietnam Country Report on Human Rights Practices, released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and
Labor, U.S. Department of State, February 25, 2000.

¥ Deutsche Press-Agentur, “Vietnam’s Major Religions Make Unprecedented Joint Freedom Appeal,” September 27, 1999.

0 “Journalism in Vietnam,” unpublished conference paper by Robert Templer, April 29, 1998.
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JOVRNGLIsES GRE @BLE 0CcasioNaLLY +o REPORF ON CORRUPHION BY GOVERNMENT OFFiciaLs. DiRect criticism oF +HE PaARFY, HOWEVER, is CLEARLY
FORBIDDEN.,

WiHH HiE PoLiticaL content of state mepia HaHILY REGULAHED, DISSTDENES OND CRIHCS OF FHE GOVERNMEN HAVE FEw GVENVES OF
EYPRESSTON. THE 1993 PUBLTSHING Law DOES Not PERMIF PRIVAIE OWNERSHIP OF MEDIA OR PUBLTSHING HOUSES. INSTE@D GLL PUBLISHING OPERAHIONS
Must BELONG EifHER fo state aqencies or o oFFicially sanchionep socidl or Political organizations.” None of HHE crikicism of HHE
GOVERNMENT BY DSSTDENES, SENfOR PaRFY LEADERS, 0R REFHRED OFFICERS s PUBLISHED IN HHE State MEDTA. IN GpDHION, PRESS COVERAGE oF Hot
SPots suel as THaT BinH ane DoNG Nai, STHHES oF PEASANt DEMONSHRAHONS OVER HHE LasH COUPLE OF YEBRS, was BLACKED ot FOR MORE HHAN
FOVR MONFHS IN 1997 @ccess 4o HHosE AREAS HAS BEEN SHRICILY CONFROLLED SINCE FHEN.

Passev 8y fe NationaL AssemBly iN Juy 1993, HE PuBLiSHING Law avtHorizES PRE—PUBLICAFION CENSORSHIP “iN NECESSARY
ciRewmsHANCES DECTDED BY HHE PRIME MiNTSHER”™ anD BANS HHE FoLLowing:

. MateriaL petriMENtAL fo HiE SociaList RepugLic of \ietnaMm or fHE WY oF §is ENEIRE PEOPLE;

° MateRiAL INCTHING VIOLENCE OR wWBR OR BGGRESSTON, FOMENFING HOFRED AMONG NOHIONALTHES, GNP PEOPLES OF VARToUS NGHONS,
PROPOGAHING REACHONGRY CONCEPES NP CULFVRE, DISSEMINGFING PEGENERGIE OR DECADENT LIFESHLE; PROMOFING CRIME, SoCial vicE
aNp SUPERSHHION: GNP DAMAGTING Goob VIEFNGMESE MORALS aND customs;

° MateriaL RevEQLING POREY, state, MILHORY, NFiONAL SECURTHY, ECONOMIC AND FORETGN BFFATRS SECRELS) SECREFS iNVOLVING HHE
PERSONAL LIVES oF CiHiZENS; OND oHHER SECREFS sHiPuLaten By Laws

° MateriaL pistorEING HistoRY, RESECHING REVOLUFIONGRY AcHiEVEMENES, DISCREDIHING GREGT VIEINOMESE MEN GND NAHiONAL HEROES, OR
SLANPERING GNP PAMAGING fHE PRESHGE oF ORGANTZAFIONS OR HIE DIGNTHY oF citizens.”

(Rities suey as Hoana Mind CUINH HBVE BEEN CHARGED UNDER ARITcLe 92 oF HHE (RIMINGL (obE witl PROPAGAHING “aN4i—sociaList
PROPAGANDA."  WHEN HHE JOVRNAL PUBLiSHED BY NGUYEN Ho’s CLug oF Former Resistance Fiuters criticizes fie Pardy iN 1999, EsPeciaLLy ifs
fredtMENt OF WAR VEFERANS, HHE GOVERNMENE PROMPALY SHUt DowN BotH HHE PuBLication anv HHE 8ssociafioN. IN @ SIERN REMINDER 4o
JOURNALISHS Not 40 EYCEED state—MPOSED LiMits, CoMMUNTSH PaREY MEMBER NGWEN HoaNG LiNH, wHo HAb REPORIED ON HiGH—LEVEL CORRUPHON

1 1993 Publishing Law, Article 9. The 1993 law is discussed in Human Rights Watch, “Human Rights in a Season of
Transition: Law and Dissent in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,” 4 Human Rights Watch Report, vol. 7,no. 12, August 1995,

p.S.

*21993 Publishing Law, Article 2.
331993 Publishing Law, Article 22; BBC, Summary of World Broadcasts, FE/1761 B/6, August 7, 1993. Zachary Abuza,
“The Vietnamese Press Under General Secretaries Do Muoi and Le Kha Phieu,” draft chapter, unpublished manuscript on file at

Human Rights Watch.

** Human Rights Watch, “Human Rights in a Season of Transition,” p.9; Abuza, “The Vietnamese Press,” draft chapter.
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wiHHIN FHE GENERAL DEPARIMENE oF Cusfoms, was DiSMiSSED as Ebifor oF Dudv NGHEP (EN#ERPR?SE) NEWSPAPER N 1997. MMEDTAIELY aF+ER
NGUWEN's aRRESYE, HHE PoLitBuwRo fssuep @ pirective oN OctoBER 23, 1997 ORDERING HHE PRESS +0 GPHERE fo HHE PARIY LINE GNP wWARNING ALL
otHERS Not 4o “Revedl stafe secrets.” IN 1999, NGWEN was #RIED anD FOUND GUILEY For “Haking apvantdce of pemocracy fo pamace +He
state” anp sentENCED fo HiME SERVED oF @ LiHLE MORE FHAON ONE YEBR.

Requests By pissivents fo PuBLisH JOVRNALS HAVE EFfHER BEEN REJECHED OR TGNORED. IN JULY 1999 HHE MiNis#RY ofF CULHWRE anp
INFoRMA¥iON RESECHED @ REQUESH BY TRAN Do +o PLBLiSH @ NEwsPAPER  (APPENDTY 1 ConFains @ HRANSLAFION OF TRAN Do’S LENGHHY, CAREFULLY
articuater ReqUESE ForR @ PERMIY, @S WELL 8s @ #RANSLAHION oF HHE GOVERNMENE'S LEHER oF DzN?aL). As oF HHis WwRHING HHE GoVERNMENS
Hap Not RESPONDED fo aN APPLicAtON +o PUBLiSH @ JoVRNAL MBPE Y THicH QUan Do iN SEPIEMEER 1999,

THE ROLE OF HHE MEDTA, 8BS OVILINED BY HHE OFFiCTaL arMY aTLY, HaNo7 Quan Doi NHAN Daw, is 4o comBat “Reactiondry Forees.” N @
Janvary 1999 articLe, fie PAPER BssErtep Hlah:

At $e NationaL Level, HHe PReSS NEEDS +0 BE quick OND SHARP iN COUNFERING MaLicious GRGUMENES aND MiSTNFORMAHION
agout e SHVAHON TN \TEINGM PRODUCED 8Y HosHLE Foregs. THE PRESS SHOULD AcHveELY PaRFCIPAtE SN BREAKING VP anp
CRHCTZING REACHONGRY OND COUNFER—REVOLUEONBRY VIEWPOINES OF BAD, REACHONERY, OND 0PPORFUNISEIC ELEMENES BotY at
HoME aND @BROGD.

IN May 1999 +He NationaL AsSEmBLY PASSED 8 NEw PRESS Law wHicH Makes HiE MiNiSIRY of CULARE AND INFORMBHFION RESPONSTBLE FOR
ALl mEDTA oufLets anp HHE INFERNEL” THE NEw LOw, wiicl GPPLIES ONLY fo VIEINOMESE PRESS GND Not FORETGN MEDI oULELS, REQUIRES
JOWRNALiSES fo PAY coMPENSAHION oR PuBLisH ReFRACHONS fo iNDiviDUALs HARMED BY HHETR REPORES., Re+RACHONS GRE REQUIRED Not ONLY FOR
INGCCWRAHE SHORIES, BUF FOR wWRIHINGS wiicH “vioLat[e] HHE HoNOVR oF aNY ORGANTZOFON OR HHE DIGNTEY oF any inpiviovaL,””  Tie vague
LANGVAGE oF HHE LBw, wHicH FaiLs fo DEFINE CLEBRLY wHat is aNp s Not PRoHiBiED, s LiKELY o LEAD EDTHORS 0 ERR ON HHE STDE OF caution.
CouPLed Wit HE 1998 convickion oF EpHoR NGWEN HoaNg LiN, DESCRiBED 8BovE, s MEBSURE LIKELY will INCREBSE FURHIER HE GLREADY
STGNIFiCONt PEGREE OF PRESS SELF—CENSORSHIP, LEADING HHE MEDTA +0 BAck dwdy FRoM REPOREING ON CORRUPHON OR OFHER SCANDALS TNVOLVING
OFFicioLs.

SURPRISINGLY, BSPECHS oF HHE NEW Law EVEN DREW CRIFTCiSM INTHALLY FRoM CERFAIN VTEINAMESE SHAtE MEDTA. THUS, WHILE ENPORSING
He NotioN HHat SoME TSSUES SHOWLD BE CONSIPERED OFF LiMitS FOR PRESS COVERAGE, 8+ LEAS ONE NEWSPAPER SOT> PEOPLE QUESHIONED wHY
REPORIERS CoWp BE SAONCHONED FOR REPORFING HHAt wds FactuL anp accwrafe, PHAN QUana, PRESTENt oF HHE ViEdNaM JournaLists’
ASSOCTa¥ioN, BN OFFICTAL BobY, wis QUote in 7o 7RE (Y ouh) NEWSPAPER S FELLING LEGTSLAtORS: “JoURNALISHS CONNOF CoMMIE CRIMES WHEN
HIETR REPORFING iS CORRECH..THEY ONLY BEAR RESPONSTBILIY FOR REPORFING INFORMAETON wHicH is Not PERMiSSTBLE $0 REPORE, aND iN HiiiS casE,

3% Khanh Toan, “Interview with Senior Lt. Gen. Pham Van Tra, Vietnamese minister of National Defense,” Hanoi Quan Doi
Nhan Dan, January 11, 1999, reprinted in FBIS-EAS-99-029.

¢ BBC Worldwide Monitoring, translation of amendments to Press Law, passed by the 10th National Assembly's Fifth
Session in Hanoi, June 12th, 1999, as published in Vietnamese in Nhan Dan, July 6, 1999; VNA, “National Assembly Passes
Amended Press Law,” May 19, 1999; Reuters, “Vietnam tightens state controls over local media,” May 20, 1999; Associated Press,
“Stricter Laws for Vietnamese Media,” May 21, 1999.

7 BBC Worldwide Monitoring, translation of amendments to Press Law, article 9.

Human Rights Watch 17 May 2000, Vol. 12, No. 1, (C)



HEY BRE ONLY RESPONSTBLE FOoR Not GBTDING BY HHETR SUPERIORS.” /o7 /RE dLso QUotED LEGTSLAtOR PHAN THT TIEN 8S QUESHONING HHE PRoviSiON:
“WiLL MEDTA ORGANTZAEIONS HAVE +0 PAY COMPENSAHION FOR LOSSES FOR HIETR SHORTES ON 8 COMPANY PRODUCING BAP—QUALTEY QoobS BECAUSE OF @
Boycott By BUYERST

However iN anotHER BRFicLE, \iEINGM JouRNALiSHs' Association PRESTOENE QUANG GPPEARED 40 HAVE CHANGED HiS PoSiHioN, FiRMLY
BACKING HHE PROVISIONS OF HHE NEw Law. IN @ LONG 8RITCLE TNFERPREFING OND LAVDING HHE NEw Law IN /8P (if (ONG' Sav, hiE Hgoretical
JOURNAL OF HHg PaRIY cEntRAL commitiee, PHAN QUANG INSHRUCHED REPORFIERS 40 PUBLISH HHIE CONCLUSTONS OF COMPESENE SHate GGENCIES EVEN
iF HHEY D> Not AGREE witH Suel CoNCLUSTONS:

3% Associated Press, “Stricter Laws for Vietnamese Media,” May 21, 1999.
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Tie revision ano avenpvent [oF Hg PRess Law] was also 8iMED 8+ VPHOLDING HIE SoCTal RESPONSTEILTEY AND 0BLIGAHONS
OF PRESS ORGONS AN JOWRNGOLiSTS, DEFERMINING fHE AUHHORTHY ONb 0BLIGAHIONS OF PRESS MONAGEMENF AGENCIES,
COMPLEMENEING GNP SHRENGHHENING HHE state MANAGEMENT oF HE PRESS, OND CLEARLY DEFINING HHE RESPONSTBILIHY oF aLL
Sociedy For HIE DEVELOPMENE oF HHE PRESS IN HHE SHAGE oF NaHioNAL INDUSTRIALIZAFTON GNP MODERNTZAHON.. THE
OVERRDING REQUIREMENT 7S 4Hat 9FFER BEING REVISED aND AMENDED, HHE CURRENY PRESS Law SHLL Has 4o iNstitutionaLlize
He viewPoint Hijat fLE PRESS s PLACED UNDER HHE PaREY LEADERSHIP anp HiiE stafe MANAGeEMENt anp oPERAIES N StRjct
ACCoRPANCE wWitH HHE Law.

INFERNEF Bccess TS HGHELY CONFROLLED FoR VIEINGM'S GPPROYIMA4ELY 30,000 SUBSCRIBERS. WHILE HHERE GRE FOUR AcHIVE INFERNES
PROVIDERS N VFEINGM, FHE GOVERNMENT MATNFATNS CONFROL OVER VTEFNGM'S ONLY INFERNEY BccESS PROVIDER, ViEdNGM Data Communications (vpe).
VDC §s avtHorizED +0 MONTHOR SUBSCRIBERS' AccEss fo sHES anp fo USE “FirewdlLs” 4o BLock connEctions +o SHES OPERAIED BY ViEINAMESE
GROVPS 8BRoGV HHa+ GRE cRFicaL oF HIE GoveRnMENE. IN APRIL 1999 Ho CHi Mind Ci4Y Police cHaRGED HHat HHE INFERNEF was BEING UsED 4o
Ledk state secrefs @S weELL 85 fo MPORY REACHONGRY MAHERTALS FRoM “HosHLE ForcES” oveRseds. THE Police Requester fHat Hie Local
PEOPLE'S CoMMIHEE BE QIVEN FULL CONIROL ovER HIE INFERNEL© ALHouaH NGWEN DaN QUE was 88BLE +o oPEN N INFERNEF Bccount aFFER His
RELEGSE FROM PRISON, T+ was SUSPENDED IN MaY 1999 aF4ER IE fssuep @ crifical statement gy E—maiL. IN JANVARY 2000 Hig ForefaN MinistrY
stafep fHat aLL iNFoRMA$ION RELAYED HHROVGH +HE INFERNE+ iN VIEENAM MUust comPLY witl NaHONAL SECURTHY PRoVISTONS N HHE PRESS aNp
PuBLICaHON Laws, wHicH BAN iNFORMBETON ATMED 8t “saBotaqing fHE \TEFNAMESE GOVERNMENT” aND HORMING NHTONGL SECURTHY, NafionaL UNiHY,
NGHONGL DEFENSE, OR FORETGN RELGHTONS. ALSO BANNED FRoM INFERNE+ 4RAFFiC SN \TEINGM, dccorping +o He ForeioN MiNTsHRY, s any
INFORMBEION DOMAGTING to FHE REPUIALIONS OF ORGONTZOFIONS OR CHTZENS.Y

THE FOREIGN PRESS OND Contacks BEMWEEN Locdl JOVRNALISTS aND TNFERNAHONOL MEDIQ REPRESENIAHVES OLS0 COME UNDER
GOVERNMENFAL SCRUEINY GNP CoNFRoLS. A GOVERNMENS DIRECHVE ApoP4ED N SEPIEMBER 1997 REQUIRES VIEINOMESE JoVRNALists 4o oBtaiN
APPROvAL FRoM HE MiNTSHRY oF CULFVRE AND INFORMAHON BEFORE PASSING NY INFORMAFION 0 FORETGN REPORIERS. THE MiNisHRY oF CULHWRE Has
aLso ResHRTCIED DoMESHIC MEDTA COVERAGE OF RURAL UNRESH OND HHE BANKING SYstEM OND Has INSHRUCHED NEws EDTHORS 0 FONE PowN CRiFicaL
ECONOMIC COVERAGE. FOREIGN JOVRNALISES BASED N \TEFNGM HAVE RECEIVED SFRONG WARNINGS FROM GOVERNMENE OFFfCials oR Hab DiFFicuLty
RENEWING HIETR Visas FHER FoCUSING +00 MUCH COVERAGE ON HHE DISSTRENES, FOR EYAMPLE, BY SEEKING +o contact anp iNFERVIEW TRAN Do. ON
Decemeer 2, 1999, Pram Tre Hung, @ Frencl JournaList working For Rapio France INternationaL (RFI), was EYPELLED FRoM \fEINGM aFFER
MEEFING Wit MEMBERS oF Hanoi's CatHolic CoMMUNTEY WHOSE NBMES WERE Not ON @ List oF INFERVIEWEES HE HAP suemittep ds Part of His
JOVRNGLTSH visa REQUESE.® ON APRIL 13, 8 REPORFER FOR L'EYPRESS, wHo was Not woRKING ON @ PRESS visd, was DEFAINED aND INFERROGAHED iN
Ho Cui MiNH City aFfer IRYING $0 contact DiSSTDENES FOR SNFERVIEWS.

% Phan Quang, “Another Step Forward in Perfecting the Legal Corridor of the Press,” Hanoi Tap Chi Cong San, No. 12, June
1999, reprinted in FBIS-EAS-1999-0730.

40 Associated Press, “Internet must be controlled, advise police,” April 8, 1999.

1 Vietnam News Agency, “Internet’s Viet Nam Input, Output Must Comply with Local Law, Stresses Spokesperson,” January
20, 2000.

* Agence France Presse, “Vietnam says journalist was working ‘beyond his profession’”, January 6, 2000. Also see Reporters
Sans Frontiers Press Freedom Alert, “Vietnam: RFI journalist told to leave the country,” December 28, 1999.
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VIEINGMESE LiSHENERS HAVE GccEsS fo Most INFERNGHTONGL RabTo stations, BuF HE GOvERNMENS Jams dccess fo Ravio Free Asia.
Foreian PUBLicatioNs BRE 0CCASTONGLLY CENSORED: FOR EYAMPLE, DURING HIE visit oF .S. DeFense SECReFaRY WiLLiam ColeN fo ViERNGM N
MareH 2000, GOVERNMEN} CENSORS BLACKED oVt SECHIONS OF @ WALL SHREEF JoVRNGL EDTHORTAL 880U His visH.“ WHILE FORETGN LANGUAGE
NEWSPAPERS OND MAGAZINES CON BE PURCHASED N HE MAJOR citiEs, iN DECEMBER 1999 N INFERNGL Cusfoms DEPARIMENT BULLELIN GNNOUNCED @
CRACKDPOWN ON TLLEGALLY SMPORIED FOREIGN PUBLICAHONS BECAUSE oF HHETR “Poisonous” content (MAGAZINES GNP NEWSPAPERS GRRIVE N
ViEINOM ON INFERNGFTONBL BTRLINE FLIGHES aND fHEN GRE RESOLD N Local BooksHoRES aND Nzwss’raNDs). SINGLED ouf FoR CoNFiscation as
PARHCULARLY “No¥ious” wERE HIE SoUA CHiNG MoRNING Post, YE ASTan WALL SHREEF JoVRNAL, SINGAPORE’'S SHRAMFS imEs, anv THATLAND'S
NBFoNs

THese RestRICHONS oF HiE MEDTA vioLate ARFICLE 69 oF HiE \TEINAMESE ConsHHVEON, wilicy states at “citizens are entitlen 4o
FREEDOM OF SPEECH GND FREEDOM OF HHE PRESS,” @S wELL 8s ARticLe 19 of HHE ICCPR, $o wiiel VietNam s @ state Pardy.

V. ARBITRARY DETENTION OF DISSIDENTS

ARBHRARY DEFENFION UNDER HHE 1997 AbMminisirative Detention DECree 31/CP is aNoHHER MEBNS VSED BY HHE GoveERNMENT o fsoLafe
N SiLence crifics, Arficle 2 oF HiE veEcree states ffat “@oministrative petention aPPLiES o HHOSE INDIVIDVALS CONSTDERED fo HAVE
VioLaHED HIE Laws, INFRINGING ON HHE NBHONAL SECURIY, s PEFINED TN CHAPHER T oF HHE CRIMINAL Cobg, Bt [iwHose vioLation] is Not serfous
ENOVGH $0 BE PROSECUHED CRIMINALLY.” THE VAGUELY—WORDED DECREE FORMALLY LEGTEMIZES HHE DEFENFON witHovt $RTAL FoR UP 40 +wo YEBRS OF
ONYONE VOICING PoLiHeal pisSENt. STNCE DEFIINEES GRE Not BROVGHE +o #RTAL, FHEY HAVE No OPPORFUNIHY FOR LEGAL DEFENSE. Wit INFORMAHTON
PROVIDED BY Local PUBLiC SECWRTHY oFFiciaLs, pistrict LEveL PegPLE’S CommiHEE caTRMEN GRE AUHHORTZED f0 OPEN FILES ON PEOPLE HHEY HHiNk
SHOWLD BE PLACED UNDER GpMINiSHRAHIVE DEFENFTON. THE CcHATRMAN OF HHE PROVINCTAL PEOPLE’S ComMMiHEE DECIDES wWHEHER DEFAINEES GRE o BE
HELD UNDER SVRVETLLANCE ¥ HHETR PLACE OF RESIDENCE OR N ON OLYERNGHIVE DEFENFTON FOCiLTHY.

GoveRNMENE cRitiCS wwHo HAVE BEEN PLACED UNDER HoUSE GRRESE anp MAbE o LivE SN NEAR fofdl fsoLatioN UNDER Apministrative
Dedention DecRee 51/CP INCLWE Poet BUi MinH Quoc anp wRiER Tiev Dao Bao (v, wHo WERE Bot DEFIINED IN HETR Homes in DaLat (see
Section I, ABovE.) WHILE HHETR oMiINTSIRAHVE DEFENFON was OFFiciaLLy LiFtes N OctoBEr 1999, HHEY CONFINE o LIVE UNDER HEGWY
SURVESTLLANCE.

IN avopition +o fe Apministrative DefentioN DECReE, also PotendiaLLyY worRiSOME is DECREE 9/ND—CP, wHicH auiHorizes HiE
ESHABLISHMENE OF PROVISTONAL custopy anp PRE—HRTAL DEFENFION CENTERS BROUND HHE CoUNIRY. STONED BY PRiME Minister Puan van Kuai iN

#1999 Vietnam Country Report on Human Rights Practices, Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and
Labor, U.S. Department of State, February 25, 2000.

* The editorial stated that “Hanoi is currently engaged in a Stalinesque clamp down” on corruption and wrote that the
Vietnamese Communist Party is “still at war with itself over whether to further open the Vietnamese economy.” Government
censors blacked out the words “Stalinesque” and “still at war with itself.” Robert Burns, “The Past is Revisited in Vietnam,”
Associated Press, March 15, 2000.

* Huw Watkin, “Customs clamp on foreign publications,” South China Morning Post, December 10, 1999.
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NovEMBER 1999, His DECREE dLLows PoLice UNifs FRom HIE pistRict LEVEL UPLERD, aNp MILTHARY UNis @t HHE PRoviNCial, MUNTCiPAL, anp
REGTONAL LEVELS, Y0 OPERAIE HHETR OWN $EMPORARY DEFENFION CENIERS OND 0 GRRESE GNP HoLb PEOPLE UNDER PRoViSTONOL custopy oR
PRE—RTAL DEFENFTON. PuBLicLy avaiLasBLE INFORMAtION 8BovE HHE DECREE DOES Not iINDICA4E wWHAE KINDS OF CRIMES could PRoMPE DEfENEION
UNDER DECREE 39/ND—CP, NoR How PEFENETON PERIODS will BE DEFERMINED.®

\I. CONCLUSION

IN e FWENEY—FIVE YEARS SINCE HE REWIFICatioN oF HHE coNIRY, \iENAM Has +akeN stePs fo curidiL soME HWMAN RiGHES
VioLa4ioNs anp Has TMPLEMENIED Social anD ECoNomic REFORMS. OVER HHE YEBRS, $HoUsANDS oF RE—EDUCAtiON caMP INmAfES anp PoLitical
PRISONERS HAVE BEEN RELEGSED, HHE COUNTRY HAs BECOME @ sHtE PaRHY fo e INFErNAEToNAL Covenant oN Civil anp Polifical Riguts, ano HE
GOVERNMEN} Has PERMIHED visits BY UN. DELEGAToNS RESEBRCHING BRETHRARY DEFENFION OND ReLigious Freevom. While there is little doubt
that foreign pressure on human rights has factored into some of the decisions on how to treat well-known political and
religious dissidents, the government has been anxious to resist the impression that it has been influenced by such forces.
This concern, born of national pride and anxiety over political control, has sometimes overridden a realistic appraisal of
the cost of suppression of free speech and association to the country, in terms of its international standing, popular
support within Vietnam, and the country’s ongoing economic and social development.

* Cong An Thanh Pho Ho Chi Minh (Ho Chi Minh City Police Review), Number 689, November 10, 1999.
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CoNSEQUENTLY, HHE VTEINAMESE GOVERNMENE OFYEN REdcts NEGAHIVELY 4o cHarGES HHat T+ vioLates HUMAN RiGHES oR contiNves +o
Holp PoLitical PRISONERS. IN 1999, FoR EYAMPLE, HHE GOVERNMENT DENOUNCED HHE FiNDiNGS oF UN. SPECiaL RaPPor{EVR ABveLFaffal Amor,
WHOSE REPORE Hap cRIHTCTED ViEINAM'S FREGIMENT OF CERIGIN RELIGTOUS QROVPS,” anp N MaReH 1999 HHE auboriHiES Sa7> HHat iNpivipuals oR
ORGONTZAFIONS WHo WiSHED 4o visTt ViEdNAM fo conpuct HuMaN RiGHES oR RELiGToUS Activities wERE Not wELCOME.” IN August 1999 a+ fe
cLosiNG ofF HHE Central Commitiee PLENWM, PaREY CENERAL Secretary Le Kua Pufev staten:

OWwR PEOPLE wWON't llow ONY PoLitical PoweER SHARING witH aNY ofHER Forces. ANY TEds fo Promote ‘@Bsoluie
PEMOCRACY,” 40 PUb HUMAN RiGHES @BOVE SOVERETGNEY, 0R SUPPORE MULEi—PARIY oR PoLifical PLURALISM..ARE LiES aND
cHedtiNg.o

Par$y LEADERS CONFINVE +0 Focus oN HHEMES OF DEFENDING Socidlism anp aHacking “HosHLE Forees,” RatHER HHAN PEALING with
SERTOUS PROBLEMS OF CORRUPHON OND @ LAck oF RANSPARENE aND dccountasle GoveERNANCE., At HE Last Party PLENUM iN NovEMmBER 1999, LE
Kua Priev statev: “THe FWeNHEH CENFIRY was HHE CENFURY OF FIGHFING FOR TNDEPENDENCE GNP MOVING FoWaRDS Socidlism. THE FWeNtY—First
CENFWRY wiLL BE FOR FiRMLY DEFENDING NGHIONGL TNDEPENDENCE OND SHAIE SOVEREIGNEY GNP BUILDING, CONSOLIDOHING GND PERFECHING
sociaLisum.”

SiNCe 1997, vissatisFaction iN HHE PROVINCES witH GROFE ano Poveryy Has ERVPIED N INCIDENES OF RUWRAL UNRESE anp
PEMONSFRAFIONS, RESWLHING TN DISMiSSAL OF DOZENS OF LOowER—LEVEL PRoviNCidL oFFicials. [+ aLso HAs #RIGGERED GREGFER GOVERNMENHAL
CoNFROLS ON DiSSENE aND HHE MEDTA. APDRESSING ENDEMIC CORRUPHION AND BLLOWING GREGHER FREEDOMS N SOCTERY GRE iNFRINSTCALLY LiNkeD +o
HE ECoNoMic REFORMS NEEDED {0 RATSE HHE SEANPARD OF LIVING OF \iEINGM'S LARGELY RURAL PoPULAfioN.

WHILE $HE Par¥Y Has +aken some stePs o fackle GRAFF ovER HHE Last YEAR GNP DiSMTSSED SEVERAL HIGH—LEVEL GOVERNMEN}
OFFiciaLs, MANY oF HE PEGPLE PURGED GPPEAR f0 BE GLLTED with HHOSE Bpvocdiing ECoNoMic LiBERALIZATION. THiS LEQVES CONSERVAHIVE MEMBERS
OF HHe RULING Par+Y, aNe HHE PRoFECIED SHRHE—OWNED ENFERPRISES FROM wHiCH FHEY BENEFTH, LARGELY N CONFROL. SucH PURGES will Not Have
8 WiDESPREAD TMPACE UNFIL VTEENAM GRAPPLES with HIE Roots oF HIE CORRUPHON PROBLEM, INCLUDING Low GOVERNMENE SOLORTES, EYECUHvE
CoNFROL OVER HHE JWiCTaRY, LAck oF +RANSPARENCY oF GOVERNMENIAL dctions, aNb HHE INGBILTEY oF aNY SECHoR oF sociedy, Par$icULarRLY HE
MEDTA, +o CHALLENGE +HE Par#Y.

GOVERNMENE REPRESSTON OF DISSENS AND ORGANTZAHTONGL TNDEPENDENCE, WHILE +ARGEED 84 @ RELAFTVELY SMALL NUMBER oF PROMINENY
iNnJELLECHALS, RELIGToVS LEGDERS, BND 8ssocidfions SERvES 8s @ cLedR beterrent fo otHERS HHINKING oF sPedking out. Restrickions of
FREEDOM OF GSSEMBLY, EYPRESSTON, OND association Make i piFFicULE For ciHizeEns HHRoVGHOVH VIENGM f0 RATSE CONCERNS OR FOR DisContent
{0 receive mMore fHAN foken atHention From PuBlic oFFicials.

DesPHe sPoravic Pedsant Protests iN HHE COUNIRYSTDE OR TN FRONF oF HHE NationaL AssemBLy, most PEQPLE sHLL cannot sareLy
SPedk. HIETR MINDS N \TEENGM ON MBHERS PERCEIVED BY HIE AutlorHiES ds @ +HReat +o e state. As TRaN Do statep iN His Letter +o hig

47 paul Alexander, “Vietnam rejects U.N. Report,” Associated Press, March 18, 1999.
* Agence France Presse, “Vietnam regime hardens stance on human rights,” March 21, 1999.
* Reuters, August 30, 1999.

% Nhan Dan (The People) Daily, November 12, 1999.
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GOVERNMENF REQUESEING PERMISSTON f0 OPEN @ PRIVAIE NEWSPAPER, “PEGPLE with TpEAS po Not want o sPedk, po Not vaRe 4o sPedk, po Not
kNow WHERE 40 SPEdK. THEY HoLb HHETR STLENCE TN GGONY.”
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Appendix A: Partial List of Political Prisoners in Vietnam, April 29, 2000

Because of lack of access to Vietnam’s prisons by independent monitors, it is not possible to provide a comprehensive
listing of all individuals currently imprisoned or detained in Vietnam for peaceful expression of their political or
religious beliefs. The following listing provides a sampling of representative cases derived from investigations by
Human Rights Watch and from secondary sources that provided sufficient information to indicate a high probability
that the persons have been imprisoned for their religious or political beliefs. This listing should not be considered to be
exhaustive. Human Rights Watch has received many more names of possible political prisoners in Vietnam from family
members of detainees, international organizations, and governments that have not been presented here because
available information is too scarce to confirm the accounts.

BUDDHISTS

Thich Huyen Quang

Born 1917. Supreme Patriarch of the Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam (UBCV), which is not recognized by the
government. He was first arrested in April 1977 and then again in 1982 for his work with the UBCV. In December
1994 he was arrested again on charges of organizing an UBCV flood relief operation in the Mekong Delta. Suffers from
high blood pressure and a lung condition. Currently under pagoda arrest in Nghia Hanh district, Quang Ngai province.

Thich Thien Minh (secular name Huynh Van Ba)

Born 1954. Buddhist monk and member of the UBCV, he was arrested in 1979 and sentenced to life imprisonment on
charges of trying to overthrow the government. In 1986 he was sentenced to a second life sentence for attempted
escape. Currently detained in K2 disciplinary subcamp of Z30A prison camp, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai province. Declared
a victim of arbitrary detention by the U.N. Working Group on Arbitrary Detention in 1997. The U.N. Special
Rapporteur on Religious Intolerance visited him in October 1998 in Z30A prison camp.

Thich Hue Dang (secular name Nguyen Ngoc Dat)

Born 1943, Buddhist monk and UBCV member. On May 28 1992, he was sentenced to twenty years’ imprisonment for
writings about Buddhism and democratic reform. Suffering from diabetes. Reportedly detained in Z30A prison camp,
Xuan Loc, Dong Nai province; when the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Religious Intolerance tried to visit Thich Hue
Dang there in October 1998, he was told that he was not in the camp.

HOA HAO

Le Minh Triet (also known as Tu Triet)

Fifty-eight years old. His house was raided by police in December 1993 after he practiced Hoa Hao Buddhism in his
home and set up an altar there. After reporting the incident to a Japanese radio station and international human rights
organizations, security police arrested and detained him in Long Xuyen prison in An Giang province. He was later
reportedly charged with the crime of disrespect for national law and conspiracy with reactionary forces overseas. His
exact whereabouts now are unclear.

CA0DAI

Ms. Le Kim Bien

Fifty-one years old. Arrested in October 1998 after requesting a meeting with U.N. Special Rapporteur for Religious
Intolerance, Abdelfattah Amor during his October 1998 visit to Vietnam. She was one of the vice-chairs of the Cao Dai
religion in Kien Giang province. Currently serving a two-year sentence in Rach Gia, the provincial capital of Kien
Giang province.
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Pham Cong Hien (Thien Nhon)

Fifty years old. Arrested in October 1998 after requesting a meeting with U.N. Special Rapporteur for Religious
Intolerance, Abdelfattah Amor during his October 1998 visit to Vietnam. One of the vice-chairs of the Cao Dai religion
in Kien Giang province. Currently serving a two-year sentence in Rach Gia, the provincial capital of Kien Giang
province.

CATHOLICS

Father Nguyen Van De

Roman Catholic priest in Tien Giang province; reportedly a member of the Sacerdotal Maria Movement. He was
arrested in October 1987 with ten others and charged by the Ho Chi Minh City People’s Court with “spreading
counterrevolutionary propaganda through religious activities.” In August 1990 he was sentenced to ten years’
imprisonment. He is currently detained in A20 prison camp in Xuan Phuoc, Phu Yen province.

Father John Bosco Pham Minh Tri

Born 1941. Roman Catholic monk and member of the Congregation of the Mother Co-Redemptrix. Arrested on May
20, 1987 with about sixty other Catholic clergy and lay people for conducting trainings and distributing religious books
without government permission. On October 30, 1987 he was convicted, along with twenty-two others, of security
offenses, including “conducting propaganda to oppose the socialist regime and undermining the policy of unity and the
disruption of public security.” He was sentenced to twenty years’ imprisonment and is now suffering from mental
problems. Reportedly detained in Z30A prison camp, Ham Tan, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai province.

Brother Benedito Nguyen Viet Huan (Nguyen Thien Phung)

Born 1951. Member of the Catholic Congregation of the Mother Co-Redemptrix. Arrested on June 18, 1987 and
sentenced on October 30, 1987 to sixteen years’ imprisonment (some reports say twenty) for “conducting propaganda to
oppose the socialist regime and undermining the policy of unity and the disruption of public security.” In poor health.
Currently detained in Z30A prison camp, Ham Tan, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai province.

Brother John Euder Mai Duc Chuong, also known as Mai Huu Nghi

Born 1931. Member of the Congregation of the Mother Co-Redemptrix. Arrested on May 20, 1987 and sentenced on
October 30, 1987 to twenty years’ imprisonment (some reports say eighteen) for “conducting propaganda to oppose the
socialist regime and undermining the policy of unity and the disruption of public security.” Previously detained in K-3
prison camp, Long Khanh, Dong Nai Province; currently thought to be detained in Xuan Loc camp, Dong Nai
province.

Brother Michael Nguyen Van Thin, also known as Nguyen Minh Quan

Born 1952. Member of the Congregation of the Mother Co-Redemptrix. Arrested on May 20, 1987 and convicted of
“conducting propaganda to oppose the socialist regime and undermining the policy of unity and the disruption of public
security.” On October 30, 1987, he was sentenced to sixteen years’ imprisonment. Reportedly in poor health. Currently
detained in Z30A prison camp, Ham Tan, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai province.

Lau Si Phuc

Born 1968. Lay believer of the Congregation of the Mother Co-Redemptrix. Arrested on May 20, 1987 and sentenced
to eighteen years’ imprisonment on October 30, 1987 for “conducting propaganda to oppose the socialist regime and
undermining the policy of unity and the disruption of public security.” Reportedly detained in Z30A prison camp, Xuan
Loc, Dong Nai province.

Nguyen Van Dan
Born 1966. Lay believer of the Congregation of the Mother Co-Redemptrix. Arrested on May 20, 1987 and sentenced
to fourteen years’ imprisonment on October 30, 1987 for “conducting propaganda to oppose the socialist regime and
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undermining the policy of unity and the disruption of public security.” Reportedly detained in Z30A prison camp, Xuan
Loc, Dong Nai province.

Le Xuan Son

Born 1966. Lay believer of the Congregation of the Mother Co-Redemptrix. Arrested on June 18, 1987 and sentenced
to fourteen years’ imprisonment on October 30, 1987 for “conducting propaganda to oppose the socialist regime and
undermining the policy of unity and the disruption of public security.” Reportedly detained Z30A prison camp, Xuan
Loc, Dong Nai province.

PROTESTANT

Ms. Nguyen Thi Thuy
Arrested in October 1999 during a church meeting in her home in Phu Tho; sentenced on December 27, 1999 to one
year in prison for “interfering with an officer doing his duty.”

Dinh Troi (ethnic Hre)
Detained for unauthorized religious activities in Quang Nai province.

Vu Gian Thao (ethnic Hmong)

Arrested in July 1997 for unauthorized religious activities and “abusing freedom of religion” in Huoi Xua Hamlet,
Muong Lai District, Lai Chau Province. Sentenced to two years’ imprisonment and held in Dien Bien Phu prison in Lai
Chai province.

Sung Phai Dia (Hmong)
Imprisoned in Dien Bien Phu prison in Lai Chai province under the section of the Penal Code that prohibits “abusing
the freedom of religion.”

Vang Gia Chua (Hmong)
Arrested in late 1999 in Ha Giang province and imprisoned for unauthorized religious activities.

Sung Va Tung (Hmong)
Imprisoned in Dien Bien Phu prison in Lai Chai province for unauthorized religious activities.

Sung Seo Chinh (Hmong)
Imprisoned in Dien Bien Phu prison in Lai Chai province for unauthorized religious activities.

Sinh Phay Pao (Hmong)
Arrested in late 1999 in Ha Giang province and imprisoned for unauthorized religious activities.

Va Sinh Giay(Hmong)
Arrested in late 1999 in Ha Giang province and imprisoned for unauthorized religious activities.

Phang A Dong (Hmong)
Arrested in late 1999 and imprisoned in C-10 Prison in Dien Bien, Lai Chau province, for unauthorized religious
activities.

Vang Sua Giang (Hmong)
Arrested in late 1999 in Ha Giang province and imprisoned for unauthorized religious activities.

Lau Dung Xa (Hmong)
Currently imprisoned for unauthorized religious activities in C-10 Prison in Dien Bien, Lai Chau province.
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POLITICAL

Nguyen Dinh Huy (alias Ngo Tran Huan, Nguyen Viet Than, Viet Huy)

Born 1932. Founder in 1993 of the. He was arrested on November 17, 1993 and sentenced in April 1995 to fifteen
years’ imprisonment for allegedly “acting to overthrow the people’s government” for having produced political
manifestos and other documents. The movement’s stated aims were to promote peaceful political change and free
elections. In November 1993 the group attempted to organize an international conference in Ho Chi Minh City on
development and democracy. Since May 1996 he has been imprisoned in Z30A prison camp, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai
province. He is reportedly suffering from Parkinson’s Disease.

Nguyen Ngoc Tan (alias Pham Tu San, alias Pham Thai)

Born 1921. A founder and first vice-chair of the Movement to Unite the People and Build Democracy. Placed under
house arrest in November 1993, detained on February 11, 1994, and sentenced in August 1995 to eleven years’
imprisonment. Since May 1996 he has been imprisoned in Z30A prison camp, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai province.

Pham Tran Anh

Born 1945. A member of the Movement for a Free Vietnam, he was arrested on July 3, 1977 and charged with
“conspiring to overthrow the government.” In 1978 he was sentenced to life imprisonment, which was reduced to
twenty years’ in 1994. Reportedly in poor health, he is currently imprisoned in Z30A prison camp, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai
province.

Vo Van Pham

Born 1947. Arrested on July 6, 1991 for allegedly trying to overthrow the government and advocating the establishment
of a multi-party system. In July 1991 he was sentenced to twelve years imprisonment. Sentence later reduced by forty-
five months. Held in the public security prison, Nghia Ky village, Tu Nghia district.

Pham Hong To (Pham Hong Tho)

Born 1922. Arrested on June 6, 1991 and charged with trying to overthrow the government and meeting with others to
plan a multi-party system. In July 1991 he was sentenced to thirteen years imprisonment, a verdict upheld in May 1993,
and was held in the public security prison, Nghia Ky village, Tu Nghia district, Nghia Binh province. His current status
is unknown.

Le Van Tinh

Born 1941. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996, and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam with twenty-one other PAP members on December 5,
1996. Two PAP members were subsequently released; the others were tried in An Giang province on September §,
1999 for attempting to overthrow the government. Le Van Triet was sentenced to twenty years’ imprisonment.

Questions have been raised as to whether the PAP has been guided solely by peaceful advocacy. However, Human
Rights Watch has not discovered any evidence that the twenty-one PAP members arrested in 1996 were involved in
anything other than peaceful advocacy and organizing for democratic change in Vietnam.

Nguyen Tuan Nam (Nguyen Giang Bao, Lam Son)

Born 1938. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to eighteen years’
imprisonment (some reports say nineteen) in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to
overthrow the government. (See note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)
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Nguyen Van Trai

Born 1930. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to fifteen years’
imprisonment (some reports say fourteen) in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to
overthrow the government. (See note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Tran Cong Minh

Born 1945. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to twelve years’
imprisonment (some reports say thirteen) in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to
overthrow the government. (See note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Ms. Vuong Thi Vieng

Born 1950. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to nine years’
imprisonment (some reports say ten) in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow
the government. (See note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Ms. Nguyen Thi Viet Nhan

Born 1955. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to nine years’
imprisonment in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow the government. (See
note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Ms. Kim Hoa

Born 1948. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to eight years’
imprisonment in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow the government. (See
note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Le Dong Phuong

Born 1960. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to twelve years’
imprisonment (some reports say thirteen) in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to
overthrow the government. (See note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Phan Huu Tri (Dr. Nguyen Minh Tri)

Born 1948. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to eight years’
imprisonment in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow the government. (See
note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Nguyen Minh Chi

Born 1958. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to six years’
imprisonment in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow the government. (See
note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Thach Duoc
Born 1954. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to eight years’
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imprisonment in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow the government. (See
note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Nguyen Van Thoi

Born 1937. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to four years’
imprisonment in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow the government. (See
note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Dinh Van Lu (Nguyen Van Lu)

Born 1944. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to four years’
imprisonment (some reports say five) in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow
the government. (See note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Lam Kien

Born 1933. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to nine years’
imprisonment in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to overthrow the government. (See
note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Ly Nhat Thanh (Hung-Thanh Hoang Ly)

Born 1956. Member of the People’s Action Party (PAP), or Dang Nhan Dan Hanh Dong. Arrested in Thailand on
November 28, 1996 and deported from Cambodia to Vietnam on December 5, 1996. Sentenced to twelve years’
imprisonment (some reports say fourteen) in a trial in An Giang province on September 8, 1999 for attempting to
overthrow the government. (See note above, for Le Van Tinh, about the People’s Action Party.)

Doan Van Khanh

Sentenced on March 22, 1999 to one year’s imprisonment on charges of disseminating open letters, distorting the truth,
talking ill about the regime, and publicizing activities affecting social order and security. As of this writing, Human
Rights Watch was not able to confirm his release from prison.

Bui Duc Phu

Sentenced on March 22, 1999 to one year’s imprisonment on charges of disseminating open letters, distorting the truth,
talking ill about the regime, and publicizing activities affecting social order and security. As of this writing, Human
Rights Watch was not able to confirm his release from prison.

APPENDYY B: TRAN Do’s aPPLicatioN $o PUBLISH @ PRIVAJE NEWSPAPER OND HHE RESPONSE FRoM FHE MINTSHRY oF CULIVRE aND INFORMAHTON:

Human Rights Watch 29 May 2000, Vol. 12, No. 1, (C)



ResPectrully Sent fo: THe CULAWRE INFoRMAtiON MiNTsHER
ALso Respectruly Sent fo: THe PRIME MiNiSIER oF HIE (OVERNMENT

[, ¢i72EN TRAN Do, wolld Like +o PRESEN HHE FOLLOWING MAHER FOR YOUR CONSTDER@HON:

1. | HAVE READ CAREFULLY 0VR COWNERY'S 1992 ConsHHUEioN anp HHE PReESS Laws Passep 8Y HHE VIl TERM ofF HHE NatfonaL AssemeLy iN 1999, |
Founp AR¥icLe 69 oF HE ConsHitution, wHicH stafep as Follows:

“CitizEns Have HiE FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION, FREEDOM oF fHE PRESS, anv HHE RigHt +o gE

INFORMED ...”

[+ s very Noticeasle Huat Hig Ar¥icLe cLegrly states "Freepom oF Hig Press'.

Section ONE oF fHE PRESS Laws PRoVIDES:

“ArticLe 1: THE ROLE b FUNCHON oF HHE PRESSS

THe Press iN HHE Socialist RepugLic oF \ietnam (SRY) s HHE MEANS FoR wass communication, Essential For social LiFe. [It] is Hue
MOVIPTECE OF HE PAR}Y 0RGANTZAFONS, HHE (OVERNMENY 0RGANS, Socidl organtzations. [I+] fs +e Forw oF g PEOPLE.

AR¥icLe 2 (JUARANFEES FOR FREEDOM OF HHE PRESS, FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION: THE SHAE SHALL CREGE FAvORABLE CONDTHONS FOR
citizens 4o dctvaLize HHETR FREEDOM oF HHE PRESS, HHETR FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON N HHE PRESS, OND Llow HHE PRESS f0 PROPERLY DEVELOP it
ROLE...

Ar¥icLe 4 Fregoom oF e PRESS, ciHizENs’ FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION IN HHE PRESS. CiHizens Have  HE RigHis:

1 To B2 INFORMED BY HHE PRESS ON GLL asPects oF HHE NGHON aND HIE wWORLD.

2

3 To eYPRESS HHEIR OPiNiONS @BoUH HE BFFATRS OF HHE NOFTON OND HHE wWORLD.

4 To_contriBuie constRucEVE oPinfons anp [ipgas] 4o carry oub Hig Policies of HE PaREY anp

e REGWLAFIONS oF HHE (JOVERNMENT.
5. To 8op oPiNioNs aNp coMMENES to LEQISLAFIVE BiLLS, $0 comMPLAIN, $o MAKE dccusation
iN FHE PAPERS @80Vt HHE PARIY's oraaNizAtioNS, HHE GOVERNMENE'S ORGANS, Socidl
ORGONiZ8HONS, Efc.

Qur PRESS Laws HAave Not PROPERLY ReFLEcted HUE SPiRiH oF e ConsHHUEiON ON FREEDOM oF HIE PRess. THe Press Laws state "No
CENSORSHIP" BUF SN REALHY HHE contRoL s EvEN HiQHIER 1HAN CENSORSHTP. THE REQULALToNS oN [PERMIL] GPPLICALTON BRE SEVERELY RESIRicHED,
[THe Laws] vo Not MENEON citizens’ RigHE to aPPLY. ONLY 0RQANTZALTONS GRE BLLowED fo aPPLY.

HowEVER, | @M CONCERNED B0+ ARFICLE 13 REGARDING HHE CHIEF OF @ PRESS ORGANTZOFON. | PAY PARFCUAR aHENFON fo PARE 2 oN HiE
conpiHioNS 1o BECOME HHE CHEF OF @ PRESS ORGANIZAHON:

Must Have \ietNaMESE NAFiONALTEY aND HoLd PERMANENY RESTDENCE N \iENEM;

Hlave avequate quaLiFications IN TpgoLody, EFHCS, BN JoVRNALiSHC capagiLity.

| RedLize:
| am @ ViEtNamESE cifizEN, 8 MEMBER oF fHe Communist PARHY For 58 YEBRS, 8 CoMMisSiONER oF HHE PaRIY's (EntraL CommitdEE For 4 fERMS
(I, 1V, ¥, VI). My PErmanENt ResiENCE s aF 97 TRan Huna Dao streed, Hoan Kiem pistrict, Hanor.

[ Was HHE LEBDING COPRE TN PUBLISHING ParY'S NEwsPaPers (Hig Ligerators FLAQ). | was @ comPetent assistant fo HiE Late comrave
SECREFARY GENERAL TRVONG CHiNH, wHo was HHE Epitor—iN—CHTEF, FOR ONE YEBR (1944—1945).

>! Underlining follows emphases in the original by Tran Do.
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| serveD 8s HHE Evitor oF HE 1E Quoc Quav (Na¥ONAL DEFENDERS) NEWSPAPER DURING MY FOUR YEBRS iN PRISON FROM Mib 1947 o EGRLY 1950.

[ coNFRIBUIED +0 VBRIOUS HAND—WRIHEN PAPERS IN PRISONS LIKE HE SWwi Fev PaPer iN Son La, g New YEBR sPecial fssve i Hod Lo, 1942,
[| wrote For] Hie ANF—IMPERiALISH Youtd LEaque’s PAPER N THAT BinH, 1941, MONY oF MY BRHICLES WERE PRINFED ON DAILIES Sucl 8s HHIE AWAV
Dan (FEOPLE), Quan Doi NHan Dan (PeopLe’s AKM?ES), VaN NGHE (EN%EKJ-a?NMENJ-), aN> VAN NGHE Quan Do? (ArMY's EntERFaINVENE): aND HHE
Quan o7 NHan D MaGBTINE, HiE Communist MaQaTINE, EXc. | HAVE BEEN @ MEMBER OF FHE WRIHERS ASSOCiatioN SINCE 1957, A NUMBER OF MY
BookS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED GNP REGD wWiDELY.

| CONSIPER MYSELF QUALIFTED UNDER HHE Laws Yo BECOME HHE HEAD OF @ PRESS ORGANTIAFION.

2. BAsED ON g PoiNts DISCUSSED GBOVE, | BELTEVE | HAVE ENOVGH LEGAL GROUND aND QUALIFications fo REQUESE HHE MiNTstER For @ PERMIH +o
PUBLISH @ NEWSPAPER wWHICH will FULFILL $HE FUNCHON DEFINED N AR¥TCLE 1 oF HHE PRESS Laws — HHe Press s #He Forum oF e PeoPLe.

3. THE CVRRENE STHVAHON OF HHE NHTON TNCLUDES MANY DIFFiCULE CHALLENGES, MONY NEw PROBLEMS without WNIFTED SoLuHions. THE PLENWM 6/2
oF He EiqHiy Party (entral Committee also RATSED HHE NEED +0 coLLect OPINTONS ON HHE PoLicies For HHE NINHH CoNFERENCE. (¥ dlso Listep
{ENS OF issues Hat Have muLtiPLE INFERPREFAEIONS.
THE WORLD 7S GOING HHROUGH UNPRECEDENIED HURMOTL,

OwR coUNIRY, BESTDES ENCOVRAGING SUCCESSES GND ACHIEVEMENTS, S FACING NEw CHALLENGES 8ND EVER MORE DiFFfCULt PROBLEMS.

THEREFORE, 0WR COUNIRY 7S N GREAF NEED OF JDEAS, ESPECTALLY FRoM HIE EYPERTENCED, HIE INFELLECHALS, aND HHE WRiHERS aNp aRFists.
THE NEED FOR EYPRESSiON S GREQF BUE HHE MEONS FOR EYPRESSION iS GBSENY.

4, | kNow FoR SWRE HHat MaNY PEGPLE want 40 EYPRESS HHEIR DEAS. However,
THese PeoPLE witl TDEAS Do Not want o SPEdK, o Not PaRe 4o sPEdk, bo Not kNow wHERE fo sPedk. THEY Holb HHETR SiLENCE iN
aGoNY.
SoME Hold cerIAIN 0PiNTONS Bt Have fo sPEdK DIFFERENILY, SoMEFIMES EVEN N DiRECE 0PPoSTE 1o wHAt HHEY HHiNK. SoME Have Yo
SPEdk DIFFERENILY FRoM ONE PLACE +o ONoHHER. THESE PEOPLE GRE FORCED +0 OR VOLWNIEER o LiVE DisHoNESILY. Sued Lack of
cHaracter Has Become @ HAsit, @ LIFESHYLE wHiCH BEAR LoNG $ERM fLL EFFECES ON Social MoRALTHY.
MaNy PEOPLE witH TDEBS FiND No PLACE 40 EYPRESS fHEM OR GRE ONLY OFFERED ForRUMS Hiat fey poN'+ Like. ALL HHeY can vo s 4o
CONFDE HHETR HHoLGHES TN FAcE—to—Face visits witH CLoSE FRTENDS, 0R WRIFE PowWN FHoSE HHouaHts gust +o Put Hiem awdy, or
EYCHINGE HHETR WRIHINGS witH FRIENDS LLEGALLY.

WE HAvE MANY PAPERS, WE HAVE FREEDOM OF HIE PRESS FOR ORGANTZAFONS. HowEVER, HoSE 8RE VoicES AND FORWS For [Par$Y] oraanizations
anv [Covernment] oraans. We Have [Not] YEb HAb @ voicE For HHE PEGPLE GNP @ FORW FoR HHE PEGPLE ds SHPWAED BY HHE Laws. EvEN
HouaH every [GoverRnmENE] orRGAN aND EveRY [PaREY] 0RGANITAKION CONSIDERS TESELF 8S BELONGING fo0 FHE PEGPLE aND workING "IN HHE NaME
oF Mg PEOPLE,” HE PEGPLE HAvE Not HAv HHETR owN voice YEY.

A viRect ForRWM FoR HHE PEOPLE DEFINHELY woulp Not g2 [ @ fool of] capitaLisic pemocracY oR LiMitLess pemocracy guf [oF] frue

DEMOCRACY,

5. | HHiNK BN TNPEPENDEN? PRESS oRGANTZAHON (TNDEPENDENE FRoM aLL [Pary] orRGANTZAFIONS anD [Government] chaNs), WHICH wWoULD SERVE
as He voice onp HE DIRECE FORUM oF HHE PEOPLE, wWoULD BRING MONY BENEFiTS,

First oF BLL, PEGPLE witl GPINTONS 8Bou# LIFE ND HHE COUNFRY ol HAVE @ LEGAL aND OPEN PLACE fo EYPRESS HHEM. WE CoULD HHEREFORE
avoi> HHe SPREGDING OF OPINTONS Vid UNPERGROUND OND fLLEGAL CHANNELS wHicH +END +0 TNDUCE GRBTHRARINESS OND EYAGGERAHON.

Even HouaH HHe Covernvent (anp Hie Faw) 7S ENCOVRAGTING EVERYONE 40 sPedk ovh, [HE (oveRnMENS BLso] Bsks HHat HHosE EYPRESSIONS B2
MODE WHHIN ORGANTZAFTONS GNP Vid 0RGANTZAFTONS. MaNY oPiNions (HENs oF Housanps oF LEH-ERS) Have eeen sent 4o [Par#y] oraanizations
ane [Governvent] oraans. However, gacy orRGAN ALONE JUPGES HHE woRHIINESS oF HHE oPiNions [sent 4o 7] Quite oFfen, e suemitep
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OPINTONS 8RE CONSTPERED OF No VALUE NP WRONG. THE Epucadiondl Level of e evalvators [of #Hese oPiNjons] s iN MANY CASES Low anp
VERY Low. AS @ RESULE, GRAINS OF GQolb 8RE Lost IN HHE HEAP oF sanp. A tReEMENDOUS waste!

GIVEN aN TNDEPENDENY aND LEGAL PLAcE 4o sPedk ouf, FHE SPEAKER will HAVE fo EYERCISE BEHER CORE OF wHAt HE says with RaFoNALHY anp
MOPERBHTON. H will HHEREFORE BE EASTER fo FiN HHE BENEFTHING fDEdS.

As HE OPINIONS wWoULD BE EYPRESSED GPENLY GNP LEGQALLY, FHEY COULD BE KNOWN GNP EVALVASED BY EVERYONE, INCLUDING OVERSEAS VTEINOMESE
OND FOREIGNERS CONCERNING \TEINGM. WE woUlD HHEN HAVE WiDER aND Faster caPagiLity +o DiSEINGUISH Goob FRoM BAD, RIGHF FROM WRONG,
PROPER FROM TMPROPER. WE woULD BENEFTH FROM HHE OPINTONS OF Not ONLY HHE PRESENIERS BUF ALso HHE EVALVAtORS. SEVENHY MILLION PEOPLE
WiLL Not PRODUCE SEVENHY MILLION DE@S. MAYBE @ FEw HHoUSaNDS 7DEAS GRE MORE LTKELY. However, HIE +ENS OF MILLIONS OF OPiNioNS aBout
Hose HHoUSANDS OF TPEBS wiLl HELP US cose HHE Goob anp RiGHE onEs. Suel Prackice cannot g2 [LageLep as] LiMiiLess pemocracy oR
DISORDERLY PEMOCRACY. [£ s $RUE DEMOCRACY. ToN'+ UNDERESHMAIE HHE PEGPLE, PEOPLE iN THAT BiNH WERE UPSES BUE Not DiSORDERLY! EVERYONE
aomiHED THAT BiNH RESTOENFS’ NGER was JUSHFTED. IF PEGPLE GRE RiGHF FHEN HHE CADRES MUS BE wWRONG. AND WHEN PEOPLE GRE RiGHF, HHEY
Must Have HUE MEANS +o EYPRESS HHUEIR HHOUGHE. WE MUsH HAvE AN INDEPENDENE FORUM FOR HHIE PEOPLE, PEGPLE ofF THAT BiNH Hap +RiED +o sPeak
out BEFORE BUF HIEIR VOICE CONFINUED +0 BE GAQGED. THEY HAP No CHoice Bub 4o EYPRESS HIETR ONGER with ackions. Hab we Hav an
INDEPENDENE FORUM FOR #HE PEGPLE, WE COULD HAVE BVOIDED HHE BLOCKING OF PEGPLE'S MiND GNP FHETR CONSEQUENF NGER. SOCTEHY woulb BE
MORE staBLE 8s @ resuld!

6. For Hose Re@sons, | wRiHE Hifis Letter fo REQUESH HE MINTSIER anp HHE PRIME MiNfsHER dllow ME fo BECOME HIE HEBD OF @ PRESS
ORGANTZA4ION. Sucl aN EstasLisimeENt will ge:

AN INDEPENDENE FORW wHicH BELONGS f0 No ORGANTZAHION OR ORGON.

A PEOPLE’S FORW wificl FULFSLLS ALL f+s RESPONSTBILIHTES anD FUNCEIONS UNDER HHE Laws.

THiS FORWM wiLL HAVE @ NAME APPROPRIIE +o Hs cHarRActERIsHCs anb FUNcions —suel as TG Dav (PeobLe’s Voice) or THawy

ewr (CiviLizen Degate).
| RESPECHPULLY HoPE fHAt You will CoNSTDER Hifis APPLicatioN GNP fSSUE YoUR @PPRoval N PRINCIPLE, Once | Have 4uat approval, | will
PREPARE +0 MEEY ALL HHE CONDTHIONS OND HHE PROCESS {0 @PPLY FoR ON Actval Permit gecause i costs @ Lot oF EFFORY ane MoNey fo
ACQUIRE OFFicE, SHAFF, REPORIERS, OFFICE SUPPLIES NP CoMMUNTCAEioN EQUIPMENT. | DoN'# wint +o PREPARE ALL HHat FoR NoFHING. | @M SURE |
anp My FRIENDS (WHo | Witk SNVIHE 40 J0iN HHE PAPER) HAVE ENOUGH KNOWLEDGE Onb ABILIHY fo MAke HIE PAPER FULFILL TS FuncHions anp
OPERME WHHIN HHE Laws. | caN quarantze +uat.

| awart Your REPLY within HHE PERioD sHatep UNDER ARFICLE 19 oF HHE PRESS Laws. AFFERWERD,
| witl PREPARE 0 GPPLY ForR +HE dctual PERMiE OND will OPERIE ONLY 0F4ER HHE PERMt fs QRANIED. PLEASE TNCLUDE +HE REASONS FOR YOUR
APPROVOL OR DiSAPPROVAL GNP PUBLICIZE YOUR PRECTOUS DECTSION,

| B> You success anp await YourR REPLY

AppLicant
Ci#17en TRAN Do

RepLy FrRom +ie VietNaMESE GoverRnvENt 4o TRAN Do
MiNTSERY oF CULAuRe/ INFORMAtION

SOUALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

No. 1514 / \WTT —BC InvePenbENCE ——FREEDOM —HaPPiNESS

Re: RepLy 4o MR. TRaN Do Hanoi, APRIL 23, 1999

Respectrully Sent 4o: MR. TRan Do
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THe MiNistER oF CULAWRE/ INFORMBFON RECEIVED YOUR SUGGESHON, DAFED APRIL 1, 1999, REQUESHNG PERMISSION +0 PUBLISH @ NEWSPAPER HEGDED
8y You. ON fiis maHer, qiven fHe FunctioN +o assist He MiNTSHRY oF CULHWRE/ INFORMABHION TN MONBGING aLL JovrNdListic dctivities, He
Press DePORIMENT HAS HHE FOLLOWING OPINTONS:

Ar¥icLe 1, CHaP4er 1 of HiE PRESS Laws, Passep BY fE Sivdd Session of g Eiqiid TERM oF fie National AssemeLyY oN Decemeer 29, 1999,
cLearLy states: THe Press iN HE Socialist RepueLic of Vietnam (SRY) is HHe MEANS FoR Mass COMMUNTCAEION, ESSENHAL For sociaL LiFes [1+]
is HE movlHPiECcE ofF HE PaREY orGANTzatONS, fHE (OVERNMENE ORGANS, aND social oRGANTzaHONS (FRoM HERE ON JOINILY calLep
orGANTZAHoNS) [1#] is HHE ForWM OF HHE PEOPLE.

AR$icLe 12 ofF e Press Laws also [PRovives]: THe corRPORAEE OWNER OF 8 NEWSPAPER s HHE oraaNization +Hat [aprLies] For @ Permit 4o
conpuct JowrNaListie activities anp HHat piRectLy MANAGES +HE NEWSPAPER ESEABLISHMENE.

THEREFORE, BCCORDING f0 HHE PRESS Laws oF e SociaList Repuglic of \ietnaM, HHERE 7S No PRoVISTON FOR 8N iNDivipval +o aPPLY FoR @
PeRMiE +0 conpuct JourNdListic activities.
THe Press DePaRIMENE oF HHE MINTSIRY For CULIWRE —— INFORMAHION wollh LiKE 4o iNForM You [ofF tHat Fact] so You know.

Unver $He ORDER oF MiNstER oF CULAURE/ INFORMAEION
Director oF e PrRESS DePariment

(Stanes an SedLep)

Do Qv DodN

Recgivep By:

AS BPDRESSED ABOVE

MiNis$ER oF CULAWRE/ INFoRMEEiON
OFFice Arciive / Press DeParimeENt
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APPenDiY C: LEHER oF Protest o HHe GoveERNMENE oF ViEfNaM FRom NGWEN THONH Giang

SociaList RepugLic of Vietnam
INvEPENDENCE — FREEDOM — HAPPiNESS

Hanoi, Qctoger 14, 1999

ResPectruLly sent fo:
—Leavers ofF e Pardy, State, NationaL ASSEMBLY, aND (OVERNMENT
—JwiciaL oFFices
—Mevia oFFices

[, Nowen THanH Giang, Living a+ Unit ATs—Pg TTPK Hoa Mue, TRung Hod warp, Cav (iay pistrict, WRGENILY ALERE You fo HiiE SEVERE HiRERt ON
{HE LIVES OF MY FOMILY GNP MYSELF,

ARoWND 6:30 am oN Octoger 11, 1999, aBout 4N PuBLic SECWRTHES CAPRES, without REASONS, BURST iNto OVR HOVSE, SEGRCHED, anp ook away
OWR COMPUIER,

THeY oRrpERED ME +0 HHE HanoT PueLic Secwrities OFFICE ForR FOUR pays of INFERROGAHTON. THEY skep ME ALL kiNps oF ameiguous questions. [+
took @ LoNG $iME BEFORE | FIQURED oUb HHEY WERE LookiNG FoR $HE AulHoR ofF HHE oBituary 4o [Hue Late] MR. Hoana Hwu NHaN.

EVEN HHouGH HHEY Db Not Finp Hiat GRITCLE TN MY HOUSE OR IN fHE HARD DRIVE OF MY CoMPUIER GFfER @ MEFiCULOUS SEARCH, HHEY REFUSED fo
aive gack HHE comMPUiER,

IN 4His coMPUiER, BESTDES HHE DAHA RELAHING +0 MY SON'S CONFRACHED 1WoRKS FOR VaRToUS OFFICES, GNP @ vaLVABLE ar¥icLE BY HHE REvoLUHoNist
WRHER THoT Hu (MY FBHIER—IN—Law) FHF WaS FOUND RECENILY — FIFHY YEORS GFFER H WaS WRIHEN — HIERE was MY GRHTCLE “Tielve Davs
oF HuNGER SHRTKE TN PRiSON (aMP BIL”  Ofier fHaN HHat, HHERE S NoHHING HHa+ €ON BE CONSTDERED “RoGUiSH.”

[ VESPERAFELY EYPLAINED #Hat HHE COMPUIER was HHE MATN MEANS OF LIVING FOR MY SON. E, HHE First (.S.—HRATNED GEOPHYSICISH FRoM \TEANGM,
was cut FrRom HE PEFROLEW Science INstHule gecause of [Hie qoverRnMENE's] susPicions agovt ME. Hlis HWELVE YEARS OF GENERAL EpVCation
N fHe fEcHNTCaL kKNOWLEDGE AccumuLdED FRoM FHE NINE LONG YEARS iN VIEINOMESE OND AMERTCAN UNTVERSTHES GRE Now wasteD. CURRENFLY,
HE Has fo MAKE His LIVING ouf OF His AWILTARY KNOWLEDGE oF ENGLISH GND CoMPUIER,

So, OF4erR +akiNG awdy His aBiLIEY +o contrigUIE +0 HHE COUNIRY, BY TLLEGALLY CONFiSCAtING HHE comPUIER, HHEY GRE dLso +akiNG awdy His
MEAGNS to EBRN @ LIVING. How BLAtaNt, BaRgaRic, anp HEdRILESS!

ON Maren 4 oF His V@R, HHEY GBRUPILY DEFAINED ME FOR fvo MoNHHS ON HHE SUsPicion HHat | was HHe avtHor of e arficle “Constructive
Suggestions to Hie ParY.” Now, HHEY USE HHE PREFEYS OF SEARCHING FoR HiE AUHHOR oF HHE driTele “Missing Hoana Huw Njan — a True
Communist, Most Devicates 4o Hg ConirY, Most FaitipuL +o Hig PeopLe” [$o Warass wel.

IN Fact, aFter Hie iNFERROGAHION 8¢ HE Hano? Puslic Secwrity OFFice | Hav HE clance fo Redp Hiat article 8+ He HOUSE oF aN
AcquaiNtaNce.  AFFERWORDS, | FELY BotH ALARMED OND +IRED. | Do Not kNow TF BLAMING HHis GRFICLE ON ME was HHE RESULE OF PooR EPUCRHiON
OR TRRESPONSTBILTHY.

ANY ORDINGRY PERSON wHo READS [#is aR¥CLE] witl SOME CORE CAN RECOGNTZE 7+ 7S Not MY WRIHING SHLE. MOREOVER, BEING @ SCientist, |
COULD NEVER GFFORD +0 WRHE LOOSE GND GMBIGUOVS SENFENCES Hiat coulp B2 fotaLLy Misunberstoop [Like #Hose iN HHE articLe]. For evamPLE,
Hie SENFENCE “A PERSON wHo DEFENDED TRAN Do anp PRoFECHED THANH GONG .. fS Now SHLL guriep at e Maj Dicd [NationaL Cemeteryl”
wOULD TMPLY TRAN Do anp THANH (iaNG aRe 8ap PERSONS!
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Ofer PeoPLE geLieve Hiad [HE CovERNMENT] DD Not MISUNDERSHAND ONYHIING. THEY Sust INFENHTONALLY sEt @ +RaP 4o catell THand (iang.
THey Hav aRResteD Him Byt Hab to Let HiM Go [For Lack of sustiFication. Now HHEY conFiNvE fo #RY HEETR BESt 40 BRING THANH (iang +o
cowr} 4o save HiEiR Faces!

Unver $Hat HHRERE, FEAR REMATNS CONSTANILY TN MY FaMiLy, PARFICULARLY FOR MY FORIER, wHo iS dlmost NiNEHY YEBRS oLb, 8NP OWR LiHLE
HELPING GTRL. QUIHE PossTBLE iNpEED. YESHERDAY, HHERE waS ON GRHICLE STONED BY NQWEN TRUNG TRUC; $0paY, anoHHER GR¥TCLE STGNED BY “YOWR
Dear FriENps:” SoMe paY HHERE wWiLL B2 GN GRFCLE STONED BY NGWEN THANH GiaNG withl HHE conFENt PULL oF fLLEGEL fNForma¥ion. [THey coulp
eveN FRAME US with] Packaces of HEROIN HHRowN iNto OVR Back, Yarp!

[F +Hey can gust areHRARILY +kE NP HoLb OWR coMPUIER witHout EvEN fHE NEED {0 PROVIDE @ REASON, wHAt ELSE CaN SstoP HHEM FRoMm
RESORFING 40 oHIER UNJUSH OND TMMORAL ways! | VRGENILY REQUESH HHE LEGDERS oF HHE NationdL Assemsly, HE Pardy, e State, g
CovERNMENY, fHE supicial auioriHies fo +iMELY PUt AN END +o HHE HORRIBLE PROCESS BEING VSED f0 SEVERELY HARASS MY FAMILY GND MYSELF.

| DEMAND:

1. THe tmmeviade canceLLation of Hie "Oroer oF ProuiBiioN +o (oing Quisive He Resivential Ared" iMPOSED ON ME:

2. AN ENp 0 HIE HORASSMENF OF OUR CHILDREN. WHY Db HIE PuBLic SECURIHES oF HiE THanH YUaN BAC WaRD REFUSE 40 NoHBRTZE MY DAVGHHER'S
PERSONOL HistoRY, witH Goob oR 8a> REMARKS, So SHE caN suemit it +o HER FiLe at work?

3. THE MMEDIBIE REFVRN OF MY COMPUIER, PHotoCOPTER, AND DOCWMENTS HAKEN FRoM MY HOVSE IN HHE Last hwo SEBRCHES:

4, AN enp +o HE PRANKS PLAYED ON OUR FAMILY'S PHONE, INFERMIHENILY DURING HHE DAY N> FREQUENILY BERWEEN ¢ P, f0 8 M. LiviING with
US is @ MaN aLMost NINEHY YEBRS OF GGE, aND @ CHILD Fvo YEARS 0Lb. MY UNCLE LIVING NEYH DOOR ALSO SVFFERS HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE. WHo wiLl
BE RESPONSTBLE F WE HAVE @ MEDiCAL EMERGENCY BU caNNot VSE HIE PHONE 40 call HHe aMBULANCET

5. THE SMMEDTAHE RESHORAFION OF MY FULL FREEDOM;

6. A vEFINHE END {0 HHE BRBTERARY HOVSE SEGRCHES AND FHE UNREASONABLE +0RMENY ON ME witH HHOSE PROLONGED MEANINGLESS INFERROGAFIONS.
RememBer Haf, coMPARING {0 fHoSE CURRENILY HOLDING OFFICES, | HAVE wWORKED LONGER 8N MAPE MORE woRHHY coniRiButions 4o Hie
RevoLufion.

[F His BRUIALIEY, FOR SOME REASON, iS BEYOND HHE controL of He [Vietnamese]l QoveRnMENY, | SIRONGLY €BLL oN BLL CONSCIENFiOUS
VIEINOMESE OND HHE INFERNGHONOL COMMUNTEY +0 SUPPORE OUR FaMILY TN OUR FiGHE $o HHE END 0 UPHOLD HE PRINCIPLES oF Human Rictts ane
Justice,

RespectrFuLLy,

NGUEN THANH (7ang, PH.D.

UNT+ ATsP9 TTPK Hoa Mue,

TRunG Hoa Ware —Cav (iay District
Hanoi, Vietnam

TEL: 858 60 12
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