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PREFACE

THis RePoR} FocVseES ON HHE SHME SECWRIY CoWRE aND HHE CONFINUING FRTALS OF INDTVIDVALS GCCUSED OF MEMBERSHIP N
UNBUHHORTZED PoLifical GRoVPS, THE REPOR} ALso EYAMINES HHE PRACHCE oF J0RFVRE N SYRIA, GNP HHE CONFINVING PRESSWRE ON Polifical
PRISONERS OF1ER RELEQSE.

Ths is e FiRst oF @ SERJES OF REPORES ON SYRIA fat Huvan Riquts Watcy will PUBLISH SN 1995, BASED ON INFORMEHTON
0BYAINED DURING N UNPRECEDENIED, FORIY—ETGHI—DAY FACE—FINDING MiSSTON EARLTER HHiS YEAR. To 0UR KNOWLEDGE, No INFERNGHONGL
HWMON RiGHES 0RGANTZAFION HAs EVER SPENF HHis aMOUNE oF +IME INSTDE SYRTA CONPUCHING INFERVIEWS AND CARRYING 0Uf RESEGRCH.

THis MissioN—wiicH BEGAN oN MARCH 23, 1995, @ND CONCLUDED dlmost SEVEN wEEKS LAHER ON MY 9, 1995—was UNDERFAKEN wit
Hie aqreeMeENt oF HHE SYRIAN GOVERNMENY. THis GGREEMENY waS RECETVED TN WRIHNG TN JANVRY 1995, FOLLOWING DiSCUSSTONS BEHWEEN
Hie qovernvent anp Human Ricits water iN 1994 N WasHington, D.C., anp Damascus. (ovERNMENE oFFicials Promised Human Ricuts
Waten Higt oVR REPRESENIAHVES wolld BE GBLE $0 #RAVEL HROVGHOUF HHE COUNIRY without RESHRICHONS, OND MEEF FREELY witH GNYONE.
DURING HHE Mission, Human Ricits watel REPRESENIAHIVES TNDEED 4RAVELLED FREELY, without GNY RESIRICHONS OR OVERF SURVETLLANCE, N
MEFROPOLHAN DaMAsCUs aNp iN VARTOUS GOVERNORGHES.

Qur REPRESENFAFIVES HAD DISCUSSTONS with @ WiDE RANGE OF SYRIANS N DamMascus ano HHE GOVERNORAES oF ALEPPo, Hasaken,
Homs, anp Latakia. Tiese TNCLWED RELEASED Political PRISONERS, vickims of FoRHRE aND oFHER @BUSES, DEFENDANIS ON #RiAL BEFORE HHE
state SecwRiHY cowrt, RELAFIVES OF SENFENCED PoLitical PRISONERS GNP PRISONERS HELD witHout CHORGE, LAWYERS, GCAPEMICS, WRITERS
aND oHER INFELLECHUALS, UNIVERSTHY STUDENTS, OND MEMBERS OF UNGUHHOR{ZED PoLifical QRoUPS. MEEYINGS WERE ALSo HELD witH LEADERS
OND MEMBERS OF SOME OF g PoLifical ParFiEs iN HHE NationaL PRoOGRESSIVE FRoNY, OFFICERS oF g NaHioNGL LAWYERS SYNDICAIE, anp
e ved> oF Hie SYRiaN WRitERs UNTON.

Owr RePRESEN{AHIVES MEF SYRIAN GOVERNMENE MINTSTERS SN MARCH anp APRIL 1995, aNp wE EYFEND OWR fHanks fo MiNistER oF
Justice Hussein Hasow, Minister of State For Foreion AFFAiRs Naser GEPWR, anp Minster of CUAWRE DR. NaJAH aL—'AHaR For
0ccomMMoPBEING OUR REQUESTS OND QTVING GENEROUSLY oF HHETR $iME.

SYRTAN AUHIORTHES, HOWEVER, WERE Not RESPONSVE +0 HIE LONGSHAINDING REQUESH BY Human Ricts watel 4o visiH Places of
PEFENFION OND MEEF WitH PRISON DIRECHORS, iNDIVIDUALS DEFAINED witHout CHARGE UNDER EMERGENCY LAw, PERSONS OwWaiHING #RTAL BEFORE
e SECWRHY coWRt, AND PoLHTCAL PRISONERS wHo HAVE BEEN #RiED OND GRE SERVING HHETR SEntENcES. fuman Rigrts wated Hap
PaRFTCULARLY Souant 4o visH HuMAN RiGHES dovocates From e Commitees For e DeFense of Democratic Freevoms ane Huvan Rigris
N SYRIA (CDF) wHo WERE 4RiED anD SENFENCED 8Y HIE SECWRIHY cort IN 1992,

THe REQUESH 0 ViSH PRISONS waS DISCUSSED with SENTOR GOVERNMENT oFFicials SN Damaseus iN OctoBer 1994, aND was Mave
AGAIN IN @ LetEr +o MINISIER oF INFERTOR Mulamep Harea vatep Mared 14, 1995. A+ @ MEEFING IN Damascus witl MiNistER oF Justice
Hussein Hasoun oN Marey 29, 1995, Human RiqHis WatcH REPRESENHGHVES WERE INFORMED H1jat PERMISSTON HAb BEEN GRANFED o visTH any
CIVILiAN PRISON iN SYRJA SUPERVISED 8Y HHE MINISIRY oF JUsHce, THE MINTSIER NotED, However, fat # was Not wittiN His auvtHoridy 4o
GRANF dccess fo FACiLHES Not UNDER HHE SUPERVISTON OF HiS MiNTSERY, sucl s TaoMor, SEDNGY anv ME7ZE PRiSONS, anp e DEFENFTON
CENFER OF HHE MILIHORY INFERROGAHON BRANCH OF MILHGRY INFELLIGENCE N DBMASCUS: WHERE MANY OF SYRIA'S PoLitical PRISONERS GRE
HELD.

IN @ Leter 4o INFERTOR MiNistER arEa patep anp HAND—DELIVERED +o His oFFicE oN APRIL 1, 1995, Hwan RiqHts watey
WELCOMED HIE GOVERNMENF'S OFFER OF BCCESS t0 CIVILIAN PRISONS, BUF INDICAIED iat WE wisHED $o conpuct HiESE visis 8s Part oF @
BROGPER Look, 8 oHHER PLACES oF DEFENIION N SYRTA, PARFCULARLY HHosE FACILIHES WHERE PoLHiCAL PRISONERS, SECWRIHY SUSPECES aND
SENJENCED SECWRTEY PRISONERS ORE HELD. WE Notep SN HHE Leter ot Human Riguts WateH Hap collectep iNFORMAEION GNP REPORIED
agout conpitions at HHESE FaciLities SiNCe 1989, anp FHat ccess wollb ENGBLE Us {0 0BHAIN CURRENY, FiRST—HAND iNFORMAFiON aBovt
CONDTHONS OND PRISONERS. THIS LEHER waS Not ONSWERED, aNp EFFORES Y Huvan RicHts Watcy RePReEsentatives 4o 0BHAIN @ MEEFING
witH HHe INFERTOR MINTSHER 40 Discuss fHE REQUEST WERE UNSUCCESSFUL,
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Human Ricits wWatel s qraterul 4o Hiie EmBassy of HHE SYRiaN Arag RepueLic iN WasHington, D.C., wiicH PLaYED an imMPor{ant
ROLE TN FACILHAFING OVR REQUESH f0 CoNDUCH @ MiSSToN.  THE EMBASSY LSO PROVIDED FNVALVABLE ASSTSHINCE wit SECWRING visds anb
ohlER Logistics,

ON JuNe T3, 1995, Human Ricits Watcl PReESENtED HHE SYRTAN GOVERNMENE with 8 wRHEN SUMMERY oF HIE MAJOR FINDINGS OF
Hiis REPORE, 8S WELL @S REQUESTS FOR INFORMAHON 8B0U# SPECIFiC cases MENFTONED N HHE REPOR} anp HHE GPPENDicES. THE
GOvERNMENY'S REPLY, DAtED JUNE 23, 1995, s N APPENDTY C.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

THis REPORE was wRiHEN 8Y VIRGINTA N. SHERRY, associate piRector of fuman Riqts watel/Miople East, who visiten SYRia
FRomM MareH 23, 1995 fo Mav 9, 199s.

THe REPORY ALSo INCLWDES INFORMAHON collectep Y Erje (JLbsIEN, RESEARCH DIRECIOR oF Human Ricuts waten/MiobLe East,
WHo JOTNED Ms. SHERRY TN SYRIA FRom MaReH 26 +o APRIL 4, 1995, ano CHRISHOPHER (JEORGE, EYECUHVE DiRECHOR oF Human Rigits
Watel/MibLe East, wio visiep Damascus From Qctoer 13 4o Octoger 17, 1994, anp FRoM APRIL 19 f0 APRIL 20, 1995, anb MEF wWitd
SENOR SYRTAN GOVERNMENY OFFiciaLs.

MaHa Asu AyyasH 8ccoMPONiED Ms. SHERRY ON HHE MISSTON, GNP SERVED SKILLFULLY aND +/RELESSLY 8S HER TNFERPREER.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

THis REPORE FOCUSES ON SYRTA'S SHIHE SECURTY CoWRE AND HHE CONFINVING HRTALS OF iNDIVIDUALS GCCUSED OF MEMBERSHIP N
UNBUHHORTZED PoLifical GRoVPs, [ dLso EYAMINES HHE PRACHCE oF +0RFURE N SYRTA, GNP +HE PRESSURE GNP PUNTSHMEN PLACED ON
PoLificaL PRISONERS OFFER RELEGSE. THE REPORY DocWENIS HIE HIGH PRICE Hiat SOME SYRJANS HAVE PaTD—aND conFiNVE +o PAY—FOR
EYERCTSING HHETR RIGHF 0 PEQCEFUL PoLifical piSSENt.

TiE CoUNIRY'S SEVENIEEN MILLTON CTH7ENS CONFINVE 40 LIVE UNDER EMERGENCY Law. THE SHAIE OF EMERGENCY waS PECLARED ON
MareH 8, 1963, aNp s SHLL N EFFECt. EMERGENCY LAw EMPOWERS HHE PRIME MINTSIER oF HHE REPUBLIC, AcHiNG ds fHE MARETAL Low
GOVERNOR, OND HHE MINISTER OF INTERjOR, 8S PEPUEY MARFTAL LB GOVERNOR, to BRRESE PREVENFVELY GANYONE SUSPECIED OF ENDONGERING
PUBLIC SECURTEY AND ORDER; OND t0 AUHHORIZE INVESHGAFION OF PERSONS AN PLACES @t aLL +imes, ane o DELEGAIE ANy PERSON fo
PERFORM HHESE +asks. THESE BRoGP POWERS HAVE BEEN EYERCTSED BY VARIOUS BRANCHES OF HHE SECVRIY GPPARAIUS, wWHiCH FOR DECADES HAVE
ARRESHED, DEFAINED, OND INFERROGAED UNDER FORFURE HHOUSANDS TN SYRTA witHout ANy FoRM oF Jwicial oversiaHt.

IN INFERVIEWS witH SYRTANS AcRoss HHE CoUNFRY BEHWEEN MaRcH 1995 ano May 1995, we HEBRD REPEAED comPLAiNtS aBovt fHE
Lack oF PoLiticaL FRegbom TN SYRTA anp HHE AutorHARIAN NBHRE oF HHE RULE oF PRESTEN' HaFez aL—Asdp, wHo HAS EYERCiSED
COMPLEJE POWER SINCE 1970, THE GUARANIEES iN HHE SYRTAN CoNSHHUETON oF 1973—wHicH GRANFS EVERY ciffzen e RiqHt fo FREE anp
PUBLiC EYPRESSION OF HiS OR HER OPINTON, GND PROVIDES For HHE RiGH} fo Par¥iciPate iN PoLitical LiFE—aRE ALL BUf MEANINGLESS. THERE
S No Law BY wHicH PoLitical Parties can seek anv oBtaiN LeqaL statvs,

IN 1992, SYRTAN autHoriHiES BEGAN +o #RY HUINDREDS oF PoLitical activists, susPEctEd MEMBERS OF UNOUHHORTZED Political
GROUPS, OND TNPEPENDEN} CRitiCS oF HIE GOVERNMENF BEFORE HHE SHatE SECWRiEY cowri, ON EYCEPHONAL HHREE—IWGE fRTBUNAL HHat Sits
iN DAMASCUS AND HAD BEEN LARGELY INACHVE UNKIL +Hat YEBR. VARTOUS DIVISIONS oF SYRIA'S SECWRiEY GPPARAIUS, PURSVANE f0 EMERGENCY—
LAw POWERS, REFER DEFENDANES f0 fHE cowRE. SomE oF HHE DEFENDANES #RiED BY HHE CoWRE SINCE 1992 WERE ORRESHED 8S LONG 8Go 8s
1980 NP HELD FOR OVER @ DECODE witHout cHARGE., OHIERS WERE DEFATNED iN SUCCESSTVE BRRESE SWEEPS SN HHE YE@RS fHat FoLLowen; HieY
$00 HO> LANGVISHED witHout CHARGE FoR MANY YEORS.

SINCE 1992, HHE coWRE Has PROSECVIED MANY oF HHESE INDIVIDUALS FoR EYERCTSING HHETR Most Basic RiGHEs, INCLWING HHE RiGHt
to FrRee association anv HHE RIGHF 40 HoLd aNp EYPRESS PoLitical ioEds. Most oF HHem HAvE BEEN CHARGED witH VAGUELY FoRMULAED
CRIMINGL OFFENSES sucd 8s "oPPosiNG ANy ofF HHE GoaLls of HiE RevoLukion," "PUBLTSHING FALSE INFORMBETON with HHE @M oF causing
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DISORDER AND SHAKING HHE CONFIDENCE oF HIE MAsSES IN HHE aims oF HHE RevoLution," anv MEMBERSHTP N SECRe} orRGANTZAHONS "createn
o CHANGE HHe ECONOMIC OR Social SHRUCHRE oF g state or HHE FUNpAMENFAL FABRC oF Sociedy."

ONe oF HHE FiRst cdses #RiEp 8Y HHE SECWRIHY cowrt wis HHE PROSECUETON oF HWMEN RigHEs dctivists From HiE CommiHEES For
e DeFense of Democratic Freevoms ano Human Ricuts N Syria (CDF). THey Hav geen arresten N Late 1991 anb EARLY 1992, aND +EN OF
HlEM WERE SENFENCED TN MBRCH 1992 +0 PRISON 1ERMS RANGTING FROM FivE +0 $EN YEBRS, wHicH EFFECHVELY causep HIE COLLEPSE oF @
NASCENE INDEPENDENT HUMAN RIGHES MOVEMENE INSTOE SYRTA. IN ofHER FRidLs fHat FoLLOWED, $EN— OND FIFEEEN—YEAR SENFENCES FOR NON—
VioLENt PoLiticaL activists wERE Not UNCOMMON, FIFHEEN—YEAR SENFENCES RECENILY HANDED DowN 8Y HHE COVRE Coulp KEEP SoME
PoLitical anv HWMAN RiGHES activists iMPRISONED UNHIL HHE YEBR 2002, [ 7S wWiDELY BELTEVED TN SYRTA $Hat fHE LENGHHY SENIENCES GRE
INFENDED Not ONLY 40 PUNTSH PRINCTPLED SYRiANS wHo MAINFAIN @ pEFiaNt aHituwe fowarp HHE auitoritiEs, But also fo pefer ofHERS
FROM ENGAGING N TNPEPENDENT 0PPoSHioN PoLitics—orR EVEN DiSSENT.

THESE INPIVIDVALS WERE CONVICHED OF VAGUE OND OVERBROBD OFFENSES, SPELLED out iN HHE PENGL COPE AND HHE EMERGENCY Ldw,
1104 £SSENHALLY CRIMINGLIZE PEACEFUL FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON GND GSSOCiadion. THE OvERLY BRoGP PRoVISIONS N SYRTA'S PENGL CobE anp
EMERGENCY Low FHA¥ ORE USED 40 CHARGE AN CoNvict DEFENDONFS IN HHE SECWRTEY courRt constituie vioLations oF +He TNFERNAHIONALLY
dccePiep sHaNpARD oF DUE PRocess, Ofgr stafutorY PRoVISTONS VSED +o CHARGE aND Convict DEFENDANES INFRINGE UPON HHE
INFERNGETONBLLY RECOGNTZED RIGHES OF FREE EYPRESSION, FREE 8SSoCiation, aND PEACEFUL AsSEMBLY. THE DECTSIONS oF HE SHate SECURidY
R} caNNot B2 APPEDLED {0 @ HIGHER #RTBUNDL, ds REQUIRED BY HHE INFERNAFONDL Covenant oN Civil ane PoLifical Riguts, +o wiiel
SYRTA ACCEPED SN 1969.

DeFeENvNES PRoSECUED IN HHE state SECWRHY cowrt GRE DENTED HHETR RIGHE UNDER INFERNGHTONGL Low +0 @ FATR GND PuBLic
1RidL 8Y @ coMPELENS, TNDEPENDENT aND iMPARFTAL fRIBUNAL. NoR Do DEFENDONFS HAvE HHE RiGHF 4o dPPeEdL HETR convictions anp
SENFENCES $0 @ HiGHER #RIBUNGL, wHicH 7S ONOHHIER BEDROCK PRINCTPLE oF NFERNGHONAL HUMAN RiGHES L.

As oN eycePEionaL $RIBUNGL, $HE CoVRE s EYEMPE FRoM HHE RULES OF CRIMINGL PROCEDVRE OND EVIDENCE fHat aPPLY DWRING HHE
INVESHGA$ION, PROSECUEION N FRTBL PROCEEDINGS N ORPINGRY CoVREs. LawyERS HAVE Not BEEN QUARANIEED dccess fo cLients PRrioR fo
1RiaL, GND fRiAL PROCEEDINGS BEGTN BEFORE LAWYERS HAVE HAD AN OPPORFWNIEY o SEE HIE COSE FiLes. LaAwYERS HAVE GLSo BEEN DENTED
HHe oPPORIINHY +0 ENGAGE TN ORAL BRGUMENF ON BEHALF oF FHEIR cLieNts, aNp Must conteNt HHEMSELVES witH SUBMTHHING wRIHEN
DEFENSE sTAfEmENtS +o HHE COWRE, SOME OF wHicH GRE cHED IN Hifis REPORY. THE COoWRE convicks DEFENDANES BASED ON CONFESSTONS
FokeN UNDER #0RFURE OR OHIER FORMS OF DURESS.

WE OBSERVED NUMEROUS ViOLAETONS OF INFERNGHIONAL FATR—IRTAL SHINDARDS 8+ e COWRE SESSTONS WE GHENDED IN APRIL 1995,
SoME DEFENDANTS DD Not HAvE HHE oPPORIWNTEY +o commuNicade with HHETR LAWYERS PRIOR 4o 4RidL, ofHERS Did Not HAVE LAWYERS, OND
SOME WERE REPRESENIED BY COUNSEL Not oF HHETR 0wN CHoOSING. THE COWRE SHOWED No INFERESH TN COMPLAINES BY DEFENDANIS wHo saiv
Huat ey Hap Been +oRFURED GND HHETR CONFESSTONS WERE COERCED, THE PRESTDENE oF HHE CoVRE 84 +iMES OPENLY DisPLAYED @ Lack oF
MPARETALTHY GNP DI Not GFFORD SOoME DEFENDANYS fHE PRESUMPEION OF TNNOCENCE. SoME KEY SHAGES oF cerFAIN fRiaLs—INCLWDING HHE
PRESEN{BHION OF EVIDENCE 8Y HE safe SECWRHY PRoSECUIOR, aND HHE DEFENSE—Fook PLACE BEHIND CLOSED DOORS, without HHe
DEFENDANTS HHEMSELVES PRESENT. COVRI—GPPOINIED DEFENSE LAWYERS GPPEARED {0 HAVE DIVIDED LoYALEiES aND Did Not REPRESENS
HHEMSELVES @S VIGOROUS BpvoCcHES FOR HHETR CLiENTS.

WHEN WE VisHED HE couRY ON APRIL 18, 1995, WE WIHNESSED ONE LAWYER INFORMING HHREE DEFENDANtS HHat HHETR NEYH cowrt
DAHE WoULD BE ON JUNE 4, 1995, THE L@WYER +oLb Us Had $HE COWRY SESSTON FOR His cLiEnts HHat MORNING HAP Not BEEN PUBLiC, NOR
Hav HE veFenpants attenep. e saio fiat He HaD MEH Wit HHE PROSECUIOR, wio READ HHE CLBRGES aND EVIDENCE FRoM HE Filg. THE
LaWYER saip Hiat HE +olb His cLients wHAt HaD +RANSPIRED, WE LEGRNED +Ha$ HHERE WERE GpbifioNaL COVRF SESSTONS FRoM wHicH
DEFENDANTS Hab BEEN EYCLUED, ONE QGROVP oF DEFENDANES foLb Vs H1at HHEY Hav Not BEEN PRESENE wWHEN HHE PRoSECVEOR MADE His
ORGUMENES, NOR WERE HHEY PRESENT @F HHE DEFENSE SESSION. WE WIFNESSED @ SESSION FOR ONE DEFENDANY HHat Hook PLACE iN HiE
PRIVME OFFicE oF HHE PRESTDENE oF HHE coWRY, Not N $HE CowRIROOM.

Tor#WRE \ictims
WE 0BFAINED HESHMONY INSTDE HHE SECWRTEY COURE FROM DEFENDANES wHO HAD BEEN HELD INCOMMUNTCADO GND FORFURED—AND N
SOME COSES SERTOUSLY TNIVRED—IN HHE custoby oF HHE PALESHINE BRANCH oF MILHARY INFELLIGENCE, PoLitical SecwritY, State SECWRidY,
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N AiR Force INFELLIGENCE. TORFRE VickimMs PROVIDED US witH HHE NAMES OF SENIOR OFFICERS SN Polifical SECWRI—hwo BRIGAPTER
GQENERALS OND w0 MAJORS—wWHo HHEY CL@MED SUPERVISED anp PaR¥iciPatep iN HHE BrRUFALTHY.

DWRING @ visit +o HE cowrE oN APRIL 11, 1995, WE INFERVIEWED @ HHIRFY—YEAR—0OLD DEFENDONT
wHo foLb s 8Bovt His UNsuccessPuL aHemPts 4o HAvE HHE coVrE GCkNOWLEDGE His +0RFURE CoMPLAINE GNP REFER HiM FOR @ FORENSTC
MEDICAL EYAMINGTON OND o @ HosPiHAL For MeEpicaL care. ON HHE vay we mME+ Hifis veFeEnvaNt @t HE cowri, HE was SEEKING +o PRESENE
8 HINDWRTHEN NotE 40 HHE JWGQE, PLRSUINF $0 HHE COWRF'S owN REQUESH 40 HHiS PEFENDON' HHREE MONHIS EGRLIER. BECAUSE HHE CowRt
ot vay PostPoNED Hiis DEFENDANF'S SESSION UNHIL APRIL 30, 1995, HE CoWb Not SUBMit His NotE anp Gave i+ 4o s instedp. T fext oF
HHE HANDWRIHEN NotE S TNCLWED iN fHis REPORE.

ReLeasep PRisongRs: PRESSWRE, FEar ano CoNFINVING PUNisHMENE

PRESSWRE ON PoLitical PRISONERS BY HHE SECWRiY aPParatus 4o "give WP PoLiffes" somediMES BEGINS PRIOR f0 RELEASE, aND N
SOME CASES HAS BEEN @ CONDTHON FOR RELEGSE. THERE S ALSo POSI—RELEASE SURVETLLANCE GND HARASSMEN' BY SECVRIY FORCES., SOME HAvE
BEEN SUMMONED FOR QUESHONING, FHREGFENED, aND Askep 4o cooPERBIE with HHE SECWRIHY GPPARAIVS 8S TNFORMERS.

THe Most ConFROVERSTAL LEGAL SANCHON TMPOSED ON RELEASED POLTHCAL PRISONERS wHo HAVE BEEN SENFENCED BY HE SECWRTHY
CoWRY i @ PUNTSHING +EN—YEAR DEPRIVATON OF civiL RigHEs. THiS PRoVISTON is Contained IN HHE SYRTAN PENAL CODE, wiHicH SPECIFiES
fHat INDIVIDUALS CONVICHED OF CRIMINGL OFFENSES OND SENFENCED 40 TMPRISONMENE wWitH +EMPORARY HORD LABOR GRE 0 BE SHRiPPED OF
HHeRR civil RiGHts FRoM HHE paY oF SENFENCING f0 fEN YEARS FoLLOWING HHE EYPIRAFION oF HHETR SENYENCE. Accorping fo SYRiGN
LAWYERS, iNDiViDUALS PENBLIZED with HHE Loss oF civiL RiGHFS caNNot work N HHE state sector oR REFRN fo FHETR FORMER GOVERNMENF
JoBs. THEY caNNot VOIE OR RUN FOR OFFTCE, OR SERVE iN HHE COUNCIL OF @ SYNDiCAtE 0R SEct. MANY RELEASED PoLiHical PRISONERS aRE
0Lso PENTED FHETR PASSPORFS witHoU+ GNY SEMBLANCE OF DVE PROCESS.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

To +He SYRIAN GoveERNWENE

SusPeND TMMEDTRFELY HHE stafe SECWRHY courE #RTALS FOR DEFENDANFS FACING PROSECUHON SOLELY FoR HHETR NONVIOLENT
EVERCISE OF FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION OR 8SSOCTaHioN, witH @ viEw fowdRp PissoLutioN of fHe court THSELF,

ReLedse aLL PRISONERS iN SYRT@ wHo GRE DEFATNED OR SERVING SENTENCES BECAUSE HHEY EYERCISED HHETR RiGH} o FREEDOM OF
EYPRESSION NP FREEDOM OF ASSOCTAHON, UNLESS SUCH PRISONERS ORE EYPLICiELY CHARGED witH WEAPONS—RELAHED OFFENSES, witH
PORFTCTPAHING TN FHE PLANNING OR EYECUFiON OF Acts oF ViOLENCE, 0R witH ofHER RECOGNIZOBLY CRIMINOL OFFENSES. [F So
CHarRGED, HEY ORE ENFTILED fo @ FAIR IRiL IN wHicH FHETR DUE—PROCESS RiGHES GRE SOFEGUARDED.

IN COSES oF PRISONERS CONVICHED BY HHE SECWRiHY CoVRE FOR EYERCISE OF FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON OR @sSociatioN But wHo Have
ALREADY BEEN RELEQSED, RESCIND HHE ACCESSORY +EN—YEOR PENOLEY oF DEPRiVAHON oF civil RigHts anp +oke LEGAL MEGSURES 4o
EYPUNGE HIE CRIMINAL CONVICHON TESELF FRoM HHIETR RECORDS. THE CASE FILES OF SUCH PRISONERS SHOWLD BE REVIEWED 8S SOON
s PossiBLe BY fHe MiNisIRY oF Justice, anp GPPROPRIGME LEGAL REMEDIES SHOULD BE UNDERFAKEN o REINSHAIE HHE civiL RigHis
OF HESE INDIVIDVALS GNP ERASE HHE CRIMINAL CONVICHONS.

Take iMmeDiate stePs +o cease He PRAcHCE oF RBIRARILY DENYING PASSPoRIS anb PuBLic—SECHoR EMPLOYMEN} 40 FORMER
PoLHicaL PRISONERS.

Take GPPROPRIGIE LEGAL MEASURES +0 DECRIMINALTZE PEQCEFUL PoLifical ackivity SN SYRia. ONE SiaNiFicant FiRst sHEP wollp BE
fo stRikE OR sugstantiaLLy RevisE HHE vAGUE ONp OVERBRoAD stafuies N HHE EMERGENCY Law OND PENAL CODE wHicH GRE USED
to PRoSECUIE NDIVIDUALS FOR FHE PEACEFUL EYERCISE OF HHE RIGH} +0 FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION GNP FREEDOM OF ASSOCiaHoN.
ENSWRE fHA+ CONFESSIONS GNP OFHER EVIDENCE GOHHERED UNDER FORFURE GRE TNOPMISSIBLE TN OLL CRIMINOL PROCEEDINGS,
TNCLUDING PROCEEDINGS BEFORE HE state SECWRIEY couwri.

END HHE TMPUNTY OF HHE SECWRTHY aPPaRatUs BY +AKING TMMEDTAHE anp PRACKCAL stePs 4o Make HIE COUNIRY'S VaRToLS SECURTHY
FORCES ACCOWNFOBLE FoR FHETR CONDUCE UNDER FHHE RULE OF Law, N +0 stoP HHe FoRFVRE oF DEFATNEES UNDER TNFERROGAHION.
Sucl SHEPS SHOWLD iNCLWDE $HE FOLLOWING:

1. (Ledar PueLic stafements BY SENiOR GOVERNMENE OFFicials, INCLUDING HHE PRESTDEN oF HHE REPUBLIC, fHE PRiME
MINTSTER aND HHE TNFERTOR MINTSTER DECLORING +HAE CONFESSTONS 0BFAINED UNDER H0RIURE ORE Not GPMISSTBLE @S EVIDENCE N
aNY CoWRE OF LAw TN SYRIA, INCLUWING HHE state secwritY courf.

2. [sSVE 0RDERS f0 EACH BRANCH oF HE SECWRIEY aPPaRAfus o cedse MMEDTBHELY HHE PRACHCE OF INCOMMUNTCADO
PEFENFION, GNP REQUIRE HHESE BRANCHES {0 CREGIE MECHANISMS GNP GUIDELINES {0 ENSURE GCCESS OF LOWYERS GND FamiLy
MEMBERS +0 DEFAINEES PROMPILY GFIER ORRESE. THESE MECHANISMS GND GUIDELINES SHOULD BE PUBLISHED iN HHE NationaL vaiLy
NEWSPAPERS So fHAF FAMILY MEMBERS AND LOWYERS will BE INFORMED oF HIETR RiGHIS oF dccess +o pEHIINED RELAFIVES anp
cLients.

3. ENSWRE fHat any iNeivipval wHo ALLEGES HHat HE oR SHE HaS BEEN forRIWRED Has HHE RIGHF o coMPLAIN 4o, anv +o
HAvE His OR HER cASE PROMPILY GNP TMPARETALLY EYOMINED BY, coMPESENE auitorities. SHEPS sHoup ge +aken +o EnsWRe HHat
HHe coMPLANANF OND wWiENESSES GRE PRo‘ECIED ACAINST OLL JLL—IREGIMENE OR INFIMIDAEION 8S @ CONSEQUENCE OF HiS OR HER
COMPLATNF OR GNY EVIDENCE GIVEN.

4, SECWRHY PERSONNEL OND OFFICERS wHo HAVE committep dcts oF $0RHWRE, 0R wHo HAVE BEEN CoMPLiCit iN dcts oF
FoRIVRE, SHOWLD BE PROSECVIED GNP, TF FOUND GUILEY, PUNISHED BY GPPRoPRiaHE PENALETES wHicH fake iNnto dccount HHE Grave
NOHURE OF SUCH OFFENSES.

Huvan Riguts Watel aLso calls VPoN PResDENt HaFez Asap fo INsHRucH RESPONSTBLE AUHHORTHES, UNDER HHE SUPERVISTON oF HIE
MiNistRY oF Justicg, 4o $HoRoVGHLY SNSPECH fHE PREMISES oF ALL PLACES oF DEFENETON AND INFERROGAHON SN Damascus anv
ELSEWHERE—INCLWDING, BUF Not LiMiHED 40, FAciLities UNDER HHE contRoL oF HHE PaLESHINE BRANCH oF MiLTHaRY INFELLIGENCE,
PoLitical Security, State SECWRTEY, anp AR FORCE INFELLIGENCE—GND COMPILE @ DEFATLED INVENFORY oF aLL foRFURE
MPLEMENFS OND DEVICES N HHESE Locations. ONCE NVENLORTED, FHESE HEMS SHOUD BE systematically REmovep FrRom fie HHESE
PREMISES NP PUBLicLY DESHROYED, SN HHE PRESENCE oF REPRESEN{AHIVES oF HHE MiNisIRY oF Justice.

To +He UNiep States (Governvent

THe TMPROVED BILJERAL RELAFONSHIP BERWEEN HHE (.S, aND SYRIAN GOVERNMENIS—AND CONEINUING HiGH—LEVEL piPLoMatic

contacts gehweeN HE fwo states—Presents aN iMPoRIANE OPPORIUNTHY FOR @ MORE AsSERFIVE anp vocal (LS. ROLE TN GPPRESSING
ONGOING HUMAN RIGHES VioLaHoNs TN SYRiA. WE WRGE HHE CLINFON APMiINISIRAFION +o @boP+ HHE RECOMMENDAFTONS N HHiS REPORY, aND
RATSE HHESE THEMS N DISCUSSIONS wWitH SENTOR SYRTON GOVERNMENS OFFTCiaLs, INCLUDING +HE PRESTDENE oF fHE REPUBLIC,
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PERSISTENE NP CONCERIED DiPLoMAtFIC INTHBHVES ON SPECIFIC HUMON RIGHES iSSUES HAVE PROPUCED RESULES ON HHE GROWND N
SYRja—HIe INFERNGHTONDL €AMPATGN FOR FREEDOM OF MOVEMENE FOR HHE SMALL SYRTAN JeEwisH coMMUNTEY §s ONE oF fHE Most NotdsLe
sueeesses, Human Ricuts Watel seLieves fat ofER SYRTAN CETZENS MERT STMILAR FORCEFUL @pvocdcy EFFoRES so HHat Hgy can  FuLLy
ENJOY HETR RIGHIS f0 LiBEREY NP SECWRHY OF PERSON, FREEDOM OF EYPRESSTON GNP OSSoCiatioN, PUE PROCESS aND FOTR RiAL, OND
FREebom oF Movement., QR sPeciFic recommenvations fo e CLinton Abministration are:

. INstruct U.S. emBassy sHaFF iN Damascus fo aHEND HIE ONGOING SECVRTHY CowrE HRiALS AND OBSERVE HHE PROCEEDINGS, N
0RPER {0 DEMONSERAHE e conecerN oF HE U.S. qovernvent aBovt fHE criMiNaLiZatioN oF PEdcerL Political activity SN Syria
N> coWRE PROCEEDINGS H#Hat FALL sHort oF INPERNGHONGL FATR—IRTAL SEANDARDS.

L [ssve PusLic REPORIS @BovE HHE FINDINGS OF HHESE RiAL 0BSERVA$IONS, INCLWING JOINF REPORIS PREPORED with RiAL OBSERVERS
FRoM OfHER EMBASSIES, OND Discuss HHE FINDINGS witH SYRIAN GOVERNMENE OFFicils oN @ PERioDIC aND CONFINUING BasTs.
° As viscussions PRocgep BERWEEN HIE U.S. aND SYRION GOVERNMENFS CONCERNING HHE ARGB—ISRAEL] PEACE PROCESS, ON @

PARALLEL fRACk UNDERIFBKE SERjOUS EFFORIS f0 ENGOGE oFHER SYRiAN QUiHORTHES TN sugstantive +aLks aBovt HWMON RiGHEs
TSSUES AND CONCERNS, INCLWDING HHE RECOMMENDAFIONS TN HHiS REPORY,

[ [PENFIFY SPECiFic aND MEASURABLE iNpicatoRs FoR VSE BY SENiOR (.S. GovERNMENE oFFicials 4o assess anp PuBLicly REPORE ON
He steps BeiNG +akeN BY HHE SYRiA GovERNMENT fo REMEDY HUMAN RiGHFS PROBLEMS GNP ENSURE BASTC Civil anp Polifical
RiIGHES FoR ALL SYRTAN cifizENS.

To e EvRoPEAN UNToN ano s MemBer States

[ ERoPEAN UNTON MEMBERS SHA4ES SHOWLD—IN @ CooRDINGIED EFFORI—iNsIRUCE DiPLomats a4 fHETR EmBAsSiES IN Damascus fo
atenp HHE ONGOING SECURHY colrt fRiALS AND 0BSERVE HIE PROCEEDINGS, TN ORDER +0 ENSWRE HHat HHERE iS ON INFERNGFONDL
PRESENCE OND SOME MEGSVRE OF fRANSPARENCY 8+ HESE SPARSELY aHtENpED BUF TMPORIANE RidLs. Sucl @ GESHURE will SEND @
sERoNG sTaNAL +o HHE qoverRnveEnt aBout HHE EU's coNCERN 880Ut HHE CRIMINGLIZAKION oF PEACEFWL PoLifical ackividty N SYRia.
Becavse Hie BRTEF #RTAL SESSIONS FOR ONY GROUP OF DEFENDANIS GRE SPACED MoNHHS APaRY, HHe DaMASCUS—BASED piPLomatic
COMMWNTEY 7S PARFTCULARLY WELL—SUHED f0 CBRRY out FULL $RjAL 0BSERVAEION, FRoM HE FiRst iNvEsHGatioN SESSTON o HHE
CONCLWDING SENFENCING SESSTON.

° THe EVRoPEAN ComMisSToN SHoULD, HHRoUGH s PERMANENt DELEGAHON N Damascus, INFHA4E MONHORING OF HIE ONGOING SECVRIHY
coWRY fRiALS, OND SHOWD, ON @ REGULAR BASTS, REPORY Back 4o HHE ReLevant DIRecHoRAE (JENERALS ON HHE PROCEEDINGS.
° Human Riguts Watey VRGeS HHe EWRoPEAN CoUNCiL oF MiNistERS anp HHE EVROPEAN ComMiSSioN $0 SERTOUSLY CONSTDER HHE

RECOMMENDAFIONS IN HHis REPORY, aNp cdlls VPoN HHE Council ane HHE CommissioN fo PRESENE @ PROGRESS REPORY ON HUMAN
RiGHFS iN SYRiA fo fHE EVROPEAN PARLIAMENS, N BCCORPANCE witH HHE commitmENE MAbE BY HHE ComMmissioN PURING HHE pEBYE
oN e Fourd Protocol oN FINANCIAL aND 4ECHNTCaL CooPERAFION witl SYRIA N DEcEmBER 1993,

. ON @ giLateradL gasis 8s weLL as N GPPROPRIAFE EVROPEAN UNTON FoRG, MEMBERS SHAHES SHOULD PRESS FoR HHE @voPHioN oF HHE
RECOMMENDAHIONS IN HHis REPORYE iN DiSCUSSioNS witH SYRTAN GoVERNMENT OFFicials, PARIICULARLY iN GPVANCE oF fHE NoVEMBER
1995 MEE¥ING TN BARCELONG Ha+ will BE AHENDED BY FOREIGN MINISERS FRoM ALL EURGPEAN UNTON COUNIRIES aND FWELVE
MeviHERRANEAN SHASES, SNCLUDING SYRid.

° MemBERS SHAHES SHOWD SHow RESHRATNF IN ORMS—EYPORY PoLicy +owdRD SYRTA UNHIL HHE Asd GOVERNMENE MOKES MEASUROBLE
PROGRESS ON HIE RECOMMENDAHIONS IN s REPORE. Human Ricuts watey Makes filis RECOMMENDBHION BASED ON HHE COMMON
CRI{ERTA FOR ORMS EYPORES GGREED {0 8Y HHE EWROPEAN Council iN s DECLARAFION ON NON—PROLIFERAHON aND ARMS EYPOR{S
jssuep @t s 1991 LWEMBOWRG MEEHING aND IN HHE CONCLUSTONS oF T#s 1992 LisBoN MEEHING. THESE CoMMON CRMHER|A INCLWDE
HHe ResPect oF HUMAN RiGHFS ON FHE PORY OF HHE COUNFRY OF FINAL DESEINGHION.

INTRODUCTION
"Becpuse HERE s No FoLIHCAL BCHivity, HIERE BRE No FoLi#icol GRRESHS Now. BUE iF oFFusHHoN oFiNiONS b
FANIHES BRE NoF BLLoweD Ho EXISE I Hlis COUNFRY, 7 MEANS #oF HHERE GRE No HumaN RiGHFS.”

—MeMBER OF AN UNGUFHORTZED Political GRouP. Human Rigris wWatcy iNFERVIEW, Damascus, Maren 1995,

"WE pip Not CHoosE SECRECY, [£ WAS FORCED ON US BY HHE GBSENCE OF FREEDOM OND PEMOCRACY,”
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—MEMBER OF AN UNGUFHORTZED PoLiHCAL GROUP wHo was #RIED BY HE SECWRIHY court, Human Riquts wWatel iNntERviEw,
ALePPo, APRIL 1995,

TRiALS OF BPMIHED aND SUSPECHED MEMBERS OF UNAUFHORIZED PoLTHCAL GROUPS CONFINVE BEFORE HE SUPREME SHate SECUWRTHY
Cowrt Because HHE SYRIAN GOVERNMENY will Not folerate Peacerul PoLitical pissent ane PERMIE oPPosiEion PoLitical Groups 4o
OPERAIE LEGALLY. [N INIERVIEWS witH SYRTANS 8CRoss HHE coUNIRY BEHWEEN MARcH 1995 anb May 1995, we HEAGRD REPEGHED CoMPLAINIS
agovt HiE Lack oF PoLiHicaL Freebom TN SYRTA aND HHE AUHHORTARTAN NGFRE oF HE RULE oF PRESTOENY HaFer aL—Asav, wio Has
EYERCSED COMPLEJE POWER SINCE 1970,

SYRTA'S SEVENFEEN MILLION CTHIENS CONFINVE $0 LIVE UNDER EMERGENCY Law. THE SHO4E OF EMERGENCY waS PECLARED oN MaReH 9,
1963, aND s SHLL iN EFFECE. EMERGENCY LAw EMPOWERS HHE PRIME MINISIER OF HHE REPUBLIC, ActiNg 8S fHE MARFTAL Lw GOVERNOR, OND
He MiNTSTER OF INFERTOR, @S PEPUEY MARFTAL LBw GOVERNOR, f0 BRREST PREVENFIVELY 8NYONE SVSPECIED OF ENDONGERING PUBLiC SECWRiHY
aND ORDER; GNP f0 BUHLORIZE TNVESHIGAION OF PERSONS GND PLACES 8F aLL $iMes, anp o DELEGAE aNY PERSON fo PERFORM fHEse tasks.
THESE BROGD POWERS HAVE BEEN EYERCTSED BY VARIOUS BRANCHES oF HE SECWRIY GPPARAIS, wWHICH FOR DECADES HAVE GRRESIED, DEFAINED,
aNp INFERROGAHED UNDER FORFURE HHOUSANDS TN SYRI without aNY FoRM oF Jwicial oversiaut. "NEfHIER He consHiHuiion, Nor HHE
LEGTSLAFURE OR ANY PERSON, Envisionep HHat [HiE state of eMERGENCY] wolld Last For MORE HHAN HHREY YEARS, HHAt T+ woLLD INCLUDE
He ENFIRE CoUNFRY, aND HHat TMPLEMENIING HHE EMERGENCY REGULGHONS wolLD SUSPEND fHE constifufion THSELF, @S weLL as ofter
Laws," @ SYRIAN LOWYER wRoHE IN @ DEFENSE statement sueMiteED fo HIE SECWRIY cowrt IN 1993.

IN coNVERSBHIONS wWitH SYRTANS GROWND HHE COWNIRY, WE HEARD DoZENS SPEDK oV witH SURPRISING FRANKNESS a8ovt HHe Asap
QovERNMENE. THEY LAMENIED HE systematic DISMANELING oF SYRTA'S ONCE—VIQOROUS INSEHVEIONS OF CiViL SOCTERY, wHiCH CULMINGHED witH
HiE SUPPRESSION OF TNDEPENDEN' PROFESSIONGL associations IN 1990. THEY aLso EYPRESSED NoHIING BUF BHHERNESS B0Vt ONE—PERHY RULE
UNDER HHE ARGE Ba'M SociaList Party.

Te SYRTAN CoNsHHVEON GRANES EVERY citizen e RiGHF +o FREE AND PUBLIC EYPRESSION oF HiS OR HER oPiNioN."” THe
ConsHHUFON BLso PRoVIDES For HHE RiGHE fo Par¥iCTPAME iN PoLitical LiFe anv states frat "[4lue Law sHaLL organize Hifis
PARHCTPAHON"  BUt, as SYRTAN LawYERS GRE Quick to PoiNt ouf, HIERE 7S No LBw BY wiicH PoLitical Parifes can seek Leqal status,
"ere s No LEGAL PoLiical oPPosition. THE REGIME s Not BUILE ON FREEDOM FOR PoLitical PartES, But oN HHE DOMINONCE OF ONE
Pardy anp HiE PaREiES ALTONED wit TE N HiE [NaFonaL ProgressivE] FRoNE" ONE PROMINENE DaMAscUs LAWYER H0Lb Vs, ECHOING HHE
SENFIMENTS OF MANY oHHER cifizENS.

SoME critics oF e GovERNMENY sy $Hat consHHUEioNAL REFORM iS NECESSARY BEFORE ONY MEONINGFUL PoLitical CHANGE caN
fake PLace iN SYRIA. THis, HHEY BRQUE, iS BECAUSE HIE CONSEHUEION FORMALLY RECOGNTZES HHE PRiMACY ofF HHE Ba'H ParEY anp s
LEQDERSHTP oF HHE NatioNdL PROGRESSIVE FRoNY, @ GROVPING OF ST SMALLER PoLikicaL PARFES wilicH GRE SUBSERVIENE fo HE B N
EVERY IMPORIONY RESPECH

'Law For @ SHate oF EweRGENCY, Lecisiative Decree No. 51 (1962), Artiete 4(a).

*ArticLe 38 oF e 1975 consEuiion states iN iis PerINENt ParE: "Every cifizen sHaLL Wave HE RiqHE fo EYPRESS HiS OPINTON
PUBLiCLY OND FREELY, N SPEECH, WRIFING AND OFHER FORMS OF EYPRESSTON aND fo PARHCTPAE N HHE woRk OF CoNFROL aND HE VOTCING OF
ConSHRUCHVE cRiFicism AIMED 40 ENSWRE HiE SAFERY oF HHE SERUCHRE oF HE HomELAND ane HHE Nation anp 4o EnHance HE socialist
REGTME."

‘ConsHifvtion of 1973, ArficLe 26.

“Tiese siy PartiEs GRe: e SyRiaN Communist Party (Kualiv Bakeash wing), HE SYRiaN Comminist Pardy (Youser Faisal wing), #e
Arag SociaList Union, HHe ARag SociaList Pardy, HHe Socialist Unionists, anp e Democratic SociaList UNionists. THE Democratic
SocidList Unionists, @ Breakawdy GRoVP From HHE Socialist Unionists, Joined #HE Front in 1998,
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Tie PreaveLE fo HE constHVEON states fuat hie Arag Ba't Socialist Party Leavs He National PRoGRESSIVE FRoNY, anp
avps Hat +e Front "Has eeeEN EsHABLISHED TN @ DEVELOPED FRAMEWORK SOETSFYING HHE NEEDS aND INFERESES oF HE PEOPLE GND ORIENIED
+o MOKE oF HE MOSSES..d UNTFIED PoLitical orRGANIZAHON."” [+ is HE BBSENCE oF LEGAL PoLiical oPHoNs oUtSDE HHE FRAMEWORK OF
e Front $HaE coNSERAINS MEANINGFUL PAREICIPAEION TN PUBLiC aFFAiRS. "IF 8 PERSON wands +o work IN PoLitics oubsive He ParREES
oF i FRONE, HE wWiLL BE UNDER SURVETLLANCE, GCCUSED OF @ CRIME, +RiED BY HE SECWRIY CoRYE, NP SENFENCED HARSHLY," @ LAawYER
REMARKED. "IF @ PERSON wRiHES @ DECLARAHON AGaINSt HHE GOVERNMEN} OR BELONGS f0 AN fLLEGAL GROVP, LE fS BCCUSED OF CONSPIRING
AQAINSt HiE SECWRIY oF HE SHATE. AS LAWYERS, WE kNow HHat i is @ vioLaHoN oF INFERNBHONGL HUMAN RiGHES quarantees.”

MaNy SYRiANS GRE Dismissive aBout HHE PoLidicaL Parties fHat Joined HHE Ba'H Par#Y iN HHe Fronk. DR. Aumav Faver aL—
Fawaz, 8 sivHY—oNE—YEGR—OLD PIUYSTCIAN wHo was BRRESHED N 1980 GNP SENHENCED fo FIFIEEN YEGRS BY HHE SECWRIY Cowrt IN 1994, Put
H His wayY IN HHE wWRTHEN vEFENSE statement ot He suemitep af dis friaL:

THERE GRE No MORE #RULY AcHvE 0RGANTZAHONS TN HHE COUNIRY ON HHE PoLiHical LEvEL, EVEN HHE RULING PAR$Y THSELF
REMBINS ONLY @ SHELL OF @ PARHY, wHILE # 7S N Fact oNE oF HHE PROPAGANDA SYStEMS Hat SERVE HHE REGIME...THE
NaHoNAL PROGRESSIVE FRONF fs Not IN ONY way @ DECISTONMAKER, aND i+ ConsHHUIES ONE OF HIE EYAMPLES oF HiE
PEPRIVAFION OF HHE PugLic's PoLiticaL RicHts. THE MEMBER PAR}TES oF #HE FRONF HOVE STGNED witH HHER OwN HANDS
{0 qive WP He RiGHF OF TINDEPENDENT PoLitical activism, FoR +HE PURPOSE OF BECOMING PR} oF HHE DECORAFION NP
PROPEREY OF ON QUHHORTHY HHat DoES Not HAvE @ FUwRe.’

A Lawyer N Latakia, HE HoMe PRoVINCE oF HlaFez aL—Asap, evPuasized Hiat HHE STV PaRHES PARFICTPAEING N HHE FRont wit +HE Ba'Hy
"aive HE TMAGE oF PoLikical PLURALiSM" witHout GNY SEMBLANCE oF svgstance. "THese Par}iEs ARE Not EVEN REGISIERED OR LTCENSED.
THEY €N ONLY DisHRiBUIE HIETR NEWSPAPERS f0 MEMBERS GND FRIENDS, GND CaNNot SELL Hiem fo g Puelic," He saiv.

A SENIOR FIGURE TN ONE oF HIE PoLitcal Parties N HHE FRoNE, wHo 8skep Not BE NAMED, ConcEDED o Us Hiiat His ParY's
NEWSPAPER iS UNLTCENSED anD REsHRicHED, "JoURNGLISM fs IN HHE HANDS oF HHE GoverRnmEN:," He safo. "PoLitical Par$ies Have HUETR owN
PaPERs, BUf HHESE GRE Not oFFicial NEwsPaPERs. Owrs s PRINFED aND DiSTRiBUIED OPENLY, BUf 4 cannot B2 solp N kiosks. M is e
saME HIiNG Wit oWR Macazine. e aobep Hat fHe LAck oF @ LICENSE FoR HIESE PUBLICAIONS BRINGS with T+ ofER PRogLEMS, "PRint
SHOPS will Not PRINF GNYRHING #HA+ 7S Not GPPROVED BY HE SECURTHY GPPARAIUS. WHEN wE want +o PRIN, Hlg secredary of e Front
Must Review [He PusLications]" As we continuep o faLk, HE apmitep fiat He PoLitical Parties N HHE FRont 8RE LiMitep N HHEIR
8L 4o crificize: "We GRE Not GN oPPosHioN PaREY. We ParR}iciPate iN HHE GovernmeNt. THS QivES us CERHAIN RESPONSTBILTHES.
THERE §S @ MORGIN, OND WE HAVE SoME FREEboM, within [HHe condevt] of HE NationaL ano PueLic interest" He aLso coneepep gt
LEGTSLAHIVE INHHEHVES BRE LONG OVERDUE N SYR7A: "WE HAvE Gskep OPENLY FoR @ PoLifical ParR+iEs Law GNP @ PRESS anp PusLications
Law. THERE 8RE PAR}TES, BUF No Law FoR Political Parties. THERE GRE PUBLiCAFIONS, BUF No Law [0 License ano requiate fueml"

SYRIANS Now N HHETR Forfies, FiFHiES aNp SiYHiES REMAIN DEEPLY dFFECiED BY fHE AccuMULAtED EFFECES OF SEVEROL DECADES OF
ONE—PARHY RULE aND HHE EYFINGUISHING OF HHE COUNERY'S NONVIOLENF PoLibical oPPosition. "Over @ PERTOD oF PwENIY—FIVE YEBRS, HHiis
CLIQUE OF MILHARY RULERS HAS CHANGED HHE SIRUCHRE oF oWR society," saiv @ resivent of Latakia. "PEGPLE SHowp g2 FREE fo OPFOSE,
Yo criticize, Tis 7S wHat HUMAN RiGHES MEANS fo ME. | @M Lost. | poN'F BELTEVE TN ONYHHING," @ UNTVERSTHY PROFESSOR iN DaMascus
foLb us witH PEEP SOPNESS.

"PoLitical ackivity iN HE COUNIRY HAS BEEN CRUSHED, GND EVERY FaMiLy N SYRA Has geen foucien 8y Hiis," said an ENaiNeer
wHo MAINFBTINS LiNks +o oPPosHioN PoLitics gub onLY TN HHE Most CLANDESHNE MANNER, "Because HERE s No PoLitical ackivity, HlERE
ORE No PoLitical arrRests Now. But iF oPPosiHioN oPINToNS aNb activities aRe Not aLLowep fo EYiSt IN HHiS couniry, H mEONS 1ot
FHERE BRE No HUMAN RiGHES," HE BRGUED, @ POINE MADE BY OHHER SYRTANS wHOM wWE INFERVIEWED. "WE No LONGER HAve instHuiions of

"THis s FORMALTZED N ARFCLE 8 oF HE consFHAVEON, wHicH TDENFFiES HE B'atl Party as "HiE LEADER PAREY N SOCTER anD HIE
state" anp stipwates Hiat fie B'atl "sHaLL Leab @ NakionaL PROGRESSIVE FRont Hiat works fo WNHE HE capacities of Mg MassES oF
Hie PegPLE {0 servE HE SNFERests oF HHe ARag NatioN."

“Derense statement vatep Fegruary 20, 1994,

"IN{ERVIEV, Damascus, Marey 1995.
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civiL sociedy," 8 Lawyer IN His sivties saiv. "EvEN HE PROFESSTONGL aND SCTENATFIC SYNDICBHES, wHicH 1A BEEN INDEPENDENE, Now GRE
PaR: of Hig system. THERE s No RiGHF $0 BSSEMBLY AND EYPRESSION, No RiGHF 40 work PoLitfcaLLy."

SYRIAN GOVERNMENY OFFicials took SHARP YCEPHON +o HIESE views. THEY EMPHAsizED HHat HHE CoUNIRY s FREE FRoM HlE
PoLitical vioLENCE #at iS wWRACKING oFHER states IN HHE REQTON, suel 8s ALGERTA anp EqYPE "THe 4rub s Hiat we LivE IN SECURTY
aNp SHABILHHY TN SYRIA," NEwLY GPPoiNIED MinTsteEr of Justice Hussein Hasown 4olo us. "We are Prowb Hat He Ricuts of Hig ciHizen
RE PRotectep anp HHAE His LTBERIES GRE GUARANIEED BY Law. | JHINK wWE HAVE BEEN Misswaep 8y fHese [Human RiqHEs] oraaNizaoNS
tuat 4Ry 4o misrePresent reality.™

MiNister oF SHate For FoReiGN AFFATRS NasER G@PUR ACkNOWLEDGED HHat SOME RiGHFS GRE Not ENJOYED FULLY, BU HE SIRESSED
fat SYRTA s SHLL iN @ SHAE oF waR witl [SRAEL anp fHat PARE oF SYRIAN FERRIHORY 7S 0ccuPiED, "WE Have +o ENFORCE some
restrickions [on RiqHis] to EnsURE HE SHABILTEY oF HHE COUNERY OND HHE HEALH OF SOCTE. WE 8RE DEALING witl 0CccUPAHoN anp
AQGRESSION, GND WE BRE #RYING 0 PRo‘ECH 0WR Soctedy" THe mintstEr dlso saiv +Hat, QIvEN HHE CONFINUING SHBHE OF waR witd [SRAEL,
EMERGENCY Law "is Not @ sHame. Bub mavge e GPPLICAHONS GRE CREQHING e @BUSES. THE PRESTDEN' SIRESSED BEFORE PARLIAMENS

MORE AN ONCE H1iat EMERGENCY Law MUt BE GPPLIED withiN HHE NARROWESH oF LiMits anp witl oreat care."’

MiNtstER oF INFERTOR Muamep Harea sai +hat e Hav "ForcoHeN" agovt HHUE EMERGENCY Law BECAUSE i+ HAS BEEN N FORCE
ForR so Long. "EverY state Has e RiGHE $0 SNVOKE EMERGENCY LAw...EMERGENCY LOws GRE JUSHFIED wWHEN You GRE SN 8 SHA4E oF wWoR.
WHEN HIE SHB4E OF WaR 7S GONE, HIEN HHE REGSONS FOR HHE EMERGENCY Laws pisaPPear."”

MaNy SYRiaNs SEe e STHUAHION DIFFERENILY, BUF VERY FEw DARE to sPedk out dgovt . ONE wio b s Salim Kuair Befk, a
PoLiHicaLLY TNDEPENDENE ENGINEER wHo woS PEFATNED witHout CHARGE FoR FWELVE YEGRS BECAVSE OF @ SPEECH HE DELIVERED N APRIL 1990
at 8 MEebiNG oF HHE ENGINEERS SYNDTCAHE SN Damascus.” IN His #Ridl BeFore HE SECWiY cowrt N 1993, Kair Befk Mape @ PLE@ FoR
FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION ONP ASSOCTOHioN IN HiS COUNIRY:

Mucy 7S S@7> OF FREEDOM GND DEMOCRACY aND HIEIR SPECTFICHEY IN Hiis CouniRY. DoesnN't Hat mean it HiE citizen
Has He RiGHF o His FULL CiHZENSHTP, UNDIMINISHED, wHicH ENGBLES HiM +o PARFCTPAIE N HHE LIFE OF HiS HoMELAND
aNp fo EYPRESS His OPINIONS ON OLL fSSUES, witHout HHE FEAGR oF Ny REPRESSIVE actions? Or fs pEMocracY fie
RiGHE oF SUPREMACY oF oNe PAREY [over @ countrY], or §s 7+ HE RiGHE oF HHE oPPosTioN o EXist, g2 ackive, anp
SUPERVISE HHE RULER ON HHE BASTS oF @ CORRECH CONSEHAVETON BND LAW? . STRS, IF | @M iN @ DREAM, wake Mg wp.”

A veFENSE 8HORNEY MADE @ STMILAR BRoBP APPEAL ForR HHE RESTORAFION OF HUMAN RiGHES N SYRIA IN @ wWRIHEN DEFENSE
statevent Hat e suemitHep fo HHE SECWRTEY cowrE N 1993, He arRQUED fHat fHe NAEIONAL SNFERESE REQUIRED HHE FoLLowing:

[TermiNGEiNG HHE SEHE OF EMERGENCY, ENSURING GENERAL FREEDOMS, SECWRTY 1HE RUE OF Law GND JHE TNDEPENDENCE
OF HHe JWICiaRY, CONCELLING FHE EMERGENCY L@wS OND CoVRES, RELEASING PoLitical PRISONERS, STOPPING FORIURE aND
LL—IREBIMENF OF PRISONERS, OND LEQTSLAFING @ MOPERN Law For [PoLitical] parties fuat quarantees Hig
PaR$ICTPAHiON oF HHE CiHZENS TN RUNNING HHE GFFQIRS OF HHE COUNIRY.

THROUGH HHE CONFINVING USE OF HARSH MEBSURES AGAINSt Political activists—iNCLWDING $0RIRE, LONG—FERM DEFENFION without
CHORGE, LENGHHY PRISON SENFENCES BY HHE SECURTHY COoURY, GNP CONFINVING PRESSURE NP PUNTSHMENT ON PRISONERS GFFER RELEGSE—HE

INERViEW, DamMascus, MareH 29, 1995,

INFERVTEW, Damascus, APRIL 10, 1995,

“INfgrvigw, Damascus, Octoger 15, 1994,

"For iNFORMBEION BB0UE HHE EVENES LEGDING VP 4o fHE COVERNMENE'S CRACKDOWN ON NPEPENDEN} PROFESSIONGL Bssociafions iN 1990,
SEE MivbLe East Waked, SYRid Unvdskep: JHE SUPFRESSIoN oF fluvan Ficuts gy #ie Asdp Fecime (fan Ricuts wated Books, YaLe

UniversTHY Press, New Haven anb Lonpon: 1991), PP, T5—14 anb PP, d5—a,

" See Carier Five For avvitional iNFormation dBout fHE cdse of Satim Kuair Beik.
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SYRTAN GOVERNMENY 1as Mave HE PRCE oF Political oPPosiion eYfRemeLy Hiq. "THe camMPaiGN oF REPRESSTON aGaiNst PoLitical
PARHES HAS CREGIED @ SHAtE OF HORROR GMONG CTHTZENS," OBSERVED 8 CRIHC wiho LIVES TN ALEPPO GND waS HIMSELF @ PoliHical PRISONER
FoR MANY YEBRS. THE MAIN PROBLEM, GCCORDING +o ONOHIER VEFERAN PoLitical ackivist, is +Hat "HiE wEAPON aqainst Political work SHLL
stanvs. Tie HHRead of pEfentioN Remains @ Fact of LiFe" Buf, He avoep, "We Have fo atemPt do BRING Back PoLitics into Hiis
socied.

Hvman Rigrts waten/MivoLe East n Juy 1995, \oL.7, No.d



1. THE SUPREME STATE SECURITY COURT: OVERVIEW

"PresoiNG JWGES! THE NOME OF YoUR COURFE SMPLIES PARFALIEY F0 ONE SIDE BGAINST HHE OMER: HF IS FHE ‘SHOHE
SECURIY covrt.” HERE | dsk: WHERE 7S FHE iNpivivUdL's SECURFIYF WHo ESHFBLISHES HiS RIGHES BGOINSF HE SHFFE in
tuis caser”

—EyYcerPH FRoM HHE WRIHEN DEFENSE statement suemitten +o hiE SECWRIY cowrt SN 1993 8y Satim Kuair Beik, a
FORFY—STH—YEAR—OLD ENGTNEER wWHO was DEFANED witHout CHARGE FoR WELVE YEORS.

" folb HiE cowRE BB | B 3 MEMBER oF HE FaRFY., | PEEL MAF HF s oUR RIGHE o EViS”

—AkRAM AL—BUNNT, FHIREY—NINE YEARS oLD, DEFOINED SINCE 1987 GNP Now ON RidL FOoR MEMBERSHIP iN HHE PaRIY For
Communist Ackion, N UNAUHHIORTZED PoLitical GRovP. fluman RicHis watel iNtERviEw IN HHE SHA$E SECWRIY oW,
APRIL 1995,

IN 1992, SYRIAN autHoriHiES BEGAN +0 #RY HUINDREDS oF PoLitical activists, susPEctEd MEMBERS OF UNOUHHORTZED Political
QROVPS, OND INDEPENDEN} CRiFiCS OF HHE GOVERNMENE BEFORE HE SUPREME State Secwity Cowrt (maukamd G dL—pdwid aL—BLid, N
ARas?C), N EYCEPHONAL HIREE—IWGE CoWRE FHAE STES TN Damascus anp HAP BEEN LARGELY iNGckive UL HHat Year.” Some of e
PEFENPAONTS BROVGHE BEFORE HHE SECURTY COoWRE SINCE 1992 WERE GRRESIED 8S LONG G0 8S 1980, AND 0FHERS WERE DEFATNED N SUCCESSivE
BRRESH SWEEPS SN HHE YEORS HHat Followew."

One oF HHE FiRst cases 4RiEp BY HE SECWRIY CoWRY, HOWEVER, D> Not INVOLVE DEFAINEES wHo HAD BEEN HELD FOR MONY YEORS
witout 4RiaL. [+ was HIE PRoSECUEON oF HUMAN RiGHEs activists From e Commitiges For g DEFENSE oF Democratic Freepoms anp
Human Ricrts N Syria (CDF).” THey wav seen arResten in LAt 1991 aND EGRLY 1992, OND FEN OF HHEM WERE SENFENCED N MAReH 1992 4o
PRISON 1ERMS RANGING FROM FivE 40 JEN YEBRS, wHicH EFFECHVELY causeDd fHE COLLAPSE OF @ NOSCENF SNPEPENDENY HUMAN RiGHIS
MoveMEN} iNSTDE SYRTa.

INpiViDVALS SUSPECHED oF Links witl HIE MustiM BRoMIERHOOD BRE Not INCLWED iN HIESE 4RiALs. Most oF HlEM wERE aRREstED N g
EBRLY 19805 AND CONHINVE +0 BE HELD iN TAabMOR MILHARY PRISON, Located iN HHE PALMYRENE DESER} 200 KiLoME4ERS NoRHHEASE OF Damascus.
Many of HiE TaPMOR PRISONERS GPPEAR +0 BE HHE YOG RELGHVES OF SUSPECHED MusLim BROHIERS, OR TNDIVIDUALS NAMED BY OHHERS UNDER
FoRFRE, SoME OF HEM WERE JWENILES 8t HIE $iME oF HIETR GRRESE, SUCH 8S TaWFiQ AL—BLEIAN, wHo was SYFEEN YEARS oLd anp iN fenty
GRAPE WHEN HE was GRRESHED N 1981, AcCorDING f0 @ SYRIAN LAWYER. [lE REPORIEDLY s RELEASED oN MareH 21, 1995, Accorving o
INDEPENDENF SOURCES TN SYRT, MANY OF HHOSE wHo CoNFINVE 40 B2 HELD aF TAbMor PRisoN were "Riep" yEaRs dco By MiLitarY FieLp
COWRES, TN BRTEF PROCEEDINGS +HAt LACKED ONY SEMBLANCE OF DUE PROCESS. A SECWLAR PoLiical PRISONER wHo SPENF FIVE YEGRS TN TaPMOR
FoLp Us Hiat WHEN HE was FRANSFERRED FRoM TabMoR fo SEDNGYA PRISON N M@y 1992 HHIERE wWERE @Bovt 2,500 PRISONERS iN TabmoR. He
pESCRiBED HIE conpitioNs 8s "HoRRIFIC,"  anp apped: "THEY WERE BEGTEN DATLY OND HHETR HEALFH CONDTHIONS WERE PooR, WE could HEBR HE
VOTCES OF PEGPLE BEING BEGHEN OND FoRFRED." NERVIEW, DaMascus, APRIL 1995,

"IN 19%, FoR EXAMPLE, 880Ut 110 MEMBERS AND LEADERS oF #HE POPULAR NasERTHE QRGANTZALION, BN UNGUHHORTZED PoLTHCAL GROVP, WERE
ORRESIED., ABOVE ETGHIY WERE RELEGSED withiN HHREE MONHHS, BUE HE RESH REMAINED TN DEFENFTON. THERE WERE MORE RELEASES iN HE 1991
AMNESHY, LEQVING ETGHE LEGDERS OF FHE PARTY, wHo WERE 1RiED BY HIE SECWIHY cowt. THE cowrt's SWaMENt BQGINSH ONE OF HHEM, DR.
KuaLiv Naser, @ Puysician, is iN APPENDIY A,

"CDF wis Founpep iN 1999, For aopitionaL inFormakion, sz man Riqits wWater/MivoLe East, "Syria: Human Ricits Workers oN TRiaL,"
YoL. 4, [ss\e 5, Marey 9, 1992,
Hvman Rigrts waten/MivoLe East 12 Juy 1995, \oL.7, No.d




IN otHER +RidLs +Hat FoLLoweD, FEN— aND FIFIEEN—YEAR SENIENCES FOR NON—VioLEN} PoLitical activists wERE Not UNCOMMON.
As EYPLAINED BELow, FHESE INDIVIDVALS WERE CONVICHED OF VOGUE GNP OVERBROGP OFFENSES, SPELLED out iN HE PENGL CobE GND HHE
EMERGENCY Law, FHat ESSENFTALLY CRIMINALIZE PEACEFWL FREEDOM OF EYPRESSION AN 8sSociatioN. ONE PROMINENT DaMascus LAwYER
EYPLATNED HHE LENGHIY SEntENCES His way: "I is accorving to HE Logic oF He state. THESE PEGPLE GRE VSED @S EYAMPLES so Hat
OHIERS WiLL Not GEF Tbgds +o vo HiE same Hiing.""

IN MANY €BSES, HHE SENFENCES HANDED DOWN BY HHE CoVRE HAVE Not RESULIED TN LONG HERMS OF TMPRISONMENT BECAVSE HHosE
CONVictED Hap ALREADY BEEN DEFATNED FOR AN GMOUNT oF +iME EQuUAL Yo, 0R LONGER fHaN, FHETR SENIENCES. NeveRFHELESS, fHE EYIENSIVE
PERIODS OF DEENEION PRIOR +0 CHARGE aND FRiaL—witHout ANY FoRM OF Jubicial REVIEw—HAVE LEFF MONY SENFENCED PRISONERS
EMBTHERED BY AN EYIREME SENSE oF iNJUstice,

"[§ was 4EN YEBRS, HREE MONHHS OND FWENIY—HIREE DAYS BEFORE | was Pub BEFORE His CoWRE" ONE FORMER PRISONER 4oL us.”
SoME DEFAINEES HAP BEEN HELD witHout CLARGE SINCE 1990, aND WERE Not sEntENncED UNEIL 1994.° "OfiERs were iN pEfENEON FOR
SEVEN YEGRS BEFORE BEING BROVGHF BEFORE HIE SECURTHY coWRE. IN MY GROUP, HiEY CREGHED NEw [SECWRIY] FiLES FOR US SO WE Could BE
BROVGHF fo HHE CoRE," Saib @ PoLitical ckivist wHo HAD BEEN HELD SINCE 1996 BND wHOSE PROSECUFION bib Not BEGIN UNFIL 1992.”

DWRING HHE YEBRS fHat HHESE DEFAINEES WERE HELD witHout cHARGE, HHEY NEVER Hav HHE oPPORFWINTEY {0 cHALLENGE HHE
LAWFLLNESS OF HIEIR DEFENEION, 8S REQUIRED BY SYRTA'S 0BLIGAFIONS UNDER INFERNGHIONAL Law.”

LeaaL AvtHoriHY aNp PROCEDURES

Tie secwRiHY cowrt's LEQAL AURHORTHY fs DERIVED FRoM DECREE Law No. 47 OF 1968, wificl REPLACED HIE EYCEPHONAL MILIARY
Cowrts, CREQIED BY DECREE IN 1965, with HiE stAe SECWRIY cowrE. THiS Law EYEMPES HHE SECWRHY CoWRE FRoM HHE RULES OF PROCEDWRE
FOLLOWED BY REQULAR SYRIAN COVRis:

"“INJERViEW, DaMascus, APRIL 1995,
"INtERViEW, DaMascus, APRIL 1995,

“AMONG 7S GROUP was DR. Aumab Favez aL—Fawaz, @ sPecialist iN INFERNAL MEDICINE GND CARDIOLOGY wHo was BorN N 1934, e
wias arresteEp on OctoBer 6, 1990, FoR AFFILTAFToN witH $HE WNAUEHORTZED Communist Par#y—Polifical Bureau (CP—PB). For e First HiRee
YEBRS OF His DEFENFION, DR. Fawdz was aLlowed No vistts. e was sentenced o FiFtEeN YEBRS 8Y HIE SECWRIHY cowrE oN May 29, 1994, At
He +IME OF OUR MISSTON, HE waS N APRA PRiSON, AwaitiNg RELEASE.

THe Leaver of Hie (P—PB, SiYRY—FIVE—YEAR—0LD LAWYER Riab aL—TURK, was GRRESHED +wWENY pays aF4er DR, Fawdz. Riap aL—Turk
HAS NEVER BEEN CHARGED witH AN OFFENSE OND HAS BEEN DEFATNED FOR OVER MWENFY—FOWR YEBRS N AN iSoLaFioN CELL iN HHE BASEMENT OF
Hie MiLiary INFERROGAHON BRANCH oF MIL#aRY INFELLIGENCE iN Damascus. Wit HHE EYCEPHON OF ONE STYIY—MINUIE Visit FRoM His wiFE
aND DAVGHER N 1993, HE Has Not HAD contact with ofHER PRISONERS OR HE oUFSIDE wWORLD SINCE 1990, Human RicHts wWatel ReQuESTED
dceess 4o Rigp aL—TRK aND oHHER PRISONERS N @ LEHER HAND—DELIVERED 0 MiNiSHER oF INFERiOR Mwiamep Harea iN Damascus oN APRIL 1,
1995, BUF SYRiAN AUHoRiHiES NEVER Actep oN Hiis REQUESH. IN @ LEHER o PrResivent Asav patep May 3, 1995, Huvan Ricits Wated evPressep
CONCERN 880U+ RECENF, UNCONFIRMED REPORFS N Damascus Hiagd aL—TURK's HEBLHI was DEFERTORAFING AN HiS LIFE MiGH} BE TN DANGER. WE
WRGED HHE SYRTAN LEADER +0 ORDER HHE RELEASE oF Rigb AL—TURK FOR HUMANHARIAN REBSONS.

PINFERVIEW, SYRTA, APRIL 1995, NavE oF <74y withieLp gy Huvan Ricuts wated,

2 prticte 9(4) oF HE INFERNGFONAL Covenant on CiviL anp Polifical Ricubs states: "ANYONE wHo S DEPRIVED OF His LIBEREY 8y
aRRESE 0R DEFENFION SHALL BE ENFTHLED fo $AKE PROCEEDINGS BEFORE @ CoWRY, N ORPER fHat HHat cowrE MY DECTDE without DELAY ON HHE
LAWFLNESS oF Ilis DEFENFON AND ORDER i RELEASE iF H1E DEFENFION §S Not LawFw."
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THE RIGHF OF DEFENSE 8S PRESCRIBED IN RELEVANF LS NotwitHSHINDING, state SEcWRifY cowris aRE Not REQUIRED fo
FoLLow Jwicial PROCEDURES SHPULAHED N HHESE LAwsS DVRING GNY oF HHE PHASES oF TNVESHGAHON, INFERROGAHION OND
friaL,”

THE POWER OF REViEW OND RAFFICAtON oF HiE VERDICES oF HIE SECWRTHY Ccourt RESES wWith HHE MARHAL Law GOVERNOR OR His
DESTGNEE UNDER EMERGENCY Ldw, wHo CON NULLIFY HHE vERDICE, ORDER @ REFRTAL, OR LESSEN HHE SENFENCE. Lawyers folb us Hat
VERDICES ARE GPPROVED BY HHE MINISTER OF INFERTOR FOR CiviLTAN DEFENDANYS, OND HHE MINTSHER OF DEFENSE FOR MEMBERS OF +HE GRMED
FORCES, BASED ON AUHHORMY DELEGAIED +o FHEM UNDER EMERGENCY Law BY HHE MARHTAL LAw GOVERNOR. THE DECTSIONS oF HHE state SEcridy
R} caNNot B2 APPEDLED {0 @ HIGHER #R7TBUNDL, ds REQUIRED BY HHE INFERNAHONDL Covenant oN Civil ane PoLifical Riguts, +o wiiel
SYRia AcceveEp N 1969,

DeFenvaNts GRE REFERRED +0 HHE COURY BY VARTOUS DIVISTONS oF SYRiA'S SECWRHY aPPaRafUS.”™ Accorping 40 ONE EYPERIENCED
LAWYER wHO Has REPRESENIED cLients BEFORE HIE CoVRY, EdCH REFERRAL—— wHicH S iN fHE FORM oF @ MARITAL ORDER, PURSVAN o
EMERGENCY—Law POWERS—TS STGNED BY HE MINISHER oF INFERIOR. "THE MiNSHER SIGNS EVERY PAPER HE RECEIVES FRoM HIE SECWRTHY
PEOPLE—HE REALLY DoESN'® MOKe HHE ECiSON," HHE LawyER sam.”

Once @ vefaiNeE Has BEEN REFERRED fo HHE SECWRIHY coWRY BY @ MARETAL ORDER, HE OR SHE FACES @ SERJES OF SESSIONS BEFORE
Juwicial ofFiciaLs. THe FiRst SHEP s QUESHONING BY HHE state SECWRTY PROSECVIOR, wiicH DOES Not #8KE PLACE Wit @ DEFENSE LOwYER
Present. "WHEN HHE DEFAINEE 7S BROUGHE FRoM HHE SECWRTEY FORCES, HIE PROSECVIOR INFERROGEIES HiM aND DECTDES wiEHIER +o [Press
CHARGES] IN NINER—NINE PERCEN} oF HE CASES, HE PRESSES CHARGES OND HIE CASE s GIVEN @ NUMBER," ONE LAWYER folb s,

TS 7S FOLLOWED 8Y QUESHONING BY HHE TNVESHGAHING JwaE (b7 dL—fauara, N ARBBIC). ACCorving 4o Lawvers, Hiis
SESSTON 8LSo +aKES PLACE without @ LAWYER PRESENE. AFHER Hifis, HHE HRIAL COMMENCES iN ONE OF HIE COWRF'S Hvo CHAMBERS witH @
SERJES OF CONSECVHIVE SESSTONS—QUESHONING, PROSECUEION, DEFENSE, GNP SENFENCING—HHat HyPicaLLy arRe sPacep MontHS aPart at
MINIMUM,  THE FHREE—JUPGE PANEL iN EACH CHAMBER SNCLUDES w0 CIVILIAN JUPGES GNP ONE MILHARY JWGE, ALL oF HHEM GPPOINIED BY
PReSTPENt Asap.

Y ArticLe #a) oF Decree No. 47,

2prticLe 1(s) states: "EVERYONE CONVICIED OF @ CRIME SHALL HAVE HHE RiGHE 40 HiS CONVICHON BND SENFENCE BEING REVIEWED BY @
HiGHER 4RTBUNAL BCCORDING fo Law."

*THis was ConNFIRMED +o us BY Justice 'ALi Agbv aL—DHAHIR, HHE SHAHE SECWRTEY PROSECVRGR, IN ON INIERVIEW @F HIE CoWRE oN APRIL
4, 199s.

*INfeRviEw, Damascus, APRIL 1995.
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Tie PresTENt oF HiE cowrY, Justice Faver aL—NowRi, PRESIDES OVER ONE CHAMBER anp Justice 'AbiL MiNi PResibES over HiE
ohER, Justice aL—NowR] sai> HHat Justice Mini's covrt 7S IN SESSTON ON SAHURDAYS™ aND Monpays, anp At His OwN COURE CONVENES ON
Sunpays anp TiESPaYs. "We 8Re Not @ secret cowrb.LTHE RiaLs dre PusLic," Justice aL—Nowi folb us Last Yedr. Hle sai at fuat i,
aN> AGAIN TN 1995, HHat cowrt SESSTONS H#akE PLACE iN HHE PRESENCE OF LAWYERS, wit aLL iE RiGHES oF HiE DEFENSE RESPECHED,” A
DiSCUsSED N CHAPHERS Twvo aND THREE, wE Founp Hat Hiis Was Not Been Hie case.

CRiMiINGLTZAtION OF PEdCEFUL PoLiticaL Actividy

ForMER aND CURRENE POLHICAL PRISONERS, anND HHETR RELAHTVES, EMPHASTZED 1+ PEACEFL Political activists HAvE BEEN
SEVERELY PENALIZEP—IN SOME COSES, PEFAINED FOR UP f0 FWELVE YEARS witHout CHARGE oR Jwpicial ovERSTGHI—BECAUSE fHE GOVERNMENY
PoES Not FoLER@E PoLHicaL DissENt N FHERE 7S No LEQAL MECHANISM FOR ORGANIZING 0PPOSTioN PolLitical Pories.

SYRiAN LOwYERS OGREED, OND SHRESSED +Hat DEFENDONS WERE BEING PROSECUIED BY HHE SECWRiEY COURE FOR EYERCTISING HHIETR
most Basic RiGHEs, INCLWING fHE RiGHF +o FREE @ssociafioN ano HIE RiGHE fo Hold GND EYPRESS Political jpeds. ONE LawYER +olb Us
fat He Hav PracHicep BeFoRE HE COVRY ONLY 8S @ GESHRE oF SOLIARHY witl "PRISONERS OF GPINION, EVEN FHoUGH | 8M PERSONALLY
oPPOSED fo HIEIR PoLitical views. | pib Not HoPE For oR eyPect justice Hle avpep: "[ witNESSED RiALS WHERE HHE ONLY CRIME was
REBPING HHE NEWSPAPER OF GN OPPoSHioN Political ParRty anv HE SENFENCE was FiFfeen Years."™

IN 1993, #He state SecuRHY PRoSECUIOR PRESSED CHARGES AGATNSt ON iNpivibual wHo aoMiHed +Hat HE was @ MEMBER OF ON
UNAUHHORTZED PoLitical PaRFY. THE DEFENDAN' was CHARGED witd "0PPosSiNG HHE Godls oF HHe REVOLUHON BY HOLDING MEEFINGS, PROVOKING
PiSHURBANCES, GNP SPREADING FALSE iNFORMBHION FOR HHE PURPOSE oF SHAKING HHE CONFIDENCE oF HHE MAsSES iN HHE aims ofF He
RevoLulion." His DEFENSE LAWYER GRQUED, IN 8 wRIHEN Statement sugmiHep 4o HHE CoWRY, 1At HIE CHARGE waS BASED ON ONLY ONE
PiECE oF EVIDENCE Hiat HE PROSECUIOR Had PRESENIED 40 HIE CoVRE: @ Political LEaFLEY, patep JaNVARY 1991, Founp iN HE pEFENDANY'S
Hove Hat criticized SyRia's PaRHCTPAFON IN HHE U.S.—LED MLIHARY ALLiANCE Hiat was createp aFter [RaQ's vasion of Kuwai iN
Avaust 1990, "THe 0RDER CHARGING MY CLiENt Db Not DIFFERENFAE BEIWEEN HIE Godls of e RevoLukion anp HHE paiLy PolificaL
PosiHONS oF HE REQiME," HIE LAWYER 8RQUED, "EVEN TF Hiis Law [0PPosiNG HHE Godls of HE RevoLubion] was LEGTHMAIE,
HYPOHIERCALLY, 7 €ALLS FOR HHE CONVICHON oF HoSE 0PPoSING +HHE Godls of HHE RevoLukion anp Not e paiLy PoLitical Positions [of
e reqimel"

IN @ wRiIHEN PEFENSE statement sueMmittep +o HHE SECURHY courE TN 1992 ON BEHALF oF His CLiENES, GNOFHER LAWYER wRotE
e Following: "THe Ba'tH ParIY was EstaBLisHED 40 FiGHE INJUSHICE anND OPPRESSTON...CTHIENS HAVE HHE RiGHE fo CRIHICTIE OND OPPOSE
s ParREY, or aNY PAREY Hrey pistike" He argues Hat "hie rigHt fo Political anp NFELLECHAL dckivism s @ NafuraL riqHt," anp
cidep 4 UNiversaL DecLaration of Human RigHis ane e INFErNAEIONAL Covenant oN CiviL anp Polifical Ricuis (ICCFR), REMINDING HHE
covr} gt SYRia dcceped do HE ICCPR N 1969, THE LAWYER'S statement contiNvED:

IN 1973, +He SYRTAN ConstiHUHON GRANIED ALL PoLitical FReevoMs N ARFiCLE 26 anp HHE arFicLes HHat FolLLowep .
Anp BLHIVGH ARKCLE 3 oF i ConsttUbion MabE MIE LEGPERSHTP oF HE SoCiEl anp ME SIIE 8 MoNoFoLY of HiE
NationaL [Proqressive] Front UNbER HHE LEGDERSHTP oF HHE ARAE Ba'HH Socidlist Pardy, i viv Not make PoLifical

"I+ aPPears +Hat HHE COURF DOES Not CONVENE EVERY SBHURDAY. WHEN wE GRRIVED 8 FHE COURF ON SatWRDAY, APRIL 8, 1995, WE WERE
foLo +Hat HHERE WS No SESSiON HHat vay.
[# s aLso PiFFTeWLt 4o 0BHAIN INFORMBHON 8F HIE CoVRY GBovE HHE SCHEDWLE ON GNY GIVEN aY. FOR EXGMPLE, WHEN WE BRRIVED 8t
HE coRE oN TUESPAY, APRIL 18, 1995, WE FOUND ON EMPHY COWRFIRooM. WE TNGUIRED OF SEVERAL COVR} OFFICTaLS §F HHE COURY woULD CONVENE
Hat vaY. No ONE WE SPOKE with €oWD GNSWER OUR QUESHION. WE FINGLLY wENt +o HHE OFFFCE oF HHE SHBtE SECURTY PROSECUFOR, wHo LSO
pi> Not kNow TF PRISONERS wolLb BE BROVGHE BEFORE HHE COWRY 41at vaY. WE waHep, anp FINALLY kNEw HHat PROCEEDINGS wolld fake
PLACE WHEN 8 SECWRTHY fRuck, witH PRISONERS PULLED UP N FRONF OF HHE BUILDING.

*INterviEw, Damascus, Qctoger 15, 1994,
“INfERViEW, Damascus, Marey 28, 1995

*INtervigw, Damascus, Marer 1995,
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ackivism e eycLusive PeErRoGaEvE of HHE [FRont] THis Leaves e sPace For every cifizen fo EYERCISE Wis
PoLitical RigHEs aND 0BLIGAHTONS FULLY, S aN TNPIVIDUAL 0R PAR} OF @ GROVP witHiN ON ORGONTZAFION 0R @ PARY...AD
GOVERNMENE OR PAREY 0R FRONE OR REVOLUEION HAS HHE RIGHFE #0 witiholo FHE RIGHE oF Folitiedl dctivism”

THe state sECWRHY Cowrt PRoSECUtOR, Justice 'ALi Agou aL—DHAHR, PRESENIED @ DIFFERENY View. HE foLb Us Hat pEFENDONFS
BROVGHE BEFORE +HE COURY GRE iNDIVIDVALS wWHo HAVE ENGACED iN aNti—state activities witd HHe @M oF oVERFHROWING F+HE GOVERNMENT.
He iNsistep H1a+ No ONE was PRoSECUIED FoR PoLifical criticisM BLONE, BUF #jat cases BEFORE HIE CoVRE TNvOLVED "ENEmY
ORGANIZAHONS WORKING $0 OVERFIROW HHE GOVERNMENE"

> EmPYAs/s BopED.
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As HE PROSECUIOR CONFINVED SPEBKING, HOWEVER, HE EYPANDED HHE DEFINHION oF 8N ENEMY oRGANTZ&HoN: "W Have @ Front
SYSIEM WHICH TNCLWES ALL PoLitical PARHTES. WHOEVER 7S working [PoLiticaLLy] ovtsive #He [NationaL Proqressive] FRont s working
acainst Hie state" We askev HE PRosECUioRr 8BovE DEFENDANES wio BRGUE +Ha$ HEY HAD No clofce Bub +o conpuct HIETR Political
WORK. TLLEGALLY, oUtsiDE HHE SEVEN—PaREY FRONY, BECAUSE HHERE iS No PROCESS IN SYRIA FoR oPPosiion Political Pardies 4o oBtaiN
LeqaL status. "We fURN 7 gack oN fem" He RePLiEp. "THe system HERE s BUILE ON MANY PoLifical PaRFIES. Not ONE PAREY RULES HiE
COUNIRY, BUF MANY, HHROUGH HHE FRONY, wiicH PRESENES HHE OPINTONS oF aLL PoLidfcaL Parties."”

SECWRHY court PRESIDENE BL—NOWR] ALSO DEFENDED HHE COWRE'S ROLE, AND SHRESSED Hat No ONE HAS BEEN TMPRISONED FOR His oR
HER BELJEFS:

THe PWRPOSE oF HIE COWRE S $0 #RY INDIVIDUALS wHo GRE 8GAINSE HHE REVOLVEON...THOSE TN PRISON WERE with GROUPS
Hat coMMiHED VIOLENCE OR BRE CALLING FOR 8 ViolEnt overMiRow [oF HHE GoverRnmENE]. THERE fs @ vERY cLE@R
CHARGE FoR HHis: BELONGING +0 AN 0RCANTZAHION with @ PoLitical manvate +o USE VioLENCE 40 ENCOVRAGE PEQPLE OR
ENCOVRAGE SOLDTERS +0 OVERFHROW HHE GOVERNMENY.

WE Do Not CHARGE PEGPLE FoR CRiHCISM ONLY, BUF FOR BELONGING to @ PoliticaL organization Hat Has as s sole
aiM +o ovErRFIRow HHE GOVERNMENY BY MEANS OF FORCE..WE Do Not PUt PEOPLE iN JAIL FoR HIETR BELiEFS., We Put
THem N PRISON FoR BELONGING fo 1ERRoRISH oraANTZAIONS.”

Most peFenpants fRTED BEFORE HHE SECWRiHY CoURY HAVE BEEN CHARGED witH ONE OR MORE OF HHE FOLLOWING OVERLY BRoAD
OFFENSES:

J THe FELONY oF "0PPOSING ONY OF HIE GodLs OF HIE REVOLUHON, 0R 0BSHRUCHNG HHESE GodLs HIROVGH CoMMiHING
PEMONSTRAFIONS, BSSEMBLIES, OR CONDUCHING DISORDERLY Acts, 0R INCTHING FHEM, OR PUBLISHING FALSE iNFORMBFION witH H+HE M
OF COUSING DISORDER NP SHOKING HHE CONFIDENCE oF HIE MASSES N HIE aivs of HE RevoLubion," Pirsuant o Article 3(g) o
Decree Law No. 6 oF 1965.

. THE FELONY OF MEMBERSHIP SN @ SECRe} orgaNization "creater 4o clanGE HE EConoMic oR socidl sIRUCIWRE ofF e state or
e FUNDOMENIAL FagRIC OF socied," Pursuant to Arkicte 306(1) oF HHE PenaL Cove.”
o THE FELONY oF "acdions HELD 4o BE INCOMPAEBLE with HHE iMPLEMENIAYION oF HE Socialist orpER N HIE e wWHEHHER HHEY

ARE WRIHEN, SPOKEN OR ENGCHED, OR COME 880U+ HIROVGH ONY MEANS OF EYPRESSION 0R PUBLICAtioN," Pirsuant +o Article 3(a)
oF Decree Law No. 6 oF 1965.

ACCorRDING +0 LAWYERS, HUNDREDS OF DEFENDANIS HAVE FACED HIESE VAGUELY FORMULAED dccusations. "THESE PRoviSTons GRE So
grRoG> FHAt HHEY CaN B2 APPLIED fo NYHHING. You AN EvEN BE #RTED BECAUSE OF PHYsical GESHRES, suel ds Pointing," saiv one
Lawyer. HE $oLb vs 8Bout HE casE oF BaHEY YACoug, wHicH was BEING HANDLED 8Y ANOMIER LAWYER. YAcoug, aN accountant iN His
Fordfes FrRom Hasakel N NoRHIEASIERN SYRIA, was BRRESHED HUREE YEGRS 8G0. His SISIER waS FOUND with HHE NEWSPEPER OF ON
UNBUHHORTZED PoLiHTCaL GROVP GND was DEFAINED FOR ONE WEEK. WHEN SHE DiSCLOSED HHat SHE HAD RECEIVED HIE PAPER FROM HER BROHHER,
HE was BRRESHED. THE LawyeR saiv +Had HE CASE was ScHEpWLED +o BE HEARD BY HHE COoWRE IN APRIL 1995.°

IN @ 1993 wrRiHEN DEFENSE stateMENt fo HHE cowRrY, ONE LAWYER cRiticizep HHe Lack oF sPeCiFicity iN He statuies vsep 4o
CHARGE GNP CoNvict DEFENDANTS:

PINFERViEW, Damascus, APRIL 4, 1995,
“INtERViEW, Damascus, Qcloser Ts, 1994,

“Ar$icLe 306(1) oF HHE PeNAL cobE dLso SPECiFiEs HHat HE MEANS VSED +0 CarRY oUWt Hiis 0FFENSE Must BE ONE oF +HoSE SPECIFiED
iN ARFicLe 304 ofF HE cove, ARFicLe 304 pescriges HHese as "ERRoRiSE MEANS," wHicH GRE DEFINED as "aLL acts wilicH inteEnp do
CREBIE @ sHAtE OF FEAR GNP GRE CoMMIHED BY SucH MEONS 8S EYPLOSVES, MILIHARY WEAPONS, INFLAMMABLE SUBSHANCES, POISONOVS OR
BURNING PRODUCES, EPTDEMIC OR MICROBTAL GGENFS wHiCH CoULb CAUSE PUBLIC DONGER."

*Yacovg REPORIEDLY 1S First HELD iN Hasakel Prison, ane HEN was MovEd $o SEDNAYA PRISON NoRI of Damascvs.
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AMoNG e clarActERTSHICS OF @ PENGL Law iS HHE PRECISE SPECIFICtioN oF HHE Actions HHat GRE CONSTPERED
CRIMES, AN HIaH LiNQUisHic INFERPREFAFION TS HHE ONLY KiND oF INFERPREFAFON HHat can g2 usep [+o eyPLaiN anp
UNDERSHAND HHESE Laws]. DECREE Law No. 6, ON HHE OFHER HAND, 7S GENERAL OND UNCLEAR, CONFBINING SENFENCES
suey as: "ackions HHat GRE INCOMPAHBLE witl HE MPLEMENIAHON oF HIE sociaList orpER" wit No SPECiFication
as 1o wHot Hese actions oOre....

SucH GENERAL AN vaGUE statements, wHicH MiGHE BE VSEFUL For @ PoLifical Essady, caNNot BE PROPER FoR VSE iN @
PENOL Law +Hat LeqaLizes fHe vedt PeNALEY. [ ALso HARMS FREEDOM OF PUBLIC OPINION GND FREEDOM OF RELTGTON,
BECAUSE 7+ FORBIDS ANY Actions fHat condravict e MPLEMENIAHION oF HHE Socialist oRDER, wHEHHER HHROVGH
WRIHEN 0R SPOKEN OR ONY 0fHER MEANS OF PUBLiCA$iON OR EYPRESSTON.

LawyeRs 8Lso Notep Hat aLtHOVGH SOME DEFENDANYS HAVE CONFESSED 0 MEMBERSHIP N UNAUHHORTZED PoLitical GROVPS, NETHER
HHe INFELLIGENCE SERVICES NoR HHE PROSECUHOR PRODUCED EVIDENCE fHat FHESE QROVPS WERE JERRORISE ORGANTZAFIONS VSING vioLEnt
MEGNS, 8S DEFINED IN ARHTCLE 304 oF HE PENGL cobe, "THe dccusation is HHE SAME FOR PEOPLE OF DIFFEREN PoLitical Points of view:
MEMBERSHTP N SECRE ORGANIZAFTONS with HIE 8iM OF OVERHROWING HHE GOVERNMEN? BY FORCE" ONE Lawyer folb vs, "But Hifis
Accusation POES Not GPPLY +0 HIEM BECAUSE ONE OF HHE CONDTHONS MUS BE WEGPONS OR HHE USE OF ofHER vioLent medNs," HE saib,
REFERRING 40 ARFicLe 306(1). "THESE PEOPLE BRE COLLING FOR DEMOCRACY OND Do Not BWOCHHE VIOLENCE, ANGHHER BCCUSAFION S WORKING
acainst e aims oF e RevoLubion, wiicH 8RE UNTHY, FREEDOM aND Socidlism. THESE PEOPLE 8RE HRYING fo dciieve e aims oF e
RevoLUHON with DiSCUssion anp PUBLications, Not wEAPoNS. THE court pib Not +8ke HHis pEFENSE into dccount," HHg Lawyer sai. e
s> HHat No EVIDENCE was PRODUCED 880U+ HHE USE OR PLANNED USE OF WEAPONS BY DEFENDONES wHo HAVE FAcED HESE clarRaEs.™

THe state secwrity PRosecuor pisPuled His. He folp us Huat HHE EvibENCE acainst PEFENDANES INCLWES "DoCUMENES WE FiNp
oN HiEM PROVING [PLANNING FOR VioLENt Bctividy 8F @ FURRE DAHE], HHINGS WE CONFiscate IN HIETR HOMES, CONFESSTONS, OND HE
tesHMoNY oF otters.™”

PRISONERS BEING #RIED BY HIE SECURTEY COVRE ALSO VIGOROUSLY CHALLENGED HIE PROSECUIOR'S cLaim HHAt ViOLENCE fs @ FEature
oF e PoLitical aGENDd oF HIETR 0RGANTZATIONS. ONE OF fHEM, WHo HOS BEEN DEYAINED FOR OVER f1vo YEGRS OND 7S CHARGED witd
MEMBERSHTP N HHE PAREY For CommuNist ActioN, wRoFE HHE FoLLOWING IN @ NotE HANDED fo Us iN HHE cowrIRoom:

Let i+ 82 kNowN fo You Hjat fE Par#Y For Communist Action is @ PaREY oF oPPosTHON IN OPINTON ONLY—#HERE js
N MILTFARY ORGONIIBFHIN OR ONYHIING oF #ioF #YFES  ANb | bo Not BELONG 4o HHE PARIY—ALL HHERE §s 40 7 ¥s
fHat | qave services 4o HE POREY BECAUSE 74 DEFENDS HUMAN RIGHES GNP DEMANDS FREEDOMS GNP DEMOCRACY anb 4His
iS N TSSVE wHicH INFERESES ME @S @ CiHi7EN aND @ HUMAN BEING.”

“INtERViEW, DaMascus, APRIL 1995,

“INFERViEW, Damascus, APRIL 4, 1995,

*EMPHAsTS N ORIGINGL.

“EYCERPH FRoM @ HANDWRIHEN Note Receivep ey Huvan RicHts Wated iN APRIL 1995, NaME aND GGE OF DEFENDANF witHHELD 8Y Human

Ricuts watey.
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AkRaM BL—BUNNT, @ FORMER MEDTCAL SHUDENF FRoM HIE €7ty oF HaMa wHo was BRRESHED iN August 1997, aomits gt 1E s @
MEMBER OF tHE PaREY ForR CommNist Action.” DesPHE dlmost EiGHE YEBRS TN DEFENFION, HE REMAINS N UNREPENIEN? PoLitical activist,
"ALL OF Us HAvE DEMANDED N FRONF OF HIE CoWRE fo HAVE @ Law For [ReEqULaFING] PoLifcaL Lire. Tiis s Most iMPorIant," HE folb Us iN
AN INFERVIEW TN HHE coRIRooM.”  HE sa> $HAE HE INFORMED fHE cowrE HHat HE s @ MEMBER oF HE cENIRAL commitiee oF HE PolificaL

BUREAU oF HHe Pardy For Communist Ackion:

| foLp fHE covrt f1at | am @ MEMBER oF fUE PardY. | Feel fuat i is owr rigHE fo EXist. | bEMANDED @ PoLitical
PaAREY Low, NP HE NULLIFicatioN oF EMERGENCY Law aND fHE SECWRTY cowrt. | piv Hiis IN APRIL 1993 iN FRONF OF
He INVESHGHNG JUWGE, aND N FHE SUMMER oF 1993 BEFORE HHE ENFIRE COWRYE,

SiNce Hiis HiMe, dL—BUNNT sdiv Hiat He HAS REPEAFEDLY BEEN BROVGHF FRoM PRiISON fo HIE cowrY, But Edcy HiME His scHEpuLED
SESSTON Has BEEN PostPoneD. | am EYPECHNG @ FiFtEEN—YEBR SENFENCE," LE folb Us.

WE dskep aL—BUNNT, @S @ MEMBER oF HHE LEADERSHIP oF fiE PARIY ForR Communist Ackion, +o eENFIFY HE Most iMPorYant
HuMAN RiGHES fssues N SYRia. e rePLiep: "ARgiHRARY ORRESH without claRGE. ReFerrals +o covris suel as Hifis one. Unsvst
SENFENCES FOR PoLiical PRISONERS. THE GBSENCE ofF @ Polifical Par#Y Law fo REGUAIE PoLiticaL LiFE so at PEOPLE CaN Give
OPPOSTHON OPINTONS WHEN HIE QUVHIORIHTES MAKE Mistakes., MARHTAL Law OND EMERGENCY Law, wiicH LEAD fo BRBIRARY dRREsts.""

Government QFFiciaLs Comment: No Political PRISONERS N SYRia

SYRiAN QOVERNMENT oFFicials mMaintain fHat No ONE §S GRRESIED FOR PEACEFWL PoLitical EYPRESSION N dssociatioN. MiNistER
of Justice Hussein Hasoun folb vs Hiat HERE GRE No Political PRISONERS N SYRid: "WE HAVE No ONE N PRISON FOR BELTEF oR PoLitical
ackion. AL HIE INDIVIDVALS IN SoCTERY HavE HIE RiGHE +o B2 TN PoLTHcaL orgaNTzations.™ MiNistEr oF State For ForgioN APFaTRs
NasER G@PWR dlso statep #at SYRIA Holbs No PoLitical PRISONERS:

WE HAvE NotHING $1at MAY BE cALLED PoLiHCAL PRISONERS, PRISONERS OF CONSCTENCE, OR PRISONERS BECAUSE OF
RELIGION. WE TMPRISON PEOPLE BECQUSE HFHEY ComMit CRIMES Hiat GRE PUNTSHABLE 8Y Law. WE HAVE No PRISONERS
wittout aN dccusation. WHOEVER VSES Politics +o INCHE VIOLENCE, HWRE SOCTERY ... HHiS 7S @ PERSON 13t wE wolld
IMPRISON.  YE4, HEGDLINES CoME ouF SBYING HHAt WE HAVE PoLiHical PRISONERS.

ZAL—BUNNT, wHo was BORN iN 1956, HAD BEEN WANFED FOR FIVE YEGRS BEFORE HE waS GRRESIED. WHEN HE wWENF iNto HIDING, HE was iN
His FiFf YEBR oF mEDicaL scrool. [l saf #Hat e was First DEfaiNEd @t HE PALESHNE BRANCH oF MILTHARY INFELLTGENCE aND FORFRED.
THEN HE waS MOVED FOR FivE YEARS fo TBPMOR MILIHARY PRISON, WHERE HE waS HELD wit ETGHE oHER MEN FRom HIE ParIY FoR ComMuNTst
Action (PCA) LEGDERSHTP OND SEVEN MEN SERVING HHETR COMPULSORY MILHORY SERVICE wHo WERE 8LSO OCCUSED OF MEMBERSHIP iN H+HE PAREY.
IN May 1992, aLL oF +HEM WERE FRANSFERED FRoM TabMOR f0 SEDNAYA PRISON.

THe iqut PCA CENIRAL coMMIHEE MEMBERS TMPRISONED 8% TAPMOR with BL—BUNNT wERE: WasiH (Hanem, Poet Faras Baraaoar,

NizaR MarabNG, MuaMED Mi'MaR, Youser aL—Bunni (Akram aL—BUNNI'S BRoHEER: SINCE SENIENCED 40 FIFIEEN YEGRS BY HHE SECWRTHY COUK"'),
Samir KuaLiv aL—flassan (also sentenced 4o FiFfeen YEGRS), RAsH® SatoVF, nb ABBAS ABEAS. THE SEVEN wHo WERE SERVING IN HE SYRTAN
aRMY ARE: BAssam JoHar, Muavep aL—"ALT, NagiL Homsi, MuHaMED BL—Smoupi, ADNGN (@PLR, SUEIMEN Mansowr, ano NUwan Haie.

WE BLMosH MISSED HHE OPPORIUNIEY OF SPEAKING with L—BUNNT 8 HIE coR: ON APRIL 30, 1995, WHILE WE WERE SPEAKING witl @
GROVP OF PRISONERS NSTDE HHE COoWRIRooM, HHEY BEGAN f0 SHovt +Hat AL—BUNNT was BEING BROUGHE IN GNP MOVED ELSEWHERE +HROVGH @ SToE
DOOR. WE WEN} 40 HHE DOORWEY ND INSTSIED ON SPEAKING with HiM.  THE YOUNG GUARDS, witHout @ SENTOR OFFICER PRESENY, CONSENYED, aND
WE TNFERVIEWED AL—BUNNT INSTDE HHE COoWRIROOM.

“INFERVTEW, DamAscUs, APRIL 1995,

“InERVigW, Damascus, Marey 29, 1995.
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MinjstER G@PUR SRESSED HHAH No ONE N SYRid s GRRESHED "FOR SIMPLY Voicing aN oPiNioN," 8uF BECAUSE HiEY GRE AccUsED oF
CoMMIHHING OR INCTHING VIOLENCE, THE PEGPLE wio BRE PUNTSHED GRE HHosE "wHo HURE HHE SHABILHY oF sociedy," e MiNister saiv.”
"o ONE §s MPRISONED N HHESE [SECWRiY covrE] cases UNLESS HHEY HAVE USED VIOLENCE OR COLLED FoR VioLENCE," MiNiSEER oF INFERIOR
Mwiamep Harea cLaiven.” Yet, as SYRIAN DEFENSE LAWYERS folb Us REPEGHEDLY, PROSECUEING BUFHORTETES HAvE PRESENIED No EVIDENCE o
e cowrt fo suestantiate HHe alLecation $Hat DEFENDANES HAVE BEEN INVOLVED SN VIOLENCE 0R HHE PLANNING OF VioLEnt dcis.

HarsH Sentences anp CondinviNg TRiaLS

SECWRIHY ot VERDICHS HAvE BEEN HARSH. FIFIEEN—YEGR SENIENCES RECENELY HANDED DowN BY HHE COWRE CoULD KEEP SoME
PoLitical anv HumaN RigHFs activists TMPRISONED UNHIL HHE YEAR 2002, WE RECEIVED iNFORMBFTON FROM SOVRCES INSTDE SYRia dgovt
SECWRIHY cowrt VERDICES TN 1993 AND 1994 FoR SEVENIY—STY DEFENDANYS BCCUSED oF MEMBERSHIP iN HHE Communist Parfy — Political
BUREAU, HHE PAREY For Communist Ackion, ano HHE PRo—IRAGT BA'MH PAREY. IN HHis QROWP oF peFenvants, dlmost HALF of fuem (Huiriy—
FIVE) WERE SENFENCED o FIFIEEN YEARS, aND LESS HIaN 10 PERCENt (FIVE) WERE Founp TNNoCENE BY HHE cowrt. QOVER 30 PERCENt
(FENH—HHREE) WERE SENFENCED 40 PRISON HERMS OF 4N 40 FOWRIEEN YEGRS, aND 17 PERCEN} (HIIRIEEN) RECEVED SENFENCES OF FOWR Ho
giqnt vears."

[# s wibELY BELTEVED iN SYRTA fHat HHE LENGHHY SENENCES GRE TNENDED Not ONLY f0 PUNISH PRINCTPLED SYRIANS wHo MAN{aiN
a veEFiaNt aHHWE fowdrp HHE avhorTHES, BUE lso $0 DEFER 0HHERS FROM ENGAGING TN TNDEPENDENS 0PPosiion PoLitics. "THere arRe No
MAsS BRRESTS TN SYRTA Now BECAUSE PoLiHical orRGANTZAFTONS GRE Not ackive SN HIE coWNIRY. THE dctivists aRe iN JAiL. THE Long
sEntENCES Hiat HEY BRE SERVING MAKE [EvERYONE ELsE] 8FRAD $0 BECOME AcHve," Sid ONE ENGINEER wHo 7S @ crikic of HiE Asap
GoverRNMENt.”

TRidLs CONFINVE BEFORE HHE SECWRHY coVrY, ALBETH @t AN EYIREMELY SLow PACE FoR EACH TNDVIDVAL DEFENDANF. TEN OR MORE
PRISONERS MAY BE BROVGHF 0 HHE COWRY ON ANY GIVEN MORNING, YE+ HHERE waS No SESSiON HHat we 0BSERvED +Hat Lastep over +wo
HoWRs. Most sessions oF HHE couRE WERE MucH BRTEFER, GND DEFENDANTS #YPicaLLy SPENE No MORE HHAN @ FEw MINVIES iN FRONF oF HHE
JWGES.

Macio Huggo, ONE oF HHE DEFENDANES WE MEH IN HHE COVRIROOM, waS BRRESHED N ALEPPo 8Y PoLifical SECWRiY SN Marcy 1993,
WHEN HE WaS FWENEY—FOUR YEGRS oLb GNP COMPLEEING HiS CoMPULSORY MILHHGRY SERVICE, HE was HELD witHout CHARGE FOR NINE YEARS N
Hg centraL JaiL N ALePPo. Hfis #RTAL was SHLL N PROGRESS as of Late APRIL 1995,

IN aopiioN fo HHE ONGOING #RTALS oF PoLitical pEFATNEES wHo HAVE BEEN HELD FOR YEBRS witHout cHARGE, HHe cowr?t fs also
PROSECUHING SYRTANS wHo HABVE BEEN GRRESIED MORE RECENILY—IN 1992 OND 1993, A UNTVERSTHY SHUDENE ACCUSED oF MEMBERSHIP iN fHE
Party For Communist Action folb us HHat HE was GRRESIED TN NOVEMBER 1993 WHEN @ FORCE oF @Bout FIFEEN GRMED SECWRTHY MEN
DRESSED N CIVILTAN CLoHIES SPORMED His House 8F HHREE o'cLock iN HHE MORNING. AFHER @ sEdRel oF HiE House Hiat "createnr +ERROR)"
HHe sHWENt was BRoVGHE +o HHE PALESHNE BRANCH oF MILi#aRY INFELLTGENCE anp forFRED. HE 75 CURRENILY IN APR@ PRISON. WE
INFERVIEWED HiM BRIEFLY a4+ HHE SECURTEY CoVRE, WHERE His #RiAL wds SHLL iN PROGRESS as oF Late APRIL 1995,

INFERNGETONAL SHANDERPS

THE OVERLY BROBD PROVISIONS N SYRIA'S PENAL CODE GND EMERGENCY Law Hiat GRE USED f0 CHARGE aND convicd pEFENDANES N
e secWRHY cowrt constituie vioLations oF HHE INFERNGHIONDLLY dccePiep SEANDARD OF DUE PROCESS. AN NDiViDVAL ACCUSED oF @
CRIMINAL OFFENSE Has @ RiGHF +o kNow witH cerFaiNGY wHAE conpuct §S CoNSTDERED cRiMiNGL. SHatutes with vaGuE LANGUAGE—sucH 8s

“INFERViEW, DamMascus, MareH 27, 1995,

“INtgRviEw, Davascus, Ocloger 15, 1994,

“See APPENDTY B FoR ppiHionaL INFoRMAHON 8Bov+ HHESE vERDicis,
“INFERViEW, DaMascus, MaReH 1995,

“INFERViEW, DaMascus, APRIL 1995, NaME anD GE witHHELD &Y Human Ricits wate,
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Decree Law No. 6, whicH Makes 7+ @ FELONY $0 ENGAGE TN "ackoNs INCOMPAHBLE witl HHE MPLEMENIGHON oF HE SociaList orRpER"—aRE
N INvitatioN +o aRBIFRARINESS BECAVSE oF fHE Lack oF SPECiFicity fo HHE cRiMINOL cHARGE. Sucl stafvies arRe conirarRY +o HHe
QUARANIEES N HHE INFERNGETONGL Covenant on CiviL anp Polifical Riqués.”

Y SEE AR¥icLes 9, 14 ano T5 of g ICCPR.
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Ohier statufory Provisions USED 4o CHAIRGE aNp Convict DEFENDANIS SNFRINGE UPON HHE INFERNGHTONALLY RECOGNTZED RiGHES oF
FREE EYPRESSION, FREE BSSOCTAFON, OND PEACEFUL AssEmeLY.” SUcH PRovisions incLupe Arficle 3(E) of Decree Law No. 6, wHicH
CRIMINGLTZES HE PUBLISUING oF "FaLse iNForRMaHON," oPPosiHion fo "any of Hig Godls of HIE RevoLubion," anp oBs#RucHoN oF HE Godls
oF HE REvoLUEioN HHROVGH PEMONSHRAHTONS OR GSSEMBLIES.

“SeE AR$icLes 19, 21 anv 22 of g ICCPR.
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2. SYRIAN LAWYERS CONDEMN THE SECURMY COURT

" s 8 SECURIY CoMMIHHEE FoLllowinG oRDERS, Not & court”
—LaWYER wHo REPRESENIED CLiENS BEFORE HHE SECWRTEY COVRE AND Now REFUSES f0 ENJER HHE PrRemises. Human
RigHts Watey iINFERVIEW, Damascus, APRIL 1995,

IN HE ViEw OF SYRIAN LOWYERS WE TNFERVIEWED, HHE SHAfE SECWRTHY cowrt s UNConsHHUHONDL anp vioLates iNFERNGHONGL
HWMEN RiGHES FAiR—FRIAL SEANDARDS. THEY Notep #af, 8S AN EXCEPHioNAL FRiBUNDL, HHE COVRY 7S EYEMPE FRoM HHE RULES OF CRMINGL
PROCEDURE OND EVIDENCE FHad GPPLY DWRING HHE TNVESHIQAHION, PROSECUFON BN RTAL PROCEEDINGS N ORDINARY CoVREs, LawyERS Have Not
BEEN QUARANIEED Access fo cLients PRioR +o #RiAL, aND $RTAL PROCEEDINGS BEGIN BEFORE LAWYERS HAVE HAP OGN 0PPORIUNIEY 4o see fe
CBSE FiLES. LOWYERS HOVE 8LSO BEEN DENTED HHE OPPORFUNHY +0 ENGOGE TN ORAL DEFENSE ON BEHALF oF HHETR CLiENtS, ND Must content
HUEMSELVES Wit SUBMIHHING WRIHEN DEFENSE statements +o HE cowrE. THE CoWRE convicts DEFENDANFS BASED ON CONFESSTONS HakeN
UNDER FORIURE OR OFHER FORMS OF DURESS, THE cowr¥'s verpicks cannot B2 appeaLep 4o @ HicHER +Rigunal. "Te Presivent of Hig
Supreme Constifukional Court [Nasrat M. Haywar] is one oF HHE gEst SWGES N SYRTA," AN EYPERTENCED DaMAscus LawYeR sdiv. "SeveraL
YEARS @G0, HE GavE @ LEchwRe & HHE MiNisHRY oF Justice anv said HHat HHE SECWRHY cowrt s UNConsHHUEToNAL anp SHoULD BE
pissoLvep,"”

IN @ wRiHEN PEFENSE statement +o HHE cowrRE IN 1993, ONE LAWYER SUMMED UP HHE ViEWS OF MAONY OF His COLLEAGUES BY
ARGVING FHoH HHe cowrt was fLLEGHIMAtE BECAUSE T+ vioLateD HHE SYRTAN CoNsHHUHON N INFERNGHONAL HUMAN RiGHES S+ANPORPS:

THe SuPreme SHate SECWRiY CoVRE 7S AN EYCEPHIONGL ONE, BASED ON HHE ONNOUNCEMENE oF g SHate oF EMERGENCY,
aND cases ARe FRANSFERRED {0 74 BY MORETAL ORDERS..[4 DOES Not PROVIDE SUFFiciEnt Guarantees fo HHE suspect
[For @ FamR 4riaL] BECAUSE HHE POWERS 40 PROSECUIE, INFERROGAIE GNP CHARGE GRE MERGED N ONE POWER, wWHLE
Hey arRe SEPARAE IN HIE REQULAR Justice system. THE DECISTONS oF YoUR coWR} cannot BE GPPEGLED, GND GRE
avhiorizes ey Hie [eyecutive grancil, ane fiis contrRavicks HHE PRINCIPLE oF BN TNDEPENDEN} JUpTCial sysiem,

[# dLso contravicts HHe PRINCTPLE oF EQUALTHY GMONG CifiZENS, BECAUSE $HOSE wHo GRE REFERRED {0 HHE REGQULAR
SYSHEM HAVE MORE GUARANFEES OND BEHHER CHANCES HHAN HHOSE wHo GRE REFERRED to HE EYCEPHONGL System. Tiis
sitvation vioLates HHe constHution HHat Has quaranteer HHe RIGHE +o GPPEDL, HHE TNDEPENDENCE OF HHE JUDICTaRY,
OND EQUALTHY GMONG cTHiZENS.

SYRIAN GOVERNMENY OFFiCials avoibeED cHaRACHERTZAION OF HHE SECWRIHY CoWRt 8s N EYCEPHioNAL fRiBUNAL, DESPI{E HHE CLEBRLY
EYCEPHIONGL PROVISIONS OF HE Law Hat sets ovt s PRoceDWRES. "WE 8RE Not GNY DIFFERENE FRoM @ REGULAR coWRY," court PRESTRENG
Favez aL—Nowri #olb us N APRIL 1995, Minister of Justice Hussein Hasoun Mave e same Point, sHaHING TN aN INFERVIEW HHat g
SECWRTHY cort "is CONFROLLED BY HHE SAME PROCEDWRES @S REGULAR VRIS SYRIAN LAWYERS DISAGREED witH suey cLaivs, ane HiE

coWRE's PRACHCE OND THS FOUNDAEION N LBw SUPPORES HIE ViEws oF HHE LAWYERS.

"ie PRESTOENE OF HIE COVRE DOES Not UNDERSHAND HHIE Law, 0R ONYHHIING ELSE," S@ib @ PROMINENF Damascus LAWwYER witl
UNDTSQUISED SCORN. ANOHHER GHORNEY EYPRESSED pisqust 8t HHE covrt's PRocepURES: | PARFICTPAED ONCE OND NEVER Dip AQaiN. THE
cowrt +akes s verpict 8s H wisHES. THE RULES OF EVIDENCE GRE Not USED, aND HHE SENFENCES GRE EYCESSIVE N RELAHION 40 HE
dccusations.” A LOWYER wHo HAS REPRESENIED OvER 150 cLiEnts BEFORE HHIE SECWRHY CoWRE, BLL OF HHEM GCCUSED OF MEMBERSHTP N
UNAUHHORTZED PoLificdl GROVPS, PROVIDED HHiS NEGAHVE ASSESSMENT:

Yov Have e FEELiNG HHat DEFENSES GRE FUiiLE, THERE iS No GPPEQL OR REVIEW BY @ HIGHER cowrt, THE sentences
ARE STONED BY HHE MINiSIER OF INFERIOR. [F HHE GOVERNMENE fs fHE PROSECUIOR aND fHE REVIEWER, i1 7S HOPELESS.
THe cowrt Db Not EYAMINE OWR DEFENSES af aLL.”

“INtERViEW, DaMascus, APRIL 1995,
PINtERViEW, Damascus, Marey 29, 1995,

*INfERViEW, Damascus, APRIL 1995,
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OfHer LaWYERS OLso EYPRESSED NoFHING BUE CoNfEMPE FOR HE SECWRTHY cowrt, anp sai> HHat pEFENDANES WERE BEING PROSECUIED SoLELY
For HHER PoLitical ipeds. ONe Lawyer Put 4 4ifis wav:

THE PRESENCE OF @ LAWYER DOES Not MOKE @ DIFFERENCE iN Hifis cowrE. [# 7S Not @ NEVIRAL cowrE. THE JWQES aRE
witH HiE RULING Par}Y. THE SENIENCES GRE COMPLEFELY GRBIHRARY: ONE PERSON MiGH} BE AcQUHED, BUF SOMEONE ELSE,
witl ENFCAL ClAaRGES, s SENFENCED 0 FIFHEEN YEBRS TN PRISON.”

LaWYERS ALSO COMPLAINED @80UH FHE SECWRIY COWRF'S DECISION fo RULE oUf 0RAL DEFENSE. "WE askep #HE PRESTENE oF HHE
cowrE For HHE RiGHE oF oRAL DEFENSE," ONE LawyER folp vs. "le aPoLogizep anp saiv #HAt VERBAL DEFENSE wolld MEAN LONGER fRidLs.
He askev us fo BE SAHSFIED witl SUBMIHING WRIHEN DEFENSE statements." Tiis LAWYER, wHo Had GHENDED B0Vt ONE HUNDRED SESSTONS
oF HE cowrE, INVOLVING +WENEY o HiREY cases, sai> +Hat He SPoke 4o HHE JUPGES ONLY ONE #TME, ON @ NORRow POINE TNVOLVING HHE
statule oF LiMitations.”

"iese are Not ReAL #RidLs," ANOHIER LAwYER REMARKED. "[ $olb My cLients Hiat HHERE GRE No GUARANIEES For HE RiGuts oF
HHe dccvsep, accorping fo HHE Law HHat orRGANTZES HHE cowRE. AND TF HHE vERDiCE S UNJUst, HHERE IS No HOPE OF CHANGING 4 BECAuse
Here s No RigHt oF appeaL.”

LawyERs iNpicates HHat DEFENDING HHETR cLients BEFORE HE coWRE was @ MEANINGLESS qEstRe. "THE sEcwilY cowri is @
PoLitical covrt. PEGPLE GRE BEING PUF ON #RIAL FOR MEMBERSHTP iN PoLiical Parifes. THe cowrt's verpicts are Political., THE cowrt bip
Not +8kg oWR DEFENSES iNFo Bccount," ONE REMARKED. "THE PaRY For CommuNist Action pid Not USE 0R INCTHE HIE USE OF VioLENCE,
MEMBERS OF HHE PAREY HAVE BEEN DEFAINED FOR YEARS BUF Not ONE oF HiEM HAS BEEN BCCUSED OF CARRYING WEAPONS," Saip GNoFHER
LAWYER wHo HAS REPRESENIED MEMBERS oF Hifis UNAUHIORIZED PoLiHical QRoUP BEFORE HE CoVRE™ OHIER LAWYERS WE INFERVIEWED MADE
SIMILAR commeNts aBovE HiE Lack oF EVibENCE $0 SUPPOR} ClARGES oF ViOLENCE 0R SNCiHEMENE f0 VioLENCE.

THe BRYEF 1992 4RiAL oF HE HUMON RiGHES ackivists aFFiLiater with +He CommiHEES FoR HIE DEFENSE oF DeMocratic Freepoms
anp Human Ricuts iN SYR7a (CDF) was WivELY ViEWED S UNFBTR. ONE LOWYER wHo GHENDED ALl oF HE SESSTONS Sai> His:

| sBw Hat He cowrt pip Not GPPLY e Low PROPERLY, THEY SHOWLD Not HAVE BEEN CoNvicted +o suel LoNG HERMms.
THey conFessep at Hiey vistriguies material ano HHat i+ was HIER RiqHt $o Do So 8S HUMAN RiGHES dctivists. |
Sa> Hat HHis was @ RigHt ofF HETRS aNp Bid Not vioLate HHE Law. THE cowrt saiv +Hat Hug pistriBution of Hiis
MBFERTAL waS EVIDENCE +Hat +HEY BELONGED f0 @ SECRE} oRGANTZOFION HHat was dctiNG acdinst HHe secwrity oF HHe
state. THe #RiaL Lastev agovt one MontH. AFFER Hiis, | stoPPED GoiNG to HHE covrt.”

Limi+ep Access 4o CLients

LawyERS coMPLAINED, anp Human Riqts Wated oBserved, #Hat HHE RIGHE oF DEFENDANIS 0 LEGAL COUNSEL s Not RESPECHED. IN
8 1994 WRiHEN DEFENSE statemeEnt, LAWYERS DEFENDING @ GROVP ofF KurpisH peFENpaNts GRGUED fo HHE cowrt Hijat He verenpants "were
INFERROGHED WHTLE HHEY WERE GLONE, TN HHE GBSENCE OF aN GHORNEY wio Coulp stanp 8y tem anp pefend e THE LawyERS Notep
fat Hese verenvants Hab geen suBsEcten fo "HARSH INFERROGAETONS, TNCLUDING PHYSTCAL anp PsycHological 40RFURE, AND BBUSTVE
1ReatMENE f0 ForRCE Hiem +o conFESS Ho commitEing acts Hat ey piv Not commit"™

ONE LOWYER wHo Has stoPPeD PaRHCIPAFING SN HHE RiALs cRiHicizEp He Lack oF access 4o cLients. e +oLp vs:

“INFERViEW, Damascys, APRIL 1995,
“INFERViEW, Damascus, APRIL 1995,

* SEE APPENDTY B FOR INFORMAEION 880U $HE LENGHHY PRISON SENIENCES HANDED DowN BY HHE coWRY 40 $HosE convictep oF
MEMBERSHTP N fHE PaRYY For Communist Action.

“INtERViEW, DaMascus, Marey 1995.

*Date of veFense statement witleLp ey Human Ricubs wated.
Hvman Rigrts waten/MivoLe East 2% Juy 1995, \oL.7, No.d




No [oeFenpant] can SEE @ LawYER BEFORE HE GUES f0 COWRE, THE COWRE WLl Not GIVE PERMISSTON FOR LAWYERS visths
UNEL HHE IRTAL. LawyERs attEnD HHE First SESSTON oF HHE covrY withovt Having seen HiE [cLient's] Fie.  ALL Huat
is IN HE FiLE s HHE coNFESSION 1aKEN BY HIE SECWRTY aPParRAIUS, wiicH s oFfEN aLIERED.

He meENFONED HHa+ IN @ 1993 DEFENSE HE BRGUED Hat @ cLient's statement fo HiE sHate SECWRIRY PROSECUROR SHoULD gE
HIROWN OVF BECAUSE HHERE Was No LEQAL CouNSEL PRESENE. "THE PROSECVWOR WROTE wHAE HE waNFED, AND MY CLTENE was FoRCED 4o
SiaN," e LawyER saiv.” OHIER LAWYERS wHo HA> PRACHCED BEFORE HIE COVRE Also saiv +Hat HHEY HAD Not BEEN GiVEN dccess fo
pEFENDANES' FiLES UNEIL HHE SECOND SESSION OF HHE FULL CoWRE.

Tor#ure, ReLiance oN Coercep CoNFESSTONS, ND Lack of EvipENCE

SYRIAN LOWYERS READILY AckNOWLEDGE fHat HHE foRFVRE oF DEATNEES HELD iN HHE custopy oF SECWRHY FoRCES is @
LONGSTAONDING PAHERN oF @BUSE TN SYRiA, aND 1A+ CoNFESSIONS EYIRACHED UNDER F0RFVRE GRE USED BY HHE SECWRIHY cowr 4o convict
DEFENDANES. ONE LAWYER EYPLATNED 414 iN @ REQULAR CRiMiNAL fRiAL iN SYRiA, HHE CONFESSION IS ONLY ONE ASPECE oF HHE EvibENCE BUt
cannot BLONE BE UsED fo DEFERMINE 8 DEFENDANE'S QUiLE. "THE SECWRTHY coWRE RELTES ON CONFESSIONS ONLY. THE CONFESSON §S VSED @s
EviDENCE iiat @ CRiME Has Been commites," HE saip.”  As piscussep in (HaPter Fowr of Hifis REPORY, LAWYERS aLso Notep Hhat Hig
CoWRY DOES Not INVESHGEIE DEFENDANSS' ALLEGAFONS OF FORHRE.

IN PRAWING VP CHARGES 8GOINST PEFENDANES, FHE PROSECUROR OFFEN RELTES ON TNFELLIGENCE REPORES PREPARED BY VARjOUS
BRANCHES OF HHE SECWRiHY GPPARAIUS, LaWYERS cLaiM. SucH REPORIS MAY INCLWE FaBRricatep +ESHMONY FRoM HHosE dccusep. IN oNE
WRHHEN DEFENSE stateMent +o HHE coRY, LAWYERS MBDE fHE FOLLOWING 8RGUMENY:

[The cHarae sHeet mentioned HHat HHe intHiaL testivonies of HE clients "WERE CONNECIED anD SYMMELRiCAL iN
PESCRIBING fHE Events [ seems ot HHE QENERAL PROSECUVEION Db Not Look CLOSELY WHEN REGDING HHESE iNTHiaL
tesHiMONTES BECAVSE HHEY WERE Not ONLY CONNECHED aNp SYMMETRiCAL, But LTHERALLY jpENticaL.

WE wollp Like 4o pRaw HHE aHENFON oF HHE oWt 4o QUESHON STY OND HE GNSWERS oF HHE DIFFERENE cLiEnts o
it oN PacES HIREE fo STY aND HHRIEEN, OND ALso +o QuESEoN Five anp answers fo i+ oN PAGES EiGHF, 4EN, ELEVEN
OND FIFIEEN.  JHE ONSWERS ORE OMBZINGLY DENFCAL, 8S iF HERE waS 8 BoBRD N FRONF OF HE CLIENS FROM wHicH
Hiey CoFiep HHER answers!

THis €aN MEAN ONLY ONE HHING: HHE QUESHONS WERE BSKED BY ONE PERSON GNP HHE GNSWERS WERE GIVEN BY ONE
PERSON wHo 1S CERFAINLY Not ONE OF OWR cLiEnts. THiS 7S WHERE HIE CONNECHON GND SYMMEFRY COME FROM., JHE
ONSWERS WERE FOBRICOFED OND CONNOF BE CONSIDERED #RUSHWORASY. BASED ON HHBE, OWR cLiEnt's peENTAL ofF HiEse
statements is Not 4o EscaPe PuNisHMENE, 8s HHE PRosEcUHioN cLaiMeD, But RAHHER +o DENY stafements fHat were
Not Mabe By Hem.”

LawyERS Lso +oLb Us HHAH SOMEFIMES CHARGES GRE STMPLY BASELESS, with No EVIDENCE PRODUCED fo SUPPORE HIE PRoSECUROR'S
case. ONE LawYER STRESSED N 8@ WRIHEN DEFENSE statement fo e cowrt fHat No EVIDENCE Hab BEEN PRESENIED fo SUPPORY HiE
cHarGes fHat His cLients BELONGED +0 8 SECRE! 0RGANTZAFION GND HAD SPREGD FOLSE TNFORMAEiON:

DURING BLL HHE iNFERROGAHIONS FHAF WERE CONDUCHED BY HHE SECWRIHY SERVICES, HHE GENERAL PROSECUHON, OND
FINALLY aFter +HE APMINTSTROFIVE QUESHONING, +HE DEFENDONES WERE Not PROVEN 0 BE MEMBERS OR {0 HAVE BEEN
MEMBERS OF GNY PORHY..FHE DoCUMENFS OF HHE CASE PROVIDE No EVIDENCE gt SUPPORES HHESE ALLEGAYIONS.

“INfERviEW, DaMascus, APRIL 1995.
*INFERVIEW, DaMascus, Maren 1995,

“EMPHASTS_aPDED.
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THe PocWMENES DD Not INCLUDE GNY EVIDENCE OF SPREGDING FALSE INFORMAFION. WE aLSo Do Not FiND 8NY EViDENCE
1ot caN HELP HHE HONORGBLE PRoSECUVHION REGARPING fHis ALLEGAtioN, anp fHis aLLEGation, HHEREFORE, dlso REMAINS
a8 cLaiM witl No EViENCE 4o SUPPORE 7+

ANOHIEER LAWYER, N @ 1992 WRTHEN DEFENSE SHAFEMENY, STMILARLY GRGUED $HAt No EVIDENCE wis PRODUCED {0 SUPPORY HHE CHORGES
acqainst His cLient: "THERE 7S No INCRIMINGHING EVIDENCE AQAINST HiM iN ONY DocuMENt oR +ESHMONY Hat was PRESENIED iN FRONY OF
He..corrE™ A QGROVP OF LAWYERS wHo PRESENIED @ DEFENSE statement fo HHE cowrE SN 1994 wWRote fHat "No EVIDENCE was PREsEntED"
o sugstantiate Hle PRoSECUHION's cLaim Hiat HHETR cLiENts BELONGED 40 N UNAUHHORTZED PoLitical Party, anv Hiat "No EVIDENCE was
PRESENFED $0 PROVE Hat ALL HE DEFENDANSS DiSIRIBUIED anp Postep @ [PoLitical] LearLet, wiicH s HHE svesect oF i case."

Derenvants Protest, anp DEFENSE LawyERS WitbRaW

AFter HE RidLs sHARIED IN 1992, SOME DEFENDANES OCCUSED oF MEMBERSHIP iN JLLEGAL PoLitical GRoVPS BEGON fo sugMit
NOtES OF PRotest +o Hig cowrt. TaysiR HAsowN, wHo was RRESHED N JUNE 1989 N Latakia ey PoLitical Secwridy, criticized He cowrt
ALONG wWitH oFHER DEFENDANIS GCCUSED oF MEMBERSHIP iN fHE PAREY For Communist Ackion. "THEY wRolE @ NotE fo HHE court ONE anD @
HALF YEBRS @G0 @Bov+ F0RMRE anp Hie Fact Had HIERE was No EVIDENCE aGainst EM," AN INFORMED SOURCE REPORIED.” THE NotE dLso
statep fHat HEe cowrt was UNConstiHUboNAL aNe PRoFESTED HHE LENGHHY PRISON SENTENCES HHdt WERE BEING TMPOSED ON oHHER
PRISONERS. "TAYSTR waS iN DEFENFION FOR HUREE YEARS, aND HHIEN HE cowrt [ProcEEDINGS] WENF ON FOR HIREE MORE YEGRS," HIE SOVRCE
saiv. "At cowrd, hgy #Riep fo PRESEN HHETR OWN PEFENSE. THEY WERE Not LiSHENED 40 BY HHE JWGE, ND WERE +olp 40 SHUE VP anp Go
gack +o R PLaces."”

Accorving 4o HHE SOVRCE, Hasoun was FINBLLY SENFENCED 40 N EIQHE—YEAR PRiSON $ERM OND DEPRIVED oF His civiL Ricuts. e
waS 8CCVSED OF REGPING ON JLLEGAL NEWSPAPER OND MEMBERSHIP iN @ SECRE} ORGANTZOFION. THE SENTENCES oF HE ofHERS #RIED Wit
Hasoun RANGED FRom EiqHE 40 FiFleeN Years.”

“Date oF PEFENSE SHAtEMENS wWitHHELD BY Human Ricuts waten,
“Date oF vEFENSE stateMEnt witHHELD BY Human RicHts Wakel.

“THe souRee +olp vs Hat Tavsir HasouN was iN His Last YEAR of MEDTCAL scHool &F TISHREEN UNTVERSTHY WHEN HE was GRRESHED ON
JUNE 5, 1999 8+ His Home N Latakia. He was First pEFAINED FOoR ONE MoNHH @4 PoLiffeal Secvridy iN Latakia, anv HHEN was INFERROGAHED
FOR +wo MONFHS BY PoLibical SECWHY iN Damascys. THERE, HE saiv Hat HE was ForFRED BY "aLL Mehiops" —— incLwing HE "Hire" ano
e "Cerman cHATR," BotH PESCRIBED SN CHAPHER FoR —— wWHicH ReEsULED iN @ SLIPPED pisk iN HiS LoweR Back, CCoRDING fo HHE SOWRCE.
flis convition REQUIRED HHat HE BE SENt f0 HIE PRISON HosPHAL FOWR OR FIvE HiMEs. lE SPENE FOWR MORE MoNHHS ON HiS BACk iN PRISON,
assisten 8Y His FELLow iNMOHES. HE was HIEN FRANSFERRED f0 APRA PRISON, WHERE HE CONFINVES {0 BE LELD.

HasouN b Not RECEIVE His First FamiLy visit UNHL NINE MoNFHS @FFER His RREst. Hfis FaMiLY LEGRNED OF HiS WHEREGBOVES ONE
MoNH GFFER HE was FRANSFERRED f0 ADRA PRISON. THE NEWS COME HHROVGH RELEGSED PRISONERS, Not HIE AURHORTHES.

“INFERVTEW, Damascus, APRIL 1995,

“THETR NAMES GND SENFENCES WERE REPORIED 0 Us dS Follows: Rakie SH'ago, arRrested iN 1993, FiFdeen vears; Feras Ewis, GrRRestep
N 1982, FiFEEN YEORS: Atiz TaBsT, GRRESIED IN 1993, FiFteen YEaRs: AL—{aritH AL—NEBHN, GRRESHED N 1994, FHIRFEEN YEGRS: Abig aL—Jani,
WELVE YEBRS; anp BassaM Bavowr, ARRESIED IN 1999, EfQHE YE@RS.
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Derenvants we MEL IN HHE SECWRIEY CoWRE wWHo WERE BEING HELD N APRA PRiSON folb us HHat IN 1993 SoME oF $HE STty
PoLifical PRISONERS TN WING NWMBER Two PRESENIED @ PRofest Note +o HHE SECWRIHY cowrt. TERMING HHE CoVRY fLLEGHIMAtE, ey
COLLED FOR HHE CONCELLAHON OF HHE EMERGENCY LAw, REFERRAL OF PoLTHical PRISONERS {0 OPEN CiVILIAN CoWREs, aND 8 Law to LEGALTZE
NP REGULGHE PoLitical Pardies, aMong ottER peEManps.” ONE PRISONER 8F APRA MOUNIED @ STY—DAY HUNGER SHRIKE ON NovEmEER 28, 1994,

He $oLp vs: "[ pemanped 4o BE REFERRED 0 @ CiviLian Cowrt anp fo 82 #REdtED 8S @ Political Prisongr iN e saiL."

[# was Profests suel as HHESE BY DEFENDANFS HHEMSELVES, CoUPLED Wit HHE LENGHHY SENTENCES BEING HANDED DowN BY HHE
CoWRY N 1993 OND 1994, WHICH WERE WIDELY REGARDED 8S UNJUst, fHat PRoMPIED HHE INTHAL GROUP OF EYPERTENCED @HORNEYS +0 witHpRAOwW
FrRoM ParticiPation iN HHe RridLs.

"WHEN HE SECWRIHY court QAN fo HRY LARGE GRoUPS oF pEFENDANES [iN 1992 MANY LaWYERS PARFICTPAIED SN HHE DEFENSE
worRK. But gecause of HiE [Lona] sentences HHat WERE QIVEN, wE FELE HBH OUR PRESENCE was HELPING f0 LEGTHIMIZE HIE GOVERNMENF'S
cLaiv Hat Hie SECWRHY CowrE i REALLY @ coWRE," ONE LAWYER folb Us, "Defenpants FELY GFHER @ wWHTLE FHAE LAWYERS WERE INEFFECHVE
aND LEGTEMIZED HHE CoURY, aND GSKED US 40 withpRAw. SINCE HUESE VERDICES WERE PASSED, WE SHOPPED AccePding cdses,” saiv anotHeR
AHORNEY wHo HBS PRACHCED Law FOR ovER HiRY yeaRs., "AFHEr Hiis, HE courd askep HHE LAWYERS SYNDICAHE +o GPPOING DEFENSE
LOWYERS, FREE OF CHARGE. THESE LAWYERS HAVE No EYPERTENCE N HIETR DEFENSE i wEAK. THEY would Not DARE SAY wHAt | wolld say N
MY pEFENSE."™’

THe APPOINtED LawyeRs

At HEe coRIHOUSE, WE SPOKE with SEVEROL GPPOINFED LAWYERS, wHo RESPONDED +0 US MORE 8S DEFENDERS oF HHE CoWRY HHaN ds
dovocafes For HHERR cLients. ONe oF Hilem saiv HHat He startep +o RePReESENt DEFENDANES o YEBRS 8G0, OND HE HAD ONLY HiGH PRaisE
For HHE SECWRiEY couwre.

"ilis cowrt is gettEr AN ofER cowrES," HE cLaiMED, IN SHARP contRast 4o HHE REPORES OF OHHER LAwYERS, HE sai: "ALL
OUR DEMANDS S LAWYERS RE MEE. THE PRESTDING JWGQE HAS QIVEN Vs coMPLEE FREEDOM f0 SBY wHAt we want" e avoep fat
DEFENDANES BRE SENHENCED "aFHER DEEP HouHt AN VERY dccwrate sty He cHep Hig casE of NasHat TUMEN, @ LawYER Gccusep of
MEMBERSHTP N HHE CoMMUNSH Par$Y—PoLitical BUREA, wHo HE REPORIED was RELEASED 8Y HHE CoWRE oN MaReH 25, 1995, He saiv +at
TU'MEN Hab BEEN GRRESIED STY YEARS EBRLIER OND was CHARGED iN 1992. "His fWELVE—YEAR SENIENCE was REDUCED 0 STV YEBRS BECAUSE HE
SHOWED @ DESTRE f0 LIVE witliN SociEd's REQULAHIONS," HHE COVRI—BPPOINIED LAWYER S@ib.

THE LOWYER 8LSO INFORMED Us #Ha+ IN SEVERAL DaY's +IME HE woULD REPRESEN' JEN DEFENDANTS, ALL OF fHEM CHARGED witl
BELONGING 40 @ SECRE} PoLiHcal oRGANTZAFON. WE GSkED HiM wWHEN HHESE cLiEnts Hab BEEN GRRESHED aND HE S@> HHat HE was Not
SWRE. "SoME o OR HIREE YEBRS @G0, SOME LONGER," was HHE ONLY INFORMAHION HE PROVIDED., WHEN wE askep HHE LawyER 40 DESCRigE
wHat WOULD BE HAPPENING with HHESE cLients a4 HE UPCOMING COoWRE SESSION, HE was vaGue: "THERE GRE MaNY cases @t piFFeErent
staces. We aLso askep HiM wHEN HE First met fiese fen clients. "IN HHE FiRst session IN HHE CowRY, N HHE QUESHONING SESSTON,"
waS His REPLY. THEN HE avpep: "BUt | Have HHE RiGHE anND CoMPLESE FREEDOM to SEE HHE DEFENDANES BEFORE Hiis SESSTON."

“WE RECEIVED TNFORMBHON Hat HHESE PRISONERS INCLUDED: MAZEN SHAMSIN, SENFENCED f0 FIFJEEN YEGRS BY HHE COWRE N APRIL 1994;
SaFWaN AqasH, GRResTED iN 1981 AN SENFENCED 4o FiFfEEN YEARS: #RADE UNToNist OmaR QAsHasH, BRRESTED N 1990 anp SENtENCED o
FiFHEEN YEORS N APRIL 1994; anp Mauvow 'Eissa anp Neman Agou, Botil GRRESHED SN 1992 anp SHLL oN 4RAL @s oF Late APRTL 1995,

“Ue coMPLAINED BBoUH HE LAck oF READING MAFERTAL aNp RADToS. "THEY SELL Vs JFSHREEN, THOWRA Nd AL—BG#H," WE A, REFERRING fo
HIREE GOVERNMENF DALY NEWSPAPERS. "CRiMINGL PRISONERS HAVE RADioS AND FELEVISTONS. WE Do Not HAVE RADios —— i+ 7S fLLEGAL UNLESS
You BRE SENFENCED, THiS s HE system iN HHE JATL. THEY REFER Us fo CIVILTAN PRISONS 40 TMPROVE HIEIR iMAGE." INtERViEW aF HiE state
SECWRTHY court, Damascus, APRIL 1995,

YIn#ERViEW, Damascus, Maren 1995.
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We dLso askep filis LawYER @Bout HHE €asE oF Nivdal Yauya Haroun, whom HHE LAWYER SaiD HE REPRESENIED., WE HAD TNFERVIEWED
HarROUN BRIEFLY WHEN HE GPPEBRED IN HIE CoVRIRoOM ON APRIL 4, 1995 GNP WHOSE SESSTON was PosHPONED HHat pay UNHIL June 1995, " am
Not SWRE. | HAvE Not Lookep IN HHE FILE" was His RESPONSE. WE HEN asked wiY Haroun Hab eeen arresten. "Hle was Practicing
CRIMINGL Activities against His countRY," HHE LawYER REPLIED.”

ON APRIL 18, 1995, WE TENFIFIED OURSELVES anD aHeMPIED 40 sPEAK witH GNOHHER LAWYER wHo S8ib +Hat HE was DEFENDING
Huree SYRIAN KURDS wHo Hab BEEN BROVGHE +o HHE cowrE +uat vay. WHEN wE BEGAN fo ask HIE LAWYER QUESHONS N FRONF OF His
cLiEnts, HE FURNED $0 @ UNTFORMED SECURIY FORCES OFFICER wHo was SHANDING witHiN E8RsHot anp askep: "Do You want us +o Give Hiem
Hie INFORMBHTONT"  THE LawYER 40Lb Us $Hat HE DId Not kNow WHEN HiS cLiEntS Hab BEEN GRRESED GNP SBID FHA HE NEEDED PERMISSION
OF HE cort +0 ONSWER OUR QUERJES.

ONE PRISONER WE TNIERVIEWED wWaS COMPLEFELY DiSMISSIVE oF HHE GPPOINFED LAWYERS wHo WERE §N HHE COWRIROOM ONE DAY SN
APRiL 1995, "Tiese 8Re MEN oF HE avhioriHiEs," 1E saiv.

ViEws oF +He NationaL Lawyers Synvicate

LawyERS N SYRiA wHo fook EYCEPHiON f0 HHE VIEwS OF HHE TNDEPENDENE LAWYERS WE INFERVIEWED TNCLUDED OFFICERS OF HHE
NationaL Lawyers Synpicate, At 8 MEEFNG IN HIE 8sSOCiatioN's HEAPQUARIERS N Damascus, Mu'awiva at—Taga', HHE SECREFARY GENERAL
oF e synvicate, venied fHat fHe SECWRIY CourRE 1was PROSECUEING TNDIVIDVALS TMPRISONED FOR EYPRESSTON oF HHETR Politicdl BELEFs.
"We Do Not HAvE aNY PoLitical criMES N SYRiA. THERE 8RE €ASES OF 8 PoLiHical NGHWRE BEFORE HIE SHate SECWRHY cowrt, But g
CRIMES FOR wHicH SUSPECHS GRE BEING #RTED GRE CRIMES oF ViOLENCE. THERE 8RE No PoLiffcal pE+AINEES oR PRISONERS N SYRia."”

Tie synpicate Leaver's REMARKS WERE TENFICAL $o HIoSE OF HIGH—RANKING GOVERNMENF OFFICIALS wHOM WE INFERVIEWED TN 1994
anp 1995, THE SYNDTCOHE HAS LACKED TNDEPENDENCE SINCE APRIL 9, 1980, WHEN HE COUNCIL oF MinSERS DiSSOLVED ALL PROFESSTONGL
associations IN SYRIA, GND NEw OFFICERS GND EYECURVE COUNCILS WERE GPPOINIED.”

3. INSIDE THE COURTROOM

"His wls SUPFusED o BE 0UR DEFENSE [SEssion. WE o Not know wHBF 7S HAPPENING. OUR DEFENSE /s BY LOWYERS
WE Do NoF know.  THiS 7S NoE @ CoWRE, No ONE €OME #o Us, No ONE SFkE 8 worb #o Us,"
—Defenvant on #RidL IN HE state secwrity cowrd, Human Ricuts watel intervigw, APRIL 30, 1995,

DerFeNvaNts PRoSECUED IN HHE state SECWRHY cowrt GRE DENTED HHETR RIGHE UNDER INFERNGHIONGAL Low +0 @ FATR aND PuBLic
R7AL BY @ coMPEtENt, INDEPENDENE aND MPARETAL 4RTBUNGL., NOR Do DEFENDANES HAVE HHE RIGHE to GPPEAL HHETR convickions anp
SENFENCES $0 @ HIGHER #RIBUNGL, wHiCH 7S BNOHIER BEDROCK PRINCTPLE OF INFERNBHONGL HUMAN RiGHES Law.”

WE OBSERVED NWMEROUS VIOLBHONS oF INFERNGHONGL FATR—IRiAL SHANDARPS 4 HHE COVRF SESSTONS WE QHENDED, wHiCH ONLY
RETNFORCED HHE CoMMENFS aND CRiFicismMs HHaF wE HAP RECETVED FROM SYRTON LAWYERS. SOME DEFENDONFS D7D Not HAvE HIE 0PPORFUNTHY
to commuNicate witd HHETR LAWYERS PRIOR fo FRidL, oFHERS DI Not HAVE LOWYERS, OND SOME WERE REPRESENTED BY COWNSEL Not oF HIEIR
OWN CHOOSING.  THE CoURY SHOWED No INFERESH TN COMPLAINIS BY DEFENDANES wHo Saiv fHat HHeY Hav Been ForRFWRED anp HHERR

“INFERVIEW, DaMascus, APRIL 1995,

“INtERVIEW, MARCH 28, 1995, SHA'BAN SHAHIN, PEPUEY SECREFRY—GENERAL FOR SYRIA AND FORMER MINTSIER OF JUSHCE, wHo SERVED FRoM
1995—85, anp 'OMAR BADLEN, @ MEMBER oF HIE EYECUHVE CoMmiHEE OF HIE SYNDICAHE, Also GHENDED Hifs MEEFING.

°SEE SYRi UNMAskep, PP, 85—98, For GDDHTONGL TNFORMBHON, INCLUWDING @ PESCRIPHON oF HHE ContRovERSTAL 1991 Law fiat
FRANSFORMED HHE LAWYERS SYNDICHE info @ Ba'HH ParEy movhiPicce,

"Mese Riquks 8RE SPELLED oub TN ARFCLE T4 oF HE INFERNGHONGL Covenant on CiviL anp PoliticaL Ricuts.

"InfernaHionds Covenant on GiviL ano Polificas Ricuts, Articte 14(s).
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CONFESSTONS WERE COERCED, THE PRESTENE OF HHE COoWRE 8F #IMES DiSPLAYED @ CLEAR LAck oF MPARFALIEY aNp Did Not 9FFORD SOME
DEFENDONTS HHE PRESUIMPHION oF TNNOCENCE. Some keY staces ofF ceridiN fRiaLs—iNcLWiNG HE PRESENIAFION oF EvibEncE BY e state
SEC\RiHY PRoSECUIOR, OND HHE DEFENSE—Fo0k, PLACE BEHIND CLOSED DOORS, witHout HHE DEFENDAONTS fHEMSELVES PRESENE. AND, 8S
DISCUSSED N HHE PREVIOUS CHAPHER, QPPOINIED DEFENSE LAWYERS GPPEARED {0 HAVE DiVIDED LovaLties anv b Not REPRESENE fHEMSELVES
ds VviGorovs @pvocades ForR HHETR cLiENts.

WE First aHENDED @ SESSTON OF HHE SECURIHY courY oN APRIL 4, 1995, ELEVEN DEFENDANFS—ALL OF HHEM MEN—WERE SEAED
FoGEMER ON @ SMALL, SLIGHILY ELEVAED PLAFFORM ENCLOSED ON FHREE STOES BY @ WOODEN RATLING. THEY WERE No¥ HANDCUFFED GND WORE
CiViLiaN cLofes. LEss HHAN FWENEY FaMILY MEMBERS aND ViSTHORS 0CCUPTED BENCHES TN @ sMaLL section a4 HHe REBR oF HHE RooM, 8CRoSS
FRoM HiE DEFENDANYS. THERE WERE UNTFORMED SOLDIERS N HHE RoOM, GNP MEN N CIVILTAN CLOoHES, PRESUMABLY MEMBERS OF SECWRTHY
FORCES; OLL oF HHESE MEN REMOTNED STANDING DPURING FHE PROCEEDINGS.

IN @ MEEFING TN HiS CHAMBERS BEFORE HHE HRiaL, Justice Faver aL—NowRj, HE PRESTENE OF fHE COWRY, DESCRiBED HHE DaY's
PROCEEDING 8 N "INvEsHGaFON session HE folb us At His was HHE First +iME HHat HHE DEFENDONIS HAD GPPEARED BEFORE HE
PULL cowR} siNCE HHETR BRREST IN JUNE 1994. IN EGRLIER PROCEDURES, iN fvo SEPBRAHE SESSIONS, HIE DEFENDANIS HAD BEEN QUESHONED BY
Hie state SECWity PRoSECUIOR anp Justice Agvallan AfALLi, HiE questioning swae (qdbs #ﬁ;/@fa), @ CIVILTAN JWGE wHo dlso sits as a
MEMBER OF FHE CoWRE. ACCORDING o Hiig PRESTOENE oF HE CoWRY, HE PURPOSE oF fifis SESSioN was fo "comPLEdE HiE investigation."
Justice AtaLLi +olo s Hiat HE HAD QUESHTONED FHE DEFENDANIS ONE MoNHH EBRLIER. "Topdy, HHEY will B2 QuESHioNED @Bovt HHE CHARGES

Ty te Presivent of HE cowrEl. THE PROSECUIOR Has No RoLE +obay," HE sai.

WHEN $HE JUWGES ENJERED HHE COVRIRoOM, OLL HHE DEFENDANES ROSE OND REMAINED STANDING HHROVGHOUH HHE SESSION. Cowrt
PRESTDENE AL—NOWR§ sat IN HHE CENIER oF HHE BENCH, with fHE CiviLiaN JWGE anb MILT#ARY JWGE ON ETHHER STDE oF HiM. DWRING fHE
SESSTON, ONLY Justice aL—NouRi QUESHONED HHE DEFENDANIS, REFERRING fo aND oFFEN QUotiNG @t LENGH FRoM HIETR CONFESSTONS SN HHE
CAsE FILE SN FRONF OF HiM. THE 0HHER hvo JWGES bib Not QUESHON HIE DEFENDANES GNP DiD Not HAVE coPies of HHE case FiLe. THE
CIVILIAN JWGE Fook NO¥ES DRING HHE PROCEEDINGS: HHE MILIHARY JUWGE GPPEARED DiSINFERESIED anD Did Not Hake Notes. THE PRoSECUROR,
wHo Dib Not SPEAK DURING HHE SESSiON, stood aF oNE STE oF HHE Jwaes' BENCH AN took NotES. Two CoVRE SHENOGRAPHERS sat iN
FRoNF OF HHE JWGQES' BENCH, FACING HHE JWGES. WE St DiRECHLY acRoss FRom HIE JUbGES' BENCH, with HIE DEFENDANTS fo OWR LEFY,
Two LawYERs st 4o oWR SMmEDTAE LEFE NETHHER oF HHEM fook NoYES OR HAp GNY PAPERS N FRONF OF HEM.

ONE BY ONE, $EN OF HHE ELEVEN DEFENDAONES WERE CALLED BY NAME GNP APPRoACHED HHE BENCH.” THEY WERE askep 4o state
HER NAMES, PLACE OF RESTDENCE, YEOR OF BiRHH, SCHoOLING, 8ND PRoFESSiON. OF HIE JEN MEN wHo wWERE cLLED {0 HHE BENCH, SOME
sai> fHat fHey were LLTERAIE: Mot HAD Not GRADUBHED FRoM HIGH ScHool. SoME woRKED s +8iLORS GNP REPATRMEN; ONE DROVE @ FORK—
LiFt @+ @ Factory. ALL +EN WERE BCCUSED oF MEMBERSHP iN HHE KURDisH WORKERS ParHy.

CompLaints aBovt TorFWRE

Eacy vEFENDANE SPENF LESS BN FIvE MINVIES BEFORE HHE BENCH, ANSWERING QUESHONS PoseED BY Juskice aL—NowRji. ALL oF
fHem DENTED HHE CHARGES aGainst fHem: HHREe oF fHem folb HHE JWGE ot FHEY Hav BeeN ForRFVRED aNnp HHat HHETR CONFESSTONS Hap
BEEN COERCED.”

"l Wav an oPERAFION BECAUSE oF HHE Jor$ure," Saeri KiaLiL Ja'Far saiv. Ja'PaR, FRom AFRiN, 8 PREDOMINGNILY KURDiSH @RE@ N
NORHIWESHERN SYRTA, S@7d +Hat HE wWORKED 8s @ +aiLoR GNP @ Musician 8t wepPINGS. HE was BorN IN 1967 GNP HAS 8 SivHI—GRADE

EPVCAtioN. THE SWGQE AskED HiM No QUESHONS 8BovH HHE CRCUMSEANCES oF Iis ALLEGED +oRHURE,

'AL? ABVEL MoNEIM, 8 REPATRMAN FROM AFRIN wHO was BORN N 1962 aND ST HE was SLLHERAHE, +olp HE SUpGE:

"THe covr: PosEPONED HIE SESSTON oF ELEVENHH DEFENDANY, NivaL HaRoun, WAL JUNE 4, 1995, IN @ BRIEF conveERsaion, Harown folp us
Hiat HE was GRRESHED N 1992 GNP ACCUSED oF MEMBERSHIP iN HHE PRo—[RAQT wiNG oF HHE B'atl Party. e saiv +Hat e HAb BEEN LiVING N
EVROPE, GNP SURRENDERED HIMSELF +0 +HE SYRiAN EMBASSY N AfHENS GFFER HE HEGRD +HA+ GN OMNESTHY HAv BEEN DECLORED. AFIER HE was
REFVRNED 40 SYR7A, HE was HELD ForR o MoNHHS iN @ SHate Security pefention center iN Damascus anp HHEN was FRANSFERRED fo
SEPNEY PRISON.

" SEE Wig NeYd cHAPIER For_appitiondl INFoRMBEIoN 8Bout FoRIVRE,
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THey came a4 3:00 N HHE MORNING GNP GRRESHED ME. THEY KEPH BEAIING ME a4 HHE DivisToN, anp | folb Hiiem
aNYHIING, Just fo Get RID OF HHem.

THe JWQE HHUEN REGD BRIEFLY FROM PARE OF His CONFESSTON. ABPEL MonEim REPLED: "| saib s aFter ey Beat ME. WHA wds | QoiNg
+o po +o save myseLF?"  THE SWQE TONORED HHis ALLEGAHON aND DD Not ask HHE DEFENDANE +0 PROVIDE GpDHTONGL INFORMAETON.

[BrAHIM Mustara KHALTL, wHo was BoRN N 1949, ALso DENTED HHE CHARGES AGAINSt HiM. WHEN HHE JWGE RE@D Part of His
CONFESSTON, KUALIL REPLIED +1at HE HAD BEEN BEQEN anp FoRMWRED, e folb HE covrd Hat N HiS CONFESSION HE HAP GIVEN $wo
NAMES—HIa+ OF @ MEMBER OF HE SYRION PARLIAMENY aND HHA+ OF His BROFIER, wHO wORKS 88BRoBP—"BECAVSE | Did Not waNt fo iMPLicate
strancers.  Later, KuaLiL $olp vs fiat He HAD BEEN F0RMRED FOR FIFFEEN DAYS WHILE IN HHE custopy oF State SECWitY N ALEPPo,
N> At No LawYER wis PRESEN} WHEN HE GAVE HiS CONFESSTON.

DURING HHis SESSION, wE NotED Hat HHE PorREioNS oF HHE CONFESSTONS REGD dlowb BY HHE PRESTOENF oF HHE cowrY bip Not at
ALL corRRESPOND {0 HE vOC@BWLARY OND PAHHERNS oF SPeecy VSeED N HE covrRiRooM BY HIE LARGELY UNEDUCHED DEFENDANES.

WHEN HHE QUESHONING WS coMPLEFED, HHE NEYF COURY SESSTON FOR HHESE DEFENDANIS was SE+ For May 29, 1995—almost $wo
MONFHS away.

No Access o Lawyers

AF1ER HE SESSTON wis coMPLEFED anp HHE JWGES REFHRED 40 CHAMBERS OFF HIE COURIROOM, WE SPOKE BRTEFLY f0 fHE
DEFENDANTS. SINCE HIETR GRREST IN JUNE 1994, NONE OF HHE DEFENDANFS HAD ME4 Wit HHER Lawyers. "His is HE First $iME Had we
EVEN SO OVR LAWYERS," ONE OF fHEm saiv. "BUt HiE LawYERS HAvE Not +aLkep 4o Us Yet. No oNE HAS SEeN @ Lawver vet." Tie
DEFENDANES 8Lso s8> Ha¥ FOWR OF HHEM WERE SHLL wWitHout Lawyers.”

CompPLaiNts BY Ofier DeFenvants

“Treir_Naves are: Fahui Muiamen 'ALi, 'AL 'AL Mustara, Saeri KuaLiL Ja'Far, anv Aepeen Aumep.
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WE HEGRD BPpiHONAL COMPLAINAS FROM PRISONERS wHo GPPEARED BEFORE HHE coWRE oN APRIL 9, 1995, THE Bulk oF HHE SHoRY
SESSTON was PEVOIED fo QUESHONING BY Justice aL—NoWRS oF FIvE SYRiAN KURDS, FOUR MEN GNP @ woMaN, aLL FRoM HHE SAME FaMiLy N
MaLkya, @ fowN TN NORHHIEGSHERN SYRTA, NEAR +HE TURKISH aNb [RAQT BORDERS. ALL FivE HAb BEEN GRRESHED ON NovEMBER 18, 1992. THE MEN
WERE BEING HELD TN SEDNAYA PRiSON; +HE woMaAN, Asid MuHamMmeD, SWENEY—FIVE YEARS oLb GND @ SiSTER OF ONE OF HHE MEN, was
INCARCERAED BF DuMA WOMEN'S PRISON.” SHE folp HHE JWGQE 1At HER CONFESSTON waS Not #RVE. SHE sdiv $Hat HER INFERROGAHORS
"tureatenes” HEr anp "said HHat HHUEY woULD BRING MY FAHIER, AND HE §S AN oLd MaN."

At MaNY POiNES DURING His QUESHONING oF HiE DEFENDANES, Justice aL—NoWR§ pib Not @PPEAR fo GRANT fiEM fHE PRESUMPHON
OF INNOCENCE GNP OPHED FOR @ PRoSECURORTAL aPPRodel.” "TELL us wHEN You star¥ep BELONGING fo E Pardy," He saiv +o one
DEFENDANE. THE DEFENDANE foLb HHE SWQE At HE NEVER waS @ MEMBER, MERELY @ SUPPORFER. "DioN't You po #RANING N TURKeY?" 1E
askep anoter veFENpANt. "WHAE PROOF Do You HAvE FHAE You No LONGER SUPPORIED fHE PARHT" fHe JGE askev. THis was HHE SECOND
SESSTON OF HE CORE WE BHENDED IN wWHICH WE HEBRD HHE PRESTOENF oF HHE coVRY mMocking HHE peFenpants' KurbisH NaMes.

AF1ER HHE coWRY SESSTON, WE SPOKE o HHE DEFENDONES, DESPHE HHE 0BIECHON OF HHETR LOWYER, wHo folb HHEM Not fo sPedk
+o vs. ONE oF HHEM PROVIDED SOME DEFATLS @BOVH wHAF HAPPENED aFFER HIETR GRRESE. THEY WERE FiRst HELD FOR ONE MoNHH BY State
SecWwRitY iN QamisHLi, @ LARGE <ty west of Makya. THERE, HEY sdiv fHEY WERE BEATEN OND FORFURED. THEN FHEY WERE MovED 4o ifs
DaMascus BRANCH OND HELD FOR ANOMHER MONHI BEFORE BEING MOVED +o PRISON. "THEY GRE DELAYING OVR COWRE SESSTONS," ONE OF H1EM
saiv. "THERE GRE PEGPLE iN SEONGYA [PRISON] wHo HAVE BEEN HELD FOR YEBRS GNP YEGRS witHout COMING BEFORE HHE CowRt."

ProsecutioN SeEssions BeHIND CLosed DooRs

WHAEVER PROCEEDINGS WERE HELD BY FHE CoWRY oN APRIL 18, 1995, fook PLACE BEWIND CLOSED Doors. At @Bout 11:40 am., wE
LISIENED 8S @ LAWYER iNFORMED HHE HHRee SYRTAN KUrpisH peFEnvants fat HHETR NeYt cowrR bate was et For JUNE 4, 1995. THE LawyeR
EVENFUALLY CONCEDED f0 Us HHat HIE court SESSION FOR His cLients 1t MORNING Hap Not geen Puslic, He sai> +uat We Wav wet wity
e state SECWIY PROSECUROR, wHo REGD HHE CHARGES GNP EVIDENCE FRom HiE FiLE. "Tovdy was fHE vay HHat $HE PROSECUIOR MObE His
DEMANDS. THESE MEN WERE BROUGHF +0 HE Covr} BECAUSE HEY SHOWD BE BRoVGHE," e Lawyer saiv. "[ +olb Hem wiad HaPPenes. e
aomiHeD Hjat Hiis PROCEEDING HAP Not BEEN Puglic, gut appep: "THis 7S aN GoMINISHRAHVE issue, [ s Not vERY iMPoRFaNt. WHat fs
iMPoRtANY s e veFense e said fuat He Wab Askep For @ DELAY TN FHE NEYH SESSTON, HHE DEFENSE, anp folb Us Hat i T wiY e
cowr} set g NeYt vidE FoR JUnNE 4.

ACCoRDING $0 PRISONERS WE INIERVIEWED, DEFENDANES HAVE BEEN EYCLUWDED FRoM OMIER COWRE SESSTONS. "TopdY was ™y DEFENSE
SESSTON," ONE PRISONER +oLb Us @ HHE CoWRE ON APRIL 30. 1995, ALFHOUGH $HiS PRISONER HaD SUBMIHED @ WRIHEN DEFENSE StatemeNd,
i+ wls Not BASED ON AN INFORMED RESPONSE f0 HHE PROSECUIOR'S EVIDENCE GND BRGUMENES, wilicH HIE PRISONER NEVER HEARD: "ONLY HiE
Accusations WERE READ +0 Us—OPPOSING HHE Qodls oF HE RevoLubion, BELONGING fo 8 SECRet orGANTZAHION cReAIED fo CcHONGE fHE
ECONOMTC OR Social SIRUCHRE of HHg state. TiESE GRE HHE SAME CHARGES AGATNSE EVERYONE, INCLUDING PEGPLE FRoM ohigr Parifes N
8 SEPORAE CONVERSBHION, ONOHHER DEFENDANE MADE @ SIMILAR coMPLATNE ON APRIL 30:

WE Do Not kNow aNYHHING. WE 8RE BEING #RTED, NP WE HAVE +o PRESENE DEFENSES, BUF wE Dip Not HEGR HiE
PROSECUOR'S stateMENES. [+ 7S TMPOSSTBLE FOR FIVE HUNDRED PEGPLE fo HAVE EYACILY HE SOME CHARGES. | want fo
HEOR HHe SPECIFiCS.

“Tigre GRE 8t LEASH FOWR OFIER WOMEN TMPRISONED 84 DuMa oN PoLiffcal clARQES, ACCoRDING +0 SOVRCES SN SYRia:
THiRFY—YEAR—0LD DoHd AL—ASHOR FRoM ALEPPO, HHE MOMIER OF @ FEMALE CHILD wHo waS BORN iN HHE PRISON. ASHOUR weNt into HIDING N
1997, WHEN SECWRTHY FORCES caME $0 GRRESH HER aND DI Not FIND HER, HHEY DEFAINED HER SistER LiNa S @ HosHAGE For +EN MoNHHS
ASHoUR was FiNGLLY GrRrResep oN FEBRVARY 11, 1993, GND GCCUSED OF MEMBERSHIP SN HHE PaRHY For Communist Action (PCA). Preanant at HHe
FIME OF HER BRRESY, SHE waS HELD FOoR STY MoNHIS BY PoLitical SECWTHY iN @ colb, PAMP UNPERGROUND CELL aND FHEN Moved 4o Duma. Her
BRoFHER Qussama was SENFENCED fo FiFFEEN YEBRS BY HHE SECWRTH CoWRE For MEMBERSHIP iN fHE PCA anp 7S iN APRA@ PRISON.
¥ THiRbY—FivE—yeaR—oLp Kiapisa Dege FRom Latakia, IMPRISONED FOR HUREE YEARS OND OLSO GCCUSED oF MEMBERSHIP iN HHE PCA. Her
Huseanp, Gas DaRwisH, was SENFENCED fo FiFFEEN YEORS BY HIE SECURIHY CoVRE FOR MEMBERSHIP N PCA aND 7S N SEDNGYA PRiSON.
¥ JilaN Agvo anp DeLsian Hassan, SYRiaN Kurbs FRoM AFRIN, BCCUSED oF MEMBERSHTP iN HE KUrbisH Workers Par#y.

*

7 prdicte 29(1) ofF HHE SYRIAN constitukion states: "EVERY AcCusEp PERSON SHALL BE PRESWED 40 BE TNNOCENH UNFIL HE 7S CONDEMNED
By @ FiNaL_JwiciaL pEcision.”
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AvoiHioNaL /v €amERA PROCEEDING'S

ON APRIL 30, 1995, NUMEROUS PRISONERS WERE BROVGHE 40 HHE COWRE SN HHE MORNING, BUE WE OBSERVED No PUBLIC PROCEEDINGS
Hia$ vaY. WHEN WE FiRsH ENFERED HHE COURIROOM, WE OBSERVED FIVE MEN, SOME FAMILY MEMBERS, AND UNIFORMED GND PLATNCLOHHES GUARDS.
THiS GROWP oF FivE DEFENDANTS, BLL ACCUSED OF MEMBERSHIP iN HHE ParRY For CommuNist Action, pio Not Have @ Puglic 4riaL +uat vay,
NOR WERE fHEY BROVGHE BEFORE fHE JWGES iN N /v €aMERA SEsSToN. ONE oF Hiem folp vs:

TS was SVPPoSED $0 BE 0UR DEFENSE [SESSION]. WE Do Not kNow wHEt is HAPPENING. OUR DEFENSE fS BY LAwYERS
WE Do Not EVEN kNow. THiS is Not @ cowrt. No ONE €aME $0 Us. No ONE SPOKE 8 worp $0 US. THE LAWYERS 8RE
COMING @S GHosts.

ANoHIER DEFENDONE saib: "THEY fook HHE DEFENSE oF HHE LaWYER GpMINTSERAHVELY." THe Nevt court pate For Hiis GROVP was SEF FOR
JUNE 11, 1995—PRESUMABLY, FHEY BELTEVED, HHE SESSTON @ wHiCH fHEY woUld BE SENIENCED.

La4eR, FivE MORE PRISONERS, CHAINED $0 ONE GNOHHER, WERE BROVGHF iNto HHE coWRiRoom @ GPPROYIMBFELY NooN. ONE oF fijem,
Anmap AgvaLLal Bakr, N TLLHERAIE SHOEMAKER wHo waS BORN IN 1953 GND HAS FOUR CHILDREN, was BRREstED 8y Air Force INFELLiGENCE
iN ALEPPO ON DECEMBER 1, 1992, HE is dccusep of MEMBERSHP N HHE KURDisH WorkERS ParY.

QuR CONVERSBHION witH BAKR was INFERRUPEED WHEN GUARDS CAME GND ESCORFED HiM inbo Justice aL—NoWRi's oFFice, wilicl is
ON ONE STE OF HHE COWRIRoOM. AFIER BakR ENFERED, HE DOOR waS SHUE. WE KNOCkeED ON HIE DoOR. WHEN 7 waS OPENED, WE FOUND
Justice aL—NowRi seatep at wis pesk, witl PEFENDANE BAKR'S FiLE IN FRONF OF HiM. A CoVRE STENOGRAPHER sat +o HE JwaE's RiGHE.
THe state SECWRIHY PRoSECUOR, HHE oHHER CIVILTAN JUDGE, GND HHE MILIHARY JUDGE WERE SEGHED TN BRMCHATRS AGAINSE @ waLL oF WiNPOWS
NETHIER HHE CTVILTAN JUWGE NoR HIE MILIHARY JWGE Hab FiLES OR aNY WRIHING MaHERTAL. SEGtED NeYt +o HHESE Hwo JWGES was 8 MAN
WHO WE LBJER LEGRNED was fHE COWRI—APPOINIED LOWYER: HE f00 HOP NETHIER @ FILE NOR aNY wRiHiING materiaLs. At HHe ReEAR oF He
ROOM WAS ONOFHER MAN WHOM WE CoWLd Not TRENFTFY.

We askep iF @ court SESSTON was +akiNG PLACE INSTOE His ofFice. Justice AtaLLi said #Hat # was, avbing HHat "Notding
wilL HAPPEN ouisiDE," REFERRING fo HHIE COWRIRoOM TESELF, THE JUWGES Said HHaH HHEY HAD No 0BIECHON +0 OVR PRESENCE, OND CHAIRS
WERE BROVGHY FOR Vs,

Justice aL—Nowri HHEN READ HHE CHARGES aGaiNst Bakr, wHicH iNcLweD HiE dccusation Hiat HE was oPPoSiNG HHE Godls oF
Hg RevoLubion aND @ MEMBER OF @ SECRE} ORGANTZAFION CREAED f0 CHANGE HHE ECONOMTC OR Socidl SERUCHRE oF HiE state. THEN HE
askev BakrR QUESHIONS, BASED ON His CONFESSTON aND OHHER iNFORMAEION IN HHE FiLE.

"ere You say You BeLong 4o Hdis ParHY," saiv aL—Nowri. Bakr repLies: "Tiey kept asking me [hiis] | ket saying | oo Not
PaY MONEY fo HHE PARHY; | GAVE MONEY FOR HE PooR. | was #RYING fo PRotect myselr Tie swae askev at anotter Poink: "Do you
OFFIRM wHat You said fo HHE PRosecuor?" Bakr repLied: "They askep we iF | BeLonGEd. How €aN | BELONGT | qave Hiem 200 Lira [Less
fuan $450] At one Point DWRING s QUESEIONING, FHE MaN sEatep nevd fo HHE MILTHARY JWGQE INFERIECIED @ FEw wWORDS. BAKR
GPPEGRED SWRPRISED. "WHo GRE You?" e sHoemaker askev. "' Your Lawyer," He saiv. "| poN't know You," BokrR RESPONDED.

WHEN 7S BRIEF SESSTON ENDED, WE LEFE Justice aL—NoWRi's cHamBERS with BakR. "| was STUNNED fo SEE Hiis MaN s MY
Lawyer," He folp us, HE dLso cLaimeED Hiat HHE CONFESSION IN HHE JWGE'S FiLE was Not His owN:

e conFession [#Hat He 3wee] Redp opaY was Not MY worbS. THE MAN DOING HHE INVESHGAHON was wRIHING wHat
HE WONFED, Not WRIHING MY worDS. HE 7S dccusing ME oF Hings +Hat | cannot ccePt. Wiy pi HHEY BRING ME o

coWRY §F HHEY wilk Not Listen o MeT

DURING HHis CONVERSBHION, BAKR waS TNFORMED BY His OwN LAWYER (HHE MON wHO was SEGHED iN HHE REBR OF HIE JWGE'S OFFICE wioM
WE Coulp Not ?DEN+TF~/) HHat His Next court SESSTON—IWHEN FHE PROSECUHOR wWoULD PRESEN' His cAse—Ha> BEEN Set For JUne 11, 199s.

Lawyers of CHoice RerFusep
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OHier pEFENDANES IN HHE COWRE ON APRIL 30, 1995 WERE REPRESENIED BY COUNSEL Not oF HHETR owN €HoosING. ONE oF Hiiem
folp vs:

WE HAve REFUSED HIESE LAWYERS. WE Do Not want HIESE Lawyers. WE folb Hilis 40 HE cowrE oN JUNE 27, 1992, GNP
Fegruary 22, 1993, We GPPOINFED OUR OwWN LGWYERS, BUF IE COVRF REFUSED M. Now, GNY LAWYER WE want NEEDS
PERMISSTON OF PoLitical SECURiHY.

THey MENFTONED H1a+ ANOHHER DEFENDANF—MOHETDDIN SHANGNGH, wHo was GRRESHED N 1996 iN Damascus Y PoLitical SECWRHY aND Accusep
OF MEMBERSHIP iN fHE ParREY For CommuNist Action—Hav His courf PROCEEDINGS HALIED FOoR fwo YEORS BECAUSE HE INSISTED ON
APPOINEING HiS OWN LAWYER, WHOSE NGME was REJECIED BY PoLifical Securify.

ONE oF HHESE DEFENDANTS, WHo HAD BEEN HELD witHout CHARGE FoR OVER #EN YEGRS OND waS FORCED 40 STGN @ CONFESSON BY
PoLitical Secwrity, saiv Hat HE was PENGLTZED 8Y HIE CoWRY FOR His aHemPE fo peFEND HiMSELF: "| oNCE 4RTED f0 DEFEND MYSELF iN
FRONE OF HHE JWGE aND HE DELAYED ME FOR EiQHIEEN MontHs."

IN @ seParate conversatioN 8t HHe court Hat pay, anotHER peFENpANt folb us HHat fis was His FiFHH GPPEGRANCE BEFORE
HHe cowRt GNP HHAY HE HAD Not BEEN PERMIHED 0 HAVE w0 LOWYERS OF HiS OWN CHOOSING. "I REFUSED +0 GIVE MY owN DEFENSE," HE
sdiv.

4, TORTORE

"You never see P, THEY PUE HREE Hoobs ON YOUR HEBP. [# FLIPS BACKWORDS OND..Y0U SHIRE cHoking.”
—DescriPHON oF HE "GERMAN claiR" BY @ HHIRFY—YEAR—OLD PRISONER wHo was DEFAINED aND FORFURED SN HHE
PaLestiNe BRANcH of MiLHaRY INFELLIGENCE, Human RicHts Wated iNFERviEw iN HIE state Security court, APRIL 1995,

Tie SYRTAN consHHVEON PRoHTBiS foRFRE.” [N 1969, SYRIA Bccevep +o HE INFERNGHONAL CovEnant oN CiviL anp PoLiticaL
RiqHts, wHicH also PRroscriges forFRE.” But HiEse PRoJECHONS GRE ALL BUF MEANINGLESS FOR SYRTANS wHo HAVE BEEN GRRES}ED, akeN
into HHE custopy OF @ DiVISTON OF HHE SECWRTEY GPPARAIVS, OND HELD TNCOMMUNICADO WHILE UNDER TNFERROGAHION. WE took +ESHMONY N
HHe state secwRHY CourRt FRoM DEFENDONFS wHo HAD BEEN HELD INCOMMUNTCAPO OND FORFURED—AND N SOME CASES SERTOUSLY TNIVRED—IN
e custopy of HHe PaLESHNE BRANCH oF MiLHaRY INJELLIGENCE, PoLitical Secwity, State Secwrity, ano AR Foree IN#eLLicence.”
ToRHRE vickiMs PROVIDED US with HHE NOMES OF SENIOR OFFiCERS iN PoLiical SECWRIY—Hhvo BRIGAPTER GENERALS AND w0 MAJORS—iwHO
HHeY cLaMED SUPERVISED aNp PARITciPatep N HHE BRUFALIHY.

"“Articte 29(3) oF HE consHHURON states: "No ONE SHALL BE SUBIECHED fo PHYSTCAL OR WMORAL FORMRE, 0R o HWMILTAFING FREGIMENS.
THE Law SHALL DEFINE HHE PENALEES oF sucy ackions.”

"ARKiCLE 7 oF M CCPR states IN s Periinent ParE: "No ONE SHALL BE sWBIECHED +o FORFURE 0R 0 CRUEL, INHUWMAN OR DEGRADING
FREGIMENE OR PUNTSHMENE."

“For_@ pESCRIPHON oF HIESE BRANCHES oF SYRIA'S SECWilY apparafus, se& MivbLe Edst wWatel, SY&/d (mdskep, PP. 38—53.
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Lawyers <aN ReqQUEst #Hat HHE SECWRIHY court REFER N ALLEGED f0RFWRE victiM FoR @ FORENSTC MEDiCAL EYOMINGFION BY
PUysicians aHacled +o HIE MINISIRY oF Justice, "You can ask HE JWGE For 8 MEDiCAL REPORE," ONE SENTOR LAWYER folb Us,
"esPECiaLLY TF HHE DEFENDONE MODE @ CONFESSION Hat s BEING Usep acainst Wim. Bub [Hiis RererraL] is a+ HE piscredion of e
JWGe™! WE FoUND No EVIDENCE it HE SECURTEY COURY iS CONCERNED 8BoUF LLEGAHONS OF FORFURE MADE BY DEFENDANES wHo cLaiM
fHat HETR CONFESSTONS WERE COERCED. [N ONE CASE DESCRIBED BELow, 8 PRISONER witH 0BVious PHYysical SiONs ofF +oRFVRE Hab 4RiED
FRUTILESSLY FOR FOUR MONHHS N 1995 fo 0BHaiN HHE couRY's coNSENt FOR His REFERRAL fo @ FORENSTC MEDiCAL DocoR FOR EYAMINGEION GND
POCUMENIHION OF HiS TNJVRIES.

A MA30R REASON FoR HHE USE oF +0RFRE iN SYRIa—H0 GatHER iNFoRMAtioN 8Bovt HHE PoLitical oPPosition—is fLLusirafep ey
He vEFATLED FESHMONY OF YOUSEF, @ YOUNG SECULAR PoLitical activist who was BRRESHED @t His school wit @ Frien.” HE was First
HELD IN HHe BASEMENt oF HE SHate SECWRIY BUILDING IN HHE €Ty WHERE HE LiVES, HHEN wls MovED o DAMASCUS, WHERE HE wds FoRFURED
FoR +wo weEkS @t Hig PaLESHNE BRANCH ofF MILHARY INFELLIGENCE. His JESHMONY GLSo REVEALS How HHREAES 8Y HIE SYRTAN SECWRTY
aPPaRatUS Have BEEN VSED {0 SiLENCE SoME FoRFWRE vickiMs IN HHE SECWRiHY courY,

YoUSEF BEGQAN His AccoUNt witH @ DESCRIPEION OF His BRRESH:

A SECWRTHY MAN CAME OND WE WERE BROVGHF +o HE PRINCIPAL'S oFFfCE. Wittout any +aLk, HHEY FHREw Us iNto @
SECWRHY €8R aNp Fook Vs Fo HIE DIVISTON. THEY INFERROGA4ED MY FRIEND FiRSH GND RELEASED HiM. THEN ONE MAN N
CivViLiaN cLotlies askep ME @ Few QUESHONs. HlE GavE ME @ PTECE oF PAPER FULL OF NOMES, HANDWRIHEN, aND askep
ME f0 PoiNt 40 HIE ONES | KNEw. | KNEw HHE NAMES OF MY FRIENDS wHO HAD BEEN ORRESIED BEFORE ME. THERE WERE
agovt 150 NaMES OoN HE List. | KNEw SEVEN NOGMES, GND UNDERLINED HHEM.

| was RedLLY aFRAi> anb FENSE. THEY took ME iNto @ SMALL, EMPHY Room, 8B0VF ONE MEJER BY ONE GNP @ HALF MEJERS,
iN e gasement. THeY kePE ME HHERE FOR ONE HOWR, HIEN COLLED ME. THERE WERE HHREE OF Hiem N CiviLiaN cLotiEs,
INCLUWING HHE ONE wHo SHoweD ME g List, He askep wiat Party | BELoNGED fo. WHEN | Gskep Him wHat HE mEGNY,
HE SLAPPED ME. THERE WERE MORE QUESHONS OND MORE SLAPS. | DION't ONSwER. HE BROVGHE PICHRES OF MY FRIENDS,
anp askep ME iF | kNew HiEM. THEN HHeY BRoGHE ME Back to HHE CELL,

He was HeLp SN Hilis SOLTHARY CELL FoR FivE pays, $HEN PUE iN @ LARGER RooM GNP HELD FHERE FOR ONE MONFH. DWRING Hilis $iME, HE was
Not INFERROGAHED. THEN HE was Movep 4o Damascus,

| WaS HELD FOR NINE DAYS IN HHE FiRst PLACE SN Damascus. THEN | was Movep, +aken HHROVGH @ Maze oF stregdts,
HEN INFo @ covrRIYARD, anD FHEN iNto @ BASEMENE. | waS BROUGHF ONCE FOR INFERROGAHON aND SLAPPED. THeY askep
QUEStioNs 880t HHE POREY, NOMES OF MEMBERS, WHERE wE MEF, wHAt wE aLkep aBovt, wHo WERE HHE LEADERS.

THEN | was MoveD +0 GNoHHER BUILDING FOR @ paY—it was @ REFERRAL PLACE. THEN | was Moved +o HiE PaLESHINE
BrRANCH. | HHougHt: His s MY GRAVE. BeLow Vs, | SBw PEOPLE HRowWN ON HHE FLOOR. THEY Hook Vs 4o @ Room, askep
OWR NAGMES GNP MAPE Us FAce fHe waLll. My Luck is Not vERY Goop—HEY caLLed ME First. | Hav 4o FiLL ovf @ ForM
wii HiE NavES oF aLL my reLatives. THen [Hie iNFERROGA$OR] Bskep ME QUESHONS TN @ VERY DIRFY MANNER, wit
iNSULES aND BEAFINGS. | wis SENt 40 @ Room WHERE | SHAYED ONE NiGHt.

ON HE SECOND p8Y, | was SENt 4o HHE BasEMENL. THERE, | SAw SEVENIEEN OF Y FRIENDS FRoM [His Home fown].
THERE WERE FORFY—FIVE PEOPLE iN HIE CELL. [} W8S S0 CRowWPED Hat WE HAb 0 SLEEP ON ONE STDE aND SOMEHMES

SLEEP ON +0P OF ONE ONOTHER.

Two WEEKS OF INFERROGAHON GND FORFURE FOLLOWED, ON EYPERTENCE it Youser pescrigep as "very tough."

“INfERViEW, Damascus, MarReH 1995,

“YoUSEF s @ PSEWONYM.
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THEY BLINDFOLDED ME AND H7ED MY HANDS BEHIND MY BAck. M was HHE SaME QUESHONS 8S BEFORE. A +0P oFFicER stoop
iN FRONF OF ME. HlE Kickep ME IN HHE stomacl, HHEN PUNCHED ME. | FAINFED. BLOOD WaS COMING oVt oF MY Moudy
aND NOSE.  THis Lastep aBovt @ HALF—HoVR. THEN ONE OF HHE MEN wasHED ME anp Stoob ME 8t hiE wall. Trey sent
iN MY OLDESH FRTEND GNP FORFVRED HiM IN FRONF OF ME... THEN HHEY askep Mg fo +eLL Hg #RUb OR | woulp B
ForRFURED LKE Him.

THe INPERROGAHORS WONYED NOMES GND @ CONFESSION. YOUSEF <aiv at HE PROVIDED No INFORMAHION, S0 HE was #ORFRED FOR +wo WEEKS.
e was reLuctant fo PRovDE DEFAILS OF His F0RHRE, BUE SHOWED US ONE #RACE OF PIYSTCAL EVIDENCE: 8 GROFESQUELY SWOLLEN Food,
with HE SKiN Discolorep anp LatERAL PURPLE MARKS FRoM FHE MPAct oF an APPARENt HARD oBJECt SHLL cLedrLy evivent. "AFfer
HReE vavs, | FELE f1at | coulp Not wllk oN MY Foob. THEN 7 SWELLED UP anp FURNED RED., A DocioR GAVE ME PiLLS FoR SNFECHON," He
saiv. THe 4oRHRE stoPPED aFFER w0 WEEKS, BUF HE CoNFINVED 0 B2 HELD @t HHE PALESHINE BRANCH FoR aNoHHER EfGHF wEEKS.

Yousef was eventuaLLy 4RiEp an SENtENCED 8Y e state secwily cowrt. He folb us Hat T4 NEvER occwrep do Him fo
coMPLAIN fo e cowrt agout HHe ForFURE:

We weRe HReatenes ot Hie [PaLestine] granch.  THey 4olb us HHat TF wE SPOKE 8B0U# wHAt HAD HAPPENED, HEY
WOULD BRING Us BAck FoR @ DFFEREN} kinb oF ForFRE. THey callep i+ HE BLavco—higy HE Your Hanps anv FEt
OND HANG YoU FRoM Hwo MEFAL BARS ON HHE CEILING. WE bid Not HELL HE JWGE Hdt WE WERE FO0RFURED BECAVSE wWE
WERE OFRAID OF HEM OND OFRATD OF BEING SENt Back.”

Oter Secwrity Cowrt Defenvants Report Tor$ure

THe state SECWRTHY CoWRE DOES Not EYAMINE CoMPLAINES B8Y DEFENDANTS HHat HHEY Have BEeN F0RFURED DURING TNFERROGEHTON NP
Hat CONFESSTONS HAVE BEEN COERCED. "IN HHE ONE OND @ HALF YEBRS | pEFenpEd [cLients] geFore HHE cowrt, BLL oF fEM sai Huat ey
Hab BEEN FORFURED SEVERELY OND DEMANDED HHt HE OFFICERS who +oRFRED HiEM BE PUE ON #RIAL," NoED ONE HORNEY wio Has
PRACHCED Law FoR dlmost Forty YEaRs., "THE court pip Not ReQistEr HHis. IN s €owri, $0RFIRE CoMPLAINS GRE NEVER
investaater,"™

WE FNFERVIEWED NUMEROUS DEFENDANIS INSTDE HHE SECWRIEY CoWRE wio +olb Us HHat Hey HAD BEEN FORFURED wWHILE HELD
INCOMMUNTCBPO aND INFERROGAHED,  CONDTHONS IN HHE COURIROOM WERE Not CONDUCIVE +0 LENGHHY, DEFATLED INFERVIEWS Sucy 8s HHE ONE
Hiagt we conpucted Wit YOUsEF, REPORIED GBOVE. HOWEVER, N GBBREVIGHED CONVERSAHONS WE WERE f0Lb HIE FOLLOWING INFORMAHION:

“INFERViEW, SYRTA, APRIL 1995, NaME oF cHby witHELD Y Huvan RicHts wakel,

“InferviEw, Damdscus, APRIL 1995,
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° A PoLiHcaL PRISONER N His HIIRHES, wHo was GRRESTED iN 1992 iN Damascys, sdiv Hiat HE was +oRFRED FOR HEN DAYS N
PoLitical SECWwRHY with Beatings, eLectricity, fig "Cervan claiR"™ ane fre "FLYing carPet™ He was also tHreatened witl
HHe ORRES OF FaMiLY MEMBERS, INCLUDING HiS YOUNGER SiSHER, wHo HAb BEEN +akeN HosHAGE N 1987 aNp HELD FoR STY MoNtHS 8Y
PoLitical Secwrity N Damascus. tis INFERROGAHORS WANIED HiM +0 CONFESS +0 MEMBERSHTP N GN UNGUHHORTZED Political QRouP
aND SOUGHF HHE NOMES OF oHHERS. As @ RESWE oF HHE F0RHRE, "| waS VRINGEING BLOOD FOR ONE GNP @ HOLF MONFHS. MY @Rvs
ORE Now BAD BECAUSE oF HE ELECIRTcH—IHEY FeeL pedv—| canN't control em Hle saiv Huat oFFicer Maumoup ABpEL Wanae
SUPERVISED GND PARHICTPA4ED TN HHE FoRFRE, NP HE NAMED Hwvo oF His ohER FoRHRERS 8S BRiG. GEN. MuHamed SETFU” ane Mas.
Samir Wasowr.”

d ANOHHER PoLiHicaL PRISONER wHo was OGRRESTED N Damascus iN 1992, was HELD For HHE FiRst STY MONFHS TN AN UNDERGROUND
DEFENFTON CENFER OF PoLidfcal SECURIEY ane FoRFURED DURING HHE FiRst MoNHI with ELectRicHy, +ig "Re" ano HHg FLYING
carPet, THE PRISONER PROVIDED @ DESCRIPHON OF HIE FLYING CaRPEH:

[+ is @ PiECE OF woob HHat HAs Joints HHat Go ALONG HHE JoiNtS oF HHE BobY. THey #7E You 4o #, LIk oN @ cruciFiy, |+
BENDS BACKWARDS GNP PUES PRESSWRE ON HHE SPINE ... WHEN HHEY BEND 7+ Back, $HEY SHEP with HIETR FEEF ON YOUR HEAD aND
FACE. | was BLINDFOLDED, THERE WERE 8BoUF FOWR OR FIVE TN HHE Room FORFVRING ME.

There's @ sPecialist iN ELECHRICHY—ON Hilis claiR HHEY BEQF 0R USE ELECHRiCHY. THEY USED ELECIRTCHY ON ME, CoNNECHED Ho
MY FINGERFTPS anp Feed, THey vo # SCientiFicalLy so You DoN't DE. | HAP No SENSE oF HME—NO SENSE OF How LONG | wés
f1ErRE.

THEY WERE BSKING QUESHONS wWHILE HHEY WERE DOING Hiis, GND GFHER. THEY wANIED ME f0 CONFESS 40 MEMBERSHIP iN
Hie ParREY, anp +o Have ME MOKE CONFESSTONS 8BoVH otHER PEOPLE,

THiS PRISONER, wHo HAD FOUR OR FIVE $ORFRE SESSIONS, SAip HHat HHE NAME oF ONE oF HHE $0RFRERS was Mags. AgveL Ariz Hamow. "Tiey
UsE HIINGS wRIHEN 8Y sECWRiY [oFFicErs] 8s EVIDENCE, | GAVE @ CONFESSION UNDER 40RFVRE. THEN HHEY WROIE SOMEHIING OND | was
ForRHRED +0 SION wHAt HHEY Had wRIHEN. THiS was sLicut +orRHRE, BEGIING BY HHE OFFICERS wHo WERE HE INFERROGATORS."™

i ANoHIER PoLHTCAL PRISONER N His HHIRFES was aRRestEd N 1987 IN Damascus. He was grovalt fo HHe PaLESHNE Branc,
WHERE HE was INFERROGAFED NP FORHURED. "THEY waNIED INFORMAETON," HE $aio. HE was HELD N @ SoLHaRY CELL FoR SiY
MONHHS, OND s FORFURED with ELECIRTCHY, Hig (ERMAN cHaiR, ano Hie +iRe.  His LeEFt 8Rm s sHLL PHysicaLLy wedk anp Has
"No strena#H," He tolp vs.”

e (ervan cHaiR (AL—kiRs? AL—aLmanG, N ARGEIC) TS DESCRIBED Hiis waY IN N QUMHORHAHVE REPORY dBouH JorMRE N Syria: "[A]
MEFAL CHATR with MOVING ParES +o wHicH HHE vickim ts +iED 8y HHE Hanps anb Feet. Tie gack REst oF HIE CHATR BENDS BACKWEARDS,
CAUSING BcUtE HYPEREYIENSTON OF HIE SPINE GND SEVERE PRESSURE ON HIE vickiM's NECK anp LiMes. THis fs saiv o RESWH N DiFFFCULEY iN
BREGMIING ALmost fo HIE PoINF OF BSPUYYIAEION, LOSS OF CONSCTOUSNESS OND, iN SOME CASES, HE FRACHRING oF HIE VERIEBRAE." AMNESH
INFERNGFIONGL, "SYRTA: TorHVRE BY HHE SECWRiY Forces" Al INvex: MDE/24/09/47, Qctoger 1997, P, T8,

“AMNESH INFERNBHTONGL DESCRIBES HEE FLYING corPed (g7saf dL—ri) iN ARBBIC) 8s Follows: "ISTRAPPING HHE victim 4o @ Piece of
WwooD SHAPED LikE @ HuMAN BobY AN ETHIER BEAHING HiM OR HER OR GPPLYING ELECHRTC sHocks aLL over HiE govy." /&b,

7 SeE (larder Five For SNForMatioN aBovE BRiG. (EN. SEIFV'S PAREICIPARION N @ SPECTAL SECWRIEY commitiee 1at PRESSWRED
PRISONERS +0 STGN PLEDGES oF ALLEGTANCE @S @ CONDiHON FOR RELEASE.

“Name, age anp pade ofF aRRESH witHHELD BY Human RigHis watey,

T +Re (plLLdE, IN ARABIC) TS PESCRIEED 8S Follows 8Y AvnesH INtERNAHONAL: "THIANGING HIE Viekim FRom @ SUSPENDED HYRE OND
BEBFING HIM/HER Wit skicks, cLugs, cOBLES oR WHIPS." /7.

NOME, GGE AND DAIE OF GRRESH witHHELD BY Human Rigits watcy,

Name, GE anp vatE oF BRRESH witHHELD BY Human Rigits Waker.
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° A PoLHHcaL PRISONER wHO wis ORRESHED iN Damascus iN 1992 BY PoLitical SECURHY was PEFITNED For STY MoNtHS IN @
SoLitary ceLL iN Hie BasEMENt oF fHat pivision. EdcH forRFWRE SESSTON LASTED SEVERAL HoVRS, HE S@iD, ONp +HE MEYHOPS
INCLWED ELECIRTCHEY anp HHE HiRe. "[ was JoRIWRED BY OFFiCERS. BRIQ. (EN. MaHMOUb ABPEL WAHAB SUPERVISED HHE f0RIWRE aND
PaRFICTPAIED N T+, THEY WaNIED ME $0 CONFESS MY RELBHTONSHIP f0 HHE PAREY OND BRING TN MY FRIENDS 0R GNYBoDY ELSE" HE
oo vs. e was Given eLeciric sHocks fo HIE HEBRE, LEGS, HANDS, BRMS, OND SEYVAL ORGANS WHILE HE was 47Ep DowN.”

”Namg, 8GE_anp pate oF GRRESH withieLy gy Human Rigrts watey.
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o A PRiSONER, ARRESHED BY AR FoRCE INFELLIGENCE, was +aken fo +Hat DivisioN's pEfention cENIER SN Damascus anp ForRHRED,
He folp us #at e Hav BeeN foRFURED For "aBout 4EN vayS" wHILE UNDER INFERROGAtION. HE saib #Hat His HANDS wERE Fiep
BEHIND His BACK GNP @ Hoob COVERED His ENHRE LEAD, EYCEPY 1is Movtl, HE was ReLuctant fo PRovive vetdils, But sai Hiat
ONE JECINIQUE USED ON HiM was ELECHRTCTY, INcLwing "on Private Parts. Tien ve aovep: "Tiey #R7ep aLl +e mediovs” e
Saio HE oFFICERS wio FoRFVRED HiM WERE NAMED Hayiiam anp Eissam.”

° A VEFENDANY WHO WS BRRESTED TN HHE EARLY 1990's BY PoLitical SECURIY GsSERFED Hat HiS CONFESSION HAD BEEN COERCED:
"PoLitical SECURTEY MADE ME STGN @ SHAEMENES AGaINSH MY wiLl, HHat | KNEw PEGPLE wio BELONG 4o HE ParREY For
Communist Action anp HHat | aM COVERING UP For Hem. FiRst, HHEY S@TD TF WE SIONED #HE CONFESSTONS WE wWOULD BE
RELEASED. THEN HHEY DEPRWVED Us oF visits [a4 HHE PRiSON]. THEN wE wWERE J0RIWRED witH HHE FiRE anp HHE FLYiNG carpel”

1995: THe Cowrt Ianores One TorFure ComPLAINF For Four MontHs

DURING OVR visTt +o HHE CoVRE ON APRIL 11, 1995, W INFERVIEWED HHiRIY—YEAR—0LD 'ALT KAMEL Aumap. UNLIKE SomE pEFENDaNts
WE MEF 8 HE COWRE WHo WERE FRIGHIENED aND REHCENE, AUMED SPOKE +0 US GPENLY GND iNsTsted #at we PueLisy His Nave. e fs
BCCVSED oF MEMBERSHIP N HHE ParREY For CommuNist Action. HE foLp us aBout His UnsuccessPuL aHemPis 4o Have e covrt
AckNOWLEDGE His $0RFWRE coMPLAINE, GNP REFER HiM FOR @ FORENSIC MEDTCAL EYaMiNatioN anb +o @ HosPHaL For mepical care. ON e
DAY WE MEF AuMad 8t HIE coRE, HE was SEEKING fo PRESENF 8 HANDWRTHEN NotE f0 HHE JUWGE, PURSVANY to HIE COWRFE'S owN REQUESH
10 Aumad HIREE MoNHIS EBRLTER. Because HHE Court HIaF DAY PosHPONED AlMad's SEssioN UNFIL APRIL 30, 1995, HE Could Not SuBMit His
Note ano qave i+ o vs instedp.

AUMED, wHo was 8 UNIVERSTHY SHDENF IN PHLoSOPHY IN HHE 1990's, Hab BEEN IN HIDING SINCE 1996, HE was 8RRESHED N
Damaseus oN QctoBer 29, 19957  AFIER His GRRESE, HE waS HELD INCOMMUNICADO FOR FOVR MoNHHS a4 Hie PaLestine Brancy of MiLitary
INFELLIGENCE, THERE, HE was INFERROGAIED FOR HIE First HIREE MoNtS. HE s@id #at DWRING s +IME HE waS BLINDFOLDED GND FORFURED
aBout "hWENBY—FIVE $IMES, CONFINUOUSLY. EVERY paY HHEY INFERROGOHED ME MORE AN ONCE. THE $0RFVRE HAPPENED ONE GNP @ HALF YEGRS
aco, vt 7+ SHLL SHows oN MY BobY." HE SHowED Us BROKEN #2241, OND @ SWOLLEN GNP BAPLY DSFIGURED LEFH wRist, with HE Bone
PROFRWING. e saip #Hat His RIGHE ONKLE waS INSURED, His 8RM BROKEN OND HiS FINGERNGILS PEELED OFF.

He was stRaPPED +0 wWHAt HE SBT> was HHE (ERMAN cHar. "You never see 7" Hg dolo us. "THey Pub HIREE Hoobs ON YOUR
Heap., [ FLIPS BACkwaRDS aNp.You star croking.” e saiv +uat # was piFFicut 4o g2 PrecisE, But 1E EstiMated fat HE was oN HiE
cHaiR For tEN fo FiFtEeN Minvigs. HE saiv +Hat e was +olp: "MupHaR L—Junpi DiED HERE OND You will DiE oN Hiis cHair."™

AUMED HHEN wWas MoveD o HHE MILTHARY INFERROGAHFION BRANCH FOR ONE MONHFH OND FINOLLY wias #RAONSFERRED +0 APRA PRISON,
WHERE HE CONFINVES 40 BE HELD. [lE sai #Hat HE HAs Not SPOKEN fo @ LAWYER SINCE His aRRest. [le sai HHat His was Wis Fourty +ive
BEFORE HHE CoWRE, anp HHE HHiRD HiME At HE HAD BEEN BROVGHE FRoM PRISON 0 HHE CoWRE ONLY 40 HAVE His SESSTON PosHPonep. THE
PREViOUS PoSHPONEMENES WERE ON JANVARY 31, 1995, anp MareH 12, 199s.

THe Note +Hat Aumad souart +o PrReseNt 4o e covrY aBovE His +oRFRE READ @S Follows:

"NaME AND DAYE OF ARRESH WitHHELD BY Human Ricits Watc,
"Name, anp Da4E, YEGR GNP PLACE oF GRRESH withHELD 8Y Human Riguts waten,

"lis wire, Raapa Hassan, was ARRESIED with HiM aNp 8+ HIE 4IME OF OUR INFERVIEW WS BEING HELD TN DUMA WOMEN'S PRISON. AHMaD
s> HE HAv LEGRNED fHat His wiFE waS FOUND TNNOCENE BY HHE coWRE oN APRIL 10, 1995.

PACCORDING +0 INFORMBHON WE RECEIVED FROM OFHER SOVRCES iN SYRT, CIViL ENGINEER MWAR aL—JUNDT, wHo was BoRN N 1959 iN 4t
PorE €Y oF TaRIOUS OND was @ MEMBER oF HIE CENIRAL Commitiez oF ParRY For Communist ACHion, DiED UNDER HoRFRE iN HHE PaLESHINE
BRANCH N DaMAscUs oN SEPJEMBER 20, 1987, HE SAME vay +Hat HE was GRRESIED. lE REPORIEDLY SUFFERED FRoM BSHIME, TNFORMED His
ForRFWRERS @BVt His TLLNESS BUf, UNDER SEVERE FORFVRE, HE DIED WitHIN HOWRS OF His 8RRESY.

AL—JUNpi was MARRTED +o MUNTRA JWETIEH FRom SaLamivya. THE COUPLE HAb BEEN iN HIDING OND WERE waNtED BY Hig PaLestine
BRANCH. Hlis wWiFE was DERAINED TN DECEMBER 1997, GFFER HER HUSBAND'S DEAHH, OND waS HELD iN DuMA WOMEN'S PRISON FOR FOUR GND @ HALF
YEARS. THEY HAD ONE CHiLp, @ pAVGHER SaRa.
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UPoN Yowr Request Had | wrifE @ LEHER DiRECHED f0 You SN MY Last cowrt SEsSioN $Hdt was HELD oN JaNvary 31,
1995, wHicH is RELAIED +0 MYy oFFicial pEmMAND +o fHE BSSEMBLY OF YoUR couri #Hat @ FORENSiC DoCtoR EYOMINE ME
FWLLY aNp BE @BLE 0 evaLVAtE HHE INJURIES GNP SUFFERING, PHYSiCAL N PsycHological, HHat HAVE BEEN TNFLICHED ON
ME 8S @ ReESWLE oF SeEveRe forRFWRE HHat | wias EYPosED {0 af HHE MILTARY INFELLIGENCE DiViSTON N DaMascus—wHoSE
NUMBER S 235 aND wHicH s kNowN 8Y HHE Name PaLestine BRANCH—HHAE CONFINVED FoR @S Long 8s HHe
INFERROGAHON, FOR @ PERToD oF HHREE MoNtHS, SPECiFicaLLY From OctoBer 29, 1993 UNFIL Janvary 31, 1994,

KeePing IN MIND HHat | HAVE SUFFERED PERMANENE DisaBiLities ds @ Resut of Hifis +orHVRE, suel as BREAKING oF HE
feet, @ eredk N HHE LEFE 8RM witH DEFORMIHY, FRACHRE iN HHE Foot of HIE RiIGHF LEG, aNp ofHER fRAceES HHat
REMATN UNFIL Now ON MY BobY. AND Not oNLY HHis, But HHERE was aN aHemPt 4o KilL ME iN @ DELTBERGIE MAONNER ON
OctoBer 19, 1987 8Y HHE SAME Division. ANp HHis is PRoveD BY e BULLE fHat | was Hit with anp TS scar RemMaiNs
ON MY BobY UNFIL Now, ON HIE LEFE STDE oF mY clgst aF Hig pirect Level of Hig Wear+!?

Last, wHatever e ReEsWLE oF HHE FoRENSiC MEDiCAL EYaMINGEION, | 8sk FRoM HHE 8SSEMBLY oF YouR cowRr} {0 REFER
ME 8S SoON 8s PosSiBLE {0 HHE HosPiaL For FuLL +ReAIMENE..KEEPING TN MIND fHAt HHERE HAS BEEN No MEDiCatioN
FOR ME UP UNFIL Now.

[Sianer]

ALt Xamer Auvao

Accusep oF @ ReLAFioNSHIP wit e Parey For Communist Action SN SYria
Mare 12, 1995

Comments of SYRiaN (overnment OfFiciaLs

SYRTAN QOVERNMENE REJECH 0U oF HaND ALLEGAKTONS oF 40RFRE MADE BY Political PRisoners. "Foreian [orqanizations] HHat
Hate fHis COUNFRY WRHE HHat @ PERSON was F0RFURED GND SENFENCED BECAUSE IE EYPRESSED HiS oPiNioN," MiNiSER of State For
Foreian APFairs NASER QADUR +olb Us”" [N GN EGRLIER iNPERVIEW, DURING @ DiSCUssion 8BovF +oRHRE, HHE MiNistER saib: "SomE oFFENsES
MiGHt occwr, THis is Not @ PRoBLEM—iH HAPPENS ALL OvER HIE woRLD." HE wENt ON $o SHRESS H1iat HOLDING $ORHURERS
BCCoUNFBBLE—"\WHBH WE DO WHEN WE FIND out" as HE MiNTstER Pub H—wn@s e keY fssue. [le aoved: "AN 88BUsER fs Punistep. THe
QOVERNMENF DOES Not sHaND with ffs arRms FoLpep,"”

MiNiStER (@PUR askep Hat we MENFON N HHis REPORE HHE INFORMOHFTON CONFAINED IN BN INFERIOR MINISHRY DPoCUMENY, patep
Qctoger 15, 1994, it was Provivep 4o Huvan Ricuts Wated pwriNG ovr Octoger 1994 visit 4o Damaseus.”  THe pocument PRoVIDED +HE
NOMES OF FWELVE OFFICERS FROM UNSPECIFIED SECWRTHY FORCES wWHo WERE FACING PROSECUHON OND HRTAL N NINE CASES FoR VARjouS
OFFENSES, TNCLWDING CAVSING FHE PEAHH oF 8 waNtED SusPect DWRING ARRESH (4o caP+a?Ns), CAUSING HHE DEAHH OF @ WOMAN WHILE IN
11 PRsVit oF 8 wantep suspect (a MaJoR), causing HHE DEAH OF @ POLTCEMAN DWRING @ JRAINING session (8 First L?zv+zNa~+),
BEAHING @ SUSPECH FOR DELAYING @ PA¥ROL DURING @ wepbing (@ MaJoK), GNP COVERING—UP iN HHE KiDNBPPING oF @ MaN's pauaHer (3
MaJoR). THe vates oF HHESE NINE CASES RANGED FRoM 1990 f0 1994, anp HHE INFERTOR MINTSIRY iNFORMAFON iNpicaten Hiat Hig Leqal
PROCEEDINGS WERE SHLL IN PROGRESS. NONE OF fHE NINE COSE DESCRIPEIONS PROVIDED aNY iNDiCatioN fHat PROSECUHONS WERE N
PROGRESS FOR Acts oF $0RIRE comMiHED DURING INFERROGAHION OF DEFATNEES BY vARIOUS BRANCHES oF HHE SECWRiEY aPPARAIUS, 0R FOR
dsuses ReLafep fo fHe fredtMeNt oF PoLitical susPects,

The 4ent case SN HHE pocuMENE INCLWED HHE FoLLowing INFoRMAtion: "MaJor AMER aL—Sa'ap. Was accusep oF g
MISEREBIMENE OF @ CHTZEN N ON INFERROGAETON SESSTON ON 11/4/91 iN HHE cOSE NuMBER 234/92. HE wWas SENFENCED +0 HEN YEARS anD
gict Mondis. e was SIRTPPED oF His RaNk. Paib 500,000 Syrian Lira [aprrovivately $11,100] fo fiE vickim, THE pECTSION was
GPPEALED, AND HIE HEBRING will Hake PLAcE N 9/25/94"  No INFORMAHON was PRoVIDED @Bout HIE BRANCH OF HE SECURIY aPParRatus
N wHiCH HHiS OFFiCER SERVED.

7INFERViEW, Damascus, APRIL 10, 1995.
*INFERViEW, Damascus, Marel 27, 1995.

7 Jwicial ane Bendvioral INvEstigations DeParRIMENE, MiNisERY of INFERjOR, Numger 82, Octoger 15, 1994,
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NowiHHSFANDING MiNTsHER QEDUR's statement Hiat ForFRE "MiGHF 0ccWR" GND woULD BE PUNTSHED, HHE REMORKS OF SECURHY
oWt Presivent Justice aL—NoWwR§ mMabe cLEAR fHat HE DoES Not BELTEVE ALLEGAHIONS oF +0RFVRE BY DEFENDANYS wHo GPPEAR BEFORE HHE
cowd, g folp vs:

[+ s NaturaAL HHat petainges will claim HHat HHey Have BeeN +orRHRED, BUF TH PRoBABLY i Not FRUE. THEY GRE
MakING 7 UP. WE RECORD HHE cLaiM, BY WE Do Not investicate. Tie peFenvant must o fo HiE CiviLian cowrY,
with 8 LawYeR, anp MAKE HE CHARGE Acdinst HHE OLLEGED GBUSER. THERE HAVE BEEN No CASES TN wHiCH @ MaAN Savs
HE Has BEEN FORIRED OND HIERE was dcual evivence.”

Justice aL—NowR| saip HHat COERCED CONFESSIONS GRE Not AccePdep gy HE secWRiY cowrt. "THE covrt poEs Not Hake iNto
CONSTPERGHON @ CONFESSION HHat coMES FROM F0RFWRE OR PRESSVRE., THE FORCED CONFESSTON 7S HRowN ot THE FiLE GoeEs +o e LeQaL
VISR wHo QUESHONS HHE DEFENDANT. [F HHE WRIHEN CONFESSTON—WHiCH 7S CLaiMED +0 HAVE BEEN COERCED—iS SUPPORIED BY ofHER
CORROBORBFING EVIDENCE, 1 wWilL BE CONSTDERED. [F HIE FORCED CONFESSION iS HIE SOLE EVIDENCE, HEN i+ s #HRowN out.""”

Qwr LEHER oF JUNE T3, 1995 $0 HE SYRTAN GOVERNMENE, SUMMARIZING HHE MAJOR FINDINGS oF HiiS REPORY, INCLWDED HHE
FOLLOWING CONCLUSTON:

DeFENDPONES BEING RTED BEFORE HHE SECWRiHY CoWRY HAvE BEEN FORFURED—OND N SOME CASES SERTOUSLY TNIVRED—WWHILE
UNDER INFERROGAHON 84 HE PALESHNE BRANCH oF MiLTHARY INFELLIGENCE, ATR Force INFELLIGENCE, Political Security
aND State SECWRIY. WE FOUND No EVIDENCE Hat SECWRIHY COWRY JUDGES HAVE REFERRED ALLEGED f0RIRE vickimMs For
FORENSTC MEDiCAL EYAMINGFIONS BY PHYSiCiaNS aHaclep +o HlE MINISERY oF Justice. WE would GPPRECIAtE aNY
TNFORMBFION TNDTCOFING WHEN GNP How HHE SECWRTEY cowrE Has INvesHGateED comPLANES @Bout FORFURE DURING
INFERROGEHTON.

THe GovERNMENE'S REPLY, pAtED JUNE 23, 1995, GAVE No CREDENCE 4o HiifS FinpiNG:

THe cLaiM ofF HIE VSE oF HoRIRE 7S BBSOLVIELY Not #RVE. [+ §s fMPoRIAN: +o REMIND You HHat SYRTAN Laws PUNisH
ANY OFFicial wHo MTSIREDES DEFATNEES OR PRISONERS. DURING HHE Last YEAR, MORE HHAN FoREY SECWRHY oFFiciils
[empLovees] were PRosecuiep gecavse MY cRossep Hie [Leqal] Line iN HHETR fREAIMENE OF PRISONERS. THEY wWERE
SENFENCED AcCorPING f0 HHE Lw, GNP 8RE Now N PRISON.

5. RELEASED PRISONERS: CONDITIONS, PRESSURE, AND PUNISHMENT

"Hey BRE Not CRIMINGLS, THEY JUSF SO 8 woRb. A woRP 7S ALwdYs STRONGER HaN 8 wedFon.”
—ELpERLY SYRTAN womaN. [uman Ricits watel intervigw, Latakia, APRIL 1995,

"HosE BEING RELEGSED GRE FACING 8 FERRIBLE HiME. [f 7S ONOHHER FoRM OF PRISON. THIS 7S @ wdY oF PUNISHING HE
WHOLE SOCTERY OND MBKING YEE MORE EXOMPLES FOR HIE RESF oF Us,"
—MiopLe—aaED SYRIAN womaN. Huvan RicHis Wated iNFERviEw, Damascus, APRIL 199s.
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INfERViEW, Damascus, Octoger 15, 1994,
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BEGQINNING N LAFE 1997, SYRTAN QutHoRIHES HAvE PERJODICALLY RELEASED GROUPS oF PoLitical PRISONERS, SOMEHMES iN LARGE
NUMBERS. THE Most DRAMAHTC PRISONER RELEASE was iN LAE 1991, wHEN GPPROYIMBHELY 3,500 DEFAINEES WERE SEt FREe” DWRING OUR
MiSSTON, HHERE WERE UNOFFICial REPORES OND NUMEROUS RUMORS +Hat soME 500 40 600 PRISUNERS HAP BEEN RELEASED iN Lafe MarcH anp
EARLY APRIL 1995 Sucy RELEASES INEVIHABLY ORE VIEWED 8S POSTHIVE SIEPS FowdRD IMPROVEMENF OF HHE GOVERNMENE'S HUMAN RiGHEs
Recorp. Human Riclts wWatel weLcoMES HIE RELEGSE OF GNY INDIVIDUAL HELD UNJUSELY FOR YEARS without 4RfaL. IN HHE SYRTAN Contexd,
HoWEVER, PRISONER RELEGSES GRE Not NECESSARILY aN iNpicator Hat REPRESSTON Has £aSeED, But MERELY Hat Hie state was suiFtep iis
factics.

[+ s RARE FoR @ RELEGSED PoLHical PRISONER +0 RESUME @ NoRMOL LiFE TN SYR7A, LE+ LONE +0 UNDERFAKE ONY FORM OF
TNPEPENDENT PoLiticaL activity, PEACEFL oPPoSTHON f0 HHE GOVERNMENE, OR HUMAN RiGHFS @bvocacy. PRESSWRE ON PRISONERS 8Y FHE
SECWRTHY aPPaRatUs 4o "aive WP PoLities" SoMEFIMES BEGINS PRIOR f0 RELEGSE, OND IN SOME CASES HAS BEEN @ CONDHTON FOR RELEASE.
THERE 7S 8LSO PoSH—RELEASE SVRVETLLANCE OND HARASSMENF BY SECWRTHY FORCES. [N HHE CASES OF RELEASED PRISONERS wHo HAVE PREViOUSLY
BEEN SENTENCED BY HHE stfe secWRilY cowri, HIERE is CONFINVING PUNISHMENY FoR fEN YEARS AFIER RELEASE, fHE PERiOD iN wHicH HHesE
INDIVIDUBLS ORE, UNDER HHE Law, PEPRIVED oF HIETR CiviL RiGHEs.

"HosE coMiNG oub oF PRISON kNow HHat PoLitics cannot B2 PRACHCED UNDER CURRENF CONDTHIONS," REMARKED ONE SYRIAN wHo
CONSTDERS HIMSELF @ MEMBER OF HE STLENCED PoLifical oPPosHioN aND HAs MEH with RELEASED PRISONERS. "Most oF 4iem HaveE LEGRNED
HIETR LESSON OND SHUN NY KiND OF PoLitical work. Somg Have Joined [He PoLiticaL] Paries N He [Na+ionaL Progressive] Front.
SECWRHY FORCES HAVE APPROACHED FAMILIES, INCLWING WiVES, GND PUF PRESSURE ON HHEM Psyclologically 4o 4eLL fHETR RELAtiVES {0 QivE
WP PoLites "™

SOME FORMER PRISONERS CONFINVE 0 SUFFER FRoM PHYsicaL pisagiLities as @ ReswLt oF foRFVRE INFLICIED ON HHEM fEN YEORS
850 oR LONGER. ONE CiviL ENGINEER, wWHo waS RELEGSED N 1934 GFIER FOWR YEARS oF DEFENFION witHout cHaRaEe, folb vs +Hat HE was
JoRIVRED UNDER INFERROGAEION with BEAEINGS, ELEctRiCiEy, He +ire, anp HHE "cicken™ e sustaines iNaWiES fo His Neck, gack,
RiGHE KNEE GND LEFE Foot, SOME OF wHicH GRE PERMANENE. HE CONEINVES 0 REQUIRE PHySicaL HHERAPY.™ ANOHHER FORMER PRISONER Sdib
fHat e cost oF aN oPERFION +0 coRRECH DEFORMTHES IN His Foot ane aNKLE, causep 8Y 4orRFWRE iN DaMascus iN 1990 af fHe PaLestine
BRANCH oF MLTHaRY INLELLIQENCE, was 50,000 o 60,000 Syrian Lira (agovt $1100 4o $1,333), @ LORGE SWM For fHE QVERAGE SYRiAN
FamiLy.”

PsyetoLogical SCarRs FRoM LONG YEARS oF DEFENITON HAVE DRIVEN SOME FORMER PRISONERS fo suicive, OHHERS SVFFER FROM
PEPRESSTON BECQUSE HHEY HAVE Lost YEGRS oF HHETR LIVES, CANNot FiND EMPLOYMENT, OND 8RE UNBBLE o #RAVEL oUISTDE fHE COUNERY
BECAUSE HHETR GPPLICAtIONS FoR PASSPORFS HAVE BEEN REFUSED BY AUHHORTHES witout eyPLaNation. "THEY HAVE RUINED OVR LVES aND Mabe
US PAVPERS," ONE FORMER PRISONER foLb Us. "| HAVE No HOVSE, No FAMILY, No MONEY 40 LivE, | @M ALmost FORFY—SEVEN YE@RS olp," saip
ONOHHER PRISONER wWHo waS UNMBRRIED o HHE +iME OF His GRRESE iN 1980 GNP waS HELD FOR OVER HEN YEBRS witHout CcHARGE.

Sz fovan RicHbs WakeH, worto Rerort 7995 (fuman Ricibs waten, New York: 1992) PP, s36—339,

103,

DURING HHE MISSTON, WE REQUESHED HIE NOMES OF HESE RELEASED PRISONERS FRoM MiNTs#ER oF SHafe For FoReioN AFFaiRS Naser
GavwR. We RePEQtED fHis REQUEST N @ LeHER fo HIE SYRIAN GovERNmENT batep JunE 13, 1995. As of HHE vate oF HHE PuBLication oF His
REPORF, WE HAVE Not RECETVED HiiS INFORMAHON.

IN#erviEw, Damascus, APRIL 1995,
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AMNESH INFERNBFIONGL DESCRiBES Hifs HECINIQUE 8S Follows: "[STHRAPPING HE vickiM 40 @ REVOLVING WOOPEN BAR RESEMBLING @
ROBSHING SPiH OND SWBIECHNG HiM R HER to BEAFING with sticks." See "Syria: Tor#vRe Y HE SECWRiHEY Forees" PP, 19—20,

"INFERVIEW, SYRTE, MARCH 1995, NaME oF iy witHHELD Y Human RicHts waten,

"INFERVIEW, SYRTA, APRIL 1995, NaME oF €ty withHELD gy Huvan Ricuts wakey,
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THe DiFFicULAiES Facep BY HUESE ND 0FHER PRISONERS HAS Not GONE UNNOHCED BY SYRIANS, AND MANY PEGPLE OFFERED US
ONECPotES BBOUE FORMER PRISONERS OND FHETR FAMILIES wHoM HHEY KNOw wHo GRE SUFFERING. "THOSE BEING RELEASED GRE FACING @
JerRiBLE $iME. [+ 7S GNOFHER FORM OF PRISON. THIS 7S @ waY oF PUNTSHING HHE wWHOLE SoCiERY anp MAKING YEF MORE EYAMPLES For HHE
Rest oF s," s HHE waY ONE wOoMBN wHo LiVES IN Damascus eYPRESSED it

PressWRE PRioR fo ReLedse

SOME PRISONERS HAVE BEEN PRESSURED BY @ SPECTAL SECWRTEY commitiee fo SiON @ wRIHEN PLEDGE oF ALLEGTANCE as @
CONDHHON FOR RELEASE. THE +ESHMONY 0F o FORMER PoLiHcal PRISONERS, ONE IN DaMascus anp HHig ofHER iN ALEPPO, SHED LicHt oN
How Hiis commitHEe APPROGCHED PRISONERS. THETR 4ESHIMONY LSO REVEALED HHE CONSEQUENCES FOR HHOSE wHo REFUSED o SiON HiE
PLEDGE,

SaLim Kiair Beik, N ENGINEER FRoM @ PROMINEN ALawi FaMiLY, wis GRRESIED BY SHate SECURIHY oN JUNE 7, 1990, wWHEN HE
was HiRIY—ho YEBRS olb. HE folp us HHat HE s POLTHICALLY TNDEPENDENY BND HAS NEVER BEEN @ MEMBER oF @ PoLitical Pardy. e was
IMPRISONED FOR HITRIEEN YEARS—MOSt oF HHEM without CHARGE—AND was Not RELEASED WNHL APRIL 1993, Kuair Beik PRoviDED US witd
pEdiLs aBout e PRESSWRE fHAt wis PLACED ON HiM BY HHE SECWRHY GPPARAFVS 8S @ CoNDTHION FOR His RELEASE.

KHair Befk, wHo PESIGNED SHEAM aND GaS FURBINES OND WORKED O HHE GOVERNMENI—0WNED QTRLINES, waS ONE OF @ GROVP OF
ENGINEERS OND LAWYERS FRoM DaMascus anp ALEPFO wHo wERE GRRESHED BEhween Marc ane May 1980.%° e gecan BY EYPLAINING e
REASON FOR His LoNG PESENFION:

IN 1990, | qave 8 4en— 40 +WELVE-MINUIE SPEEc N Damascus at @ MEeting of HiE EniNgErs' synpicate fuat ook
PLice FrRom APRIL 4 +o APRIL 8. | SPOKE iN FRONF oF 1,200 ENGINEERS—TH was HHE LARGESt mMEEHING HELD 8t Hiis
+iME. | CALLED FOR DEMOCRACY TN SYRTQ aND FHE CANCELLING oF MARFTAL Low. | dLso criticizep +HE oNE—PORHY
System.

THE OHIER LAWYERS GNP ENGINEERS WERE RELEQSED BERWEEN 1991 anp 1991, Kuair Beik was #He oNLY oNeE 4o B2 4RiED BEFORE HiE
SECWRHY CoVRE, MORE AN 4EN YEORS BFFER BRRESH, wiicH EYFENDED Iis MPRiSONMENS. [lE BELTeves gt Hiis HAPPENED BECAUSE N 1991
He REFUSED 40 STON 8 statement QIvEN +o HiM BY @ SPECTAL comMiHEE oF oFFicERs FrRoM PoLitical Secwridy. e saiv +Hat +He MEMBERS
OF HE FOWR—PERSON COMMIHEE WERE BRIGAPIER (ENERALS APNAN MaHMoww, MuHameD SETFoU ane NaziH NAQURi, anp Col. Axmae Rami,
PIRECHOR OF HHE OFFICE OF HIE GENERAL wHo HEAPED PoLitical SECURiHY.

THe commiHee askep vs Not 4o PEAL witl PoLitics, THE Hedd ofF HiE commitige askep ME 7F | wolld DEFEND
DEMOCRACY OND FREEDOM OFFER My RELEASE., He fook @ Piece oF PaPER anp cave # o ME. | ReFused +o Look at §t.
He wantep Me $o REGD 7 OND | REFUSED.

TiEY wantep us $o STON HHAE WE wolLd Not BE TNVOLVED N PoLikics, Hat wE wolld GQREE fo CoOPERGHE wWitl HiE
SECWRiHY aPParRafus, ane HHat wE wolld REPOR} fo SECWRTHY EVERY fvo weEks. ONE oF HHEM folb ME HHat e ofHERS
WERE RELEQSED, OND fHat HHE PiECE OF PAPER wWoULD Not BE SHowN 0 GNYONE.

109

Kuair Beik saiv #Hat ELEVEN LAWYERS GNP ENGINEERS FRoM ALEPPo WERE BRRESHED ON MaRcH 31, 1990 oR SeveraL vays Later. |
NOMED HHEM BS Follows: LawyERs AgveL Kariv 'Eissa (ReLeasep iN 1981 aFfEr eiauteen vontis N DEFENFION), Satim 'Aqit (ReLeasen in
1999), AeveL Masiv Mangounen (ReLeasen in 1999), Swreivya AgoeL Karim (reLeasen in 1999), Asap 'ULagr (ReLeasen in 19%), Saiv Nino
(reLeased TN 19% anp DTED iN 1999) ENGINEERS AgveL Maci> Asv SHata (ReLeasen in 1999), anv Agvel Havi aL—Aqras, DR. NagiL Salew, DR
JataL Kuanas, ane CHassan Nassar (aL reLeases N 1991).

e NameD e LawYERS BRRESHED N Damascus as: Havhuam MaLer, Bancret aL—Masovti, Apnan Oragi, anv MiceL Argash, aLL
ORRESIED TN M@y 1930 anp RELEASED iN 1996 MuvaFFaq aL—DiN aL—KVIBART, aN OLDER LAWYER ALSo GRRESHED iN MAY 1990 wHo was RELEASED
OF+er HREE OND @ HALF YE@RS TN DEFENFION. IN @opition o Himself, Kiair Beik saio +Hat +HE ofHER DaMasCus ENGINEERS GRRESHED N
APRIL 1990 incLupep: 'ALT Munammed (RELEASED GFIER HHREE AND @ HALF YEARS IN Dz+zw+7ow); anp Rivap Bustadi anp Mavoun SawaH (reLeasen
iN Decemeer 1991).

Hvman Rigrts waten/MivoLe East ) Juy 1995, \oL.7, No.d



For Four $0 FOUR GNP @ HALF MONFHS, HHEY DENTED ME FaMILY visThs, wHiCH Hab BEEN ONCE EVERY $wo wWEEKS. IN

Janvary 1992, a4 2:30 at NigHt, fHey fook ME FRoM APRA PRiSON {0 HHE GENERAL wHo was HEAD oF Political

SECWRTHY. WE +ALKED FOR ONE HOWR @Bovt HiE STHUAHON TN SYRTA, IN HHE ARGB wWORLD, AND IN HIE wWORLD, AFFER His,

HE s@i> FHA HE coulp Not Do ONVHHING FOR ME. THEN FHEY PU ME BEFORE HIE SECWRIY CoWRE.

IN APRIL 1992, Kuair Beik was QUESHONED BY PoLitical SECWRHY, anp HIEN QUESHONED AQEiN BY FHE STt SECWRHY PRoSECUIOR,
N PREPARAHON FoR His #RiAL BEFORE HIE SECWRHY OoWRE. No LAWYER was PRESENF DURING HiS SESSTON with HHE PRoSECUIOR. [ was
CHARGED witH COUNFER—REVOLUETONGRY Activities, DisSEMiNGFION oF FALSE iNFORMAEION, CREGHING DISORDER, AND SHAKING fHE CONFIDENCE oF
He Masses iN HHE aMs oF HHE ReEvoLUHON.

Kuair Befk—wHo tERMED HE SECURIY covrt " PoLifical anp EYCEPHONGL CoRE, Not 8 NoRMAL couR$"—REFUSED +o Have @
LawYER MAKE His peFensE statement. B wRotE His owN statement anp suemitiep i fo e cowrY. HlE DESCRTBED FOR s His TMPRESSIONS
oF HHe IRiaL:

| was 4RiED wit ELEVEN PEOPLE FrRom fHE ParEY For Communist Action. | was asfonisier +at +e Presioent of HE
cowrt [Justice Faver aL—Nowril pid Not kNow How LONG | HAD BEEN DEFQINED. | DEFENDED MYSELF FOR FIVE OR STY
MINVIES, | folp HHE JwaE fat AL | was QiVING IN HE sPeecy [BeFore HiE Enainggrs' synvicate N APRIL 1990]
WS MY OPINION.  THEY PRODUCED No EVIDENCE AGAINSt ME.

| foLp Hg cowrt Hat | was HHERE BECAUSE | REFUSED fo SIGN HHE Piece oF PAPER. THE JWQE foLb ME Hiat F | was
Not @ MEMBER oF @ PoLificalL Party, | sHoud Have SiONed 4. | folo Him +Hat HHE constifution Guarantees MY RiGHE
ds @ citizen,

9

Kuair Beik was RELEASED BY HHE COWRE ON APRIL 25, 1993, BECAUSE oF HE 4EN—YEGR statuie oF Limitations Hap eyPiren,” "l oo Not

PROMISE HiEM ANYHITNG," HE 0L US. "| wiLL CONFINVE 40 DEFEND MY PEOPLE 8s @ HuvaN RicHis avvocate.""

AY hie Fve oF Hilis INFERViEW, KHATR BETK was ENGAGED N @ LEGAL anb BUREAUCRAtic BatiLe fo oBHaiN BAck PAY FRoM, anp
REINSHatEMENT 0, His FORMER J0B 8% SYRIANATR, HHE state—ownep GiRLINE. HE sa@id gt oN Marey 22, 1995, @ HREE—JUWGE CouR}E
OVERFURNED @ LOWER COWRE RULING, OND GwaRDED Him His Back SaLaRY anb His JoB. THE court oRDERED HHAt HE BE Paip 100 PERCEN} oF His
SALARY FoR HHIRIEEN YEARS, OND FORMY PERCEN} since His RELEGSE.” "oMoRRow | will Go 4o $HE CoMPANY with $HE PocuMENt FRom HiiE
cort. THE CoMPANY +olb ME $Hat HHEY NEED PERMISSTON FROM SECWRHY fo REHTRE ME." WHILE HE HAS MAPE SLow PROGRESS iN REGAINING
His 308, INFERNGHTONGL #RAVEL fs MPossigLe gecause Kiair Befk's aPPLicaHioN FOR @ PASSPORE was Not PPROVED,

IN @ seParate INIERViEW, ONOFHER FORMER Political PRiSONER fESHiFED HHat HE 400 wWAS PRESSURED BY OFFICERS FRoM Political
SecWRiHY fo0 STON @ pocuMENT 8s @ coNpTHiON FoR His RELEBSE:

IN DecemBER 1997, HHERE waS AN GMNESH FOR PEOPLE NAMED oN @ List. THey star¥ep caLLiNG PEOPLE BY NAME iN
PRISON OND WE WERE FAKEN IN GROUPS oF FiF4EEN o HHE DiViSioN. | was BROVGH} BEFORE @ SECWRiEY committee: HREE
OFFicERS aND HE HEAD oF He Damascus BrRANCH oF Political Secwib. He folo Me Hiat | cowd Qo Home, gut | Wap
{0 SIGN @ Parer, FHat is was Just Routing.

AccorpING to SYRIAN LawYERS, HHE statule oF LiMitakions s HHREE YEBRS FRoM HHE DAYE OF GRRESH FOR @ MSPEMEANOR OND JEN
YEORS FOR @ FELONY.

"INtERVIEW, Damascus, APRIL 1995, KHTR BETk was ONE OF HIE FEw SYRIANS WE INFERVIEWED wHo CONSENIED fo HIE USE OF His NOME
iN HHis REPORY,

"Accorving fo SEVERAL DAMASCUS LAWYERS, SOME POLTATCAL PRISONERS wHo HAVE BEEN FOUND TNNOCENE BY HHE SECWRIY CoWRE, 0R wHo
HAVE BEEN RELEQSED BECAVSE ofF e stafule ofF LiMifations, HAvE BEeN @BLE fo REGAIN HHETR FORMER stafe—sector JoBS anp Back, SALARES.
But For HHosE SENFENCED BY HHE COVRE, COMPENSBHON FOR Lost SALARIES aND REFURN 0 HHETR FORMER JoBS S RWED ouf, HE LAWYERS S@ib.
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He was PRESENIED with 8 FYPEWRTHEN PiECE OF PAPER—A SHANDARD FORM, Not 8 PERSONALIZED pocument, HE folb vs fugh 7
CONFATNED HHE FOLLOWING PLEDGES: "H0 COOPERGIE with REGIME OND DEFEND THS PoLiHical LEBDERSHTF: to CoOPERME with HHE SECWRIY
APPARAIUSES AND TNFORM HHEM OF GNY COMMUNTCAEIONS GPPRESSED +0 ME: GND $0 GBANPON POLHHCAL woRK NP witHPRAw FROM HHE PaRSY."
He rerusep +o sion:

| saiv +Hat | woud Not siGN Becduse Hlis s aqainst +He consHHUEON ane HUMAN RiGHES cHarigrs. | +ook 74, ReEdD
# AcaiN, aNp FoLp Hem HHaH | waS SORRY. | ARQUED witl HEM FOR fEN MINUIES, | folb HHem: DoN't You seg g
DEMOCRATC FRENDS ALL OVER HIE woRLD? WaASN't HIE Ba'HH AN oPPosiion PAR$Y N HE 1950's?

THey dskep ME F | HAD @ wiFE anb cHiloReN. | folb Hem +uat | vio, vt +uat iF | sianed i | wolls Not B2 aBLe
to Look +HEM SN e e¥e. THEN HHEY foLb ME $o STON 7 aND HHEY wolld KEEP 74 @ Secred,

He geLieves Hat HE was Not RELEASED BECAUSE HE REFUSED +0 STON HHE DocUMENE. HE was HELD FoR GNOHIER +wo GNP @ HALF
YEBRS, OND HHIEN waS REFERRED f0 HE SECWRHY COWRE, WHERE HE was #RIED aND SENFENCED, "PEGPLE FRoM e PaREY For ComMuNist
Action ano HHe Communist Par#y—PoLifical Bureau ane NASERTIES wHo REFUSED +o STGN HHESE SHAfEMENTS WERE HELD LONGER aND fHEN
sent +o HiE SECWRTHY cowrE. WHEN | was FINALLY RELEASED, | waS GIVEN @ LECHRE 880U Not RESORFING $0 SECRECY iN MY woRk. | saib
1at WE D> Not CHoUSE SECRECY. [+ was FORCED ON VS BY HHE BBSENCE oF FREEDOM GNP DEMocRAcY."”

SYRiaN auvitorHiES vioLate HE RIGHES oF INDiVIDVALS 40 HoLD OPINTONS witHout INFERFERENCE BY CONDTHIONING HHETR RELEGSE ON
STANING suel PLepaes.” ONCE PRISONERS GRE NFORMED $Hat HHETR FREEDOM DEPENDS ON ENDORSING @ PARFTCULAR PoLitical viEwWPOING,
FHETR CONFINVED TMPRISONMENY CONSEHUIES @ FORM OF DISCRIMINGFION ON HHE 8aSis oF HHETR BELIEFS—REGORDLESS OF HHE acts FoR wHicH
Hiey weRE INTHALLY MPRisoNED.”  Suel PpEoLogical Litmus fests GRE 0BIECHONGBLE BECAUSE HHEY Stow HHAt HHE cRiMiNL Justice
PROCESS iS Not BASED ON 0BJECHVELY DEFINED CRIMINGL CoNpuct, BUt iS OPENLY USED 8S @ wEAPON to INFIMIDBFE OND STLENCE Political
OPPONENES oF HHE state. LovaLty oddus of HHis sort violate HHe INFERNGEIONALLY RECOGNTZED RiGHF +0 FREEDOM OF HHougH! ano HE
RiqHE 0 Holo OPINTONS without interFEReEnce.”  THESE pocwMENES dlso viol@le ofHER SNIERNGEIONAL stanvarps fHat quaraniee fue
EQUALHY OF BLL PERSONS BEFORE HHE Law anb HHE RIGHE Not fo BE DEPRIVED oF ONE'S LiBER$Y EYCEPE N BCCORDANCE witH PROCEDWRES
estaeListeD ey Law.

Fear ano Presswre aF#er Reigase

RELEASED PRISONERS OND HHEIR FaMiLies GRE RELUcHaNt fo MEEF wit HuMaN RiGHES TnvEsHGators. THEY kNow, oR BELTEVE, Hiat
HHeY GRE UNDER HHE SURVETLLANCE OF SECURTHY FORCES. SOME HOVE BEEN SUMMONED FOR QUESHIONING, HHREGIENED, aND askep fo cooPERAiE
with HE SECWRTHY GPPARAIUS 8S INFORMERS. "FaMiLies 8RE SUPFERING FINANCTALLY anp EMoFONBLLY," SAT> ONE FORMER PRISONER wWHo was
RELEGSED IN 1993 GFIER SERVING MORE FHAN +EN YEARS TN DEFENFTON witout claRae. "AFHER RELEGSE, HE PRESSWRE BEGINS AGAIN, BUE iN
ohier ways." He saio +at oNe vonH BFHER 1iS OWN RELEGSE, HE waS SUMMONED fo MEE} Wit @ BRIGADIER GENERAL TN MiLHaRY
INteLLiqence.

"InfERViEW, ALEPPO, APRIL 1995.

TeArtiete 19(1) oF HHE INFERNGHONGL CovENANY oN CiviL anb PoLitical RicHbs states: "EVERYONE SHOLL HAvE HIE RIGHF fo Holp GPinTons
without sN#erFeReNnce.”

"See Ar¥seLe 2% oF e ICCPR.
Sk Ar¥icLes 18 anv 19 oF g ICCPR.
TS Artictes 1 ano 9(1) oF ICCPR.

"INfeRviEW, Damascus, APRIL 1995,
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AN ENGINEER OND FORMER POLIHCAL PRISONER, wHo waS HELD without CHARGE FOR OVER FOUR YEBRS iN HHE 1990's, cautionep us
H1a+ NEWLY RELEBSED PRISONERS WERE UNDER SURVETLLANCE aND PROBABLY wolLb BE aFRA 4o sPeak. He saiv HHat aFHER His owN RELEGSE
N 1984 LE 1A BEEN SUMMONED FOR QUESHONING BY SECURTHY OFFFCERS, BUF was No LONGER.”  "BEFORE PRISONERS GRE RELEASED, HIEY GRE
+oLp Not 4o HaLk," saT> ONE LAWYER wHo HAS MEH witl FORMER PRISONERS. SOME HAVE RESORIED +0 ViSTBLE PRO—GOVERNMENS GESHURES 4o
keeP secwRity Forces awdy. "FaMiLies aRe PUHKING VP PICHRES oF BasiL Asab” at HiE ENFRANCE oF HUETR Hoes," HE LAWYER AbDED.

WE VisHED @ PROFESSTONAL SN DAMASCUS wHo HAP BEEN RELEASED FRoM PRISON N QOctoBER 1994 GFIER SERVING OVER HEN YEBRS N
pEdENtioN. THE MAN was visTeLY FRIGHENED. e saio +Hat HE waS UNDER SURVETLLANCE FROM His HOME f0 HiS wORKPLACE, anp Hat Since
HiS RELEASE HE WA BEEN SUMMONED FOR QUESTIONING @ FEw fimes. He vecLined fo spedk o vs.™

WE TNFERVIEWED GNOHHER FORMER PRISONER wHo HAP BEEN RELEASED iN 1991 HE folb Us #Hat HE was CaLLED TN FoR QUESHONING
IN APRIL 1995 BY Political SECURTEY iN DaMascus, FIVE Days BEFORE we MEF with M. Hie 4olp us fat N HHE SESSION, wiicH Lastep For
ONE HOWR, ON OFFiCER HHREGIENED HiM wit @ HHREE—YEBR PRISON SENPENCE FOR SUPPRESSING iNFoRMAtion.” THE oFFicer askep iim to st
DOWN AND WRIHE His LiFE HistorY, FRoM BiRM UNHL f1iat moment. He sai> #Hat e was "Pustep aroune" BY HHE OFFICER anD FHIREGIENED
witl BEAEING, BUE was not torFRED,” HlE folb vs fuat fis HYPE oF HARASSMENE waS MORE FREQUENE TMMEDTAELY GFIER HE was
RELEASED FROM PRISON, WHEN HE waS SUMMONED HHREE $IMES @ wEEK ON GVERAGE, SOMELIMES FRoM His PLACE oF work.”™

We 8Lso +8LkED $0 @ DAMASCUS—BASED PROFESSIONAL wHo waS BRRESHED N 1993 AND HELD without CHARGE FOR FOUR YEBRS iN
TapMoR MILTHARY PRISON GND HIEN FOR OVER FOUR YEBRS TN SEDNGYA PRISON. e wis RELEASED iN Late 1991, He INFORMED Us #at wHEN 1E
waS SUMMONED FoR QUESHIONING OFFER His RELEASE HE wias AskeD F HE was MEEFING wit PoLitical activists or RECETVING PoliticaL
LiHeratie, HE saiv fHat He was INsHRucHED 40 INFORM HHE SECURTHY GPPARAFUS OF ANY Sucl oCCURRENCES, HE abved #at HE was aLso
WORNED Wit HHE FOLLOWING woRDS: "Now HHERE fS @ COVRY, AND You €aN BE SENJENCED 40 HHREE YEBRS FOR REGDING AN fLLEGAL
NEwsPaPeR,"™

Restrictions oN Freevom oF Movement ane EMPLoYMENE
THE DENTAL oF PASSPoRES GND PUBLiC SECHOR EMPLOYMENY HitS MAONY FORMER PRISONERS HHE Harvest, "I s iMPossigLe 4o RESUME
8 NorMAL LiFE," Saib aN ENGINEER wHo was RELEGSED N 1991, e continvep:

[ M GN EYAMPLE. | was @ GOVERNMENF EMPLOYEE. WHEN | waS RELEGSED, HHE HEQD oF Political SECWY iN ALEPPo
foLo Me fat | coud Go gack fo MY obb JoB. | REPORIED f0 woRk TMMEDTAELY, BUF fHey +olb ME +Hat fHey NEEvED
fo qet aPPRovAL. Tilis was FHREE GNP @ WALF YEdRs 8Go. | LE@RNED fHRovaH [PErsonaL connections] Hiat (el
secwrity [apparatus] Mave @ pecision At | CONNoF WORK ONYWHERE. [ 8Lso CONNot GEH MY PassSPoRE.

"iNteRViEW, Homs, Maren 1995,

"Mas. BasiL Asap, HHE PRESTOENE'S 0LpESH SON, was KILLED N aN AvkoMoBILE AccibENt oN HHE way fo Damascus @iRPORE oN JANVARY
21, 1994, WHEN HE was HIRIY—ONE YEORS oLb. MaNy SYRiaNs BELTEVE fHat fHE PRESTDENS HAP BEEN GROOMING HiS SON @S HiS SUCCESSOR. IN
Damasevs, PotoGRAPHS, PAINFINGS aND SILKSCREENED TMAGES oF BASIL CAN BE SEEN N GOVERNMENH BUILDINGS, N HIE Hamavivva soug, iN g
LOBBIES OF RESTOENFAL BUILDINGS GNP ON GPARFMENT ENFRONCE DOORS, ON STREEILAMPS, GNP ON HIE DASHBOARDS GNP REOR WiNPOWS OF
1ayicoes, MICRoBUSES aNp PRIVAHE QUfoMOBILES. SoME oF HIESE TMAGES ORE ACCOMPANTED BY Y} DESCRiBING BasiL Asap 8s 8 MARHR.

™Tits meeking fook PLACE IN Marey 1995,

"AR¥TCLE 398 oF Mg PENGL CobE states: "EVERY SYRIAN who kNows 8Bou 8 CRIME AGAINSH HHE SECWRHY oF HE SHAE anp DoES Not
TMMEDTAFELY TNFORM FHE PuBLic autHoRiHY 8Bovt i+ will BE PUNTSHED BY TMPRISONMENT FRoM ONE fo HHREE YEGRS AND DEPRIVAFION OF Civil
RigHis."  CiHEp N AMNESEY INFERNGEONGL, "SYRIA/REPRESSTON aND IMPUNIHY: THE ForRGoHEN vickims," APRIL 1995, Al INpeEY: MDE 24/02/9s,
P, 13

"RaNk GND NAGME OF OFFTCER witHHELD BY Human RicHEs Wated fo PRofect HE TDENEHY oF HHE SOWRCE,
"INteRviEW, Damascus, APRIL 1995,

124,

[NfERViEW, Damascus, May 1995.
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THe ENGINEER HoLb US 41at HE Hap GPPLIED MANY $IMES FOR His PassPort. Eacy #ive, e saio +Hat HE wasS INFORMED oRALLY tuat
His aPPLicatioN was "Not aPPRovED," witl No REASONs PRovipED. "THEY Just want fo make examPLes oF PEoPLE" LE Remarkep.”

"l was RELEGSED EiGHIEEN MonHHS 80, BUE | AM SHLL iN PRiSON," @ FORMER PRISONER Now iN His For¥ies 4olp us, "My
PassPorR}: was PENTED anD | cannot FRAVEL, | Do Not HAvE @ J0B, AN | HAVE No moneY fo qed @ License [$o st ] @ company.™™
ANOHHER FORMER PRISONER SPOKE ON BEHOLF OF HIMSELF aND OHHERS OCCUSED oF MEMBERSHIP N HHE SAME UNAVHHORTZED Political GRouP:
"NONE OF US €N LEQVE SYRiA BECAUSE wWE Do Not HAVE OVR PASSPORES. WE GRE DEPRIWVED OF OUR CiviL RIGHES, GNP CANNOF woRk N

nwnt
GOVERNMEN} J0BS.

THE DENTAL OF PASSPORES witHoUt GNY SEMBLANCE OF DUE PROCESS 7S @ vioLatioN oF HIE RiGHE 4o FREEDOM OF MovEMEN?
GUARANIEED BY HHE INFERNGHIONAL Covenant on CiviL anp PoLifical Ricnts.”™ INFERNGEONAL Law PROVIDES SAFEGUARDS AGAINS GRETRARY
RESHRICHONS BY BUEHORTATES ON FREEDOM oF MovEMENE™ THE SYRTAN GOVERNMENE s iN vioLakion oF TS 0BLIGAIONS UNDER INFERNBHTONGL
Law wWHEN T+ DENTES PasSPorEs +o ciHi7ENS witHout PROVIDING iNFORMAHTON @BoVH @ REASONBBLE 8aSis, iN PREViOUSLY ESHABLISHED RULES,
FOoR sucH actioN aND witHout PROVIDING citizens witH FHE oPPORIUNIEY FOR @ HEBRING ON +HE REGSONS FoR HHE DENAL. BARRING PuBLjCc—
SECHOR OR PRIVAIE EMPLOYMENT FOR FORMER PoLifical PRISONERS 7S @ ViOLAHION OF DUE PROCESS WHEN, BY DOING So, AUtHORiHiES TMPOSE @
PENALEY BEYOND FHOSE CONYEMPLAIED 8Y LaAw OR BY @ CowrY.

Post—ReLease Punisiment: DePrivatioN of CiviL Riquts

THe Most CoNFROVERSTAL LEGAL SANCHON TMPOSED ON RELEASED PoLTHCAL PRISONERS wHo HAVE BEEN SENIENCED BY Hg state
SECWRHY COWRE S @ PUNISHING FEN—YEAR DEPRIVALION oF civiL Riguts (yuue MBPANTYYB, N ARas?C). THis PROVISTON 1S CONFAINED TN HHE
SYRiGN PENOL CobE, wHicH SPECIFiES +Hat INDIVIDVALS CONVICHED OF CRIMINAL OFFENSES GNP SENFENCED f0 TMPRISONMENT witH $EMPORARY
HORD LaBoR ORE 40 BE SRTPPED oF HHEIR CiviL RIGHES FRoM HHE DAY OF SENFENCING 40 +EN YEOGRS FoLLowiNG HHE EYPIRAFTON OF HHETR
sentence.™

AccorpiNG +0 SYRTGN LAOWYERS, TNDiViDUALS PENOLTZED wit HHE Loss ofF civiL RiGHEs caNNot work N HHE state sector oR
REFRN 40 HHETR FORMER GOVERNMENY J0BS. THEY CONNot Vot OR RUN FOR OFFICE, 0R SERVE N HHE COUNCIL oF @ synpicafe or sect, "Tie
JWGE wWRIHES HE ORDER DENYING CiviL RigHEs. [+ accoMPanies HHE ofHER verpict, [+ is aufomatic anp SUPPLEMENIAL," ONE LawYeER folb
us. "AFHER e EN—YEBR PERIOD ENDS, You Must Go BAck fo HHE COVRF AND GPPLY FOR @ RESHORAHON OF YouR civiL RiGHIS" LawYERS wWE
INFERVIEWED S@iD> +Hat 4 was UNJust o DEPRIVE RELEASED PoLHicaL PRISONERS oF HHETR CiviL RiGHFS FoR @ DECADE, GNP EMPHASTZED 1ot
s SANCHON HAS EVEN BEEN GPPLIED +0 PRISONERS SENFENCED fo HIREE—YEAR +£RmS. ORDINGRY citizens acreev. "Tey are Not
criMiNGLS," AN ELDERLY womaN N Latakia remarkep. "THeY sust <o @ worD. A woRD S alwdys SHRONGER +HHaN @ weaPoN."

PoINFERViEW, ALEPPO, APRIL 1995,

"INfeRviEw, DaMaseus, APRIL 1995,

"INERViEW, DaMasevs, APRIL 1995,

™ prticLe 12(2) of e ICCPR states: "EVERYONE SHOLL BE FREE o LEQVE ONY COWNFRY, INCLUDING HiS owN."

" prticLe 12(3) oF 4 ICCPR states iat HiE RiGHE 4o LEGVE Ny CouNIRY "'SHALL Not B2 SWBJECH +o ONY RESIRTCHONS EYCEPY HiosE
WHICH GRE PROVIDED BY Law, GRE NECESSARY f0 PRofecH NaKiONGL SECWRiHY, PugLic orver (oRprE PUB’Lf'C), PuBLic HgdLtH oR MoRALS OR HHE
RIGHES GNP FREEDOMS OF OHIERS, GNP GRE CONSTSTENE WiH HHE OHIER RiGHES RECOGNTZED N HHE PRESEN' Covenandt."

AR¥CLE 63 oF HHE PENGL cobE. THIS GRETCLE aLso sEPWates At HHosE SENJENCED fo LIFE MPRISONMENE GND HARD LABOR GRE

PERMANENILY SERTPPED oF HHETR CiviL RiGHES.
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Homan Ricits watel oB4aINED @ coPY oF HIE SECWRTEY covrt's pECTSION IN HHE case oF DR. KHALi> NASER oF ALEPPo, wiicy

INCLWDED @ BRTEF REFERENCE f0 HHE DEPRIVAKION OF His civiL RiqHEs.” DR, NASER, @ PHYSTCIAN wHo SERVED @S SECREFARY—GENERAL oF HiE
PoPULaR Naserie Qraanization (PNQ), aN UNBUHHORIZED PoLiHcaL GROVP, was BRRESHED iN SEPIEMBER 19%. HE was Pub on 4Ridl iN e
SECWRiY cowrE N 1992, ALtHougH statements were +aken FRoM DR. NasER oN APRIL 14, 1992, His €owRE CASE PRAGGED ON FOR MORE HHaN
o YEBRS, DUE f0 MANY PosHPONEMENSS. IN HiS PEFENSE, DR. NASER bib Not DENY HHat HE wds @ MemBER ofF e PNO vt arguep uat 5+
WS @ DEMOCRAEIC, NONVIOLENE ORGANTZAHON. THE courY SENFENCED Him fo SiY YEBRS OF +EMPORARY HARD LABOR FOR OPPUSING HHE Godls oF
Hig REVOLUKION OND DEPRIVED HiM oF His civiL RiqHis. HE was ORDERED RELEGSED BY HE CoRE IN MaY 1994 BECAUSE HE HaD BEEN DEHAINED
N EYCESS OF HHE LENGH oF His SENtENCE,

Hman Ricuts watey/MiopLe Fast

Human RigHEs Waked 7S @ NONGOVERNMENEAL ORGANTZAHION ESHABLISHED SN 1973 40 MONHOR 8NP PROMOIE HHE 0BSERVANCE oF
INFERNBHTONBLLY RECOGNTZED HUMAN RiGHES N AFRica, HlE AmERicds, Asia, fie MippLe East anp among HHiE STaNatoriES oF HE HELSING
Accorps, 4 7S SUPPORIED BY CONFRIBUFTONS FROM PRIVAHE iNDIVIDUALS AND FOUNDAFIONS WORLDWIDE, [+ BCCEPES No GOVERNMENE FUNDS,
DiRECHLY OR INDIRECHLY. Kennetd Rotl is HE Execukive pirector: CYNHHIA BRowN 7S HHE PRoGRAM DiRECHOR: Holly J. BurkyaLier fs g
dovocdey PRECHOR: ANN S. JoHNSON is HHE DEVELOPMENE DiRECHOR: (ARA LAMARCHE is HHE Associtde pirRector: Juan E. MENDEZ 7S GENERAL
couNsEL; SusaN QsNos 7S HHE CoMMUNICAEToNS DIRECHOR; aND DERRTCK WONG 7S HHE FINONCE aND apmiNisIRAFION DiRector. Rogert L.
BERNSHEIN 7S HHE CHATR OF HHE BodRD aND ADRIAN W. DEWIND iS vice chair. [Fs MiopLe Edst pivisioN was EsHagLisED iN 1989 +o MoNiHOR
N> PROMOYE HHE 0BSERVANCE OF INFERNGHONGLLY RECOGNTZED HUMAN RiGHES IN fHE MiopLe East ano Nordd AFRicd. CURiSTOPHER (EORGE fs
e executive pirector; ERie (oLpstEIN s HHE RESEARCH DiRector: Aziz Agv famap anp \IRGINTG N. SHERRY 8RE associate piReciors:
AwdLi SamMara s e associates BriaN OwsLey fs +e LEONGRD SanpLer Fellow. (aRY Sick fs HHE cHair oF HHE @pvisorRY commiHEE anp
Lisa ANPERSON aNp BRuce Rage are vice chairs.

"Decision No. 1225 oF 1995 oF HE stale SECWRIY cowrl: SEE APPENDTY A FOR 8 CoPY oF HHE ORIQINGL pocuvent anb HHE ENGLISH

FRANSLALION.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIY A
State Secwiby Covrt Decision IN HHe Case of DR, KuaLio Naser. THe AR@gic oRiQINAL Follows.

Statement

AFEER EYAMINING HHE FILE REGTSHERED [IN OVR CoVRE] UNDER HHE NUMBER 37 oF 1994, wiicH was OPENED For HIE susPect KiaLiv Bin Agou
AL—NaseR, @ RESTDENF OF ALEPPO..WHO 7S SUSUPECHED oF comMithing fHE FELONY OF JOINING N oRGANTZAtION HHat was estasLlisuer fo
CHINGE HE SocTaL AND ECONoMTC STRUCIURES GNP FUNPAMENIAL BASES oF SoCiEd, anp HHE FELONY oF 0PPOSING HHE Godls oF HiE
RevoLuHioN BY SPREADING FALSE INFORMAFION +0 CAUSE DiSORDER NP SHAKE HHE CONFIDENCE oF HE MAsSES N HHE Gobls ofF HHE Revolufion,

THe suPreme sHate SECWRHY cowrt, BY VIRFE oF ifs DECISToN NUMBER 24 ON MARCH 27, 1994, HAS DECTOED HHE FOLLOWING:

1 INcareerating HHig susPect KuaLiv BiN ABoU aL—NASER For commitHHiNG HHE FELONY OF 0PPOSING HHE Godls of He
RevoLUEioN, N BCccorRPENCE witH HHE PRoViSiONS oF ARHICLE 3 oF DECREE No. 6 OF 1965, GND SENTENCING HiM f0 NINE YEARS OF fEMPORARY
HARD LABOR. BECAVSE HHE FELONY iS TNCLUDED iN HHE GENEROL AMNESHY DECREE NUMBER 11 oF 1998, His SENIENCE will BE DECREASED BY ONE—
HHirp, so fHat T+ BECOMES STY YEARS OF +EMPORGRY HARD LOBOR.

2. ALFERING HHE OFFENSE OF JOINING GN ORGONTZAHION HHa+ was estasLisHer +o cHaNGE HE stRucHRE oF HHE state with HHE
PROVISTONS OF ARFTCLE 306 oF HIE PENBL CObE iNto @ MISDEMEANOR, 8CCORDING +o ARFicle 293 oF fHe PENAL cobe. Becavse Hiis crIME s
covered BY HE QENERAL amnesty [pecree] NuvBer 2 oF 1992, fHE cdse aadinst HHE SUSPECE FOR CoMMIHEING HHiS CRIME will BE DROPPED,

3. (aLeuLating HHe PeRiob oF DEFENETON 8S oF SEPIEMBER 3, 1986, 8S PARE oF HHE DWRAFION oF HHE SENJENCE, OND SINCE HE
SPENt MORE HIAN HHE DURAHON oF His sentence [iN pefention], [ive oroer] dis fMMEDiate RELEASE UNLESS HE 7S DEFAINED FOR OFHER
REASONS.

4, CwRIBILING GNP DEPRIVING HiM OF His civil RiGHIS iN GCCoRPANCE Wit AREiCLES 50 AN 63 oF HHE PENGL CobE, aNp LEHING
i+ BE kNowN HHat HHis DECiSiON HAs AcqUiRed FiNaL status aFEr BEING AUVIHORTZED BY HHE SPECiaLizED AUHHORTY, IN BCCORDANCE witH
PECiSioN NUMBER 52 oN May 5, 1994,

THe Svpreme State Secwrity Covrt
/1225/1995
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APPENDIY B
State Secwrity Cowrt \erpicts, 1993—1994

Huvan Ricts Watcl RECEIVED HHIE FOLLOWING TNFORMBHON, SOME oF 7 INCOMPLE}E, FROM SOURCES iNSTDE SYRTA 8Bout SHAHE SECWRTEY cowt
VERDTCES TSSUED TN 1993 aND 1994 aGAINSE SEVENIY—STY DEFENDONFS 8CCUSED oF MEMBERSHTP N UNAVHHORTZED Polifical orRGaANizZa+ioNS anv
RELAIED CRiMINOL OFFENSES.

Huvan Ricits Watel was UNGBLE 4o VERTFY His INFORMAHION TNPEPENDENILY. IN 8@ LEHER pated JUNE 13, 1995, WE PRESENIED HESE Lists
+o HHE SYRIAN GOVERNMENE, GNP GSKED FOR COMMENES ON HHE @ccwRacY oF HHE pa+d OND REVISTON OF TINFORMAHION HHat was INCORRECH,
As of Hie vate ofF e PuBLictioN of His REPORE, WE HAVE Not RECETVED sucl commeEN?s.

A. \ERDICTS ISSUED ON APRIL 21, 1994

NINEFEEN Bccusep MEMBERS OF HHE CoMMUNist ParR#Y—PoLitical BUREAU WERE SENFENCED, ND OLL OF HHEM RECETVED SENFENCES OF HWELVE
{0 FiFtEEN YEBRS. EdcH SENIENCE waS REPORIEDLY ACCOMPANIED BY DEPRIVAEION OF CiviL RiGHES.

THe cowRE BLSO fSSVED JUGMENES AQAINS SEVEN ACCUSED MEMBERS oF HE PaREY For Communist Ackion. Four of HHESE pEFENDANES WERE
SENFENCED $0 4ERMS OF +WELVE ND FIFFEEN YEBRS. THE GOVERNMENE DiD No¥ REPLY $0 OUR REQUEST CONCERNING WHEHHIER HHESE PRISON
SENFENCES WERE GCCOMPANTED BY DEPRIVALION oF CiviL RigHis.

Communist Par#y—PoLiticaL Bureav

Firteen years

1. Omar Havek, arresten iN 1997,

2. Yassin el—llas SaLey, arrestep N 1990, mMEDiCAL scHool SHUPEN,
3. FaruaN NER BEY, GRRESHED IN 1990, ENGINEERING SHUDENS.

4, AbNaN Magedp, arrRestED N 1990,

5. Yosua eL—KuatiF, arrestep iN 1990, +£dcier,

6. ADNGN ABv JEN@B, BRRESTED N 1980, ENGINEER.

7. Aumep Fayez aL—Fawaz, arrested N 1990, poctor.

8, OmaR Q@sHasH, ARRESHED N 1990, #RAPE UNiONTSH.

9. Mustara aL—{ussein, GRResHED IN 1992, +EACHER.

10. AgvaLLan Kageara, GRRESIED IN 1997, LAWYER.

M. AMIN MBRDINT, BRRESHED TN 1980, ARFisaN.

12. Mwamep Savev Rasds, arrestep iN 1980, UNIVERSTHY stupend.
Ts. ApiL Aumap, 8RRestED TN 1980,

14, AgveL Karim 'Eissa, aRRESHED N 1990,

15, Wikmat MurIaNEH, BRRESHED N 1997,

Fowrteen years

1. Nicola Jauer, arRrestep iN 1980, PHARmACTSY.

2. lanna Navir, arRestED iN 1990,

NotE: THE SYRIN GOVERNMENF REFORFED #0 Us HHBF Bot oF HIESE MEN wERE RELEGSED on OctoBeR [5, 1994, BECAUSE HHEY HAD SERVED HHETR
SENFENCES OF FOLRFEEN YEORS.

THiR#EEN YEBRS
Aram Kura Beif, arRrRESHED IN 1997,

TWELVE YE@RS
Mwiamep Kuair KiaLar, arrestes iN 1997,

Par#y For Communist Action
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Firteen years
1. SaFwaN AgasH, aRResTED N 1991,
2. QusaMa AsHowr, GRRESIED iN 1992, UNIVERSTHY SHUDENE.

3. MBZEN SHAMSEEN, GRRESHED iN 1997, UNTVERSTHY SHUDENS.

TWELVE YE@RS

AvBR Rizzik, UNTVERSTY SHUbENS.
SN Yedrs

KHaLaF 7ar70WR, LABORER.

Fow years
M'tasen Ra'ren

INNocent
flagie Mv'aLa

B. OTHER VERDICTS ISSUED IN 1994

Human RigHts Watel RECEVED INFORMAEION $Hat HHE FOLLOWING SEVEN OHERS DEFENDANES ACCUSED OF MEMBERSHIP iN HHE ParRHY For

CommuNist ActioN WERE SENFENCED N 1994 o $ERMS RANGING FRoM EiGHE Yo FiFIEEN YEORS.

Firteen years

1. Ratie Sy'ago, arrester iN 1993
2. Feras Eunis, arresten iN 1982,
3. Aziz Tagsi, Grresten iN 1993,

THIRIEEN YEARS
A—{lari# AL—Negran, arRrRestED N 1994 oR 1995,

TWELVE YE@RS
Avig aL—Jani

Eiqut years
Bassam Bavovr, arRrESIED N 1999,

Taysir Hasown, arrested IN 1999,

C. VERDICTS ISSUED ON QCTOBER 19, 1993

THe iNForRMBEioN RECEIVED 8Y Hluman RicHts Watc fNcLuwep HE e oF ARRESH GNP PLACE OF RESIDENCE OF SOME oF HIE iNiviDudLs

Listep.

Par#y For Communist ActioN

Firseen years

1. AoeL HaLim Rowmiva, arresten iN 1982, From Latakia.
2. Jia> 'enagi, arRResteD IN 1992, FRom Latakia.

. ADNON BaHLowLi, aRRESTED N 1982, From Latakia.

4, MaLik Asav, arrestep N 1992, From Latakia.

5. ALT aL—Barazi, GRRESIED iN 1982, FRom SaLamivya.

6. FaisaL AlLoush, BRREstep N 1995, FRoM SaLamiyva.
7

%}

9

K

. MunHER MiLiem, arRrResHed IN 1996, FrRoM Homs.
. HaveL Youser, arrestep iN 1997, From Homs.
. MarRwaN Malasen, arRRestED iN 1984, FRoM SWETDA.

Huvan Ricuts watey/MiooLe East
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10. MarwaN aL—AL7, GRRESHED TN 1984, FRoM SWEiDA.
M. Yasir MiLueLs, From Homs.

12, Tivav Joga'a

13, Yauya Movr$ava

T4, MNR SHa'go

TWELVE YE@RS

1. AgveL Karim Kuroivya, arresten iN 199, FRom ALEPPO.
2. WaFiq aN—Nougri, aRRestED IN 1997, FRoM Homs.

3. QHAssAN EL—MiFLey

4, Kuariv Kuayoar

5. MarRwaN Muamed

6. Hayhuam Maviove

TEN Years

1. Youser Y170, GRRESHED N 1996, FRoM SaLaMiyva.

2. Taref AgveL Razzak, arrestep iN 1996, From Hama.
3. Ni70R MakHowl, arRrResteD iN 1997, From Hama.

4. Natdir aL—SayFi, arrRestep N 1996, FrRom (at+ana.

5. AgveL LatiF aL—Omar, arrested iN 1987, From [lama.
6. NpaL Aizovgi, arRrReSHED N 1997, FRom Tariovs.

7. SHaHow SHaHow, GRRESTED iN 1987, FRoM MisyaF.

EiqHt years

1. Hamep aL—Jasem

2. Bassam Joumd'

3. ABbEL Aziz aL—JarF
4, [BrAHIM BERAGPAR

SEVEN YE@RS
1. JwaiR AsHadr, arrestep SN 1987, From Latakia.
2. Aumav RiFa", FRom Homs.

SN Yedrs
1. AyMaN Dacrestani, arRrestep iN 1997, FrRom Homs.,
2. Sevik as—Sasi, From Latakia.

Five years
Hussein MasaLLi, BRRESHED iN 1987, FRom Homs.

INNocent

1. NivaL Havoav, arrested N 1997, From Homs.
2. Amade KLas, arRrestep iN 1992,

3. ALamespin Kurpiyya

4, Tammam AMiN, From Hama.

Pro—IRAQT Ba'tH Party
TEN YE@RS

1. Tammam aL—Has Hussein
2, Rasout eL—Joso BiN Hassan
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3. Bassam aL—"azi
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APPENDIY ¢
THe SYRiaN (overRnMENS's ResPonse $o $HE Masor FiNviNa's oF #E Repord

EmBASSY ofF HHe SYRiaN Arde RepusLic
WasHiINGFoN

Numeer |R—101/95
Date 23/6/1995

MR. CHRiS (EORGE
Eyecuive Director — MivbLe East Watey

Qur areetings 4o you.

REGARDING YoUR LEHER ON JUNE 13, 1995, WE woulb Like +o iNForRM You $Hat e SYRTAN GOVERNMENT HHANKS You PERSONGLLY FOR YOUR
WILLINGNESS 40 INCLWE 0WR PoiNt OF viEw TN HHE REPORE wHiCH YoUR 0RGANIZAFION TS PREPARING ON HHE HUMAN RiGHEs sTuation iN SYRia.

WE woulb LiKE +o EMPHASTIE HHE wisH OF HHE SYRTAN GOVERNMEN} $0 CONFINVE @ POSTIVE aND CONSTRUCHIVE DIALOGUE witl Your
ORGANTZA4ION fo CLARTFY HHE REALTHY OF HUMAN RiGHES N SYRTA—HHIS TSSUE wis aND SHLL s BEING USED, UNFORFUINGIELY, FOR PURPOSES HHat
HAVE No RELAHON 0 HIE HUMAN, BND 7S Not RELBIED +o His gasic RigHts N ONY waY. [WHEN we faLk aBovt HwMaN] we MEaN By +iat Hie
SYRTAN HUMEN.

MR. Nasik G@wir, HHe Minister of State For Foreion APFaiRs, HAs INFORMED Us HHat BECAUSE of HHE sHort Hive set [ey Yok
oraANIZALION] 4o RECEIVE HHE commEnts of HiE SYRiaN Governvient [on fre report] (264 oF JUNE): OND BECQUSE OF HHE LARGE NUMBER OF
QUESHONS o+ WERE RATSED BY YOUR ORGONTZAHON GNP HHETR DIVERSTHY anp iNFRicAcY; aNp, DESPIHE Hiat, HIE MiNisHER, MR. Nasir Q@puR, Hap
PREVIOUSLY GNSWERED HHESE QUESHIONS iN His PERSONGAL MEEFING with You OND oFHER REPRESENFGHIVES OF YOUR ORGANTZAFION TN DAMASCUS: GNP N
ORDER HHat YOUR REPORE WLl Not BE PUBLISHED witHout PRESENFING HHE POINE OF ViEw oF HHE SYRTAN GOVERNMENT, SOMEHIING Ho+ NETHIER oF
HE ParFiES—HHE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT GND YOUR ORGANTZAETON—IOULD wWaNt: FHEREFORE, WE GRE aHacHiNG fo HHis LEHER MemoraNDUM 25/29,
SUBMIHED BY 0UR PERMANENE DELEGAtION 4o HHE UNTHED NatioNs TN CENEVA ON 5/6/1995. You will Fine 1+ MANY oF HiE QuESHONS RATSED BY
YOWR ORGAONTZOHON ORE ANSWERED iN HHE MEMORANDUM.

IN BopiHioN 4o e EYPLANGFIONS 1At GRE TNCLWED iN fHE 8HACHED MEMORAONDWM, WE PROVIDE HHE FOLLOWING EYPLANGHIONS:

—— ReGARDING +HE Point HHat HHE SENFENCED PRISONERS WERE DENTED HHIETR Vil RiGHEs: THE SYRTAN PENGL Cobg, wiicH was iSSUED
ON JUNE 22, 1949, states HHE FoLLowing:

"Ar¥icLe 63

0. EVERY SENIENCE OF LiFE iMPRISONMENT witH HARD LABOR oR LiFE TN DEENEION ENFAILS DEPRIVAFION OF CiviL RiGHIS FOR LiFE.

8. EVERY $EMPORARY SENIENCE wWiHH HARD LABOR OR +EMPORGRY DEFENFION, ENFAILS DEPRIVEFON OF CiviL RIGHES FRom HHE paY +He SeNtence
BECOMES EFFECHVE UNHL HE END OF HHE fENH YEBR BFFER HHE TMPLEMENIOHION OF HIE ORIGINGL SENFENCE."

o Reqarving HE seconp ParE of Hie [Huvan Ricuts wWaken] Letter, (HHe maiN FiNDINGS oF HHE DELEGAFON):
THe cLaiM oF e VSE oF $oRMRE fs @BSOLVIELY Not 4RUE, [+ s iMPorRFANE +o REMIND You #a+ SYRTAN Laws PUNISH GNY OFFTCTaL wHo MistRedts
DEFAINEES OR PRISONERS, DURING HHE Last YEAR, MORE HHAN ForEY SEcWRiEY oFFicials [emPLovees] were Prosecutep Because Hlgy cRossED HiE

[LeqaL] Ling SN HHETR FREQIMENE OF PRISONERS. THEY WERE SENFENCED ACCORDING f0 HHE Law, OND GRE Now N PRISON.

. Reqarping fHe SENfENCED NicoLd JaHER: HE waS RELEASED oN 15/10/1994 BECAUSE HE HAP COMPLESED His SENTENCE.
. [Reqarving] HHe sentencep fHanna NaviR: HE was RELEASED oN 15/10/1994 BECAVSE HE HAP CoMPLESED His SENPENCE.
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o Recarping HHe HEALMY sTHHuation of Riap aL—TRk, PLEASE SEE PARAGRAPH 10 oF PAGE 5 oF HHE MEMORANDUM OF HIE PERMANENG
DELEGATON TN (ENEVA, BECAUSE 4 GPPLIES +0 HiM @S wWELL @S ALL PRISONERS.

PLEGSE BE INFORMED, OND REGORPING HHE RESE OF HE €OSES H1Ha+ WERE MENFIONED TN YOUR REPORYE, WE WILL CONFINVE SUDYING HHEM,
WE woulb LiKE 4o USE HHis occdsion aND EMPHASTZE, as MR. NasiR G@pUR, HHE MiNistER of SHate For ForeiaN AFFaiRs, HAS EMPHASTZED DURING
His MEEFINGS witH You IN Damascus, Hat we PESTRE +o CONFINUE 0VR CooPERAFION GND PiALOGUE witH You, GNp 8S LoNG 8S HHE PURPOSE is HE
SYRTAN HUMABN N His RIGHES, WE will Not HAVE ONY DiSOGREEMENT BECAUSE Hiis is FiRSt aND FOREMoSt OVR HUMGN.

Wit BLL ResPect aNp GPPRECTAHON,

EmBAsSY ofF e SYRiaN Arae RepugLic
WasHiINGFoN
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