JINE 15, 1990

CAMERQON

GOVERNMENT CRACKS DOWN ON
DEMANDS FOR MULTIPARTY SYSTEM:

Seven KiLlep: JournaLists ane SHwents ArRrestep;
"DovaLa TEN" TRiep

At @ ¥ME OF GQROWING PEMAONDS FOR
PEMOCRAFTZAFION  FHRoVGHOWF WEst  APRica, e
GovERNMENE oF PRESTDENT PauL Biva is convucting @
cRACkPOWN AGAINSE HI0SE CALLING FoR @ MULETPaR+Y
system N CamERoON. THE QovERNMENE'S camPaioN
BEGAN with HHE aRREST IN FEBRVARY oF +EN PROMINENS
ci¥izens —— Later puggep g DovaLd TEN" —— wilo
1Riep fo Form N aLterNative Polifical Pariy, anp
Hos cumingted fius FAR TN HHE KILLING OF SEVEN
PeOPLE @t @ RALLY FOR @ NEw Polifical Pardy oN May
26. [N OopiHioN, @ NUMBER OF JouRNdALists wHo
REPORIED ON HIE pEBAHE 080V +HE ONE—PORIY System
Have BEEN DEFAINED, GNP LAWYERS wHo HELPED DEFEND
"THe DovaLa TEN" HAvE BEEN HARASSED: ONE was KiLLeEp
BY POLICE UNDER SUSPicious CiRCUMSTHANCES,

AFRica Watel §S VERY CONCERNED aBovt HE
GOVERNMENE'S EFFORES 0 STLENCE HoSE DEMANDING ON
END fo ONE—PARIY RUE, aNp calls oN He
GOoVERNMENY oF

ComerooN fo avHERE fo INFERNGHIONALLY—BccePieD
HWMON RiGHES stanvarps. Recent DEVELOPMENES N
(aMeEROON ROTSE SERfoUS QUESHIONS aBovt fe Biva
GOVERNMENF'S ReEsPect For HHE HuMAN RiGHEs oF s

citizens.

SEVEN KILLED AT RALLY FOR NEW POLITICAL
PARTY

ON Saturpay, May 26, a4 Least SevEN PEoPLE
WERE KiLLED N cLasHeS BERWEEN DEMONSIRAFORS OND
SECWRiHY FoRCES @F @ RALLY iN SUPPORY oF @ Newly—
ForMED PoLiical ParSY, He Social Democratic Front
(SDF). Revorts invicate Hiak SEvERAL HoVSAND PEGPLE
GatHERED N BAMENDE, N FHE NORFHWESIERN PORY oF
e country, 4o fake Part iN HHe raLLY HHat Hav BeEN
ONNOUNCED EARLTER iN FHE MONHH, DESPiHE GOVERNMENS
WORNINGS fHAY FHE MEEFING wWOUWLD BE CONSTDERED
fLLegal, N onficiPation ofF HHE RALLY, GovERNMEN?
1RooPS WERE SENt to He Bamenvd ared N HIE
PRECEDING POYS, GNP RoGPBLOCKS WERE SE+ WP,



AccorpiNG +o HHE GoverRnvENt Rabio, HHE
DEMONSTRAFORS WERE FRAMPLED {0 DEGH HOWEVER,
RELiABLE REPORYS iNpicafe Hat HHE <SECWRiEY Forces
FiREp JE0R Gas aNp Live ammunNition af HE crowb.
Fioting Befween e SEcwily Forces ano STF
SUPPORIERS APPARENILY coNEINVED iNto HHE NigHT.

ON Mared 16, +e SDF wWav @PPLiEd For
OFFicial RECOGNIHON s @ PoLiticaL Party. Tie SOF
LEADERS ANNOUNCED Hat F HIEY RECETVED No RESPONSE
FRoM HHE QOVERNMENE WiHHIN Fwo MONFHS, HHEY woulp
CONSTPER  fHEMSELVES LEGALLY constifulep as @
PoLiticaL ParRHY. As of May 16, +e SDF appLication
REMOINED UNONSWERED.,

THEOREHiCALLY,  PoLHjcalL  PLWRALiSM 7S
PermitHED N (aMEROON. ARFicLe 3 oF Hie ConsEitution
stafes:

"(1) PoLiicoL Parkies anp GROWPS
may take Part iN eLections.  Trey
SHALL BE FORMED GND SHALL EYERCTSE
HHETR ActvVIHIES IN BCCORPANCE Wit
HE Law.

(2) Sven PartiES SHALL B2 BonD fo
ResPEct  HEE  PRINCIPLES  OF
DEMOCRACY  aNp  oF  NafionaL
SOVERETONDY anD UNTHY."

IN REALTHY, HoweveER, CAMEROON 7S @ ONE—PBREY
state controlLep 8Y Hie RassemelemeENt DemMocRAFIQUE
b PewpLe  CAMEROWNGTS (RDFC)/CaméKOON PeopLes'
Democratic Movement (CFDM), UNDER {HE PRESTDENCY oF
PawL Biva. IN 1992, BiYa was HANDED +He PRESTDENCY BY

THE (AmERoON Pos# was BANNED N MiD—May
witHout EYPLANGFON. PRIOR +o HHe REPORIED BANNING,
fe PAPER Hab PUBLTSHED ON iNFERViEW with NI JoHN
FRu Nof, #E Heaw oF e SDF: @ LeHer By ALgert
MkoNG, 8@ wWRHER wHo wais RECENILY {RTED aND
dcquiHep as Part of 4 "DovaLa TeN" (see eeLow):
ono 8 RePor? oN HHE pEfENTiON OF 1EN JourNdLists
wit CameRgon Ravio anp TELevision (see geLow).

PresoENt AumMavov Alivdo, CAMEROON'S PRESTDENT SiNCE
INDEPENDENCE iN  1960. AHibso's Pardy, e UNioN
Nationale  Camerowdise  (NC), was #E  RDPC's
PRECWRSOR. THERE HAVE BEEN No RECEN} EFFORES +o GaIN
RECOGNTHION ForR dLferNative Political Parties iN
(amerooN,  Since  aHemPis ey e UNoN  bES
PoPuLations CamMEROUNGTS (UFC), HHE BONNED 0PPOSiHiON
GROVP, WERE REBUFFED N 1995,

JovrnaLists ARrRestep iN Connection witd SDF RaLLy

ON May 25, Pavpy MBawa, FHe EpitorR—iIN—CHiEF
oF HE (ameRoon Fost, was PELGINED FOR BEING N
Possession of aN SDF Press weledse dgout Hie
PLANNED RALLY oN M@Y 25. JEROME (WELLEN, EDHOR—IN—
cHieF oF (Ameroon OvfLook, wis PEEINED oN May 27
FOR PUSSESSING HHE SAME PRESS RELEASE. (JWELLEN was
RELEGSED ON JUNE T MBAWA waS RELEASED ON JUNE 6.

ON May 26, Pivs Nawe, HHE EDTHOR—TN—cCHieF
OF LE MESSAGER, wos PEFIINED TN BAMENDA WHILE HE
was CoveriNG HHE STF RaLLY. HE was HELD For agovt
ON HOWR BEFORE BEING RELEGSED.

Two TSSVES OF [£ MESSAGER —— APRIL 24 aNp
May 22 —— weERE BAONNED: FHE FiRSt  BANNING
aPPareNniLy  RreLdter fo oN  arficle agovi  fie
PrRoSPECES FoR 8 MULFTPAREY system iN CaMeERooN; HHE
SECoND REL¥ED o AN ARfjcLe agout +HE aMNESHY For
HHose PoLiHicaL PRISONERS wHo HAD BEEN iNVOLVED iN
Ye 1984 cowp atempt (see BELOW), N> ONOHHER
article agovt HE vefention ofF feN CameRooN Ravio
anp TELevision JovrnaLists (see eeLow).

Stwents Arrester A+ SDF RaLLy

Also oN May 26, stwents at +e UNiversidy
ofF YaouwpE HELD @ RALLY N SUPPort of e STF.
INFormatioN inpicates HHat some 3,000 stwents fook
Part N FHE DEMONSTRAFION, NP GPPROYIMAEELY 200—
300 WERE ORRESHED. ALHOVGH MANY WERE RELEASED
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OF4ER @ SHor} PERjoD, AFRiCA WatcH HAS BEEN UNGBLE
{0 coNFirm 1ot OLL Have BEEN RELEGSED.

"fE POUALA TEN": POLIMICAL TRIAL FOR
EFFORTS 1O FORM ALTERNATIVE POLITCAL
PARTY

From MareH 20 +o APRIL 5, 4EN CAMEROONTANS
wENE N HRiaL (PLUS ONE wHO was $RTED SN assm#a)
ON cHaraEs oF "sugversion," NpER ORDINGNCE No. 62—
OF—18 oF MarcH 12, 1962, GPPARENILY FOR HHETR EFFOR}S
$0 FoRM ON ALIERNGHVE PoLiHicaL Par$Y. THREE OF HHEM
WERE SENTENCED f0 PRiSON $ERms: Yonpo BLack, a
LAWYER GNP FORMER PRESTEN' oF fHE CamEROON BaR
Associotion, rReceivep HHRee YEBRS: ANjcet Ekane, @
COMPANY DIRECHOR, FOWR YEARS: OND JEAN—MicHEL TEKam
(4870 IN @8sENHA), FIVE YEGRS. EKANE was also
conviete of "INSULFING HHE PResToENt," UNDER ARFicle
153 oF HHE PENGL CovE. Two—YEBR SUSPENDED SENTENCES
WERE GIVEN fo CHarLES RENE D3oN DIoN ane RopolPHe
BwONGD, ONb HHE ReEst were acquiter  (Algert
Mukong, Henriette Ekwe, Gagriel Hamani, Francis Kwa
Moutome, \incent Fekom ane JuLienne BavIE).

ON MareH T3, HHE GovERNMEN RELEASED @

Yonvo BLack, @ PROMINENF LAWYER,
FORMER Presibent ofF fe (aMERoON BaR
Association anp MEMBER oF HE INFERNGFONAL
Association oF AFRiCAN  LawYERS, was
arresten By He secwrity Police (e Cendre
NaioNaL D'EFWE EF DE RECHERCHES —— CENER)
on FEBRUARY 19. AF4ER @ SEBRCH OF His OFFicE,
wHiCH SOME CONSTPERED 0 HAVE BEEN TLLEQAL,
PocUMENTS RELAFING {0 @ NEw PoLifical Parey
WERE FAKEN. THERE §s GLSO SERTOUS CONCERN
agovt BLack's HeaLHl; HE HAs SUFFERED CaRpiaC
PROBLEMS  SINCE  HE wis @ssaulfer  iN
DecemBer 1999,

ALgert MUKONG, @ WRHER wHo Hap
BEEN DEFAINED witHout fRTOL FOR STY YEARS iN
HiE 1970s aND 8GAIN FRoM JUNE 1938—May 1939

statement venying fHat fHe RedsoN ForR HHE ORRESTS
was HHETR EFFORES +0 ForRM @ PoLitical ParEY, cLaiMiNg
INSHEaD HHat HHEY WERE BRRESTED FOR "HHE HOLDING OF
cLanvestine  meedingss  HE  FaBricatioN  anp
PistRiBUFON oF #RACES HosHLE o HIE REGTME, BUSIVE
oF Hie PReEsToENE aND INCHING RevolE" T "HostiLe"
1Racts INCLWED @ DRAFF FOUNDING DOCUMENE FOR @ NEw
PoLiticdl  PaRIY.  Accorpingly, pesPHE g
GOVERNMENF'S statements fo HIE ContRARY, HiliS NEw
PAREY waS BEING EFFECHVELY BANNED.

At e five oF HETR ARREST, HHe DEFENDANS
WERE RYING fo FoRM @ PoLifical PRIy CoMPRISING
fwo NEw GRoVPs: HE Mowement NationaL Powr LA
DEMOCRAHTE (MND), a8 FRANCOPHONE 0PPOSTHON MOvEMENE
Lep BY Yonvo BLacks ane HHe SociaL Democratic Front
(SDF), AN ANCLOPHONE GROVP LED 8Y ALBER} MUKONG.
SHorILY aF4Er HiE GoverRnMENE's Marey 15 statement,
#e SDF 400k avvantace of #He GoverRnmENt's pENTAL
ot He arrests reLater 4o HHETR EFFoRIS fo Form @
PoLiticaL Party ano aPPLiED fo REQTSIER oFFiciaLLy ds
a PorHY.

AMONG HHoSE GRRESIED WERE:

ForR  crificizing  HE  GovERNMENT, was

arRrested N BAMENDA oN FEERUARY 26.

ALl He veFeNpANtS WERE 1RANSFERRED o
DovaLa, wHERE +HEY WERE HELD 8+ HHE OFFiCES oF HHE
SECWRTHY PoLicg, kNowN 8s HHe Brigave Mivte MogiLe.
THEY WERE DENTED AccESS 0 LAWYERS, OND Most WERE
DENIED FaMiLY visits. Two ofF He vefainges, ANicet
EkaNE aND HENRTEHE EKWE, WERE REPORFEDLY +0RHRED
OR JLL—¥REAIED DURING DEFENFION.

THe PEHBINEES WERE Not TMMEDTBHELY CHARGED,
wHicH RATSED FEARS HHAF FHEY would BE HELD witHout
CHARGE OR #RiAL FOR @ PROLONGED PERiop —— Not aN
UNCOMMON ~ SHUBFION  FoR  PoLHical  PRISONERS N
(aMEROON. AccorpiNG fo HE EMERGENCY Laws HHat
Have eYistep iN CAMEROON SINCE 1961, HHosE susPectep
OF SUBVERSTON CON BE HELD BY HHE SECWRiHY Police N
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"aomiNTSHRAFVE DEFENFTON" witHout clARGE oR 4RiAL
FOR  Fwo—MONHH PERTODS, WHICH CON BE RENEWED.
Accorping Yo HHE  PENAL  cobg, dpMiNistRAtivE
pEfENFON constifutes "HE Loss oF Ligerdy For @
PoLiHical FELONY OR MPSPEMEANOR." IN RECENE YEBRS,
oMiINiSERAFHIVE DEFENFION HOS BEEN USED N @ VARTEH oF
CASES  INVOLVING  GOVvERNMENE  cRitics,  outSPOKeEN
JOVRNALiSES ONP SUPPORIERS OF fHE BANNED 0PPOSHION
Party, HHe UNioN pES PoPuLations pv CAMEROUN (UFC).

Lawyers From BarR Association Act iN Solivarity

ON Mared 27, Hie Hedd of (aMEROON'S BaR
Association, BERNGRD MUNG, GAVE 8 COVRAGEQVS SPEECH
BEFORE @ SPecial MEetING oF He BaR criticizing He
VioLadions oF HUMEN RiGHIS iN CAMEROON NP CALLING
oN He BaR Associdtion o PEFEND HHESE RiGHYS.

"Let vs swrose fHat e 10

DEFAINEES ACHUALLY HELD CLANDESHINE

IN Profest acainst HHE vefentioN ofF Yonpo
BLack anv e ofHERS, MORE HHAN 200 LBWYERS FRoM
He BaR Association attenvep Hg fRiAL, AND, DRESSED
iN FHETR BLACk, RoBES, dctep as PaRE oF e DEFENSE
feam. As @ FURHHER STON oF Profest, Hiey vecivep Hat
8s oF Marcy 29, fHey wollp ENGAGE iN @ PartfoL
strike BY Not aHENDING ofHER RiALs UNHIL His case
WOS OVER,

SoME OF HHESE LOWYERS WERE SUBJECHED {0
HORASSMENT 8Y HHE GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING EFFORES 0
CLoSE PowN FHETR oFFices aNb iNvestigate fHem For
1oy TRREQULARTHES. IN G0DiHiON, SoME RECEIVED DEAHH
HHredts.

Derense  lawver  KiLLep  UNDER  SusPicious
(ireumsiances

AFRiCd Watey s EYFREMELY CONCERNED 8B0uH
e vedt oF ONE oF HHE DEFENSE LAWYERS, PPERRE
MeoBpa, wHo was kilLLep BY Police iN BaFoussaM oN
APRIL 4,

mMEEFINGS,  DistriBuiep  fRacts
crRiHiciIiNG HHE Governvend, Efc,,
ete, Tien Hie QuESHON oNE Must dsk
7S wWHY SHoulo ey Have +o Resor?t
o HoLoiNng FHETR MEEFINGS TN @
cLaNDESHINE  FasHioN  anv o
criticize  He  GoverRnveENt Wit
ANONYMoVs FRacts wHEN HHE RiGHY fo
Hoto  ™meedings  ane  fo  Form
associdtions is GUARANIEED N OWR
constifution, 8s weLL 8s N He
INFernaHionaL  CHar¥ER  oF  Human
RigHts ano  IN  HE  AFRican
(HoR¥ER..HE RESPONSE  f0  His
QUESHON 7S siMPLE: IN  CAMEROON
DWRING HHE Last 25 YedRs, citizens
wHo Have parep fo EYERCISE HHETR
RIGHES HAvE BEEN ORRESTED, +ORIURED
anp DEFAINED."

THe €TRCUMSHINCES SURROWNDING His DEAH aRE
SHLL UNCLEBR, ACCorRPING {0 ONE VERSTON, HHE Police
SHot HIM wWHEN HE PUt His €BR iN REVERSE GNP PULLED
awdY FrRoM He RodpBLock. ACCoRPING to  ANoHHER
VERSTON, +HE POLICE HAD BEEN FOLLOWING HiM GND, OFFER
He stoPPED HE €aR f0 RELTEVE HiMSELF, 8 PLATNCLoYHES
PoLicemaN starfLep HimM ano  SHot  wHEN  MBoeva
REVERSED HiS €OR fo GEF awdY FRoM fHEM.

THe Mintster of Justice, ApoLPe Moupiks, saip
Hat He iNcioeNnt would BE iNvestigatep, Af Hiis
WRIHING, AFRicA WatcH HAS No FURFHER INFORMAHON.

SoME 150 LawWYERS FRoM HE BAR Association
AHENDED His FUNERAL.

JOURNALISTS  ARRESTED AND FRED FOR
DISCUSSING MULTIPARTY SYSTEM

ON May 7, soME 10 JowRNALiSTS wWHo WORKED
For CamerooN Rapio ane  TELEvisioN (CRT\/) WERE
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ORRESTED FOR PORFICTPAHING TN @ FELEVISTON DiSCUSSION
PrRoGROM FHat FVRNED iNfo @ peEgatE dBovi HHE MERTES
oF @ muLiiPardY system. Reports invicate gt e
JoWRNALiSHS wWERE RELEASED BY fHE ENp oF fHE weEEk
witHout clarRaEs. THose arRrRestED TNeLupep: Vickor EPE
Naome, Far Henry Fonve, LarrY EYonG, TaCHART ANGEFOR,
A Mongv, Wain  Paw  Noam, NfemFac  OFece,
AssonLgrack KemLekg, (EoraE Tanyi anv Bol Heregert.

AFRica WateH Has LEGRNED HHat oNE OF HESE
JOVRNALiSES, (GEORGE TANYT, was FiRED oN M@y 10. Two
ofers —— NfemFac Ofege, aN assistant fo fie
PoLiticaL evifor, ano BoH Hereert, HHe Hedd of e
RADO'S PoLiHCAL SERVICE —— RESIGNED N SOLDARTH.
THE REMATNING JOURNALISES WERE DiSMSSED witHout Pay

ON APRiL 22, PrResibENt BiYa aNNouNceD fiat
fHose sHLL IN PRISON BECAUSE oF FHETR TNVOLVEMENT TN
aN aHemPiep couP N APRIL 1984 \oULD BE RELEGSED.
THE GOVERNMENE'S COMMUNTQUE stafep fHat e amnesty
ReFLECHED HHE NEED {0 SERENGHHEN NationaL UNTHY.

|4 is geLievep HHat FHis MEASURE wollb EFFECE
SoME 100 PRISONERS, LHHOUGH No EYBct iNFoRMAEION is
CWRRENALY @vATLABLE., SOME OF HHESE PRISONERS HAVE
ALREADY coMPLEFED HIETR SENFENCES BUF HAVE REMATNED
N DEFENFON: @ FEw OF THosE aRRESTED OFFER fHE CoWP
MY Have DiED TN DEFENFTON.

AccorDING +0 GovERNMENY FiGURES aFfER fiE
cowP aHemPL: 1,053 PEOPLE WERE TNIERROGAIED: 677
WERE RELEGSED GFFER PRELIMINGRY INVESHGAtioNs: 185
WERE RELEQSED 8Y HHE MILTHARY CoWRE: SoME 195 \WERE
CONVICED OND SENFENCED {0 VARTOUS PRISON fERMS,
INCLUWDING  Fwo  wHo WERE SENtences {0  LiFe
MPRISONMENE aND 46 SENtENCED fo DEBHH.

ForR EigHt pays oONv HAvE BEEN PROHIBHFED FrRoM
BroAvCAsHING N HHE FUtURE,

Also DEFOINED WERE fwo PROFESSORS OF
JoURNALISM FRoM HHE UNIVERSTHY oF Yaounve — Sam
NoveLa Fonkem, petained on May ¢, anp Tatal Mentang,
PEFATINED ON MaY 9. SHwenis at e UNiversity of
YaoUNbE, wHo RARELY ENGAGE N PoLitical activities,
ProtfeSTED HHESE ORRESTS.

AMNESTY ANNOUNCED FOR THOSE INVOLVED N
1984 COUP ATTEMPT
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SEND PPEALS 4ot
RECOMMENDATTONS
SoN EYCELLENCE
MonsiEVR PauL Biva
PReSTENT DE LA RePusLique
PdLais pe LA PRESIDENCE
1000 Y aounpe

PLease senp Leters or teLeqrams fo e aviHorHieS
Listep BELow CALLING FOR:

- oN INnvestigation INto HHE veaty oF fie

PEMONSERAFORS TN BAMENDD: CaMEROON
- HHE TMMEDTAE RELEASE oF MR. BLAck anp MR. M. ApoLPHE Mouwiki
EkaNE; MinistRe bE La Justice ef (ARvE pES ScEaw

MiNistere be LA Justice
1000 Yaounpe 4
(amMEROON

- oN investigation info HE KILLING oF Mr.
MBoBva;

AMBassEborR Paul Ponpf
EMBASSY oF COMEROON
2349 Mass Ave, NW
wasHingfon, DC 20004

- e RrecoaNTHON oF alternative PoLifical
Porties Hot seek fo ReqistER witH HiE
GOVERNMENT;

- e Rrelease of  fHosE  JowrNaLists N
pEfENtION ano FHE REINSTateMENt  witHout
PROUTBHIONS oF HE ofHER JOVRNDLiStS:

Hfis EyceLLeney DR. (iBeRING BoL—ALima
EmBassy of Hile RepuLic oFCAMEROON
34 HoLLanp ParK

Lonvon W11 3SB

UnHep Kingpom

- {He RELEGSE oF ALL +HosE TMPRISONED FoR fHE
PEACEFUL EYPRESSTON oF HETR PoLitical viEws.
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APRICA WOFCH 7S 8 NONGOVERNMEN#BL ORGANTZBHON FOUNDED in 1998 0 MONTHFOR HUMAN RIGHES PRACHCES i AFRICE b o PRoMoFE
RESPECF FOR INFERNGEONBLLY RECOGNiZED STANDARDS. [fs Executive Director is Rakivd Omdar: ifs Resedrey DiRector is FicHarp (arRveRr: ifs
Resedrel (onsULFaNE 7s ALEY bE WBAL: s RESEBRCH ASSociates BRE JONEF FLETSCIMAN aNb KAREN SURENSEN: IS ASSUCiatEs BRE Jo GRANAM AN

Ben PenGlLase.

APRICE WatcH is FORE oF Hman Ricits WoECH, GN ORGANIZOFON #iBF CoMPRISES AMERICAS WBfCH, ASTd Watcy, HELSINKT WBFCH anp
MivoLE FASt Wotc. THE CHoiRman 7s Rosert L. BERnsFEIN: HHE VicE CHEIRMAN 7s APRiON DEWiND: HiE EYECUEVE DIRECIIR [s ARYEH NEFER: HE
DePuly DIRECHIR fs KEnneR Kotk HHE WaSHINGFon DIRECHoR is HolLy BURKHALFER: HE PRESS DiRector is Susan Oswus: #E WASHINGFoN (OUNSEL
75 Joyce Mewps—(oLE.
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