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Chapter 2. Background

For a good description of the evolution of the KLA, see Tim Judah, Kosovo, War and
Revenge (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2000).
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On August 25, 2000, lvan Stambolic was abducted by unknown persons from the
Kosutnjak Park in Belgrade. As of August 2001, his whereabouts remained unknown.
Stambolic’s family accused Milosevic and his wife, Mirjana Markovic, former Serbian
Interior Minister Vlajko Stojiljkovic, and former State Security Chief Rade Markovic of
organizing the abduction because they feared Stambolic would reenter politics.
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After six months in prison, Vllasi was charged with “counter-revolutionary acts” on
August 28, as well as culpability in the deaths of twenty-four ethnic Albanians who had
been shot by Serbian police on March 28, 1989 (see below), even though he was in
prison at the time. He was convicted, but released after approximately one year in
prison. (See Helsinki Watch (now Human Rights Watch) and the International
Helsinki Federation for Human Rights, Yugoslavia: Crisis in Kosovo, March 1990.)
Ibid., by Helsinki Watch and the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights,
Yugoslavia: Crisis in Kosovo, March 1990.
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with the change of government in 1992.
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For documentation on human rights abuses following the revocation of Kosovo'’s
autonomy, see Human Rights Watch, “Human Rights Abuses of Non-Serbs in Kosovo,
Sandzak and Vojvodina,” A Human Rights Watch Report, vol. 6, no.6, October 1994,
Human Rights Watch; Open Wounds: Human Rights Abuses in Kosovo, (New York:
Human Rights Watch, 1994); Human Rights Watch, “Abuses Continue in the Former
Yugoslavia: Serbia, Montenegro & Bosnia-Hercegovina,” A Human Rights Watch
Report, vol. 5, no. 11, July 1993; Helsinki Watch (now Human Rights Watch), “Human
Rights Abuses in Kosovo,” A Human Rights Watch Report, vol. 8, no. 63, October 1992;
Human Rights in a Dissolving Yugoslavia, 1/91, Yugoslavia: Crisis in Kosovo, 3/90.

The Serbian government constructed settlements for relocated Serbs throughout
Kosovo. Ethnic Albanians referred to the newcomers as “colonizers.”

Kosovar Albanians were requested to pay the LDK three percent of their annual
income.

Ivo H. Daalder, “Kosovo: Bosnia Deja Vu,” Washington Post, April 17, 1998.

Judah, Kosovo: War and Revenge, p. 113.

In response to a Freedom of Information Act request, Human Rights Watch received an
unclassified cable sent from the U.S. embassy in Belgrade on December 2, 1996, high-
lighting the “lack of awareness [among Albanians] that U.S. policy toward Kosovo does
not, repeat not, support its independence.” The public affairs officer who sent the cable
was concerned that “98 percent of Albanians do not know that the U.S. does not sup-
port Kosovo’s independence” and he called for more clarity on this position from
Washington, especially in the programming of the Voice of America.

The LDK spurned offers to support Milosevic’s opponents in elections, like Milan
Panic in 1992, because they thought their goal of independence was more achievable
with the internationally despised Milosevic in power. A similar trend was discernible in
October 2000 when the Albanians feared the victory of Vojislav Kostunica would
undercut their drive for independence.

For documentation of the abuses in Albania between 1992 and 1996, see Human Rights
Watch, Human Rights in Post-communist Albania, May 1996. The destabilization of
Albania culminated in the 1997 collapse of the so-called pyramid schemes, multi-
million dollar financial scams, and resulting months of anarchy. Arms depots were
looted throughout the country and tens of thousands of small arms made their way
across the border into Kosovo.

The Dayton Agreement divided the former Yugoslav republic of Bosnia Hercegovina
into two entities: Republika Srpska and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
After large-scale ethnic cleansing during the war, Republika Srpska had an almost
exclusively Serbian population.

Among those killed were Stana Radusinovic, a Serbian emigrant from Albania, and
Blagoje Okulic, a Serbian refugee from Knin, who were killed while sitting in a Serb-
owned cafe in the city of Decan. Two Serbian policemen, Zoran Dasic and Safet Kocan,
were wounded.

Interview with former KLA commander of the Llap region Rrustem Mustafa (a.k.a .
Remi), published in the Kosovo daily Zeri between April 21 and May 4, 2000.
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On June 16, a Serbian policeman, Goran Mitrovic, was wounded by gunfire at the bus
station in Podujevo. The next day, policeman Predrag Georgovic was shot dead in the
village Sipolje (Shipol), while his colleague, Zoran Vujkovic, was wounded. The police
station in the village of Luzane (Lluzhane) was also attacked. Then, on August 2, four
police stations in Podujevo (Podujeve) and Pristina were attacked, but no one was hurt.
Six days later, there were several explosions at a Serbian settlement being built near
Decan (Decane).

On August 28, three grenades were thrown at the police station in Lolopak (Lol-
lopak) near Pec, causing no casualties but substantial material damage. That same day,
an inspector with the Serbian police, Ejup Bajgora, was killed by automatic gunfire near
his home in Donje Ljupce (Lupgi i Poshtem) near Podujevo. Finally, on October 26, a
Serbian police officer, inspector Milos Nikic, and an employment office employee, Dra-
gan Rakic, were ambushed and killed by unknown attackers in the village of Surkis
(Surkish) near Podujevo. See Human Rights Watch, “Persecution Persists: Human
Rights Violations in Kosovo,” A Human Rights Watch Report, vol. 8, no. 18, December
1996.

For a description of police violence in 1996, see Human Rights Watch, Persecution Per-
sists.

The vaguely worded agreement called for “the normalization of the educational system
of Kosovo for Albanian youth,” and “the return of the Albanian students and teachers
back to schools.”

According to the U.S. government, the outer wall of sanctions was to stay in place until
Yugoslavia met the following demands: compliance with the terms of the Dayton
Accords, cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia, regulated relations between the successor states of the former Yugoslavia
and a restoration of civil and political rights in Kosovo. This position was emphasized
on numerous occasions by European and U.S. diplomats.

See Human Rights Watch, Persecution Persists.

Human Rights Watch interview with Deputy Minister Rade Drobac, Belgrade,
Yugoslavia, July 19, 1996.

U.N. peacekeepers had been stationed in Macedonia since 1991 to preserve the unity of
the state, which is still seen as a vital buffer between competing countries in the south-
ern Balkans. For information on human rights conditions in Macedonia, see Human
Rights Watch, A Threat to Stability: Human Rights in Macedonia, (New York, Human
Rights Watch, April 1996), and Human Rights Watch, Police Violence in Macedonia,
(New York, Human Rights Watch, April 1998).

See Human Rights Watch, “Discouraging Democracy: Elections and Human Rights in
Serbia,” A Human Rights Watch Report, vol. 9, no. 11, September 1997.

The three fighters were Rexhep Selimi, Muje Krasnigi, and Daut Haradinaj.

Statement by the Contact Group on Kosovo, Moscow, February 25, 1998.

Press conference by U.S. Special Representative Robert S. Gelbard, Belgrade, Pristina,
Serbia and Montenegro, February 22, 1998.

Press conference by U.S. Special Representative Robert S. Gelbard, Belgrade, Serbia and
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Montenegro, February 23, 1998. Gelbard repeated his condemnation of Albanian ter-
rorist actions again on February 25 during an address at the U.S. Institute of Peace in
Washington.

For a list of organizations considered terrorist groups by the U.S. government, see:
www.state.gov/www/global/terrorism/, March 2001.

Adem Jashari,a known KLA fighter who became a local hero and martyr after his death,
had already been convicted in absentia by a Pristina court on July 11, 1997, for terror-
ist acts along with fourteen other ethnic Albanians, in a trial that clearly failed to con-
form to international standards. See press release, “Human Rights Watch/Helsinki
Condemns Political Trial in Kosovo,” July 15, 1997.

See Human Rights Watch, Humanitarian Law Violations in Kosovo, (New York: Human
Rights Watch, 1998).

“Interior Ministry Spokesman Gives Press Conference,” Tanjug, March 7, 1998.

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, “Prosecutor’s State-
ment Regarding the Tribunal’s Jurisdiction Over Kosovo,” The Hague, March 10, 1998.
Press Statement by James P. Rubin, U.S. Department of State Spokesman, March 2,
1998.

London Contact Group Meeting, March 9, 1998, Statement on Kosovo. Available at:
www.secretary.state.gov/www/travels/980309_kosovo.html, March 2001.

The Contact Group adopted four measures, although it did not specify how they were
to be implemented: a) U.N. Security Council consideration of a comprehensive arms
embargo against the FRY, including Kosovo; b) Refusal to supply equipment to the FRY
which might be used for internal repression, or for terrorism; ¢) Denial of visas for sen-
ior FRY and Serbian representatives responsible for repressive action by FRY security
forces in Kosovo; d) A moratorium on government-financed export credit support for
trade and investment, including government financing for privatization, in Serbia.
On March 10, 1998, the prosecutor’s office at the war crimes tribunal stated that the
violence in Kosovo fell within its mandate.

Contact Group Statement on Kosovo, Bonn, March 25, 1998.

Contact Group Statement on Kosovo, Rome, April 29, 1998.

Members of the Kosovar Albanian group, known as the G5, were: Ibrahim Rugova,
Pajazit Nushi (head of the Council for the Defense of Human Rights and Freedoms),
Machmut Bakalli (former head of the Kosovo Communist Party), Fehmi Agani (lead-
ing member of the LDK, who was murdered by Serbian police during the NATO bomb-
ing), and Veton Surroi (publisher of the independent newspaper Koha Ditore).

Media Center Pristina, Dialogue not Separatism and Terrorism, Third Amended Edi-
tion, (Pristina: Media Centar Pristina, 1998), pp 96-97.

Conclusions of the European Union General Affairs Counsel, May 25, 1998.

In his book, Kosovo, War and Revenge, Tim Judah claims that Rugova was promised a
meeting with Clinton in return for agreeing to meet Milosevic. Judah, Kosovo, War and
Revenge, p. 154.

Negotiations foundered, largely because the Albanians, who had formed a larger group
called the G15, refused to negotiate during an offensive that so severely affected civilians.
See Human Rights Watch, Humanitarian Law Violations in Kosovo.
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For information on the university law, see Human Rights Watch, “Deepening Authori-
tarianism in Serbia: The Purge of the Universities,” A Human Rights Watch Report, vol.
11, no. 2, January 1999. For information on the Serbian media, especially Serbia’s
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September 1998 report by Free2000, the international committee to protect free press
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Media (ANEM). See http://www.free2000.0pennet.org/, March 2001.
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Statement by NATO Secretary General Dr. Javier Solana on Exercise “Determined Fal-
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Contact Group Statement on Kosovo, London, June 12, 1998.
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See Humanitarian Law Center, Spotlight Report No. 28, January, 1999, and Human
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See Human Rights Watch, A Week of Terror in Drenica.
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“Persons missing in relation to the events in Kosovo from January 1998,” International
Committee of the Red Cross, First Edition, May 2000.

Humanitarian Law Center, “Kosovo—Disappearances in Times of Armed Conflict,”
Spotlight Report No. 27, August 5, 1998.

See Human Rights Watch, “Humanitarian Law Violations in Kosovo.”

For details of the Klecka case, see Human Rights Watch, “Humanitarian Law Violations
in Kosovo.”

In April 2000, two Kosovar Albanians, Luan and Bekim Mazreku, went on trial in
Nis, Serbia, for allegedly executing Serbian civilians in Klecka. On May 30, their trials
were indefinitely postponed and, as of September, there had been no verdict. See trial
monitoring reports by the Serbia-based organization, Group 484, April 21 and Sep-
tember 20, 2000.

Koha Ditore, July 11, 1998.

Reuters, July 29, 1998.

U.N. Security Council Resolution 1199, September 23, 1998.

Statement NATO Secretary General Javier Solana, Vilamoura, Portugal, September 24,
1998.

Dejan Anastasijevic, “Slamming the Door,” Vreme, no. 415, October 3, 1998.

The creation of a large-scale human rights department was an innovation for OSCE
missions. The human rights findings during the KVM’s mission, as well as during and
after the NATO bombing, were later presented in two useful reports: OSCE/ODIHR,
Kosovo: As Seen as Told, Parts | and I1.

On the occasion of his dismissal, Stanisic issued a brief statement that included these
lines: “The service under my leadership functioned in line with its constitutional and
legal framework, and it was under the constant legal control of the Serbian Supreme
Court. The service linked its activities and the responsibilities primarily to the institu-

509



510

73

74

75
76
77
78

79
80

81
82

83

Notes

tion of the Serbian president.” BBC Worldwide Monitoring, “Text of statement issued
by Serbian security chief on his dismissal,” Source: Beta news agency, Belgrade, Octo-
ber 28, 1998.

Perisic, Chief of the Yugoslav Army General Staff from August 1993 to November 1998,
was generally considered more inclined toward compromise with the West. For an
interesting account of Perisic’s negotiations with western military leaders, see “Serbs’
Offensive Was Meticulously Planned,” by R. Jeffrey Smith and William Drozdiak, April
11, 1999, The Washington Post. See also, “Vengeful After First Setbacks, Army Chose
Unrepentant Force,” by Michael R. Gordon and Thom Shanker, New York Times, May
29, 1999.

See the interview with former KLA commander of the Llap region Rrustem Mustafa
(alias Remi), published in the Kosovo daily Zeri between April 21 and May 4, 2000.
Commander Remi states, “The UCK [?] welcomed the [KVM] agreement, and in gen-
eral it was profitable for us, for further mobilization, for the training of our soldiers,
and for pulling our strength together so that we could continue the way that we had
already started.”

OSCE/ODIHR, Kosovo/Kosova: As Seen, As Told—Part I, pp 26-29.

OSCE/ODIHR, Kosovo/Kosova: As Seen, As Told—Part I, pp. 384.

Smith and Drozdiak, “Serbs’ Offensive Was Meticulously Planned.”

See Human Rights Watch, “Yugoslav Government War Crimes in Racak,” A Human
Rights Watch report, January 1999.

Statement by Serbian President Milan Milutinovic, Borba, January 18, 1999.

The Rambouillet Accords, Interim Agreement for Peace and Self-Government in
Kosovo, February 23, 1999, Appendix B, paragraphs 8 and 21.

OSCE/ODIHR, Kosovo/Kosova: As Seen, As Told—Part I, p 27.

Press conference of German Foreign Minister Fischer, April 6, 1999, World Hall of the
Foreign Office, and Tony Paterson, “Germany Gives Details of Covert Plan,” Times
(London), April 9, 1999.

John Goetz and Tom Walker, “Serbian Ethnic Cleansing Scare Was A Fake, Says Gen-
eral,” Sunday Times, April 2,2000.

Chapter 3. Forces of the Conflict

For an indication of the diversity of Serbian and Yugoslav forces, see the Military Tech-
nical Agreement signed between the International Security Force (KFOR) and the Gov-
ernments of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Serbia on June 9,
1999. The agreement says that “FRY forces” refers to: “regular army and naval forces,
armed civilian groups, associated paramilitary groups, air forces, national guards, bor-
der police, army reserves, military police, intelligence services, federal and Serbian
Ministry of Internal Affairs local, special, riot and anti-terrorist police, and any other
groups or individuals so designated by the international security force (“KFOR”) com-
mander.”
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Photographs of members of security forces obtained by Human Rights Watch show
that government troops often wore colored ribbons on their arms. Countless witness
statements also describe this. The ribbons may have served to identify units engaged in
particular operations or to reduce the possibility of KLA infiltration.

Human Rights Watch interview, name and place witheld, July 19, 1999.

Human Rights Watch interview with R.N., Cegrane, Macedonia, May 18, 1999.

After the change in Serbian and Yugoslav governments in late 2000, Serbian courts
began to try some VJ soldiers for crimes committed in Kosovo during the war. See “The
Work of the War Crimes Tribunal.”

In mid-December, 2000, Kertes gave an interview to Nedeljni Telegraf, in which he
admitted providing funds to the ruling parties, as well as to the army and the police (see
Danijela Bogunovic, “They Always Asked! More for More!,” Nedeljni Telegraf, Decem-
ber 13, 2000). He was arrested two days later and charged with embezzling $2 million
and $700,000 in separate cases (see “Serbia Police Seize Milosevic Ally,” Associated
Press, December 15, 2000).

Beta, April 9, 1998. Commander of the Yugoslav Third Army Gen. Nebojsa Pavkovic,
with responsibility for Kosovo, later defended the killings in Drenica by calling them
“the liquidation of a few members, a consequence.” See General Pavkovic’s interview
with Frontline, available at: www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/kosovo/
interviews/pavkovic.html, (March 20, 2001).

Momicilo Perisic was Chief of the VJ General Staff from August 1993 to November
1998, during which time he commanded the VJ and is believed to have remained in
close contact with his Serbian counterparts in the Republika Srpska Krajina and the
Republika Srpska.

From 1990 to 1991, Perisic was commander of the Yugoslav National Army’s (JNA)
artillery school in Zadar, Croatia. Thereafter, he became chief of staff of the INA'S newly
formed Bileca Corps and commanded that Corps until 1992. In 1992, he became chief
of staff and deputy commander of the 3rd Army. In August 1993, he was promoted to
Colonel General and appointed VJ Chief of Staff, replacing Zivota Panic.

In 1997, Perisic was tried in absentia by a Zadar court and sentenced to twenty years

in prison for war crimes and atrocities allegedly committed during the VJ attack on
Zadar. In January 2001, Perisic was appointed a Deputy Prime Minister of the new Ser-
bian government, prompting a protest from the Croatian Foreign Minsitry.
In addition to extensive witness testimony collected by Human Rights Watch, the
extent of the cooperation between MUP and VJ was reflected in a Serbian Ministry of
Internal Affairs statement released after the war regarding a meeting of the MUP and
V/J leadership:

The extremely successful and efficient cooperation during the previous period was

emphasized, particularly regarding the fight against Albanians separatists and terrorists

in Kosovo and Metohija, as well as special unity between the Yugoslav Army and the
police forces in the defense from NATO aggression. (Announcement, MUP website, April

10, 2000.)

OSCE/ODIHR, Kosovo/Kosova: As Seen, As Told, Part I, p. 21.
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Constitution of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, articles 135 and 136.

FreeB92 News, November 1, 2000.

Although there is no express provision in the Yugoslav constitution or any federal law
that SDC decisions must be unanimous, this interpretation has been generally accepted
and follows from the provisions of the Yugoslav constitution, in particular Article 1,
which defines the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia as a sovereign state founded on the
equality of citizens and the equality of the constituent republics (emphasis added). The
SDC rules of procedure are not public.

“Djukanovic: Milosevic not Supreme Commander,” Radio B92, March 16, 1999.
Ojdanic replaced Col. Gen Momcilo Perisic on November 3, 1998. He retired from mil-
itary service on December 30, 2000.

“Three Thousand Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, Soldiers and Civilians
Employed in the Services of the VJ,” Politika, June 16, 1999.

According to the United Kingdom Ministry of Defence, the chief of the VJ’s counter
intelligence service was Col. Gen. Geza Farkas. See www.mod.uk/news/kosovo/
yugoforces.htm, April 20, 2001.

The First Army was commanded by General Srboljub Trajkovic. At the outset of the
NATO bombing, the Second Army was commanded by General Radosav Martinovic.
He was replaced by Colonel General Milorad N. Obradovic just after the start of the air
strikes and subsequently placed on pension.

See the following for more information: the website of the Federation of American Sci-
entists (www.fas.org/man/dod-101/ops/kosovo.htm, March 20, 2001), the United
Kingdom’s Ministry of Defense website (www.kosovo.mod.uk/, March 20, 2001), and
the Jane’s Defense Weekly website (www.janes.com/regional_news/europe/news/
kosovo/jwa990401_01 n.shtml, March 20, 2001), as well as a report by the Interna-
tional Crisis Group, Reality Demands, June 2000.

Ibid.

See Jane’s World Armies at www.janes.com/regional_news/europe/news/kosovo/
jwa990401_01_n.shtml, March 2001.

Zoran Miladinovic, “Always Among the Prominent,” Vojska, October 29, 1998. Cirkovic
was also the commander of the Kosovski Junaci barracks in Pristina. B.K., “Dedication
to the Call,” Vojska, November 5, 1998. Cirkovic was also publicly named as com-
mander of the 15th Armored Brigade by the U.S. State Department on April 7, 1999.
A June 25, 1998, article in Vojska (Vladica Krstic, “Write a Letter, Soldier,”) said that
Zivanovic was scheduled to replace Col. Srba Zdravkovic. Zivanovic was also publicly
named as commander of the 125th Motorized Brigade by the U.S. State Department on
April 7, 1999. An armored mechanized unit based in the Vojvoda Petar Bojovic bar-
racks in Pec belonged to the brigade under the command of Major Milicko Jankovic.
Ljiljana Bascarevic,“The Harmony Between Knowledge and Experience,” Vojska, Octo-
ber 22, 1998.

Zoran Miladinovic, “Care for the Soldiers is the Priority,”Vojska, November 12, 1998,
refers on page nineteen to the “motorized unit of Pristina Corps, from Prizren, under
the command of Bozidar Delic.” According to the article, the unit “conducts complex
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tasks of securing the frontier, control of communications in the border area. . . . Since
the beginning of the conflict in Kosovo and Metohija, the unit has had many clashes
with terrorist bands which have tried to penetrate our country from the territory of the
Republic of Albania.” Delic was also publicly named as commander of the 549th Mech-
anized Brigade by the U.S. State Department on April 7,1999.

Jelic was publicly named as commander of the 243rd Mechanized Brigade by the U.S.
State Department on April 7, 1999.

“Human Factor Makes No Mistakes,” Vojska, September 10, 1998. This is one of three
artillery brigades in the Third Army, with others in Aleksinac and Vranje. It was based
in Gnjilane in the Knez Lazar barracks. Stefanovic was also publicly named as com-
mander of the 52nd Mixed Artillery Brigade by the U.S. State Department on April 7,
1999. The State Department also identified Col. Milos Djosan as commander of the
52nd Light Air Defense Artillery-Rocket Regiment, based in Djakovica.

Zoran Miladinovic, “Right Fighters at the Right Place,” Vojska, May 7/14, 1998. Pekovic
was also publicly named as commander of the 52nd Military Police Battalion by the
U.S. State Department on April 7, 1999. According to Vojska, the Military Police of the
Pristina Corps have a special antiterrorist unit,commanded by Second Lieutenant Mil-
ija Vukanic. Zoran Miladinovic, “Terrorists Have No Chance,” Vojska, May 7/14, 1998,
and Branko Kopunovic, “People Who Pass Their Shadow,” Vojska, May 7/14, 1998.
According to a researcher on the VJ at Belgrade’s Institute of Contemporary History,
one of the VJ’s two fighter regiments (Lovacki Puk) at Pristina’s Slatina airport con-
sisted of two squadrons of MIG-21 planes.“Units Filled to the Maximum,” Nasa Borba,
May 4, 1998.

“Decrees on Promotions and Appointments,” Vojska, December 31, 1998, and January
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Chapter 17. Abuses After June 12, 1999

The Kosovo Liberation Army also abducted, killed, and drove Kosovar Serbs and Roma
from Kosovo, as well as ethnic Albanians accused of being “collaborators,” in 1998 and
early 1999. See section on “Abuses by the KLA” in the Background chapter, as well as
Human Rights Watch, “Humanitarian Law Violations in Kosovo,” October 1998, pp.
75-87.

Between February and April 2000, UNHCR registered 180,000 displaced persons from
Kosovo in Serbia and 30,000 in Montenegro respectively. More than 150,000 of the
180,000 displaced persons in Serbia reported that they had fled after June 12, 1999. (See
UNHCR Refugees Daily, May 23, 2000.)

The Kosovo Liberation Army was officially demilitarized in September 1999, and many
of its members subsumed into the Kosovo Protection Corps, a civil defense organiza-
tion headed by former KLA Commander Agim Ceku.

“Crucified Kosovo—Destroyed and Desecrated Serbian Orthodox Churches in Kosovo
and Metohija (1999-2000),” expanded electronic edition. See: www.kosovo.com/cru-
cified/default.htm (March 21, 2001).

By June 2000, international officials were finally willing to concede that attacks against
minorities in Kosovo were systematic in nature. In his June 6 report to the Security
Council on UNMIK (S/2000/538), U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan wrote that
attacks on minorities, “appear to be orchestrated.” U.S. State Department special envoy
James O’Brien stated on June 8 that the violence “seems to be systematic.” “Anti-Serb
Violence Condemned,” AP, June 8, 2000. On May 31, NATO Secretary-General Lord
Robertson termed the violence as “ethnic cleansing,” noting that “We did not stop eth-
nic cleansing one year to see ethnic cleansing of another kind take place today.”
“Kosovo: NATO’s Patience Wearing Thin,” NATO press release, May 31, 2000.
UNHCR Refugees Daily, May 23, 2000.

UNHCR-OSCE Ad Hoc Task Force on Minorities “Overview of the Situation of
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