[Date]
President-elect Felipe Calderón
San Francisco No. 1220

Colonia Insurgentes

San Borja, México
felipe@felipe.org.mx
Your Excellency,
I am writing to urge you to safeguard and promote the rights of Mexican women to access safe and legal abortion after rape. I appeal to you, as the leader of your country, to carry out the recommendations made to Mexico in 2006 by the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (CESCR) and the United Nations Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
These recommendations include: the implementation of a comprehensive strategy that ensures effective access to safe abortion in situations provided for under the law; monitoring the rape victims’ access to legal and safe abortion; harmonizing federal and state legislation regarding abortion; ensuring full access by everyone to reproductive health services and education; and allocating sufficient resources and funding for these purposes.

Though laws exist in all Mexican states and the Federal District allowing for abortion after rape, women continue to face many obstacles in exercising this important right. Rape is too often stigmatized and perpetrators too often unpunished. As a result, official estimates note that a mere 10 percent of rape victims report the crime committed against them to the authorities. Mexico must develop and implement clear legislation, as well as guidelines for public officials that seek to effectively guarantee the rights of victims, including access to safe abortion for survivors of rape.
The recommendations from the two expert committees of the United Nations outline what must be done to make certain that women and girls are allowed access to safe, legal, and timely abortion services where abortion is currently permitted under Mexican law. I encourage you, Mr. President, to take the necessary steps towards guaranteeing this fundamental human right in Mexico.
Thank you in advance for your attention to this important human rights matter.

Yours sincerely,

[Your name]
[Your address]
